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It did not appear that any exertion or movement of any kind had been made 
during ten days. ‘T'he Vizier’s officer shewed me no attention or instance of 
civility ; and I was informed by Captain Mockler, had the insolence to say he 
supposed I was going to attack Bhurtpore. ¢ 


; ; 
I also went by Buddrce, which appeared to me, as I passed it, X strong place, 
more so than many Ihave seen, and to require a proper body of troops, officers 
of experience, and formidable artillery for its reduction. 


The Aumil, I am told, was at a little distance, though I saw nothing of him or 
‘any of his peop. ‘The officer in command of a company from Pertaubghur 
was posted ‘at-a distance of about four miles, where I saw him before I reached 
Buddree. The fort and country round it appeared in a state of most perfect 
tranquillity. | 

But I think it right to observe Gf I may credit the accounts I collected on 
thé spot), the oppressions and exaction of the Aumils are very great, and such as 
may,haveg tendency to provoke resistance and put the country in arms. 


: oF shall be happy, Sir, t#'¢o-operate in any wish of yours where my duty will 
permit ; but when I consider the nature of the service you propose, how late 
the season is, and what appeared to me an almost total want of preparation on 
the part of those who are principally concerned, I cannot act better, in my own 
judgment, than submittNe decision to superior power. 


ae . ; ] have, &C. 

cage * ‘ : 

oe Vamp, a (Signed) Wiiuiam St. Leger, 

; om if pi i “ay ps9 . * ° ° 

4tivtedn coss from Chwnpore, Major-General, commanding 
 "tOth February 1808. the army in the field. 


4. 






On the 4th March the following letter was ordered to be written, in reply, 
to the Resident at Lucknow. 


To Captain J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 


Tam directed to acknowledge the reccipt of your despatch under date the 2@d 
ultimo, reporting your proceedings in consequence of a requisition from his 
Excellency the Vizicr for the assistance of a battering train tor the reduction 
of certain forts within his Excellency’s dominions, and to signify to you the 
Right. Honourable the Governor-General in Council's approbation of the mea- 
sures which you adopted on that occasion. 


The Governor-General in Council is of opinion, that as, by the stipulations 
of the subsisting treaty with the Nawaub Vizier, his Excellency is entitled to 
expect that the military aid which is demanded on his part shall be furnished, 
it is very desirable that such additional force as may be requisite for the pur- 
pose of the service on which the troops are to be employed should be detached 
from Elahabad without any delay, provided that the adoption of the measure 
shall not appear to the officer commanding in the field to be liable to objection, 
as likely to be productive of considerable inconvenience, with reference to the 
probable effect on the health of the troops from the employment of them on 
the proposed duty at the period of the year to which these operations may be 
unavoidably protracted. As, however, in the advanced state of the season, 
some apprehensions may justly be entertained on that point, the request of 
his Lordship in Council has been signified to his Excellency the Commander- 
in-Chicf, that a discretion may be left with the officer commanding in the field 
to furnish the additional force immediately or not until after the close of the 
rainy season, as under this consideration circumstances shall appear to him to 
render it expedient to adopt the one or the other of those alternatives. This 
communication of’ the resolutions of Government on the subject of your des- 
patch will enable you, in the event of the reinforcement not being immediately 

supplied. 
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supplied agreeably to the requisition of the Vizier, to satisfy his Excelleney Bengal Political 





with respect to the causes of the delay. Consultations, 
7 March Ls08. 
I have, &c. " ee 
Fort Wiiliam, (Signed) N. B. Epmonsrowe, * 
4th March 1808. Secretary to Government. 
EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, ae eaten 
ONS Sy 
The 18th April 1808. - , AS April 1808, 
Extract from the proceedings of the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General in Council, in the Military Department, under date the 4th April 
1803, ; 





To Major-General St. Leger, commanding the Troops in the Field, Cawnpgre. ae 
Sir: ; | bgt ; tt ck ey . 
1. I have the honour of transmitting to you the enclosed copy of a letté™ be 
which J have this day received from the Commanding Officer at Pertaubghur; 
together with a translation of a letter addressed to that officer by Rajah Newaz 
Sing, Aumil of Pertaubghur. ‘ak 










2, I am sorry to observe in the enclosed documents a statement of. tihy 
duct of Zalim Sing, so opposite to that which was conveyed to me by h 
lency the Vizier on a very recent occasion, and so demonstrative of ‘ti 
rious necessity of adopting rigorous measures against that rebellious Zag 


3. AsI presume that the result of your reference to his Excelley Cy 
Commander-in-Chief on the subject of my letter, under date the 17th ig 
must be known by this time, and must authorize your compliance, seeeabe” 
requisition of his Excellency the Vizier, it is unnecessary for me to, ieee apy 
remarks in addition to the detailed information which Will be conveyed to you 
by the enclosed despatch from Major Knox. ; 

I have, &c. | 
(Signed) J. BAturity «9: 
Residew, 








Lucknow, 
19th March 1808. 






Sir: 







I have the honour to inform you, that in consequence. of.a reppesentath 
the Aumil, Rajah Newaz Sing, stating that Zalim-Sing, Zalogkdar. of Be 
aud Dan Sing, Talookdar of Gowra, had..withbeldthe payment af: 


due on their lands from.the beginning of Koaar.to-.the.erd of Phaugan, and. 
applying for British troops to enforce the discharge of the:arrears, or eventually 
for the reduction of the forts of the above refractory Zemindars, 1 despatched 
perwannalis addressed to those persons, copies of which, and of the answers 
thereto, are herewith transmitted for your information. 


2, Having communicated to Rajah Newaz Sing the substance of the 
answer returned by Zalim Sing, he was desirous of a personal conference with 
me on the subject ; and for that purpose came yesterday twice to my quarters. 
During his last visit I received Dan Sing’s reply, which was immediately made 
known to the Rajah. t. 


3. The assertions made by the Aumil in his observations on Zalim Sing’s 
answer were now repeated in his remarks.upon that of Dan Sing; to wit, that 
there was not a word of truth in it. He insisted that neither of those ‘Talook- 
dars could be brought to pay the revenues by any means short of the employ- 
ment of our troops for the reduction of theif forts, or at least of one of them4 
that they were old incorrigible rebels; and that, if an immediate example. 
should not be made of them, nearly the whole of the renters in his districts 


wath 
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Bengal Politic would be emboldened to withhold payment of their assessments, to the almost? 


is Acal Te. total loss of the revenue for the current year. 


ee ee 4. In my reply I told the Aumil that, from the information he had given me 
Major Knox. 98 former occasions, the inference he had now drawn could not be well admit- 
ted: that if the chastisement of three or four refractory ‘Talookdars possessed 
of forts should be postponed, on account of the excessive and growing heat of 
the season, it did not necessarily follow that it would be impossible, or even 
difficult, to enforce payment of the revenues from alJ those who had not the 
same means of resistance. To this the Rajah replied, that if the fort of 
Zalim Sing were not reduced, not a man would give him a rupee, and that he 
should Jose twenty lacs. He added, that provided a sufficient force were sent 
against Zalim Sing, he would submit on its appearance before his fort. I asked 
him what force he would consider adequate to this service; and he gave his 
opinion, that there ought not to be less than two battalions of infantry, six 
battering guns, and five hundred cavalry. This opinion I requested him to’ 
put in writing; which, after a short consultation with his people, and reducing 
ii ee number of infantry and guns, he assented to, and presented me a letter, 
‘geet which a transcript is inserted in the accompanying paper. Upon the num- 
ber of troops stated by him as necessary for this service, I remarked that they 
could not be furnished from this post: to which he made answer, that the 
district of Sooltanpore was now so well managed, that the whole of the battalion 
stationed there might be ordered against Buddree without prejudice to the 
revende of that quarter. 
* ne Saal ave now laid before you the substance of what passed between me and 
email on the great object of his visit. He urged and reurged the neces- 
ay of the immediate reduction of Buddree, and maintained that any post- 
tement of this measure would occasion the loss of nearly the whole revenue 
“if ‘Pe country under his management. This statement will, I imagine, 
appear to you to be extravagantly exaggerated. Admitting a delay in chastising 
atini Sing may encourage one or two more in the possession of forts to delay 
payment of their assessments, it seems not at all credible that the great majo- 
rity of landholders, who have no place of strength for the security of their 
persons and property, can be excited by such temporary conformity to a conduct 
that would bring on themselves immediate and unavoidable punishment. Newaz 
_ Sing, im a precipitate eagerness to exact the collections, overlooks every other 
y« gtensideration ; and forthe most trifling portion of the revenue woukt expose 
| {igae -tagops to service of that nature, which at this season would be highly 


we 


‘destructive te the Europeans employed on it. 


© With respect ‘to the force recommended by the Aumil for the reduetion of 

Buddree, thougti I have no doubt that one considerably less would, at a 
proper time of the year, be adequate to the service, yet if this measure should 
be judged by you'to demand immediate execution, I beg leave to offer my 
opinion of its being-advisable to employ the whole of the force specified by the 
Aumil, with the addition of two howitzers. A force of that strength would 
possibly intimidate Zalim Sing to immediate submission; or, in the event of 
resistance, expedite the fall of his fort. 


I have, &c. 


Pertaubghur, | (Signed) = W. D. Knox, 
15th March 1808, Major, commanding. 



















‘ Letter from Translation of a Letter from Rajah Newaz Sing to Major Knox, dated 13th 
ajah Newaz Sing. Mohurrum, or 14th March 1808. 


(After the usual compliments.) 


A force, consisting of a battalion and a half of Sepoys, five hundred cavalry, 
and four battering guns, is judged to be requisite for the subjection of Zalim 
Sing, the Talookdar of Buddree, purgunnah Behar, and for the purpose of 
destroying his forts, If such a force be employed he will speedily be brought 


tO a proper sense of his duty. Your own judgment, however, respecting the 
extent 
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extent of the force, must be far more correct than mine, and ought to be the 
rule of your conduct; but it is necessary to be expeditious in this affair, 
otherwise a great loss of revenue must be sustained, and all will be disorder 
and confusion. I have written this for your information. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Batuure, | 
Resident. 





To Major Knox, commanding at Pertaubghur. 
Sir: ' 

Major-General St. Leger, commanding in the field, having determined, in 
concert with the Resident at Lucknow, upon the necessity of adopting 
rigorous measures against Zaliin Sing, the rebellious ‘Talookdar of Buddree 
purgunnah, and of reducing the fort in his possession, I have it in command 
to acquaint you, that the following detail of troops, in addition to the 
battering train published in Field Army Orders of this day, are to be employed 
on that service : 


Two squadrons of the 7th Regiment of Native Cavalry with one galloper. 


Seven companies of the first battalion of the 12th Regiment, including the 
five companies now at Pertaubghur. 


Eight companies of the second battalion of the 12th Regiment, with their 
field pieces. 
The whole under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory. one 
I am further directed to express the Major-Gencral’s desire, that fixe 
companies from Pertaubghur may be detached to Elahabad without Joss of 
time, to receive charge of, and proceed from thence as an escort with the 
battering train to Buddree, in the vicinity of which fort the remaindet-of' the 
troops destined for the subjection of Zalim Sing are to be assembled forthwith, 
and to put themselves under the orders of Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory. 


Ihave, &c. 
Deputy Adjutant-General’s Office, (Signed) H. Casement, 
Head-Quarters in the ficld, Cawnpore, Assistant Deputy Adjutant-General. 
20th March 1808. 


, 
4 

‘ ays, 
voay tie oe 





“1 4 hese" habe 

1 tte Sn tara en Ye ae 

To Major Fagan, Acting Adjutant-General,, 2"... es 
Sir: ; ane P - gs 

I have the honour to transmit, for the Commander-in-Ciite€%s ‘information, 

the enclosed copies of letters, &c., which I have this lay received from 

Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory, commanding the troops ‘before Buddree, and 


which I request you will immediately lay before his Excellency. 


, 
a 
raga! 
’ 


I have, &c. 
Cawnpore, (Signed ) W. St. Lecer, 
Sth April 1808. Major-General commanding in the field. 





To Captain Casement, Acting Deputy Adjutant-General. 
Sir : 

I have the honour to enclose you a copy of my despatch of yesterday’s date 
to the Resident at Lucknow, for the purpose of being laid before the Major- 
General commanding in the field. In addition to its contents, I beg leave to 
report that the fortress of Buddree is an oblong square, with six circular bas- 
tions, and a rampart from twenty to twenty-five feet high, about eighteen feet 
thick, surrounded by a ditch about eighteen feet broad and nearly as much in 
depth: round the fort is a renny wall of the same form, about ten feet high, 
with a ditch from eight to ten feet broad. ‘There are two embrazures in the 
north face of this wall, but no guns. 

D The 
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Bengal Political © The fortis accessible to the north and west: the other two sides are covered 


Consultations, < ‘ok. jungle. 
io April 1808. with thick jung | _ | 
—— It appears to me that there is great oppression carried on by the native col- 


Letter from . 1e Zemindars ar . : 
Lieatenant Colonel 1eCtors, as, from the respectable force with me, the Zemindars are daily coming 


Gregory.’ in to me for protection. 
I take the liberty of enclosing the Talookdar’s, Zalim Sing, statement of the 
circumstances between him and the Aumil, not having a person here that can 


translate it. 


I am endeavouring all I can to-bring their affairs {o a settlement ; as, if J 
should be compelled to open trenches, Iam apprehensive I should lose half of 


my men from the unfavourablencss of the season. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) RR. B. Grecory, 


Y ad 
amp near Behar, | 
- Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding. 


5th April 1808. 


Letter from To J. Baillic, Esq., Resident at Tucknow. 


Lieutcnant Colonel Sir : 
Gregory. I have the honour to acquaint you of my arrival at this place, and two miles 


from the fortress of Buddree. I> yesterday, accompanied by Licutenant Ro- 
bertson of the Engineers, rode down to recounoitre the fortress, “The ‘Palook- 
dar, Zalim Sing, on hearing of my being near, sent out a message to me, to say 
I need not reconnoitre, but go in and take a view of it, which I did: and on 
my approach he threw himseif at my feet imploring for mercy, and declared 
it: was never his wish to rcbel against his sovereign, and he had agreed to pay 
his revenue. 


At the same time he observed that he had been oppressed by the Aumil, who, 
from certain causes, wishes to dispussess him of the land revenue that has been 
held for ages by his family, in favour of Mohun Loll, a turbulent, troublesome 
man of some consequence, and owner of several forts, the principal of which 
is Putgawah with seventeen guns in it, and it is dail yundergoing repairs for 
its better defence. 


I beg leave to suggest to you my opinion of the propriety of insisting on 
this man, Mohun Loll, giving up his guns, from his being already in the con- 
tintial habit of endeavouring to promote rebellion; and I have not the smallest 
dowbt, if he is allowed to go on in his career, but that he will, from his power 
in*the ‘@istriet, throw it altogether into rebellion and discontent, from the 
oppressive measures he has adopted. 

He is now in camp, and if Iam allowed I will seize him, and make him give 
up his guns, or send him to his Excellency the Vizier. It was only the day 
before yesterday that he sent two hundred matchlockmen and twenty-five 
horsemen to the brother of Zalim Sing, who is at variance with his brother ; 
and even further, he advised Zalim Sing to fire on my force, in order to gain 
his object of dispossessing him. | 


As for Rajah Newaz Sing, I have repeatedly written for his attendance on 
me, but to noeffect. Indeed, he has now had fifteen days’ notice from me, and 
is putting me off from day to day. 


The Dewan at this place is always in a state of intoxication, and my detach- 
ment is in great distress for provisions, none having been provided previous 
to my arrival; so much so, that my tent was surrounded all day yesterday by 
sepoys, and none has come in this morning. 


I beg leave to transmit you the enclosed statements from Zalim Sing and the 
Aumil, for your consideration ; and I hope you will obtain an order from his 
Higlincss the Vizier, so as to prevent the effusion of innocent blood. 


Thave, &c. 


Camp near Behar, | (Signed) R. Lb. Greeory, 
‘Ath April 1808, Licutenant-Colonel, commanding the Detachment. 


Translation 
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Translation of an Arsee from Zalim Sing, Proprietor of the District of 
Buddree, to Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory, dated 2d April 1808. ~ 


Having performed the ceremonies of humble salutations, it is. represented to 
you that the state of affairs is this: that my V.akeel, Deena Sing, havin 
waited upon you and learnt how matters were, has come to me, wid iolomea 
me that Rajah Newaz Sing, at the instigation of Mohun Loll Oopudhea,.has 
caused an English battalion and artillery to march against me. What power 
does your servant possess, and what is my fort, that the British troops should 
march against it; for I am obedient to-your commands, and will perform 
whatever you wish? My preparing a house is for my protection from my 
brethren in the neighbourhood, and not to oppose the British troops. I am 
in every way ready to obey your orders and pay the revenue of Government. 


The circumstances attending the settlement of the revenue for the present 


year are these: that Rajah Newaz Sing, in the commencement of his govern- 
ment, authorized his brother, Jya Sing, Auimil of the purgunnah of Nuhar, 
to settle the revenue to be paid by me. The said Aumil, ‘by the directions of 
Government, voluntarily agreed that I should pay my revenue directly to 
Government. Your servant caused the Zemindars and Ryots of the district 
to submit to authority, and was content with the allowance agreed to be given. 
me by Government for my subsistence. ‘The written agreement of this settle- 
ment, with the seal of the Aumil, is in the possession of Doorga Persaud, 
Kanoongoe of the said purgunnah: procure it and do justice. To that settle- 
ment I also agree. 

The circumstances of the settlement of the last year are, that Captain 
Jalun was on command here, and I settled the revenne I was to pay, and for. 
the payment of it procured a receipt from Mcerza Beechoo Beg, commandant. 
The said Meerza is in the Rajah’s camp: inquire of him how I paid my 
revenue, According to that settlement, also, I am ready to pay my revenue. 

The statement of the settlement of the revenue paid by me for the year 
before last is this: that Mr. (Lieutenant-Colonel) D’ Auvergne was in com- 
mand here, and I settled my revenue, and agreeably to the orders of the 
English Buhadoors, gave up possession of my house to Government. Two or 
three days afterwards, the English Bubadoors, from my conduct as a Kyot, 
took compassion on me, and by their taking me by the hand again put me in 
possession of my house. The said Oopudhea, to obtain payment of the. 
revenue of Government, from animosity placed my family in Shunpoor, in.a 
small fort belonging to one of my adversaries, Ajoodheea Bukhsh, to be released 
when I paid the revenue of Government. I, from helplessness, agraed-to-this 


also, and paid the revenue justly due to Government, and obtained relief.ffom - 


further demands, Inquire into this from my adversarics. Iam ready to'pay*my 
revenue according to that settlement also, ee 
Your servant is in every respect ready (to pay his revenue) according to the 
three settlements, and to obey the English Buhadoors. Rajah Newaz Sing, at 
the instigation of Oopudhea, obstructs the settlement of your servant’s 
revenue, The account of the animosity between me and Oopudhea is this: 
that he has taken possession of the fort of Audhea by force, which belonged 
to the zemindar of your servant’s ancestors. With this I am dissatisfied ; 
wherefore Oopudhea is hostile to me to such a height, that when I was going 
with my family to bathe in the month of October, the said Oopudhea and men 
belonging to my adversaries waited treacherously for me with a piece of artil- 
Jery loaded with grape, at a rivulet near the river Ganges; but the Subadar 
of the Sircar (meaning probably a Subadar of the battalion commanded by 
Lieutenant-Cclonel Gregory) has seen that place. Grod is beneficent, and 
acquainted rae beforehand; and having proceeded in another direction, I 
bathed and returned to my house. Ue (Oopudhea) was ashamed, and having 
hatred in his heart, from enmity injured me in my right as Zemindar of that 
fort, and has given four villages belonging to it to my adversaries; and by 
confirming them in the possession, has made me every way despair of my 


right as Zemindar. In this manner he has marked my liver with the scar of 
regret. 
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Benga! Political regret. Being helpless I have been patient. God will give your servant the 


Consultations, 
18 April 1808. 


Arzee 
from Zalim Sing. 


reward of his patience; or you, who are the most just of the age, and 
his Highness (the Nawaub Vizier) will do me Justice. a ( Oopudhea) by his 
instigation, has brought the British and his Highness’s torce upon me, who 
am weak, that he may ruin me. What power have I to be saucy to my patr on. 
I am in every way obedient to the orders of Government, and read ly to pay ny 
revenue. I hope you will do me justice, and allow me to inhabit my house, 

Ishould shew my loyalty; if not, favour me with my dis- 


for it is better that 
mission from Government, and by your high auspices, wherever it may be, I 


will obtain a livelihood, and your good name will remain to eternity. 


Secondly. I represent that it-happened lately, when you arrived in the 
purgunnah of Nuhar, that Dewan Ajoodhea Persaud and Jya Sing, Aumil of 
the said purgunnah, and Subadar Sumer Sing, a servant of the Sircar, were 
sitting near your tent, when, in the mean time, Oopudhea Mohun Loll 
came; Deena Sing and Mookum Sing, my Vakeels, were also there ; when, 
in the interim, the Dewan and the said Aumil waited upon you by your desire, 
and Oopudhea and the said Subadar remained sitting, when Oopudhea 
said to my Vakeels, ‘* Look now, what a calamity I have brought upon you.” 
My Vakeels replied, by mentioning what a calamity Seetulabukhsh, the Rajah’s 
brother, brought upon meat the bathing time in October, and said, “ You have 
“ given a bribe of twenty thousand rupees, now, to the Rajah, and brought 
‘him here.” Ie (Oopudhea) replied, “ What is twenty thousand rupecs 
* to punish you: I will expend fifty thousand rupees, even to fifty 
*‘ lacs of rupees, to ruin you.’ My Vakeels answered, ‘* Why do you 
 pursuc me so much to extirpate me, for my master, on Government giving 
‘¢ him his dismission, will retire from his chiefship and zemindaree.” He 
(Oopudhea) said, ‘« How far will you go, for I will pursue you from the sea- 
‘* shore at Jagurnauth to the west? We are eight men in our house, and in 
«« opposing you until seven out of eight be killed, we will not be neglectful of 
“ our designs against you.” ‘This conversation between the parties happened 
near your tent, before the Subadar of the Sircar: if you do not credit it, 
inquire about it from the Subadar of your own Sircar. O! most just of the 
age, it appears impossible there should be any room for me to escape from so 
violent an enemy. I hope that I may be favoured with my dismission from 
the Sircar (of the Nawaub), that I may live wherever it may be requisite to 
obtain a livelihood. It was incumbent on me to make this representation. 
May the sun of your prosperity continue shining and resplendent. 


Statement of the Amount of the Revenue of my District, which Oopudhea, Jrom 


many years of Linmily, has caused to be written down in the Papers of the 

Strear (of the Nawaub) at thirty.five thousund Rupees. 

In the preceding year I procured a receipt from Meerza Beechoo Beg, com- 
mandant, for twenty-five thousand rupees. In the year before last, when my 
family, until I should pay my revenue, were in a small fort belonging to my 
adversaries, for twenty-four thousand rupees, which you may ascertain from them. 


Oopudhea has given a bad name to my house, even in the presence (of the 
Nawaub) ; but there is no account taken of a large fort which he has built at 


Bhugwan and mounted guns upon it. 


I have fully represented to you the whole of my obedient conduct as a sub- 
oe and the enmity of Oopudhea to me; and I hope, from your favour and 
sindness, that you will by every means cause me, undisturbed, to inhabit my 
house. More would be transgressing the bounds of' respect. 
A true translation : 
(Signed) = W. Srurrock, 
Persian Translator. 





Ordered, That copies of the foregoing letter and enclosures from Major- 


General St. Leger, and of such parts of the despatch from that officer, dated 
the | 
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the 21st March, as relate to the communication from the Resident at Luca- Bengal Political 
now, and to the instructions furnished in consequence to Major Knox, be ae 
Oo pri ov. 


transmitted to the Political Department for consideration and orders. ie 


(Signed) = ¢. THornaitt, 
Secretury. 





Ordered, That in consequence of the foregoing extract from the Military 
Department, the following mstructiors be addressed to the Resident at 


Lucknow: 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. Letter 
vs from Secretary to 
Sir: : Se. oe : ; Government 
1, The Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council has received a 


copy of Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory’s letter to your address, under date the 
4th instant. 


2, His Lordship in Council deems it highly probable that the representation 
of the Talookdar of Buddree, Zalim Sing, is well founded, and is extremely 
anxious to avoid the necessity of prosecuting measures of coercion against the 
Talookdar, which, under such circumstances, might bear the character cf 
measures directed to the support and encouragement of injustice and oppres- 
sion. It is to be feared, that the employment of the British troops for the 
suppression of disorders within the territorics of the Vizier, has too frequently 
been occasioned by the misconduct of his Excellency’s Aumils in exciting 
these disorders by their injustice and rapacity ; at the same time Governinent 
is aware that requisitions for the employment of our troops on such occasions 
could not be rejected, consistently with the obligations of the engagements 
subsisting between the British Government and the State of Oude. The 
origin of the evil is the vicious system of his Excellency’s administration. 
But although no remedy for this evil appears to be immediately practicable, it 
is extremely desirable that the necessity of coercive measures should, in all 
practicable cases, be superseded by the adoption of a system of proceeding, 
which would bring to light any acts of oppression and injustice on the part of 
those public officers, whose authority the British arms are required to support, 
and would subject the perpetrators to punishment, or to the legitimate yestraints 
of the local Government. | 


8. In the present case, the Governor-General in Council desires that you 
will suggest to his Excellency, the absolute necessity of instituting an investi- 
gation into the circumstances stated by Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory, repre- 
senting to his Excellency the impropriety of employing the British troops in 
arduous military operations, without previously ascertaining the justice of the 
cause in which they are to be engaged, and the importance of avoiding, if 
possible, the necessity of undertaking them, by endeavouring to effect an 
adjustment of the disputes which have occasioned the late application for the 
service of the British troops. At the same time, it will be highly expedient 
that you should satisfy yourself of the efficiency and impartiality of the means 
which his Excellency may adopt for the purposes above described ; and, with 
this view, it might be advisable that a proper person should be despatched on 
the part of the Vizier, in the capacity of an Ameen, to investigate the cir- 
cumstances stated by Licutenant-Colonel Gregory, and that he should be 
accompanied by a person on your part to be joined in the commission. This 
measure, however, is merely suggested for your consideration, leaving it to 
your discretion, regulated by local circumstances, to propose it to his Ex- 
cellency. 


4. The Governor-General in Council has no doubt that your immediate 
attention will have been directed to that part of Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory’: 
letter to your address, which relates to the deficiency of supplies for the sub- 


sisteuce of the troops under his command, and that you will have urged the 
E Vizier 
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Vizier to issue the most positive orders for the provision of the requisite 


supplies. 
I have, &c. 


Fort William, (Signed) N. B. Epmonsrone, 
18th April 186s. Secretary to Government. 


Ordered, That a copy of the above letter be sent for information to the 
Military Department, in reply to the reference from that department of the 
fil instant. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 16th May 1808. 


To N. B. Edmonstone, Esy., Secretary to Government, &c. 
Sir: 

1. T have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, under date 
the ISth ultimo, conveying the sentiments and commands of the Right 
ITonourable the Governor-General in Council on the subject of a despatch to 
my address from Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory, commanding a detachment of 
the British troops employed within the district uf Behar. 


® Of the frequent misconduct and oppression of a great majority, if not 
the whole of the Vizier’s Aumils, and of the radical vices and defects of the 
general system of his iMxcellcney’s adaiunistration, no person can be more 
sensible than Iam; and hence the employment of the British troeps in 
support of the authority of his Excellency’s Aumils, without a careful and 
minute investigation of all the circumstances of the case (although the neces- 
sity for this measure has but rarely occurred since my appointment to the 
Residency) has been constantly the subject of my peculiar anxiety and 
concern. 

3. With a reference, however, to the particular case of Zalim Sing, Ta- 
lookdar of Buddree, I have great satisfaction in assuring you, for the informa- 
tion of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, that the 
measures which have been adopted against that person, were, 1n my opinion, 
unquestionably just and expedient, and such as I should have thought it my 
duty to pursue, having already frequently adopted them, under the orders of 
the Britis) Government, with a reference to our own Zemindars. 


4, The known bad character of Rajah Newaz Sing, Aumil of Behar, and 
the circumstances, under my immediate observation, which attended his 
emancipation from a gaol to take the management of an extensive and popu- 
lous province, had rendered me extremely desirous to postpone, and had even 
induced me to evade, for a time, the employment of the British troops in 
operations of any consequence for the support of that Aum:l'’s authority, in 
the hope that the early failure of his engayements to the Vizier would have 
tended to convince his sovereign of the impropriety of the appointment of 
such a person to an office of high trust and importance, and would have 
operated to produce his recall. 


5. Accordingly, it was not until a period of several wecks had elapsed from the 
date of the Vizier’s requisition, until a correspondence of considerable extent 
had taken place with his Excellency, and with the Commanding Officer at 
Pertaubghur, and until a miuute inquiry from several other persons had con- 
vinced ine of the necessity for the reduction of Buddree, independently of the 
trnth or falsehood of the Aumil’s statement, that I at length considered it to 
be my duty to recommend those measures of coercion with a reference to the 
Valookdar, Zalim Sing, which have terminated in so satisfactory a manner. 


6. I have the honour of transmitting to you, for the notice of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council, the enclosed copy of my reply 
to Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory’s despatch, under date the 4th ultimo, together 
with copies of three other letters which 1 have more recently addreseed to that 
oliver ; and Thave further the satisfaction of reporting to you, for the Go- 


warnaAar_ 
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vernor-General’s information, that according to accounts received last night 
from the Vizier, the Talookdar, Zalim Sing, has been reinstated in the posses- 
sion of his villages at a more moderate than the former assessment. 


7. Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory’s representations on the important subject of 
his supplies have, of course, been most regularly attended to, and my repeated 
remonstrances on this subject to the Vizier, if his Excellency’s written 
assurances and those of his Aumil can be credited, have produced the desired 
effect ; although the mutual complaints of Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory and 
Rajah Newaz Sing against each other have continued without intermission 
since the commencement of the military operations, and have lately formed 
the principal subject of discussion between his Excellency the Vizier and me. 


8. Aninquiry into the conduct of the Aunmil has appeared to us both to be 
indispensable, owing to some accusations of a very serious nature which 
Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory has recently preferred ; and I shall use my best 
endeavours to ensure the impartiality of this investigation, and the exemplary 
punishment of the Aumil, if the charges against him shall be proved. 


9. Atthe same time, it is my duty to remark to you the extreme jealousy 
of his Excellency the Vizier with regard to all investigations of this nature, 
and to every degree of interference between him and his courtiers and) Aumils 
on my part, or between his Aumils and Zemindars, or other subjects, on the 
part of the commanding officers of the troops who are employed in the sup- 
port of his authority and in preserving the peace of his dominions, 


10. It is generally reported and believed, and [have no reason to doubt the 
information which I possess on this subject, that all bis Ixcellency’s Aumils 
and Zemindars, and indeed his subjects at large, have been prohibited, under 
severe penalties, from holding any intercourse with British officers, and that 
they are enconraged and excited by his Excellency’s news-writers and agents 
in the several districts of the interior to preter false or frivolous complaints 
seainst the British oflicers and soldiers. 

11. A few striking instances of the latter nature have been brought to my 
:mmediate notice by one of his Excellency’s Aumils, Meerza Mehdi Alec 
Khan, whom IT have reason to consider as now suffering the effects of his 
sovercign’s rescitment for his supposed attachment to our Government. 


12. The general system of his Exccllency’s conduct and manners to all those 
of his courtiers and others wround him, who have been in the habit of visiting at 
the British Residency and are supposed to look up to the British Government 
for support, affords a melancholy but unquestionable proof of the disposition 
to which L have alluded, which has been ascribed to him by all my predecessors 
mn office since his Exccllency’s accession to the Musnud, and which f have 
laboured by every conciliatory method, though hitherto unsuccessfully, to 
correct. 

Thave, &c. 
Ilis Execlloney the Vizier’s Camp, (Signed) J. Baiiiie, 
2d May L808, Resident. 





To Lacutenant-Colonel Gregory, commanding the Detachment at Buddice, 
Sires 
1. I have the honoui to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, under date 
the 4th instant, the substance of whici, with copies of its Persian enclosures, 
have been duly submitted for the consideration of his Excellency the Viz.er. 


2. As no complaints of disaffection or rebellion on the part of Oopudhes 
Mohun Loll have hitherto been preferred to his Excellency by the Aumil of 
Pertanbehur, his Excellency was averse to authorizing the measures of rigour 
Qvainst that person which are suggested ia your letter to my address, on the 
eround of Zalim Sing’s representation alone, which, as his Excellency very 
justly abserved, might be attributed to personal motives; but, on a further 
and more mature consideration of: the remarks which I offered on this ocea- 
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Bengal Political gion, his Excellency has been induced to concur in opinion with you, regarding 
fe Mace the expediency of reducing the power of Mohun Loll, by requiring the sur- 
ye” vender of his several fortresses and guns, and by eventually depriving him of 


Letter the means of exciting commotion or rebellion. 

from Nesident at : : : . , ; 
Lucknow. ° & His Excellency has atcordingly authorized and directed his Aumil to 
make the necessary requisition to Mohun Loll for the surrender of his fortresses 


and guns without any delay; and in the case of his failure to comply with 
this requisition, the Aumil has been directed to apply for your aid 6 enforce 
the surrender and to insure the demolition of the forts. 


4, The enclosed mandate from his Excellency to Rajah Newaz Sing is trans- 
mitted open for your perusal and guidance; and you will be pleased to transmit 
the letter to Newaz Sing, and subsequently to adopt such measures, tn concert 
with that Aumil, for the reduction of the power of Mohun Loll, as may appear 


to you to be advisable. 


5. With a reference to the recent statements and professions of Zalim Sing, 
his Excellency the Vizier has with great justice observed, that the existence of 
the fortress of Buddree in its present condition, after having been formerly 
razed to the ground, and the repeated complaints, not only of the present and 
every former Aumil of the district, but also of the several Zemindars and 
Talookdars in the neighbourhood of Buddree, whose villages and lands have 
been constantly the scene of Zalim Sing’s depredations and extortions, afford 
the clearest and most satisfactory proof of the utter falsehood of his statements 


and of the insincerity of his present professions. 


6. That, if it had never been the wish of Zalim Sing to rebel against the 
authority of his sovereign, to withhold the payment of his revenue, or to 
oppress the neighbouring Zemindars, there could be no occasion for the origi- - 
nal construction of so strong a fortress as that of Buddree, nor more particularly 
for the repairs and increased strength of that fortress, subsequent to its reduc- 
tion and dismantlement by the assistance of the British troops. 


7. That, if the professions of Zalim Sing on the present occasion be sincere, 
he can have no hesitation in surrendering his fortress into your hands for the 
purpose of its demolition, in common with all the other strong holds in the 
district, not one of which should, in his Excellency’s judgment, be permitted 
to remain; and that, on the condition of his surrendering his fortress and 
giving security for the payment of his balances of revenue and for his future 
submission and good conduct, he may still continue to inhabit his village, and 

> ergy all the legal rights and privileges of a Zemindar, in common with the 
7 \Excellency’s peaceable subjects. 


: 6. Phat; on the whole, there appears to be no ground of justice in favour of, 
and every ground of expedience against, an arrangement, on this occasion, with 
Zalim Sing, which shall leave him in-the possession of Buddree ; and accord- - 
ingly his Excellency desires that you will consider the evacuation and demo- 
lition of the fortress of Buddree to be the first and most important object of 


the operations of the detachment under your command. 


9. I indulge a confident hope, founded on the report of your conversation 
with Zalim Sing, that he will be induced to surrender the fortress of Buddree 
without any effusion of blood, and that the surrender of that fortress will lead 
to the evacuation of those possessed by Ajoodheah Bukhsh and Mohun Loll, 
and to the satisfactory settlement of the district. 


10, His Excellency the Vizier has repeated his orders to Rajah Newaz Sing 
for the immediate attendance of that Aumil in your camp, and has censured 
him in severe terms for his delay, as well as for his inattention to the object of 
ensuring your regular supplies. His Excellency’s mandate upon this subject to 
the Aumil is also enclosed, for your perusal and transmission to Newaz Sing. 


I have, &c. 


- His Excellency the Vizier’s Camp, Signed 
7th April 1808. — 
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To Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory, commanding the Troops before Buddree. 
Sir: 

1. In transmitting to you the enclosed translations of documents which I have 
recently received from his Excellency the Vizier, I cannot avoid expressing 
my confident hope and belief, that the statements which they contain are either 
totally unfounded or have been very greatly exaggerated. 


2. That an officer of your approved judgement and discretion, employed in 
the reduction of a fortress and suppression of a refractory Zemindar, should 
have encouraged that Zemindar to hope for your support in resisting the autho- 
rity of the Aumil, or should have had any friendly intercourse with the Zemin- 
dar in question, till security for the surrender of his fortress and the payment 
of his revenues had been obtained, to your own satisfaction and to that of the 
Aumil, are circumstances in my mind totally incredible, and which I have no 
doubt of your being able to refute in the most satisfactory manner. 


8. The object of = personal visit to Zalim Sing in the fortress of Buddree, 
as reported in your letter of the 4th instant, was doubtless the laudable purpose 
of inducing him to surrender his fort, and to conduct himself as a peaceable 
subject of the Vizier's Government, without requiring, on your own part, the 
measures of coercion and rigour which you were instructed ultimately to adopt ; 
and the conversation between you and Zalim Sing which is reported by his 
Excellency’s news-writer, must, I conclude, have been subsequent to a promise 
of the immediate surrender of Buddree, or must have no foundation in truth. 


4. The reported violence of your treatment of the Hircarrahs of Rajah 
Newaz Sing must also be destitute of foundation, or must have proceeded on 
satisfactory proof of a degree of treacherous conduct on their part, which ren- 


dered their immediate punishment indispensable to the success of the operations 
under your guidance. 


5. I solicit the favour of an early communication from you of all the circum- 
stances which have led to the statement of the Vizier’s news-writer, with the 
view of enabling me to satisfy his Excellency of the inaccuracy of those state- 
ments, and to require from his justice the severe censure, or punishment, of the 


author of such injurious reports. 
I have, &c. 


His Excellency the Vizier’s Camp, (Signed) J. Baltie, 
' 12th April 1808. Resident. 
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Translation of a Paper of Intelligence from Rajah Newaz Sing’s Cam ie the 


Pergunnah of Issoulie, dated 9th Suffer, 1223 Hijeree ; received from the 
Vezter the 11th April 1808. 


A letter directed to Rajah Newaz Sing arrived from his Dewan, Adjoodea 
Persaud, in Behar, stating that Colonel Gregory with another English gentle- 
man went to the gate of the fort of Buddree, belonging to Zalim Sing, and 
were met by a man named Mohkum (the Vakeel of Zalim Sing), who presented 
five rupees as anuzzer, which the Colonel refused, and said that his master 
was ready to pay his kists to the Sircar ; that the Colonel then leaving his horse 
at the gate went into the fort, and was met by Zalim Sing with a nuzzer ; 
that he embraced Zalim Sing and seated him upon a chair, Zalim Sing pre- 
sented a horse which the Colcnel declined to accept. Zalim Sing then pre- 
sented a Persian paper which the Colonel put into hig pocket, after which two 
gold mohurs were sent as a nuzzer from the zenanah, which the Colonel 
accepted. Zalim Sing then represented that he was occupied in the marriage 
of one of his daughters, and begged the Colonel would give him a berah paun, 
which the Colonel did, and told him to celebrate the marriage in security, for 
that the designs of the Aumil should not be permitted to succeed. After this 
the Colonel got up, when Zalim Sing fell at his feet. The Colonel consoled 
him, and told him to make known his wishes to Summer Sing, the Subadar, 
who bad been with him before, and ae the said Subadar would gro _ 
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Colonel acquainted with them. The writer further observed, that this being 
the state of things, the Rajah’s early presence was necessary. In answer the 
Rajah wrote that he would quickly arrive, and that the Dewan must continue 
to furnish all supplies which might be wanted, so that no inconvenience should 


be experienced by the British troops. 


Translation of another Paper of Intelligence, dated the 10b.. 

A letter arrived from Ajoodhea Persaud, stating that Sheo Loll, Jemmadar 
of the Rajah’s Hircarrahs, went towards Buddree in search of wells, and was 
informed by an Aheer of Buddree that the Rajah Zalim Sing had caused them 
all to be filled up upon hearing of the approach of the English troops. 
Mohkum Sing and Duneah Sing, Vakeels of Zalim Sing, represented to 
Colonel Gregory that the abovementioned Hircarrah was inquiring into the 
state of the fort, &c.: upon this the Colonel was very angry, and sent a 
message to Ajoodhea Persaud to discharge him. Afterwards the Vakeels 
represented that four Hircarrahs of Newaz Sing who were with the Colonel 
carried information of their coming to camp, and of other occurrences, to 
Ajoodhea Persaud, the Rajah’s Dewan. Upon hearing this the Colonel beat 
them very much and turned them away. The letter also stated, that Zalim 
Sing had sent his family with four elephants and his goods, under a guard of a 
hundred and fifty foot and fifteen horse, towards the Jumna, in the English 
territory; in consequence of which circumstances an advantageous settlement 
of the district did not appear to be probable, unless the Rajah should speedily 


arrive, when possibly something might be done. 7 
In answer the Rajah wrote that he would come quickly. 


A true translation : 
(Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
Resident. 





To Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory, commanding the Detachment at Behar. 
Sir: 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your several despatches 
noted inthe margin,* the contents of which have been submitted to his Excel- 
Jency the Vizier. 

2. The evacuation of the fortress of Buddree is highly satisfactory to his 
Excellency, who approves of the terms which were granted by you to.Zalim 
peBsuming of course, that you have obtained ample security for the 


Sing, Sa 


udation.of the balances of revenue which were due by that person, and for 
his future submissive conduct. 

3. I solicit your acceptance of my congratulations on the surrender of the 
fortress of Buddree in a manner so satisfactory, with a reference to the public 
concerns, and so creditable to your own management ; and I augur from this 
success, the speedy evacuation of all the other forts in the district, in an 


equally satisfactory manner. 


_ 4. The Vizier’s positive orders have been issued to the Aumil of Pertaubghur 
for the immediate destruction of Buddree, and of every other fortress or ghurry 
which may hereafter be surrendered to, or taken by, the troops under your 
command, and made over to the Aumil; and I suggest the propriety of your 
adopting every measure in your power, to ensure the complete execution of his 


e 


Excellency’s orders on this point. 


_ 9. With a reference to the vague and unfounded reports of your proceedings 
in_the fortress of Buddree, and of your violence towards the Vizier’s Hircar- 
rahs, which were stated in the akhbars from Pertaubghur, I have not failed to 
represent in strong terms to his Excellency the improper conduct of his news- 
writers, and to suggest the necessity for their punishment in an exemplary 
manner, to deter others from inventing or circulating similar injurious reports. 


6. The 







* Dated the 16th, 19th and 2] st April 1808. 
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6. The disavowal of the truth of those reports by a written instrument under 
the seal of Rajah Newaz Sing or his Dewan, which was promised in your des- 
patch of the 19th instant, will serve to remove any doubt or hesitation in the 
mind of his Excellency, regarding the justice of the punishment which I have 
suggested ; but for the present, I am sorry to observe that the unaccountable 
persistance of the Aumil, his Dewan, and of the news-writers, in asserting the 
circumstances of Zalim Sing’s having removed, not only the whole of his private 
property, but also the crops recently cut in his farms, and even the guns and 
stores in his fortress, for the purpose of evading the payment of his revenues 
and exciting future disturbances, and of his being generally supported in those 
measures of opposition to the Aumil’s authority by a Subadar of the detachment 
under your command, affords some ground of hesitation, on the part of his 
Excellency, in complying with my suggestions, till a fuller investigation shall 
take place. 


7. In reply to the arzee of Zalim Sing, which was conveyed by your des- 
patch of the 19th instant and presented by me to the Vizier, his Excellency 
requests you to inform him, that after the payment of his just balances of reve- 
nue, for the liquidation of which his security must have been given to you, and 
after the destruction of the fortress of Buddree and the surrender of his guns 
and military stores, he is at liberty to reside in the district, and to retain the 
possession of his villages at a reasonable yearly assessment, and that all future 
complaints of oppression or exorbitant demands by the Aumt! shall be regularly 
and strictly redressed. : 


8. On the subject of your despatch of the 2Ist instant, which I received only 
this day, and immediately submitted to the Vizier, I have not hitherto obtained 
a communication of his Excellency’s sentiments; but I have no hesitation in 
assuring you, that the object of the reported sale of Buddree by the Aumil to 
Oopudhea Mohun Loll, if that circumstance be truc, has been anticipated, by 
the positive orders of the Vizier for the destruction of the fortress in question, 
and that the adoption of similar measures, with a reference to all the other forts 


in the district, must necessarily frustrate the improper views of the Aumil, if 


he really entertain the views which are assigned to him in your despatch. 


9. In consideration of the advanced period of the season and of the circum- 
stances which are stated in your letter, I have suggested to his Excellency the 
necessity of limiting the further services of your detachment, for the present, 
to the capture or evacuation of the forts of Sumunpore and Corah, in the dis- 
tricts of Behar and Dalamow ; and having every reason to expect the Vizier’s 
acquiescence in my suggestions, I request that you will be pleased to’tensider 
the possession of those forts as the only remaining object of your opera@loné. 


I have, &c. ° i 


His Excellency the Vizier’s Camp, (Signed) J. Bariurze, 
26th April 1808. Resident. 





To Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory, commanding the Troops in Behar. 
Sir : 

1. In continuation of the subject of my despatch to your address, under date 
the 26th instant, I have now the honour of informing you, that his Excellency 
the Vizier has most readily acquiesced in my proposal for the return of your 
detachment to their cantonments, after the capture or evacuation of the forts of 
Sumunpore and Corah; and that his Excellency’s orders to his Aumil have 
been ‘issued to this effect, with an additional express injunction for the Aumil’s 
regular attendance upon you, and his affording you the fullest information on 
every subject which you may refer to him. 


2. The Aumil has been further instructed to require and obtain the sur- 
render of all the forts in the possession of Oopudhea Mohun Loll, who is 
supposed to be submissive to his authority, and the forts of Buddree, Sumun- 
pore, and Corah, as well as those of Mohun Loll, are directed to be immedi- 
ately destroyed. 

3. If 
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atory or negligent in the execution of those com- 


Zi im to a severe account, and 
mands, the Vizier has assured me that he will call him ! 
that the British troops shall not be required to undertake any further operations 
in the district with a reference to Oopudhea Mohun Loll, whom the Aumil 


has reported to be submissive. 
4. I solicit the favour of your causing the enclosed mandate from his Ex- 
cellency to be delivered to Rajah Newaz Sing, and 
I have, &c. 
His Excellency the Vizier’s Camp, (Signed) J. Barviig, 
29th April 1808. Resident. 


Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing letter be sent to the Military 
Department, in continuation of the reply to the reference of the 4th April 
from that department. 


20 
3. If the Aumil prove dil 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
| The 31st October 1808. 


To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Secretaryto Government, &c. &c. &c. 
Sir: 

I deem it to be my duty to transmit to you, for the notice of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General: in Council, the enclosed copy of a letter 
which I have addressed to Major-General St. Leger, commanding the troops 
in the field, together with copies of the documents which are referred to in 
that letter, and also a copy of a letter which I have addressed to the Judge 
and Magistrate of the zillah of Elahabad, , 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J, Baivuir, 
17th October 1808. Resident. 





To Major-General St. Leger, commanding the Troops in the Field, Cawnpore. 
Sir: 
1. 1 have the honour of transmitting for your information, the enclosed 
copies..of letters which I have received from Major O’Donnell, commanding 
the troops at Pertaubghur. 


> Applications, in the terms suggested by Major O’Donnell, have been 


made to his Excellency the Vizier and to the Judge and Magistrate of Elaha- 
bad; and though I regret the necessity of again employing a train of artillery 
in the neighbourhood of the district of Pertaubghur, I am satisfied of the 
expedience of that measure, and I have every reason to believe that it will be 
productive of the most salutary effects. 


_ 8. The strength of the mud forts in the district of Kewaee,and the force of the 
insurgents and defaulters in that quarter, are reported to me to be very 
inconsiderable; and I indulge a well-grounded hope, that the appearance of 
the intended reinforcement from the post of Pertaubghur, attended by a 
battering train from Elababad, will preclude any further resistance on the part 
of the rebellious Zemindars, and be productive of the permanent tranquillity 
of that portion of’ the Vizier’s dominions. : 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, Signed J. Baruvie, 
17th October 1808. —s Resident. 


To 
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To Captain J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

1. In continuation of the information conveyed in my letter to you, under 
date the 25th ultimo, Iam extremely sorry to inform you that Captain Hartiott 
has failed in his endeavours to settle matters amicably between the Aumil, Sir- 
must Khan, and the refractory Zemindars, as will appear by the enclosed copy 
of a letter received from that officer last night; in consequence of which I 
have this day made application to the commanding officer in the field for bat- 
tering guns and mortars, to enable me to move out with all the troops that can 
be spared from the duties of this post, for the purpose of levelling the whole 
of the small forts in the Handeeah district, said to amount to fourteen in 
number ; and I trust, Sir, you will use your influence with his Excellency the 
Vizier to issue such orders as may ensure the effectual destruction of them with- 
out delay, as it is my intention not to remain a moment longer at any of them 
than what may be absolutely necessary. I beg leave to mention here, that 
when my corps was against Buddree a few months ago, under the command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory, the men were three complete days without grain 
of any sort, which caused great distress to them, as well as to the small detach- 
ment of cavalry then in camp, owing to the shameful neglect of the Aumil. I 
must, therefore, intreat your taking eflectual steps, on the present occasion, to 
ensure that attention from the Aumil of Handeeah which is directed towards 
us in every instance by his Excellency the Nawaub, but rarely attended to. It 
might also be attended with convenience to the troops to have an order sent to 
Newaz Sing, the Aumil of this district, to supply our camp, in the event of 
Sirmust Khan not being able to do so amply. 


2. By the accompanying extract from a letter of Captain Harriott’s, you will 
perceive that the rebels have houses, &c. within the boundary of the Company’s 
territory, where they retire with their families, property, &c. whenever a force 
marches against them, which they may not deem themselves able to hold out 
against: and no doubt this will be the case if I move out against them, for 
they will come back again, to a certainty, on the return of my detachment into 
cantonments, unless you will have the goodness to address the Magistrate at 
Elahabad upon the subject, and by that means have the persons and property 
of such people seized and made over to the Nabob’s Aumil. 


I have, &c. 
Pertaubghur, (Signed) H. O’ Donne 1, 
13th October 1808. | Major, commanding at Pertaubghur. 





ed 


To Major H. O’Donnell, commanding at Pertaubghur. 
Sir: 


In my last letter, dated the 5th instant, I expressed the most sanguine hopes — 


that every dispute between the Zemindars, Seetul Persaud and Noreith Sing, 
with the Aumil, would have been speedily and amicably adjusted; but I am 
now sorry to be under the necessity of informing you that there 1s no chance 
of these people submitting without strong coercive measures. 


From the Sth to the 8th, Seetul Persaud attended the Cutcherry of the 
Aumil, and also at my tent, when every encouragement was held out to him by 
the Aumil. and myself to settle matters amicably, and he continued to promise 
every thing; but on the evening of that day he took himself off, and sent a 
message to the Aumil, saying he would not pay his arrears or give up his ghurry. 
On this open declaration I proposed to the Aumil to march on next morning 
and encamp close to his ghurry ; but the Aumil wishing to try what another 
day would do, sent the day before yesterday an Hircarrah with a message ; 
shrine the approach of the Hircarrah to the ghurry they threatened to fire 
on him. 


In the evening, at the request of the Aumil, I sent a company, under the 
command of Lieutenant Randall, to take post opposite the gateway, but with- 
out the reach of their matchlocks, with orders to plant as many sentries as he 
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could to his right and left, and to intercept all people coming from or going fo 
the ghurry. As soon as the people in the ghurry perceived Lieutenant Ran- 
dall’s party they fired several matchlocks at them. About an hour before day- 
break I joined Lieutenant Randall with the remainder of the detachment, and 
at day-break the Aumil’s troops and guns arrived and took post opposite the 
gateway, the door of which is of planks and was fully exposed to our view, 
and appeared so slight as to be easily demolished. Nine shots were accordingly 
fired from the Aumil’s guns, but they went so wide of the mark that I made 
them desist. 

The Aumil is now collecting materials to erect a battery, or rather to form 
some cover for the men from the matchlocks, and intends to-night to advance 
his guns to within a couple of hundred yards of the ghurry, and has stationed 
parties of his troops round the place to prevent any supplics going into it. 
The ghurry is very small and nearly square, with a bastion at each angle, and 
has only a single wall, and that apparently very thin; but the Aumil’s guns 
being only six-pounders, and very ill supplied with ammunition, they would 
not be able to effect a breach in the wall, and therefore I intend, if possible, to 
demolish the gate and open around that way, though I have very little de- 
pendance on the Aumil’s troops storming the place, even should they be so 
fortunate as to knock down the gate. — or ten fellows from the ghurry 
came out about an hour ago, and attacked a party of nujeebs belonging to 
the Aumil posted near the ghurry: they were, however, beat back ; but one 
of the Aumil’s men, I am sorry to say, received a severe wound in his foot 
from a matchlock ball. The Aumil having represented to me that there are 
three or four ghurries in the district which it will be impossible to reduce with. 
out the aid of battering guns and a couple of howitzers, I think it my duty 
to report it to you; and if I may judge from the resistance making by about 
fifty men in the small ghurry we are now before, and from the little dependance 
to be placed in the Aumil’s troops, I conceive that a reinforcement, accom- 
panied by some guns, or a couple of howitzers, will be absolutely necessary to 
restore the peace of the district. 


Ihave, &c. 
(Signed) G. F. Harrior, 
Camp near Handeeah, Captain, commanding a detachment, 
10th October 1808. second battalion 12th Regiment. 


ame 


Extract of a Letter received from Captain Harriott, dated the 3d October 1808. 


I think it necessary to mention here, that one cause of the difficulty attend- 
ing the collections of this district (Handeeah) is its being entirely surrounded by 
the Compary’s territory, where, upon any alarm, the Zemindars send their 
families, &c. and retire themselves; and I am informed that, should I shew 
any determination to use force, they will instantly fly into the Company’s terri- 
tory, and by that means evade paying their rents, as they leave their ghurries 
to be defended by their adherents: I should, therefore, think that a represen- 
tation to the Magistrate of the district would remedy the evil complained of, 
and might be the means of securing the persons of the defaulters, The 
district above alluded to is in the collection of Elahabad. The family 
of Seetul Persaud is now in the village of Murdapore, about a coss from this, 
in the district of Elahabad; and that of Noreith Sing is at a village called 
Mowyah, in the same district, where he himself flies on any alarm. 





To W. T. Smith, Esq., Acting Judge and Magistrate, Zillah Elahabad. 
Sir : 
1. I have the honour of transmitting to you the enclosed extract from a 
letter which I have recently received from Major O'Donnell, commanding: the 
troops at Pertaubghur, together with a copy of the extract to which that 
letter has a reference; and I suggest to you the urgent necessity-of your 
adopting efficient measures for the seizure of all defaulters from the Vizier’s 
Government, who may take refuge in the district of Elahabad. 
9 The 
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2. The power which is thus afforded to the Vizier’s subjects of evading the 
payment of their revenue by retiring within the Company’s dominions, is one 
of the principal causes of the necessity for extensive military operations under- 
taken by the British troops to quell insurrections in this country. . 

I have, &e. ; e me | 
Lucknow, (Signed) . J. Bauza, - 
17th October 1808, | | | | Resident: 

Ordered, That the Resident at Lucknow be informed that the Right 


Honourable the Governor-General in Council approves the suggestion eon- 
tained in his letters to Major-General St. Leger and the Magistrate of 


Elahabad. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 28th November 1808. 


To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Secretary to Government, &c. &c. &c. 
Sir: 

1. I have the honour of transmitting to you, for the notice of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council, the enclosed extracts from 
despatches which 1 have received from Major O’Donnell, commanding the 
station of Pertaubghur, detailing the operations of his detachment for the sup- 
‘een of the late disturbances in Kewaee, and for the restoration of the 

izier’s authority in that district. 


2. The gallantry and complete success of the assault of Pathur Suraee, and 
the consequent evacuation of no less than seventeen forts of considerable 
strength in the course of a few days, are highly creditable to the military 
talents of Major O’Donnell, and tothe courage and conduct of the troops 
under his command. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. Batu, 
9th November 1808. Resident. 





Extract from a Letter from Major O' Donnell, dated 1st November 1808. 


Ihave the honour to inform you, that marching from Bulleepore this morn- 
ing, I found the small fort of Seeadee, which I intended to attack, had been 
evacuated in the course of the night, and the garriaon had reinforced that of 
Pathur Suraee. 1 proceeded immediately to invest the latter. I opened the 
battery at nine A. M., and finding the breach practicable, at one P.M. I 
ordered three companies to storm the place, in which I have the pleasure to 
say I was completely successful. Every man found in the garrison was put to 
death, and those that attempted to escape were cut up by the cavalry who 
surrounded the enemy. It is so late that I am seveiedl: from sending a More 
particular account of the business, but will inform you of the casualties, &ce. &c. 
to-morrow. 


I have just heard that Lieutenant Jeremie, of the Pioneers, is dangerously 
wounded. 





Extract from a Letter from Major O’ Donnelf, dated 2d November 1808. 


Having received intelligence, on my late march, that the fort of Seeadee, 
which was the first object of my attention, had been evacuated during the 
night, 1 proceeded at once to the next ghurry, Pathur Suraee, distant about a 
mile and a half, and to which the garrison of i had retired. On recon- 
Roitering it I found sufficient cover to justify an immediate attack, without 
waiting to ereot a regular battery, as there were no cannon in the place: and it 
being also the opinion of the officer commanding the artillery that a a 
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breach might be made im the course of the day, 1 determined to lose no time 
in commencing the attack by breaching at the gateway. ‘Fhris determination 


‘E formed, from having constantly observed that these refractory Zemindars, 


although without, prospeet of effectual resistance, generally wait in their forts 
until the assault is about to take place, and then, under cover of the night, 
make their escape with impunity. I therefore set out with an intention of 
making’ a prompt and serious example in the first instance, as likely to be not 
only most effectual, but also to tend to the security of the detachment in the end. 
Besides, I conceived all negociation to be at an end, when the garrison had not 
only refused a recent summons from Captain Harriott’s party, but also fired 
upon them, and would not admit me to proceed near the ghurry on my arrival. 


As the two eighteen-pounders, supported by four companies of Sepoys and 
the advanced guard, were proceeding to occupy the spot from whenee the 
breaching was to take place, a part of the garrison made their escape from the 
ghurry. The remainder shewed an appearance of resistance; and within a 
short time two squadrons of the Seventh Native Cavalry were stationed at the 
south and west faces of the fort, together with two sniping parties, which hac 
eonsiderable effect, by distracting the attention of the enemy in securing the 
battering party. | . 


After three hours the breach being considered practicable, three companies. 
of Sepoys proceeded to the assault, two of which were desired to pass forward 
into the ghurry, while the third, in two divisions, scoured the ditch on cach 
side. The resistance was obstinate, and an attempt was made by a part of the 
garrison to escape towards a jungle about halfa mile distant, immediately on 
the storming party having arrived at the breach; but the eavalry closing up at 
the moment, cut off completely the escape of those who ventured on the plain, 
and I have the pleasure to acquaint you that the result was fully equal to my 
wishes. By all EF can learn, very few escaped, and about eighty of the rebels 
(including Budloo Sing, the head man of this ghurry, and who: is said by the 
Aumil to be the most refractory Zemindar among them) were killed in the 


ghurry, or on the surrounding plain. ‘This example, I have every reason to 


. hope, will be attended with the best consequences, having just now been 


informed by the Aumil that Dobar, one of the strongest ghurries in the district, 
was evacuated during last night. Should this prove to be the case, I hope the 
detachment will not long be detained on the present service. 


It is a pleasing part of my duty to report my obligations to Captain Scaly 
and Lieutenants | sec and Graham, of the Artillery detachment, for their 
promptness and execution in the management of' the puns, and to notiee the 
good conduct of the artillerymen, in their cheerful steadiness under a veryi 
heavy fire of matchlocks, at a distance of four hundred yards from the fort and 
not above two hundred yards from a redoubt in front of the gateway. My best 
thanks are due to Captain Harriott, to Lieutenants Randall, Young, and Ha- 
milton, and Ensign Campbell, and to the native officers and men composing the 
storming party. In the exeeution of this duty, Lieutenant Hamilton has been 
severely wounded; and I have also to mention with thanks the gallantry and 
zeal of Lieutenant Jeremie, commanding the Pieneers, who, I am sorry to add, 
received a dangerous wound while advancing with the ladders. I am greatly 
indebted to Major Knox, commanding the seventh Regiment of Cavalry, for his 
aid and advice during this service, as well as for the judicious disposition of’ his 
regiment yesterday, and to the officers and men of that corps, for their decisive 
and active execution of his orders. 


T have onstage, 4 and directed that one of the bastions in Pathur Suraee 
shall be blown up with powder which has been found in the gliurry.. A party 
of' the Pioneers has also, been sent to recover as many eighteen-pounder shot as 
possible, and a small reward offered for such as may be brought in. : 


‘It is my intention to proceed: to-morrow against Jorawn, a fort which, from 
all accounts, is surrounded by jungle, and only accessible at one angle. It is 
considered among the strongest in the district. | 


Ewt nace 
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Extract from a Letter from Major O'Donnell, dated the 3d November 1808. 


In continuation of my despatch of yesterday, I have the pleasure to acquaint 
you that the detachment under my command marched this morning to Jorawn. 
On my arrival there, I found that the enemy had evacuated it in the course of 
the night. It is a compact fort and strongly situated in a close thick jungle of 
babool trees. From thence I marched on to Dobar, about a coss further, and 
this ghurry also has been evacuated. It is not so strong as the former, but. is 
also surrounded by jungle, and appears to have been the principal residence of 
Sungram Sing, the chief inan among the rebels. ‘There are furnaces and appa- 
ratus in it for casting cannon; and I have just now received intelligence that 
Sungram Sing, Setul Pursaud, and Noreith Sing, with two guns and about thirty 
adherents, were seen yesterday at the village of Shorajepore, in the zillah of 
Mandah, soubah of Elahabad. This information is further confirmed by the 
circumstance that two guns with an elephant passed two days ago with the 
encampment of the light companies of the 26th Regiment, proceeding to 
Benares. 


The example recently made appears to have struck terror throughout this 
district ; and I am convinced no further resistance will be made, although I 
have not yet ascertained that all the ghurries are in the Aumil’s possession. I 
propose to march to-morrow towards Lutchaghur, a fort on the banks of the 
Ganges from whence the rebels have frequently plundered boats in their passage 
on the river; and so soon as I have delivered to the Aumil the remaining 
churries, it is my intention to return with the detachment to cantonments, 
because the Aumil has received positive orders from his Highness the Nawaub 
Vizier to level the different ghurries, and it wonld occupy too much time, 
without any adequate advantage, if the detachment remained to see them 
cestroyed. 





Lxtract front a Leiter from Major O’ Donnell, dated the 5th November 1808. 


Having completed the service for which I was ordered te march with the 
detachment, by delivering over the refractory ghurries in the’ district of 
Kewaee to the Aumil of his Highness the Nawaub Vizier, I have now the 
honour to acquaint you, that it is my intention to march towards cantonments 
to-morrow morning. I have «lesired Captain Sealy to return to Elahabad at 
the same time with a sufficient party to escort the train, and directed him, 
after his arrival in garrison, to despatch the company of Pioneers to Cawnpore. 
Lieutenant Jeremie being unable to travel, will remain at Elahabad until 
sulliciently recovered to rejoin his corps. 


Before concluding this despatch, I am anxious to submit the particular 
reasons which induced me to adopt prompt and decisive measures in the com- 
mencement, instead of proceeding by an attempt at a negociation between 
each Zemindar and the Aumil of the district, and I trust they will meet with 
his Excellency’s approbation. However unpleasant it was to my feelings to 
have determined on putting the garrison of Pathur Suraee to the sword, and 
by disposing of the cavalry around the fort to prevent the possibility of any 
man escaping, yet it struck me forcibly that it was absolutely necessary to 
make an example in the first instance, not only to prevent this frequent recur- 
rence of disturbance and rebellion, but also because it would ultimately 
be the means of saving many lives on our own part. On these ideas [| 
formed my plans, and determined to effect the business, if possible, in the 
course of the day, being convinced from much experience in the customs and 
ideas of these people, that they would do all the mischief in their power until 
we were ready to storm, and then expect to escape under cover of the night. 
Our success at Pathur Suraee has, I am thoroughly convinced, tended to the 
saving of lives in the detachment, because the garrisons of the smaller forts 
would have collected in the others (many of which we have found on inspecting 
them capable of serious resistance), without our being able, on account of the 
Jungle about them, to prevent the escape of the garrison, and might conse- 
quently have occasioned great loss. 

Previously 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
28 Nov, 1808. 





Letter from 
Major O'Donnell. 


Letter from 
Major O'Donnell. 


o™ 


i 
FS 


rae 
ES ls aves ~ 


ine 5 Be 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
28 Nov. 1808. 


Letter from 
Major O'Donnell. 


Letter 
from Secretary to 
Grovernment. 


26 QUDE PAPERS. 


Previously to my arrival, Captain Harriott, by my orders, bad made the 
tour of the district, and summoned the different refractory Zemindars to deliver 
up their forts to the Aumil; but instead of paying any attention to this sum. 
mons, Captain Harriott’s party was treated with insult aud defiance. He was 
not permitted to go close to any of the ghurries, but was frequently fired at, and 
in one instance was attacked near Jorawn by a party who, on his arrival’at the 
ground of encampment, attempted to rush on the companies with drawn awordgy, 
and desisted only when the sepoys collected on the alarm being given and pre- 
pared to charge them. At Pathur Suraee, more especially, the Zemindar, after 
receiving a written assurance that he might come into camp with safety, for 
the purpose of settling matters with the Aumil, refused, under the most frivo- 
lous pretences, to conclude any terms whatever. 


I have now the satisfaction to report, that the whole of the ghurries are 
delivered over to the Aumil, who has placed a party of his troops in each and 
is beginning to destroy them. I have ordered Captain Ryan to remain with 
two companies for a short time to see this business effected, to support the 
authority of the Aumil, and to maintain tranquillity in the district; and I 
return to cantonments with the remainder of the troops, because the season is 
now commencing in which their exercise 1s to be particularly attended to. On 
this subject I am unusually anxious, because my battalion has, with very little 
intermission, been divided into detached parties for a long time past, and 
therefore been deprived of the advantage of regular exercise and discipline. 


Herewith I enclose an acknowledgment from the Aumil of the number of 
ghurries delivered to him, together with a list of them. 





To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir : 

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of you letter of the 9th instant, 
reporting the progress of the troops employed under the command of Major 
O’Donnell, for the suppression of the disturbances, and the complete success 
which has attended them. 


2, The Governor-General in Council desires you will signify to Major 
O’Donnell his Lordship’s high sense of the spirit and military skill evinced by 
himself and the officers and men under his command, and the concern with 
which his Lordship kas learned that Lieutenants Jeremie and Hamilton have 
been severely wounded on this service. 


8. The surrender of the several ghurries held by the refractory Zemindars of 
Kewaee is very satisfactory to the Governor-General in Council ; but his Lord- 
ship cannot but lament the necessity (which has no doubt existed) of making so 
severe an example of the garrison in this species of warfare, when the degree 
of guilt on the part of the rebels is so uncertain and ill-defined. It is always 
with reluctance that the troops of the Company are employed on this kind of 
service, when, from the known defects of the Vizier’s Government, -it is. often 
highly probable that the disturbance has been occasioned by the oppression 
and exactions of his Excellency’s officers, as much as by the turbulent and 
seditious spirit of the Zemindars; and it would certainly be a satisfaction to 
Government to know that the service could be performed without having re- 
course to measures of such extremity, as appear to have been necessary in the 
instance which has given rise to these remarks. 


4, The confidence which Government has in the character of Major QO’ Don- 
nell, precludes the admission of the slightest idea, that any thiag but an entire 
conviction of the necessity of the measure would have induced him to adopt 
it; and these observations are by no means intended to convey any cens#re on 
that respectable officer. : 

Ihave, &c. 
Fort William, (Signed)  N.B. Epmonsrone, 
28th November 1808, Secretary to Government. 


Tween acing 
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EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 6th March 1809. 


To N. B. Edmonatone, Esq., Secretary to Government, &c. &c. &c. 
Sir: , 3 | 
1. The state of certain Jagiers in the reserved territory of his Excellency 
the Vizier, and the repeated applications which I have received from the 
holders of those jagiers, suggest the necessity of a reference to the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council. 


2. Among the Jagierdars under the Vizier’s Government, her Highness 
the Bhow Begum of Fyzabad, her Highness the younger Begum, Shums-oon 
Nissa, the Nawaub Mudar-ood Dowla, Tuhseen Alee Khan, and Tujum- 
ool Hooseyn Khan, consider themselves as the dependants of the British Go- 
vernment, and as entitled to its protection and support. 


8. Disturbances have frequently arisen in the jagiers of both the Begums, 
and in those of Mudar-ood Dowla and Tuhseen Alee Khan, whose revenues have 
been withholden by their landholders, and who, in applying for my support, 
have not hesitated to express their conviction that the Vizier was disposed to 
encourage, rather than to suppress, the disturbances Iu their jagiers, and that 
no advantage could arise from their applications for assistance to his Excel- 
lency, unless supported by the influence and authority of the British Govern- 
ment at his court. 


4. On two very recent occasions I have deemed it to be my duty to call the 
Vizier’s attention to the state of the elder Begum’s, and the Nawaub Mudar- 
ood Dowla’s jagier, and to point oug.to his Excellency the justice and neccs- 
sity of his considering those lands in the same point of view with the other 
districts of his dominions, from which his own revenue is derived, since the 
assignment of lands in jagier could not affect the paramount authority of the 
sovereign over the lands which were so assigned, and consequently the resis- 
tance of the landholder'to the legal authority or just demands of the Jagier- 
dar could be viewed in no other light, with propriety, than as rebellion against 
the sovereign of the country and paramount ruler of the Jagier. 


5. His Excellency the Vizier has invariably admitted the force of my argu- 
ments on this subject, and has frequently promised to take measures for sup- 
porting the authority of the Jagierdars and punishing the refractory land- 
holders. But the ajoption of these measures has been protracted from time 
tu time, to the great injury of her Highness the Bhow Begum and of the Nawaub 
Mudar-ood Dowla, whose complaints in consequence to me have been so 
frequent, and apparently so just, that I deemed it proper to intimate to tlie 
Vizier my intention of employing a small portion of the British troops in his 
country for the suppression of the disturbances in those jagiers. 


‘6. His Excellency seemed entirely averse to the adoption of this latter 
measure, and would appear to be impressed with an idea that the employment, 
oreven the movement of any portion of the British troops in his dominions, 
must be dependant on his own will or requisition exclusively, and cannot 
proceed under the authority of the Resident at his court without his previous 
concurrence and sanction. 


7. My conception of the nature of the alliance subsisting between the two 
states, and of the spirit of the third article of the Treaty of Cession, induces 
me to consider this question in a véry different light from that in which his 
Excellency has viewed it; and as the sacrifice or preservation of the rights of 
the several Jagierdars whom I have noticed may depend on the decision of the 
question, I have thought it my duty to submit it for the consideration of the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, whose sentiments and 
commands upon the subject I am solicitous to be apprized of at the earliest 
practicable period of time. 

I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. Batre, 


‘20th February 1809. Resident. 
To 
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To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir : 

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, under date the 
20th ultimo, on the subject of the disturbances occasionally arising in the lands 
composing the jagiers of their Highnesses the Bhow Begum and the younger 
Begum, and other persons considered to be under the immediate protection of 
the British Government, and the disinclination of His Excellency the Vizier 
to permit the employment of the British troops for the purpose of quelling such 
disturbances ; submitting, at the sametime, to the consideration of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council, whether under the provisions of 
the third article of the Treaty of Cession, the British Government is not 
authorized to employ its troops for that purpose without his Excellency’s pre- 
vious sanction. 


2. The Governor-General in Council has received with great concern this 
report of the Vizier’s disinclination to admit the adoption of the same mea- 
sures for the suppression of disturbances in the lands of the Jagierdars that 
are pursued in the rest of the territories under his dominion, and ae 
approves the representations which you had occasion to address to his Excel- 
lency on that subject. 


3. The Governor-General in Council, however, doubts the right of the 
British Government to employ its troops in the cases which you have stated 
without the concurrence of the Vizier, and apprehends that the provisions of 
the third article of the Treaty of November 1801 are inapplicable to cases of 
that nature, because the occurrence of such cases could not be supposed 
without injury to the character and creditof the Vizier, and could not, there- 
fore, have been contemplated in forming that article. 


4. The article in question provides that with a view to the effectual defence 
of the territories of the Vizier against foreign or domestic enemies, it shall be 
in the power of the Company’s Government to station the British troops in 
such parts of his Excellency’s dominions as shall appear to the said Govern- 
ment to be most expedient ; and consequently, in the execution of any service 
requiring a system of military operations, to regulate the movement of the 
troops.according to the exigency of the occasion. 


5. The terms of this article presuppose some external attack, or some inter- 
nal commotion which may eventually take place, is expected, or has actually 
occurred ; and the object of that article could not have been to provide against 
any disinclination on the part of the Vizier to authorize the employment of 
troops for the protection of his own dominions, since it would have been 
absurd to suppose that his Excellency could, under any circumstances, desire 
to encourage external attack or internal insurrection, without imputing to him 
a spirit of hostility and treachery towards his ally. The object of that article 
was to secure to the troops a latitude of action, applicable to any emergency 
of danger, unimpeded by the embarrassments which would probably arise, if 
his Excellency were allowed to regulate or influence the system of defensive 


arrangements or of military operations. 


6. Entertaining this construction of the third article of the treaty, the 
Governor-General in Council is reluctantly compelled to determine that, in the 
cases In question, no other measures are admissible than those of remonstrance. 
You will, therefore, be pleased to renew your representations to his Excellency 
in the name of the Governor-General, and endeavour to convince his Excellency 
of the impolicy, as well as injustice, of countenancing disturbances within the 
lands of his Jagierdars, and of the danger to which the general tranquility of 
his country is exposed, and the injury which his reputation must sustain, by 
tolerating the prevalence of commotion within the limits of his own territories. 


Ihave, &c. 


Fort William, (Signed) = N. B. Epmonsrone, 
6th Mareh 1809. Chief Secretary to Government. 
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EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
| The 31st October 1809. 
> To the Honourable John Lumsden, Esq., ‘Vice-President jn Council. 
Honourable Sir: _ oa ‘ ae ers 
I have thé hénour of submitting to your notice the ericlosed copies of letters 


4 


dated the 3d and 16th instant, which I have addressed to’ the commanding 


officer of the British troops at Secrora, in compliance with the requisition of 
his Excellency the Vizier. | ae, . 

: a I have, &c. | 
Lucknow, ga (Signed) J. Bareair, 7 
18th October 1809. 7 | ! Resident. - 


enna 


To Major Bird, commanding the Treops at Secrora. 
Sir: | ! | | 
1. In compliance with the requisition of his Excellency the Vizier, I have 
the honour of transmitting for your information the enclosed copy of an arzee 
received: from the Ameen of Nandparta. | 


2. If the statement of Roshun Khan’s proceedings, as contained in this docu- 
ment, be correct, it seems &dvisable to lose no time in requiring that person to 
desist from warlike preparations, so manifestly improper’ and unbecoming the 
condition of a subject ; and you will accordingly be pleased, after ascertaining 
the truth of the intelligence, to address a i to Roshun Khan in the 
terms of this communication, and warning him of the fatal consequences to 
himeelf which must inevitably be produced by his persisting in conduct so 
improper. | 

8. After receiving an answer from Roshun Khan, if his explanation do not 
prove satisfactory, you will be pleased to adopt the necessary measures, in con- 
cert with the Vizier’s Ameen, for reducing the small fortress of Nandparra and 
disarming Roshun Khan and his adherents. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. Bairuig, 
3d October 1809. | | Resident. 





- Arsee of Meer Muhmood Alee, Ameen of Nandparra, datcd the 
| - 26th September 1809. 


At this time Roshun Khan, the Chaila of Mudar Buksh, has commenced his 
hostile preparations. The repairs of the fortress and ditch are proceeding 
rapidly by -his drders, and-he is entertaining men every day. A thousand men 
from. the hills have been called to his-assistance, and the manufacture of powder 
and cannon, and musket-shot, as well as the purchase and deposit of grain in 
the fort, are preceeding with remarkable zeal. Outposts and videttes have 
been established in all directions round the fort, the Ranee’s property has been 
removed from it, and. every thing looks like preparation for defence. 


Ot my sécewing the first intelligence of these proceedings, I summoned 
Heera:.Loll;:the agent of Roshun Khan, and cautioned him against the dangess - 
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of such proceedings, which must ultimately tend to their destruction. Heer | 


Loll pretended that the preparations were merely against surrounding Zemin. 


dars; who-aeé always troublesome at this season ; but all this I know to'be false, 


and have..therefore.deemed it tobe my duty to represent the matter to the : 


presencesiis b 6, 
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To Major Bird, commanding the Troops at Seerora. : - 
Sir: : i 

1, Since the despatch of my letter to your address, under date the 3d instant, 
authentic accounts have been received of the rebellious ¢onduct of Roshun 
Khan, possessor of the fortress of Nandparra, and have ittuced me to concur 
with his Excellency the Vizier in the propriety. of expelling Rodhun Khan 
from the fortress in question, and dispossessing him of all the dands*which he 
has recently usurped in that quarter. : EE eS 

2. With this view, the whole of the disposable force of his Excellency the 
Vizier, consisting of a regular battalion of sepoys and six guns, with a con- 
siderable number of irregular cavalry and matchlock-men, under the control 
of Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan, Aumil of Khyrabad, has been ordered to 
march without delay, and to cross the Gogra at the point nearest to the frontier 
of Nandparra, where the Aumil has been directed to halt, for the purpose of 
communicating with you, and of receiving your instructions and commands on 
the subject of his future operations. 


8. Hukeem Mehdi has been instructed to procure and convey to you, the 
most accurate information regarding the situation and strength, of the fortress 
of Nandparra, the nature of the access towards it, the most practicable mode 
ef attacking it, and the number and efficiency of the garrison, a8 well as of the 
troops and adherents of Roshun Khan in the distfict at large: ‘He has been 
further instructed, with the view of securing the person of Roshun' Khan and 
suppressing the disorders in Nandparra at once, if you deem this measuré to be 
practicable, to advance to the attack of Nandparra with the Vizier’s battalion 
‘and artillery alone, in the hope of inducing Roshun Khan to hezard a general 
action, which the appearance of the British troops might prevefit, and “thus 
protract the accomplishment of the object. : 


' 4. You will be pleased to receive and consider the communications of Hukeem 
Mehdi Alee Khan, and to report the result of your deliberation on the sub- 
ject of them with the least practicable delay, conveying at the sane time ‘your 
opinion regarding the practicability of the capture of Nandparra, and suppres- 
sion of the rebel Roshun Khan by the force of Hukeem Mehdi, with or with- 
out the assistance of the British troops under your command, and holding the 
whole of the disposable force at Buhramgauth and Secrora in readiness to pro- 
ceed to the support of the Vizier’s troops if circumstances render this measure 
advisable. 


5. If a further reinforcement of the British troops, or the aid of a battering 
train, be in your opinion required, you will, of course, convey that opinion, and 
the grounds of it, with the least practicable delay. ; 

I have, &c. | a 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Basuuzz,. 
. 16th Octuber 1809. Resident. 


eigenen 


| To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow, | 









Sir: | aera a 2 vane 
I am directed to pepe i the receipt of your despatch ol the. 
instant, enclosing copies of the letters which, at the requisition of his Excel- 


lency the Vizier, you addressed’to the officer commanding at Setrore, ay 
him to adapt measures for coercing the rebellious Aumfl of Nendparh 
inform you that your proceedings on that occasion ‘are entirely apiproy 
Excellency the Vice-President in Council. * =e 


% pt 
& 






I have, &e.- ee rt 
Fort William, (Signed) C. Leaiuigvex” 


Sist October 1809. Acting Secretary to Government. 
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EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 12tk December 1809, | 
To his Excellency Lieutenant-General Hewett, Vice-President, &c. &c. &c. 
_ Honourable Sir : ; 2 owe a 
I have the honour of submitting for your Excellency’s information the 
enclased. copy of a letter which I have this day addressed to Major-General 
St. Leger, commanding the troops in the field, together with copies of the 
documents which are referred to in that letter.’ a | 
| — Thave, &c. oO 
: Lucknow, | , Sa. gaa A (Signed) = ds Bani, 
98th November 1809. | | . sasident, 


ae 





- To Major-General St. Leger, &c. &c. &e., 


ir: Eos | 

1. Ihave the honour of transmitting to you the enclosed copy of a letter 

‘which I have this day received from Major Bird, commanding the troops at 

Nandparra, together with a copy of my despatch of this date addressed to that 
officer in reply. 


@. Major Bird's zeal for the public service, and his imperfect information 
regarding the strength of ‘the fortress. of Nandparra, weuld appear to have 
induced him to depart from the spirit of my instructions under date the 16th 
ultimo, by advancing with an inadequate force, and authorizing the commence- 
meat of hostile operations against the fort before the means of success wene -at 
his disposal. ’ 

3. It does not, however, appear that any unpleasant effects can result from 
the advance of the detachment to Nandparra; and on the contrary, the occu- 

ation of a position so near to the fort by the troops of his Excellency the 
Vizier and by the detachment under the command of Major Bird, will serve, 
at least, to keep the rebels in check, and to preclude their reinforcement, or 
the admission of supplies into the fortress, till effectual measures can be 
adopted for its reduction. 


4. I suggest for your consideration the propriety of affording to Major Bird 
the assistance of a battering train with the least practiceble delay; and as thie 
relieving corps for the stations of Seetapore and Secrora may be expected to 
arrive at their destination before the 20th of the ensuing month, a reinforce- 
ment of infantry, to any extent which may be required, can be ordered from 
those battalions... 

I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. Barture, 
| 28th November 1809. Resident. 





. To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow, &c. &c. &c. 
| ir: | 

I have the honour to — you, that I have this morning taken up a 
position before the fortress of Nandparra, and, in the act of reconnoitring, the 
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pen of the fort opened upon us. “From the most correct Jocal.information that . 


can obtain, Roshun Khan has between four and five thousand rebels armed 
im the fort, and nine guns of different calibre mounted on the walls, Froth his 
commencing hostilities, his determination to oppese is obvious ; I corceive it 
therefore advisable to make regular approaches against the fort, and. have 
ordered Hukeem Mehdi Alee to procure the requisite materials for the con- 
struction of gabions, &c. er 


{am sorry to inform you, that the only gun in camp that could make any 
dmpression on the fort at present, and belonging to Hukeem Mehdi Alee, burst 
this morning, and I understand that several of his people have been severely 
wounded by the fire from the fort. 


Enclosed 


" 
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a Ted - e 9 : | 
SADIE oe: incloned is. the rebel. Closilah's reply to.mmy summons of yesterday to sur. 
“render up h he ‘Yort, and “his followers ; a" compliance with 
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is person, t 








a ~~ which would lave induced me to intercede with his Highness the Vizier for his 
ee - have he 
ae © Camp, Nandparra, — _ _. (Signed) — J. Brnp, 
26th November 1809. | | _ Major, commanding. | 
Letter To Major Bird, commanding Camp at Nandparra. 
a — at Sir . é 
ai 1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter under date 
the 26th instant. - : 


2, The information which you have now conveyed to me, regarding the 
strength of the fortress of Nandparra and the number of the rebel Reshun’s 
adherents in arms, is extremely different from the reports of Hukeem Mehdi 
Alee Khan to his Excellency the Vizier, and seems further to be at variance 
with. the statements which are contained in your own despatches of the 


Sd and 17th instant to my address. 


8. The reduction of the fortress of Nandparra by the troops of his Highness 
the Vizier and the detachment under your command, without the aid of a 
battering train, seems to me to be totally impracticable ; and from a considera- 
tion of the repeated orders of the government with a reference to the employ- 
ment of British troops against forts or other places of strength, I deem it to 
be my duty. to desire that you will suspend all operations of a nature calculated 
to endanger the credit or safety of the troops under your command, until 
effectual measures shall be adopted for ensuring the success of those operations, 
maintaining, at the same time, your present position in the neighbourhood of 
Nandparra, with the view of precluding the reinforcement of the garrison or 
the admission of supplies into the fortress. 


4. A copy of this despatch shall be transmitted without delay to the com- 
manding officer of the troops in the field. 





I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Bariuie, | 
28th November 1809. Resident. 
Bengal Political EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
Consultations, 
19 Dec. 1809. The 19th December 1809. . 
Letter To his Excellency the Honourable Lieutenant-General Hewett, Vice-President 
from Resident at in Council. 


Lucknow. er 
Honourable Sir : 


In continuation of the subject of my despatch, under date the 28th ultimo, 
I have now the honour of transmitting, for your Excellency’s information, the 
enclosed copy of a letter which I have more recently addressed to Major- 
General St. Leger commanding the troops in the field, together with copies 
of the documents which are referred to im that letter, and also a copy of my 
letter of this date'to the commanding officer of the’ treeps at Lucknow. 


T have, &c. 


Lucknow, | | a (Signed) J. Barre, 
4ih December 1809. _ Os Resident. . 
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To Major-General St.Leger, commanding the Troops in the Field, Cawnpore. 
Sir : 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, under date the 
30th ultimo, with its enclosure, and I solicit your acceptance of my cordial 
acknowledgments for the readiness with which you have been pleased to 
comply with my suggestion on the subject of the military operations against 
Nandparra. | 


@. The enclosed are copies of letters, under date the Ist instant, which I 
despatched by express to the commanding officers of Seetapore and Per- 
taubghur. | 


3. Five complete companies of sepoys from the regiment on duty at this 
station shall be holden in readiness to proceed with the battering train to 
Nandparra, immediatelyon its arrival at Lucknow. 


4, His Excellency the Vizier has most readily acquiesced in the arrangements 
for the reinforcement of the troops at Nandparra from this station and Seeta- 
pore, and has issued the most Lipsy orders for the preparation of supplies at 
the different stages on the road, and of platform boats for the transportation 
of the troops across the Gogra. | — S 

5. I havethe honour -of transmitting for your information the enclosed 


copies of two despatches which I have recently received -from Major Bird, 
together with a copy of a letter, of yesterday’s date, which I addressed to 


that officer. 
5 | have, &e.: iss 
| Lucknow, ~— = (Signed) J. Barrrze, 
2d Decentber 1809. . Resident. | 
To Major W. Raban, commanding the Troops at Pertaubghur. 
Sir: 


1. Immediately on your receipt of this letter, I request that you will be 
pleased to detach a complete squadron of the third regiment of cavalry by the 
shortest route to Nandparra, in the district of Baraitch. The detachment to be 
employed against the fortress of Nandparra. 


2. His Excellency theVizier has instructed his several Aumils to prepare 
supplies for the detachment, on its march by the route of Sooltanpore to 
Fyzabad and Secrora, and to have boats in readiness at Fyzabad for the 
purpose of its crossing the Gogra. 


8. I calculate on the junction of the squadron of cavalry with the troops 
encamped befere Nandparra within ten days from.the date of your receiving 


this despatch. ae 
Ihave, &c. 


_Lucknow, | (Signed) J. Bante, 
[st December 1809. 7 Resident. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath, commanding the Troops at Seetapore. 
| Sirs Meee og ig , 

1. Immediately on your receipt of this letter,.-£ -request-that you will be 
pleased to proceed with the whole of the troops under your command, except- 
ing such a detail as may be required for the protection of the cantonments, to 
reinforce the detachment under the souatund of Major Bird, which is-encamped 
before the fortress of Nandparra ia Baraitch, and to assume the general.com- 
mand of the operations against that fortress. —_ | 


. 2, His Excellency the Vizier hasdirected his Aumil of Khyrabad to prepare 
supplies for your detachment on #s march to Nandparra, by the route of 
Buhramgauth, where boats will be-holden:in apadiness:for the purpose of your 


crossing the Gogra. | 
K 8. A detachment 
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Since my despatch of Hib. 26th instant to your address, £ thought i¢ adviss- 
ble, on the 27th, to move.from the position.I had taken up, in consequence of 
the great scarcity of water for the supply of my detachment and the contiguity 
of an extensive jungle, which must have rendered our situation, hazarddus, ‘on 
account of the numerous'rebels who, I was informed, had been dispersed there 
for the purpose bac ey our camp. I consequently took up my ground to 
the right of Hukeem ais acer noient ‘where I had scarcely arrived when 
I was informed of the Hukeem’s intention of moving to another position; I there- 
fore judged it expedient to direst that Aumil to remain where he was till ‘my 
further advice. To my infinite surprise, however, I found that he paid se little 
attention to it, theagh my, motives had heen. fully explained to him,- that he 
moved his encampment considerably in my rear this morning. .On expostulating 
with him on the irregularity of such a proceeding, he could assign no satisfac- 
tory reason for such conduct The consequence was, that the whole of the 
encampment accompanied him, Soorul Sing excepted, who. alone remained. on 
his ground until this evening, when that Rajah (whom I have to express my 
satisfaction of, for the vigorous and active measures pursued by him since his 
arrival in camp, and who, in fact,.was the only chief, in my epinion, that 
appeared zealous in the cause) was compelled, from being abandoned, to join 
Hukeem Mehdi’s camp,: withdrawing his guns from a most important posi- 
tion, where a well directed fire had been kept up and a check given to the 
audacious rebels in their various sallies from the fort, and which position being 
thus deserted was immediately seized and destroyed by them. . All of these 
circumstances I was allowed to remain ignorant of by the Hukeem, ‘who when 
called upon for an explanation, declared that he neither had a control or com. 
mand over any description of people out of his own immediate camp; and that 
little reliance or confidence could be reposed or expected from the ‘others. 


a Loe Deane aR SC ec 

It is therefore painful to me, fir, to represent to you the present situation of 

my detachment, which, thus circamstancdd;}t fs ‘uttaveldahly “harassed ‘ every 

night, by the rigorous necessity of: being cénstiatly on’ Wie" afért; in order to 

maintain its present position, by guardiap against the méditated attacks of the 
numerous and surrounding rebels. “You will be pleased to communicate to - 

me your further directions and‘drders on the occasion with convenient despatch. 


In drawing to # canclusion, I congider it of ityportance to state to you, that 

considerable detachments fromthe irregulagy:in' camp have been sent away 

for various purposes, withoutany knawielae OF tie circumstance ‘from Hukeem 

Mehdi Alee, by which the main .bedy that I,firet formed 9 juaction with has 

been considerably di Mp ke pate tgp ae a | 
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. Majer, commanding. 
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PS. It has just sow come to my knowl 
ae camp ore Beraitch has been cat éif'by the revels from 3 
Jumoonia, who.havé threasenied destruction to all the country, about Baraiteh.,. 
The apprehension, therefare, of Want, and the.-distressing- situation of my: 
amell cotachment laying on: their.aciag without the-proapect of coming to some 
determination either one .way ot ether, induces me to solicit your serious 
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I, bave the hanour to acknowledge the receipt of your desp sich of the 26th 


instant;:eed, ‘with reference tothe second patigreph, of the subject of the 
information I had the pleasure to transmit you, under date the Sd and 17th 
instant, respecting Nandparra, and what { had communicated in my despatch 
of the @6th instant, I am perfectly aware of the statements regarding the 
fortress and the number of the rebel Roshun Khan's adheréats in atms to be 
undoubtedly at variance, which can alone.be accounted for, from my being 
deceived into a belief that the accounts received at the former periods, both 
from Muhmood, the Ameen, and the Hirkarrahs I had despatched from 
Secrora for the purpose of information, might have been correct, nor. had: I 
reason to entertain a different opinion’on the subject till my: arrival before the 


fortress. 
The orders specified in your third paragraph, desiring me to suspend all 


operations that might endanger the credit or safety of the troops under my 
command, shall be implicitly complied with: The utmost exertions on my 
part shall not be wanting, to maintain the present: position of my detachment 
in the neighbourhood of Nandparra: and as it would not be advisable to 
separate any part of it, for the 9, of preventing reinforcements in the 
garrison or supplies into the fortress, I have directed Hukeem Mehdi Alee to 
detach an. adequate force on the occasien from his camp, and which he has 
promised to de, observing. that during the day the measure might succeed, but 
at night is impracticable, on account of the secret bye-ways and footpaths 
leading to the fort from the jungles. From the general information, however, 
it would appear manifest that the rebels have immense supplies of all descrip- 
tions established within the fort; but any further late reinforcements have not, 


1 believe, been clearly ascertained. 





I have, &c. 


Camp, Nandparra, (Signed) J. Bian, 
30th November 1809. Major, commanding. 





To Major Bird, commanding the Troops at Nandparra. 
Sir; : 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
29th ultime, and'I am concerned to learn that the conduct of Hukeem 
Mehdi Alee Khan has not deserved your approbation. 

2, My letter of the 28th ultimo, and the orders of the general officer com- 
manding in the field, under date the $0th ultima, must have reached you ere 
this can arrive, and will supersede the necessity of any further instructions for 
your guidance. 


3. Lieutenant-Coleonel MacGrath, with the whole of the force under his 


-command, will march from Seetapore on the evening of the 2d instant; and 
five companies of sepoys, from the regiment on duty at this station, will pro- 
ceed on the 4th instagt. in charge of the battering train. 

4. A squadren of cavairy has further been directed to join you from Pertaub- 


ghur with the least practicable delay ; and it only remains for you to maintain 
4 position, either before.or in the neighbourhood of Nandparra, and to confine 


yourself to defensive operations until reinforcements and the batteripg train 


shall arrive. 
— “Lucknow, © - | (Signed) J. Baitur, 
Ist December 1809. —_—* _ Revident. 
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Cunninghame, commanding’ the Troops 


To Lieutenant-Colonel J. 
at Lucknow. 


Sir: 

A battering train, consisting of two iron eighteen-pounders, one iron 
twelve-pounder, and one howitzer, being expected to arrive at this station 
from Cawnpore on the morning of the 6th instant, I request that you will be 
pleased to direct the commanding officer of the detachment now under orders 
of march, to receive charge of the battering train immediately on its arrival, 
and to proceed with it to Nandparra, in Baraitch, by the route of Buhram- 
gauth, with all practicable expedition, taking care to apprize the commanding 
officer of the troops at Nandparra of the day on which he crosses the river 
Gogra, after which he will consider himself as under the orders of that officer 
and report his daily progress accordingly. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. Bariue, 


‘Lucknow, 
Resident. 


Ath December 1809. 





To His Excellency the Honourable Lieutenant-General Hewett, Vice- 
President in Council. 
Honourable Sir : 

I have the honour of transmitting, for your Excellency’s information, the 
enclosed copy of a letter, dated the 4th instant, which I addressed to Lieute- 
nant-Colonel MacGrath, commanding the troops at Nandparra, together with 
copies of the documents which are referred to in that letter. 


Thave, &c. 
(Signed) J. Barus, 


Lucknow, esate 
esident. 


6th December 1809. 





To Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath, commanding a Detachment, on his 
March to Nandparra. 
Sir: 
1. I have the honour of transmitting for your information the enclosed 
translations of a letter, and other documents, which I have this -day received 


from his Excellency the Vizier. 


2, The intelligence contained in those documents will suggest to you the 
peculiar importance of your arrival in the district of Baraitch with the least 
possible delay, and the inexpediency of your halting at Buhramgauth till the 
arrival of the battering train, which will be sufficiently protected on its march 
by the detachment proceeding in charge of it from this station. 


3. The junction with the force under your command of a complete squadron 
of cavalry, which marched yesterday morning from Pertaubghur and will 
arrive in the vicinity of Baraitch about the 10th or 11th instant, will enable 
you to take effectual measures for the protection of that district from the 
depredations of the marauders who are stated to have recently infested it. 


IT have, &c. 
(Signed) J. ‘BalLuie, 


Lucknow, 
Resident. 


“th December ‘1809. 


From His Excellency the Vizier, received the 4th December 1809. 


_ enclose, for your information, copy of an arzee from Emam-oo Deen, the 
Kutwal of Baraitch, from which you will learn that the rebels of Nandparra 
have attacked some villages in the neighbourhood of Baraitch, and that a 
report prevails of their intention of plundering that city. I request that you 
will be pleased to order a detachment of British troops to be stationed in the 
Heighbourhood of Baraitch, to prevent further depredations, and to punish the 
marauders in that quarter. 


T loners 
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Ihave understood from Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan, that Major Bird had 
stated to him thet: people:tagm the: hilla:have repkiend: to the fertrers of Nani- 
parra to reinforce the garrison.’ Lhe Major desired Hukeem Mehdi to be on 
the alert and watchful. I request that you will adopt such measures, witha 
reference. to this report, as.nay:eppear te. you tobe advisable... 


Translation of the Arzee of Emam-ood Deen, the Kutwal of Baraitch, dated 


It is reported that yesterday several villages in the vicinity of Baraitch were 
plundered by the rebels of Nandparra,.and that they intended to make an 
attack on Baraitch: this report. hae greatly alarmed the inhabitants. I have 
comforted the Ryots, and’ out’of the hundred people I have with me, | 
have placed fifty at the nakas, or entrances into the town, and with the remain- 
ing fitty have patroled round the citythe whole night. If your Excellency be 
pleased to aliow me a gun for the defence of @he city it will ensure greater 


safety. 





Translation of the Baraitch Akhbar, daied the 1st December 1809. 


Several persons from.the village of Mullapoor, in the district of Baraitch, 
repaired to Ram Sing, Tehsildar of Baraitch, and stated to him that last night 
(30th November) several of the followers of Roshun Khan, Chelah of Nuwaub 

Mudar Bukhsh deceased, late Talookdar of Nandparra, attacked the above 
village, killed two cow-herds, set fire to the village, burnt four children and 
fifteen bullocks, and took away the property of the inbabitants, The Tell- 
sildar consoled these people, and said that the rebels should shortly be punished. 


A true translation: 
(Signed) J. Bariure, 
Resident. 


ikeaemeee? 


To His Excellency the Honourable Licutenant-General Hewett, Vice 
President in Council. ; 
fHonourable Sir : a re uA 
I have the honour of transmitting, for your Exeellency’s information, the 
enclosed copies of despatches which [ have this day received from Lieutenant- 
Colonel MacGrath and Major Bird, commanding detachments of troops 
employed against the fortress of Nandparra. 


I have,. &c. | 
Lucknow, - (Signed) J. Batu, 
9th December 1809. Resident. 


” "Fo J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at‘ Lucknow. 
ir: he pee = ee: 

I beg to acquaint you, for the satisfaction of his*Exceltency the Vizier, that I 
crossed the river Gogra with the detachment under my command yesterday, 
and have. proceeded one march from the ghaut on the road towards Nandparra, 
where I shall arrive on the 12th current. You may likewise assure his Excel- 
lency that every possible exertion on ‘my part shall be used, to avert the danger 
to be apprehended from the followers of the rebel chief, Roshun Khan, I 
likewise transcribe a paragraph of my public report to Major-General St. Leger, 
for your information, as follows: . 3 

‘“ The detachment at present stationed at Bulamgauth consists of four com- 
“ panies; and a8. does not strike me there is any particular ‘necessity for so 
“ large a-force at thet..post, I would wish to recommend the ,propriety of de- 
« taching two companies for the protection of Baraitch, until such time as the 
“ service before Nandparra is completed. = 
L “ Tsubmitted 
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‘¢ T submitted the propriety of this measure to the Resident at Lucknow, 
‘¢ who gbjects to it only onzéhe score of interfering with the general relief. 
«¢ But, as the relief of Buhramghaut is suspended for the present, a part of the 
‘¢ detachment might be temporarily posted at Baraitch, where I understand 
“< their services are likely to be required in quelling disturbances apprebended 
‘¢ from the followers of Roshun Khan, the rebel chief, &c. &c.”’ 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) J. MacGratn, 
Camp Kotah, ieutenant-Colonel, commanding 
8th December 1809. ist Battalion 9th Regiment. 


PERT AD 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 


Sir: 
I do myself the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your express of the 
4th instant, conveying me cogy of your instructions to Lieutenant-Colonel 
MacGrath. : 


I have pleasure in acquainting you that much attention is manifested in 
regular supplies to our detachment in camp, Hukeem Mehdi Alee having 
informed me that an efficient party was detached some days ago by Baluck 
Ram, and posted under Ommur Sing at Surkerpore, for the purpose of pro- 
tecting’ and facilitating the necessary supplies. 


I have, &c. 


Camp, Nandparra, (Signed) J. Burp, 
7th December 1809. Major, commanding. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 26th December 1809. 


To his Excellency the Honourable Lieutenant-General Hewett, Vice President 
in Council. 
Honourable Sir : 
I have the honour of transmitting, for your Excellency’s information, the 
enclosed copy of a despatch which I have this day received from Lieutenant. 
Colonel MacGrath, commanding the troops at Nandparra. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, | (Signed) J. Barvuiz, 
14th December 1809. Resident. 


: To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: | | 

I beg leave to inform you that I arrived before the fort of Nandparra to-day, 
where I joined Major Bird’s detachment. 


Iam happy to inform yoxjthat in the course of my march through the Vi- 
zier’s country, since my last'réport, I have not experienced the smallest diffi- 
culty. Supplies of every description were amply furnished at my daily places 
of encampment. | 


From the state of forwardness in which I found the preparations for the re- 
duction of the fort, I have reason to be satistied with the useful assistance 
Major Bird must have experienced from Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan’s exer- 
tions to forward the public service: a circumstance, I hope, you will do me the 
favour of communicating to his Excellency the Vizier. - .. 


With reapect to the disturbance which was reported to have existed in the 
neighbourhood of Baraitch, I made every inquiry, and I have reason to believe 
that nothing ofan alarming nature occurred to entertain apprehensions for the 
safety of that town. Two or three villages, intermediately situated between 

| this 
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this place and Baraitch, in the Nandparra district, have been burnt, which | 
believe to be the extent of the damage that has been sustained. 


The cavalry will arsive in camp to-morrow, and the battering-train I expect 


on the 15th. 
I have, &c. 
Camp at Nandparra, (Signed) J.MacGaatn, 
12th December 1809. 7 - Lieutenant-Colonel commanding 


at Nandparra, 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 2d January 1810. 


To his Excellency the Honourable Lieutenant-General George Hewett, Vice- 
President in Council, &e. &c. &c., Fort William. 


Honourable Sir : 

I have the honour of transmitting, for your Excellency’s information, the 
enclosed copy of a despatch which t have this day received from Lieutenant- 
Colonel MacGrath, reporting the evacuation, on the evening of the 18th instant, 
of the fortress of Nandparra in Baraitch, together with a copy of a letter which 
1 have addressed on this occasion to the Secretary to the Right Honourable 
the Governor-General at Fort St George. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baruuss, 
20th December 1809. Resident. 


a] 


To Captain J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 
I have much pleasure in acquainting you that the fortress of Nandparra was 
abandoned last night about ten o'clock, during the time the batteries were con- 
structing to effect its reduction. 


The secret manner in which the rebels effected their escape, under cover of 
a thick and extreme jungle, prevented my having an opportunity of cutting off 
their retreat; but I lost no time in detaclting a party in pursuit, as you will 
observe by my official report on the subject to Major-General St. Leger, a copy 
of which I herewith transmit for your satisfaction. 


The fort is now garrisoned by a detachment of his Excelleney the Vizter’s 
troops. \ 


I shall be more at leisure to-morrow, when I shall address you particularly on 
the subject of the further services which will be required from this detachment, 
and when completed, will tend to firmly establish his Excellency the Vizier’s 
authority in this district. 


, Ihave, &c. 
Camp at Nandparra, (Signed) J. MacGrartu, 
1Sth December 1809. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding at Nandparra. 





To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Secretary to Government, &c. &c. &c. 
Sir: , 8 

1. Lhave the honour of reporting to you, for the information of the Right 

Honourable the Governor-General, that the fortress of Nandparra, in the dis- 

trict of Baraitch, against which a detachment of the British troops has been 

emploved for some time at the requisition of his Excellency the Vizier, was 

evacuated on the evening of the 18th instant and taken possession of by his 

Excellency’s Aumil, who has been instructed, at my suggestion, to have it 
immediately razed to the ground. | 

2. The 
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Bengal Political © 2, The circumstances which have led to-the employment of the British troops 
sprees on this oecasion, and the:details of the wmilitary. operations iider the command 
epee of Major Bird and Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath, are contained in the enclosed 
a copies of letters which have passed between those officers and me, and of, two 
| letters which I addressed to Major-General St. Leger, commanding the troops 
in the field. | | ee ae 


| _ Ihave, &c. _ 2 hee ae 
Lucknow, (Signed) = J. Batunrz, 
20th December 1809. Resident. 





Letter To his Excellency the Honourable Lieutenant-General George Hewett, Vice- 
from Resident at President in Council, Fort William. : ts Ge 
ue Honourable Sir : | eo 
In continuation of the subject of my despatch of yesterday’s date, I have 
now the honour of transmitting, for your Excellency’s information, the enclosed 
copy of a letter which I have this day received from Lieutenant-Colonel 
MacGrath, commanding the troops at Nandparra. - — 
. I have, &c. - 4 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baruute, 
‘21st December 1809. Resident. 


4 


Letter from 
Lieutenant-Coloncl Sir: 
MacGrath. a eas ; ; ; so ; | . See 
Having been disappointed in the hope that Captain Whitehead would have 


overtaken the fugitive insurgents with Roshun Khan, I have resolved on imme- 
diately setting out to take the command of that detachment, which has halted 
some distance on this side of Hyderghur. - 

The fort of Roderghur has been abandoned by the enemy, and possession 
given by Captain Fogo to his Excellency’s Aumil. - 

Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan reports, that the man in command of Churddelah 
offers to surrender his fort and such prépérty penaing to Roshun Khan as is 
in his charge: a circumstance that, I hope, will lead to a speedy adjustment of 
all services to be performed in this quarter.” ee 

I have, &c. ae) ge 


To Captain J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 





Nandparra, (Signed) J. MacGaarg,: : 
. 19th December 1809. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding at Nandparra. 
Bengal Politic EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS,.. 
pvearaniy: - Lhe 9th January 1810. a 
Letter To his Excellency the Honourable Lieutenant-General George Hewett, Vice- 
nomen Bs ‘ : President in Council, Fort-William, eo ae 
otal _ re Male a, 


Honourable Sir : : 

I have the honour of transmitting, for your Excellency's information, the 
enclosed copy of a letter which I have this day addressed to Lieutenant- 
Colonel MacGrath, together with copies of the documents which are referred 


4 


to in that despatch. 


I have, &c. Oo 

| (Signed) J. Barvtra, 

— | dResident. 
we ag Lathe To 


~ Lucknow, | 
27th December 1809... | 
| | 4 
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To Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath, commanding the Troops in Nandparra. 


Sir: 

1. I have the honour of transmitting, for your information and guidance, the 
enclosed translation of a letter which I have received from his Excellency the 
Vizier, together with a copy of my answer to that letter, and a statement of 
the names of the several refractary Zemindars in the district of Baraitch, the 
reduction of whose forts or fastnesses, and whose deprivation of the means of 
future resistance to authority, form the only remaining objects of the services 
of the detachment under your command. 


2. I have every reason to expect that the march of the British troops, after 
the reduction of the fortress of Churdela, in the direction of the several places 
which are described in the accompanying list, will be sufficient to accomplish 
the object without any military operations; and that the recall of the battering 
ou will uut be materially delayed by the service which is now required 

rom it. 


3. Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan, and Balik Ram, Aumil of Baraitch, have 
been commanded by his Excellency the Vizier to give vou every degree of 
local information and all the assistance in their power in the execution of the 
service committed to you ; and I rely with confidence on your approved judg- 
ment and zeal, for the speedy and successful accomplishment of the objects of 


that service. 
I have, &c. | 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
27th December 1809. Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 26th December 1809.) 


Although the rebel, Roshun Khan, be now expelled from Nandparra, and 
most of his forts have beer’. evacuated, yet the tranquillity of the district at 
large can never be permanently established, until many other refractory 
Zemindars be suppressed ; tor there are still several fortresses in Baraitch, and 
every Zemindar in the district has a gun or two in his possession. It has, 
indeed, been fully ascertained, that there are no less than sixty pieces of 
ordnance now in the district of Baraitch, and until the Zemindars be deprived 
of their guns, and their strong holds be levelled to the ground, it is impossible 
to expect the establishment of public authority, or the maintainance of tran- 
quillity in the country. 


It appears to me to be advisable, in the present favourable season for military 
operations, while so numerous and so efficient an arnry with a battering train 
is on the spot, that the sane effectual measures which were so judiciously 
adopted by yon Jast year, with a reference to the district of Kewaee, should 
now be carried into effect with a reference to the district of Baraitch; and I 
am satisfied that, in this event, the Zemindars of the district in question, from 
the terror of the British arms, would speedily surrender their guns and 
evacuate the forts in their possession, and the entire tranquillity of the district 
being thus restored and established, the aid of the British troops could never 
again be required. If this suggestion be approved, 1 request that you will 
carry it into effect. 

A true translation : 
(Signed) J. BarLuie, 
: Resident. 





To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 27th December 1809.) 


1. I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter dated yester- 
day, and being fully aware of the propriety and necessity of the measures 
which your Excellency has suggested, it is my intention to address the com- 
manding officer of the troops in Nandparra, and to convey to that officer the 
necessary instructions on the subject with the least practicable delay. 

M 2. General 
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2. General St. Leger, however, is extremely desirous, and it is indeed of 


the greatest importance, under existing circamstances, in every point of view, 
that the services of a large proportion of the British troops, and more parti- 
he battering train, in Baraitch, should be dispensed with at the 
earliest possible period, and nothing but the high consideration with which it 
is my duty, on every occasion, to receive your Excellency’s commands, added 
to the lively interest which the British Government must ever feel in the 
establishment and maintainance of your authority, could have induced either 
the commanding officer of the troops in the field or myself to wave the impor. 
tant considerations which suggest the immediate recall of the battering train 


and artillery to the head quarters of the army in the field. 


8. I trust, however, that the remaining objects of the present armament in 
Baraitch will not only be speedily accomplished, but will lead, as your Excel- 
lency has remarked, by their speedy and successful accomplishment, to the 
establishment of the public authority in that district, on such a basis as will 
preclude the employment of the British troops on any future occasion. 


4. With this view, I suggest to your Excellency the propriety of your 
instructing your Aumil to lose no time in submitting, in person, to Lieutenant- 
Colonel MacGrath, a detailed ‘statement of all the forts to be reduced, with 
every information which he can obtain respecting those forts and their posses- 
sors; and it is further my duty to represent to you the obvious and urgent 
necessity of the immediate and entire demolition of every fortress, or strong hold, 
of whatever description, which may be reduced, on the present occasion, by 
the operations or the presence of the British troops on the right bank of the 


Gogra. 


cularly of t 


(Signed) J, Bartuir, 
Resident. 





List of Guns of different Calibres, transmitted by Baluck Ram, the Aumil 
of Baraitch. : 
Guns 


In the district of Gwaritch, in the fortress of Bumowrah, in the possession 
of Dowcul Sing Zemindar, about four coss to the south-west of the 
British cantonments at Secrora  ...cccccceccescocesecees sudieanesoedeesaats wae ee 

In the fortress of Kunkole, about seven coss from Secrora cesccssccecsocscccecs 

In the ditto of Mobaruckpore, in the possession of Asrab Sing and 
Bhoojung Sing, ten coss from Secrora ......sececeeee Keiuaseneeee Piiaddeslenes dat 

In Jugnapore, belonging to Dewun Sing, in the fortress of Shaban, five 
COKS IFOMD DOCIOIS 4 cess cessadwadaacncakncnusceedvncseatecewsaessweeaibeateeasreesias 

In Hurkurpore, belonging to Ram Sing ...........scsccccsscescevesevccscscencece 

In Churdah, about twenty-seven coss from Secrora, belonging to the 
brothers of Bhoojung Sing............ sa Waedseecis porate sieatanes eabaceunras ay 

In Bhemowlee .....scccsccosesscecees auidsdeesiey esseugedaeasnenswas eveusecuapsuenwnanse 

In the fortress of Rhewa ......scscscesssossssesscsssecscssscescsscseccsssesSWivelS 

In ditto of Bhinja......cccosssessecscscn aes aseudsdeuecscdegneneeuesusadan oeeeee (runs 

In ditto of Ikana ..... SOOOOORESECETePTTLTeerirrerrrerererrerreeeriTerr rere reer ery 

In the fortress:of Multaray s.ssevavevacvsssauss cassvessedecedecsadessbsssovebouveve 

In Bulrampore ........cccsscscscscscscsceeces scbaevawadenens scngeeadsevausenvessseedes 

In Gonda, attached to the district of Baraitch, belonging to Hunnoomaun- 


pooree SOSCHTCHOSCHHOHHS SESH USE EReEeHeEedeoerens eeeeeence CSSGeeeeeneceeesSeSesseetsnesgeegeecgee 


m= 2 1S: me 2 
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Total number ...... 47 


A truce translation : 


(Signed) J. Bariure, 
Resident. 
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EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 30th January 1810. 


To His Excellency the Honourable Lieutenant-General Hewett, 
Commander-in-Chief, &c. 
Honourable Sir : 

1. I have the honour of submitting, for your Excellency’s consideration, the 
enclosed copy of a letter which I recently addressed to the commanding officer 
of the troops at Nandparra, by the desire of his Excellency the Vizier, together 
with copies of the documents which are referred to in that letter, and a copy 
of Lieutenant-Colone! MacGrath’s answer to it, containing a detail of that 
officer’s sentiments on the subject of a general arrangement for the future pro- 
tection and tranquillity of his Excellency the Vizier’s possessions on the left 
bank of the Gogra. 


2. Tam not aware of any other objection to the establishment of a military 
post in the neighbourhood of the fortress of Nandparra, than its tendency to 
frustrate the object which your Excellency had in view by the junction of the 
two detachments formerly stationed at Bubramgauth and Secrora ; and this ob- 
jection might perhaps be obviated by the removal of the head-quarters of the 
battalion in Baraitch from the post of Secrora to Nandparra, and the occupa- 
tion of the latter post by 2 detachment of two or three companies of Sepoys, to 
be relieved monthly, as in the case of Seetapore and Buhramgauth. 


3. I am persuaded that his Lxcellency the Vizier will most cheerfully 
acquiesce in any arrangement which your Excellency may be pleased to pre- 
scribe on this occasion ; and with the view of securing the tranquillity of the 
district, and meeting the Vizier’s wishes, until your Excellency’s pleasure shall 
be known, I have instructed the commanding officer of the troops in Baraitch 
to detach a sufficient force to Nandparra, for the relief of the right wing of the 
second battalion Sixteenth Regiment, which has been ordered to proceed to 
Muttra with all convenient expedition. 

I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. Barrue, 
4th January 1810. Resident. 





To Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath, commanding the Troops in Nandparra. 
Sir: 

1. I solicit the favour of your attention to the enclosed copies of documents 
which have passed between his Excellency the Vizier and me, on the subject 
of a general arrangement for the protection of the district of Nandparra, and 
on the expediency of destroying or preserving the fortresses which have 
recently been reduced in that district. 


2. When you shall have considered the general subject of those documents 
with that attention which its importance suggests, and shall have applied to thie 
discussion of each of the points at issue that degree of local information 
which you have obtained by a personal inspection of all the forts in the district, 
you will be pleased to report your opinion on the several questions which are 
mentioned in his Excellency’s letter, and particularly on the expediency of 
maintaining the fortress of Nandparra as a post for a British detachment, as 
well as the strength of the detachment which might be required in that 
position with a view to the protection of the district. 


3. Respecting the forts of Hyderghur and Roderghur, and every other 
strong hold in the province of Baraitch, it is my decided opinion that they 
ought to be immediately destroyed; and I shall be happy to learn tbat the 
local knowledge which you have recently obtained does not preclude you from 
concurring in this opinion. 

I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Batiuir, 
29th December 1809. Resident. 
Irom 
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From his Excellency the Vizier, dated 17th Zecaud 1224. 


I have received your letter of the 18th instant, acquainting me of advices 
having reached you from Colonel MacGrath of the surrender of Roderghur, &c. 
and suggesting the demolition of all the forts in Nandparra. 


IIukeem Mehdi Alee Khan represents the works of the fort of Nandparra 
to be so extensive as to require a garrison of at least three hundred men. He 
suggests the addition of two hundred more to the party of one hundred already 
there under Meer Mahmood Alee; and he remarks that, if a force of less 
strength be left there, the rebel Roshun Khan may he induced to commit dis- 
turbances when the army now assembled shall march away. For Roderghur 
he requires a garrison of one hundred men, which will also afford protection to 
the villages of the districts of Gurga Gunge, &c.; and for the fort of Hyder- 
ghur, which lies on the frontier of Nepaul, a hundred men will be indispen- 
sable, otherwise the Rajahs of the Terai and the dependants of the Goorkha 
Government will seize upon those places. It will be requisite, inthe Hukeem’s 
opinion, to keep a detachment of two hundred horse and four hundred foot 
continually in the field for the space of a year, in order to preserve the tran- 
quillity of the country and to protect it from his depredations, which might 
otherwise preclude the realization of any part of the revenues: In consequence 
of this representation on the part of the Hlukeem, I have been induced to issue 
oiders to him, directing him to level the defences of the fort of Nandparra and 
to destroy the jungle which surrounds it, but to preserve the circumvallation 
and the buildings. As to razing the forts of Roderghur and Hyderghur, 
which lie on the Goorkha frontier, it appears to me to be rather more expedient 
to maintain them ; 1 accordingly request your advice respecting the garrisons 
which they may require, that I may issue the necessary instructions. If you 
think it right that a detachment of British troops should be stationed in that 
quarter, the fort of Nandparra with its buildings shall be given up for their 


accommodation, if you desire it. 
A true translation : 


(Signed) J. BAILere, 
Resident. 





To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written 19th Zecaud 1224.) 


I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter of the 1'7th 
instant, informing me of the representation made by Hukeem Mehdi Alee 
Khan of the extensiveness of the fort of Nandparra, &c. &c. (recapitulate it). 
Your Excellency has already been apprized of the recent arrangement for 
uniting at Secrora the two detachments of British troops which were formerly 
posted there and at Buhramgauth, by which means the force at the former station 
will consist of a complete battalion; and this arrangement, it is not to be 
doubted, will effectually control the designs of the mountaineers and of all 
other insurgents, in any attempts which they might otherwise be disposed to 
make against the peace of your Excellency’s possessions. The entire demo- 
lition, therefore, of all the forts which have been taken, seems to me to be 
highly expedient and unobjectionable in every point of view. I think it also 
expedient, however, for the present, that a party of sufficient strength, con- 
sisting of horse and foot, from the force now under Hukeem Mehdi Alee 
Khan, should remain for the protection of Nandparra and the towns in its 
vicinity, and be posted near the site of the fortress, for which purpose the 
circumvallation may be preserved ; and if hereafter it be found necessary to 
employ a more efficient detachment in that quarter, it can be furnished with 
ease and despatch by the corps stationed at Secrora, in the same manner as 
detachments have occasionally been sent from Seetapore to Mohumdy and 
other places. On the subject of the other points suggested by your Excellency, 
as no satisfactory arrangement can be formed for the general defence and 


protection of any portion of a country without actual observation, and as I have 


never had an opportunity of visiting the district in question, it is my intention 
to 
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to make a reference to Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath, whose local knowledge 
of the country will enable him to convey to me the information required. 
Your Excellency shall be informed of the result of this reference, and of my 
own sentiments on the general subject of it, with the least practicable delay. 


(Signed) J. Batiue, 
Resident. 


eee ene e,, 


To Captain J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: } 
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 29th 
ultimo, with its enclosures, being copies of a correspondence which has 


recently passed between you and his Excellency the Vizier, on the subject of 


an arrangement for the future protection of the district of Nandparra. 


In delivering my sentiments on the subject in question, I feel the greater con- 
fidence in the justice of my opinion, ‘as it is founded on personal inquiry and 
local observation, which I have had a favourable opportunity of acquiring in 
the course of the service I am now employed upon. 


With regard to the fort of Hyderghur, which was the most advanced northerly 
position in the Nandparra district, I have still the same opinion that its des- 
truction was unavoidable. Its situation is in the midst of the saul forest, and 
could only serve as a strong hold for a marauding party or a repository for plun- 
der, to which latter purpose [ am informed it was generally appropriated by 
the late possessor, Roshun Khan. The effectual manner I caused it to be 
destroyed must render it in future totally useless. ‘The ground on which it 
stood was cleared of trees and jungle for the space of fifty yards round the 
ditch, beyond which the forest’is not less than six miles decp in any direction. 


The fortified village of Cherdah, situated about seven miles north-east of 


Nandparra, is no longer formidable since the guns have been taken from it. 
Any strength it now possesses is very trifling ; and if the defences are to be 
entirely demolished, it would deprive the inhabitants of the only protection 
they had for their cattle, &c., against thieves. I am decidedly of o pinion 
that any further notice of this place is unnecessary. 


Roderghur is a small but strong ghurry, about ten miles south-east of Nand- 
parra, and has been in possession of Balek Ram since the enemy were dispossessed 
of it. Its situation would serve as an advanced intermediate post between 
Nandparra and Baraitch ; or in case it was found necessary to establish a post 
for the occupation of a police thannah, or accommodation of the Chuckludar’s 
people. Under any of these considerations, I would recommend it to be kept 
up; otnerwise [ am not aware of any reason why it should not be destroyed. 


I make no hesitation in repeating what I have already recommended, that 
the establishment of a military post at Nandparra is the only effectual mode for 
ensuring the security and tranquillity of the district. ‘The longer I reflect on 
the expediency of this measure, the more forcibly I am convinced of its pro- 
priety. It may be looked upon as the frontier of the district, and its position 
commands the most vulnerable point from whence attack is to be dreaded. 
The establishment of a British force in this quarter would give confidence to 
the inhabitants, and perhaps be the means of inducing the principal Zemindars 
to discharge the greater proportion of their armed men, which they are now 
necessitated to keep up, in defence of themselves and property against the 
formidable attacks of the Nepaulese and Goorkha tribes, who frequently infest 
this part of the country. | 


[f a military cuntonment should be established here, I consider the destruc- 
tion of the fort immaterial. The works are now in a very unfinished state. 
One-half of the northern, southern, and the whole western faces, have no 
other defences of consequence besides thick thorny bamboo fences. The new 
works are certainly strong, and very extensive, the demolition of which will be 
tedious and expensive. The country, aaa | to the south and westward 
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Rengal Political of the fort, is high, dry, perfectly open, and from what I can learn, has 


Consultations, — always been considered a healthy spot. 
. 1810. 
papas In stating the force that might eventually be fixed here, I conceive that a 
battalion and a few cavalry, if they can be spared, would be neces- 
ue tone sary until the district was perfectly settled, after which the detachment might 
" _with safety be reduced to five companies and a gun. 


As you have required my opinion on such points as have come under my 
immediate observation, 1 have confined my remarks to the Nandparra division 
of the district. As I advance in the execution of my duty, I shall be parti- 
cular in continuing my reports on the expediency of destroying or maintain- 
ing such places as I shall have occasion to proceed against. 


IIukeem Mehdi Alee Khan having reported that the business which has 
hitherto delayed him here is completed, I shall consequently march, accom- 
panied by the first battalion of the Ninth Regiment and squadron of cavalry. 


Major Bird’s detachment will continuc stationary at this-post until the 
receipt of further instructions from you, or the Major-General commanding in 
the field. 





Letter from complete 


l have, &c. 


Camp, Nandparra, (Signed) J. MacGratn, 
Ist January 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel commanding a detachment. 
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To his Excellency the Honourable Lieutenant-General George Hewett, Vice- 








Letter : : : as 
fiom Resident at President in Council, Fort William. 
eur AON: Honourable Sir: 
I have the honour of transmitting, for your Excellency’s information, the en- 
closed copies of letters which have recently passed between me and Licutenant- 
Colonel MacGrath, regarding the military operations in the district of Baraitch, 
together with a copy of a letter which I have this day addressed to Major- 
General St. Leger, commanding the troops in the field, and copies of the docu- 
ments which are referred to in that letter. 
I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baie, 
Oth February 1810. Resident. 
Letter To Licutenant-Colonel MacGrath, commanding a Detachment in Baraitch. 
from Resident at. Gia 
kK e 


Lucknow. 
1, I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your two separate 


despatches, dated the 5th and Gth instant. 


2, On the subject of the first of those despatches a reference has been made 
to the Honourable the Vice-President in Council, whose commands shall be 
made known to you hereafter, 

3. The substance of your letter, dated the Gth instant, has been-communicated 
to his Excellency the Vizier, who will issue the necessary orders to Hukeem 
Mehdi Alee Khan for the supply of a sufficient number of Bildars to 
demolish the fortress of Peagpoor with all practicable expedition. 


4. Regarding the request of the Rajah of Gungrole to be permitted to retain 
his fort in its present condition, both his Excellency the Vizier and myself are 
decidedly of opinion that it is inexpedient in the highest degree to-acquiesce 
in such a proposition, and that the only security which can be had for the 
future allegiance or fidelity of any Zemindar in Baraitch, is the unconditional 
surrender and entire demolition of every fortress and strong hold, of whatever 
description, in the district, 

5. We 
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5. We havealready, in the instance of Peagpoor, a melancholy example of 


the means of resistance to authority, and destructive opposition even to 
regular troops, which the protection of a fortress, however small, affords toa 
handful of desperate men with only matchlocks in their hands; and the 
recurrence of such an example as this can be prevented alone by those measures 
which you are instructed to execute and superintend, namely, the capture and 
entire demolition of all the forts in the district. 


6. A departure from the usual mode of communication with this office having 
occurred in one or two of your recent despatches, I deem it to be my duty to 
inform you, that the reports of all military operations in the Vizier’s dominions 
should be addressed, in the first instance, directly to the Resident at Luck- 
now, and that the manner which you have adopted on this occasion, namely, 
that of transmitting copies of your reports to the Deputy Adjutant-General of 
the Army, for my information, is inconsistent with established observances. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. BAILuiz, 


Lucknow, ane 
esident. 


Oth January, 1810. 





Extracts jrom Letters Jrom Licutenant-Colonel MacGrath, commanding a 
Detachment in Baraitch, to Captain John Baillie, Restdent at Lucknow, under 
dates the 10th and 1Wth January 1810. 


In the list of places situated in the Baraitch district, with which you 
furnished me, wherein guns are stated to be mounted, I beg leave to notice 
the forts of Bingah and Hunnoomanpore, both of which I understand are 
within the Bhow Begum’s country ; and as | do not think it would be proper to 
interfere with either of these places without particular instructions, I request 
you will inform me how [ am to act. 


Iam happy to inform you, that I have succeeded in gaining possession of 
eight guns in the course of the present service. I expect four more to day, 
and I hope the remainder will be delivered up without further trouble. 


IT entertain sanguine hopes of being in possession of every piece of ordnance 
in this part of the district, subject to the Vizier’s authority, by the time I am 
favoured with your reply to this letter. 


I have been favoured with your letter of the 9th instant. However satisfied 
I must remain with your decision on the expediency of demolishing every 
place eoming under the denomination of a fort, ghurry, or stronghold in the 
district, indiscriminately, I cannot avoid noticing the dissatisfaction which a 
step of this nature will unavoidably be productive of. There are many places 
in the district wherein a line of distinction ought to be drawn: for instance, 
villages, whose only defence consists in a small ditch and perhaps an_indifie- 
rent bamboo fence, which sort of defences only afford protection to the inha- 
bitants against thieves or small banditties who infest the district. Such places, 
if occupied by people whose fidelity and obedience have hitherto been unim- 
peachable, should, in my opinion, merit a partial consideration, before the 
offensive resolution of depriving them of all protection is resorted to. 


That all forts or ghurries expressly built for supporting the independence of 
any particular Zemindar, or occupied by people who on any former occasion 
have displayed a spirit of resistance to his Excellency’s authority, I per- 
fectly agree with you in the necessity, as well as the propriety, of destroying 
them; but before I persist in the execution of this duty, I am decidedly of 
opinion it will be advisable first to obtain the surrender of all guns in the pos- 
oon of such Zemindars as have expressed their acquiescence to deliver 
them up. 


You must be sensible of the absolute necessity which exists, of causing as 
many Bildars as can be procured to be sent out for carrying into execution the 
destruction of those places ; and I beg leave to remark, that it would materially 


accelerate the performance of the service, if forty or fifty maunds of gun- 
powder 
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powder could be provided to blow up such places as this, where the effect of 
one mine would be more than equal to the work of a hundred Bildars in 
one day. 

The demolition of Peagpoor will be completely effected to-day, and I shall 
move with my detachment towards Gungrole to-morrow morning, the pro- 
prietor of which I am in hopes will not hesitate delivering up the remainder 
of his guns, two of which I have already received. I shall not commence on 
the destruction of that place, until I can obtain a compliance with my requi- 
sition from the remainder of the Zemindars on the subject of surrendering their 
guns, on the delivery of which they conceive their ghurries will be spared. 


True extracts: 


(Signed) J. Barruie, 
Resident. 





To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 11th 
instant. 

I have made particular inquiries respecting the strength and resources of 
IHunnoomanpore, situated in her Highness the Bhow Begum’s jagier; and if 
my information should prove correct, I apprehend it will be necessary to call 
for the aid of a reinforcement of troops. I mention this circumstance, that 
you may be prepared to make the necessary arrangements should its reduction 
be unavoidable. At allevents, I hope you will agree with me in the propriety 
of deferring the employment of this detachment in the Begum’s jagier until 
the service in his Excellency the Vizier’s country is completed. 


The Rajahs of Gungrole and Ikanah have surrendered part of their guns, 
and I expect the remainder in the course of this day or to-morrow. The des- 
truction of those places must unavoidably lay over until the arrival of the 
establishment of Bildars, &c. I requested might be furnished in my lettcr of 
the 11th instant. To avoid delay I shall march towards Bulrampore to- 
morrow, where I am in hopes the Rajah will not persist in holding out against 
this detachment. 

The place of greatest consequence to be attacked is Toolseepore, which is 
represented as a very strong fort, situated about six coss north-east of Bulram- 
pore, in which seven guns are stated to be mounted, and garrisoned by a for- 
midable body of troops, who I understand are not inclined to surrender their 
fort or guns without compulsion. Before this fort is attacked, I deem it would 
be advisable to apprize the Magistrate of the zillah of Goruckpore, in order 
that the troops at that station, or Captain Gunge, may be in readiness to act 
as circumstances might require. 

Ihave, &c. 


Camp, Kureejah, (Signed) J. MacGrarun, 
18th January 1810. Lieutenant-Culonel. 





To Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath, commanding a Detachment in Baraitch. 
Sir: 
1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter under date 
the 13th instant. 


2. On a reference to her Highness the Bhow Begum, I find that the recent 
conduct of the present possessor of Hunnoomanpore renders the reduction of 
that fortress an object of the greatest importance, not only to the realization 
of her Highness’s revenue, but also to the tranquillity of the district of Goon- 
da at large, and of the Vizier’s possessions which are contiguous; but I con- 
cur entirely with you, in the expediency of concluding the service in Baraitch 
before you proceed to the district of Goonda, when I trust that the appear- 
ance of your detachment with the battering train will be sufficient to induce 
the Zemiudars to surrendcr their fortresses and guns. 

3. Rajah 
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3, Rajah Sheo Sing, Zemindar of Bingah, in the Begum's jagier, has recently 
afforded so many proofs of submission and attachment to the Government, that 
some indulgence with regard to the demolitiom of his small fortress might, in 
my opinion, with propriety be shewn to him, on the condition of his surren- 
dering his guns, and engaging for the surrender of all disaffected and rebellious 
subjects of the Vizier's Government, who may hereafter take refuge in his 
zemindary. 

4. Regarding the supply of Bildars and of gunpowder for the demolition 
of the forts in Baraitch, I have made a second and more earnest applica- 
tion to his Excellency the Vizier, who will, I doubt not, adopt the necessary 
measures with the least practicable delay. With the view, however, of pre- 
cluding any unnecessary detention of your detachment in the superintendence 
of the destruction of the forts, I request that you will be pleased to deliver over 
every fort, asit may come into your possession, to the Vizier’s Aumil, Hukeem 
Mehdi Alee Khan, whose receipt you will be pleased to demand for it, and 
transmit that receipt to me, for the purpose of being delivered to his Excel- 
lency, as a proof that his Aumil alone is responsible for any further delay which 
may occur, as well as for the consequences which that delay may hereafter 
occasion. 


5. With reference to the subject of the concluding | arimgeae of your letter, 
the necessary communication shall be made to the Judge and Magistrate of 


Goruckpore. 
| I have, &c. 
Lucknow, | (Signed) J. Baturir, 
15th January 1810. Resident. 
To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir : 


I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter and its enclo- 
sure, dated the 15th instant. 


On my arrival at Bulrampore, I found that the ghurry had been destroyed for 
some time past, and the Rajah now resides in a small village named Bellah, 
about two coss from hence. [lis guns have been demanded, but he denies 
being possessed of any. I have summoned the Zemindar of Toolseepore to 
surrender all the guns in his possession, two of which he has given up. His 
place of residence dves not prove to be of any strength, although I was given to 
understand the contrary at first; it is merely a village surrounded by a small 
ruinous wall, situated in a waste part of the district under the hills, where no 
water is — except from the wells inside the village, and forage is very 
scarce : Lam consequently of opinion, if the Zemindar gives up the remainder 
of his guns, there will be no necessity for removing the detachment to that 
place, particularly as the rivers Rapti and Boree Rapti intersect the road 
thither, the former of which must be crossed on rafts. 


I have communicated your wish to Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan on the 
subject of taking charge of the gurries in the district ; but he informs me that 
he cannot become personally responsible, without he is furnished with a force 
to garrison them. At the same time he states, what I know to be the case, 
that the Zemindars who now hold possession of them will always be found 


ready to obey any summons for their surrender. The Zemindars of Ikanah 


and Gungrole have both declared, on giving up their guns, that they ‘do not 
now, nor ever have entertained any idea of resisting the authority of his Ex- 
cellency the Vizier: they merely wish to keep their ghurries for the protection 
of their families, and whatever little property they are possessed of. ‘Ihe 
Zemindars in the vicinity of Secrora have sent intimation that their guns will 
be given up as soon as I think proper to demand them; and except for the 
reduction of Hunnoomanpore in the Begum’s country, I am tiot aware of any 
further service that canbe required from this-detachment.” : 


QY 1 shall 
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| |  . *Thave, &c. Le 8 
, Bulrampere,. _ (Signed) J. MacGrato, | 
Ferg en 1810. (16 F catenant-Colonel commatiding 
. a Detachment in Baraitch. 
Letter from To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Lieutenant-Colonel ; 
MacGrath. Sir: 


In reporting to you the service in this district, 1 have to inform you that I 
have collected eighteen pieces of cannon, all of which 1 have given io charge to 
Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan, to be disposed of as may hereafter be considered 
expedient. 

On receipt of your letter directing the guns of the Bingah Zemindar to be 
taken, I sent a summons to that effect, to which I this day received an indirect 
reply. I have accordingly thought it advisable to detach five companies to 
Bingah, with orders to the officer commanding, that, in case the smallest hesita- 
tion is made for the immediate delivery of the guns, to inform me by express, 
and I will move with the battering train and the remainder of the detachment 
against the fort. In the mean time preparations are going forward to cross the 
park over the Rapti, in case of necessity. 


The ee Rajah has at length thought proper to give up his two guns, 
but not until threats of severity were used. 


The Toolseepore Zemindar has sent in two of his guns, and I hope to obtain 
the remainder without further delay. 


As the service in this quarter of the district will be concluded when I receive 
the guns from Bingah, I propose moving towards Hunnoomanpore, as that place 
lies on my route towards Secrora. 


I am in hopes that as the Bildars have not yet arrived, the idea of destroying 
Ikanah and.Gungrole is given up. The Aumil agrees with me in the propriety 
of sparing not only those, but all such places as are occupied by peaceable and 
well-disposed Zemindars, and that those only should suffer that belong to sus- 
picious or rebellious owners. 


As Iam informed that the Zemindar of Bumowrah (situated six.coss south- 
west of Secrora) is willing to surrender his guns, I think it would be advisable 
to authorize J.ieutenant-Colonel Mabert to detach a small party to receive charge 
of them, instead of carrying the whole of this detachment so.much out of the 


road, 
‘I have, &c. 
Camp, Bulrampore, (Signed) J. MacGratu, 
20th January -1810. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding a 
Detachment in Baraitch. 
fae at LO —————— MacGrath, commanding a Detachment in Baraitch. 
Lucknow. ir: 


1. I have the henour to acknowledge the receipt of your two separate des- 
patches, dated the-17th and 20th instant, the substance of both of which has 
been communicated to-his Excellency the Vizier. 


9. I am happy. to observe, that your first information regarding the — 
of the forts of. ulrampore and Toolseepore has proved to be erroneous, and that 
no resistance to authority, nor delay in the surrender of their guns, is to be 
expected from the Zemindars of those districts. . 


3. Regarding Ikanah and Gungrole, as well as every other fortress.in Baraitch, 


my letter of the 9th instant, to your address, and the repeated orders-of his Ex- 
cellency 
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celleney the Vizier to his Aumil, were so entirely explicit and express, that his 
Excellency and myself have both felt surprize and concern at your persisting in 
the suggestion of preserving those fortresses on any footing whatever; far less 
in the possession of the Zemindars. A thousand Bildars, with a hundred maunds 
of gunpowder for the purpose of destroying the forts, have already been des- 
patchec to your camp, by the orders of his Excellency the Vizier. 


4. With the view of aiding the effect of your summons to Rajah Sheo Sing, 
Zemindar of Bingah, in the Begum’s jagier, enclose a purwannah addressed to 
that person, which you will be pleased to transmit to him without delay; and in 
the case of his surrendering his guns and forwarding a written engagement, in 
the terms of the third paragraph of my letter of the 15th instant, you will consi- 
der the operations of your detachment, with a reference to him, as at an end, and 
proceed against the fortress of Hunnoomaapore on your route towards Secrora, 
us is stated to be your intention in your last despatch to my address. 


5, As the detachment of any part of the force under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Mabert’s command at Secrora, against a fort or Zemindar from whom the smallest 
degree of resistance can be apprehended, is in direct.and manifest opposition to 
the repeated orders of the Government, I am precluded from adopting your sug- 
gestion with regard to the Zemindar of Bumowrah, and I request that you will 
adopt the necessary measures with a reference to that person, when the other 
more important objects of the service of your detachment shall be brought to a 
satisfactory conclusion. 

I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. Barre, 
22d January 1810. Resident. 


To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 29d 
instant. 


My letter of the 20th will have acquainted you that I had sent a detachment of 
five companies towards Bingah, for the purpose of receiving the Rajah’s guns. 
Captain Vaughan, who commanded the party, reports his having gained pos- 
session of three of the number, but that the Rajah refuses to acknowledge having 
any more, an assertion which I know to be false. I have, therefore, resolved on 
moving the detachment towards Bingah, when I am in hopes the appearance of 
the battering train will induce him to surrender the remaining two guns without 
further trouble or delay. I shall cross the Rapti to-morrow morning at Mutu- 

-rahghaut, where there is a tolerably good ford. 


My chief reason for recommending that a line of distinction should be drawn 
with respect to the destruction of the forts in this district, proceeded from a con- 
viction of its necessity, inasmuch as the Zemindars having been deprived of their 
ghurries and guns indiscriminately, they must inevitably be exposed to the 
greatest danger from the attacks of the hill people, unless a British force is kept 
up in this part of the country to protect them against those marauders. I 
always considered your orders perfectly explicit on this subject, and they should 
certainly have been carried into effect without the least hesitation, had I been 
furnished with the means, a circumstance which, if considered, ought to have 
dissipated your surprise and concern, in finding I had persisted in my former 
opinions, which I conceived I could not be wrong in giving, as long as I was left 
without the possibility of complying with your instructions. When the Bildars 
and gunpowder arrive, I shall lose no time in setting about the destruction of 
the ghurries, as you have ordered, in the execution of which duty the utmost 
expedition will be observed, The ghurry of Roderghur lies in the vicinity of 
Nandparra, the demolition of which cbuld be conveniently effected by the Bildars 
of the Nandparra district, who are now employed there. The ghurry is occu- 
pied by the Chuckludar's people, and can consequently be destroyed at any time 
without the aid of a military force. 


In 
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In additian to the number of guns reported in my last ‘fetter to have rbeen 
surrendered, I beg leave to acquaint you that I have gained possession of seven 
more, making in all twenty-five pieces of ordnance. | 

I have, &c. a | 
Camp, Kowndrie, _ (Signed) J. MacGrarn,. 


Banks of the Rapti, ‘Lieutenant-Colonel commanding 
24th January 1840. - a Detachment in Baraitch. 





To. Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
‘Sir: ee aes 

I beg leave to inform you that Captain Vaughan joined me with his party from 
Bingah this morning, bringing along with him five guns, which, after much pre- 
varication and delay, the Rajah at length consented to give up. Two of them 
are coarse unfinished wall-pieces, and I have reason to believe never formed any 
part of the number he was reported to be in possession of. I have sent your 
purwannalh to the Rajah, with a letter from myself requesting his attendance in 
camp, when I shall have the necessary obligation taken, as specified in the 
third paragraph of your letter of the 15th instant. 


J encamped at Ikanah this morning preparatory to demolishing the works of 
the fort. The Rajah and his people require a short time to remove their families 
and effects from the place, by the expiration of which I hope the Bildars and 
gunpowder may arrive, as stated to have been despatched in your letter of the 
22d instant; but if I should be disappointed in my expectation, I shall march 
apainst Hunnoomanpore and return again at a future period to this place. 


Lhaye, &c. 
‘Camp, Ikanah, (Signed) J. MacGratu, 
25th January 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 
Detachment ia Baraitch. 


SREP 


To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
‘Sir: 

1 have the honour to enclose a Persian letter to your address from the Rajah 
of Bingah, likewise a letter from the same person to me in reply to one I wrote 
him on the subject of coming into camp, which you will observe he has 
declined doing. As you expressed your wish that this man’s fort should be spared], 
upon condition he surrendered his guns and entered into‘an engagement to give 
up all rebels and outlaws that may at any time take refuge within his district, I 
feel at a.loss how to act on the occasion. That he has other guns besides those 


‘which he has given up there can be no doubt: a circumstance that did not come 


to my knowledge until after the arrival of Captain Vaughan’s detachment from 
Bingah on the 25th instant. 


TheVakeel who was the’bearer of the letters herewith sent I did not consider 
it proper to admit into-my presence: I accordingly dismissed him from camp 
with a verbal message to the'Rajah, forbidding any further communication except 
he appeared in person. : 


The contents of the third-paragraph of, your letter of the 25th instant (which I 
have just now received) have been communicated to Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan, 
who desired me to say he will order the Chuckludar to take charge of such places 


as 1 gain possession of, until the troops fron:.Nandparra.arrive, but that he can 
place little or no dependence on those. people, as they are but lately entertained. 


| Ihave, &c. — | . | 
Camp, Ikanah, : (Signed) J. MacGraru, |. 
27th January 1810. | Lieutenant-Colonel, commapding a 


Detachment in Baraitch., 


¢ To 
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To Lieutenaut-Colonel MacGrath, commanding a Detachment in Baraitch. 
Sir: . 
1. [have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your two separate des- 
patches, dated the 25th and 27th instant, with their respective enclosures. 


g. The letters and obligation transmitted by the Rajah of Bingah appear to 
me to be perfectly satisfactory, and I am not aware of any useful purpose 
which could have been answered by the Rajah’s personal attendance on you. 


3. Your dismission, therefore, of his Vakeel, in the manner described in your 
despatch of the 27th instant, on any other ground than that of your possessing 
certain information of his having concealed or withholden his guns, appears to 
me to have been unnecessary: and with the view of ascertaining, beyond a 
doubt, that all his guns have been surrendered, I transmit another purwannab, 
which you will be pleased to forward without delay ; and in the case of your 
receiving a satisfactory answer, you will consider the intention of this Govern- 
ment with a reference to the Rajah of Bingah as fulfilled. A copy of the 
enclosed purwannah is also transmitted for your information. 


J have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) = J. Batuuie, 
29th January 1810. Resident. 


To Sheo Sing, Zemindar of Bingah. 
Sir: 
I have received your arzce in answer to my purwannah, and have also perused 
the Ietter and obligation which you transmitted to Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath. 


The assurance of submission and fidelity which is contained in those documents, 
and more particularly the voluntary surrender of so many of your guns, is gratt- 
fying and satisfactory to my mind: but Colonel MacGrath has conveyed to me 
a suspicion, founded on information which that officer has received, of your hav- 
ing secreted or withholden some of your guns; a circumstance which induces 
my most lively regret on your account, and the confirmation of which must 
inevitably subject you to the highest displeasure of this Government, and super- 
sede the favourable consideration which your former services have obtained. 


With the view of removing the suspicion which is thus entertained of your 
conduct, I desire that you will prepare and transmit to Lieutenant-Colonel 
MacGrath, without any delay, a second oblivation, under your seal, in the terms 
of the draft under-written. | 


‘¢ J, Sheo Sing, do hereby most solemnly declare, that all the guns which 
I possessed have been delivered over, agreeably to orders, to Lieutenant-Colonel 
MacGrath; and if, at any future period, # gun of any description be proved 
to be in my possession, 1 acknowledge myself to be convicted of disloyalty, 
and justly subjected to expulsion from my fort and zemindary, and to every 


other punishment which the pleasure of the Government may inflict on me. 
‘* In witness whereof, &c. &c.” 


66 


“ 


c 
ce 
ce 


ce 


A true copy: 
(Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
Resident. 


CEERI 


. To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
ir: 

After despatching my letter of the 27th instant, I received positive informa- 
tion that the Rajah of Bingah was in possession of four other guns besides those 
which he had given up; I accordingly resolved on moving towards the fort 
yesterday morning with the detachment under my command. The Rajah, on 
receiving intimation of the movement, immediately sent in two more of his 


guns, and in the course of last night he deserted the fort, and fled into the jun- 
gles with his family and effects. 


Pp On 
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On arriving this morning at Bingah I was met by Meer Samin Ally, one of 
her Highness the Bhow Begum’s Aumils ; aud having no means of destroying 
the fort, I have delivered over charge of it to him. I intend ordering the bat- 
tering train acress the Rapti to-morrow, and I shall follow the day after with 
the remainder of the detachment on the route towards Hunncomanpore. 


Previous to marching from Ikanah, I placed Balek Ram, the Chuckludar, in 
possession of that fort ; and if the Bildars and gunpowder do not arrive against 
iny return thither, I shall not delay on that account, but leave the place as it is 
at present occupied. : 


I have, &c. 


Camp, Bingah, (Signed) J. MacGrarg, 
S0th January 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding a 
Detachment in Baraitch. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath, commanding a Detachment in Baraitch. 
Sir: 
1. I have the honour to acknowledge the reccipt of your letter of the 30th 
ultimo. 
2. Under the particular circumstances which you have stated, your movement 
towards the fortress of Bingah was highly judicious and proper, and the result of 


that movement, in the evacuation of the fortress in question, is satisfactory in 


the highest degree. 


3. 1 have communicated the substance of your despatch to his Ixcellency the 
Vizier and to her Uighness the Bhow Begum, and 1 have suggested in the 
strongest terms to her Highness, the necessity of the immediate demolition of 
Bingah, which will, I doubt not, be carried into effect. 


I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) = J. Barnutg, 
3d February 1810. Resident. 





To Major-General W. St. Leger, commanding the Troops in the Field at 


Cawnpore. 
Sur: 
1. I] have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 7th 
instant, suggesting the expediency of the relief of the first battalion of the 


Ninth Regiment from the duties of the district of Baraitch, and recalling to 
my recollection the subject of a despatch to your address from the Adjutant-Ge- 
neral of the Army, under date the 18th ultimo. 


2. From intelligence conveyed to me by his Excellency the Vizier, as well as 


from the substance of a despatch which I have recently received from Licute- 
nant-Colonel Mabert, an extract from which is enclosed, there seems great 
reason to doubt the authenticity of the information of Roshun Khan’s flight to 


Khyreeghur, as reported by the Governor-General’s agent at Barellie; and con- 
sequently the object of the expedition to Khyrecgliur, in as far as this Govern- 


ment is concerned, seems to me to be entircly superseded, while, on the other 
hand, the general belief of the inhabitants of Nandparra and Baraitch, that 


Roshun Khan is still concealed in the neighbourhood, and meditates a return to 
Nandparra, renders the movement of cither of the divisions of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Mabert’s battalion to any distance from their present positions, in my 
opinion, highly inexpedient. 


3. It follows, therefore, according to my judgment, that neither the projected 
service in the district of Khyreeghur, as suggested by the Governor-General’s 
agent at Barellie, nor the conclusion of the more Important service in Baraitch,- 
on which Lieutcnant-Colonel MacGrath with his corps is employed, can be un- 
dertaken by Lieutenant-Colonel Mabert’s battalion, or by any portion of that 
corps, Without the most imminent danger of the return of the rebel Roshun 
Khan, and a renewal of the disturbances in Nandparra; and, consequently, that 

the 
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the relief of the first battalion of the Ninth Regiment from the duties of Baraiten, 
or the return of that corps to Seetapore before the conclusion of the service m 
which it is engaged, is inexpedient in the highest degree. 


4. The enclosed copies of letters which I have recently addressed to Lieute- 
nant Colonel MacGrath, will apprize you of the measures which I have adopted 
for the furtherance of the public service on which that officer is employed 3 and 
I have every reason to hope that he will soon possess an abundant supply of gun- 
powder, bildars, &c., for the purpose of demolishing the forts, of which I aim now 
happy to inform you that but a very few remain to be taken. 


5, I have the honour of transmitting to you the enclosed copy of a letter 
which I have this instant received from Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath, conveying 
the satisfactory intelligence of the surrender of the strong fortress of Hunnooman- 
pore, and further, a copy of a letter received from the commanding oflicer of 
Pertaubghur, to the subject of the latter of which I request your particular 
attention. 

I have, Xc. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Bai.ir, 
Oth February 1810. Kiesident. 


ERTIES 


Extracts from a Despatch from Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath to the Resident 
at Lucknow, dated the 7th Iebruary 1810. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Mabert, commanding at Secrora. 
Sir: 

Tam sorry to inform you, for the information of the Resident at Lucknow, that 
I have this instant received accounts, that a rebel force was within two coss of 
this place last night; that they attacked and burned the village of Khyra. I 
am also sorry to say that two villagers were killed, and three have just arrived im 
camp badly wounded: many also, I fear, have shared the same fate. I have 
directed the native doctor to dress their wounds and to afford them every relict 
in his power. 

I have, &c. 


Nandparra, (Signed) HT. Denty, 
Sth February 1810. Lieutenant, commanding at Nandparra. 


Se 


To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 
T have the honour to inform you of my arrival before the fort of Hunnooman- 


pore (or Maduc), on the Sth instant, with the detachment under my com- 
mand. 


The day I encamped before the fort, the Killadar evinced a hesitation to 
comply with my summons relative to surrendering the place; a circumstance 
that induced me to commence on preparing the necessary matcrials for construct- 
ing a battery, which were yesterday evening in a state of forwardncss, when I 
received a message from Hullolpooree, the Killadar, expressive of his inclination 
to give up the fort. Satisficd that the offer was sincere, I required his atten- 
dance in camp, a requisition which he immediately complied with; and in the 
course of the interview I succeeded in gaining his promise that I should be 
placed in possession this morning: an engagement which, 1 am happy to say, he 
has punctually observed. With the fort two guns have been surrendered , and 


the remainder, which he disclaims any exclusive control over, will be sent into 
camp without delay. 


The surrender of this fort I look upon as a fortunate circumstance. It is 
remarkably strong and in thorough repair, and defended by a strong garrison. 
I expect the supply of gunpowder which was sent from Lucknow in the 
course of to-morrow : in the mean time the mines are preparing for the destruc- 
tion of the fort, which I hope will be completed in three or four days. There 
is hkewise a smuail ghurry., named Runypoor, belonging to the Ghossein, which 
shall be destroyed immediately afterwards, likewise the fort belonging to the 

Raiah 
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Rajah of Gungrole will be demolished, both situated immediately in this neigh- 
bourhood. 


Before I marched from Ikana I had the mines in readiness for its destruction ; 
but being disappointed in the receipt of gunpowder to spring them, I was 
induced to leave the place at the solicitation of the Rajah, who voluntarily 
offered to destroy the works in any manner I thought proper to point out. [ 
was further induced to accept of the Rajah’s offer, as the season was fast 
advancing when it would be difficult and hazardous employing troops in situa- 
tions where they would be exposed to the weather; and as I had reason to 
expect resistance at this place, I was anxious to bring the service to as early a 
termination as possible. 


I propose detaching five companies, under the command of Captain Vaughan, 
as soon as I receive the gunpowder, to superintend the destruction of Rhewa, 
the proprietor of which has given up his guns and is ready to submit to the 
demolition of his ghurry. After this duty is completed, [ mean to move against 
Bumowrah, the possession of which, I hope, will terminate the service to be 
performed in this district. 

I have, &c. 


Camp, Hunnoomanpore, (Signed) J. MacGratu, 
7th February 1810. commanding a Detachment in Baraitch. 


STIS 


To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 3d 
instant, and in reply to inform you, that in obedience to the instructions therein 
contained, a squadron of the third Regiment Native Cavalry has been ordered 
to procced from hence on the morning of the 8th, by the nearest route, for 
Bundlecund. 


Major Raban, a few days previous to delivering over the command of this 
post, detached a Jemaduar’s party of Cavalry to Behar; but as I am not aware 
of the necessity of this measure, or of their being continued there, and as | 
shall shortly be obliged to send a troop to Elahabad, to escort treasure from 
thence for the troops here which are now going on four months in arrears, and 
there will then be scarcely a relicf for duty left in the lines, I hope my ordering 
the recall of this party will meet with your approbation. 


I transmit a letter to my address from Zalim Sing, received yesterday. From 
what I can discover of his views from the person who delivered it, and which is 
corroborated by other accounts, I am induced to entertain a belief that it is his 
intention to commence his depredations on the country as soon as the crops now 
on the ground shall become ripe. 

I have, &c. 


Pertautghur, (Signed) J. NuTHALL, 
6th February 1810. , Major, commanding at Pertaubghur. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath, commanding a Detachment at Baraitch. 
Sir : 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, under date 
the 7th instant, conveying the agreeable intelligence of the surrender of the 
fortress of Hunnoomanpore, and your hope of the speedy conclusion of the 
service on which you are engaged. 

2. I congratulate you on the success of your detachment against the fortress 
of Hunnoomanpore, and transmit a purwannah to the address of the Aumil of 
Croonda, desiring the immediate demolition of that fortress and of Bingah, and 
all other places of strength within her Highness the Begum’s jagier. 


3. In the eee of his Excellency the Vizier’s annual hunting excur- 
sion, during which he is always attended by one battalion of Sepoys, and the 
presencc 
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resence of a complete battalion is indispensable at Lucknow, Iam apprehensive Bengal Political 








a your detachment of Captain Vaughan with the second company of the ee 
first battalion of the Twenty-first Regiment, whicli is the corps to be left at ; 
Lucknow, will be productive of public inconvenience ; and I request that you —S_ Letter 
will take the earliest opportunity which may offer, of dispensing with the Be taal at 
service of two companies of Sepoys from the whole strength of your detach- MERROW: 
ment, to direct Captain Vaughan, with those of the first battalion of the 
Twenty-first Regiment, to rejoin his corps at Lucknow. 
4. If you deem it important to the accomplishment of the remaining objects 
of the service on which you are employed to have two companies in the room of 
those in question, I beg that you will inform me, without delay, when I shall 
direct the relief of those companies, by a detachment of equal strength from 
the division of Colonel Mabert’s corps at Secrora. 
I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) . J. BAILILE, 
10th February 1810. Resident. 
Ordered, That the foregoing despatch do lie for consideration. 
EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, Bengal Politica 
The 27th February 1810. ee 
To his Excellency the Honourable Lieutenant-General Hewett, Vice-President Letter 
in Council, &c. &c. &c. from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Honourable Sir : 

In continuation of the subject of my despatch of the 9th instant, 1 have 
now the honour of transmitting, for your Excellency’s information, the 
enclosed copy of a letter which I have more recently received from Lieute- 
nant-Colonel MacGrath, commanding the troops in Baraitch, together with 
a copy of my auswer to that letter. 

I have, &c. 





Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
14th February 1810. Resident. 
To Captain John Baillie, Resident at-Lucknow. _ Letter from 
Sa Licutenant-Colonel 
i MacGrath. 


I have the honour to inform you that I arrived in the vicinity of Secrora yes- 
terday morning on my way to Buinowrah. 

Dowcul Sing, the Zemindar of Bumowrah, on hearing of the approach of 
this detachment, deserted his place of residence, which is situated on the 
banks of the Gogra, and fled across the river towards the purgunnah of 
Deriabad with his guns, according to his usual custom. I proceeded thither 
this morning with a small party to inspect the place; and instead of finding a 
fort, it proves to be nothing more than a small ghurry, or fortified house on the 
banks of the river, capable of containing forty or fifty men, outside of which 
there are a few choppered habitations enclosed by a thorn hedge, for the accom- 
modation of his people. ‘The place can be destroyed by a few bildars in the 
course of a day; but I have not allowed it to be pulled down, under the idea 
that it would be a proper place to post a small party of troops in case it was 
found necessary to follow the Zemindars. In the meantime I would recom- 
mend a native officer, and about thirty sepoys, to be sent there from the Secrora 
post, until you determine what is to be done. 


. Bumowrah is situated seven miles to the southward of Secrora. Its position 
is strong, being in an island formed by a small branch of the Gogra, opposite 
a ghaut, where there are no boats but what this Zemindar keeps to -cross and 
recross the river in case of being attacked. 

Q I have 
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I have for the present desired Hukeem Melidi Alce Khan to furnish a party 
of his men to occupy the place, until you determine whether it would be 
proper to detach the patty I have recommended should be detached from the 
post of Secrora. 


I shall move to-morrew towards Rhewa, where five companies are gone in 
advance: and after that place is destroyed, which will be effected in the course 
of a few days, I am not aware of any further duty that will remain to be per- 
formed in the district. I shall then wait your orders relative to the disposal 
or further employment of the troops under my command, 


I communicated the latter paragraph of your letter of the 7th instant to her 
Highness the Begum’s Aumil ; and although he was at first averse to accepting 
your offer of' the aid of part of this detachment to assist in superintending the 
destruction of the fort of Bingah, he is now desirous of taking advantage of 
your proposal. It is accordingly my intention to furnish him with a company, 
which with his own force now there ought to be perfectly adequate to the 
duty, without running the smallest risk. 


I have, &c. 
Camp near Secrora, (Signed) J. MacGnrartn, 
11th February 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel commanding a 


Detachment, Baraitch district. 


SRI CAREER 


To Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath, commanding the Detachment in Baraitch. 
Sir: 
1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, under date 
the 11th instant, conveying intelligence of the flight of Dowcul Sing with his 
guns, and your occupation of tlic small fortress of Bumowrah. 


2, I regret that it has not been in your power to prevent the escape of this 
Zemindar with his guns, which may be productive of unpleasant consequences 
hereafter; but I am satisfied that the preservation of the ghurry, and its 
occupation by so small a party of our troops from Secrora, if those measures 
were expedient or practicable on any other grounds, would by no means avert 
or diminish the injurious effects to be apprehended from the flight of the 
Zemindar, and therefore it is my duty to desire that Bumowrah be immediately 
demolished. | 


3. Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan, as well as yourself, has been repeatedly 
apprized of his sovereign’s sentiments on this subject being in entire concur- 
rence with mine, and therefore it is unnecessary to make any further reference 
to his Excellency the Vizier, who is prevented from transacting business at 
present by the religious duties of the Mohurrum. 


4. Respecting the employment of your detachment after the forts of 
Bumowrah, Rhewa, and Ikanah shall be destroyed, I can only for the present 
refer you to the statement of fortresses and guns contained in my despatch of 
the 27th December last, remarking for your more particular guidance that the 
forts of Mobarickpore and Jugnapore, and the guns of Isheeree ‘Sing and 
Bhojung Sing and Shahbaz, have not yet been reported to me in the detail of 
your proceedings in Baraitch, and that it 1s the particular desire of this Excel- 
lency the Vizier, as well as the wish of the Honourable the Vice-President in 
Council, that every thing which is necessary to be done in that province should 
be executed at present, while a battering train and every requisite equipment 
are on the spot. | 


5. It would be highly satisfactory to me if, before the march of your 
detachment from the scene of its active operations during a period of so many 
months, you could procure and transmit to me a written declaration, under 
the seals of’ the Vizier’s principal officers, Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan and 
Balek Ram, to certify that all the forts and ghurries in the districts of Nandparrs 
and Baraitch have been taken by your detachment and destroyed, and that no 


Zemindal 
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Zemindar in this district can be considered as possessing the means of further 
opposition to the Government. | 


G6. Itis my intention to suggest this measure at the first favourable opportu- 
nity for the consideration of his Excellency the Vizier, who will, I doubt not, 
be pleased to issue the necessary orders on the subject to the two Aumils 


whom I have mentioned. 
I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) 


J. BAILLIE, 
18th February 1810. 


Resident. 





Ordered, That the above despatch do lie for consideration. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 6th March 1810. 


To his Excellency Lieutenant-General G. Hewett, Vice-President in Council, 
&e. &c. &c. Fort-William. 
Honourable Sir : 

In continuation of the subject of my despatch of the 14th instant, I have the 
honour of submitting to your Excellency the euclosed copy of a letter which I 
have this day addressed to Major-General St. Leger, commanding the troops in 
the field, together with copies of the documents which are referred to in that 
letter. 


I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) 


J. BAILLIE, 
29d February 1810. 


Resident. 


Ban RGOR Tp TO, 


To Major-General St. Leger, commanding the Troops in the Field at Cawnpore. 
Sir: 

]. In continuation of the subject of my despatch of the 15th instant, I have 
the honour of transmitting, for your information, the enclosed copy of a letter 
which I have received from Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath, commanding the 
detachment in Baraitch, together with a copy of my answer to that letter, and a 


translation of a letter addressed to Colonel MacGrath by the Vizier’s Aumil 
of Baraitch. 


2. From the contents of the latter document you will perceive, that the pre- 
sent state of the district of Baraitch is by no means such as ‘to authorize the 
removal of Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath’s battalion, or that of the squadron 
of cavalry belonging to the station of Pertaubghur; but Iam not aware of any 
objection to the immediate recall of the battering train: and I trust that on 
his Excellency the Vizier’s arrival in the district of Baraitch, which he pro- 
poses visiting in the course of the ensuing month, I shall be enabled to suggest 
an arrangement for the future conduct of affairs in that province, which will 
admit of our withdrawing the whole of the extraordinary force, and, directing 
the return of Colonel MacGrath’s corps and of the cavalry to their respective 
cantonments before the beginning of April. 


I-have, &c. 
‘Lucknow, (Signed) 


J. BarLutre, 
29d February 1810. 


Resident. 


To 
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Bengal Political To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Cunsultations. Sir: 
6 March 1810. I had yesterday the honour of receiving your letter of the 14th by express, 
Letter fiom  @CCOmpanied by copy of an arzee written by Meer 5amin Allee, her Highness 
Lieutenant-Colonel the Bhow Begum’s Aumil, Your remark relative to the disposition of the native 
MacGrath. officers in transmitting complaints without an y foundation In tru th, I acknowledge 
is evidently applicable to the. case in question ; and from the communication | 
held with Meer Samin Allee, I should have suspected him to be the last person 
who was capable of compiling such an extraordinary mass of misrepresentation. 
It would be needless to enter into a particular repetition of every part of the 
Aumil’s arzee ;_ I will therefore confine my remarks to such points as are material. 
I must, in the first place, acquaint you, that I positively declined allowing the 
Aumil to interfere with any measures J] thought proper to adopt for the capture 
or surrender of the fortress of Hunnoomanpore, being well aware I could effect 
separately, by negotiation, what in concert with him would have cost many 
lives; and from this circumstance alone can I account for the extraordinary 
representation he has made to you on the subject. 


Hullolpooree, the Chilla of the Ghossein, who had charge of the fort, on 
learning that I had authority to act independently of the Aumil, immediately 
sent in offers of surrendering the fort and his guns, upon a promise of security 
to himself and personal property ; terms which I readily agreed to. He soon 
after waited on me in camp, where he resigned his authority over the place upon 
the terms 1 had pledged myself to observe faithfully. He gave up two guns, 
superior to any the Aumil had with his troops, and offered to forfeit his life, if it 
hercaftcr appeared that he was possessed of more. He at the same time men- 
tioned a neighbouying Rajah in the Begum’s jagier, whose name I do not recol- 
lect, who occasionally supplied bim with additional guns, when he was involved 
in disputes with the Zemindar whose possessions Jay contiguous to his. 


The motives the Aumil had in view, by wishing me to deliver over the Chilla 
to him as a prisoner, I have reasou to say were very different from what he 
avows ; and I never could have complicd with his wishes, without sacrificing 


my faith to satisfy his avaricious and oppressive designs. 


I certainly declined to give over the fort of Bhurtowlee, or Hunnoomanpore, 
until I had executed your orders, as he had previously expressed a wish of 
retaining it for the accommodation of a thannah. Instead of one mine, no less 
than twelve, containing forty-cight maunds of powder, were sprung under the 
fort, which have not only had the effect of destroying the works, but the foun- 
dation ts shaken in such a manner as to render it impossible to undergo repair. 
Ramunporc I always considered in possession of the Aumil: it consisted of a 
large mud building, where a place of worship is erected, surrounded by a 
breast-work and deep ditch, which I desired should be levelled, and I furnished 
the Aumil with a small party of Sepoys to protect his workmen during the time 
they were employed in demolishing the place. I told him that the Ghossein’s 
dwelling- house or temples should not be destroyed with my concurrence, as 
they could not be considered any part of the fortification. 


The Aumil attended me to Secrora, when he expressed his satisfaction at the 
service this detachment had performed for her Highness, and stated that nothing 
remained in the district of Goonda to be performed which required the aid of 
the troops under my command. Before I parted I furnished him with a letter 
addressed to the officer who was to command the company I intended to 
detach for the purpose of superintending the destruction of Bingah; a circum- 
stance that must have escaped his memory when he wrote the conclusion of his 
arZec, 4 
T have detached fifty Bildars, under a guard of Sepoys, to destroy Bumow- 
rah, which will be easily effected in one day. Several other small places inferior 
to Bumowrah, have likewise been demolished, which I did not include in the 
statement I had the honour of furnishing you with. The declarations you require 
from the Chuckludar of the district and Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan, are here- 


with sent; likewise Meer Samin Alee’s acknowledgment of having been 
nlaced 
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placed in possession of Bingah, Rameypore, and the destruction of Hunnooman- 
pore. 1 have applied to him for a similar declaration to that which Balek }iam 
has given, and as soon as ‘he furnishes me with it, I shall furward the sume to 


you without delay. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. MacGraru, 
Camp, Rhewa, Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 
18th February 1810. a Detachment in Baraitch. 





To Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath, commanding a Detachment in Baraitcli. 
Sir: 

1. Lhave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, under date 
the 18th instant, with its several inclosures ; and I am extremely sorry to observe, 
trom the representation of the Aumil, Balek Ram, whose letter to your address 
formed one of the enclosures in your despatch, that the state of the district of 
Baraitch is by no means such as could be wished for, or as, under any circum- 
stances, could authorize my suggesting to his Excellency the Vizier the propriety 
of withdrawing your battalion, or recalling the squadron of cavalry to Pertaub- 
ghur, where its presence is highly desirable. 


¢. I solicit your particular attention to the subject of Balek Ram’s letter, a 
translation of which is enclosed ; and I beg that you will lose no time in adopting 
the measures which may appear to you to be proper and practicable, with the 
force under your command, for the suppression of the refractory Zemindars and 
restoration of the tranquillity of the district. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. BALvire, 
2ist February 1810. Resident. 





Translation of a Letter from Balek Ram to Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath, com- 
manding a Detachment in Baraitch, dated the \6th Afohurrum 1925, or Q1st 
February 1810. 


You have requested me to inform you of the number of forts and guns remain- 
ing im this district to be demolished and taken, in order that they also may be 
captured by the aid of the British detachment, and that the entire tranquillity of 
the district may be established before the troops be withdrawn. I have accord- 
ingly the honour to state to you, that all the forts in this district, for the de- 
‘struction of which the aid of the British troops was required, have been already 
taken and demolished, and that you have also taken sevcral guns from the Zemin- 
dars against whom you proceeded: indeed, a greater number of guns, on the 
whole, than was stated in my arzee to the Presence have been taken and delivered 
over to the Sirkar, but the Zemindars who have fled from their forts, such as Bo- 
jung Sing of Peagpoor, Roshun Khan of Nandparra, Dowlut Sing Zemindar of 
Rhetva, Sheo Sing of Bingah, Dowcul Sing of Bhutowra, and Hunnoomanpore 
ef Bhurtowlee, have all carried several guns with them, and continue in open 
rebellion, Withthe exception of the above persons, there are no guns in the 
possession of any of the Zemindars, nor is there a single fort of consequence 
to be reduced in the district. 


You are, however, fully aware of the disturbances which still exist in the 
district, notwithstanding the presence of the troops. On one side, Roshun 
Khan is committing depredations by night and day ; and on the other, Bojung 
Sing and others plunder the villages and people. Sheo Sing, the Zemindar of 
Bingah, has collected a number of followers, and is committing depredations 
in Bulrampore and Ikana: so is Dowcul Sing, the Zemindar of Bhutowra. 


Under such circumstances, is it possible that the district can be said to be in 
a state of tranquillity ? or can we ever expect the establishment of peace in the 
district, unless a force be stil employed to check the depredations of the 
marauders On the contrary, disturbances will daily increase, since even now, 
while the detachment is present, depredations are constantly committed. I 
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Bengal Political leaye it to yourself to determine what the state of the district will be, if the 
rr era ti troops alee your command march away from it. Not a single Mahajun 0 
ee Ryot will enjoy a moment's rest from the oppressions of the refractory Zemin- 


_ dars, and their property and lives will be endangered. 
A true translation : 
(Signed) J. Bayxxie, 








Resident. 
Bengal Political EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
Consultations, , 
By March isle. The 20th March 1810. 
Letter To His Excellency the Right Honourable Licutenant-General Hewett, Vice 
from Resident at President in Council, &c. &c. &c., Fort William. 
Lucknow. : 
Honourable Sir: . 

I have the honour of submitting, for your Excellency’s information, the 
enclosed copy of a letter which I have this day addressed to Major-General 
St. Leger, commanding the troops in the field, together with copies of the 
several documents which are referred to in that letter. 

I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Barxutr, 
3d March 1810. Resident, 
Letter To Major-General St. Leger, commanding the Troops in the Field, Cawnpore. 
from Resident at os: 
Lucknow. Sir: — . : 

I have the honour of transmitting, for your information, the enclosed 
copies of letters which have recently passed between me and the commanding 
oflicer of the troops at Secrora, together with a copy of a letter which I have 
this day receive from Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath, and acopy of my answer 
to that letter. 

T have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAILLtE, 
3d March 1810. Resident. 
Letter from To Captain J. Bailhe, Resident at Lucknow. 
icutenant-Colonel Sir: 
Mabert. ee : 

Herewith I have the honour to transmit to you the enclosed copy of a public 
letter received from Lieutenant Denty, commanding at Nandparra, undcr date 
the Ist instant, for your information. 

From the report stated in Lieutenant Denty’s Ictter, it appears that the best 
part of the outer-works of the fort is entirely destroycd, and that a less force 
than five companies is fully sufficient for the protection of Nandparra. 
Should vou be of that opinion, and that two companies might be withdrawn 
with safety, as there are no apprehensions of the enemy’s attacking the place, 
I have to request you will favour me with your further instructions on this 
subject. 

IT have, &c. 
Secrora, (Signed) R. Masenrt, 

e4th February, 1810. Lieutcnant-Colonel, commanding Secrora- 

eer ions To Licutenant-Colonel Mabert, commanding Secrora. 
Lientcnant Denty. S = 
Ir: 


In reply to the second paragraph of your public letter of the 19th instant, | 
beg leave to inform you, that it is my opinion that two companies of the pre- 
sent detachment might be withdrawn. Two sides of the outer fort being entirely 

} 
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destroyed, it will not now be worth the enemy's while to attack it, therefore 
three companies, I think, will be perfectly sufficient for the protection of 
Nandparra. I do not believe any iarge body of the enemy have been in the 
district since our arrival. Small parties of them have attacked two villages iv 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
20 March 1810. 


Letter from 


the neighbourhood, but, from the nature of the country, this is entirely out o¢ Lieutenant Denty. 


my power to prevent ; for as I mentioned in a former letter, these pattics are 
constantly changing their positions, and by keeping always in the jungles, it is 
impossible to pursue them with infantry. I would, therefore, strongly recommend 
a body of cavalry being stationed here, who might on some occasion surprize 
these freebooters, and by a severc example prevent the like attacks in future. 
Small parties of Hindoostanee horse stationed at the difterent villages in the 
jungles would, I make no doubt, drive the enemy out of the district altogether ; 
but unless some measures are taken, [ see no prospect of its prosperity by the 
present detachment remaining, for those villages at the distance of a few coss 
must invariably be subject to attack, without our being able to render them 
assistance till too late. J have, therefore, to report, that I conceive three 
companies perfectly sufficient for the protection of Nandparra. With this force, 
I think it very improbable the enemy would ever think of coming here; but 
that a party of cavalry is necessary to clear the country and secure the villages 
from molestation. 
Ihave, &c. 


Camp, Nandparra, (Signed) H. F. Dewry, 
gist February 1810. Lieutenant, commanding Nandparra. 





To Lieutenant-Colonel Mabert, commanding the Troops at Secrora. 
Sir; 
1. I have the honour to acknowledge the reccipt of your letter under date the 
94th instant, with its enclosure from Licutenant Denty to your address. 


2. I consider yourself to be the only competent judge of the extent of the 
force which is required for the protection of Nandparra, and I shall have no 
hesitation in approving the recall of two companies of Sepoys, if you deem 
that measure to be expedient. 


§. I solicit your particular attcntion to the enclosed copies of letters which 
have recently passed between me and Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath, respecting 
the state of affairs in Baraitch, and the practicability of an arrangement for the 
future protection of that district, which will admit of the return of Lieutenant- 
Colonel MacGrath’s battalion to Seetapore. 


4. I request that you will be pleased to peruse those documents with attention, 
and to communicate your sentiments on the general subject of them to me with 


the least practicable delay. 
I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed ) J. Barcure, 
26th February 1810. Resident. 





To Captain J. Baillic, Resident, Vizier’s Court, Lucknow. 
Sir: 


I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your public letter of the 26th 
ultimo, with its several enclosures, respecting the aifairs in Baraitch, and, having 
attentively perused them, I am aware of no difficulty in making the necessary 
arrangement required for the future protection of the district, in the manner 
propused by Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath, which might be more easily effected 
by substituting a troop of cavalry at Nandparra, in the room of two companies 
of the present force now there, which in that event would be withdrawn, and 
atford me a greater force at this post, which could be detached on any emergent 
occasion for the protection of this part of the district. 


‘rom all the various statements which I have received from the officer in 
command at Nandparra, relative to the state of affairs in that district, I am in- 
duced to give it as my opinion, that a furce consisting of three companies of 
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native iufuntry with a troop of cavalry will be fully adequate to the service 
required, which with the force proposed by Lieutevant-Colonel MacGrath to be 
stationed at or near Bulrampore will protect that part of the frontier from the 
incursions of the rebellious zemindars, who are stated to have tuken refuge in 
the jungles in that quarter. 
I have, &c. | 
" (Signed) R. Mapent, 
Secrora, Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 


Ist Marcil: 1810. Secrora. 


To Captain J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 
I have the honour to acquaint you that the battering-train moved this morn- 
ing towards Bhyramghaut, on the way back to Cawnpore, under charge of two 
companies of the second battalion of the Fourth Regiment. 


Rajah Sheo Sing of Bingah has expressed a wish to be permitted to return to 
his zemindary. In reply to his application, I have desired him to withdraw 
himself and adherents trom Bojung Sing and Dultoman Sing’s party, and repair 
to Baraitch, where I would be ready to afford him security of his person and 
property, and would ensure his pardon on giving into the terms alluded to in 
vour letter of the 25th ultimo. Should the restoration of this Zemindar to his 
lands be effected (a prospect I have little doubt of), I look upon it that the 
Peagpoor Zemindars, now in his alliance, will through his influence be given up, 
or prevented from committing depredations in the district, as the principal num- 
ber of followers belonging to the party are in the pay and under the exclusive 
authority of Sheo Sing. I shall move directly to Baraitch, where I mean to stop 
until I can ascertain whether Sheo Sing is sincere in his offers. With respect to 
scizing him or any of his associates by force, I fear every endeavour would be 
fruitless; and any use a force can now be made of would be to prevent the 
rebels plundering the district, and in case of their venturing any distance from the 
jungles to cut off their retreat. 


The disaffected Zemindars now lurking in the northern extremities of the 
district are the only people from whom the smallest apprehension is at present to 
be entertained. They have hitherto remained perfectly tranquil in the jungles, 
and will not attempt to disturb the peace of the district, as long as a small de- 
tachment remains in advance to keep them in check. I shall, in the meantime, 
use every means 11 ny power to encourage Sheo Sing’s return ; and should I fail 
in the attempt, I must only try the eftect of following him and his party into 
their present retreat. 


For information relative to the situation of the Zemindars of Bumowrah and 
Rhewa, who have absconded, 1 refer you to the Chuckludar’s letters herewith 
enclosed, by which you will perceive that nothing necd be apprehended from 
their disaffection. At the same tune I beg leave to state it as my opinion, that 
both of them will, in the course of a short time, undoubtedly return to a sense of 
their allegiance. 


HJunnoomanpore, of Bhurtowlee, having been turned out of his habitation, has 
been obliged to take up his residence in a jungle on his zemindary. He has 
repeatedly written to me on the subject of the harsh treatment he has experi- 
euced ; but as [ have not the power of redressing his prievances, I have recom- 
mended him to repair to Luckuow and submit his complaints to you in person. 
[ hey leave to enclose a letter I received from him two days ago, from the con- 
tent. of which E trust you will be sensible of the reason he has to be dissatisfied 
with the Aumil of Goonda. 


A company belonging to the second battalion of the Fourth Regiment is still 
at Bingah, superintending the destruction of the fort, and as soon as this duty is 
cumpleted, I shall order its return to Lucknow. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) J. MacGrarn, 


Camp, Rhewa, Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 
Ist March 1810. a Detachment, Baraitch District: 
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To Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath, commanding the Detachinent in Baraitch. 
Sir: 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, under date the 
st instant, with its inclosures, and I shall be extremely happy to hear that Sheo 
Sing has returned to his allegiance, and that an arrangement with that Zemindar, 
satisfactory to him and to her Highness the Begum’s Aumil, has been concluded 
through your mediation. 


2, Respecting the Goosseyn of Hunnoomanpore and Bhurtowlie, I have this 
day addressed a Ietter to her highness the Begum, and a purwannah to her 
Aumil, Samin Alee, who is directed to conciliate the Goosseyn and restore him 
on easy terms to his village. The purwannah to the Aumil is enclosed and left 
open for your perusal. 

g. I have further the honour of transmitting to you the enclosed translation of 
4 jetter which I have this day received from his Excellency the Vizier, and a 
translation of the arzee of Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan, which is referred to 
in that letter. 


4. If the statement in the latter document be correct, there seems every 
reason to expect the speedy and successful termination of the services of your 
battalion in Baraitch, by the seizure and surrender of Roshun Khan, and of all 
the other rebels and fugitives who have taken refuge on the confines of Nepaul ; 
and, with this view, I suggest the propriety of your affording your assistance 
to Hukeem Mchdi Alee Khan in the execution of the plan which he has pro- 
posed. ° 

I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
3d March 1810. Resident. 


From his Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 3d March 1810.) 


I transmit, for your information, the enclosed copy of an arzee which I have 
received from Hukeem Mehdi Alec Khan, dated the 28th ultimo, together with 
a copy of the Hindce letter which accompanied it; and I request that you will 
issue such orders on this subject to Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath as may appear 
to you to be expedient, informing me of the substance of your letter to Colonel 
MacGrath, that I may issue corresponding orders to the Hukcem. 





The Arzee of Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan. (Dated the 28th February 1810.) 


Colonel MacGrath told me to-day, that the plan proposed by the Resident of 
Lucknow for the protection of the district of Baraitch was that of stationing 
five companies at Bulrampore and five companies at Nandparra from the bat- 
talion now at Secrora. This arrangement appears to me to be highly proper and 
expedient, because in whatever direction the rebels may fly, they will be imme- 
diately pun!shed with effect, and the minds of the Ryots will be at ease by the 
presence of the British forces. Colonel MacGrath, however, has further 
informed me, that he has reccived orders to pursue Sheo Sing of Bingah, who 
has excited disturbance in Goonda. 


At present I am concerting measures with an officer of the Government of 
Nepaul for the seizure of the rebels Roshun and others, who have fled towards 
the hills of that country, and this officer has promised to carry the measure into 
clfect, im consideration of a reward of two thousand rupees, which I have 
agreed to pay him. An agreement, under the seal of the Ghoorka, has accord- 
ingly been procured to this effect, that on the arrival of the British detachment 
on the confines of Nepaul, the rcbel Roshun, and all the other defaulters from 
this government, with their followers, shall be seized and delivered over to the 
Nircar. It appears, also, that Gian Sing and Heera Loll, adherents of Roshun, 
and Delthemman Zemindar of Peagpoor, and Sheo Sing of Bingah, have all taken 
refuge in those hills. Under these circumstances, it appears to be advisable that 
the detachment under the command of Colonel MacGrath, and the force with 
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Bengal Political me, should immediately march towards the hills; and I have accordingly 
Dita directed Mohummud Hadi to forward one hundred bullocks laden with grain 
"to Gurheeablioor, for the use of the troops, and suggested to Colonel MacGrath 

Arzee of the propriety of bis marching in that direction. The Colonel tells me, however, 
Mukeain Mehdi that without the orders of the Resident, he cannot march towards any other place 
Alee Khan. than the district of Bingah, for that he has addressed a letter to-day to the 
Resident on the subject of my representations, and that it is his intention 

to remain at Bhewa till he receives an answer to his Jetter. 1 deem it my 

duty to submit these circumstances to your Excellency; and as the seizure 





of the rebel Roshun, through the means of this officer of the Government of 


Nepaul, is of the first and greatest importance, stnce it must at once put an end 
to every disorder in the district, I am hopeful that your Excellency will procure 
and expedite to Colonel MacGrath the orders of the Resident for his immediate 
march with the force under his command, including the cavalry, in the direction 
which I shall point out to him. 


A true translation : 








(Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
Resident. 
Bengal Political EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
ne EtG. The 2d May 1810. 
ae To the Honourable John Lumsden, Esq., Vice-President in Council, &c. &c. &c. 
from Resident at . Fort William. 
Lucknow. Honourable Sir: 


I have the honour of submitting for your information the enclosed copies of 
letters which I have recently received from Lieutcnant-Colonel MacGrath, com- 
manding a detachment in Khyreeghur. 

I have, &c. 
His Excelleucy (Siened) J. Barerie, 
the Vizier’s Camp, Resident, 
at I'yzabad, 10th April 1810. 


iL etied: Gears ‘To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Cieutenant-Colonel Sir: 
MacGrath. I] have the honour to acquaint you with my arrival on the banks of Kunarah 

River this morning, ten coss east-north-east of Khyreeghur. The rebcls under 
Roshun Khan, finding 1 was pursuing them so rapidly, were forced to abandon 
most of their heavy baggage, which fell into my hands this morning, contained on 
cleven hackeries: the remains of some gun-carriages and tumbrils were likewise 
found in the road; but, as yet, I have not been able to discover the guns, The 
length and difficulty of the march this morning prevented me from continuing 
the pursuit; but Tintend marching again to night, when I am in hopes, either 
to cone up with the enemy, or gain so much upon them that a few days will, in 
all probability, terminate the pursuit. 


I have detached a party of his Excellency’s cavalry in advance, to hang on the 
rear of the cnemy, and afford me information with respect to their force and the 
route they are pursuing. 


The ground Iam now cncamped upon was yesterday occupied by the enemy; 
and from information ] have received, it appears that Budjla Sing, with about 
ene hundred followers, has joincd Roshun Khan’s party. 


Mudoo Sing, the brother of Ram Sing of Kyreeghur, has caused all the boats 
to the northward on the Gogra to be secured ; and unless the rebels retreat into 
the hills, which I think improbable, there is little chance of their cscape. 


I have, &c. 


Camp on the Banks (Signed) J. MacGrarn, 
of the Hunoura, Licutenant-Colonel, cominanding 
28th March 1810. a Detachment. 
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To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. Bengal Political 
oe Consultations, 
: 2 May 1810. 
] have the pleasure to inform you, that I succeeded this day in coming up side 


with the rebel force under Roshuna Khan, and after a severe but successful — Letter from 
Licutenant Colonel 


ated the enemy, with heavy loss in killed, wounded, and 
attack, completely defca ¢ enemy y #055 kille Ve : MacGrath. 
prisoners. 


Roshun, who was present during the commencement of the action, fled into 
the jungles and made good his escape, although closely pursued. is family, 
two dismounted guns, and the remainder of his baggage, were sent off yester- 
day, in a north-west direction, towards the Gogra. 


After the enemy had commenced their retreat, I pursued them for a consi- 
derable distance through the jungles; but from the extreme fatigue my troops 
had undergone, I found it necessary to give them a temporary refreshment, and 
] propose marching again in the course of the night, and if possible renewing the 
attack ; but I am apprehensive the terror struck by the effect of the action to- 
day will render it impracticable to overtake them before they reach the banks of 
the Gogra, in which dircction it would appear they are retreating. 


From the exertions of Ram Sing, I am in hopes all the boats to the northward 
of Khyreeghur have been effectually secured; and a Soubadar of the hills, now 
in camp, has taken such precautions as will prevent their retreat into the hills. 


In this action I have to regret the loss of one man killed and eight wounded. 
The loss of the enemy was very severe, but as yet I have not been able to ascer- 
tain the number correctly. 

I have, &c. 


Camp, Sungree, (Signed) J. MacGratu, 
on the Banks of the Jullery, Licutenant-Colonel, commanding 
thirty miles north of Khyreeghur, a Detachment. 


30th March 1810. 


To the Honourable J. Lumsden, Fsq., Vice-President in Council, &c. &c. &c. Letter 
Fort William. from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Honourable Sir: 

I have the honour of submitting, for your information, the enclosed copy of a 
letter which 1 have this day addressed to the Provincial Commander-in-Chief of 
the troops, together with a copy of my despatch to Licutenant-Colonel Mac- 
Grath, which is referred to mn that letter. 


I have, &c. 


His Excellency, (Signed) J. BAi.uieE, 
the Vizier’s Camp, Resident. 


Fyzabad, 13th April 1810. 





To Major-Gencral St. Leger, Provincial Commander-in-Chicf, &c. &c. &c., Letter 
Cawnpore. from Resident at 
Sir: Lucknow. 


1. I have the honour of transmitting, for yout information, the enclosed copy 
of a letter which I have this day addressed to Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath, 
together with copics of the documents which are referred to in that letter. 


2. The object of Colonel MacGrath’s expedition to Khyreeghur, in as far as 
the Vizier’s interests were concerned, namely, that of the seizure of the rebellious 
Zemindar of Nandparra, being superseded by the flight of Roshun Khan towards 
Rampore, and the state of the district of Khyrabad appearing both to his Excel- 
lency the Vizier and to mysclf, to require the recall of a portion of the British 
treops to that district, I have on these accounts, as well as from a recollection of 
the wishes of his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, deemed it to be my duty 
to authorize the immediate return of Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath with his 
battalion to the cantonment at Sectapore, submitting, however, for your consi- 

dceration, 
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deration, the propriety of countermanding or confirming the instructions which I 
have issued to Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath. 


I have, &c. 


His Excellency, (Signed) J. Barxere, 
the Vizier’s Cump, Resident. 
T'yzabad, 13th April 1810. 





To Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath, commanding a Detachment in Khyreeghur. 
Sir: 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letters, dated the 28th 
and 30th ultimo, and to transmit to you, for your information, the enclosed extract. 
from a despatch which I have this day received from the Governor-General’s 
agent at Darellie, announcing the escape of Roshun Khan across the Gogra 
and his flight into the district of Rampore. 


2. If this intelligence be correct, and there seems no reason to doubt its 
authenticity, Iam not aware of any good purpose which can be answered by 
vour remaining in the district of Khyreeghur, unless the seizure of the Zemindar 
of that district, as suggested in the letter of Mr. Brooke, or the apprehension of 
the rebel and marauder Budjha Sing could be accomplished by the force under 
vour command, which, at the present advanced period of the season, is I fear 
totally impracticable. 

3. Under these circumstances, and from a recollection of the sentiments of 
his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief with a reference to your battalion, as 
conveyed in a despatch from the Adjutant-General of the Army to the com- 
manding oflicer of the troops in the field, I deem it to be my duty to authorize 
and direct your return with the corps under your command, to the station of its 
cautonment at Sectapore, unless you shall receive contrary orders from the Pro- 
vincial Commandcer-in-Chief cf the Army, to whom a copy of this despatch: shall 
be immediately transmitted by express. 

I have, &c. 
His Excellency, (Signed) J. BAILuiig, 
the Vizier’s Camp, Resident. 

at Fyzabad, 13th April, 1810. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 29th Afay 1810. 


To the Honourable John Lumsden, Esq., Vice-President in Council, &c. &c. &c. 
Honourable Sir: 
1. I have the honour of submitting for your information the cuclosed copy of a 
letter which [ have this day addressed to the commanding officer of the torces, 
together with copics of the documents which are referred to in that letter. 


2, Tam sorry to have occasion to report to you, that the condition of the 
districts of Sooltanpore, Pertaubhur, and Darellic, which were under the charge 
of Rajah Hoolass Sing and his brother, both now in confinement at the requisi- 
tion of his Excellency the Vizicr, is such as to give little hope of cssential 
iimediate advantage from his Excellency’s presence in the country, or from any 
suggestions of mine at so late a period of the season. 


3. A balance of nearly twenty-two lacs of rupees, beig more than the amount 
of the revenue of the three districts 1n question for a year, is stated to be due by 
the Aumil, and but a small portion of this balance is supposed to be in the hands 
of the Zemindars. 

+. The realization, therefore, of any considerable part of the arrears of revenuc 


seems to me to be highly improbable; and the principal advantages in my 
contemplation are those of convincing his Excellency the Vizier of the ruinous 
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system of the administration of this branch of his Government, and obtaining Bengal Political 

such accurate information regarding the state of a large portion of his dominions, ao 

as may lead to a beneficial arrangement for the ensuing fusly year, and may ie 
reclude the necessity of employing, or greatly facilitate the operations of, a 

British military force in the ensumg cold season. te 








I have, &c.. aE 
His Excellency the Vizier’s Camp, °° (Signed) © J. Barus, 
Sooltanpore,. | Resident. 
10th May 1810. 
To Lieutenant-General St. Leger, commanding the Forces, &c. &c. &c. Letter 
Cawnpore. from Resident at 
Sir: Lucknow. 
I have the honour of transmitting for your information the enclosed copy of | 
a letter, dated the 3d instant, which I addressed to the commanding officer of 
the troops at Sooltanpore, together with a copy of a despatch which F have this 
day received from that officer. 
I have, &c.. 
His Excellency the Vizier’s Camp, (Signed) J. Barrxte, 
: Sooltanpore, Resident. 
10th May 1810. 
al 2. : i he Tr | ; Letter 
. To Major R. Fraser, commanding the roops at Sooltanpore Pe lene 
ie Lucknow. 


1. The preserit state of the district of Dalmow, and the measures now in con- 
templation for the future management of that district, having induced his Excel- 
lency the Vizier to summon the Deputy Aumil of Dalmow, Raee Koossul Sing, 
to his Excellency’s presence in camp, and the recent misconduct of that Aumil 
giving great reason to believe that he meditates an escape across the Ganges, 
with. the public treasure and the records of the district under his charge, I am 
requested by his Excellency to desire that you will detach a sufficient force from 
this station to the neighbourhoed of the fortress of Dalmow, for the purpose of 
preventing the Aumil’s escape across the Ganges or otherwise, and, if necessary, 
of seizing his person, and conducting him im security to camp. 


2. A detail of the force which is now acting with Koossul Sing, consisting 
partly of the Vizier’s troops and partly of the Aumil’s adherents, will be furnished 
for your information and guidance. The commander of the Vizier’s troops at 
Dalmow will be instructed to place himself under the orders of the commanding 
officer of the British detachment, and to obey that officer implicitly in every 2 
respect ; and a body of one hundred of the Vizier’s Candahar horsemen, under 
the command of an active officer, with instructions similar to the above, will be 
directed to advance with all expedition to the neighbourhood of Dalmow, and 
there await the arrival. of the British.detachment. 


3. As the accomplishment of the object in view seems to require secrecy and 
the utmost possible expedition, you will be pleased to direct the commanding 
officer of the detachment to proceed by the nearest route to Dalmow, and to 
make as long marches as possible, without harassing the troops. under his 
command. : 


4, On his arrival at the place of his destination, he will deliver or forward to 
Koossul Sing the enclosed dustuck, or mandate, under the seal of his Excellency 
the Vizier, requiring that Aumil’s immediate attendance at Sooltanpore; and 
alter securing the person of the Aumil, if necessary, so as to preclude’ the possi- 
bility of escape, he will be careful to prevent the embezzlement of any part of 
the treasure or public records of the district, and will escort the latter, with the 
Aumil, in security,, by easy marches, to this-place, apprizing. me by. express of 
his proceedings in the execution of. this duty.. 

. I have, &c. | 

His Excellency the Vizier’s camp, | (Signed) J, Barxere,- 

At Sooltanpore,. . Resident. 
3d May 1810. 
| T To 
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Bengal Political To Captain J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow, 

2, is 

29 May 1810. Sir: a ae 

_ Herewith I have the honour of transmitting a copy of an official letter 

babe eee received this morning from the officer in command of the detachment from this 
J rm post on service in the district of Dalmow. 





I have, ‘&c. 





Sultanpore, (Signed) RR. Fraser, 
10th May 1810. Major, commanding at Svoktanporc. 
Letter from ae aior R. Fr oO li "e, 
Capt. Drummond. ‘ Yo Major R. Fraser, commanding at Sooltanpore 
ir: 


}. I have the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the British 
Resident at Lucknow, that I arrived here this morning with the detachment 
under my command, and effected the seizure of the person of Koossul Sing, 
his Excellency the Vizier’s Deputy Aumil in the district of Dalmow, without 
any difficulty or trouble. 


2. In conformity with your instruetions, contained in the third paragraph, I 
delivered to the Aumil the dustuck, or mandate, requiring his attendance at 
Sooltanpore, and explained to him the necessity of his obedience to that order, 
which he very readily complied with; and I immediately took the necessary 
measures for the security of the Vizier’s public treasure and records of the 
district of Dalmow, by going mysclf in person to the Treasury, where I found 
no more than three bags, containing thirteen hundred and forty-three Lucknow 
rupees eight.annas, and one bag of pice and cowries, which will be brought, 
under escort of my detachment, to the Vizier’s camp at Sooltanpore, to which 
place Ishall proceed tomorrow morning by easy marches. I am informed that 
the whole of the treasure, excepting the above sum, had been sent to Hoolass 
Sing, now at Sultanpore, some time previous to my arrival. 


3. You will receive regular information of my progress to Sooltanpore. 


I have, &c. 
Camp at Dalmow, (Signed) I’, Dru mMonn, 
7th May 1810. Captain, commanding a Detachment. 
Letter Yo J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
from Secretary to G5 
Government. ITs 


Your letter of the 10th instant enclosing copy of your communication to 
Lieutenant-General St. Leger on the subject of the measures you considered it 
necessary to adopt, in pursuance of the Nabob Vizier’s requisition, to secure 
the person of the Aumil of Dalmow, and reporting your sentiments on tlic 
condition of his Excellency’s districts which where under charge of Rajah 
Hoolass Sing and his brother, having been submitted to the Right Honourable 
the Governor-General in Council, [ am directed to convey to you his Lordship’s 
approbation of your proceedings, and his concurrence in the justice of your 
remarks on the management of the districts referred to in your letter. 





I have, &c. 
Fort William, (Signed) N. B. EpMONSTONE, 
29th May 1810. Chiet Secretary to Government. 
Letter To the Honourable John Lumsden, Esq., Vice-President in Council, 
from Resident at &e. &e. &e. 


Lucknow. : 
Honourable Sir: 


1. Ihave the honour of reporting to you that I have this day received intelli- 


gence from Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath, of the surrender to that officer, 
: : the 
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the 29th ultimo, of Rajah Ram Sing, the rebellious Zemindar of Khyreeghur in 
the district of Buarellie. 

g. The general objects of the service on which Licutenant-Colonel 
MacGrath's detachment was employed being now entirely accomplished, in the 
most satisfactory manner, with a reference both to the interests of the British 
Government and to those of his Excellency the Vizier, the troops undcr the 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel MacGrath, and the detachments from the 
stations of Secrora and Pertaubghur, which were employed in Nandparra and 
Baraitch, have been recalled to their respective cantonments, under circum- 
stances which give reason to hope that they will be permitted to enjoy their 
repose for a considerable period of time. 

Ihave, &c. 
His Excellency’s the Vizier's (Signed) J. Barsure, 
Camp, Sooltanpure, Resident. 
19th May 1810. 





Ordered, That a copy of the above letter be sent for information to the 
Military Department. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 5th June 1810. 


To the Honourable John Lumsden, Esg., Vice-President in Council, 
&c. &c. &c. Fort Willian. 


Honourable Str : 

1. [ have the honour of submitting for your information the enclosed copy of 

a letter of this date, which I have addressed to Major T’rascr, commanding the 
troops at Sooltanpore. 


2. Since the despatch of my letter of the 10th instant, his Excellency the 
Vizier, after confining the principal Aumil of the districts of Sooltanpore, Per- 
taubghur, and Bareilie, with three of his relations and deputies, has been 
occupied in a fruitless attempt to recover the large outstanding balances of 
revenue in this district from the principal sub-farmers and Zemindars, who were 
stated to be m balance by the Aumil, and a few of whom, like the Zemindars of 
the district of Akbcerpoor, described in my instructions to Major Fraser, have 
declined tv appear in the Presence. 


3. The Vizier has been in consequence extremely urgent with me for thie 
immediate employment of a large military force and the aid of a battering train, 
to reduce those defaulters to submission and enforce their attendance in camp ; 
but, as the obvious inexpedience, and indeed the impracticability, of affording this 
ud, during the present inclement season of the year, were expressly declared 
and acknowledged before our quitting Fyzabad, and on the first suggestion of 
our visiting these districts, I have considered it to be my indispensable duty to 
adhere to my original declaration, and to decline making any requisition for the 
cmployment of a battering train to the commanding officer of the forces. 


4. The disorderly state of the district of Akberpoor had never been an nounced 
to me by the Vizier till after our arrival at this placc, and the want of proper 
and timely information, regarding the state of the district in question, formed a 
strong additional argument in the recent discussion with his Ixcellency against 
his demand of a battering train, or the undertaking of extensive military 
Operations at so unfavourable a season of the year. 


5. The measure which I have ultimately adopted, with a reference to the district 
of Akberpoor, has had his Excellency’s entire approbation, and will, I trust have 
the desired effect. 

I have, &c. 


Ilis Excellency’s the Vizicr’s (Signed) | J. BAILLIE, 
Camp, Sooltanpore, Resident. 
18th May 1810. 


To 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
29 May 1810. 

Letter 
from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
5 June 1810. 





Letter 
from Resident at 
Luchnow. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
5 June 1810, 


Ete 


Letter 
from Resident at 
Lucknow, 


v2 OUDE PAPERS. 


_ To Major Fraser, commanding the Troops at Sooltanpore. 


Sir: : : 

1, The Zemindars of the villages of Burouna, Oolloopoor, and Fukheerpoor 
Rewy dependants of Baboo Sudroopjeet Sing, Talookdar of Bedhur, in the 
district of Akberpoor, having resisted the authority of his Excellency the Vizier, 
by refusing to obey a summons for their personal attendance at this place and 
treating the messenger with Insolence and contempt, 1 have been requested by 
his Excellency to desire that you will adopt the necessary measures for sup- 
porting the authority of his Government over the several Zemindars in question, 
and enforcing their obedience to. his summons. 


2. From the information which I have hitherto procured, it would appear that 
the collected force of the several Zemindar’s, above described, does not exceed 
the number of three or four hundred match-lockmen at the utmost, and that 
they do not possess fortresses of any strength, nor strong holds of a nature or 
description against which the employment of a battering train can be required. 


3. But as there are several places of considerable strength reported to be in 
the possession of Sudroopjeet Sing, Deljeet Sing, and other Zemindars in 
the district of Akberpoor, who have long becn in a state of equivocal submis- 
sion, if not of resistance to the Vizier’s government, and may offer their assist- 
ance to the Zemindars of Burouna, Oolloopoor, and Fukheerpoor, it seems on 
this account to be expedient, as well as desirable in every point of view, that 
the submission of the persons whom I have mentioned to the just authority of 
their sovereign be brought about by conciliatory conduct, rather than by military 
operations, and that the latter, if ultimately indispensable, be undertaken with 
great prudence and caution, so as to preclude the possibility of a failure at an 
unfavourable season of the year, when the employment of any reinforcement, 
and more particularly of heavy ordnance and stores, must be attended with 
great inconvenienec, if not considered as totally impracticeble. 


4. From a consideration of the limited force which is at present under your 
command, and of the service recently performed by a portion of your battalion, 
as well as of the nature of the service which is the subject of the present requi- 
sition, I have induced his Excellency the Vizier to offer the assistance, on this 
occasion, of two hundred chosen men from the body of Candahar horsemen in 
his Excellency’s service, and of two iron-guns, six-pounders, with their full 
complement of golandauzes, and a proportion of field ammunition. 


5. To the above party of his Excellency the Vizier’s troops you will be please«| 
to add such a detachment from your battalion as may appear to you to be requi- 
site for the accomplishment of the object in view, and direct the whole party to 
proceed to the «istrict of Akberpoor with all convenient expedition, taking care 
to furmsh the commanding officer of the British detachment, on whom of course 
the general command will devolve, with such particular instructions, in the spirit 
of the foregoing remarks, as you may deem to be necessary for his guidance. 


6. Purwannahs, under the seal of his Excellency the Vizier, in the terms of 
the enclosed document, have been addressed to all the Zemindars in the district 
of Akberpoor,. and will be entrusted to the commanding officer of the detach- 
ment, for the purpose of being delivered or transmitted on his arrival im the dis- 
trict, as may appear to be advisable. 


7. Mohummud Koolee Khan, Aumil of Akberpoor, will aecompany or pre- 
cede, and ultimately reside with the detachment, for the purpose of ensuring its 
supplies and conveying every necessary information ;. and it will be the duty of 
the commanding officer of the detachment to. support the authority of the Aumil, 
and to enforce his demands against the Zemindars, after ascertaining the justice 
of those demands, in every practicable instance, without hazarding the safety of 
his detachment, or incurring the risk of a failure, by attacking a fortress or 
place of strength, to thie capture of which his force may be inadequate, from the 
want of a battering train. 


8. There is, at present, every reason to expect that the appearance of so 
respectable a force as that which I have here suggested, with the vicinity of the 
Vizier's encampment, and a consideration of the terms of the purwannahs with 


which the cominanding officer of the detachment will be charged, aided by = 
an 
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and at the same time conciliatory conduct on his part, will induce the refractory Bengal Political 
Zemindars to return to a due sense of their allegiance, and to obcy the mandate oa 
of their sovereign for their immediate attendance on his Excellency’s Aumil in 
the district: in which case the object of the prescribed service will be very 
speedily accomplished, and the detachment will be ordered to return ; but other- 
wise it must remain encamped or cantoncd in the district, till effectual measures 
shall be adopted for the reduction of all the fortresses and punishment of the 


rebellious Zemindars. 


g. In the probable case of the flight of the refractory Zemindars, and the 
evacuation of some of their fortresses, the Aumil of the district has been enjoined 
by his Excellency the Vizier to take immediate measures for the demolition of 
all such fortresses or ghurries as may thus come into his possession ; and it will 
be the particular province of the commanding oflicer of the British detachment 
to see that this order be strictly obeyed. 


I have, &c. 


lis Excellency the Vizicr’s camp, (Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
Sooltanpore, 18th May 1810. Resident. 





Letter 
from Resident at 
Lucknow. 





T.etter 


To Captain J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. sa Sceretary to 
rovernment. 


Sir: 

i. I am directed to acknowledge the reccipt of your letter of the 18th ultimo, 
enclosing a copy of your instructions to the officer commanding the troops at 
Sooltanpore, regarding the employment of a military force for the support of the 
authority of his Excellency the Vizicr’s government in the district of Akburpore, 
and to inform you that the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council 
entirely approves of the measures you have suggested to Major Fraser, and con- 
curs with you in opinion regarding the inexpedicncy, at this late season of the 
year, of undertaking any military operations requiring the aid of a battering train. 


2. His Lordship in Council trusts, that the force you have directed Major 
Fraser to employ, assisted by the detachment from his Excellency’s troops, will 
be fully equal to accomplish the service pointed out in your instructions to that 
officer. 

I have, &c. 





Fort-William, (Signed) N. B. EpMONSTONE, 
Sth June 1810. Chief Sccretary to Government. 
EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, ee ee 
onsultations, 
Lhe 16th August 1810. 16 August IS1v. 
To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government, Letter 
Fort William. from Resident at 
ee Lucknow. 


1. Ihave the honour of transmitting to you, for the notice of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council, the enclosed copy of my instruc- 
tions, under date the 17th instant, addressed to Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, 
commanding the troops at Pertaubghur. Instructions of a similar nature have 
been issued to the commanding officer of the troops at Sooltanpore. 


2% At the same time I deem it proper to transmit to you, for his Lordship in 

Council’s consideration, the enclosed translations of Ictters which have passed 
between his I’xcellency the Vizier and me, on the subject of the representations 
by his Aumils of the disorderly state of their districts, which I have every 
reason to consider as either talse or greatly exagyerated, and for the ultimate 
investigation of which I should deem it to be highly expedient to depute a 
respectable Aumeen, as originally suggested by the instructions of Government, 
conveyed in your despatch of the 18th cf April 1808, and proposed by me, on 
this occasion, for the adoption of his Excellency the Vizier. 


U 3. The 
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Bengal Political 3. The Right Honouravie the Governor-General in Council will be pleased to 
Ponautations, observe, in the Vizier’s last letter to my address, a modification of the character 
: ' and objects of the proposed deputation to Pertaubghur, which would render it 
Letter entirely futile, and trom which, therefore, I must deem it to be my duty to 
tom Resident at ithhuld my consent, till the result of this reference be made known to me. 


Lucknow. 

4. If it be the wish of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in 
Council, that the whole of the fortresses in the Vizier’s dominions be destroyed, 
with a view to the permanent tranquillity of the country and the easy realization 
of its revenue (without reference to the conduct of his Excellency’s Aumils or 
Zcmindars), there appears to be no necessity for an investigation of the causes 
of disorder in those districts ; and I conceive that the employment of the dis- 
posable force which is already stationed at Sooltanpore and Pertaubghur, with the 
aid of a battering train from Elahabad, would answer every purpose of the 
Vizier’s present requisition, in the course of a few months of the ensuing cold 
season. 


5. But if the expediency of the repeated destruction of forts in his Excel- 
lency’s dominions, which past experience has proved to us that the neglect or 
venality of his Aumils may soon recall to existence, with perhaps additional 
strength, independently of the consideration of justice towards the landholders 
of this country, by whom those fortresses are erected for the purposes of self- 
defence against the rapine and extortion of the Aumils, be a question of hesita- 
tion or doubt, there scems strong ground to insist on the measure of deputing 
Aumceens on this occasion, in the hope of accomplishing every just object of 
the Viziers Government, without engaging in extensive military operations, 
from the result of which no permanent benefit can be expected under the pre- 
sent system of his administration, 





6. At the same time, it is but justice to his Excellency to state, that he has 
Jately appeared to be fully as sensible as Lam of the ruinous consequences of the 
system of farming his revenues in the manner hitheito practised, to persons 
totally unworthy of trust, and that a considerable portion of his dominions is 
now under the management of Aumeens, whose instructions have been prepared, 
at my suggestion, in terms very similar to those which are adopted in the 
Company's territories; that a proclamation against the construction or repair 
of fortresses, under a lieavy penalty, and in terms suggested by me, has been 
circulated, to most, if not all, of the Aumils and principal landholders in the 
country ; and that his Excellency has repeatedly recognized and acquiesced in a 
declaration, which I considered it to be my duty to make to him, that no future 
requisition for the reduction of a fortress already taken and destroyed, or made 
over to an Aumil by the cxertions of a British force, should, under any circum- 
stances, be complicd with, save as a voluntary concession on the part of the 
British Government, not implied by even the spirit of its cngagements. 


7. On the other hand, it is proper to remark, that the precarious expectation 
of any permanent salutary effects from the measures which have been thus re- 
cently adopted at my suggestion, does by no means appear to inyself to warrant 
an immediate decision in favour of the Vizier’s requisition for the reduction of all 
the forts in his dominions, or even in the district of Pertaubyhur, without an 
Investigation into the state of the country, in the manner which I] have proposed ; 
and after receiving the reports of Colonel Palmer, and of the officer commanding 
at Sooltanpore, it will remain for the Right Honourable the Governor-General in 
Council to decide whether or not the measure of deputing an Aumcen to those 
districts, for the purposes which I have described, shall be urged to his Excel- 
Jency the Vizicr. . 

I have, &c. 





Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
22d July 180. Resident. 
Letter To Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer. 
irom Resident at Sir: 


Liichnow. ee . er ; 
1. I have the honour of transmitting to you the enclosed translations of docu- 


ments which L have reccived from his Excellency the Vizicr, containing reports 
from 
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from his Excellency’s Aumil of Pertaubghur of the refractory conduct of two of 
the principal Zemindars of that district, on which his Excellency has founded a 
requisition for the aid of the British troops to support the authority of his Aumil, 
and reduce the fortresses of all the Zemindars in the district. 


g. As the undertaking of military operations of any nature or extent, at the 
present season of the year, is highly inexpedient, and as it is desirable, on every 
occasion, to ascertain the truth and justice of the statements and demands of the 
Aumils of this Government before proceeding to support their authority by the 
aid of the British troops, I consider it to be my duty to request that you will use 
your best endeavours to investigate and ascertain the real grounds of complaint 
against the Zemindars who are described in these documents, as well as the 
general state and condition of the district of Pertaubghur, and the character and 
conduct of the principal Zcmindars of that district, tor the purpose of enabling 
me to decide on the expediency of employing a detachment of the British troops 
in support of the Aumil’s authority after the close of the periodical rains. 


3. With the view of assisting you in the progress of this Investigation, mstruc- 
tions have been issued to the Aumils of Pertaubghur and Behar, in the terms of 
the accompanying documents, which will probably occasion several requisitions 
from those Auimils for the aid of the troops under your command. 


4. On every occasion of a requisition of this nature in future, as well as with a 
reference to the Zemindars of the districts of Khroen and Soojakhur, it appears 
to be proper, in the first instance, that you address a letter, or send a message by 
an intelligent non-commissioned officer of your corps, to the person complained 
against by the Aumil, calling on him to desist from lis refractory conduct, to 
acknowledge the authority of the Government, and to dicharge the arrears of 
revenue which may be due, and cautioning him against the consequences of his 
neglect of your admonition, which must inevitably produce lis severe and exem- 
plary punishinent, in the case of a British force being cmploycd against him at 
the requisition of his sovereign, the Vizier. 


5. The immediate effect of the measure above suggested on your part, will, in 
all probability, be the personal attendance of the Zemindar to whom your letter 
or message is addressed, the attendance of an agent on his part, or his transmis- 
sion of an arzee inreply, to represent the oppression of the Aumil, to assert the 
payment of the revenue, or to offer excuses for the delay ; and in all those cases 
you will be pleased to reccive the verbal or written representations of the Zemin- 
dars, and trausmit them for my information, with the result of any further 
myuiry which you may be enabled to make Into the real circumstances of the 
case by a reference to the Aumil or his agent, or through the channel of your 
own confidential messengers, to the Zemindars and peasantry of the villages 
adjacent to the scene of complaint. 


6. You will also use your best endeavours, in the case of expected resistance 
on the part of any Zeinindar, to ascertain the strength of his fortress, the num- 
ber of armed men in his employment, anc the probability of his deriving sup- 
port or assistance from any of the neighbouring Zemindars, reporting from time 
to time the progress and result of your inquiries, but declining or delaying, on 
the ground of the present unfavourable season, to comply with any requisitions 
from tie Auinils tor the employment of a military force, save in cases of obvious 
emergency, and under circumstances which alfurd a certain prospect of the 
immediate success of the detachment which you may decm it to be proper to 
employ. 


I have, Xc. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. Barve, 
17th July 1810. Resident. 





To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written the Ist July 1810.) 


I submit for your Excellency’s information the enclosed translation of a 
letter which I have received from Major Fraser, commanding the troops at 


Sooltanpore, 
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Sooltanpore, together with a statement of complaints against some of the 
Zemindars of that district who reside within a short distance from the can- 


tonments. 

1 have already issued instructions, in general terms, to Major Fraser, for the 
support of the Aumil’s authority, by a compliance with every requisition for 
the punishment of Zemindars, of whose guilt or disobedience he shall have 
reason to be satisfied, if the state of the weather and extent of the disposable 
force at the station admit of the speedy execution of the service required, and 
I have every reason to expect that those instructions will be attended with the 
desired effect of preserving the tranquillity of the district, provided the Aumil 
convey correct information on all occasions of commotion to the commanding 
officer of the troops; and, therefore, if your Excellency approve of those 
instructions, I sugeest that corresponding orders on the subject of them be 


issued to the Aumil without delay. 


A true copy : 


(Signed) J. Batiue, 
Resident: 


Extract from a Letter from Major Fraser, commanding the Troops at Sooltanpore, 
to Captain J. Baillic, Resident at Lucknow, under date the 28th June 1810. 


In respect to the paper of intelligence from Sooltanpore, which was inserted 
in your oflicial despatch of the 2Ist instant, and which Ihad no opportu- 
nity of replying to fully in my last, I have only to state that every transaction 
under the head of revenue, or other public concerns between the Aumils and 
Zemindars, is to me totally unknown, having never had the least commu- 
nication with his Excellency’s Aumils, Canoongoes, or Chowdries, since my 
arrival at this station. The Aumil of Sooltanpore, Fuzul Alee Khan, pitched 
his tents and encamped his troops‘directly opposite to my quarters, on the 
north bank of the river Goomdty, for ten days, and never once acquainted me, 
either by note or by message, of any thing that occurred. Had there been 
oceasion for it, I could have very easily then offered him what assistance he 


required. 

The conduct of all the Zemindars and Talookadars in the vicinity of this 
station is become very troublesome and highly irregular, and I beg leave to 
suggest my being vested with authority to seize and send them to the Presence, 
for the requisite punishment, without which it is most likely they will become 
still more troublesome. It is reported to me that they actually make game of his 
Excellency’s Aumils, Peons, or people sent to them with messages or requi- 
sitions. 

I beg leave to send a few complaints against some refractory fellows within 
a short distance of cantonments: they have occurred within this month and 
are attested by his Excellency’s agent. 

A true extract : 
(Signed) J. Bariire, 


Resident. 


Irom His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 6th Jaly 1510.) 
IT have received your letter of the 1st instant, covering translations of a 
letter from Major I’raser, and of its several enclosures. 


The mode which you have recommended for the punishment of the Zemin- 
dars in Sultanpore has my entire approbation; and agreeably to your suggestion, 
L have ordered the Aumil of Sooltanpore to wait on the commanding officer of 
the station, inform him of the state of the district, and request his aid in 
bringing the Zemindars to obedience ; or in the case of his not being able, 


from the urgency of other business, to attend the commanding officer himself, 
to 
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to send a confidential person, or a letter under his own seal, and to state all 
the circumstances respecting the Zemindars which may come to the Aumil’s 
knowledge. : 7 7 


I have further directed him to supply every necessary article for the con- 
sumption of the troops which may be required by the agent of supplies; and, 
in the case of the Zemindar’s refusing to supply grain or forage for the cattle, 
to furnish them with his own force if it be adequate, or otherwise to apply to 
the commanding officer for his assistance. The Aumil is instructed to report 
to me the result of his conferences with the commanding officer, but not to 
wait my orders for communicating with that officer on every emergency which 
may arise. 


Orders have also been issued to the Aumils of Behar and Pertaubghur to 
procure every possible intelligence respecting the movements of Zalim Sing, 
and to report it, in the first instance, to the commanding officer of the station, 
and then transmit the intelligence to the Presence; but‘on no account to 
delay informing the commanding officer of any occurrence which may require 
the aid of the British troops, with the view of precluding depredations or 
suppressing refractory Zemindars. 


I transmit for your information a copy of the orders which have been issued. 


Translation of orders issued by His Excellency the Vizier to Jemaloo-deen, Aumil 
of Behar. 


If it be required to punish any of the Zemindars in your district, or if the 
fugitive Talookadar of Buddree at any time return to Behar, you are directed 
immediately to wait on the commanding officer of the station, and inform him 
of all the circumstances of the case, of the force of any Zemindar who may 
be turbulent, and the strength ot any fort or ghurry which it may be necessary 
to reduce; and in the case of your being unable, from the exigency of other 
business, to attend the commanding officer yourself, you will send a confiden- 
tial servant, or a letter under your seal, to his address, for the purpose of 
explaining all the circumstances which may come to your knowledge, that the 
commanding officer may be enabled to adopt the necessary measures for 
reducing the Zemindars to submission with the least practicable delay. 


You are further directed to report to the Presence the result of all your 
conferences with the commanding officer, but not to wait the orders of the 
Huzzoer for communicating with that officer on any emergency which may 
occur. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Batvuir, 
Resident. 


RAE TTAD 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 7th July 1810.) 


Your verbal communication has been delivered to me to the following 
purport: * that from the conduct of Mohummud Kolee Beg and the three 
** other Aumeens, you could not place any confidence in their statements, and 
‘“‘ that you were apprehensive that after the close of the periodical rains, when 

a requisition might be made for the assistance of the British troops, some 
delay would occur on your part in affording the aid required, in consequence 
of your being unacquainted with the real state of those districts, and that 
this delay might be displeasing to me,” 


From the increasing friendship between us, I have invariably hitherto 
adopted all your suggestions with a reference to those mehauls, and am dis- 
posed to do so in future, being fully convinced that, by your assistance and 
advice, those districts will be restored to perfect order, and that nothing will 
ever occur on your part to cause me the smallest displeasure. 


Agreeably to your original request, my orders have been issued to the 
Aumils to collect and transmit all the information in their power; and I have 


hitherto 


€¢ 
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hitherto sent, ard shall always s¢nd to you in future, copiés of all aklbars and 
arzees which I receive. | | | | 

I now transmit, for your information, a variety of decumer:ts which will 
convey to you all the particulars. | | 


With a reference to your original suggestion regarding the capture and des- 
truction of furts, I entirely concur with you in this opinion, and I trust that 
it willsoon be carried into effect, and that tranquillity and good order will 
thereby be restared to every district in my dominions. 


If you have no reliance on Mohummed Kolee Beg and the other three 
Aumeens, it seems proper that some respectable person be appointed by me 
with suitable assistants, and that another person with the requisite assistants be 
also deputed by you, to ascertain the condition and strength of the several 
fortresses, the number of armed men with the Zemindars, their several strong 
holds, and the jungles and other places difficult of access in their possession, 
The whole expense attending this deputation shall cheerfully be discharged by 
me; and thus every necessary information being obtained during the present 
season, the fortresses can easily be destroyed after the breaking up of the rains. 


With regard to your ultimate apprehension of the flight, and future depre- 
dations of the refractory Zemindars and their abettors, as their reliance on the 
strength of their forts alone has hitherto puffed them up with vain ideas of 
resistance, when all their forts shall be destroyed, their ideal greatness will 
vanish, and the terror of the British arms will induce them to return to their 


allegiance. 


In consequence ef the friendship and amity subsisting between us, the 
punishment of al! the rebels in my dominions must rest entirely on you, and to 
you only can TU apply for the adoption of the necessary measures. Who is 
there, indeed, besides yourself, that can perform this service to my satisfaction, 
or to whom can I issue my requisitions, save to you? Consider, therefore, before 
setting out, what can be done now towards the accomplishment of the object, 
and hereafter, if necessary, let us, according to former agreement, proceed to 
the spot, and there determine on future measures. : 


A true translation : 


(Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
Resident. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written 18th July 1810.) 


I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s two letters, dated the 
7th and 16th instant. 


The settlement of the districts of Pertaubghur, Dalmow, &c., has always 
been considered by me as an object of the highest importance; but as the 
adoption of any measures for this purpose was impracticable, with the degree 
of information which I had hitherto been enabled to obtain, and it had been 
agreed on between your Excellency and me that orders should be issued 
to the Tehsildars of the several mehauls in question, directing them to ascer- 
tain and report the amount of the collections of the Aumils who have lately 
been removed, and to realize such balances as the Zemindars might con- 
fess to be outstanding, procuring and transmitting at the same time the most 
accurate information regarding the force of the refractory Zemindars; and 
as the attainment of this information, though in by no means a satisfactory man- 
ner, appeared for a time to be in train, from the tenor of the various docu- 
ments which your Excellency was in the habit of serding to me during the last 
month, I had determined to wait the receipt of all the expected documents, 
and after a mature consideration of the whole, to offer such suggestions to your 
Excellency for the settlement of the districts in question as circumstances 
might appear to require. | 

During 
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During the last ten or twelve days the transmission of intelligence from 
those mehauls has been entirely discontinued by your Excellency ; and con- 
sidering my information to be imperfect, I refrained from submitting my opinion 
till the receipt of your last letter to my address, when I again looked over the 
papers, and have collected from them the following points :-— 


By the report of the Aumil of Pertaubghur, it appears that there are only 
three or four Zemindars in that district whom the Aumil considers as refrac- 
tory. Of those, one, for whom Mohun Loll Oopadheea is security, would 
appear to be in confinement with the Aumil, another to be of so little consi- 
deration that the Tehsildar himself avows the power of punishing him, and only 
awaits your Excellency’s orders to do so. A third is in attendance on the 
Tehsildar, and is reported to be refractory merely because he claims the deduc- 
tion of nankar, and credit for his former payments to the displaced Aumil, with 
some remissions on account of drought, &c., all which seem to be just and 
reasonable in the extreme. 


In the elaka of Sooltanpore, in like manner, there are but a few Zemindars 
reported to be refractory, and of those the arrears of revenue do not amount to 
any considerable sum ; but their failure to attend the Aumil is certainly a proof 
of disobedience, if it be true, as reported by that officer. On the whole, how- 
ever, it is evident that the information which I have hitherto obtained does not 
suggest the ‘necessity of adopting any extraordinary measures, with a view to 
the settlement of those districts, nor enable your Excellency or me to decide 
on what is proper to be done; and this obvious want of information has 
induced me, in pursuance of your Excellency’s late suggestion, to look out for 
some respectable person in the charcter of an Aumeen upon my part, to accom- 
pany another whom your Excellency may be pleased to depute for the purpose 
of ascertaining the real condition of those districts, and conveying ample 
reports on them for your Excellency’s information and for mine. In the mean 
time, J] have deemed it to be proper, with a view to your. Excellency’s satisfac- 
tion, and in the spirit of your recent orders to the Aumils of Pertaubghur and 
Sooltanpore, to issue detailed instructions to the commanding officers of the 
British troops in those districts, for the guidance of their conduct in every 
case of a requisition for military aid to be made by your Excellency’s Aumils 
during the season of the periodical rains, and from the tenor of those instruc- 
tions I augur much important information regarding the real state of the coun- 
try, which will greatly assist my judgment in deciding on what should here- 
after be done. The substance of my instructions to Colonel Palmer and Major 
Fraser 1s as follows :— 


That on every occasion of a requisition for the punishment of a defaulting 
Zemindar, they in the first instance address a letter, or send a message by an 
intelligent messenger to the person complained against by the Aumil, calling 
on him to desist from his refractory conduct, to acknowledge your Excel- 
Jency’s authority, and to discharge the arrears which may be due, and warning 
him of the inevitable ruin which he must incur by persisting in rebellious 
practices. That if the Zemindar who is thus accused by the Aumil state any 
plausible excuse for delay in discharging the revenue, or complain of the 
Aumil’s oppression with apparently just ground, the Zemindar’s statement be 
received and transmitted to me, with as full a detail as may be procurable of 
all the circumstances of the case. But if the guilt of the Zemindar shall be 
manifest, and his immediate reduction expedient and practicable, without the 
hazard of a failure or great inconvenience to the troops at the present unfavour- 
able season, that measures be adopted for that purpose without delay, other- 
wise the service to be postponed till the close of the rainy season, and the 
intermediate time to be occupied in obtaining every information to ensure a 
speedy and successful issue of it after the breaking up of the periodical 
rains, when the troops must of course be employed. 


I shall transmit the foregoing instructions, with translations of some of the do- 
cuments which I have lately received from your Exceilency, by the mail of this 
evening, and I confidently expect a favourable result: from them, in the submis- 
ston and return to obedience of most of the refractory Zemindars. But if any 
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shall ‘persist in their rebellion, and the employment of a larger force with, 
a battering train shall ultimately appear to be indispensable, that force shall of 
course, be applied for; and agreeably to my original promise, { shall be reag 

to accompany your Excellency at a proper season to the spot, and to assist jp 


from Resident at the settlement of the country. 


Lucknow. 


Letter 
from Secretary to 
Government. 


A true copy : 
(Signed) J. Baixute, 
Resident. 





From his Excellency the Vizier, (Received the 21st July 1810.) 


I have received your letter of the 18th, in reply to mine of the 7th and 
16th instant. You have stated that the transmission of arzees, &c. continued 
fora time, and during the last ten or twelve days has been discontinued. 


Whenever arzees or akhbars have been received, I have invariably sent them, 
after perusal, to you; and if I receive any hereafter, the same rule shall be 
observed. 


With regard to your remark, that as the information hitherto obtained res- 
pecting those districts is obviously insufficient to enable you to decide on what 
is proper to be done, you are on the look out for some respectable person, in 
the character of an Aumeen, to accompany the person whom I may depute, 
&c. &c. I must again refer you to my letter of the 7th, in which | remarked 
that it seems proper that some respectable person, with suitable assistants, be 
appointed by me, and that another, on your part, with like assistants, be also 
deputed to ascertain the condition and strength of the several fortresses, &c. &c. 
My meaning in those words is no more than that a person be sent to ascer- 
tain the points which I have stated; not surely in the character of an 
Aumeen, which I by no means approve, because I have Aumeens already in 
those districts. 


With regard to your other suggestions (recapitulate the contents), they 
appear to be perfectly proper, and have my entire approbation, as I only wish 
to recover the balances of my revenue, which are justly due, and to restore 
tranquillity in those districts, in such a manner as to prevent the Zemindars 
from being troublesome at any future period. From one observation, however, 
in your last letter, I may infer that the forts of those Zemindars who submit 
and return to.obedience are not meant to be destroyed, and this is contrary to 
your original suggestion. But this discussion is of little importance at present, 
as after our arrival on the spot, we can determine on the measures to be 
adopted ; and any suggestions which may then be offered by you I shall be 
sincerely disposed to acquiesce in. 


A true translation: 


(Signed) J. Barvure. 
Resident. 





To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 
1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, under date 
the 22d ultimo. 


2. The Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council entirely ap- 
proves the tenor of the instructions, of which you have transmitted a copy, to 
the officers commanding at Pertaubghur and Sooltanpore. 


3. This measure, also, which you suggested to his Excellency the Vizier, of 
deputing an Aumeen to ascertain the real state of those districts, appears to his 
Lordship in Council to have been perfectly proper and judicious, and conform- 
= — general instructions of the 18th of April 1808, to which you have 
referred. , 


4. It is the wish of the Governor-General in Council, that on the receipt of the 


expected reports from the commanding officers at Pertaubghur and Sooltanpore, 
you 
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u should exercise your discretion with regard to the expediency of urging the — Bengal Political 
y Jjoption of the measure which you have suggested ; his Lordship in Council, aeons 


however, is by no means prepared, as the alternative of that measure, to Hae 
Letter 


acquiesce in the perverted object of it proposed by the Vizier. : 

; from Secretary t 
5. The observations which you have stated on the question of destroying the — Giovernment. 

forts in his Excellency’s dominions, are considered by his Lordship in Council 

to possess much weight, and the only determination on that question which his 

Lordship in Council is at present disposed to form is, that they should be 

destroyed in cases in which the possessors have taken advantage of them to 

resist the just anthority of the State, and compelled the employment of our 

troops to enforce their obedience. The orders which, with a view to provide 

against the restoration or renewal of fortresses once taken or destroyed, have 

been promul,ated at your suggestion, and your declaration to the Vizier that 

the British Government would not be under any obligation to comply with a 

requisition for the aid of its troops in the reduction of a fort restored or 

renewed after being taken or destroyed, are entirely approved. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. B. EpMonsToNE, 

Chief Secretary to Government. 





Fort William, 
16th August 1810. 
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To N. B. Edmonstone, Isq., Chief Secretary to the Government, Fort William. Letter 
ae from Resident at 
a oe : ; Lucknow. 
I have the honour of transmitting to you, for the information of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council, the enclosed copies of letters 
which I have recently received from Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, commanding 
the troops at Pertaubghur, together with a copy of a letter which I have ad- 
dressed to that officer, and a copy of my letter of this date to the commander of 
the forces. 
J have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baiiuie, 
10th September 1810. Resident. 
To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. Letter from 
Lieutenant-Colonel 


Sir: 
The Aumil of his Excellency the Vizier in this province is constantly ex- renee: 
pressing a desire for the assistance of small bodies of troops to aid in the col- 
lection of the revenues, and [ beg to be favoured with your specific instructions, 
whether requisitions of this nature from him are to be complied with, or if I 
am to wait for the directions of yourself, or the officer commanding in the field, 
or the division to which the detachment under my command ts attached. 


Ihave, &e. 
(Signed) S, PaLMeErR, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 


Pertaubghur, 
at Pertaubghur. 


3d September 1810. 


To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. Letter from 
Sir: Lieutenant-Colonel 
Having used my utmost exertions, in the manner pointed out to me in your Paice: 
instructions under date the 17th July last, to ascertain the disposition of the 
Zemindars of whose conduct complaints had been transmitted to the Vizier by 
his Excellency’s Aumil of Pertaubghur; and Noneyt Roy, the Aumil, having 
this day renewed, in the most urgent manner, his entreaties for a detachment 


of British troops to aid in their reduction, I have now the honour to submit to 
youl 
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you the result of my enquiries, in order that such measures may be adopted ag 
you may think proper to direct. 


The intelligence I have received in great part corroborates the accounts 
given by Noneyt Roy of the refractory conduct of Deenah Sing, who not on] 


ieutenant Colonel ; 
maa withholds, under promises of speedy payment, the arrears of payment due from 


Palmer. 


Letter 
from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


him, but is at this moment taking steps to possess himself of the rents which 

will be due from the crops now ou the ground, with a view of providing ample 
means of resistance to the authority of the Vizier’s officers. I'requent messages 
have been sent to him by me, and Sepoys are at this moment with him, to urge 
him to a prompt discharge of his arrears. I am now on the point of addressing 
a letter to him, insisting on immediate payment or security being given, and 
with an assurance that no further delay can be admitted, his answer to which 
must be considered as containing full proof of his intentions. 


Here I beg to observe, that should it eventually become necessary to proceed 
against him to extremities, a train of battering cannon will be wanted for the 
reduction of his fort of Soojakhur, which is very strong, and the gateway too 
inaccessible to be attempted by assault, without exposing the party employed to 
the hazard of'a most serious check, and the consequent loss of many lives. 


Bhyroo Bukhsh, Zemindar of Khroen, being in similar circumstanceés, I have 
adopted towards him the same line of conduct; and as I understand his fort is 
by no means strong, I propose to detach against him two companies and a six- 
pounder, a force perfectly adequate to his reduction, as soon as his final answer 
shall be received, of which both from him and Deenah Sing I shall furnish you 
with immediate information. 


Most of the Zemindars in this district evince an equal reluctance with these 
men to discharge their revenue, and I think an example being made of some of 
them would prove the most probable means of inducing all to a proper mode 
of behaviour in future. JI embrace this opportunity of assuring you that I have 
not been able to learn any instance of undue exaction or oppressive conduct 
on the part of the Aumil. 

I have, &c. 
Pertaubghur, (Signed) S. PacmEr, 
5th September 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel. 





To Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer. 
Sir: 

1. [have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
3d instant, apprizing me of repeated requisitions, on the part of the Aumil of 
Pertaubghur, for the employment of the troops under your command in aid of 
his collections of the revenue, and requesting my specific instructions on the 
subject of those requisitions. 


2. The tenor of the fourth and concluding paragraphs of my letter of the 
17th of July last to your address, seems to me to have a direct application to 
the subject of the present reference, which, however, was extremely proper on 
your part, and is advisable in every instance where there is the smallest occa- 
sion of doubt. 


3. If you be satisfied of the justice of the demands of revenue which you 
have been called upon by the Aumil to enforce, and there be no impediment, 
in a military point of view, to your compliance with the Aumil’s requisition, 
I am not aware of any objection to your detaching such portions of the troops 
under your command, as may appear to yourself to be sufficient for the accom- 
plishment of the object in view, prohibiting such detachments, of course, from 
any attempt against a fortress or ghurry till they be provided with a battering 
train, and every requisite for a regular siege, in obedience to the orders of the 
Government. 


4. As the concurring tenor of your recent reports, and of the Aumil’s re- 
peated representations, has served to remove every doubt in my mind of the 
expedience, and even the necessity of adopting measures of coercion against a 


» 
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few of the most powerful Zemindars in the districts of Pertaubghur and Bareilly, Bengal Political 


it is my intention to take an early opportunity of suggesting to the commander 95 Sent, 1810, 
of the forces the propriety of his directing a battering train to be detached from 


Elahabad to your station; and I shall be glad to be favoured with a commu- 
nication of your sentiments, in detail, regarding the commencement and pro- 
gress of the military operations which you may deem to be indispensable for the 
reduction of the principal forts, and general restoration of tranquillity in the 
two districts In question. 














I have, &e. 
Lucknow, (Signed ) J. Barus, 
4th September 1810. Resident. 
To Lieutenant-General St. Leger. Letter 
Sis from Resident at 
1. In continuation of the subject of my despatch of the 20th of July last, PUCKHO 
I have now the honour of transmitting to you the enclosed copies of letters 
which have more recently passed between me and Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, 
commanding the troops at Pertaubghur, together with copies of the documents 
which are referred to in those letters. 
2, On this occasion it is my duty to suggest for your consideration, the pro- 
priety of Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer’s being provided with a battering train, at 
as early a period as may be practicable, with the view of enabling him to under- 
take the reduction of Soojakhur, and the other military operations which form 
the subject of the Vizier’s requisition, with a reference to the district .of 
Pertaubghur. 
I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Batre. 
10th September 1810. Resident. 
To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. Letter 
Sir: from Secretary to 
I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th instant,  overnment. 
enclosing copies of your correspondence relative to certain refractory Zemindars 
in the district of Pertaubghur, and to inform you that the Right Honourable 
the Governor-General in Council, while he laments the necessity of employing 
the British troops in coercing his Excellency’s disobedient subjects, entirely 
approves your proceedings as reported in your despatch. 
I have, &c. 
Fort William, (Signed) N. B. EpMonstonsg, 
25th September 1810. Chief Secretary to Government. 
EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS. Bengal Political 
C 
The 5th October 1810. oe 
To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. etics 
Sir: from Resident at 


In continuation of the subject of my despatch of the 22d ultimo, I have now Lucknow. 


the honour of transmitting to you, for the information of the Right Honourable 
the Governor-General in Council, the enclosed copies of letters which I have 
received from Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, commanding the troops at Pertaub- 
ghur, together with copies of the documents which are referred to in those 
etters. 
‘alk [ have, &c. 
ucknow, (Signed) J. Bariue, 
17th August 1810. Resident. 
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To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

I do myself the pleasure to enclose, for your information, three statements 
of such circumstances as I have becn able to procure, respecting the Talookadars, 
Dewan Jubber Sing, Dooneah Sing, and Byroo Bukhsh ; and as I expect to be 
furnished with similar documents of others of the Zemindars in the course of a 
short period, I will also forward them to you, and shall be glad to know if this 
is the nature of the information you require, and whether it affords you the 
requisite knowledge of the probable state of the district. I find great difficulty 
in obtaining any accurate description of the characters and inclinations of the 
Talookadars and Zemindars, for although the people of the country complain 
of their oppressions, &c., still they shew extreme aversion to giving any intelli- 
gence respecting them to strangers. 


I am just informed that two persons have arrived from Jubber Sing, in con- 
sequence of the message I sent to him, and that they will wait upon me in the 
morning. I shall exact from them statements of the cause of his Excellency’s 
revenues being withheld, and at the same time demand the immediate payments 
of all balances. Byroo Bukhsh is, I learn, desirous of coming in to me, and I 
have sent to encourage him to this measure, and expect to see him in a day or 


two. 
I have, &e. 


Pertaubghur, | (Signed) — S. Paumer, _ 
10th August 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 


at Pertaubghur. 


Statement resp.cting Dewan Jubber Sing, Talookadar of Puttee. 


This person seldom comes to his house, but remains generally in the adja- 
cent jungle, where he is attended constantly by five hundred men. They 
remain there, and make no disturbance; but when the rent is required of him, 
he brings together about two thousand men, and endeavours to drive off the 
Tehsildar and his party. When he does not succeed in repelling the force of 
the Tehsildar, he exerts himself to the utmost in destroying the country, not 
regarding even his own talooka: he afterwards disperses most of his men, and 
retires himself to the house of his father-in-law, at Singramow, in the Honour- 
able Company’s territories, and thus eludes every attempt to apprehend him. 
The amount of his rent annually is 90,000 rupees. He has a strong fort called 
Singh-ghur, about five coss to the eastward of these cantonments. 


Pertaubghur, (Signed) 5S. PALMER, 
9th August 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel. 


Statement respecting Dooneah Sing, Talookadar of Sogakhur. 


‘This person is in confinement himself, but his family are in a fortress there, 
which is considered a place of importance and strength, through having a 
jungle on the north and east, said to be impassible by troops. On the south is 
a small river and an extensive jungle. This jungle may, with much exertion, 
be passed by infantry. 


The west side of the fort faces an open country, but this face is much 
stronger than those protected by the jungle, &c. being furnished with bastions 
and wall-pieces. ‘There are no cannon in the fort. It is surrounded by a 
trench of eight or ten cubits deep and nearly of the same breadth. The walls 
are ten cubits high and proportionably thick. 


_ The eldest son of Dooneah Sing and his Dewan, with two hundred followers, 
live constantly in the fort, and can at half a day’s notice increase them to eight 
hundred from the villages of Antoo, Omree, Mehometpore, and Gouradand. 
From the evasive disposition of Dooneah’s son, there is no reason to expect 
that the arrears due by his father to the Sirkar will be forthcoming, while there 


1¢ 
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Boncal Veolitreat 


is no force at hand to compel lim. This family has never paid their sent, ae 
‘onsulfe tions. 


while any probabilityr emained of being able to withhold it. » Oct, TREO. 
Pertaubghur, (Signed) S. Parse, Lena 
7 - . Aw y are 
Oth August 1810. Licutenant-Colonel, commanding. Lieutenant-Coione 


e Paliner. 


Statement respecting Byroo Bukhsh, Talookadar of Khroen. Tice. 


This person has lately built a ghurry at the village of Tarrowree, which arc 
both surrounded by an immense jungle, through which the road or footpaths 
are extremely narrow and rugged. The trench which surrounds the ghurry is 
from six to cight cubits deep and as much in breadth: the walls are mine cubits 
high, of mud. 


Byroo Bukhsh and two hundred of his adherents remain constantly in the 
ehurry, and seem to keep it in a good state for defence. He can, in cases of 
emergency, callin Zalem Sing and Davy Sing to his assistance, from Banny- 
mow, with two hundred men. He has constantly avoided paying any money 
to the Sircar since the death of his father, who was killed about three years 
ago. He does not, however, give any interruption to those who fulfil their 
agreement to the Sircar. 

Pertaubghur, (Signed) S. PaLMeEn, 
Oth August 1810. {icutenant-Colonel. 





To J. Baillic, Esq, Resident at Lucknow. — Letter Gem 
Sir J Licutenant-¢ ‘olume 
8 ‘ : ‘ ‘ Pisitier. 
I herewith have the honour to transmit for your inspection the accompanying | 
documents, alluded to in my address of the 10th instant, and also an account, 
or statement, of sums said to be paid to the Aumil, &c. by Dewan Jubber 
Sing, with a promise from him of liquidating his balances immediately. 1 have 
people now out with the other ‘Valookadars mentioned in your letters of the 17th 
ultimo, and of the lst instant, and as svon as I receive their answers will have 
the pleasure of enclosing them to you. 
IT have, &e. 
Pertaubghur, (Signed) S. PALMER, 
14th August 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 
at Pertaubghur. 


Statemeat respecting Tlurchund Sing, Rajah of Ramnaghur, Purgunnah Amcthee. Har Tastee, 


The fortress of Ramnaghur is the usual place of residence of the Rajah and 
his family, and is represented to be of very considerable strength, being pro- 
vided with cannon and a garrison of five hundred men, which can in the course 
of one day be reinforced by four thousand men. The trench, which is seldom 
dry, js nine cubits deep and twelve wide; the walls are of mud, ten cubits in 
height and twelve thick. The only regular gate is on the east face: there is a 
small wicket om the west. The fort is situated in an extensive jungle passable 
ov the cast side only, and in which are twenty ghurries, occupied by the 


tenants and dependants of the Rajah. The gate, which is flanked by cannon, 
faces the most accessible part of the jungle. 


The Rajah seems to manage his finances but indifferently, and his profusion, 
together with the confidence he places in the strength of his tort, are thonght 
to be the chief’ causes of the arrears due to the Sircar. Le bears, nevertheless, 
the character of being a peaceable, well disposed person. 

Pertaubghur, (Signed) 5. PALMER, 

14th August 1810. Lieutenant-Coionel, commanding 

at Pertaubghur. 


Statcment respecting Behadur Sing, Rajah of Dewlee, Purgunnah Pertaulehur. Patecge, 


This person possesses a ghurry at Dewlee, situated in an open jungle, and 


surrounded by a trench seven cubits deep and eight broad; height of the walls 
ten 
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ten cubits, and the breadth twelve cubits ; gate on the east face. A garrison 
of a hundred men are constantly kept in the ghurry, and it is thought the 
Rajah procures the assistance of seven hundred men from his own villages it 
his circumstances require them. 


He has hitherto paid his rent with punctuality, and attends whenever he is 
required by the servants of the Nabob. 


Pertaubghur, (Signed) S. PALMEn, 
14th August 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 
at Pertaubghur, 


Statement respecting Byresall, Rajah of Purgunnah Rampore. 


The Rajah is in possession of Rampore ghurry, which is said to be the most 
considerable of any fortification of that class in the district. 


Depth of the trench seven cubits, breadth seven cubits: the walls are ten 
cubits high and seven in thickness, The ghurry is well supplied with cannon, 
swivels, and other fire arms, and garrisoned constantly Ly five hundred men. 


Byresall pays his rent punctually, and has lately been admitted to the pre- 
sence of the nabob. He secms to be a very popular person, and would, were 
his affairs to require it, call together most of the men of his purgunnah, 
perhaps two or three thousand. 


Pertaubghur, (Signed) S. PALMER, 
14th August 1810. Lieutenant-Coloncl, commanding 


at Pertaubghur. 


Descriplton of the Ghurry of Amree, in the Purgunnan of Perlanbghur, in the 
possession of Babboo Loll Sah. 


Depth of the trench seven cubits, breadth eight cubits; walls ten cubits 
high and ten broad. ‘The gate is on the north face, with a constant garrison 
of one hundred and fitty men, and can bring in four hundred more whenever 
his affairs may require it. 


The garrison is surrounded by a jungle, which extends three coss on tlic 
north, south, and east sides, and seven coss on the west, which is very dith- 
cult of access. Babboo Loll Sah is retractory, and pays no more to the Sircar 
than he himself thinks proper. Neither arguments not threats are likely to 
induce him to discharge his arrears. 


Pertaubghur, (Signed) S. PALMER, 
14th August 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 


at Pertaubghur. 


Description of the Ghurry of Untoo, Purgunnah Pertaubghur. 


The ghurry is in the possession of Babboo Ooday Sing. Depth of the ditch 
seven cubits, breadth eight cubits; walls ten cubits high and ten cubits in 
breadth. Las only one gate, which is on the north face. The adherents of this 
person, who remain constantly in the ghurry, amount to about one hundred 
and fifty men, and it is thought he can, when his affairs require it, bring in 
trom three to four hundred more. 

Babboo Loll Sah is refractory, and never fulfils his agreement with tle Sircar, 
nor will he attend the Nabob’s civil officers when required. 


Pertaubehur, (Signed) S. PALMER, 
14th August 1810. Licutenant-Colonel, commanding 


at Pertaubghur. 
Description of the Ghurry of Tajghur, Purgunnah Perlaubghur. 


Depth of the trench seven cubits, breadth eight cubits; height of the walls 
ten cubits, breadth twelve cubits. This ghurry is in the possession of Babbo 
Suroop 


OUDE PAPERS. 87 


suroop Sing, who with his family lives in it very peaceably, and duly dis- 
charges his rent whenever it becomes payable. 


Pertaubghur, (Signed) S. PALMER, 
14th August 1510. Lieutenant-Colonel commanding 


at Pertaubshur. 





e 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 10th November 1810. 


To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 
Sir: 

In continuation of the subject of my despatch of the 10th ultimo, I have 
now the honour of transmitting to you, for the information of the Right 
IIonourable the Governor-General in Council, the enclosed copies of letters 
which I have more recently addressed to Lieutenaut-Colonel Palmer, com- 
manding the troops at Pertaubghur. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. Damir, 
11th October 1810. Resident. 


Extract froma Letter from Captain J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow, to Liculenant 
Colonel Palmer, commanding the Troops at Perlaubghur, dated the 23d Sep- 
fember 1810. 

A descriptive list of the several fortresses and ghurries in the districts of 
Pertaubghur, Sooltanpore, and Barcllic, whose possessors have recently resisted 
the just authority of the State, has been requested from his Excellency the 
Vizier, and shall be transmitted to you as soon as I obtain it. In the mean 
‘ime, IL shall be happy to receive from you a communication of your own sen- 
timents, regarding the most proper season for the commencement of your 
active operations, as required by my letter of the 7th instant, to which I 
again solicit your attention. 


A true extract: 


(Signed) J. Bariuie, 
Resident. 





To Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, commanding the Troops at Pertaubghur. 
Sir: 

1. In pursuance of the intention conveyed to you by the fourth paragraph of 
my letter, under dace the 23d instant, I have now the honour of transmitting 
to you the enclosed list of fortresses in the district of Pertaubghur and its 
dependencies, which I have this day received from his Excellency the Vizier. 


<. Neither his Excellency, however, nor myself, is disposed to place much 
reliance on the accuracy of the statement and description which are contained 
1 the accompanying document, and we rely with perfect confidence on the 
Success of your own exertions to procure the most accurate information regard- 
ing the number and strength of the fortresses which it may be necessary and 
proper to reduce, with a view to the future tranquillity of the country ; as 
well as regarding the real characters and conduct of the several Zemindars, 
who have been reported as in a state of rebellion against the government. 


| 3. I have the honour of transmitting, for your information, the enclosed 
extract from a letter which 1 have this day addressed to Captain Drummond, 
commanding the troops at Svoltanpore. 


Ihave, &c. 


Lucknow, Signed) J. BaiLure 
26th September 1810. _ Resident. 
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List of Forts and Ghurries belonging to Zemindars in the Elaka of 
Pertaubghur. : 
Jn Pertaubghur, eight ghurries. 

Ist. In the talooka of Soojakhur, a strong ghurry surrounded by a jungle, 
belonging to Dooneah Ning, ‘Valookadar. 

2d. In Deolee, a strong ghurry on the bank of the river Sye. 
jungle also, and it belon,zs to Rajah Behadur Sing. 

dd. In the talooka of Untoo there is a strong ghurry and a jungle: Oodee 
Sing is Talookadar. 

4th. In the talooka Umree there is a large and strong ghurry surrounded by 
a jungle, belonging to Doorgapershaud. 


oth. Doomeepore, a strong ghurry surrounded by a jungle and _ nulla, 
belonging to Omeed Sing, Talookadar of Serayee Oppodco. 


There is 


6th. Lollgunge, a strong ghurry situated in a jungle: Rajah Behadur 


Sing, Talookadar. 

7th. The village of Purwar, a small ghurry ina jungle, and on the bank of 
a river belonging to Bhyroon Bukhsh, the son of Abhiman Sing, ‘Talookadar 
of Khroen. 

8th. In Soesa a small ghurry belonzing to Sectul Sing, ‘Talookadar. 

In Duleelpore, five ghurries. 

Ist. In zillah Udhar Gunee, village Mowarkel): Lall bind Ishuree Bikhsh, 
the son of Roy Mehiban Sing, is the possessor of tt. 

@d. A strong ghurry in Durceapore, belonging to Dergpaul Sing, Talookadar. 

8J. A strong ghurry in Dhurowlee, belonging to Doorgapershaud. 

4th. A strong ghurry in Mouza Sooltanpore, occupied by the followers and 
dependents of Dirgpaul Sing. 

5th. One ghurry in Mouza Chundoka, zillah Aurungabad, in which the 
Zemindar, Galza Sing, resides. 

In Purgunnah Puttee, five ghurrics. 

Ist Roypore, in the elaka of Royzubber Sing ‘Talookadar, a strong fortress. 

2d. A strong ghurry in Mudehpore Khass, in the elaka of Ghumbeer Sing, 
surrounded by a jungle. 

3d. In Mouza Etawan, a strong ghurry surrounded by jungle, occupied by 


Phooloo Roy, a dependant of Zubber Sing. 


4th. A ghurry in Suhsua. This ghurry and the preceding one belong to 


Zubber Sing. 
a A ghurry in Surputpore, village Mchdea, in the talooka of Busawun 
Sing. 
In Pergunnah Rampore, two ghurries belonging to Lall Byrie Lall, vs. 

Ist. In Kuhtowla Klass, and 

2d. In the village of Etawan, which has been recently constructed by the 
agent to the Zemindar of Kulitowla. 

In Jammoo, where Ishuree Bukhsh resides, two ghurries. 


Ist. One ghurry in Jammoo Khass; and the other, 
2d, In the village of Ferowleah, in the claka of Perthepal Sing. 


Total, twenty-two ghurries, exclusive of Gurametee. 


A truc translation : 
(Signed) J. Bat.uie, 
Resident. 
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Extract froma Letter from Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow, to Caplain 
Drummond, commanding the Troops at Sooltanpore, dated the 20th Sep- 
tember 1810. 


I concur entirely with you as to the inexpediency of making further de- 
tachments from your corps, except in cases of urgent necessity, until the 
arrival of the battering train at Pertaubghur, when you must, of course, be 
prepared to comply with every requisition which may be made to you on the 
part of Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, commanding the troops at Pertaubghur, 
and to consider yourself and the whole of your disposable force as under the 
immediate orders of that officer. 


~ 


A true extract: 


(Signed) J. Barts, 
Resident, 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, commanding the Troops at Pertaubghur. 
Sir: | 
1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
25th ultimo, a translation of which has been submitted to his Excellency the 
Vizier, and the enclosed is a translation of his answer, to which your particular 
attention is desired. 


2, I was very sorry to understand, by recent accounts from Burellie, that a 
sufficient number of hackeries for the transportation of the ammunition and 
stores had not then been collected at the Gath; but I trust that the arrival ere 
now of fifty hackeries, which were despatched from this citv on the 28th 
ultimo, will have obviated every impediment to the speedy transportation of 
the stores. 


Thave, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) = J. Baruuie, 
“ud October 1810. Resident. 


Irom His Excellency the Vizier (received the 8th October 1810). 

I have received your letter of the 30th ultimo, conveying, for my informa- 
tion, the translation of a letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, and suggest- 
ing that an intelligent person be sent to Pertaubghur, to superintend the supply 
of necessaries for the use of the detachment ; as also that a list of the fortresses, 
in the manner mentioned by Colonel Palmer, be furnished without delay, and 
desiring a communication of my sentiments on another important question 
suggested by that officer. 


With respect to the early transmission of a list of the several fortresses and 
ghurries to be reduced, with a statement of the arrears of revenue which are 
due by the different Zemindars, orders have already been issued to the several 
Aumils on this subject, and those orders shall now be repeated to them in 
urgent terms. Orders have also been sent to Nowneith Roy to report in 
detail the state of the district under his charge to Colonel Palmer, and to exert 
himself to the utmost of his power in supplying every necessary for the de- 
tachment after its march. 


In answer to Colonel Palmer’s inquiry regarding Zemindars who may, in 
consequence of the appearance and approach of the large force, deliver them- 
selves up and enter into engagements to liquidate their arrears of revenue, 
namely, whether the fortresses, or fortified houses of those Zemindars, shall 
remain unmolested, or be destroyed like those of the other rebellious Zemin- 
dars, I desire that you will inform Colonel Palmer, that such Zemindars as 
may, without opposing resistance, return to their allegiance and obedience, 
should be assured of the security of their persons and property, and directed 
to attend on the Aumil, for the purpose of paying their arrears of the present 
and former years, in which case their villages and houses shall, of course, 
remain in their possession ; but fortresses of every description which may be 

capable 
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capable of defence, or the possession of which might, in Colonel Palmer’s 
opinion, induce or enable the Zemindars to resist the authority of the Govern- 
ment, on any future occasion, should certainly be levelled to the ground. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Barruts, 
Resident. 





To Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, commanding the Troops at Pertaubghur. 
Sir : 7 

1. In continuation of the subject of my letter of the 26th ultimo, I have 
now the honour of transmitting to you the enclosed copy and translation of an 
arzce addressed to the Vizier by his Excellency’s Aumil of Sooltanpore, con- 
taining a detailed and descriptive statement of the fortresses in that district 
and its dependencies, which it is his Excellency’s wish to have reduced during 
the ensuing cold season, after the conclusion of the operations in Per- 
taubghur. 


2. The enclosed arzee and statement you will perceive to be totally silent on 
the highly important question of the balances due by the Zemindars, who are, 
merely in general terms, pronounced by the Aumil to be refractory, and in 
arrears of revenue to the State. 


S. It will, therefore, be your province to ascertain the truth or inaccuracy 
of the Aumil’s assertion on this subject, before you proceed to extremities 
against the several Zemindars whom he has accused; and, with this view, I 
sugeest the propriety of your requiring from the commanding officer of Sool- 
tanpore such information as that officer may be enabled to collect on the 
gencral subject of this despatch, and of my corresponding instructions to 
yourself and to Major Fraser, under date the 17th July last. 

IT have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Batti, 
10th October 1810. Resident. 


The Arzece of Fuzul Alee Khan, dated the 1st October 1810. 


y 


On the 27th ultimo I had the honour to receive your Excellency’s shookha, 
dated the 22d, directing me to transmit to the Presence a detailed account of 
the jumina for the fusly years 1215, 1216, and 1217, and the amount of sums 
realized from the whole of the mehauls under my charge, as also a descriptive 
statement of fortresses and strong holds in the possession of the refractory 
Zemindars in my Fdaka. In reply, I have the honour to represent to your 
“xcellency that the wasil bankee account for the ycars 1215 and 1216, and the 
wasil bankee account of the Uml Amanee for the year 1217, and a statement 
of the several mehauls which are in a state of tranquillity and disorder, are pre- 
paring, and shall be transmitted to the Presence with the least practicable delay. 
The circumstances respecting the dowl for the year 1218, are as follow: The 
Zemindars of this Elaka being refractory, consider the exposure of their collec- 
tions, cr inspection of their documents by your Excellency’s officers, as detract- 
ing from their privileges and rights, and oppose it by every means in their power; 
in consequence of which Jittle can be done for the profit of Government, parti- 
cularly at this season, when it is advisable to promote, instead of impeding, the 
cultivation of the rubbee crops, and to adopt measures for the realization of 
last year’s balances, and for the collections of the khureef harvest. The neces- 
sary steps for these purposes, as well as the preservation of the prescnt rubbee 
crops have been already carried into effect ; and in the month of Aghun, when 
your Exccllency’s forces will be assembled, and all the refiactory Zemindars 
will be punished in an exemplary manner, a detailed plan of the settlement 
may casily be prepared and transmitted, without neglecting any other object of 
lmportance. {nu the meantime [ transmit, for your Exccllency’s information, a 
we of = the fortresses in the district, whether strong, or which can easily be 
reduced, 


A Stale- 
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A Statement of Fortresses belonging to refractory Zemindars in the Elaka of ‘engal Political 


. Consultations, 
Soultanpore. a 10 Nov. 1810. 
Baboo Ishury Bukhsh, Talookadar of Goodwar, has in his employ seven or — 
: Arze¢e 


eight hundred ‘matchlockmen, and when the troops of the Government procecd _. : 
of the Auai. 


against his fortress, the dependants of Zalim Sing, Talookadar of Dostpore 
Akburpore, and the followers of Roostum Sing, T'alookadar of Bhudian, and the 
people of Khara Jundour and Manick Mujwaree, collect in a body, to the 
amount of nearly twothousand men, and come to his assistance. The fortresses 
of Goodwar Khass and Hingown, in the claka of Hydergunge, are very strong 
and difficult of access.—The former has to the westward, a jungle, the river 
Goomtee, a small door, and a very deep ditch; on the northward it has the 
gateway, as also a babool jungle and tank; to the castward is an open plain 
and garden. ‘To the southward it is bounded by a jungle and nulla. A deep 
ditch surrounds this fortress: the walls are nine cubits high and full of loop- 
holes. The other fortress, Hingown, is very strong: a deep ditch surrounds it, 
and there is also a bamboo jungle all round it. 


The following eleven fortresses are not strong, and can be easily reduced : 


In Sarungpore, three fortresses, viz., Swery, Rajoopoor, Akdullah-Omur- 
behar. 


In Hydergunge, four fortresses, viz., Kaloopore, Khursoomah, Burha Mee- 
reree, Meemoodhur. 


One fortress in Nugna, elaka Salheepore. 

One ditto in Mouza D’hoondoo, zillah Puleeah. 
One ditto in Mouza Bhoosa, zillah Bahore. 
One ditto in Deokureeah, elaka Hydergunge. 


Rioshun Zemaun, the Talookadar of Muniarpore, has continually with him 
five or six hundred matchlockmen, and when your Excellency’s troops proceed 
against his ghurry, which isin Hyatnuggur, the whole of the people of the 
claka collect together, in number about two thousand, and afford him their 
assistance. He has two strong fortresses, viz., Hyatnuggur and Soobarah. 
To the eastward of the fortress of Hyatnuggur there are three or four deep 
rivulets and a jungle. ‘To the southward is the river Goomtec, a babool jungle, 
nulla, and a small door; to the west there are innumerable nullas and jungles. 
‘The gateway faces the north. There is a decp ditch, and a wall twelve cubits 
meh, with loop-holes, all round the fortress. 


The seven following ghurries also belong to this Talookadar, and can easily 
be reduced. 


In Sarungpore, four ghurries, viz., Dewkullee, Dhuslawun, Barairam, and 
Rukownah. 


In Hydergurh, three ghurries, viz., Kurrownde Mahmoodpore, Jemowlee, 
and Buchuneeah. 


Roostum Singh, Talookadar of Bhudyan, has in constant employ two 
hundred men. When the troops of your Excellency proceed against him, 
Zalim Sing, Talookadar of Dwarka in the elaka of Akberpoor, and the people 
of Goodwar and Rampore Koothra, also Roshun Zeman, Talookadar of Munia- 
pore, come to his assistance. ‘The other ghurries in his possession are easy of 
reduction. The following is a description of Bhudyan Khass. ‘Yo the east- 
ward it has a bazar, nulla, and jungle ; the gateway of the fortress faces the 
cast. On the north is a nulla and jungle, and on the west an extensive jungle 
with a small door in the wall of the fortress on this side. This ghurry is sur- 
rounded by a deep ditch; the walls of it are perforated with loop-holes, and 
are about seven cubits high. ‘This is a very strong fortress. 


Omrao Sing, the Zemindar of Khiradee in the Elaka of Sarungpore is con- 
Stantly attended by two hundred men. The Zemindars of Sarungpore having 
Joined together, have made this persou’s fortress a rendezvous. The following 
Is a description of Omrao Sing’s fortress. Athin bamboo jungle surrounds it, 

so 
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smaller opening to the west. ‘The ditch is eleven cubits deep, and the wall on 
three sides in very good order, but on the fourth side there is no parapet. On 
the west is a village occupied by tanners, and a garden also is on this side. The 
east is fit for the construction of a battery. ‘The water in the ditch on the gate 
side is about four cubits, and much shallower on the other three sides. There 
are six high bastions on the walls of the fortress. 


Nidhan Sing, the Talookadar of Bheerownsa, has with him constantly about 
three hundred matchlockmen. On the approach of your Excellency’s troops, 
about one thousand men are collected by him from Deira, in the Elaka of 
Akberpoor, and from Sungram Sing, the ‘Talookadar of Sheoghur. There are 
a great many tanks and jungles on the east and west sides of it. On the north 
is a door leading into the jungle, and on the south the river Goomtee runs 


under the walls of the fortress. 


Bheekum Singh, Talookadar of Rampore Kootra, in the elaka of Chanda, has 
about four hundred men constantly about him. On the approach of your Ex. 
cellency’s troops, Roostum Singh of Bhudyan, Roshun Zeman of Munearpore, 
Ishurry Bukhsh of Goodwar, and Zalim Sing of Akberpoor, come to his assist- 
ance. This ghurry has a jungle to the eastward and southward. There is a 
bazar and the gateway of the ghurry to the north ; to the west a tank and para- 
pet wall all round, and a ditch twelve cubits deep. 


A truce translation: 


(Signed) J. Baruuie, 
Resident. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 20th December 1810. 


To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 
Sir: 

1. In continuation of the subject of my despatches dated the 22d of July, 
10th of September, and 11th of October last, and with a reference to the 
pending military operations, and other arraugements in the districts of Sooltan- 
pore and Pertaubghur, I deem it to be my duty to convey to you, for the notice 
of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, the enclosed copies 
and translations of letters which have passed between his Excellency the Vizier 
and me, subsequently to the dates of those despatches. 


2. I have further the honour of transmitting to you, for his Lordship in 
Council’s information, the enclosed copies of letters which have passed between 
me and Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, commanding the troops in Pertaubghur. 


) I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) = J. Batuure, 
7th Noveinber 1810. Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 15th August 1810.) 


I have perused the translation of Colonel Palmer’s letter, dated the 10th 
August, which you sent for my information; and as it is proved by the Colonel’s 
statement, that Dewan Zubber Singh, Talookadar of Puttee, Dooneah Singh, 
Talookadar of Soojakhur, and Byroon Bukhsh, the Talookdar of Khroen, possess 
strong fortresses, and ave in a state of rebellion against the Government, it is 
necessary that they be punished without delay, and that their fortresses be 
levelled to the ground. 

A true translation : 
(Signed) J. Baruse, 
Resident. 


To 
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To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 18th August 1810.) 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 


I have had the honour to receive your Excellency's letter on the subject of 20 Dec. 1810. 


a despatch from Colonel Palmer, which I recently transmitted for your infor- 


mation; and I have now the honour of submitting to you a translation of 


another despatch, which I have more recently received from Colonel Palmer, 
and from which it appears that some of the other Zemindars.in the district of 
Pertaubghur are dilatory in attending the Aumil and in settling their balances 


of revenue. 


But as it also appears to be probable, from the contents of both those des- 
atches, that the Zemindars who are mentioned by Colonel Palmer, on receiv- 
ing the Colonel’s admonition, may return to their duty and allegiance, and may 
liquidate the Aumil’s demands, it docs not, under these circumstances, com- 
bined with a consideration of the present unfavourable season, appear to me 
to be necessary or proper to issue any instructions to Colonel Palmer for the 
immediate punishment of those Zemindars. At the proper season of the year 
the necessary measures shall be adopted. 


A true copy : 


(Signed) J. DAILvie, 
Resident. 


From His lixcellency the Vizier. (Received the 17th September 1810.) 


I transmit, for your information, the enclosed copy of an arzee from Fuzul 
Alee Beg, Aumil of Sooltanpore, and I desire that, agreeably to the petition 
of the Aumil, you will direct the commanding officer at Sooltanpore to adopt 
the necessary measures for punishing the rebels in that quarter, that others may 
be deterred from exciting disturbances in future. I require an early answer, 
that instructions may be issued to the Aumil for his attendance on the com- 
manding ofliccr at Sooltanpore. 


The Arzee of Fuzul Alee. (Dated the 13th September 1810.) 


I have becn honoured by the receipt of your Ixcellency’s shookha, directing 
me to admonish Singram Sing, the Zemindar of Sheogurh. 


The orderly Sepoys of the Honourable Company, who were sent to Singram 
Sing of Sheogurh, and to Omree Sing and the other Zemindars of Sarungpore, 
for the purpose of causing them to attend the cutchery and preventing their 
molestation of the cultivators of Delawurpore, in the Eflaka of Meranpore and 
its dependencies, have returned with an unsatisfactory and highly improper 
answer trom Singram Sing, in consequence of which it is intended to send a 
small detachment to that place, with the view of compelling Singram Sing to 
abide by the decision of a punchayet. 


A balance of eight hundred rupees for last year remains due from Delawur- 
pore, and a similar loss in the present year will be sustained in consequence of 
the obstinacy of the Gemindars of that Elaka. 


The Zemindars of Sarungpore on the night of the 12th instant made an 
attack on the village of Scerboma, in the Elaka of Purthcepore, and took from 
thence several heads of cattle besides other articles. ‘They have repeatedly 
committed similar acts of depredation, and the exemplary punishment of one 
or two of those Zemindars appears to be absolutely necessary to the good order 
of the district: I therefore hope that your Excellency will be pleased to issue 
the necessary orders to the commanding officer at Sooltanpore, to detach a 
company of Sepoys for the puuishment of those offenders. 


Bekhun Sah, also, the Zemindar of Runpore, in the Elaka of Chunda, and 
some other Zemindars in that neighbourhood, are preparing to collect from the 
ryots the amount of the crops of the present year, and will certainly detraud 
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+ A true translation : 
(Signed) J. Barruis, 
Resident. 
Letter Pe eae nee Vizier, : September 1810. 
Pee eae To his Excellency the Vizier. (Writcen the 18th Septe : ) 
Lucknow. I have received your Excellency’s letter of yesterday’s date, conveying, for 


my information, a copy of an arzee from Fuzul Alee, the Aumil of Sooltan- 
pore, a translation of which shall this day be transmitted to the commanding 
officer at Sooltanpore, with instructions to that officer to comply with the requi- 
sition of the Aumil for the punishment of the refractory Zemindars, if it be 
practicable without the aid of a battering train, within the period of ten or 
twelve days from the date of this letter. But as the arrival of the battering 
train may be expected in the neighbourhood of Pertaubghur in the course of 
the period described, and as it will, in that case be necessary that the troops at 
Sooltanpore and Pertaubghur form a junction to proceed against the fortresses, it 
appears, on this account. to be highly inexpedient that detachments from Sool- 
tanpore be employed on any service for the present, which can occupy them 
beyond the period of ten or twelve days. 


A true copy : 


(Signed) J, BAiLuie, 
Resident. 





Letter From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 18th September 1810.) 


from the Vizier. ; ; 
I have perused your letter of this date, in answer to my skookha of the 17th 
instant, and have apprized the Aumil of Sooltanpore of its contents. 


I desire that you will suggest some plan for the restoration of order in those 
districts, and state your opinion regarding the expedience of my going there 
in person, or deputing Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan to settle the affairs of the 





district, 
A true translation : 
(Signed ) J. Barus, 
Resident. 
Letter To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 20th September 1810.) 
from Resident at a x 
Lucknow. I have had the honour of receiving your Excellency’s letter, dated the 18th 


instant, directing me to suggest, &c. (recapitulate the contents). 


If your Excellency’s object, with a reference to the districts in question, be 
merely the punishment of the refractory Zemindars and the reduction of their 
forts, there seems no necessity whatever for your personal presence in the 
districts, or for your deputation of Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan. 


The commanding officers of the British troops, who are now acquainted with 
every circumstance regarding the Zemindars and their forts, are fully com- 
petent to that duty. 


Again, if it be your Excellency’s intention, in the future arrangements for 
those districts, to revert to the original system of consigning them to farmers, 
or, in the case of your retaining them amanee, to entrust the assessment of the 
lands to the Tehsildars who are now in employment, in both the cases which I 
have supposed, your personal progress through the districts will expose your 
august person to the fatigues and inconvenience of a journey without any 
advantage whatever. 


But, on the other hand, if your Excellency propose to make a settlement of 
this portion of your dominions in the manner which is adopted in the Honout- 
able Company’s territories, your presence is certainly advisable, and may prove 

beneficia! 
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beneficial in the highest degree, provided there be no unnecessary and baneful 
rocrastination, like what was experienced during our last excursion, and 
formed the subject of remonstrance on my part; for, in this case, it is evident 
that the whole of the cold season will be unprofitably occupied in concluding 
the settlement of' a single zillah, and even that in a most imperfect manner. 


Regarding Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan, I have often observed to your 
Excellency that he is apparently an active and zealous servant of your Govern- 
ment, and has hitherto regularly paid the revenues of the several districts 
which he farms ; but having already the management of a considerable portion 
of your dominions, if another portion of equal extent be now consigned to his 
charge, I am apprehensive that the trust will greatly exceed his capacity, and 
that both districts may in consequence fall into disorder. 


There are, however, a number of important questions, having reference to 
this subject, which seem to require a personal discussion ; and, with this view, I 
propose waiting on your Excellency on Saturday the 22d instant. 


A true copy : 


(Signed) J. Bariuie, 
Resident. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 23d September 1810.) 


It appears, by a letter from Colonel Palmer, commanding the troops at 
Pertaubghur, a translation of which, with a copy of the Aumil, Nowneit 
Raee’s, letter to that officer, is enclosed for your Excellency’s information, 
that the necessary supplies for the British troops cannot be provided by 
Nowneit Raee, and although, in the particular instance of the supply of 
hackeries, as the order was issued to Jumal-ood Deen, Nowneit Raee must be 
considered as blameless, yet as it appears by Nowneit Raee’s letter to Colonel 
Palmer, that hackeries are very scarce, it seems probable that Jumal-ood Deen 
also will fail in collecting a sufficient number, and that the public service will 
be delayed. 


From a consideration of all the circumstances which are stated by Colonel 
Palmer, and in conformity with the result of our conference yesterday, I now 
suggest to your Excellency the propriety of deputing Hukeem Mehdi Alee 
Khan, as early as possible, to those districts, for the purpose of collecting the 
necessary supplies for the troops, in the first instance, and for other important 
Le that so the commencement of operations may not be any longer 

elayed. 


‘The Hukeem, and also the Aumeens, should further be particularly enjoined 
to prepare and forward to the Presence, as soon as possible, a list of all the 
forts in the three zillahs, specifying what Zcmindars are refractory, and other 
particulars regarding them, in order that your Excellency and I may be 
enabled to determine the extent of the military services required, and to 
furnish the commanding officer with a list of the fortresses to be taken, before 
the march of the troops from cantonments. 


A true copy : 


(Signed) J. BaiLite, 
Resident. 


Letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer referred to in the above. 


To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

Herein I forward, for your information, a copy of a leticr addressed to me 
yesterday by Nowneit Race, Aumil of Pertaubghur, from which it appears 
that the orders which his Excellency the Vizier is stated, in your letter to the 
Commander of the Forces, to have forwarded to him, to furnish the onc hun- 
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p cnsuistious, ghaut to this station, have not yet reached him. 


20 Dec. 1810. 
Notwithstanding the Aumil assures me that he will exert himself to provide 


epista 2s, not a single one has yet been obtained trom him ; and I regret to 


Lieutenant-Colone! the hacker 
Palmer. be obliged to add, that except tliese assurances, his conduct evinces no desire 


to render me the assistance which is required of him. J think it, therefore, 
necessary to request, that you will be so good as to procure the necessary 
instructions from the Vizier being immediately furnished. 


I am given to understand there are few hackeries to be obtained in this dis- 
trict, and have therefore written to head-quarters, demanding the permission of 
the Commander of the Forces to make application to the magistrate or agent 
of the Commissariat, should it eventually become necessary to do so, to com- 
plete the number required ; but from the dilatory and reluctant proceedings 
of the Aumil, I am apprehensive of considerable delay, before the detachment 
under my orders is able to take the field. 


I have, &c. 


Pertaubghur, (Signed) S. PALMER, 
21st September 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 
at Pertaubghur. 





Letter From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 24th September 1810.) 


from the Vizier. ; . i , . 
I have received your Ictter, dated the 23d September, with a translation of 


a letter from Colonel Palmer, requesting that Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan may 
be deputed from the Presence to collect supplies for the British troops, &c. &c. 
(recapitulate the contents). 


With respect to what Colonel Palmer has written, that it appears from the 
Aumil’s motions that he is unable to afford him the least assistance; the facts 
are, as you have admitted, that no blame can be attached to the Aumil on 
account of the hackeries, &c. because, cven before I had issued any orders on 
the subject, he seems to liave exerted himself for the supply of hackeries, in 
compliance with the orders of Coloncl Palmer ; and with respect to Jumal-ood 
Deen, who has received the orders, as he is making every possible exertion, he 
also is blaineless. 

Agreeably to your request, I had issued most positive orders, on the 2@d of 
this month, to each of the three Aumeens of that zillah, to send a statement of 
the refractory Zemindars, and of those who pay the revenue, as also a list of the 
forts of every description and strength. 

If you consider my departure towards Pertaubghur advisable, you will give 
me early notice of the proper period of marching, that [ may prepare accord- 
ingly for the journey ; and with a reference to this and several other points, I 
await with anxiety your reply to the memorandum which I gave to you at our 
conference. 

Ido not think it neccssaryor proper to depute Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan 
merely for the purpose of collecting supplies for the troops. 


A truce translation : 
(Signed ) J. BAILLIE, 


Resident. 
Letter Lo his I:xcellency the Vizier. (Dated the 24th September 1810.) 
from Resident at : 1 
Lucknow. I have received your Excellency’s Ictter of this date. The sooner the 


hackeries are furnished for the transportation of the ammunition and stores, 
the sooner will the service be performed and the views of the Sirkar be accom- 
plished : consequently, as the Aumils of Sultanpore, &c. cannot furnish them, 
it seems advisable that they be sent from Lucknow as soon as possible, that 
Colonel Palmer may not be kept in suspense. : 

With 
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With respect to the departure of your f:xcellency, I formerly stated that 
when a few of the strongest forts shall hav? been taken, and the Zemindars 
shall have returned to their allegiance, your Exccllency’s presence may be 
beneficial, but till then can be of little use, and on the contrary may be highly 
prejudicial, by suspending the military operations; because, from the 
moment when the troops take the field for the purpose of besieging the forts, 
the Aumils should be in constant attendance on the commanding officer, to 
furnish the necessary supplies and to assist in procuring intelligence, whereas 
immediately on your Excellency’s arrival, those Aumils will of course be called 
away from the important duty described, in order to attend on the Presence. 


In my opinion, under existing circumstances, a considerable period must 
elapse before even the military operations can commence, because the first and 
indispensable step is the arrival of the statement which Colonel Palmer has 
required, and which I have so often mentioned to your Excellency, which is 
not likely to be furnished for some time ; besides which, the provision of sup- 
plics and assemblage of the troops and battering train at Pertaubghur, or some 
other central point, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, will 
necessarily occasion some delay. 


Whenever I reccive intelligence that the troops are assembled and 
prepared to commence their operations, instructions shall be sent to Colonel 
Palmer to commence the attack of the forts: and as I trust that very little 
delay will occur in the military operations, I shall then propose to your Excel- 
lency to commence your journey to Pertaubghur. 


With regard to the memorandum which you gave to me, the last article which 
it contained superseded the necessity of any answer; because your Excellency 
having in that article expressed your resolution to be guided in every point by 
my advice, it only remained for me to assure you, as I do now, that I shall 
submit my sentiments on every branch of the subject, at the proper time and 
in the proper place, for your consideration. 


Your Excellency appears to have totally misunderstood my sentiments with 
a reference to the deputation of Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan. I certainly never 
proposed to depute Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan to any place, or for any purpose 
which required your Excellency’s presence ; nor did I ever suggest that your 
Fxecellency should, in person, undertake the conclusion of an arrangement 
which could with propriety be committed to the Hukeem: on the contrary, I 
suggested to your Excellency that Hukeem Mehdi should be deputed, in the 
first instance, for the purpose of accompanying the British troops, as he had 
done with advantage in Nandparra, of furnishing the necessary supplies, of 
communicating intelligence respecting the Zemindars and their forts to the 
commanding officer, and of ascertaining the capacity of the lands, with a view 
to their just assessment, and to facilitate your Excellency s ultimate arrange- 
ments for the permanent settlement of the country. And asthe Hukeem is an 
intelligent and active officer, I am still of opinion that he is competent to 
perform these duties, and that his deputation to the district will be of use. 


A true copy : 


(Signed) J. Baie, 
Resident. 





To his Excellency the Vizier. (Dated the 30th September 1810.) 


] have the honour of transmitting to your Excellency a translation ofa 
letter which I have just received from Colonel Palmer, from which you will be 
pleased to perceive that Nowneit Raee, the Aumil, has hitherto given no 
information on any subject worthy of notice, save the reduction of the forts of 
Soojakhur and Ghurooern. Your Excellency must be well aware of the effects 
of this failure on the part of the Aumil to impede the military operations; and 
therefore I suggest for your scrious consideration, the expedience of deputing 
Hukeem Mehdi immediately, to perform the several duties which I have already 
: ie © 80 
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so often described, and to remain in attendance on Colonel Palmer, em 
ployed in the performance of those duties till your Excellency's arrival iy 
the district, after which he may be permitted to return. With respect.to wha 
the Colonel bas observed in the conclusion of his letter, regarding his operation, 
after the fall of Soojakhur, it seems to me to be highly worthy of' consideration, 
and I request your Excellency to consider the subject maturely and inform me 

of your sentiments regarding it. I take this opportumity of repeating my 

request, that your Excellency will be pleased to instruct the proper officers to 
furnish without delay a general list of all the forts in the district, and a detailed 
account of the balances due by the Zemindars, in the manner suggested by 

Colonel Palmer and by myself on former occasions, that so the Colonel may 

possess every necessaty information before he commence his operations. 


A true cop) : 


(Signed) J. Bare, 
Resident. 





Letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, referred to sn the above. 


| To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir : 
Your letter of the 23d instant has just reached me. From your making 
simple mention that the Vizier had issued orders to his Aumils to supply the 
hackeries, I concluded the Aumil of Pertaubghur to be meant, having, since my 


command, communicated with no other. 


I hope the Aumil of Dalmow Barellie will quickly be able to procure the 
number required for the conveyance of the stores, and I have written to him to 
communicate with me on the subject, which he has not yet done. 


The detachment under my command will, as soon as the battering train has 
arrived at this place, be able to proceed immediately against such forts and 
ghurries as may be pointed out to me. 


I proceed now to notice the fourth paragraphs of your letters to me of the ‘7th 
and 23d instant, desiring me to communicate in detail, for your information, 
my sentiments regarding the commencement and progress of the military 
operations, which I may deem to be indispensable for the reduction of the 
principal forts, and general restoration of tranquillity in the two districts of 
Barellie and Pertaubghur. 


My intelligence is so limited, that I am at a loss to afford you the satisfaction 
you require on the subject of the military operations, to the extent your letter 
alludes. With the exception of Soojakhur and Khroen, I am unacquainted with 
any other places that are to be reduced in this district; and the slightest infor- 
mation of any refractory people or strong forts and ghurries has never reached 
me by the channel of the Aumil. I proposed commencing my operations on the 
arrival of the battering train, by marching immediately against the former, 
which I have reason to believe will offer no resistance; and Khroen, I have 
already stated to yon, cannot hold out against a force of two companies and a 
six-pounder, which I propose detaching against it, as soon as Nowneit Raee, 
the Aumil, intimates to me that no hope of effecting a settlement remains. At 
present, he says, he entertains an expectation that Bhyroo Bukhsh will obviate 
the necessity of attacking, by cancelling the demands against him. 


After these places are disposed of, I shall advance to any others it may be 
deemed proper to reduce.— Together with the plans and situations of the forts 
and ghurries which you have required from his Excellency the Vizier, I beg to 
suggest to you the propriety and utility of my being furnished with an accurate 
statement of the amount to be demanded of each individual Zemindar stated to 
be refractory; and I beg you will have the goodness to specify in your instruc- 
tions, whether I am to offer any molestation to those who may, on the appear- 


ance of the force ander my orders, liquidate the balances due from saan 
suffer 
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suffer them to continue in peaceable possession of their forts, lands, and other  ‘-engal Politica 








cet Saas 
. I have, &c. lacie 
(Signed) S. PALMER, 
Pertaubghur, — Lientenant-Colunel, 
a5th September 1810. commanding at Pertaubghur. 
From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received Ist October 1810.) pee seme 


I have received your letter dated 30th September 1810, with a translation of 
a letter from Colonel Palmer, requesting that Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan be 
deputed for the purpose of providing supplies, &c., agreeably to the requisition 
of the commanding officer, and for other purposes described. At the time of 
reducing Roshun, Zemindar of Nandparra, when Hukeem Mehdi managed the 
business so well, several circumstances combined to favour the success of his 
exertions. First, he had a considerable force, and a number of people with 
him. Secondly, his own district 1s situated in the vicinity of Nandparra. 
Thirdly, many of the Zemindars of the districts in the vicinity of Nandparra 
were by his means attached to the interests of the Government, and acted in 
conformity with his orders. Lastly, Hukeem Mehdi, to his own loss, purchased 
articles at a high price, and sold them at a cheap rate to the people of the 
British camp; and Colonel MacGrath paid so much attention to Hukeem 
Mehdi, that the Hukeem reported to the Presence, that the friendship of the 
Colonel alone had enabled him to perform the service; therefore no good 
purpose can be answered by his going to this zillah. With a reference to your 
request, that a list of the forts, a descriptive account of the Zemindars, and a 
statement of the arrears of revenue which are due by them, may be sent to you 
without delay, the most peremptory orders on this subject have already been sent 
tothe three Aumils of that zillah, and these orders shall now be repeated. Now- 
neit Raee has further been desired to afford Colonel Palmer every information 
in his power. In answer to Colonel Palmer’s remarks with a reference to such 
Zemindars as, on the arrival of the British detachment shall, through fear, sub- 
mit to the Sircar, and pay their arrears of revenue, there can, of course, be no 
object in molesting them nor destroying their habitations, nor in expelling them 
from their several estates. 


You will be pleased to write to the Coloncl to employ conciliatory measures 
with a reference to those Zemindars who shall peaceably submit to the Sircar and 
pay their balance of revenue, to induce them to remain in their lands, and to 
make them appear before the Aumil, who will settle the amount of their 
balances for the present and past years, in which case their villages and houses 
should, of course, remain in their possession; but fortresses of every description 
which may be capable of defence, or the possession of which might, in Colonel 
Palmet’s opinion, induce or enable the Zemindars to resist the authority of 
the Government, on any future occasion, should certainly be levelled to the 





ground. 
A true translation : 
(Signed) J. Bar.ute, 
Resident. 
To His Excellency the Vizier. (Dated the 8th October 1810.) Letter 


; from Resident at 
I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter, under date the Lucknow. 


Ist October 1810, stating that, at the time of reducing Roshun, &c. (recapitu- 
late the contents). 


It must be perfectly obvious to your Excellency, that my sole view in the 
yey or suggestions which I submit to you, is the promotion of the interests 
Of the Sircar. 


_ As Hukeem Mehdi conducted the business committed to him at Nandparra 


im an able and satisfactory manner, and as your Excellency in your letter dated 
18th 
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Bengal Political 18th September last, desired me to suggest what appeared to me to be advisable 
Consultations, tor the settlement. of affairs in Pertaubghur, &c., I did, in fact, no more than 
20 Dec. 1810. adopt one of your Excellency’s own proposals, in suggesting the deputation of 
Letter Hukeem Melidi; and Iam now led to infer from the tenor of your Excel. 
from Resident at Jency’s last letter, that my suggestion of this measure is the sole cause for your 
Lucknow. departing from it. I shall Jeave it to your Excellency to reflect on the effects 

of this painful but necessary inference in my mind. If in the opening of’ an 

important arrangement a measure be suggested by your Excellency, and my 

subsequent recommendation of that measure induce you to abandon it entirely 

and to follow some other plan, there is obvious cause to apprehend that, after 

our arrival in the district, and during the whole course of our proceedings, the 

same differences of opinion may arise, and your Iixcellency may act contrary to 

my suggestions and advice, without a mature consideration of the subject, or 

without more sufficient reasons than have been stated on the present occasion, in 

which case my attending your Excellency on your excursion, which, on my part, 

can have no other object than the promotion of the interests of your Govern- 

meat, will be prejudicial rather than of use, and will tend to create disagree. 

ment and unpleasant discussions between us, which it 1s ever my wish to avoid. 





Adverting to these circumstances, I deem it to be a necessary precaution, 
with the view of establishing a right understanding bctween us to submit the 
following proposals for your Excellency’s consideration and assent before setting 
out on the journey, or even commencing the settlement of the districts. 


First, That an intelligent and able man, if not Hukeem Mehdi some other 
person, be immediately appointed by your xcellency, and deputed to provide 
the necessary supplies for the troops ; to make inquiry regarding the fortresses 
and other strong holds of the Zemindars ; to give timely and regular informa- 
tion to the commanding officer ; to ascertain the revenue of the districts, and 
what the talookas are capable of yielding at a fair and moderate valuation. In 
short, to obtain and furnish to your Excellency every degrce of necessary infor- 
mation, with a view to the final settlement of the district. 


Secondly, That a proclamation be issued in the districts, agreeable to the 
accompanying draft. 


Thirdly, As those districts have for many years been in the hands of far- 
mers, and the Zemindars and the inhabitants of them at large have been long 
subjected to unjust exactions, from which circumstances it is difficult, if not 
impracticable, to ascertain the true amount of arrears of revenue for preceding 
years, J suggest that the balances of all former years, till the end of the fusly 
year 1216, be remitted to the Zemindars of the three districts in question, and 
also of the district of Akberpoor, and that no demands whatever be made on 
account of the balances of those years. 


Fourthly, That a triennial settlement be concluded with all the Zemindars 
of the districts, which will prevent the necessity of your Excellency’s marching 
every year, or of detaching the British troops to assist the Aumils in their settle- 
ments. As this settlement will also involve the specification of a fixed time for 
the payment of every instalment of the revenue of each year, the outstanding 
balances will be at all times clearly ascertained, and there will be no trouble, as 
heretofore, in investigating the justice of the Aumils’? demands from the Zemin- 
dars. The Zemindars, too, will have confidence in the Government, and will 
occupy themselves in the cultivation of their lands; the revenue of the Sircar 
will be increased, and the Ryots will be contented and happy. 


Fifthly, As your Excellency’s camp remaining long in one district will dis- 
tress the Ryots, by treading down the corn, by taking wood and forage from 
the peasantry, &c., and is injurious in many other respects, Ict a fixed period 
be appointed for our encampment in each district. Let your Excellency’s scr- 
vants be enjoined, under a penalty, to conclude the settlement with the Zemin- 
dars within a given period; and let the Zemindars be also required, under a 
penalty, to come toa settlement of their lands with your officers within ne 

appointec 


OUDE PAPERS. 101 


ointed time: and with a view to facilitate the carrying these orders into Bengal Politica 


ofect, let a scheme of the settlement of each district, under the signature of Consultations, 

the Chowdries and Canvongoes and the seal of the Aumeens, be laid before 70 Dec. 1810. 

your Excellency before your arrival in that district. ue 
from Resident at 


Such are the leading arrangements which it has occurred to me to be neces- yj cknow. 
sary to propose to your Excellency, in the hope of your declaring your acquies- 
cence in them before setting out on the march. But as it is evident that, during 
the progress of the settlement, many subjects of discussion between your Excel- 
lency and me will arise, and a difference of opinion will doubtless sometimes 
occur; with a view to prevent any future misunderstanding between us, I sug- 
gest that neither your Excellency nor I shall determine on any measure, far less 
proceed to its execution, without mutual approbation and consent; and under 
this arrangement, I am confident that the happiest consequences will result, 
and that the true interests of your Excellency’s Government, as well as the just 
views of ours, will in every instance be promoted and accomplished. 


A true copy: 
(Signed) J. Barrie, 
Resident. 





Draft of a Proclamation to be issued by his Excellency the Vizter. Proclamation. 


Be it known to the Zemindars, Talookadars, &c. &c., in the mehauls of Sool- 
tanpore, Pertaubghur, and Manickpore Behar, that. whereas, with a view to the 
security, happiness, and prosperity of all my subjects in those districts, I have 
now directed a triennial settlement at a moderate assessment to be made, com- 
mencing with the fusly year 1218, that so the Zemindars and Ryots being 
secure from the unjust exactions of Aumils and Moostajurs (farmers), may with 
confidence cultivate their lands, and labour for the increase of the revenues. 
And, whereas it is obvious, that under this arrangement there can be no occasion 
whatever for the protection of forts or strong holds of any description in the 
possession of the Zemindars, many of whom have been proved to take advan- 
tage of the forts in their possession, for the purpose of resisting authority and 
withholding the revenues of the Sircar, which conduct on their parts has fre- 
quently induced other Zemindars to act in a similar manner to the great injury 
of the Government; therefore, it has now been resolved, that no Zemindar in 
my dominions shall be permitted to retain a fortress or strong hold of any 
description in his possession; and that in the same manner as the fortresses, 
ghurries, and other strong holds in the zillahs of Baraitch and Keewayee have 
been destroyed and levelled to the ground, the forts in the districts of Pertaub- 
ghur, &c., shall also be taken and levelled ; but that the Zemindars of the dis- 
tricts in question shall be permitted, without molestation or objection, to retain 
or construct and inhabit their houses, gardens, and enclosures, whether kutcha 
or pucka, and of whatever extent or description. 


You are accordingly hereby required to surrender and make over to Colonel 
Palmer, commanding the British troops in Pertaubghur, whatever fortress or 
ghurry you may possess, without delay, opposition, or hesitation; and in this 
case every favour will be shewn to you, your balances of revenue for all 
preceding years, till the end of the fusly year 1216, will be forgiven, and no 
demand on: account of those years shall be made; but in the case of your 
disobedience to this order, and the reduction of your fortress by force of 
arms, no forgiveness nor exemption shall be granted, your forts and habita- 
tions shall be destroyed, and yourselves shall be expelled from your Ze- 


mindaries. 
A true copy: 
| (Signed) J. BarLuie, 
Resident. 
From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 12th October 1810.) Letter 
from the Vizier. 


Thave received your letter of the 8th instant, in answer ¢0 my shookha dated 
the 1st of this month. 


mm «If Ade 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
20 Dec. L&10. 





Letter 
fiom the Vizier. 
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You have stated that your sole object is to accomplish the views of my 
Government, &c. 


My object is exactly the same, viz. that the districts of Sooltanpore, &c, 
should be settled in the manner which was adopted at Nandparra. 


You probably recollect, that in my first shookha on this subject, I observed 
that. I should either go in person for the purpose of making a settlement of 
those districts, or depute Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan for that purpose; and 
afterwards, in a shookha dated the 18th September, I desired you to state your 
opinion regarding the expedience of my going there in person, or deputing 
Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan ; but I never stated in any shuokha, that Hukeem 
Mehdi Alee Khan should be deputed for the purpose of providing supplies. 


You must further probably recollect, that when I first proposed to you to 
depute the Hukeem to Sooltanpore, you were apprehensive that the district 
was to be permanently consigned to his charge, and wrote to me in the follow- 
ing words: * That although Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan be an active and 
«zealous Aumil, yet having already the management of a considerable 
‘¢ portion of my dominions, if another portion of equal extent be now consign- 
‘“ ed to him, the trust might exceed his capacity, and both districts might fall 
‘ into disorder.”” In answer to this I observed to you, that the Hukeem 
should be only temporarily employed to conclude the settlement of the districts, 
and that I had no intention of consigning the district to his permanent charge. 


It is obvious, therefore, that I have all along refused my assent to the 
measure of deputing Hukeem Mehdi for the purpose of providing supplies, and 
the reasons for this refusal are now fully apparent; consequently your appre- 
hensions of future disagreement and unpleasant discussions between us being 
founded on the supposition of’ an existing difference of opinion on this point, 
which is now proved to be groundless, your apprehensions should cease to 
exist, or what can I answer to remove them ? 


To each of your five propositions I shall now reply in their order. 


_ Ist. That an intelligent man, well skilled in business, if not Hukeem 
Mehdi, &c. 


I originally suggested to you, with this very view, that two persons, the 
one appointed by me and the other by yourself, should be deputed to inquire 
into the condition of the forts and fastnesses, and the number of the forces of 
the Zemindars, &c., to report on this subject ; but this plan was unfortunately 
dropped: and although I be still desirous of instituting an inquiry into the 
condition of the forts, &c., which I consider as highly important, yet it seems 
now to be totally impracticable by any individual, in so short a period of time 
as remains. How can this be remedied ? 


But for the purpose of providing supplies, [have appointed Mowlovee Zamen 
Ali, the brother of Mowlovee Samin Ali, who is Aumil of the Begum’s jagier 
and for the purpose of obtaining and conveying intelligence to the command- 
ing officer, as suggested in your letter, as all the arzees of the Aumils since 
the commencement of this business, and all the akhbars from the districts have 
regularly been transinitted to you as they arrive, without the smallest alteration 
of their contents, and whatever you have desired has been constantly written 
to the Aumils, you must, of course, be already in possession of all the intelli- 
gence up to this date which I have received or could cotivey to you. 


I shall send positive instructions to Mowlovee Zamen Ali to exert himself to 
the utmost of his power in procuring intelligence for the Colonel, and‘on no ac- 
count to be remiss in the performance of this duty. I shall also send instruc- 
tions to the Aumils to remain in attendance on the commanding officer of the 
Lritish troops, for the purpose of giving the earliest intelligence of every cir- 
cumstance that occurs. oO 


With respect to the inquiry which you suggest into the real amount of the 


revenue and capabdlity of the several 'alookas, with a view to their proper 


assessment, 1 wrote to you some time ago, in a shookha dated the @9th May 
last, 
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last, that the Aumil must be left to decide on all these matters, and that after 


his decision, if any person proved refractory and did not satisfy the just claims 
of the Sircar, the commanding officer of the troops should be instructed merely 
to punigh and suppress the refractory. My object is still the same.. I never 
intended to conceal any thing from you, nor have I now that intention. If 
you wish to ascertain the amount of the revenue, and what the districts are 
capable of yielding, I shall inform you of it as soon as it can be ascertained by 
the papers which may be hereafter sent to me. 


¢d. That a proclamation be issued, in the terms of a draft which you have 
sent to me; and, 


3dly. That all arrears of revenue, till the end of the fusly year 1216, be 
remitted to the Zemindars of those three districts, as well as also of Akber- 
pore, &c. 


In answer to these two propositions, it occurs to me to be proper that Hoolass 
Singh, Shoo Singh, Adjhoodea Pershaud, and others (the displaced Aumils of 
Sooltanpore, &c., now in confinement at Lucknow), should accompany the 
present Aumils of the Sircar to Sooltanpore and other places, for the purpose of 
being confronted with the Zemindars ; and in the result of this inquiry, what- 
ever balances appear to have been due before the end of the fusly year 1215, 
that those balances only be remitted, but that the balances of the fusly year 
1216, as proved by the proper accounts and vouchers, attested by assertions or 
oaths, agreeably to the persuasion or faith of the parties, and by the sunnuds and 
other revenue papers, under the signature of the Chowdries, Canoongoes and 
Putwarries, be still considered as exigible from the Zemindars, and be paid by 
regular instalments with the revenue of succeeding years, by which means the 
loss to Government will be diminished. , 


But if you disapprove of this plan, I consent to issue my proclamation, in 
the terms of the draft which you have sent; although in the case of my issuing 
such a proclamation, and granting a remission of arrears till the end of the fusly 
year 1216, those persons who have already agreed to pay their balances for that 
year will not fulfil their engagements. 


4th. You suggest that a triennial settlement be concluded with all the Zemin- 
dars in those districts. 


A triennial settlement in those districts, and a specification of fixed periods 
for demanding the revenue by instalments, are highly expedient and desirable. 


5th. You propose that, as the protraction of my stay at any place is impro- 
per, &c. (recapitulate this proposition ). 


It is totally impossible for me to limit the duration of my stay in any district, 
or to expect that a settlement with the Zemindars will be concluded in any 
given time; for, on a former occasion, during my stay at Sooltanpore and 
other places, 1 issued a proclamation to all the Zemindars in those districts, 
directing them to appear before me on a certain day, and though a few of the 
Zemindars attended, a large proportion of them did not obey my proclamation. 


And regarding the conclusion of the setilement, even after the attendance of 


the Zemindars, although in some instances where the vouchers are clear and 
correct, and the assets of the districts ascertained, a decision can speedily be 
passed; yet in others where the vouchers are defective, and the capacity of the 
district unknown, the decision will necessarily be protracted ; consequently 
the limitation of my stay in any district seems at present to be totally impracti- 
cable; and as my going to those districts at all must necessarily occasion the 
destruction of the cultivation and the seizure of firewood, bhoossa, &c., by the 
camp followers, and it is impossible to limit the period of my stay: under these 
circumstances, if I can accomplish the object of my own journey by the deputation 
of other persons, without my personal presence, it seems proper and advisable to 
do so, because my sole object is the permanent settlement of the districts, and the 
execution of all the measures connected with this object must depend on 
subordinate officers, whether I be present or not. 


Regarding 
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Regarding the previous preparation and transmission of a scheme of the 
settlement, which is mentioned in several of your letters, it 1s certainly a 
desirable object, and would greatly facilitate the settlements; but how is such 
a scheme to be obtained? You have seen the arzee of Fuzul.Alee, Aumil of 
Sooltanpore, &c., dated the 6th instant, a copy of which was sent ‘to you for 
your perusal, and would not fail to observe in this arzee the impracticability of 
preparing such a scheme. 


You must not, however, consider what I have here written as an excuse for 
my not limiting the duration of my stay at each place, and not obtaining a 
scheme of the settlement, as in the light of a dissent from your propositions, 
or an intention of departing from your advice; because, since I have ac- 
quiesced in your proposal for remitting the balances of revenue, by which a 
great loss must be sustained, of what importance are those minor propositions, 
that I should refuse my assent to them at your suggestion ? You can, therefore, 
only conclude, with regard to those subordinate measures, that they appear to 
me to be impossible. 


‘You have stated in the conclusion of your letter, that as it is evident that 
during the progress of the settlement many subjects of discussion must arise, 
&c. (recapitulate this observation). 


I repeat to you, in answer to this, that I have no other object whatever than 
to settle those affairs by your advice. If I refuse to discuss the affairs and 
interests of my Government with you, with whom else can I discuss them, and 
by whose advice are they to be carried on? Whatever, therefore, may be 
determined on with your advice and concurrence, and after a full-discussion 
between us, it is impossible that I should depart from it: and since it is 
obvious that the settlement and arrangement of all the affairs of my Govern- 
ment must depend on your friendship, and on the subsistence of cordiality 
between us, why then should our harmony be disturbed ? 


A true translation : 
(Signed) J. Baruure, 
‘Resident. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 15th October 1810.) 


J have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s letter, 
dated the 12th instant, in answer to mine of the 8th instant. 


As we have recently discussed the subject of this letter at a personal con- 
ference, I shall now merely recall to your Excellency’s recollection the remarks 
which I submitted for your consideration at our conference of the 13th. 


I commenced with remarking that the prinoipal, if not the only remaining 
difference of opinion between us, seemed to rest upon your Excellency’s 
misconception of the object which I had in view, in the deputation of 
Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan to Pertaubghur. 


Your Excellency has hitherto persisted in ascribing my suggestion of the 
deputation of Hukeem Mehdi to the sole object of providing supplies for the 
troops, which may perhaps be considered as an object of importance to the 
British Government alone ; whereas this is by no means the case, and, on 
the contrary, there are many important concerns of your Excellency’s Govern- 
ment exclusively. on which the formation of the settlement of those districts 
must depend, and which the Aumeens have hitherto neglected, that I proposed 
to be committed to the management of the Hukeem, reserving for your 
Excellency in person the ultimate assessment of the lands, the conclusion of 
the triennial settlement and kist bundee, with a due attention to the interests 
of’ the landholders, which no subordinate officer of your Government is, in my 
opinion, likely to afford ; and accordingly your Excellency will observe, in 
almost all my recent letters on this subject, a distinct specification of the objects 
of Hukeem Mcehdi's deputation to those districts, as well as of the ultimate 
objects of your Excellency’s persona ! tour. 


Having 
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‘Having disposed of this branch of the subject, I proceeded to reply to some Bengal Political 
remarks which are stated in the sequel of your Excellency’s letter. And first, ne 
to your Excellency’s remark, “ ‘That my apprehensions of future disagreement : 


enka 


« being founded on the supposition of an existing difference between us which Letter 
« has no real foundation, those apprehensions should necessarily cease.”’ ge ee at 
ucKnow. 


The differences and painful discussions which occurred between your Ex- 
cellency and me during the period of our encampment at Sooltanpore, and 
regarding our movement from that station, must be still in your Excellency’s 
recollection, and can never be effaced from my mind. ‘To prevent the recur- 
rence of such discussions is the leading object of my anxiety, and for the accom- 
plishment of this object too much precaution cannot possibly be observed. If 
your Excellency, with this view, had been pleased to signify your acquiescence 
in all the propositions which I submitted, our future harmony would have bzen 
ensured, and the best effects must have resulted. 


Your Excellency’s answer to my first proposal is conceived in the following 


terms (recapitulate this part of his letter, ** 1 originally suggested,” &c.). 


In the deputation which I proposed to your Excellency there were many 
advantages in view, which your Excellency thought proper to supersede by 
requiring a limitation of its objects, to the effect of their total perversion, and 
consequently the plan was laid aside, with suitable remarks by me on the 
occasion. But if your Excellency will now consent to the adoption of the 
measure on the principle which I described, and which has since received the ap- 
probation of the Right Honuurable the Governor-General in Council, Iam per- 
fectly ready to adopt it, and there cannot be a better plan; whereas your Excel- 
lency’s proposed deputation of Moolovee Zamin Alee is, in my opinion, totally 
useless and superfluous, for the reasons stated in your letter, namely, that Nowneit 
Raee and the other Aumeens having now been ordered by your Excellency to 
be in constant attendance on Colonel Palmer, for the purpose of providing 
supplies and procuring the necessary information, the deputation of Moolovee 
Zamin Alee, or of any other person subordinate to the Aumeens, must of 
course be totally useless; in addition to which, it is evident that Moolovee 
Zamin Alee has none of those qualifications, with a reference to Sooltanpore 
and Pertaubghur, to which your lxcellency, in your Ictter cf the Ist instant, 
uscribed the success of Hukeem Mehdi, with a reference to the district of 
Nandparra. 


Your Iixcellency’s answer to the second and third of my propositions is 
conveyed in the following words, (recapitulate his Excellency’s words: * Iu 
answer to these two propositions, it occurs to me to be proper that Hoolass 
Singh,’ &c. &c.). 


Can it have escaped your Excellency’s penetration, that Hoolass Singh and 
the other displaced Aumils of Sooltanpore being in confinement for their own 
balances to the Sircar, will, in the case of their becoming parties to the proposed 
investigation, most naturally disavow their receipts and collections, and place 
the full amount of their defalcations to the debit of the several Zemindars, with 
the view of exculpating themselves; while the Zemindars, on the other hand, 
and on the very same principle, perceiving the Aumils in confinement, will 
debit those Aumils with the sums which they themselves have withholden, and 
consequently the present Aumils of the Sircar will be utterly unable to decide 
upon those contending assertions, more important business will be delayed, and 
no benefit can result to the Government. Ifsuch be the state of the case, it is 
surely advisable for your Excellency to take the credit of the remission at once, 
and to issue the proclamations, as I have suggested, to be sent to the command- 
ing officer of the troops, whom | shall instruct toapply them in the manner best 
calculated to produce the surrender of the forts and ready submission of the 
Zemindars, who, in this event alone, are to enjoy the benefits of the proclamation ; 
and as it has not been proposed to require the surrender of the forts of any of those 
Zemindars with whom your Excellency concluded a settlement at Sooltanpore, 
and who have already agrecd to discharge their arrears of the fusly year 
1216, their engagements may still be fultilled, and any unnecessary loss to the 
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Government precluded, while all the remaining Zemindars, in the hope of the 
remission of their balances, will come forward and surrender their forts. 


Your Excellency’s remark on the fifth proposition having reference to your 
personal tour may be answered in a very few words. 


As my sole object, in your Excellency’s going or deputing other persons, is 
the general settlement of the country, so as to preclude the future employment 
of our troops, and to ensure the happiness of your subjects by protecting them 
from the extortions of your Aumils ; if this object can be properly accomplished 
by your deputation of subordinate officers, I entirely approve of the measure, 
and those officers shall have every necessary aid for the enforcement of their 
just demands from the British troops in the district. But as those troops, with 
the battering train, can only be employed during the favourable season of the 
year, whether your Excellency visit the districts or depute a subordinate 
officer, and as the season is passing away, it seems advisable that no time should 
be lost in coming to a final determination, and that I be apprized of your 
intention with the least practicable delay. 

A true copy : 
(Signed) J. Baw, 
Resident. 


Cee 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 17th October 1810.) 


I have received your letter, under date the 15th October, in answer to my 
letter of the 12th. On your submitting for my consideration several proposals, 
in one of which you described the loss and damage to be occasioned by my 
encampment in the districts, I wrote to you that if an arrangement could be 
devised for the adjustment of the affairs of that zillah, so as to preclude the 
necessity of my marching, it would be preferable in every point of view. But 
as you have now stated your opinion that the completion of the settlement, 
that is tosay, the triennial assessment of the revenuc, with such remissions as 
may appear to be necessary, the granting of puttahs or deeds of lease to the 
Zemindars, with a specification cf the kist bundee and other matters, cannot be 
carried into effect in the manner which you are desirous it should be by any of 
the Aumeens in the zillahs, nor even by Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan, and should 
be deferred until my arrival, I theretore approve of your advice, and shall not 
send Hukeem Mehdi to Pertaubghur; but, if you recommend it, I will go in 
person to that zillah. Wukeem Mehdi has requested my permission to return 
to his own district. 


With respect to my giving an entire acquiescence to the five propositions 
contained in your Ictter, I have no intention whatever to act in opposition to 
your opinion, either in the case of my remaining here or of my going to that 
zillah ; and as it is the furthest thing from my wish to have any kind of dispute 
with you, therefore why should there be any occasion for your desiring my 
previous acquiescence in your proposals? My sole object is, with the assistance 
of your advice, and with your approbation, to make such a settlement of the 
country as may preclude all disorder in future; and if this cannot now be 
accomplished, it is obvious that the burthen will fall upon you again in the 
ensuing year. 


The reason of my not having assented to some parts of the five propositions 
is, that I am not convinced of the possibility of carrying them into effect, not 
that I have refused my consent to them. If you will suggest how they can be 
carried into effect, it shall be done accordingly. 


With regard to what you have suggested, relative to Hoolass Sing and others 
going with the officers of the Sircar, if you will advert to the subject of my 
letter, under date the 12th instant, you will observe a satisfactory reply, because 
the only just mode of ascertaining the balances is by a reference to existing 
documents, to the assertions and oaths, the religion and faith of the parties, and 
to the papers of the Chowdries, Canoongoes, and Putwarries ; but it is by no 
means my wish that we should have any dispute on this subject. Proclamations, 

acreeable 


OUDE PAPERS. 107 


agreeable to the form which you sent to me, have been prepared and shall be 
igsved. When you shall have determined whether you think it advisable for me 
to go im person or to send Aumils, be pleased to inform me, that I may act 
accordingly ; because, in your letter dated the 24th September, you observed 
that there was no occasion then for your saying any thing in answer to my ;ro- 
posals, since it was your intention to give your advicc at all times, on every 

roper occasion, without any reserve: consequently, as I have no other object 
than the proper settlement of the country, you should now suggest what you 
think proper, and whatever you may determine shall be carried into immediate 


effect. 


Finally, as you have stated that we are allowing the time to pass away, &c., 
be pleased to determine without delay and to acquaint me with the result. 


My object is, with the assistance of your advice, to settle the country properly 
and to realize the revenue of the Sircar. : 


A truce translation : 


(Signed) J. Bariurr, 
Resident. 


To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 19th October 1810.) 


I have had the honour to recetve your Exccllency’s letter, under date the 17th 
stant. 


As your Excellency would appear to have now finally determined not to depute 
Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan to the zillah of Pertaubehur, and as you have further 
been pleased to ascribe this resolution to my advice, which has been uniformly of 
an opposite nature, since my receipt of your letter dated the 18th of September 
which conveyed the first suggestion of this deputation, a measure, too, originally 
suggested by yourself, and subsequently departed from with an earnestness pro- 
portioned to that of my recommendation of its expedience and even necessity ; 
adverting to this extraordinary fact, and to my original observation to your Ex- 
cellency regarding Mohummud Koolee Beg and the three Aumcens of Sooltanpore, 
Pertaubghur, and Behar, it is now my indispensable duty to state to you, in the 
clearest and most explicit manner, that as a large detachment of the British 
troops, with a battering train of artillery, is employcd in the district of Per- 
taubghur, for the purpose of punishing the refractory, at your I:xcellency’s 
repeated requisition, it seems advisable and even unecessary, that you depute, 
with as little delay as may be possible, an officer of character and respectability, 
conversant with revenue concerns, to obtain an accurate knowledge of the state 
of the districts in question, to conciliate and encourage such Zemindars as are 
submissive and obedient to authority, to direct the operations of the troops to the 
suppression of those who are refractory, to ascertain the assets of the lands, and 
to prepare and forward to your Excellency a satisfactory scheme of the settle- 
ment; that so, on your Excellency’s arrival in the country, which I still deem to 
be advisable, there may be nothing remaining to impede the final arrangement of 
the district, which may thus be specdily accomplished : and as I know none of 
your Excellency’s servants of greater ability and zcal than Hukeem Mehdi Alec 
Khan, nor indeed any so well qualified as he is for the performance of the duties 
which I have mentioned, I do therefore most strongly recommend that you depute 
him without delay to that zillal; and after his arrival in the district, that the 
preparations for your own march do commence. 


Such is the earnest and ultimate advice which, after mature consideration of 
the subject, I have deemed it to be my duty to offer, with a view to the settle- 
ment of those districts : and as I cannot suggest any thing clsc, which appears 
to be better calculated to accomplish the object in view, it your Excellency dis- 
approve of this advice, the only alternative which remains is the adoption of your 
own plan, whatever it may be, relying upon my zealous co-operation, to the 
utmost of my power, by affording the assistance of the troops im support of your 
Excellency’s measures. 


As 
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and return them to your Excellency with this view. 





A truce copy: 


(Signed) J. Bariite, 
Resident. 
Letter From his Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 2¢1 October 1810.) 


from the Vizicr. 
I have received your letter dated 19th October, in answer to mine of the 17th. 


You have stated, that I would appear to have now finally determined not to 
depute Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan to the zillah of Pertaubghur. 


Being unwilling to persist in a disagreement with you on this subject, I directed 
Hukecm Mehdi Alee Khan to prepare for his mission to Pertaubghur, agreeably 
to your wishes; but the Hukecin has offered so many valid excuses for declining 
to undertake the duty, that I am extremely embarrassed on the subject, for 
reasons which will fully appear to you if you peruse his arzce with attention, 
and I transmit a copy of it with this view. 


You observe that as a detachment of the British troops with a battering train 
of artillery is emploved in the district of Pertaubehur, for the purpose of punish- 
ing the refractory, at my repeated requisition, it scems advisable, and even 
necessary, that I depute, with as little delay as may be possible, an officer of 
character and respectability, conversant with revenue concerns, &c. 


I agree entirely with you, that a person of weight and respectability, as well 
as conversant on revenuc matters, should be cmployed on the duty in question ; 
but an accurate knowledge of the country, and of the character of the several 
Zemindars, formed on former expericuce, secms also to me to be required for the 
due performance of this duty, aud accordingly it is now my intention to depute 
Mohummud Ashruff to those districts. 


This person was formerly the sole and independent Aumil of the districts of 
Sooltanpore and Pertaubghur, is perfectly acquainted with the country and with 
the characters of all the Zemindars ; and as Nowneit Raee and the other Aumeens 
who are actually employed in those districts were formerly for many years sub- 
ordinate to Mohummud Ashruff in the collection of the revenues of Pertaubghur, 
&c., they will now cheerfully act under his authority and obey all his directions. 


Mohummud Ashruff has been summoned to the Presence, and when he 
arrives | shall instruct him in detail regarding all the dutics which are required 
from him, and dismiss him in company with Raee Diakrishen, my Dewan, 
and a proper establishment of Mutusuddies and other subordinate officers, with 
the least practicable delay ; for Lagree entirely with you, that no further time 
should be lost in the adoption of this necessary arrangement. 

You have stated your opinion, that a Hindee translation would be of use if 
subjoined to the Persian proclamations, &c. 


Itis unusual in my dufter to issue [indee translations of any documents, 
otherwise I should readily have complied with your request. No inconvenience 
can result from the proclamations being limited to the Persian. 


A true translation: 


(Signed) J. Barre, 
Resident. 





Arzee Arzce from Hukeem Mehdi Alce Khan. 


from the Aumil, : 
Your Excellency has been pleased to intrust me with the collection of an 


annual revenue of sixteen lacs of rupees in the districts of Khyrabad and Mahomdic. 


. The Zemindars of the purgunnah of Barjur in Khyrabad are known to be pal- 
ticularly refractory and rebellious. The revenue is realized by my making con- 
stant 
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stant circuits of the several districts throughout the year, and by keeping a 
watchful eye on the Talookadars ; and if, on my part, there had been the least 
negligence or remissness in this respect, the country would have long ago fallen 
into such confusion, that the restoration of order would be difficult. In addition 
tu the management of the extensive districts of Khyrabad and Mohumdee, when- 
ever there is any disorder in the adjoining districts of Baraitch, Nandparra, 
Kuttypoor, Biswa, Suleek, and others, although these districts are not in my 
aumildaree, and your Excellency has an Aumil in each of them, you have fre- 
quently been pleased to convey your orders to me for the better management of 
those districts, so that the superintendence of those latter districts, also, may be 
considered as under my charge. Under these circumstances, if your Excellency 
think proper to depute me to Pertaubgbur, Lapprehend, first, that the districts 
of Khyrabad and Mohumdee, and the other districts which I have mentioned, 
will soon fall into confusion, and that the revenue of them will not be realized ; 
in proof of which Balek Ram, although nothing has yet happened in his district, 
has positively asserted to me that the district of Kowana will fall into confusion 
and the revenue into arrears, unless I go there without delay. Secondly, If I 
go to Pertaubohur, it will be necessary to remove from the districts under 
my charge, and to take with meas many of my confidential people as I may 
require; consequently confusion will arise in the districts from whence they are 
taken. Thirdly, the whole business of adjusting the affairs of the country under 
my immediate charge, the settlement of the revenue of that country, the sup- 
pression of refractory Zemindars, nay even receiving the account of the Mutu- 
suddies, Aumils, and subordinate Aumils, entirely depend on myself, as TI have 
no relations nor friends in the district, nor any person in whom 1 have sufficient 
confidence to entrust these matters to their management, and consequently my 
going to Pertaubghur will occasion the total derangement of my affairs. 


I have thus reported to your Excellency the actual state of things. 


Iam your Excellency’s servant: you have been graciously pleased to entrust 
to me the management of a part of the country, and 1 am ready with my utmost 
exertions to exccute your commands without offering any excuse. The reason 
of my having adduced arguments against my being employed to make a settle- 
ment of the district of Sooltanpore and others, and my own ignorance of those 
districts, is, thatif any thing wrong shall happen in my own districts, or if I 
shall not be able to eflect a settlement in Sooltanpore and the other districts, by 
reason of my being a stranger and unacquainted with them, blame may not be 
imputed to me, and that I may not be responsible if my own district should 
fall into disorder and the kists remain unpaid. 


There isnosimilarity between Nandparra and that of Sooltanpore, because Nand- 
parra is in the vicinity of my district, and the Zemindars in the neighbourhood, 
such as Soorut Sing, Sheo Pershaud, Balek Ram, and others, afforded me their 
assistance ; and in Sooltanpore I am a perfect stranger, and totally unacquainted 
with any of the Talookadars and Zcmindars of that zillah: and if Iam employed 
there, as soonas the Zemindars of ny own district shall become acquainted with 
my being deputed by your Ixcellency for the carrying into effect an important 
arrangement, from the dutics of which | cannot be relieved until its final com- 
pletion, they will undoubtedly make away with the revenue, and it will after- 
wards be difficult to recover it from them. 


It does not seem practicable for me to make a settlement of Sooltanpore and 
the other districts. 

Finally, I await your Excellency’s orders, which I shall always be ready to 
carry into effect to the utmost of my power; but I apprehend that my bemg 


deputed would occasion disorder in Khyrabad, Mohumdee, Baraitch, and the 
other districts, without my being able to accomplish the object in view. 


I offer these remarks to your Excellency, that I may avoid blame and preserve 
my reputation with your Excellency. 
A true translation : 


(Signed) J. BarLite, 
Resident. 
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To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 25th October 1810.) 


I have had the honour of receiving your Excellency’s letter, dated the 22d of 
this month. 


Having already, in the course of our correspondence, submitted to your Ex- 
cellency, in detail, what appeared to me to be advisable with a view to the per- 
manent settlement of the districts of Sooltanpore, &c. I have nothing further to 
offer on that subject ; and being totally unacquainted with the merits or qualifi- 
cations of Mohummud Ashruf, I cannot offer any opinion regarding the propriety 
or impropriety of deputing him to those districts ; but I repeat what I formerly 
stated in my letter of the 19th instant, namely, that I am perfectly ready to 
afford the aid of the British troops to any person whom your Excellency may 
appoint. 


A true copy: 


(Signed) J. BAILLIE, 


Resident. 





From his Excellency the Vizier. (Dated ¢ 


9th Ruinzaun 1225, 29th October 1810.) 


I enclose, for your consideration, the Wajeboolarz of Mohummud Ashruff, 


together with a draft of my reply. 


Peruse them, and make such alterations in 


them as you may deem to be proper, after which return them to me that I may 


give them to Mohummud Ashruff. 


Article 1. 


Having been appointed by your 
Excellency to superintend the district 
of Sooltanpoore, Dherenagur, Barellie, 
Dalmow, Akberpoor, &c. I will exe- 
cute the trust which you have re- 
posed in me to the utmost of my 
ability, and I shall consider it an 
honour to sacrifice my life in your ser- 
vice. I hope, however, that your 
Excellency will join with me in this 
charge some careful experienced per- 
son, who, having a knowledge of the 
state of affairs in those places, may by 
his advice enable me to accomplish 
your Excellency’s object. 


Arlicle 2. 


Should any Zemindars, subjects of 
your Excellency, fly from your coun- 
try and take refuge under the Govern- 
ment of the Honourable Company, I 
trust your Excellency will favour me 
with letters addressed by the British 
esident at your court, to the Judges 
and Collectors of Elahabad, Juan- 
pore, Goruckpore, and Azimghur, di- 
recting those gentlemen to surrender 
to me all fugitives from your Excel- 
lency’s country who may seek protec- 

tion 


Answer. 


The objects in contemplation by 
your appointment are to ascertain 
the actual state and condition of 
those districts, to conciliate and en- 
courage such of the Zemindars and 
inhabitants as are in obedience to my 
authority and reg ilarly pay their rents, 
and with the aid of the British troops, 
to punish or bring back to obedience 
the refractory and disaffected ; and, 
lastly, after thoroughly informing your- 
self of the real value of the lands, and 
what they are capable of yielding, to 
prepare and transmit, for my consi- 
deration, an improved plan of a settle- 
ment. ‘The attainment of these ends, 
by the speediest and most approved 
means, will be a source of satisfac- 
tion to the Presence. Although there 
be no necessity for joining any other 
person with you, yet, with the view of 
inspiring you with confidence, I will 
nominate a colleague as you desire. 


Answer. 


Agreeably to this representation | 
shall write to the British Resident. 


Ansaer. 


OUDE P 


tion in the English territory, in order 
that I may send such persons to your 
Presence. 


Article 3. 


I shall, of course, investigate the con- 
dition of each Zemindar; and those 
whom I may find unwilling to pay the 
lawful demands of the state must be 
reduced to obedience by the aid of the 
British troops. Should any Zemindar 
repair to the commanding officer of the 
British troops and make representations 
to him, they ought not to be listened 
to, because it will be my duty to make 
known to the commanding officer the 
real circumstances of the case and the 
cause which may require coercive 
measures. 


Article 4. 


I hope that your Excellency will 
address letters to Nowneit Raee, 
Fuzul Ali, and Jeemal-ood-deen, com- 
manding them, at my requisition, to 
employ all the troops, artillery, horse, 
and infantry, stationed in the afore- 
suid districts, in the vigorous execu- 
tion of my measures for the punish- 
ment of the refractory, as well as to 
furnish me with information of the 
proceedings of the disaffected Ze- 
mindars. 


Article 5. 


The cavalry in those districts to 
which your Excellency has nominated 
me is, in point of numbers, extremely 
small. J trust that your Excellency 
will grant me an augmentation of 
two hundred horse. 


Article 6. 


Your Excellency has commanded 
me to destroy the forts, you will there- 
lure, I hope, be pleased to send along 
with me five hundred Bildars; or if 
it should be more agreeable to your 
Excellency, I will myself entertain 
that number. The levelling of the 
forts may be performed with dispatch, 
i your Excellency should allow but 
a small number of these persons, or 
very considerable delay will occur in 
the execution of this work, the coun- 
try being of vast extent. 


Article 


APERS. 


Answer. 


Let every circumstance relative to 
the Zemindars be communicated to 
the commanding officer of the British 
troops. Let the principle of equity 
govern the adjustment of their balan- 
ces; and in this case I am persuaded 
that the commanding officer of the 
British force will regulate his conduct 
by the true state of circumstances 
which you may submit to him. 


Answer. 


In compliance with this request the 
required letter shall be addressed to 
the Aumils. 


Answer. 


One hundred horse only will be 
allowed. 


Answer. 

You will entertain the number of 
Bildars which may be adequate to the 
service required (namely the destruc- 
tion ‘of the fortresses and ghurrics), 
and orders shall be issued to my son, 
Nuseer-ud dowlah, for supplying the 
quantity of gunpowder which you re- 
quire. Assoon as the forts are taken, 
such parts of the fortifications as may 
appear to be capable of defence must 
immediately, and in the presence of 
the commanding officer of the British 
troops, with all possible expedition be 
destroyed and levelled with the ground, 
as the number of people with you is 
too few for the purpose of furnishing 
garrisons or for the complete destruc- 
tion of the forts, which must there- 
fore be accomplished by degrees. 


ANSWC?Y., 
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Artcle 7. 

I request your permission to enter- 
tain fifty Hircurrahs, as well for the pur- 
poscof the following fugitiveZemindars, 
as for conveying letters to my deputies 
in the districts and to the Zemindars. 


Article &. 

As I shall have occasion to maintztn 
a constant correspondence with the 
Naibs and the Zemindars, and as your 
Excellency wil) require from me a 
daily report of my proceedings, I hope 
vour Excellency will allow me two 
Moonshees, and signify the amount of 
wages which they are to receive: 
fifty rupees per mensem for both, thirty 
rupees for the Moonshee employed in 
writing my arzees to your Excellency, 
and twenty rupees for the other em- 
ployed in my correspondence with the 
Naibs and Zemindars, 

Article 9. 

Your Excellency’s pleasure will de- 
termine the allowance which I am to 
receive, and my expense must be regu- 
lated accordingly. Lf I should appear 
without a due degrec of state, I shall 
possess no weight whatever. My real 
circumstances are no secret to your 
Excellency, who knows that my ex- 
penses are circumscribed, and that my 
retinue has been dismissed. 


The employment which your Exccel- 
lency has now conferred upon me re- 
quires the appearance of state and 
expense; but whatever degree of both 
your ixcellency may determine to be 
proper, I shall conform to with sub- 
niission. 


Allowance for paper and ink. 


Salary for a Vakeel. 


Four Mutusuddies will remain with 
ine, for the purpose of arranging all the 
papers and accounts which shall be 
transmitted to me from the districts: 
their wages to be settled by your Itx- 


cellency. 
50 
30 


80 


Article 


SOF sgetaveten cs cease asebeass 


AO ssrinuiseseneesinewauess 


Total, Sicca Rupees... 
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Answer, 
Entertain them at three rupees q 
man. 


Answer. 

It is of no moment: let them be 
entertained ; but the letters to the Ze. 
mindars must be written by the Aumils, 
If the Aumils be absent let their Naibs 
bein attendance, in order that nothing 
may occur tending to lessen the 
Aumils or produce resistance to their 


authority. 


Answer. 
An allowance of five hundred rupees 
per mensem. 


Answer. 
It. shall be included in the accounts. 


ANSWEr. 


A Vakeel is unnecessary: Sooruj 
Bhan will be the channel for the trans- 


mission. 
Answer. 
Granted. 


Answer 
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Article 10. _ Answer. Bengal Political 
Consultations, 


What are your Excellency’s orders To be supplied at a reasonable rate, 9 Dec. 1810. 
relative to the demand which is some- and according to the nerick of ihe eeu 


times made on the part of the English country. Letter 
for bread, butter, and eggs ? from the Vizier. 
Article 11. Answer. 


If the commanding officer of the | Whenever there is a necessity for 
British troops should pay me a visit, a meeting, you will yourself wait on 
I beg your Excellency will instruct the commanding officer of the British 
me as to the nature of the reception troops. 
requisite on that occasion. 


Article 12. Answer. 


Four persons are necessary to be =—_- Do as you propose. 
entertained for the purpose of furnish- 
ing the supplies, and all the usual arti- 
cles required by the British troops. 
Their wages ought to be liberal, and 
if placed immediately under me, I can 
direct and control their actions. 


Article 13. Answer. 


The whole of the leading measures Granted. 
shall be arranged by myself, and the 
Aumils shall then be directed to exe- 
cute them. I shall require the attend- 
ance of the Aumils, and conduct my 
proceedings in concert with them. No 
steps shall be taken, on any account, 
which may have a tendency to lessen 
the authority of the Aumils, and all 
your Excellency’s orders shall be punc- 
tually obeyed. 


Article 14. Answer. 


Such of the Talookadars and Zemin- __Let it be, when necessity justifies 
dars as after investigation shall be the measure; but matters must be 
found unable to execute their agree- conducted in conjunction with the 
ment with the Sircar shall be required Aumils. | 
to surrender their lands, and the col- 
lections which they yield to be made 
by my own people. For the purpose 
of acquiring a due knowledge of the 
means of those persons, fifty Merdehs, 
at four rupees a month each, will be 
requisite, and also twenty-five Aumeens 
at five rupees a man, whom I there- 
fore hope you will permit me to enter- 
tain: a descriptive roll of them shall be 
lodged in the Bukhshee-gurrie duftur. 


Arlticle 15. Answer. 

Your Excellency, I trust, will fur- Orders for a compliance with this 
nish me with camp equipage, &c., as request have been issued to my son, 
follows : Nuseer-ud Dowlah, who has already 

2 Chouturkehs, - most probably obeyed them. 


1 Bechoba, 

4 Koondulas, 

8 Pauls, 

2 Numgeerah, Kunath Saeer, 
4 Furrashes, 

5 Chukurahs, 


Aorses. 9G 
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Horses, Sc. 
3 Horses, 
2 Elephants with Howdah. 


Having no riding elephants of my 
own, | hope your Excellency will allow 
me two. | 
A. true translation : 
(Signed) J. BAYLLIE, 
Resident. 





To Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, commanding the Troops at. Pertaubghur. » 
Sir : 

1. With the view of aiding the’ effect of your requisitions to the several 
Zemindars and other rebellious subjects of the Vizier’s Government in the dis- 
tricts of Pertaubghur and Sooltanpore, for the peaceable surrender of their 
forts, his Excellency has been pleased, at my suggestion, to issue a number of 
proclamations in the terms of the accompanying document, and has desired me 
to transmit to you the enclosed ten original proclamations in the Persian lan- 
guage, under his seal, for the purpose of being conveyed to such of the refrac- 
tory Zemindars as you may have occasion to proceed against, with the detach- 
ment under your command, at the requisition of. his Excellency’s Aumils. 


2. Both his Excellency and myself are of opinion, that the only security 
which can be had for the future allegiance or fidelity of the principal Zemin- 
dars in those districts is the entire demolition of their forts; and his Excel- 
lency has accordingly determined, in compliance with my suggestion, to direct 
the entire destruction of every fortress and ghurry which may be surrendered or 
reduced on this occasion, by the operations of the troops under your command. 


3. The tenor of his Excellency’s proclamations, as announcing the remis- 
sion of considerable balances of revenue, as well as other eminent advantages 
in the triennial settlement of their lands, to such of the landholders of those 
districts as may immediately return to their allegiance and deliver up their 
fortresses to you, seems in my opinion calculated to circumscribe the extent of 
your military operations, and to accelerate the accomplishment of their object. 


4. I shall be extremely happy to learn that this effect has been produced by 
the proclamations, under your judicious application of them to the purposes for 
which they are intended, and | 

I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. BalLviz, 
25th October 1810. | Resident. 





To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

I find myself under the necessity of referring for your further mstructions, 
in regard tothe manner in which your orders tv destroy such places as 1 may 
deem necessary to prevent future trouble is to be executed, as I am assured 
by the Aumil that he has not been authorized. by his Excellency the Vizier to 
incur any expense, or provide any powder or Bildars for the purpose. 


I take this opportunity of acquainting you of my having encamped aé this 
place yesterday, to await the result of the Aumil’s negociation with. three. or 
four of the Zemindars, and which I expect will end without the necessity of 
adopting coercive measures against them, in the complete adjustment of their 
accounts with him. | 


_ The forts, or ghurries, belonging to these people are represented to be of t00 
little strength to render it requisite to destroy them ; and, accordingly, if they 
consent to pay the demands upon them, I shall proceed without delay against 
other places ; but as information on the subject of this reference ts necessary 
to enable me to carry on my operations, my force being detained in the neigh- 

% bourhoo 
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bourhood. of Soojakhur and Amethee, if I should get possession of them with- 
out resistance, I request the favour of an early reply to this letter. 


In the course of to-morrow I hope to be able to afford: you satisfactory 
accounts of my proceedings with the Zemindars in the vicinity of this encamp- 
ment. 


I have, &c. 
Camp near Chuterpore, (Signed) 8S. Paumer, 
26th October 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 


Detachment. 





To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sit : 
I have the pleasure to report to you that the fort of Soojakhur has been sur- 
rendered to, aad is now in possession of, the Aumil’s people. 


It having been communicated to me, since the despatch of my letter of yes- 
terday’s date to vour address, that the forts of Untoo and Oomree had evinced 
a disposition to oppose my detachment, notwithstanding the Zemindars, Udee 
Sing and Doorga Persaud, had promised an entire submission, I marched against 
them this morning, when the former place was surrendered to me without 
opposition, and the latter was evacuated upon my approach. The garrison of 
Untoo I permitted to retire unmolested, and that of Oomree effected its escape 
into the jungle. 


The strength of these places has been grossly misrepresented ; as they are 
advantageously situated and capable of considerable resistance, I shall, there- 
fore, remain here to-morrow and destroy them. ‘The following morning I shall 
march against Amethee. 

I have, &c. 


Camp, Oomree, (Signed) S. Paumer, . 
Oude, 27th October 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 
Detachment. 





To Lieutenant-Colone] Palmer, commanding the Troops at Pertaubghur. 
Sir : | 
1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letters, dated the 
26th and 27th instant, the substance of both of which shall be communicated 
to his Isxcellency the Vizier. 


2. In answer to the reference which is conveyed by the first paragraph of 
your letter dated the 26th instant, and to which you have requested an imme- 
diate reply, I have the honour of subjoining, for your information and guidance, 
a translation of the Vizier’s answer to the 6th article of a paper of requests 
submitted to his Excellency by Mohummud Ashruf, who has recently beeu 
nominated to superintend the settlement of the districts of Pertaubghur and 
Sooltanpore. 


«* You will entertain the number of Bildars which may be adequate to the 
service required (namely, the destruction of the fortresses and ghurries), and 
orders shall be issued to my son, Nuseer-ud Dowlah, for supplying the quan- 
tity of gunpowder which you require. As soon as the forts are taken, such 
parts of the fortification as may appear to be capable of defence must imme- 
diately, and in the presence of the commanding officer of the British troops, 
with all possible expedition be destroyed and levelled with the ground, as the 
number of people with you is too few for the purpose of furnishing garrisons, 
or for the complete destruction of the forts, which must, therefore, be accom- 
plished by degrees.” 
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3. I congratulate you on the success of your operations, as reported in your 
letter of the 27th instant, and 
a a | I have, &c. 
Lutknow, (Signed) = J. Baizuir, 
3ist October 1810. Resident. 
' hvtract 
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Extract from a Private Letier from Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer to Captain Battie, 
Resident at Iucknow. Dated the 30th October 1810. 


Unless you can prevail on His Excellency to send peremptory instructions to 
Nowneit Raee and all the other Aumils I shall have occasion to call upon here- 
after, to furnish large quantities of gunpowder and great lots of Bildars, when. 
ever required, to assist in knocking down forts, ghurries, &c., as we get possession 
of them, our work will be much delayed and almost endless, and the detach- 
ment in all probability remain in the field two years and upwards. I am 
extremely anxious to get every thing settled and to see the country in peace. 
I have no idea of any violeut opposition ; and I am convinced, as far as I can 
judge of the inclinations and dispositions of the few Talookadars that I have 
seen, that the people in general are by no means disaffected to his Excellency’s 
Government, and that they only require to be dealt honestly with. The 
proclamation which I have just received will, I am confident, have a most happy 
effect; and in my opinion, if the Aumil is fair in his settlement, no further 
disturbance will occur in the country. However, this is no business of mine, 
and, of course, I shall never attempt to interfere. 


Owing to the want of powder and Bildars, having only fifty of the latter with 
the train, we have not been able to destroy completely the forts of Untoo and 
Oomree as yet. The Aumil sent last night thirteen country maunds of powder, 
about seven or eight of our maunds, and we are now hard at work constructing 
mines, and either to-night or some time te-morrow, hope to set fire to them. 


A true extract ; 
(Signed) J. Bariur, 
Resident. 





Extract from a Private Letter from Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow, to 
Colonel Palmer. © Dated the 4th November 1810. 


You have already observed from my official despatches, that I am by no 
means inattentive to your proceedings, nor unmindful of the necessity of sup- 
plying you with the means of destroying the forts which may come into your 
possession, whether by the voluntary surrender of the holders or by the suc- 
cessful operations of your arms. 


You seem to me to be conducting the business in an able and a judicious 
manner; and I augur from what is already before me, your return with credit 
to your cantonment before the end of the cold weather. 


Mohummud Ashruf, the newly appointed Aumil, who is highly talked of to 
me, will be wth you in a few days, and you shall have a copy of the instruc- 
tions which have been issued to him, at my suggestion, by his sovereign. If he 
fail in the performance of his duty, we shall ourselves be with you by and bye; 
but I trust that our movement will be superseded by the zealous conduct of the 
Aumil, and by your judicious and active support of the measures which he is 


instructed to adopt. 


Our last akhbar from your camp mentions the flight of a number of Zemin- 
dars; and this is an unpleasant circumstance, because it must protract the 
settlement of the country. 


Conciliatory measures on your part, with a reference to the Zemindars, and. 
remonstrances against the Aumil’s demands whenever you suspect them to be 
unjust, will probably put a stop to the emigration, and my circular letter to the 
os magistrates, a copy of which is inclosed, will also have a good 
efiect. 

I shall be glad to hear from you privately, as well as officially, upon every 
necessary occasion, and you may rely on my ready attention to every sugges- 


tion which you convey. ‘ 
true extract : 
(Signed) J. Barium, 
Resident. 


To 
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To Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, commanding the Troops at Pertaubghur Camp. 
Sir : 

In pursuance of the intention which was conveyed to you by my letter of 
the 2d instant, I have now the honour of transmitting, for your information, 
the enclosed translations of a letter, and other documents, which 1 have 
received from his Excellency the Vizier, containing his Excellency’s instruc- 
tions to Mohummud Ashruf, the newly appointed superintendant of the 
districts of Sooltanpore and Pertaubghur. 


I have further the honour of transmitting to you a copy of a circular letter 
which I have recently addressed to the Magistrates of Juanpore, Elahabad, and 
Goruckpore. 

I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baits, 
5th November 1810. . Resident. 





To R. O. Wynne, Esq., Judge and Magistrate of Zillah Juanpore. 
Sir: 
1. I request the favour of your attention to the enclosed copy of a letter 
which I have received from his Excellency the Vizier. 


2. A considerable military force, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Palmer, being employed, at the Vizier’s requisition, in the capture and 
demolition of all the fortresses and ghurries in the districts of Sooltanpore, 
Pertaubghur, and Dalmow Barellie, and there being great reason to apprehend 
that the success of Colonel Palmer’s operations will occasion the flight of a 
number of refractory landholders from those districts into the adjacent districts 
of the Hlonourable Company’s dominions, I consider it to be my duty, in 
compliance with the desire of his Excellency the Vizier, to suggest the pro- 
priety of your adopting every measure in your power, for the immediate seizure 
and surrender of such of the defaulters from this Government as may seek 
refuge within the jurisdiction of your court. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAaILuie, 
2d November 1810. Resident. 





A circular, of the same tenor and date as the above, addressed 
To H. Dumbleton, Itsq., acting Judge and Magistrate of Elahabad, 
and 
To D. Scott, Esq., acting Judge and Magistrate of Goruckpore. 





To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

Being under the necessity of waiting in the neighbourhood of Untoo and 
Oomree till they were destroyed, which was not completed till the evening of 
Ist instant, I could only move yesterday morning, when I marched co this 
place. 


I was met at some distance from hence by the Rajah Hurchund Sing’s 
Vakeels, who proposed to surrender the fort to me, and of which I was accord- 
ingly put in immediate possession by his son, who met me at the gate; and [ 
shall proceed without delay to destroy such parts of the fortifications (which 
are, however, in a most ruinous condition) as may render it incapable of future 
resistance. 


I think it my duty to make to you, for the information of the Vizier, a 
favourable report of the disposition of the Rajah, who has intimated to me, 
: the strongest terms, his entire submission to his Excellency’s will and 
pleasure. 
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It is not in my power to render you an immediate account of the operations I 
am now to undertake, as I am led to believe I shall be able to get, by means 
of detachments from the force under my command, possession of several forts 
and ghurries in this vicinity, which will be a preferable mode of proceeding to 
that of drawing the heavy guns and train over the bad roads, where they will 
travel with much difficulty and considerable hazard of damage. I shall be 
careful to inform you of the reduction of forts by such parties; and by the 
means provided by his Excellency’s order, as stated to me in your letter of the 
31st ultimo, I hope to be able to destroy them with much more case and 
expedition than I have hitherto. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) S. PALMER, 
Camp, near Amethec, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
3d November 1810. commanding Detachment. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 28th December 1810. 


To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Secretary to Government. 
Sir: 

1. In continuation of the subject of my despatch of the 7th ultimo, I have the 
honour of transmitting to you, for the notice of the Right Honourable the Go- 
vernor-General in Council, the enclosed copies and translations of letters on the 
same subject, which have more recently passed between his Excellency the 
Vizier and myself, with copies of Jetters which I have received from Lieute- 
nant-Coloncl Palmer, commanding the detachment in Pertaubghur, and from 
Major-General Fuller, commanding the troops in the field. 


2. Yam concerned to be under the necessity of reporting to you, for his 
Lordship in Couneil’s information, that the negligence and improper conduct 
of the officers of this Government employed in the districts of Sooltanpore and 
Pertaubghur, with the repeated refusal of his Excellency the Vizier to comply 
with my suggestion of his deputing to those districts the only efficient Aumil 
under his Government, or proceeding to the districts himself with a declared 
resolution to abide by the proposition which I submitted to him, scem to me to 
preclude the possibility of effecting any beneficial arrangement, in either of 
the districts in question, during the present fusly year. 


3. Since my receipt of the last of the documents which are transmitted by 
this despatcn, I have had several conferences with his Iexcellency on the general 
subject of those documents, and the state of the districts in question ; and I have 
strenuously laboured to convince him of the ruinous consequences of the mis- 
conduct of his officers in the districts of Svoltanpore and Pertaubghur, as well 
as of the measures which he has himselfmore recently adopted, with a reference 
to the large portion of his dominions which was formerly farmed by Almass. 


4. The districts which were occupied by that Aumil, yielding an annual 
revenue of about thirty lacs of rupees, had been transferred, immediately on 
his death, 1n opposition to my wishes and suggestions, to the eunuch, Ruhmut 
Alee Khan, Almass’s nominal brother, whose failure in the payment of the 
revenue occasioned his removal and disgrace in the course of a few months, 
and the subsequent transfer of the districts, on similar terms, to a person named 
Mirza Jan, the adoptive son of Almass, who has also necessarily failed to fulfil 
his engagements to the Government, and is now under personal restraint for 
balances, which can never be liquidated, and the demand of a large portion of 
which is, in my opinion, unjust and oppressive. 


5. On the occasion of the death of Almass Alee Khan, and on the two 
subsequent occasions of the transfer of the districts which he farmed to his 
nominal brother and son at the exorbitant rate of his engagements, I “a 


in strong terms to the Vizier the impropricty of his consigning so large a 
portion 
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ortion of his dominions to any individual Aumil, more particularly to the Benes) Founes! 
dependants of Almass, and the expediency of his appointing a number of one nie 
trustworthy persons as Ameens, to investigate and report upon the real state 


Fe on 


of the districts and the condition of the landholders and peasantry, with a view Letter 
to w beneficial arrangement for the future management of the country. 2) Resident at 
OW. 


6. A compliance with my suggestions on those occasions was evaded by his 
Excellency the Vizier, upon grounds and under circumstances which precluded 
my persistence in urging the point ;_ but the consequences which I then predicted 
have all of them since been acknowledged, and have probably had their 
influence in producing a partial change of his Excellency’s system with regard 
to this portion of his dominions. 


7. The territory which was farmed by Almass, Ruhmut Alee Khan, and 
Mirza Jan, in succession, has now been parcelled out, I understand, to a number 
of petty farmers, without any reduction of the terms, and under circumstances 
which preclude the possibility of the due realization of the revenue, without the 
gradual devastation of the lands, and the ruin of the landholders and peasantry. 


8. I have again submitted to the Vizier the ruinous consequences of those 
measures, and have predicted the speedy removal and imprisonment of a majo- 
rity, if not all, of the newly appointed Aumils, whose personal wealth only, and 
by no means their capacity for the trust, has induced their nomination to those 
oflices. 


9, Ihave further submitted to his Excellency, that individual wealth among 
his subjects, and the sources from which it was derived, are now nearly at an 
end, and must very shortly be exhausted : and that, ultimately, when the soil 
of his dominions and industrious cultivators of that soil must form the only 
sources of his revenue, he will find the first to be totally unproductive, and 
will search for the latter in vain. 


10. I have even thought it my duty to hint to him, that the measures of 
rigour which he has practised and now meditates against the dependants of 
Almass Alee Khan, who unwarily permitted themselves to be entangled in the 
net of official responsibility which his Excellency caused to be spread for them, 
are in direct opposition to the principles of justice and benevolence which I 
endeavoured to impress on his mind, by the commands of the Right Honourable 
the Governor-Gencral, immediately after the death of Almass; and that, 
although a considerable portion of the balances of revenuc, which his Excellency 
claims from those unfortunate and misguided Aumils, may be recovered by their 
imprisonment, and by the confiscation of their personal property derived from 
their late protector, his faithful servant Almass, yet that his Excellency’s 
voluntary remission of a portion of those balances, his submitting to a loss 
which has been occasioned by the erroneous system of his Government, and 
the immediate correction of that system, as so frequently suggested by me, 
would be far more conducive to his reputation and to the future increase of his 
revenue, than the measures which he has recently adopted, and those which I 
have reason to consider as in his contemplation, with a reference to the depen- 
dants of Almass, and to the districts which were occupied by that Aumil. 


11. I am sorry to have occasion to add, that my remarks and suggestions on 
this subject, although repeatedly urged to his Excellency with as much earneste 
ness as considerations of personal respect would admit, have by no means had 
the desired effect, nor have they uniformly of late been received in so gracious 
amanneras formerly. His Excellency’s leading passion of avarice and all its 
concomitant evils have, as is natural, increased with his age ; and the reluctance 
and impatience with which he ever listened to remonstrance against the 
inordinate gratification of this passion, or against any other unjust measure of 
his Government, have lately arisen to a degree of peevishness and irritation, 
which renders the efficient conduct of the duties of my station at his court, 
combined withthe observances and offices of personal respect and conciliation, 
a great deal more difficult than before. 
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12. Asan example of this latter remark, it may not be out of place to report 
to you, for the Right Honourable the Governor-Genefal’s information, that hig 
Excellency having recently evinced a design to take advantage of the change 
of his system with regard to the districts of Almass, by whom and his successors 
in office the jagier of Tufuzzool Hooseyn Khan had been farmed, for the 
purpose of converting this jagier into an annual pension in money, to the 
manifest loss of the Jagicrdar, I considered it to be my duty to remonstrate 
arainst the execution of this design in the most urgent terms which I could 
use, and to state to his Excellency the impropriety of his adopting any new 

measures, with a reference to the management of this jagier, without the previous 
sanction of the British Government, at whose instance it was originally granted 
to Tufuzzool Hooseyn Khan, and subsequently confirmed in the possession of 


his only son aud representative. 


13. His Excellency did not hesitate to avow and support his resolution of 
superseding Tufuzzool Hooseyn Khan’s authority in the Jagier, by confer. 
ring the future management of it on an Aumil of his own selection, who 
should pay a certain yearly sum to the Jagierdar; and remarked to me, with 
apparent irritation and displeasure, that ‘Tujummool Hooscyn Khan would 
never have presumed to object to the arrangement in question, save for the 
unnecessary and unprecedented support which [ had afforded to this person 
and to others in a similar predicament. 


14, L replied to this unjust and indelicate observation, that the support 
which I had on one remarkable occasion afforded to Tufuzzool Hooseyn 
Khan, lrad been authorized and entirely approved by the Government which 
I have the honour of representing, and had manifestly proceeded on principles 
of the strictest justice to the person accused, as well as on sentiments of the 
purest regard for his Excellency’s personal safety, and for the honour and 
reputation of his Government; and that I was sorry to have occasion to remark, 
that the result of the transaction to which I alluded had apparently given rise 
to sensations in his Excellency’s breast which were unworthy of his enlightened 
mind, and could alone have induced the design against which it became my 
duty to remonstrate in the strongest possible language. 


15. The above is one of the most important of a number of similar occasions, 
on which I have been recently compelled to address his Excellency the Vizier 
in language more forcible than I could have wished, or was, perhaps, strictly 
conformable with those observances which I have ever maintained in my per- 
sonal conferences with his Excellency, and by which the utmost seeming cor- 
diality has been preserved, amidst a great deal of difference in opinion. 

16. I shall continue to take advantage of every proper opportunity of 
renewing my instances to his Excellency on the subjects of this despatch, and 
shall report the effect of them, from time to time, to you, for the Right Ho- 
nourable the Governor-General’s information. 

17. The propriety of any active interference, on my part, for the protection 
of the dependents of Almass, in their new character of Aumils, against the 
unjust demands of the Vizier, and the question of the permutation of Tufuz- 
zool Hooseyn Khan’s jagier for a pension, are points on which I deem it to 
be necessary to request the instructions of the Government. 

I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Batiure, 
5th December 1810. Resident. 


To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written 14th November 1810.) 


I have the honour of transmitting, for your Excellency’s information, the 
enclosed translation of a letter which I have received from Lieutenant-Colonel 


Palmer. 


Although I be aware that Mohummud Ashruff must have joined Colonel 


Palmer’s detachment ere now, and have commenced the duties of his deputa- 
tion, 
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tion, yet I deem the conduct of Nowneith Roy to be such as to require your 
Excellency’s animadversion, and I submit Lieutenant-Coloncl Palmer’s letter 


to you with this view. 





To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

I am sorry to be under the necessity of preferring to you a complaint against 
the Aumil, Nowneith Roy, for his inattention to my requisitions, and the 
extreme reluctance he evinccs to furnish-me with the requisite establishment 
and supply of gunpowder for destroying forts and ghurries. Notwithstanding 
the most pressing demands from me, he has produced in the course of four days 
only sixteen Bildars and one buffaloe load of powder. 


Iam now cncamped within a short distance of several places of which I 
could obtain immediate possession, but there is no use in my doing so until fir- 
nished with the hands and materials requisite for destroying them. 


I hope, therefore, I shall shortly be joined by Mohummud Ashruff, whose 
arrival I expect with impatience, as I shall be obliged till then to occupy my 
present situation, my measures being clogged and my movements impeded by 
the Aumil’s obstinacy in declining to co-operate zealously with me, though in 
the service of his own master, the Vizier. 

I have, &e. 


_ Camp, Amethee, (Signed) 5S, Paumen, 
&th November 1810. Lieutenaint-Colonel, commanding 
Detachment. 


To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written 17th November 1810.) 


I personally stated to your Excellency this morning the substance of a letter 
which I had then received from Colonel Palmer, and perceiving the impression 
which it made on your Excellency’s mind, I forbear, on this occasion, from 
offering any further remarks on the subject, but merely forward a translation of 
the letter, with a translation of another Ietter on the same subject, which I 
received, after your E:xcellency’s departure, trom Major-General Fuller, com- 
manding the troops in the field. I am satisfied that your Excellency will now 
issue such orders to Nowncith Roy as will preclude any {future applications, 
either for gunpowder or Bildars, from the commanding officer of the detach- 
ment. 

A true copy : 
(Signed) J. Baie, 
Resident. 





' To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
ir: 

Tam still detained at this place for want of gunpowder to destroy the forts, 
of which, on appearing before them, I shall be put in possession. 


Mohummud Ashruff, who joined me on the 11th instant, informs me he has 
no orders to purchase it, but that it will be sent tome from Lucknow ; you will 
see, therefore, the expediency of expediting its despatch as much as possible, 
and in large quantities, or my operations can never be complcted. 


I myself discovered, a few days ago, a fort of great strength, of which no 
report had ever been made, and which I am now employing the few Bildars I 
have in destroying. It is called Ahmarooah, and there are many such places, 
independent of those described in the list furnished by you, which I conceive 
it comes within the line of my instructions to destroy. 


_Iam certain you will agree with me in the necessity of resorting to more 
vigorous measures than have hitherto been adopted by his Excellency the 
Vizier, to afford me the requisite assistance. My situation is extremely dis- 
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tressing, for 1 find myself utterly unable to proceed in the execution of my 
duty, from the neglect or culpable indifference which the agents display to my 
representations, and, at the same time, I am restricted from using my means to 
procure the articles so essentially requisite to a speedy fulfilment of my 
operations. 


Mohummud Ashruff is, I betieve, exerting himself to procure Bildars, but 
my progress in demolishing forts by their means must necessarily be slow ; and 
I trust to your representations to the Vizier having quickly the effect of reme- 
dying the disappointment I have experienced in not receiving supplies of 
gunpowder. 


I have, &c. 
Camp, Amethee, (Signed) S. Parmer, 
13th November 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 


Detachment. 





To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

By a letter received, through Lieutenant-Colonel Martindell, from Lieutenant- 
Colonel Palmer, employed in the reduction of forts in the possession of refrac- 
tory Zemindars, in the Vizier’s dominions, I learn he has been under the necessity 
of entertaining an expensive establishment of Bildars, not only for the purpose 
of clearing the roads for the passage of the battering train accompanying his 
detachment, but for levelling the forts of those Zemindars as they come into his 
possession. 


Owing to the want of pioncers at any convenient distance to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Palmer’s scene of action, the continuation of the establishment for the 
former purpose is a matter of necessity, but for the tedious service of levelling 
mud forts will, I am afratd, be found very inadequate, unless assisted by the 
people of his Highness the Nawaub Vizier, to whom, in my humble opinion, a 
request so materially connected with the expeditious accomplishment of his 
wishes may be safely made, and in the propriety of which I hope you will 
coincide. 

I have, &c.: 


Head-Quarters, in the Field, (Signed ) I. Fuu.en, 
Merut,11th November 1810. © Major-General. 





From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 18th November 1810, 


I have received your letter of yesterday’s date, conveying for my informa- 
tion, translations of letters to your address from Major-General Fuller and 


Colonel Palmer. 


Immediately on my arrival at the palace, I issued the most positive orders to 
Mohummud Ashruff and to Nowneith Roy, to furnish, without any delay, as 
many Bildars and as great a quantity of gunpowder as might be required by 
Colonel Palmer for the purpose of destroying the forts, and informed them that, 
in the case of any further delay or inattention, they should be called to a 
severe account. It has been represented tome by Nusseer-oo Dowlah, that 
a hundred and eighty maunds of gunpowder are ready, and may be forwarded 
immediately to Colonel Palmer. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Barute, 
Resident. 





Dhe Arzee of Mohummud Ashruff, dated the 16th November 1810. 
Dewan Zubber Sing, Talookadar of Puttee, in consequence of his elaka being 


on the borders of the Company’s territories, has become refractory, and does 


not 
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not pay the revenue. This elaka is very fertile, and capable of yielding 
a large increase. The late Seetulpershaud, during the time he was Aumil, 
used to receive from Zubber Sing a very large and satisfactory assess- 
ment; but after that Aumil’s removal, Zubber Sing paid only what he 
leased. The amount formerly received by me from Zubber Sing was 
much greater than what is now realized, and the sum stipulated for by 
the late Rajah Newaz Sing in the fusly year 1216, was reduced in the 
year 1217, after the death of Newaz Sing, 27,000 rupees. Zubber Sing, 
notwithstanding that his elaka is now become Amanee, and measures have 
been adopted to prevent the refractory Zemindars of this Government from 
taking refuge in the Company’s territories, has not attended the Aumil, 
but has sent a Vakeel to Nowneith Roy, who entered into an agreement with 
the Vakeel; yet, from the amount of this agreement for the fusly year 1217, 
although much lower than it ought to be, a large balance is still due, and with- 
holden under frivolous pretexts; and though he formerly used to attend me 
in person, he has now merely sent his Vakeel,. the consequence of which con- 
duct on his part is, that all the other Zemindars and Talookadars expect their 
settlements to be made on the terms of the last year’s assessment, and in those 
estates where a decrease is admitted, require their lands to be made kham, or 
to be farmed to them for a mere trifle, in which case nothing but loss will 
acerue; and instead of your Excellency’s profiting by the measures which have 
lately been adopted, the employment of the British troops, the expense of 
thousands of rupees, and my deputation to the country, those measures will be 
of no avail. What advantage, indeed, can my deputation produce, if a settle- 
ment is now to be made for no more than the former jumma, which every 
ordinary Chuckludar could have collected in his district as formerly, without 
any assistance of mine; whereas, if the elaka of Zubber Sing should be settled 
at an increase, to my heart's satisfaction, for the present fusly year, all the 
other Zemindars in the district, who are now determined on withholding any 
increase on the Revenue of their estates, would then willingly come forward. 


I have thus submitted to your Ixcellency what appeared to me to be my 
duty, with a view to the advantage of the State, and have only further to obey 
whatever orders your Excellency may issue, representing humbly for consider- 
ation, that the sooner the settlement is made the better, and that if much longer 
delayed, it will be very difficult to realize the revenue. 

A. true translation : 
(Signed ) J, Baricuie, 
Resident. 


To Lis Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 2ist November 1810.) 


Lhave perused with great attention the copy of Mohummud Ashhruff’s 
arzee, which your Excellency was pleased to transmit to me, and the contents 
of it have excited my concern. This person appears, by his own statement, 
in direct opposition to what was at first agreed on between your Ixcel- 
jency and me, to consider himself as deputed to those districts solely for the 
purpose of increasing the revenue, by exacting larger sums from the Zemindars 
than they have hitherto paid to the Government, whereas the basis of all my 
representations to your Excellency on this subject has been my firm persuasion 
and belief, that the country has already suffered greatly from the extortions of 
former Aumils, and that a settlement on the most moderate terms, particularly 
for the first year, with remission of all former balances to the end of the fusly 
year 1216, was advisable, if not absolutely necessary to the future prosperity of 
your subjects. 

It is true that Iam by no means acquainted with the state of the talooka 
of Zubber Sing, nor indeed of any other elakas; yet your Excellency wall be 
pleased to remember, that, with the view of obtaining correct information on 
those points, I have often and repeatedly suggested the preparation and trans- 
mission of a scheme before the settlement should be commenced on; and had 
this scheme ofa triennial settlement been furnished to your Excellency and me 
in the manner which I suggested, the embarrassment and vexation which now 
occur could never have been felt by either of us. 
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It is evident from Mohummud Ashruff’s own words, that nothing but 
oppression to the Ryots, disputes between him and the Zemindars, and finally, 
disorders in the country, can be expected from his deputation ; that the views 
which I had entertained, and for the satisfactory accomplishment of which both 
your Excellency and I have laboured so long and have had so many unpleasant 
discussions during a period of five months, myst be entirely and inevitably 
frustrated ; and that no satisfactery arrangement can be made in the present 
year. I entreat your Excellency to consider these circumstances maturely, 
and to take the necessary steps with regard to them, before every measure be 
too late. 


I further request your Excellency to inform me what measures have been 
adopted with respect to the fortresses belonging to Mohun Loll Oopadhea, 
towards ascertaining the state of the fortress of Goree, and the despatch of 
the Bildars and gunpowder to Colonel Palmer. 

A trne copy : 


(Signed) J. Batiurs, 
Resident. 





; o 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 22d November 1810.) 
I have received your letter of yesterday’s date. (Recapitulates its contents.) 


Tn one of the conferences which we had together, the subject of taking an 
increase of revenue from the mchauls of Sooltanpore, Pertaubghur, Dalmow and 
Barellic, was discussed; and you then stated your opinion, that an increase 
might, of course, be demanded, where assets for that purpose were established, 
but that, in every elaka where a decrease.of asscts was proved, remissions 
should be granted to the Zemindars. 


As Mohummud Ashruff has stated in his arzee, that the elaka of Zubber Sing 
is very fertile and capable of yielding a large increase, but that Zubber Sing 
pays just what he pleases, and that even the jumma of 1216, in itself far too 
low, was reduced in the ensuing year 1217 fusly, &c., it therefore follows, 
that notwithstanding the capability of Zubber Sing’s estate, he has hitherto, for 
a number of years, contrived to lessen his Jumma, and now that a triennial 
settlement is about to be entered into with him, and the British detachment is in 
the vicinity of his Elaka, he should be compelled to pay the full value of his 
lands. Ifyou, however, will suggest any other measures with a reference to 
this Zemindar, the necessary orders shall be issued in conformity with them to 
Mohummud Ashruff. 


What you have hitherto sugeested has been fully carried into effect ; and the 
tenor of the proclamations which were issucd by me, at your suggestion, — shall 
in future be strictly adhered to. I betore informed you, that the delay and 
failure in the preparation and transmission of a scheme of settlement was to be 
ascribed to the non-attendance of the Zemindars; nevertheless I have again, 
agreeably to your request, issued the strictest orders to the Aumils and to 
Mohumimud Ashruff, to transmit it with all expedition. 


With regard to the evacuation of the fortress, orders have been issued to 
Mohun Loll Oopadhea; but a> yet I have received no answer from him. | 
also directed Mobun Loll Oopadhea to transniit to the Presence a true statement 
of the fortress of Gorce ; and he has represented, in answer, that he is unable to 
send an account of that fortress, as he is unacquainted with the yame of the 
Chuckludar in which it is situated. If it be in Dalmow, it must be Gora, of 
Which Decn Sahy, a Byse, is the Talookadar. If it be in the eclaka of Behar, the 
naine is Gorhee, and Girwur Sing, a Goossein, is the Zemindar. If it be in 
Sooltanpore, Gore is a large village, and not a fortress, containing strong and 
fortified houses belonging to Zemindars. 


Strict orders have been issued to Mohummud Ashruff to procure Bildars, and 
he has employed as many as le could get, and I am certain that he will entertain 
as many more as may be procurable. Mohummud Ashruff some time ago 
intimated to the Presence, eee Bildars had been entertained at the rate of two 

rupecs 
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rupees and a half per mensem, on the condition of their being regularly paid eveay 
fifteen days, to which I agreed: yet Mohummud Ashruff having since repre- 
sented that the Bildars demand three rupees per mensem, and will not agree to 
receive two and a half, I have consented even to this demand, with the view of 
precluding inconvenience from the want of Bildars. 


I have understood from the Akhbars that Mohummud Ashruff has provided 
Colonel Palmer with eleven maunds and thirty seers of gunpowder. Seetula 
Bukhsh Oopadhea would appear to be in attendance, and to have had a meeting 
with Colonel Palmer. Orders have been issued for the despatch of one hundred 
and eighty maunds of gunpowder to Colonel Palmer, but it has been delayed, in 
consequence of the scarcity of hackeries. When they are procured, the powder 
shall be immediately despatched. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) J. BALE, 
Resident. 


a a) 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written November the 25th 1810.) 


I have had the ‘honour to receive your Excellency’s letter, dated the 22d in- 
stant, in answer to my letter of the preceding day. 


From the contents of Mobummud Ashruff’s arzee, two inferences are, in 
my mind, most obviously to be deduced, namely ; first, that hc has hitherto been 
totally unmindful of the most unportant object of his deputation, the preparation 
and transmission of a scheme of the settlement, as repeatedly recommended by 
me; and, secondly, that he is bent on exacting an increase from every Zemindar 
and Talookadar in the district. Both these circumstances are, in my mind, 
insuperable obstacles to the speedy scttlement of the country; and being so, it is 
my duty to submit them to your Excellency without delay, as, indeed, it is my 
duty, upon every occasion, to represent the improper conduct of your Aumils, 
with the view of enabling your Excellency to check them im due time. The 
correction of the errors of those Aumils must rest with your Excellency alone. 


The excuse, on the part of Mohummud Ashruff, which your Excellency has 
been pleased to convey, for his delaying to forward the scheme, is, in my opinion, 
totally groundless. Inthe preparation of a scheme of settlement for approval, 
there can be no occasion whatever for the attendance, of any of the Zemindars. 
It is a duty invariably and exclusively performed by the Seghadars and Aumils 
of the districts without reference to the Zemindars. The Aumil personally in- 
spects the different estatcs, estimates the produce of the crops, and agreeably to 
that estimate the scheme of the settlement is prepared and transmitted, under 
the seals and signatures of the several revenue officers of the district, to the 
Presence for approval, When approved and returned to the Aumil, the Zemin- 
dars of the several villages are summoned to attend ; and if they do so of their 
own accord, and agree to enter into engagements at the rate of assessment 
which has been fixed, the settlement is at once concluded, otherwise the measure 
of farming the estates to other persons, or retaining them in the hands of the 
Aumil, is then to be considered and decided on. 


Respecting the fortress of Gouree, &c., I have attentively read the list of for- 
tresses in the three mehauls, which were furnished by your Excellency, and in 
neither of them have I been able to discover the name or situation of Gouree. 
This circumstance affords another matcrial proof of the negligence and inat- 
tention of those Aumils by whom the lists of the fortresses were transmitted. 
With a reference to your Excellency’s remark, that Seetulah Bukhsh is in attend- 
ance on Colonel Palmer, I suggest, for your Excellency’s consideration, the pro- 
priety of your furnishing me with a correct list of the fortresses belonging to 
Mohun Loll, which I shall forward immediately to Colonel Palmer, with instruc- 
tions to that officer to demand their surrender by Seetulah Bukhsh, and in the case 
of that person’s refusal, to seize him and send him to Lucknow. 


A true copy : 
(Signed) J. Barcxie, 
7 | Resident. 
2K From 
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From his Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 27th November 1810.) 


I have received your letter, dated the 25th, in answer to mine of the 20d 
instant, suggesting the propriety of the preparation and transmission to the 
Presence of a scheme for the triennial settlement, &c. 


The case is this, that repeated orders have already been issued to the three 
Aumils of those Elakas, to prepare and transmit, without delay, a scheme of 
the settlement of their respective Elakas ; and now, agreeably to your sugges. 
tion, I have transmitted the most positive injunctions on this subject to Mohum. 


mud Ashruff. 

With a reference to what you have stated respecting the fortress of Gouree, 
“that you have attentively perused the list of fortresses,” &c., I now transmit to 
you a correct description of that fortress, from a perusal of which you will be 
made acquainted with every thing regarding it. 

With regard to your request of a list of the fortresses belonging to Mohun 
Loll Oopadhea, for the purpose of being forwarded to Colonel Palmer, &c. 
the case is this: what was formerly represented by Mohun Loll has already 
been sent to you, and I know no better measure than that which you have 
suggested. You may, therefore, desire Colonel Palmer to ascertain if it be 
practicable from Sectula Buklish the number of fortresses in the possession of 
Mohun Loll, and demand their evacuation and surrender, and in the case of 
Seetula Bukhsh’s refusal to scize him and send him to Lucknow. 


I transmit, for your information, a copy of the shookha addressed to Mohum- 
mud Ashruff on the 26th instant. Had I a list of the fortresses of Mohun 
Loll among the records, a copy of it should have been sent to you in the first 
instance: when I do get a list of them, you may rely upon recciving it imme. 
diately. 

A true translation : 
(Signed) J. Baie, 
Resident. 





Translation of the Shookha to Mohummud Ashruff. (Dated the 26th 
November 1810.) 


Your arzee, dated the 24th instant, in answer to the shookha addressed to 
you, has been perused ; and I am directed by his Excellency to inform you, 
that the particulars of the Elaka of Deenah Sing, which has been mentioned in 
a cursory manner, should have been represented more explicitly in detail. 
Byreesall is himself very dilatory in paying the dues of the Government, and 
therefore ot what use is his security for any other Zemindar. Roy Diakrishen 
will leave this to-morrow and proceed towards your quarter. The Roy is sent 
to arrange matters in conjunction with you, and to adjust the balances of reve- 
nue for the year 1217 fusly, which you will accordingly proceed to adjust 
in concert with the Roy, and transmit the papers as soon as possible to the 


Presence. 


With regard to the settlement of the arrears of Behadur Sing, Zemindar of 
Pertaubghur, it is necessary that, agreeably to the tenor of the proclamation 
which has been issued at the suggestion of the Resident and forwarded to the 
commanding officer of the troops, you remit the whole of the balances for the 
year 1216 tusly, and labour to obiain proper security for the balances of 
1217, and the revenue of the current year 1218 to be settled with the several 
Zemindars. If au increase of assets beyond the former assessment of any 
estate be established, of course an increase must be demanded, but otherwise 
no increase should be required. Orders were issued to Nowneith Roy for the 
transmission of the jumma wasilbaukee account for 1217 ; and if, in the realiza- 
tion of the revenues for the fusly years 1217 and 1218, there should be any 
unnecessary delay, you will immediately apply to the commanding officer, who 
will take the necessary steps to realize it. . 


Description 
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Description of the Fortress of Goree. 


Deen Sahy, a Bvse, is the Talookadar of Goree, &c., extending from Dal- 
mow in an easterly direction about five coss. In the talooka of Gorec Khass 
there is a fortress, enclosing about forty-iive begahs of ground, surrounded by a 
parapet wall about three yards broad and six yards high: it contains ten bas- 
tions. Towards the west is a large gate and five bastions, two of which are 
immediately connected with the gate, that is, one a little before and the other in 
a line with the gateway. On this wall are also three other bastions. Two bas- 
tions are on the north and two on the south walls. To the east there is a small 
gate, which is defended by a strong square bastion about eleven yards in breadth 
and nine yards in height, pierced with loop-holes. The fortress is encompassed 
by a very deep ditch, excepting the west side: it has on the other sides a very 
thick and extensive jungle, beyond which is a large jheel. Within the fortress are 
habitations of Ryots. Near the portal of the fortress, to the west, is a house in 
which the family of the Talookadar reside: there are also out-offices of every des- 
cription within the fortress, such as stables, elephant-houses, and houses for the 
Sepoys, &c. About a gun-shot from the west wall of the fortress there is a large 
tank, on which there are a number of babool trees. Whenever the Talookadar 
resists the Aumil’s authority, he generally commences firing from this tank ; and 
when compelled to give up this situation, here turns to the fortress, and keeps up a 
fire from thence on the Aumil’s people. The Talookadar has in his possession two 
elephants, ten horses, three mares, three hackeries of four bullocks each, and two 
of two bullocks each, seventeen camels, and has constantly in his service five 
hundred Sepoys. On his opposing the authority of the Aumil he is assisted by 
Sheopershaud Byse, ‘Talookadar of Singurpore, in the Elaka of Dulmow, Zalim 
Sing, the banished Talookadar of Buddree in Behar, and the Zemindars of Tilooee 
in the Elaka of Salone. In the fusly year 1213, Deen Sahy fought with the 
Naib of Joogul Kishore. He gives the kubooleat of his Elaka himself. He 
has erected this fortress since the time of Joogul Kishore, before which period 
there was no fortress in Goree. 

A true translation : 
(Signed) J. Ba1uiE, 
Resident. 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, under date the 
Sth instant, the communications contained in which, and in your preceding 
despatch of the 7th ultimo, have engaged the deliberate attention of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council. 


2. The tenor of your several instructions to the officers commanding the 
British troops in the districts of Sooltanpore and Pertaubghur, for the guidance 
of their conduct in executing the duty of reducing to obedience the refractqry 
Zemindars of those districts and destroying their forts, and the measures which 
you have suggested to his Excellency the Vizier, with a view to facilitate the 
accomplishment of those objects, and your unwearied exertions to induce his 
Excellency to give effect to them, are entirely approved by the Governor- 
General in Council. 


3. His Lordship in Council more especially approves the arrangement which 
you proposed to his Excellency for the future settlement of the districts, as 
detailed in your letter to his address of the 8th of October, and laments the 
obstacles referable to the injudicious proceedings of his Excellency himself, by 
which that arrangement has been frustrated. 


4. His Lordship in Council laments the failure of your repeated endeavours 
to induce his Excellency to alter the destructive system of management which 
prevails, with respect to the extensive districts formerly under the charge of the 
late Almass Alee Khan. - 


5. The jnterests of the British Government, however, are too deeply con- 
cerned inthe reform of the present vicious system of administration in his 
} Excellency’s 
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Excellency’s dominions, to permit his Lordship in Council tacitly to acquiesce in 
its continuance. To the evils and abuses of that system, to the oppression and 
injustice which naturally flow from it, are principally to be ascribed those 
disorders which the British troops are so frequently employed to suppress. This 
Government has ever viewed with painful regret the employment of its troops in 
services of this nature, the general tendency of which has necessarily been to 
uphold and encourage those acts of violence, injustice, and extortion which a 
system erroneous in its principle and oppressive, in its operation cannot fail to 
engender. 

6. It concerns the reputation of the British Government, therefore, as well 
as its interest, to interpose the weight of its influence, for the introduction of 
a reform which may relieve us from the imputation of being the instruments of 
oppression and injustice, of perpetuating the practical gradation of evils and 
abuses, which, unsupported by the military power of the Company, would 
speedily produce their natural consequences, successful resistance to the autho- 
rity of the Vizier, and general anarchy and confusion throughout his Excel- 
lency’s dominions. 


7. Your efforts of persuasion and remonstrance, which appear to his 
Lordship in Council to have been employed with distinguished judement and 
unremitted zeal and assiduity, having proved unavailing, the Governor-General 
in Council deems it his duty to interpose the influence of the British Govern- 
ment, ina more direct and decided form. Accordingly the Governor-General 
has addressed a letter to his Excellency the Vizier, referring to recent transac- 
tions, noticing the evils and errors of the existing system of the administration 
of the revenue, and siggesting the outline of a plan of reform which is recom- 
mended for his Exceflency’s adoption. 

8. An English copy of that Ictter is enclosed for your information: the 
original, in the Persian language, will be transmitted to you from the Persian 
department. 


9. The Governor-General in Council, adverting to the character and esta- 
blished habits of the Vizier, docs not entertain any sanguine hopes, that cither 
the proposed arrangemént will be carried into complete effect, or that the 
engagements which may be concluded under it will be faithfully adhered to. It 
is to be apprehended, that his Excellency will not be induced to accede to the 
terms of a just and moderate assessment, to sacrificc, for the hope of some 
permanent but distant benefit, any prospect, however fallacious, of immediate 
pecuniary profit; that, while he acquiesces in the expediency of the plan, he 
will interpose obstacles to its cfiicient execution; and that its operation will be, 
in a great measure, defeated by practices and abuses, which the ordinances of a 
wise and well constituted Government, or a strong and steady principle of justice 
in the governing power, is alone capable of restraining ; at the same timc, even 
a defective execution of the plan will be attended with some advantage. The 
engagements which may be concluded will, at least, form a criterion by which 
to judge of the merits of complaints of oppression, to regulate demands, to afford 
relief, or to inflict punishment; and some foundation will be laid for the gradual 
improvement of the system of administration. At all events, this Government 
discharges a positive duty, by employing its efforts for the correction of evils 
affecting its own interests, the interests of humanity and justice, those of his 
Excellency and of his subjects, and the prosperity and tranquillity of his domi- 
nions; and we preserve, by asserting and exercising it, that right of interference, 
which by disuse might prescriptively be lost or essentially impaired, and which, 
if not on the present, may on some future occasion be efficiently-excrcised. 


10. The Governor-General’s letter to the Vizier's address is intended to 
support the renewal of those efforts, which you have already so laudably, but inef- 
fectually, employed for the reform of the present ruinous and oppressive system 
of assessment and collection, 






11. It is not necessary that you should insist on an adhcre tes } 
letter of the arrangement suggested in the Governor-General’s Mapes. 
modifications of it may be required by the state of local circum st, we6,- and 
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even by the irremediable vices of the existing system ; but its four fundamental 
principles, viz., a just and moderate assessment, a settlement for a term of 
years, the conclusion of engagements by gradation from the Aumil to the Ityot, 


and the guarantee of those engagements, must form the basis of any system of 
modified reform. 


12. On your approved zeal, local knowledge, and address, the Governor- 
General in Council confidently relies, for any attainable degree of success in the 
execution of the duty thus committed to your charge. 


13. The Governor-General in Council would willingly lay a foundation for the 
introduction of that most efficient and beneficial system of reform, a permanent 
settlement of the land revenue. It is not, however, to be supposed, that a 
country which has been rendered so unproductive by an oppressive administra- 
tion, should in that state be ripe for a permanent settlement; or that a sovereign 
wedded to so vicious an administration as that of the Vizier, should be brought 
at once to the adoption of principles and measures so foreign to his own charac- 
ter and that of his government. Sach a proposition, therefore, cannot be 
brought forward at the present timc; but a fixed revenue from the land is, in 
other points of view, peculiarly suitcd to the condition of a government, 
which by its dependent connection with another, Is not subject to great occa- 
sional increase of charge, defensive or otherwise, and the expenses of which, 
therefore, may themselves be considered as permanently fixed. 


14, But although the present time is not favourable to so great a change, his 
Lordship in Council is of opinion that it should be an object of our policy gradu- 
ally to bring it about, and that Government cannot employ the influence which it 
has a right to exercise over the affairs of Oude, either more usefully or more 
worthily, than first in promoting the general improvement of the internal admi- 
nistration of that country, which is the purpose of the present measure, and sub- 
sequently in introducing, if possible, at a proper season, that radical principle of 


prosperity, both to government and people, the permanent settlement of its land 
revenues. 


15. You will not fail to observe that the Governor-General has not adverted, 
in his letter to the Vizier, to that branch of admiuistration, without which no 
arrangement for the due management of the revenues can ever be completely 
efficient, namely, the establishment of tribunals of justice for the protection of 
the lives and property of the subject, for the detection and punishment of crimes, 
for the redress of grievances, and for the adjustment of disputed claims. His 
Lordship has been withheld from introducing that subject, by his unwillingness 
to press at once upon his Excellency’s attention too many objects of reform, 
and thereby diminish the hope of his regard to any. A system of judicial admi- 
nistration, however, is so intimately connected with the efficient opcration of the 
proposed arrangement for the assessment and realization of the revenues, that 
the future, if not the immediate establishment of it, must be kept in view. It 
will be proper, therefore, that you should be prepared, at a convenient season, 
to urge this important topic; and to facilitate your eventual representations on 
this subject, I am directed to trace the weneral outlines and principles of the 
system of judicial administration which should be recommended to his Excel- 
lency’s adoption, although little hope can be entertained that he will ever, be 
induced to adopt it more than partially, if he adopt it at all. Still, however, in. 
brinigng formally to the notice of the Vizicr the vices and abuses of his admia, 
nistration, and in proposing a reform, it is necessary to represent to his Excela. 
Jency all the means by which that reform may be rendered effectual. 


16. The principles by which alone any efficient system of judicial arrange- 
ment can be regulated, must be those which form the basis of that system within 
our territories. 


17. The first asid 
holders, and fae 


igt 
° aie 
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fundamental measure would be to deprive the Aumils, land- 

Miners, of the civil and criminal jurisdiction which they at present 

Mistrol. : 

Meer Courts of justice should be established in all the districts under 
y's authority. These courts should be subject to the control and 

eal 21. superintendence 
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superintendence of a general court of justice to be established at the capital with 
appellate jurisdiction. 3 


19. The provincial courts should not be subject to the authority and control 
of the Aumils. On the contrary, the Aumils themselves, as well as every other 
description of persons residing within the several districts, should be amenable 
to the local courts of justice, or at least to the superior court established at 


the capital. 


20. The judges of the provincial courts should be amenable for all acts done 
in their official capacity, or otherwise, either to the superior court at the capital 
or to the intermediate courts, if it should be judged necessary to establish 


such. 


21. This arrangement should be combined with an efficient system of police 
throughout the country, calculated to secure the apprehension of offenders for tlic 
purpose of bringing them to Justice. 


29. This general system, modified as it necessarily must be in its details 
according to local circumstances and to the constitution of the Government, 
would sedaialy be the most efficient; but no hope can, perhaps, be enter- 
tained, that his Excellency will ever be induced to adopt it in its fullest extent. 
Even the charges of its establishment would appear to his Excellency to over- 
balance all the advantages of its adoption. He might possibly be persuaded, 
however, gradually to introduce some local tribunals, and lodge the control of 
their proceedings in a competent court established at the capital; and the esta- 


‘blishment of any channel through which complaints might be heard, grievances 


redressed, and crimes brought to light and punished, would yet be a positive 
advantage, and might, at least, lay the foundation of a more improved system 
of judicial administration. 


23. It is premature to entcr into any discussion of the details of this sug- 
gested measure: they will naturally arise out of the negociation, whenever it 
shall be in progress, and may be arranged without much difficulty. 


24. You will observe, that the Governor-General has judged it proper to 
advert, in his letter to the Vizier, to the two points of reference contained in 
your despatch of the fifth instant. His Lordship in Council entirely approves 
the tenor of the advice and remonstrances which you addresssed to his Excel- 
lency, respecting the dependants of the late Almass Alee Khan, and the 
resumption of Tufuzzool Hoossein Khan’s jagier, and desires that you will 
renew your representations on both those subjects, under the express sanction of 
the Governor-General’s authority. 


25. Our right to demand the adoption of more just and lenient proccedings 
with respect to the unfortunate family of Almass Alee Khan, than those which 
his Excellency has hitherto pursued, is more questionable than that which we 
possess, and are bound, indeed, by every obligation of justice, to exercise, of 
securing the family of the late Tufuzzool Hoossein Khan from the effects of his 
Excellency’s disposition to injure their condition. You will renew your efforts 
of persuasion In favour of the former; but with regard to the latter, you will 
distinctly signify to his Excellency, that the British Government considers itself as 
the guarantee of their rights, derived from his predecessor, and cannot acquiesce 
in any violation of them. I am directed to observe, that you repelled with 
eine spirit the ungenerous insinuations into which his Excellency suffered 

imself to be betrayed, on the occasion of your remonstrating against the 
assumption of Tufuzzvol Hoossein Khan’s jagier. 


I have, &c. 
Fort William, (Signed) N. B. Epmonsrownr, 
28th December 1810. Chief Secretary to Government. 


i 


Ordered, That in consequence of the foregoing letter, the following one be 
addressed by the Governor-General to his Exccllency the Vizier. | 


‘ T 
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To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 28th December 1810.) 


The Resident has regularly reported to me the details of his correspondence 
and the substance of his personal communications with your Excellency, on 
the subject of the measures which have been pursued with respect to the refrac- 
tory Zemindars in the districts of Pertaubghur and Sooltanpore, &c. The satis- 
faction with which I observed your Excellency’s acquiescence in the judicious 
arrangements suggested by the Resident, with a view to the settlement of those 
districts on principles calculated to obviate the occurrence of those disorders, 
which have so repeatedly required the employment of the British troops, and to 
secure the regular realization of your revenues, has been greatly impaired, by 
perceiving the obstacles which the conduct of your Ixcellency’s officers has 
opposed to the execution of the very measures which they were employed to 
facilitate. | 


It is not my intention, in this address, to notice the specific causes of inter- 
ruption in the accomplishment of the plan of arrangement proposed by the 
Resident, and adopted by your Excellency : these have been fully exposed in 
Captain Baillie’s representations to your Excellency ; but to solicit your atten- 
tion to a few observations which a review of past transactions and of existing 
circumstances, renders it my duty to submit to your Excellency’s consideration. 


Since the conclusion of the treaty of November 1801, scarcely a year has 
elapsed in which the British troops have not been employed for the purpose of 
reducing to obedience the refractory Zemindars in your Excellency’s territory, or 
of enforcing the payment of balances of revenue from Aumils and others, who 
were unable to fulfil their engagements. In fact, it may almost be said that the 
revenues of your country are collected at the point of the sword. As the burthen 
of these measures of rigour necessarily falls upon the Company’s Government; 
as the British troops are employed at the requisition of your Excellency, or of 
your Aumils, for the suppression of every disorder in the interior of your domi- 
nions, from whatever cause it may have arisen; your Excellency will certainly 
admit, that it is the duty of this Government to make some inquiry into the 
sources of this evil, and that we are entitled to expect the adoption of such a 
system of measures as, in the judgment of this Government, is calculated to 
counteract it, without injury to the rights and authority of your Ixcellency, 
which.,ye are bound by treaty to support. . 


This right of interposing our advice, indeed, is derived not only from the 
vary nature of the circumstances above described, but from the express terms of 
the sixth article of the treaty, by which your Excellency engaged to establish in 
your reserved dominions such a system of administration, (to be carried into 
effect by your own officers), as should be conducive to the prosperity of your 
subjects, and calculated to secure the lives and property of the inhabitants ; 
and your Excellency further engaged always to advise with, and act in confor- 
mity to, the counsel of the officers of the Honourable Company. 


With reference to this particular stipulation, the late Governor-General, Mar- 
quis Wellesley, in a paper which he delivered to your Excellency under his seal 
and signature, at the period of his visit to Lucknow in the year 1809, purporting 
to be a memorandum of the final result of the discussions between your Itxcel- 
lency and his Lordship, observed that your Excellency had engaged to advise 
with the British Government, and to conform to its counsels in the establishment 
of an improved system of administration within the reserved dominions, aid also 
in all affuirs connected with the ordinary government of these dominions, and 
with the usual exercise of your Excellency’s established authority. 


His Lordship in the same paper stated, that the Governor-General, when the 
importance of the subject should require, and the nature of the occasion should 
admit his immediate intercourse with your Excellency, would offer the advice of 
the British Government to your Excellency, by a direct communication, either 
in person or by letter, although the British Resident at Lucknow was the con- 
stituted local representative of that Government, and the ordinary and established 
channel of communication in all cases whatever, and his advice was to be received 
as proceeding immediately from the Governor-General. 


: The 
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The Resident, Captain Baillie, bas very properly discharged this function of 
his office, by repeatedly representing to your Excellency the errors and the evils 
of the system which prevails in the administration of the department of revenue 
throughout your Excellency’s dominions, and by urging the adoption of the 
measures best calculated to diminish or remove them. His endeavours, how- 
ever, although to a certain extent encouraged by your Excellency’s assent to some 
of his propositions, have not been successful: it, therefore becomes my duty, in 
the form of a direct address, to interpose the earnest advice and recommendation 
of the British Government on this important subject. 


The evils and abuses prevailing in the administration of the revenues arise 
principally from the destructive practice of assigning the charge of the collec- 
tions to persons who offer the highest terms; from the uncertain tenure by which 
the Aumils hold the charge of their respective districts; from the violation of 
the engagements contracted between the Aumils, Zemindars, under-renters, and 
Ryots; from the arbitrary and oppressive exactions which pervade the whole 
system of the revenue through every gradation, from the Aumil to the Ryot; 
from the defective and injudicious constitution of that system, and the injurious 
mode of making the collections. 


It is solely to the prevalence of this defective and destructive system of admi- 
nistration, that the refrictory disposition of the Zemindars, the failure of the 
Aumils and farmers in the execution of their engagements, the existence of heavy 
balances, and all the disorders which so frequently require the employment of 
troops, are to be attributed. 


These evils can alone be remedied by an essential change in the system of 
assessment, management, and collection. 


It would greatly facilitate the collection of the revenue, as well as increase 
the future resources of the country, if the assessment of the lands throughout 
the country should be regulated by the real assets of the several districts, to be 
ascertained by actual investigation and be fixed for a certain time, and if that 
assessment should be increased only in proportion to the augmentation of resources 
in the several districts, which might be expected to arise from an impyoveéd sys- 
tem of administration. The practice of assigning the districts to the charge of 


‘ persons who agree to pay the largest amount of revenue, or engage to realize the 


revenue of a country already over assessed, without regard to character and 
qualifications, or to the actual resources of the lands, combined with the limited 
and uncertain period of the Aumil’s tenure, impairs the sources of production, 
and encourages injustice, violence, and oppression ; since the Aumil, possessing 
no interest in the prosperity of the country, and solicitous of deriving the greatest 
possible profit from his temporary situation, or of avoiding a failure in his engage- 
ments, which he knows will be followed by confinement and the confiscation of 
his property, plunders and oppresses without restraint. 


The districts should be given in charge to persons of established and respec- 
table character, and of undoubted qualifications. Their tenure should be 
extended and secured to them, whilst their conduct should continue to merit’ 
the confidence of their sovercign. 


Fixed salaries should be assigned to them, and they should be allowed to 
derive a profit from the augmentation of the resources in their respective dis-. 


tricts, an augmentation, however, which should depend not on the over-assesr , 


ment of the lands, but on increased cultivation and population, which will be. 
the necessary consequence of the introduction of a just and moderate system af. 
administration. 


The revenue to be paid by the Zemindars, renters, and Ryots, should be fixed, 
on a full investigation of the capacity of the lands, by written engagements, . 
which should be guaranteed by the State ; and no more than what is specified in 
those engagements should, on any account, be exacted from the parties. 


The Zemindars and others with whom these engagements are contracted; 
should have the privilege of appealing to the authority of the Government against 


any violation of them on the part of the Aumils, who would thus be ead 
from 


OUDE PAPERS. 133 


from oppression and exaction; and a similar restraint should be imposed on the 
landholders and farmers, with respect to the engagements which they may take 
jrom others. | 


The conclusion of a settlement for a certain number of years on just and gy 


mederate terms, has ever been found to be highly conducive to the punetual 
realization of the revenues; and to the prosperity of the country. Hf the 
demands upon the landholder are continually fluctuating ; if the result of his 
industry and good management in increasing the cultivation and extending 
the resources of his land 1s only an immediate augmentation of the assessment, 
he is deprived of every inducement to exertion for the improvement of his 
estate, and, on the contrary, is tempted to obtain illicit profits, by oppression and 
injustice towards the under-renters and cultivators, 


The evils of the existing system have, in no instance, becn more strongly 
exemplificd, than in the extensive districts which were under the charge of the 
late Almass Alee Khan. Those districts, far too extensive to be capable of 
being managed by any individual Aumil, and assessed at an immodcrate rate, 
were successively consigned to Ruhmut Alee Khan and Mirza Jan, the adopted 
brother and son of Almass. Both, as might be expected, failed in their engage- 
ments, and have in consequence been involved in ruin; and those districts have 
now, I understand, been parcelled out to a number of petty farmers, without 
any reduction of the terms, and under circumstances which preclude the poss'- 
bility of the due realization of the revenue, without the gradual devastation of 
the Jands and the ruin of the landholders and peasantry. 


T know that the Resident has repeatedly represented to your Excellency the 
ruinous consequences of these measures, the impoulicy and impropriety of con- 
signing so large a portion of your dominions to any individual Aumil, and the 
expediency of appointing a number of trustworthy persons as Amecns, to 
investigate and report upon the real state of the districts aud the condition of the 
landholders and peasantry, with a view to a bencfictal arrangement for the 
future management of the country. 


The failure of his endeavours has induced me to notice this particular subject, 
inthe hope that your Excellency may be at length induced to perceive that the 
continuance of this system must be attended with every specics of oppression, 
exaction, and disurder, and ultimately destroy the productive sources of the 
country, and to adopt the suggestions which have so often and so earnestly been 
conveyed to you by the Resident. 


1 Lave another motive, also, for adverting to this particular branch of the 
general subject, namely, a humane consideration for the fate of the dependants of 
your late faithful servant, Almass Alee Khan, who were unfortunately led to 
undertake the management of his districts on terms which it was not possible for 
them to fulfil, and who are exposed to the rigours of confinement, and menaced 
with the confiscation of their property for the liquidation of balances of revenue, 
occasioned by an immoderate assessment of the lands entrusted to their manage- 
ment. On this subject I shall transmit particular instructions to the Resident, 
to whose representations, urged as they will now be under the express sanction 
of my authority, | entreat your Excellency’s favourable attention. 


It must be evident to your Excellency, that a system so erroneous and oppres- 
sive a sthat which now prevails throughout your Excellency’s dominions, must 
necessarily render a large proportion of your subjects turbulent and disaffected, 
Must perpetually occasion insurrection and disorder, and tend to the gradual but 
certain decrease of your revenues. On the other hand, I leave your [Excellency 
to judge with what extreme regret this Government observes the active services 
of its troops continually required for the perpose of entorcing this destructive 
system of administration. | 


But I have already stated arzuments sufficient to demonstrate the indispen- 
sable necessity of a reform.of that system, and Uhave sugested the gencral 
principles by which it would be highly improved: I shall, therefore, only add 
my earnest request, that your Excellency will give your serious and nnimnediate 
attention to the accomplishment of an object in every respect so important te 
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your interests, your reputation, the prosperity and tranquillity of your country, 
and the comfort and happiness of your subjects, in which salutary work the 
Resident will be prepared, under my instructions, to afford to your Excellency 
every degree of assistance and support. 


I cannot close this address without adverting to another topic, in some degree 
connected with the general subject of it. I allude to the intention which your 
Excellency has declared, of transferring the jagier of Tujummool Hoossein 
Khan to the management of an Aumil of your own selection, who should pay a 
certain yearly sum in lieu of it to the jagierdar. 

The peculiar circumstances under which that jagier was granted and guaran- 
teed to the family of the late respected ‘Tufuzzool Hoossein Khan, and the extra- 
ordinary claims to favour and indulgence which that family has both on your 
Excellency and the British Government, render it a positive duty, on my part, 
to solicit your Excellency, in the strongest manner, to abstain from the prose- 
cution of a measure so injurious to the interests of Tujummool Hoossein Khan. 


On this subject I have directed the Resident to renew his representations to 
your Excellency, and I confidently trust that this appeal to your Ixccllency’s 
justice will not be made in vain. 

Believe me, &c., 
A true copy : 
(Signed) N.B. Epmonsrone, 
Chief Secretary to Government. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 9th February 1811. 


To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Secretary to Government. 
Sir: 

1, I have the honour of transmitting to you, for the information of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-Gencral in Council, the enclosed copies of letters 
which I have lately received from Lieutenant-Colone! Palmer, detailing that 
officer’s proceedings with the detachment under his conymand, in the suppression 
of the refractory Zemindars and reduction of the several fortresses in the districts 
of Pertaubghur and Barellie. 


g. It is sncieee ys to be enabled to trace in those documents the progressive 
accomplishment of the particular objects of the Vizier’s Government, in which 
alone the responsibility of the British Government is involved, namely, the sup- 
pression of his Excellency’s rebellious subjects, and the capture and demolition 
of their fortresses, without any of the casualties of war. 


S. It is also satisfactory to observe, that the recent reports of the commanding 
officer of the British troops in Pertaubghur do not, as heretofore, contain com- 
plaints of the negligence and improper conduct of the oflicers of this Government, 
as tending to impede his operations; but, on the other hand, I am sorry to re- 
mark, that my information of the progress of those officers towards a just and 
moderate settlement of the revenue of the districts in question, or an arrange- 
ment calculated to ensure the permanent tranquillity of the country and the 
happiness and prosperity of its inhabitants, does not enable me, at present, to 
form any inference more favourable than that which was submitted in my des- 
patch on the subject, dated the 5th of December last. 


4. His Excellency the Vizier, however, has of late repeatedly assured me, 
that my suggestions, with a refcrence to those districts, have formed the basis of 
his positive injunctions to the several Aumils who are employed in them, and that 
a scheine of a triennial settlement, which he has reason to consider as satisfactory, 
will be furnished in a few days. 


5. With 
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5. With a reference to the Vizier’s recent arrangements for the large portion of 
his dominions which was formerly farmed by Almass, to his Excellency’s rigorous 
proceedings against Mirza Jan, and to the suspension of Tujummool Hoossein 
Khan’s authority in his jagier, the state of my discussions with his Excellency is 
exactly what it was when I last had the honour of addressing you. ‘The newly- 
appointed Aumils have proceeded to take cliarge of their districts. Mirza Jan 
is confined to his house, in the daily expectation of removal to prison; and 
the management of Tujummool Hoossein Khan's jagier has been transferred, 
without his consent, to a person named Sevook Ram, the former Dewan of 
Meah Ruhmut. 


6. This latter arrangement being intended and calculated to secure to 
‘Tujummool Hoossein Khan the sum of Rupees 40,000 per annum, as the clear 
revenue of his jJagicr, which is as much as it has recently yielded, is considered 
and maintained by his Excellency the Vizier to be no imnovation whatever ; 
while Tujuinmool Iloossein Khan represents, with apparent justice, the suspen- 
sion of his personal authority and control over the lands as, in fact, the conver- 
sion of his jagier into an annual pension for life. 


7. Having already thought it my duty to solicit the express commands of 
the Government on the two principal questions which are stated in this despatch, 
and perceiving the resolution of his Excellency the Vizier to persist in his own 
opinion with a reference to those questions, without offering any arguments 
which could produce an alteration in mine, I have abstained, and shall con- 
tinue to abstain, from pressing my sentiments on his consideration, till Tbe 
favoured with an answer to my despatch under date the 5th December. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
Ath January 1811. Resident. 





To Captain J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 
1 have the honour to acquaint you, that I have obtained possession of the 
torts of Rajghur, Jugdeespore, Shahghur, Pooroobgong, and Bursowlee, of 
which I have demolished the former ; but the other places are of such strength 
that I shall make but small progress in destroying the fortifications until the 
arrival of gunpowder and of the Bildars, of whom only eighty out of the five 
hundred, ordered by his Exccilency the Vizier, have yet arrived in my camp. 


This obstacle will prevent my moving from hence for some days ; but as soon 
as they arc destroyed, I shall proceed in tue further execution of your instruc- 
tions with all practicable expedition. 


I have, &c. 


Camp near Rajghur, Oude, (Signed) S. PALMER, . 
18th November 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 
Detachment. 


PRETENSE 


To Captain J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 
I have the satisfaction to acquaint you that I yesterday completcd the 
demolition of the undermentioned forts and ghurries : 


Shahghur, Kutscroo, 
Dukhangong, Kksariah, and 
Pendarlah, Oonchagong. 


I moved my detachment here this morning, and shall proceed to destroy, with 
as much expedition as is possible, the places hereafter named, of which | have 
been put in possession on my arrival : 7 


Syntah, Mowye, 

Rowsu, Nurrowlee, and 

Sungarrah, Burraroussie. 
Pyngah, 


I have 
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Bengal Political I have much pleasure in acquaiating you that I have received an ample supply 


ane of gunpowder, which I hope will enable me to carry on my operations with 
: € greater celerity than heretotore, 


I have, &c. 
Camp, Lodikabund, (Signed ) S. PALMER, 
7th December 1810. Licutenant-Colonel, commanding 
Detachment. 
Letter from To Captain J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir: 
Palmer. 


I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 6th instant, and 

J have now the honour to submit to you the result of the inquiry instituted by 

ine, in compliance with your desire, relative to the number of forts said to be 

in the possession of Mohun Loll OQopadhea, in the districts of Pertaubghur and 
Jarellic. 


I am at this moment occupied in destroying a ghurry named Bunnatica, and | 
have visited and carefully inspected a fort called Bholgong wa, which two places are 
all I can learn to be in his occupation. The latter place I conceive to be formida- 
able to the Aumils; but I have declined destroying it, on his representation that it is 
used as a prison for refractory persons in the jagiers of her Highness the Begum, 
who maintains there a company of Sepoys and three toomauns of native troops 
for its protection. IT would, however, wish to be favoured with your opinion on 
this head. Seetulla Bukhsh has most readily placed it at my disposal. 


In regard to the state of the district of Puttce, and the circumstances and pe- 
riod at which the fort of Gowra, after its surrender to a force under the command 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory, was restored to Deen Saby, to which you have 
called my particular attention in the second and third paragraphs of your letter, 
I shall submit to you, as soon as possible, what information Lam able to gain; 
but I must avail myself of this opportunity to Correct a misapprehension which 
appears in the papers accompanying your despatch, that Seetulla Bukhsh is tn at- 
tendance on me. He has been several weeks with the Aumil, during which 
time he has frequently paid his respects to me, and is 11 no Wise an attendant on 
tay camp, and [ carefully avoid interfering in any other way than usine my 
influence to induce those who display reluctance to come in to the Aumil and 
supcrintendant, and which I have successfully employed, in many instances, to 
bring in Zemindars who never before could be persuaded to venture into their 
presence. 


It has been represented to me,that Bowanny Bukhsh Talookadar is a nerson of 
exccllent character, who has constantly paid his rents, always treated the Aumil 
with subuitssion aud respect, and in no instance availed Lunself of the strength 
of his fort, Gurrawlee, to offer the slightest opposition to the Governinent, but 
that he has the misfortune to be surrounded by enemies, which renders it hiehly 
expedient that he should be permitted to retain it for his protection : T should, 
therefore, be glad to be allowed to make this place an exception to the general 
orders to destroy all the forts and ghurries in the country. 


Ihave, &c. 





Camp, Lodikabund, (Sioned) S. PALMER, 
Lith December 1810. Lieutenant-Coloncl, commanding 
Detachment. 
Letter from To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Licutcnant-Colonel Cons 


Palmer. : 
T have the Lonour to acquaint you, that having destroyed the places named 
in my letter of the 7th instant to your address, J yesterday moved my detach- 
ment 
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ment to this. ground, where I am occupied. in destroying the undermentioned Bengal Politica. 





forts : Coneultations, 
orts: ; : 9 Feb. 1811. 
Mohummudpore, 
Khorah, Letter frou 
hhotalee,. : Lieutenant-Colonel 
a . oe : Palmer. 
Atter which I shall change ground, in order to complete the demolition of 
Soojakhur, which has been only in part dismantled by the Aumil’s people, and 
then proceed in the further execution of your instructions. 
1 have, &c. 
Camp, near Kutala, (Signed) 5S. PALMER, 
18th December 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 
Detachment. 
To Captain J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. Letter from 
Sir: Lieutenant-Colonc] 
Palmer. 


I have the honour to acquaint you, that I yesterday received intelligence from 
Mohummud Ashruff, the Agent to his Excellency the Vizier, that a consider- 
able number of people had taken up a position in the fort of Ahmarooah 
(destroyed by me last month), situated in a thick jungle which completely sur- 
rounds the place, and which they had strengthened by means of the stockades, 
and were committing great disturbances in the surrounding country. 


I forthwith ordered against them a party consisting of a six-pounder, a troop 
of the Third Regiment of Cavalry, and two companies of the second battalion 
of the Eleventh Regiment, under command of Captain Agnew. 


I have much reason to be pleased with the promptitude with which Captain 
Agnew executed my instructions, by sending forward the cavalry under Lieute- 
nant Dunbar, with orders to surround the place to prevent their escape. All 
those who had not previously dispersed, on the arrival of the infantry and gun 
and the gate being forced open, were captured, to the number of twenty-seven . 
men, among whom was the leader, a refractory Zemindar ; and the detachment 
returned to tamp in the evening, leaving a company to prevent their re-as- 
sembling. 


The prisoners have been made over to the Vizier’s agent. 


I have, &c. 


Camp near Khatalie, (Signed) S. PALMER, 
24th December 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 
: Detachment.. 
To Captain J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. | Letter from 
Sir: Lieutenant- Colonel 
ir 
Palmer. 


I have the honour to acquaint you, that having demolished the places named 
to you in’ my letter of the 18th instant, and likewise dismantled the fort of 
Sujakhur, I yesterday morning moved my detachment to this ground, and am 
now occupied in destroying Khytoolah and Amowah, after which I shall proceed 
on the further execution of your instructions. 


Ihave, &c. 


Camp, Kytoolah, (Signed) S. Paxawen, 
29th December 1810. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 
Detachment. 
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EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS. 
The 23d February 1811. 


To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Secretary to Government. 
Sir | 
1. I am concerned to have occasion to transmit to you, for the information of 
the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, the enclosed copy of 
a letter which I have received from Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, commanding 
the troops in Pertaubghur. 


2. Immediately on my receipt of that letter, I transmitted a translation of the 
substance of it for the perusal of his Excellency the Vizier, and I addressed a 
letter to his Excellency in the terms of the accompanying document, to which 
I was yesterday honoured with a reply, a translation of which, and transla- 
tions of its several enclosures, are also conveyed to you by this despatch. 


$. I have further the honour of transmitting to you a copy of another letter, 
more recently received from Colonel Palmer, and a copy of my despatch to that 
officer, under date the 23d instant. 


4. I take this opportunity of acknowledging the receipt of your letter dated 
the 28th ultimo. The tenor of this despatch is gratifying to my feelings in 
the extreme, because it conveys to me the best possible reward of my humble 
though ardent exertions in the discharge of my public duty; the approbation of 
the Governor-General in Council. But it is also highly satisfactory, on the far 
more important ground of its affording that support to my exertions which must 
eminently contribute to their success, and ultimately tend to the reform of the 
corrupt and vicious system of his Excellency the Vizier’s administration. 


§. On my receipt of the Right Honourable the Governor-General’s letter to 
his Excellency the Vizier from the Persian department, I shall be prepared to 
renew my efforts of remonstrance and persuasion on the various topics of that 
letter, and the general subject of your despatch, with additional energy and with 
improved means of success. 


I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Barxuizy, 
24th January 1811. Resident. 


” To J. Baillie, Esq. Resident at Lucknow. 
It: 

I am under the painful necessity of making known to you, that contrary to 
the tenor of the Vizier’s proclamation, “ that the lands in this province shall 
‘‘ be assessed at such reasonable rates as to render the payment of the revenue 
‘« easy to the subject,” his Excellency’s Agent, Mohummud Ashruff, has lately, 
in various instances which have come to my knowledge, imposed the mest bur- 
thensome and highest possible terms on many of the Zemindars, and 1 have the 
mortification to perceive that the presence of tbe British detachment under my 
command is made use of solely, though under other pretences, to intimidate 
such persons as venture a remonstrance into an agreement to conclude a settle- 
ment at the most exorbitant rates. 


The obvious consequences of such behaviour of the Commissioner are 4 
renewal of those discontents which have so long prevailed, and which the 
assurances contained in his Excellency’s proclamation in a great measure caused 
to subside, a total distrust in such proclamations in future, and the difficulty 
which will attend the collection of the revenue, if the payment of it should not 
be altogether refused or evaded. 


I deem it my positive duty to apprize you of these proceedings, that you 


may take such steps as you think expedient to prevail on his sai the 
awau 
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Nawaub to put a stop to the unauthorized conduct of his servants, which neces- 
sarily tends to reflect discredit on the Government. 


I have, &c. a 
Camp, Comaldipore, (Signes) 5S. PaLMeEr, 
17th January 1811. leutenant-Colonel, commanding 
Detachment. 


To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 21st January 1811.) 


With the greatest reluctance and concern, I submit, for your Excellency’s 
information, the enclosed translation of a letter which I have this day received 
from Colonel Palmer. 


Although the opinion which I originally formed of-Mohummud Ashruff, 
from the contents of his own arzee to your Excellency, a copy of which was 
transmitted from the Presence for my perusal, has never in any respect been 
changed, and is exactly as now represented by Colonel Palmer; yet, having 
repeatedly submitted that opinion to your Excellency at an early period of 
Mohummud Ashruff’s deputation to Pertaubghur, and having reason to believe 
that your Excellency’s positive orders had been issued to him in the spirit of my 
suggestions, as well as supposing from Colonel Palmer’s silence on the subject 
that those orders had been strictly obeyed, I refrained from urging your Excel- 
lency further on the subject, and contented myself with transmitting, in the dis- 
charge of my own duty, for the notice of the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General in Council, translations and copies of those letters which had passed 
between your Excellency and me, and which I had received from Colonel Palmer, 
on the subject of the proceedings in Pertaubghur. 


But as Colonel Palmer has now represented the improper conduct of Mohum- 
mud Ashruff in such a light as to give evident grounds for the apprehension of the 
most serious disorders in the country, and even to induce the belief that the employ- 
ment of the British troops in those districts has been rendered the instrument of 
extortion and oppression by the officers of your Exce!llency’s Government, to the 
manifest injury and discredit of both states, I am again reduced to the necessity 
of submitting a solemn remonstrance against the ruinous conduct of those 
officers, and of calling on your Excellency to explain the cause of this departure 
from your orders, and from my repeated exhortations, in the propriety of which 
you have been pleased to acquiesce. If Mohummud Ashruff have asserted to 
your ee the justice of his assessments and demands, on grounds whicl: 
seem worthy of consideration, let me be acquainted with those grounds, that L 
may immediately instruct Colonel Palmer to confront Mohummud Ashroff with 
the Zemindars ; and, in the case of his establishing the justice of his demands, 
the Colonel shali be ordered to enforce them, or otherwise to protect the Zemin- 
dars. But if your Excellency shall reject this suggestion, it must then become 
my bounden duty, in pursuance of the orders which I have received, to depute 
an Ameen to the district to ascertain the real circumstances of the case, and 
report to me on the subject. 


A true copy : 


(Signed) J. Barrrre, 
Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier, to J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
(Received the 23d January 1811.) 


I have recelved your letter of the 21st instant, conveying for my information 
a translation of a letter to your address from Colonel Palmer. The case is this: 
no concern of my Government is ever concealed from you. Before my 
receipt of your letter I had received accounts of a similar nature, and in conse- 
quence issued my orders to Dyakrishen on the 18th instant, a copy of which is 
enclosed‘for your information, and from which you will not fail to be convinced 
that it is not my wish that the Ryots should in any manner be oppressed. I also 


senal 
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send a eopy of the orders which have now been issued to Dyakrishen and Mo- 
hummud Asbruff. 


There is no occasion whatever to depute an Aumeen as you propose. 


A true translation: 


(Signed) J. Bari, 
: Resident. 


Grenrerane 


Translation of the Shookha addressed to Roy Dyakrishen. Dated the 18th 
January 1811. 


Your arzee, dated the 12th instant, in answer to the shookla of the Presence, 
has been received, and I am directed by the Presence to inform you that the 
assessment of the kbam Elakas, and the terms of the kabooleats, whether for three 
or. four years, must be managed in sucht a manner as to ensure the realization of 
the revenue and preclude loss to the State, as well as the oppression of the Ryots 
and consequent discredit of the Presence. If exorbitant assessments be made, 
the revenue will not be collected and disturbances will be excited in the country. 
It is also desired that you make a settlement with the least practicable delay. It 
has been reported to the Presence, that the affairs of Sooltanpore are in a fair 
way; you must, therefore, after having made the settlement for Pertaubghur, 
proceed to the Elaka of Dalmow, and after settling that Elaka you must report 
to the Presence respecting the settlement of Sooltanpore, and act agreeably to 
the orders which may hereafter be issued to you. Many conversations took 
place in the Presence respecting the nankar of several mehauls, on which subject 
you were fully instructed before your departure; and it is very extraordinary 
that, though well acquainted with the wishes of the Presence, you should con- 
tinue to act contrary to them. 


With respect tv what you have stated respecting the personal attendance of 
the former officers to compare the accounts, you must be well aware that the 
former Aumil, Peishcar aud other officers cannot now attend you. You your- 
self formerly represented that the papers of Hoolas Sing were in confusion, and. 
that the documents in the possession of the Zemindars must have been made out 
agreeably to their particular wishes and views, and were therefore totally useless.. 
Your present representations on this subject are of course unavailing. 


With regard to the security from Mohun Loll which you have stated, the case 
is, that that person was sent for by the Presence, and every mark of kindness 
shewn to him. He was desired to pay the amount which was settled in your 
presence ; yet he has not hitherto paid any thing, nor come to any settlement 
whatever. If such be his conduct with regard to his own concerns, of what use 
is his security for others ; therefore you must adopt some other measure. 


With regard to farming the Elakas to Talookadars, and the terms of their 
engagements, which you have stated, you must endeavour, if possible, to make 
every Elaka Kham; and if this cannot be accomplished, you must adopt such 
uther measures as may ensure the realization of the revenues. 


A copy of the akhbar of Nowncith Roy is sent for your information, and you 
are ordered to make all the settlements in such a manner as to preclude disrespect 
to the Government, or oppression of the Ryots. 


Akhbar of Nowneith Roy, dated the 14th Junuary 1811. 


Nowneith Roy, Aumil, paid a visit to Colonel Palmer, returned to his tent, 
and about three o'clock p.m. went with the Ryots of Pertaubghur to Dyakrishen, 
and with him and Mohummud Ashiruff transacted business relative to the settle- 
ment with the Zemindars. ‘The above Aumil having returned to his tent at 
night, told Byreesal, the Talookadar of Rampore, that the orders of the Presence 


had in view the ease and convenience of the Ryots, but that the assessments of 
the 
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fhe lands were made at a most exorbitant rate, and that if collections were made 
agreeably to those assessments the Ryots would inevitably. be ruined. 
| True translation : | 


(Signed) J. Barxuie, 
Resident. 





Translation of a Shookha addressed to Mohummud Ashruff, 27th of Zeehijj, or 
23d January 1811. 


A copy of the Resident’s letter, and a copy of the translation of one which was 
enclosed in it from Lieutenant-Calonel Palmer, have already been forwarded to 
Roy Dyakrishen, and you are also directed to peruse those letters with attention. 
It appears from the contents of those documents, that your assessments are fixed 
at very exorbitant rates, notwithstanding the orders which were formerly issued, 
forbidding you to exact any increase which might be the means of distressing the 
Ryots, and eventually causing loss to the Government, both which are highly 
imoroper. You are further directed to make a just and fair settlement with 
Zubber Sing, ia such a manner as uot to give cause of distrust to others, nor to 
give any person cause to complain of your exorbitant assessments. Should 
Zubber Sing, however, prove refractory, you will, of course, apply to the Colonel 
for his assistance in punishing him; and if the Colonel agree, it is well, other- 
wise submit to the Presence the real circumstances of the case; but you are en 
no account to distress the Ryots unjustly. , 


A true translation: 


(Signed) J. BAIuutre, 
Resident. 


RPA 


Translation of the Shookha addressed to Roy Dyakrishen, dated the 
23d January 1811). 


Your arzee, dated the 18th instant, in which you state the fortresses in Per- 
taubghur have been demolished, and that you are occupied in dismantling those 
in Gurhametie, after which it is your intention to proceed to other Elakas, the 
account also of the noneattendance of Dewan Zubber Sing, Talookadar, the im- 
proper expenditure of Jendypershaud, his dismission from office, and the ap- 
pointment of another person in his stead, &c. has been received. 


I am directed to transmit to you a copy of a letter received from the Resident, 
&c., exactly as in the shookha to Mohummud Ashruff, with the addition of the 
following paragraph : : 


‘* The removal of Jendypershaud has been approved, and you must realize the 
“amount of the sum which he has.embezzled. Whatever you deem proper with 
“ regard to the talooka of Bhoolpore may be done, provided no loss occur to the 
‘* Government.” | 

A true translation : 


(Signed) J. BAILLIE, | 
Resident. 





To J. Baillie, Esg., Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

I Have the honour to acquaint you, that the detachment under my command 
marched to this ground yesterday morning, ‘and that, during its encampment 
near Comaldipore, the undermentioned places were destroyed, some of which 
were of strength, and-all capable of making resistance against a native power: 


Kannoo, -_ Bissawan, 
Jogepoorah, . Burreebandeh, 
Bhowpoorah; : : Shingenee, 
Dandiapoorah, Ramghur,: 
Nagmunpoorah, Pa Himmutghur. °° 


2 0 I expect 
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T expect to tearn in the course of the day-that Bhotgonge and Nurrowli¢ .are 
completely dismantled, and somé, places in ‘Deleippore have been demolished by 
parties from the detachment, the names of which J have not learned. ‘i 


| | I have &c. 
Camp near Behadur, (Signed) S. Parmer, | 
Jgth January.1811. | Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 


Detachment. 





To Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, commanding in Pertaubghur. 


* Sir: a | foe eee 
1’ I have the henour to acknowledge the receipt of your: thtee sepatate 
despatches, dated the 4th, 17th, and 19th instant, the first and lytser .xeporting 
your proceedings for my information, and that of the )7th instaptdescribing 
the improper conduct of his Excellency the Vizier’s Aumil, in Jopoping exor- 
‘bitant rategiof assessment on many of the Zemindars. oe ore were 
; ae Ge 8 . 2 po aH 
' 2, Tentirely.cencur in your opinion of the expediency and aevessity of putting 
an immediate step to those unjust proceedings of the Aumil, ‘and’I‘have aceord- 
ingly addressed an application on this subject, in strong terms, to’his Excellency 
the Vizier, the result ef which shall be conveyed to you hereafter, (9° 


aE Ae 

3. In the meantime, I deem it proper to apprize you that Mohuawond, Aghruff, 
‘being probably aware of your opinion of his conduct, and af your iatention of 
reporting that opinion to me, has anticipated your report of his proceedings by 
an arzee addressed to his Excellency the Vizier, in which he. complains of your 





v 


4 


having threatened to retura with your detachment to cantonments, unless he 


released from confinement, and delivered over to you, certain Zemindars and 
others belonging to the village of Amrooah, who were confined for atrears of 
revenue justly due to the Sircar. : 


4. A translation of the arzee in question is accordingly transmitted for your 
perusal, and with the view of enabling you to convey a satisfactory explanation 
of the circumstances of which the Aumil has complained. | 


5. i shall be happy with this explanation to receive a detailed accquat of the 
several instances of extortion, or exorbitant assessment, en the part of the Aumil, 
which are alluded to in your despatch of the 17th instant, and:arzees frowp such 
of the Zemindars as mey have preferred complaints upoo this aubject toyow 

6. I take this opportunity of recalling your attention to the Chird paragraph of 
amy letter of the 6th ultimo, having reference to the fortress of Gowra, which 
does not appear to be contained in any of the lists of fortresses dismantled under 
your authority that have hitherto been transmitted to my aftice. 

I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
23d January 1811. | Resident. 





Translation of the Arzee of Mohummud Ashruff, dated 16th January 1811. 


About twelve o'clock to-day Colonel Palmer sent his Chupprassie to me, 
with a message that he would march in the morning. I was sitting at the time 
with Roy Dyakrishen, and stated to him that the Zemindars and Taleokadars of 
Ahmetie not attended, and if I left the Elaka now it would be .a very difh- 
cult matter to take them attend hereafter, especially.as most of them . were 
refractory: I therefore thought it would-be. adxisable to semain.two days 
longer, as by shat period the- whole. of the Talaokadess.in Ahmetie would have 
attended, when we could tske them with us aad remove to.Soaltanpore, where 
the settlement of both Elakas, Abmetie aad Saoltanpor, might be made. The 
Roy replied, that he also was of the same opinion; and I immediately waited 
on the Colonel, and represented the above circumstances to him, when he said 
that it was of no consequémeé, and thas, he would remain two days iohger at my 
request. Shortly after a Bengatlee and*a Sirdar bearer ‘belonging .to Colonel 


Palmer 
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Palmer came in, and said to the Colongl. that the affairs of the Zemiudars of 


Amrooah had not yet been settled, though’ he Hatt been brought away in con- 
finement, and consequently that the Colotiel was ‘the cause of the ruin of this 
Zemindar. The Colonel asked me what they‘wére saying; to which I replied, 
that about twenty days ago the Tufreekdar of Amrooah had given in a kabooleat 
for the sum of four thousand rupees, and though myself, Roy Dyakrishen, and 
‘Nowneith Roy, had admonished the Zemindar to liquidate this amount, yet hc 
would neither consent to pay it nor cause the attendance of the Assameés to 
render his Elaka kham ; consequently, that we were compelled to take a kaboo- 
leat from one of the Hissadars: but even now, if the Zemindar would give 
security for the just assessment of the lands, after being measured by the 
Ameen of the Sirkar, that we were ready to put him in possession. The 
Colonel admitted that this was. very fair, and asked what more the Zemindar 
‘could expett: I'thea took my leave, and returned. About four o'clock p.m. 
the abovagmrentioned Bengallee:and the Colonel’s Jemadar of Chupprassies came 
to me; ‘and said-the.Colonel desired I would send to him all the Zemindars and 
Assamees of the talooka of Amrcoah whom I had brought in confinement with 
me, .qrelse. that the Colgnel would return to cantonments. I replied, that it 
was-not.a matter of such importance as to cause the Colonel's displeasure, and 
accordipgly desired my Chobdar to accompany the Bengallee and Jemadar, with 
the Zemindars and Assamees in question, to the Colonel’s, and to tell him that, 
as I was convinced he did not wish for any loss to the Government, he might 
‘do with those persons whatever he pleased. The Bengallee answered to this, 
that I: must not send a Chobdar with him, but might send him another day. I 
replied, that ‘he had received orders to take the prisoners to the Colonel imme- 
diately, or else the Colonel would go away; why, therefore, did he not take 
them with him? Tf then ordered Culloo Chobdar to go with them; and the 
Bengaltee said he would explain the matter to the Colonel. I desired my 
Chobdar to tell the Colonel that the prisoners were sent to him agreeably to his 
orders: that I had offered them to the Bengallee and his Chupprassie, but that 
they would not receive pe of them. ‘The Bengallee-and Chupprassie went 
to the Colonel, and stated whatever they thought proper. When my Chobdar 
sent in word to the Colonel that he was in waiting, the Colonel said that he had 
no business with him, and would not then see him. The Colonel sent for the 
Havildar major, and told him within hearing of my Chobdar to collect the 
Sepoys who were dispersed in destroying forts. My Chobdar returned, and 
related the above circumstances to me. I have never deviated from the orders 
of the ‘Colonel, and yet he appears to be displeased with me and to act in this 
-manner, on-tRhat account. I dare not lessen the amount of the kabooleat 
formerly -given in, to the loss of the Sircar, without orders, and therefore I 
_await your Excellency’s orders on this subject. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
Resident. 


Ordered, That the foregoing letter do lie for consideration. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
| The 9th March 1811. 


. To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Secretary to Government. 
Sir: | i ee 

' In continuation of the subject of my dispatch of the 24th ultimo, I have the 
honour of transmitting to you, for the information of the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General in Council, the enclosed copies of letters which have since 
passed between me and the officer commanding the troops at Pertanbghur, with 
copies of the several documents which are referred to in those letters. 


I have, &c. 


(Signed) J. Barcuie, 
( — Resident. , 
'o) 


Lucknow, : , 
16th. February 1811. 
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To Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, commanding at Pertaubghur. 

I solicit the favour of your.attention to the annexed translation of a letter 
which I have received from his Excellency -the Vizier, and I request that you 
will be pleased to inform me of the particular nature of the circuinstances under 
which Mohummud Ashruff has urged crea a oi of your halting in any Elaka, 
and you have thought it your duty ¢o decline a. compliance with his suggestion. 


TD have, &e. 


Lucknow, | ts + (Signed) I, BatLize, 
50th January 1811. | Resident. 





From his Excellency the Vizier, to J. Baillie, Eaq., Resident at Lucknow, (Re- 
ceived 29th January 1811.) -. . ee a ; 

Mohunrmud Ashruff has represented to the Presence, that Colonel Palmer is 
extremely igapatient on the subject of marching from one place t6 another; and 


that although, on one or two occasions, in consequence of Mohummud Ashruff’s 


representation that the affairs in the neighbourhood of his camp were not yet 
settled, the Colonel had promised to halt, yet again he seemed equally impatient, 
and could not be prevailed upon to remain. : | 


As the settlement of the Elaka of Pertaubglrur is now nearly completed, if the 
Colonel remain there a little longer, I make no doubt that the whole Elaka will be 
properly arranged; and therefore I desire that you will be.pleased to instruct 
Colonel*Palmer to regulate his marches and halts, for the future, as, Mohummud 
Ashruff may suggest, and whenever Mohummud Ashruff may inform bim that 
the affairs of any particular Elaka are completely settled, then and then only to 
march to another Elaka. In this way the affairs of each Zilla will be properly 
settled in its turn; whereas, in the case of the Colonef’s hurrying on from place 
to place, what has been settled will again fall into confusion. | 


A true translation : 
(Signed) J. BArore, 
_ Resident. 
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To J. Baillie, Eaq., Resident at Lucknow. | 

I have to acknowledge the receipt.of your letter of the 30th. ultimo, communi- 

cating to me the contents of a letter to your address from the Vizier, in which his 

Excellency notices a complaint from Mohummud Ashruff, that I bave; in-various 

instances declined complying with his desire to remain in certain. situations a 
sufficient time to enable him to conclude.the settlement. 


me or 


In reply thereto, I beg leave to observe to you that I have invariably halted a 
reasonable and sufficient period to admit of his effecting a settlement of the 
country, though I certainly had occasion to decline a campliance with his re- 
peated solicitations for further delay, as conceiving that I should thereby unne- 
cessarily postpone the execution of the line of operations. prescribed to me, and 
which I conceive to be, in the first instance, confined to the capture and demo- 
lition of the forts and ghurries with which this country abounds, and to obtain 
possession of which the presence of the.force under .ny command before them is 


indispensable. . _ yas 

I beg to call your attention to the obvious necessity which exists of my being 
furnished with pésitive instructions for my guidance, fo this respect, and defining 
the exact degree of attention to be paid to thie désires. gnd requisitions of the 
agent, Mohummud Ashruff, which has not yet been one, Tam well aware of 
the necessity of the appearance of ‘a British forca tO awe the Z indars into a 
compliance with even the most moderate ‘and equttable assesaments, and ‘am 
most ready to afford every ussistance: in my power, but T en. of Opinion this 
object can be obtained by aidétachm | 







s: 


wi 





ee d by adétachment from my force, to accompany and to 
remain with the agent," and I’ perceive extreme inconvenigngs, fram the onsen 
| clay 
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delay of the whole force under my command, fn awaiting the slow progress of Benge! olivical 
his negociations, to the first object of the detachment taking the field, that of OR iGi 
destroying the fortresses. 


: : ; Letter fi 
I beg the favour of an early reply to my proposal to furnish him with a party Uieulenane- Colonel 


which would be sufficient for his purposes, and to procced myself into the Sool- Palmer. 
tanpore district, after having destroyed the places in this province which the 

advanced period of the season renders desirable should be done with the least . 

possible delay. The whole detachment can be united and exclusively employed, 

should it be the pleasure of his Excellency the Vizier, in the settlement of the 

revenues. 


I take this opportunity of acquainting you, that all the fortresses of import- 
ance in this district are dismantled, and that I have received intelligence that the 
fort of Gowra has been completely demolished. 


I have, &c. 


Camp, near Madah, (Signed). S. Parmer, 
2d February 1811. Lieutenant-Colonel, cominanding 
Detachment. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, commanding at Pertaubehur. Letter 
- from Resident at 
Sir: ; : : Lucknow. 
1. The substance of your letter, dated the 2d instant, having been communi- 


cated to his Excellency the Vizier, I have the honour of transmitting, for your 
information and guidance, a translation of his Excellency’s answer to my commu- 
nication on that subject. 


2. The explanation which you have given of the circumstances which were 
stated in the form of a complaint by Mohummud Ashruff, seems to me to be 
entirely satisfactory, and has been considered in the same light by his Excellency 
the Vizier. 


3. You will, therefore, consider yourself as authorized to proceed to the district 
of Sooltanpore without any further delay, after the forts in Pertaubzhur and 
Dalmow Barellie shall have been demolished, leaving only such a portion of your 
force in attendance on Mohummud Ashruff as may appear to you to be indis- 
pensable towards that Aumil’s support, in concluding his settlements with the 
Zemindars on just and moderate terms. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAILire, 
9th February 1811. Resident. 


From his Excellency the Vizier to J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. Letter 
(Received 8th February 1811.) from the Vizier. 


I have received your letter of yesterday’s date, conveying, for my information, 

a translation of Colonel Palmer’s letter to your address, suggesting the propriety 
of Colonel Palmer’s proceeding to the district of Sooltanpore with the force under 
his command, for the purpose of demolishing the fortresses and ehurries in that 
Elaka, leaving a sufficient detachment with Mohummud Ashruff tor the purpose 
of the settlements, &c., and requesting a communication of my sentiments on 
this subject, with a view to your issuing the necessary instructions to Colonel 
Palmer. Your suggestion appears to me to be highly proper; and you will 
accordingly direct Colonel Palmer to proceed to the Elaka at Sooltanpore, and 
destroy the whole of the fortresses in the possession of the Zemindars in that 
district, without any exception whatever. I shall issue my orders to Fual Alee, 
the Aumil of Sooltanpore, directing him to attend Colonel Palmer, on his arrival 
m the district, and to continue in waiting on the Colonel till the conclusion of 
the service in that district. From the constant attendance of the Aumil two 
benefits will be derived, viz., first, the regular supply of provisions, and of 
every article which the Colonel may require; and, secondly, that if any of the 
Zemindars in that zillah make false repre-cntations to Colonel Palmer, the Aumil 
2 P will 
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will ascertain the circumstances df the case, and report them in their true light 
to the Colonel. The Aumil will also state in a distinct manner the situation, 
strength, &c. of the several fortresses in the district. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Bariuiz, 
Resident. 





To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 
1. I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th instant, and 
I shall henceforward act according to the instructions contained therein. 


2. I have the pleasure to acquaint you, that the undermentioned forts and 
ehurries have been destroyed since my last report, besides six or seven others, 
the names of which have not yet reached me : 


1. Dummepore, 9. Dewar, 

2. Moraine, 10. Chandowke, 
3. Rampore, 11. Sunpoorah, 
4, Mudpore, 12. Lubbeatpore, 
5. Botour, 13. Meahendiah, 
6. Raypore, 14. Tolah, 

7. Sungheurh, 15. Durceahpore. 


8. Rameunge, 


I have, &c. 


Camp, Luckipore, (Signed) S. Pramer, 
12th February 1811. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 
Detachinent. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, commanding at Pertaubghur. 
Sir: 

1. In pursuance of the intention which was expresscd to you in my private 
letter of the Oth instant, I have now the honour of transmitting to you, for your 
information and guidance, the enclosed copies and translations of letters which 
have recently passed between his Excellency the Vizicr and me, on the subject of 
commotion excited and public revenue withheld by certain refractory Zemindars 
in the district of Tanda Mobaruckpore, together with a statement of some small 
fortresses or ghurries in that district which itis his !xccllency’s wish to have 
destroyed ; and a copy of a letter having reference to the state of the district in 
question, and of the adjacent districts of Akberporc and Dostpore, which I 


addressed to his Excellency the Vizier on the 12th instant, with a translation of 


his Excellency’s answer to that letter. 


2. The commanding officer of the troops at Sooltanpore, and the officer com- 
manding in Akberpore, will both be instructed to consider themselves as under 


your immediate command, from the date of your arrival within the district of 
Sooltanpore, and during the period of yourencampment tn that district; and the 
latter officer will further be directed to convey to you the most accurate informa- 
tion which he can procure of the state of the country in general, as well as to 


report to you, in detail, his own particular proceedings at the requisition of the 
Vizier’s Ausmil of Akberpore, from the date of his arrival in that district. 


3. The communications of these officers, and of his Excellency the Viziers 
Aumils in’ Akberpore, Dostpore, and in Vanda, will be useful in aiding your 


Judgment regarding the measures which it may be expedient to adopt, for the 


subjection of the refractory Zemindars and reduction of the several fortresses in 
the three districts in question ; and Iam disposed to augur the speedy accom- 
plishinent of those objects as the result of your judicious proceedings, under the 


instructions now conveyed to you, without any necessity for your advance i 
tne 
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the troops and battering train under your personal command beyond the limits 
of the district of Sooltanpore, which is the scene of your present operations. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
14 February 1811. Resident. 





From His Excellency the Vizier to J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
(Received the 28th January 1811.) 


I transmit for your information the enclosed copy of an arzee which I have 
received from Mohummud Hoossein, the Aumil of Tanda, and I request that you 
will offer such suggestions on this subject as may appear to you to be necessary 
and proper. 

A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Baris, 
Resident. 





Arzee of Mohummud Hoossein, the Aumil of Tanda, dated the 24th January 1811. 


I have been honoured by the receipt of your Excellency’s gracious shookha, 
dated the 16th instant, in answer to my arzee of the 11th, in which I requested 
that a detachment of two companies of Sepoys and two guns, with fifty sowars 
might be sent into this district, for the purpose of quelling disturbances excited 
by Jylall Mustoo Sing, and others, who were in a state of rebellion against the 
Government, and directing me to use conciliatory measures in making the scttle- 
ment with those Zemindars, and in the event of the failure of those measures, to 
represent the circumstances to the Presence. Agreeably to your I:xcellency’s 
‘command, [ shall endeavour to make a settlement without resorting to coercive 
ineasures, and shall hereafter submit the result. 


A true translation : 
(Signed) J. Baiiiie, 
Resident. 


To His Excellency the Vizicr. (Written the ¢9th January 1811.) 


I have received your Excellency’s letter of yesterday’s date, conveying for my 
information a copy of an arzee from Mohummiud Hoossein, the Aumil of Tanda. 


If it meet your Excellency's approbation, I suggest the propricty of detaching 
the two companics which are now acting in the district of Akberpore, after the 
settlement of that district, (which if not already completed must be so very 
shortly,) to Tanda. But it is absolutely necessary, before I can issue any 
instructions on the subject, that 1 be furnished with a correct statement of the 
number and force of the refractory Zemindars in the district of Tanda, and a 
description of their fortresses, if they have any. 


A true copy : 
(Signed) J. DAiuurr. 





Trom His Excellency the Vizier to J. Baillic, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
(Received the 8th February 1811.) 


I have received your letter, dated the 29th ultimo, in answer to mine of the 
preceding day, suggesting the employment of the two companies of Scpoys now 
acting in Akberpore, after the settlement of that district, in the district of Tanda ; 
and requesting a correct statement of the number and force of the refractory 
Zemindars in the district of Tanda, and to be informed whether they have any 
fortresses or not. 


Mohummud Hoossein, the Aumil of Tanda, having sometime ago submitted to 
the Presence a list of the fortresaes and a statement of the several refractory 
Zcmindars, 
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ye ae litical Zemindars, 1 transmit a copy of that document for your, information. After. 


oT igi perusing this statement, you will issue such instructions on the subject as may 


appear to be necessary and proper. 





I etter 
from the Vizier. 


Statement of the seocral Ghurries. 
In Tanda eight Ghurries, viz. 


Enclosure. Ist. In the village of Jelalpore, attached to Bypooreh, is the newly-built 
ghurry of Bhoolpore or Phoolpore, which has a ditch and bamboo fence, and is 
in the possession of Burear Sing, the Zemindar of Gowar, in pergunnah Sool- 
tanpore, and is situated to the westward of the high road from Tanda to Luck- 
now, about five coss from the former place. Ten matchlockmen are constantly 
in this ghurry; and in cases of resistance they collect a great many men to assist 
them. 


2d. In the village of Buchoopoor is Tendooa, a strong ghurry with a bamboo 
fence. It has been in the possession of Dulgeet Sing, the Talookadar of Chan- 
dapore Bidhur for some years; is situated about three coss from the fortress of 
Tanda, in a southerly direction. Five matchlockmen are always in this ghurry, 
and they can collect a thousand men to their assistance. 


3d. In the village of Chanwan, the Elaka of Morad Khan Malgoozar, is an 
old ghurry surrounded by a ditch: on the west a bamboo jungle; on the south 
a deep tank; on the east isa dry tank; and near the ditch, to the northward, is 
a populous village. It is situated about six coss to the westward of the fortress 
of Tanda, and on the main road to Lucknow. ‘Ten matchlockmen live in this 
ghurry, and they can collect about onc hundred men to their assistance. 


4th. In the village of Beharee Deh, the Elaka of Meer Hoossein Alee, (the 
Zemindar who has been appointed in the present fusly year 1218 to the kham 
collections,) is a very old ghurry. It is surrounded by a ditch and thorny trees. 
Two or three matchlockmen, servants of Hoossein Alec, live in this ghurry. 


Sth. In the village of Teekumparch is a bamboo enclosure, capable of making 
resistance. Within this enclosure bhoojawun Sing, Bootakee Sing, and others, 
have laid foundations of houses. About one hundred men are in this place; and 
in cases of resistance, about one hundred more come to their aid from the vil- 
lage of Zeidpore, in the Elaka of Meyhouray attached to Akberpore, which is 
the zemindary of the above persons. ‘They are principally assisted by Burear 
Sing Buntley Wallah. 


6th. In the village of Sabekpore is the house of Busawun Mokordhun, 
within a bamboo enclosure and surrounded by a ditch. At the gateway, Pursun 
Sing Rhywar, an inhabitant of the village of Surwa Pergunnah Umsun, attached 
to Akberpore, with five matchlockmen, has a thannah. When they oppose the 
Aumil they can collect about one hundred men. ‘This place is situated about 
seventeen coss to the westward of the fortress of Tanda. 


7th. In the lands of Noor Mohummud Newaz Zemindar a new house has been 
erected, having loop-holes in the walls and two or three turrets capable. of resis- 
tance. On the east-side of the wall is a large deep pit. Ten matchlockmen are 
constantly in the house; and in case of opposition they collect about one hun- 
dred men, 


sth. In the village of Seylepore is a bamboo enclosure, in which Pershaud 
Sing, a rajpoot, the moostajer (or farmer), has erected a house, having luop-holes 
in the walls and capable of resistance. To the northward it has a dry tank, and 
is situated about three coss to the southward from Tania. 


In Zilla Iltefat Gunge, four Ghurries, viz. 


ist. Kurrumpore is an old ghurry in the talooka of Bursawan zemindaree 
of Sewa Sing, surrounded by a ditch. Near the ghurry, to the northward, runs 
the river Gogra, and a jungle of shao. A well is now making within the ghurry, 


with a view to its defence. It is situated akout three coss to the wens 
litefat 
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i 
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 oummae * Tén mateblockawa live there, conatantic: cee ae 
Jitefat gunge. « Tén matehlockmen live there, constantly, and 
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dred men may be assembled to assist'them. gee es Hae 
gd. The ghurry of Dealpore, talooka, Phoglpore, in the semiaderree of Gainda 
Brahmin. -The walls are very broad and strong, and it is surrounded by a ditch 
and bamboo enclosure. ' It is ‘situated about‘ one cdss ‘to the northward of Ilrefat 
gunge. Ten matchlockmen remain constantly ip the ghurry, and in case of 
opposition fifty or sixty men may be collected to assist. oye 


$d. The ghurry of Amunpore, talooka of Alunpore,- in the Elaka of Mohum- 
mud Alee Beg Chowdree, built in the fasly year 1214. It.is surrounded by a 
ditch and bamboo fence. The walls are of _ breadth and very strong. It 
is about half acoss to the westward of Iltefat gunge: thirty-five men are con- 
stantly in this ghurry. | er 

4th. The ghurry of Tullegurh, talooka Bhunsaree, in the Elaka of Sheo Go-. 
laum Sing. ‘The walls are broad and strong: it is surrounded by a ditch and 
bamboo fence. It lies about two coss to the southward of Iltefat gunge. 
Twenty-five men are always in the ghurry, and in case of opposition about four 
hundred men are assembled. ; 





In Zilla Mobaruckpore, three Ghurries, vis. 


ist. In the village of Mohummudpore, talooka of Luswajee Loll Sing, of the 
Rujwahek caste, an old ghurry has been put in complete repair. Inside of the 
ghurry a mound of earth to the height of a spear has been piled up. The walls 
are broad and strong. It is surrounded by a ditch and bamboo fence. To the 
north and west is a jungle of plains. Seven matchlockmen reside in the ghurry, 
and can collect to their assistance about one hundred men. 


2d. Busaroo Sing has repaired a ghurry in the village of Chundporee. It is 
occupied by eleven matchlockmen, who in case of necessity can gather one 
hundred men to their aid. 


3d. In the village of Bojpoor is the house of Hurwee, by caste an Aheer, sur- 
rounded by a bamboo fence. Mustoo Sing, the farmer of Charjunpore, has 
recently driven the Aheer from his house, and dug pits in the bamboo encilo- 
sure and constructed batteries. ‘Twelve matchlockmen are constantly here, and 
one hundred can be collected in case of opposition. Mustoo Sing sometimes visits 
this place. He lives in the village of Ashrufpore, in Akberpore, the Elaka of 
Ramzan Bukhsh, talookadar of Sumunpore, and sometimes he resides in Sabuck- 
Elaka Chandepore Bidhur, the talooka of Duljeet Sing and Surroopjeet 
ing. 
True translations : 
(Signed) J. Barvuse, — 
: Resident. 


a) 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the Leth February 1811.) 


_ T have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s two letters, dated the 8th 
instant, one respecting the march of Colonel Palmer towards Sooltanpore, &c., 
and the other conveying a list of the fortresses -in the district of Tanda, which 
was submitted to the-Presence by Mohummud Hooseyn, Aumil of Tanda, &e. : 


: gb ” ‘ ‘ 
a 
: thxee hun- 
ebemt three hun- 
é " at 
‘ voy # 
2 aoe 4 


Bengal Politival 
Consultations, 

9 March 1811. 
Enclosures in 
Vizier's Letter. 


Letter 
from Resident at 
Luckaow. 


. Agreeably to pot Excellency’s desire, the necessary instructions have been . 


issued to Colonel Palmer, at Sooltanpore,, for the purpose of demolishing all the 
fortresses and ghurries in that Elaka; and,‘as it seems proper that the refractory 
emtadars, if any, in the districts of Akberpore and Tanda, be also reduced, and 
their fortresses destroyed on this occasion, in order to prevent the future demands 
of troops for the settlement of those districts, I have further directed Lieute- 
Vant-Colonel Palmer to take the two companies of Sepoys in Akberpore under 
'SOWn immediate commattd, and to issue the necessary mstructions to the com- 
Manding officer of that detachment, ys the view, if tt be possible, of obtain- 
| @ ing 
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: ; e OM he - eis rr . | : 
ing the surrénder of, all tee favtincses in Akberpore ditd Tanda; from the terror 
of the British arms. in, the vi nity. of.4 districts, while Colonel Palmer is 





employed in Sooltanpore.; , irecting, at the same time, the eventual movement of 
Colonel Palmer, with the whole of ‘the: forte. wider hid command to Tanda and 
Akberpore, if’ indispegasble,: after ‘he ‘shall have completed’ tes service in Sool- 
tanpore. For the purpose,of assietiing 










x | e.of assisting Colonel Palmer in the execution of the 
duties — té him, I request that yeur Excellency. will be pleased to 
issue yout*mstractions:to the Aumils of Tanda and Akberpore, im the terms of 
those’ which have been issyed to tle Auntil 6f Seultanpore, and directing them 
to depute trust-worthy' persons to remain in attendance on the Colonel while 
encamped in the district of Seoltanpdre, for'the putpose of conveying accurate 
information regarding the etate of their respective Elakas, and executing the 
orders which they may recéive; and further, that your Excellency witl be 
pleased to furnish me, as soon as possible, with a list of the fortresses in Akber- 
pore, that I thdy trinswii¢ it to Colonel Palmer without delay. : 


A true copy : 7 
: (Signed) J. Barixiez, 
‘Resident. 





From his Excellency the Vizier to J: Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
es (Received 14th February 1811.) 


I haye received your letter, dated 12th instant, in answer to my two separate 
letters of the 8th (recapitulate the contents). Agreeably to your request, I 
have issued the necessary orders to the Aumils of Tanda and Akberpore, 
directing them to depute trustworthy persons to remain in attendance. on Colonel 
Palmer while encamped in Sooltanpore, for the purpose of conveying accurate 
intelligence respecting the state of their Elakas, and the several fortresses in 
them ; and on Colonel Palmer’s arrival in their zillas to wait on that officer in 
person, and procure the necessary supplies agreeably to the nerick of the bazar, 
and, with ‘the aid of the British detachment, to destroy all the forts in their 
respective Elakas. You will be pleased to instruct Colonel Palmer to demand a 
list of the fortresses from Gholaum Zamin, and to require a true statement of 
their situations, strength, &c., from both the Aumils, who will furnish those 
— immediately, in obedience to the orders which have been issued tv 
them. : : 

A true translation : 
(Signed) = J: Barewie, 
Resident. 


cracls Realataieet eee, 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, commanding the Troops at Pertaubghur. 
Sir: ; 

1. In continuation of the subject of my letter of the 14th instant, I have 
the honour of transmitting, for your information, the enclosed copy of a 
despatch which I have this day received from Major Drummond, commanding 
the troops at Sooltanpore. | : _ 


2. I take this opportunity of. acknowledging the receipt of your letter, dated 
the 19th instant, conveying the satisfactory pita em of. the surrender and 
demolition of fifteen fortresses and ghurries in the districts of Pertaubghur and 


Bareltie. | . 
Lucknow, oe A Sigmed) J. Bareare, 
16th february 1811. - : 3 Resident. 
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z ‘Sa Captain J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
. SF e 4! ee ah Y ‘. - 7 a ‘. _ : : ae Se BAR Aas ste aa he it 1 Bhos 2 “ je. Ss 
I have the titnour to-fransmit to you a public letter received this morning 


from Lieuteatnt Griffen, commanding a detachment froar the first battalion of 


the.eleventh Regiment of Native Infantry in the Akberpoor district: . 
ee Re es i I ce 
Sosttanpore;: Qude,. = (Signed); F. Daummonn, .; 


14th February 1671... . Captain, commanding at Boaltanpore. 
a oo VP om eee eae a ° ee a aie : GE oe, are 


. 
‘ 





_.« Lo Major Drummond, commanding at Sooltanpore. 

I have:the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the British Resident 
at Lucknow, that I yesterday received a visit from the Aumil, who told me he 
had received orders from.his Highness the Nawaub to attack the forts of Paah- 
poor and Dhwara, belonging to Iherawah Sing, and destroy them; after which, 
in the event of his not paying the rents due, he was to be turned out of his 
zemindary ;'and that the services of this detachment would be necessary to carry 
the above into effect. : 


I further think it my duty to inform you that Paahpoor is a small fort in 
the middle of a bamboo jungle, containing at most about thirty matchlockmen ; 
but Dhwara is a strong well-built fort, capable of holding about eight hundred 
men, nearly surrounded by deep nullahs, extensive-and thick jungles, difficult 
of access, and about one, coss distant from the Goomty. 


-Iberowah Sing has not yet complied with his Excellency the Vizier’s order 
for retaining only one hundred of his followers. He still has about six hundred 
in his pay ; and it is generally allowed'that he could, on a short notice, raise 
from seven to eight thousand fighting men. The Aumil is further of opinion, 
that nothing can be done against lherowah Sing without a larger force, accom- 
panied with heavy guns, and which I think will be necessary to ensure success. 


7 | I have, &c. 
Dostpore, | (Signed) J.P. Gairren, 
- 12th February: 1811. 7 . Lieutenant, commanding a Detachment, 


_ Ist battalion 11th Regiment. | 





-. EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 15th March 1811. 
To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Secretary to Government. 
Sir: 

1. I have the honour of transmitting to you, for the information of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council, the enclosed translations of 
letters’ which have recently passed between his Excellency the Vizier and me 
on the subject of a commotion excited in his Excellency’s district of Jug- 
deespore, with a copy of a letter which I have addressed to the commanding 
officer at Sooltanpore, conveying instructions for the suppréssion of that:com- 
motion and the seizure of the rébellious Zemindars, 


2. Itis worthy of particular remark, that the district of:.Jugdeespore is one 
of thase which were long under the management of the late Almass Alee Khan, 
and recently farmed by his adoptive son, Mirza Jan; and that. the’ present 
farmer, Hyder Alee, is the grandson of a person named Fyzoollah, whe was 
treasurer to the late Almass Alee Khan, and is now under personal restraint, on 
a, vague Suspicion of his possessing some portion of the'wealthof: Almass. 


3. That his Excellency the Vizier has im view the appropriation of all the 
wealth of Fyzoollah, either by the measures. of personal rigour which are now 
practised against the unfortunate treasurer himself, ..or by the _ of impri- 
sonment and confiscation, to be hereafter purgued against his grandson = 

| failure 
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failure in his engagements as an Aumil, cannot.reasqnably be doubted ; and that 
the supposed wealth of Fyzoollah, and not the capacity of Hyder Alce for the 
trust which.is now in his hands, was the cause-of this. Aumil’s nomination, is in 
my mind an unquestionable fact. al eo 


4. I shall not fail to take advantage of the influence of the forégoing remarks, 
in the course of my discussions with his Excellency on the highly important 
subject of the Right Honourable the -Governor-General'’s letter; and of the 
instructions of Government for my guidance, under date the @8th De- 
cember. an 

I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAILLtE, 
26th February 1811. Resident. 





From His Excellency the Vizier, to J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow, 
dated the 20th February 1811. 


I transmit for your information the enclosed copy of an arzee from Hyder 
Alee, the Aumil of Jugdeespore, dated the 22d of Mohurrum 1226, As the 
Aumil has requested that measures be adopted for the punishment of Fukeer 
Buksh Khan, Zubberdust Khan, and others, I desire that you will be pleased to 
issue such instructions on this subject as may appear to you to be proper. | 


A true translation : 
(Signed) J. Barccie, 
Resident. 


em 


The Arzee of Hyder Alee, Aumil of Jugdeespore, dated the 22d Mokurrum 1296. 


Yesterday Fukeer Bukhsh Khan, Zubberdust Khan, and other refractory 
persons, went to the residence of Sekunder Khan, Subadar, situated in the 
village of Purvizepore, under the pretence of celebrating the nuptials of his 
daughter, with the design of setting fire to the houses of all the Ryots in the 
village. On hearing of this circumstance, I set off as quickly as possible to 
Purvizepoor with the few Sowars I had with me, for the purpose of dispersin 
the rioters and giving encouragement to the peaceable peasantry. The rebels 
hearing of my approach instantly fled from that place, and I sent ny brother, 
Ghous Alee, with the Sowars, in pursuit of them. On his arrival at the village 
of Kullianpore in Jugdeespore, he found the rebels prepared for battle ; and on 
his nearer approach they fired several shots at his party, by one of which my 
brother was severely wounded in his left eye. The horse of Assud Oolla Khan 
was also shot in the breast, and another horse belonging to Noar Mohummud 
Khan was shot in the leg. Kootub Khan was wounded in the thigh. Hashem 
Alee, a Sowar, with his horse, and my uncle, Mohummud Alee, were killed: in 
the action, and have thus sacrificed their lives in your Excellency’s service. In 
consequence of the wound which my brother received, I have been obliged to 
return with him to this place. The rebellious conduct of those people has 
exceeded all bounds ; and the other Zemindars of the district having so bad.an 
example before them, have also become turbulent in the extreme, so that the 
whole district is in confusion, and the collection of the revenue at a stand, I 
therefore humbly request that your Excellency will be pleased to adopt measures 
for the immediate seizure and exemplary punishment of those rebellious Zemin- 
dars, and that a detachment of the British troops from Scoltanpore be immediately 
ordered into the district: 

A true translation : 
(Signed) J. Baruuie, 
Resident. 
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° “Yo His Excellency the Vizier. .(Wyritten the 25th February. 1811.) ioe ee 
. T have received your: Excellency’s letter of ‘the @0th instant, conveying a copy 15 March 1811. 
of the arzee of Hyder Alee, Aumil of Jugdeespore, and desiring ‘that measures be air 
adopted for the immediate suppression of the disturbances which have been fom Resident at 
reported to you by that Aumit. vs - - . oo . Lucknow 

- As this Aumil is one of those. persons: against: whose nomination to the charge 
of the district which he farms I took ithe liberty of remonstrating to your Excel- 

lency some time ago in earnest terms, on the ground of his unfitness for the office, 

and as there ts _ reason to believe that the disturbances excited in his Elaka 
have arisen from his own mismanagement, I leave it to your Excellency to 
decide whether or not the employment of the British troops on this occasion 
night, with apparent justice, have been delayed till a due investigation had 
taken place of the causes of those commotions: yet, as it appears from your 

Excellency’s letter, that Fukeer Bukhsh Khan, Zubberdust Khan, and others, 

Zemindars of the above Elaka, have rebelliously opposed the Aumil, and killed 
and wounded several of your Excetlency’s subjects, 1 consider their punishment 
to be necessary; and, with this view, I request that your Excellency will be 
pleased to direct the Aumil of Jugdeespore to proceed immediately, or depute a 
confidential person, to wait on the commanding officer at Sooltanpore, and to 
furnish that officer with a correct statement of the number of the rebels in arms, 
the particular places of their residence, and a description of their fortresses, if 
they have any ; when the commanding officer at Sooltanpore, in pursuance of my 
instructions conveyed to him by the.accompanying letter, will adopt the necessary 
measures for the seizure and punishment of the offenders. 


Your Excellency will further be pleased to transmit the accompanying letter 
to your Aumil, that he or his confidential agent may be the bearer of my in- 
structions to the commanding officer at Sooltanpore, 


A true copy: 
(Signed) J. Barxuie, 








Resident. 
To Major Fraser, or Officer commanding the Troops at Sooltanpore. Letter 
. from Resident at 
Sir: oo Lucknow. 
1. Ihave the honour of transmitting, for your information and guidance, the 
enclosed translations of a letter and arzee which I have received from his Excel- 
lency the Vizier, together with a copy ofa letter which I have this day addressed 
to his Excellency on the subject of the commotions in Jugdeespore. 
2. After receiving the neccessary information from his Excellency’s Aumil of 
Jugdeespore, you will be pleased to adopt such measures ag circumstances may 
admit of and require, for the suppression, and, if possible, for the scizure, of 
Fukeer Bukhsh, Zubberdust Khan, and the other refractory persons why have 
been guilty of the outrage described. 
7 I hase, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. BaiLire, 
25th February 1811. | Resident. 
EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, Bengal Politica 
= onsultation 
The 3d May 1811. 3 May ill. 
oN. B st teas 7 Letter 
si To,N. B. Edmonstone, Esq, Secretary to Government from Rexdent Z 
uCKNOW. 


_ 1. The ‘discussions with his Excellency the Vizier, arising out of the instruc- 
tions of the Government conveyed by your despatch of the ¢8th of December 
last, have now arrived at a stage at which it. becomes my duty to detail them, 

for the information of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council. 


2K 9, His 
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2, His Lordsitp’s letter to the address of the Vizier was received frem the 
Persian department on the 17th of February last, and was presented to his 
Excellency at the Residency on the morning ef the 23d of that month. After 
hearing me read it to him with attention, déscribe the circumstances which had 
occasioned so serious a remonstrance from the Government in aid of my repeated’ 
and earnest advice, and comment on the justice and necessity of the measures re-' 
commended by the Government, as well as on the mild and conciliatory languave 
in which the whole of the letter was expressed, his Excellency observed to me, 
generally, that he was disposed to acquiesce in the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General’s suggestions to the utmost practicable extent, and added, 
that he would bestow the most deliberate attention on all the subjects of the 
letter, making his remarks on each, as he proceeded in perusing it with care, and 
would convey those remarks to me in writing, for my own consideration and. 
discussion, before he should prepare his reply. 


3. On the 2d ultimo I waited on his Excellency, by appointment, to receive 
and discuss the remarks which he had promised to prepare for my perusal, and I 
received them accordingly, in a document unauthenticated by his Excellency’s 
signature or seal, but verbally avowed to be his, of which the enclosed is a 
translation. (No. 1.) 

4. After perusing his Excellency'’s remarks, and making some cursory obser- 
vations on the general tenor and intention of them, being desirous of putting 
him in complete possession of my sentiments regarding the several measures of 
meditated reform in his Government, and of explaining to him the details of 
those measures, which could not be explained at a conference, J solicited hia 
Excellency’s permission to carry home his remarks, and promised to submit my 
observations on them, in the form of an official note, with the least praéticable 
delay. 


5. On the morning of the 9th ultimo I delivered to his Excellency, at the 
palace, the document of which No. 2. is a copy, with a short letter on the 
snbject of it, recommending the early adoption of the leading measures which [ 
had described, and which appeared to me to require but little of bis Excellency’s 
consideration. Copies of the proclamation and other documents, which are 
referred to in my official note, and were subsequently conveyed to his Excel- 
lency, are also transmitted by this despatch. (Nos. 3 and 4.) 


6. With a refercnce to the seventh article of my observations, it is proper in 
this place to apprize you, that a material alteration has been made in the lan- 


guage of a portion of that article from the terms in which it stood originally, 


and which I shail here transcribe for your information. ‘“ It follows, that your 
“ Excellency’s consignment of those mehauls, under the engagements which 
‘** are now pleaded, was in direct opposition to my advice, or in other words, 
“ to the counsels of the British Government, and consequently that your 
‘“* Excellency, in so consigning those mehauls, may be justly said to have com- 
‘ mitted a breach of your solemn engagements with the Honourable Com- 
‘¢ pany’s Government.” 


7. On the morning of the 12th ultimo, three days after his Excellency the 
Vizier’s receipt of my letter above referred to, with the official note which it con- 
tained, he sent a message to me by one of my own servants, importing that he had 
a particular favour to request of me, which should be conveyed by a letter in the 
course of the day, and carnestly begging, by anticipation, a favourable answer 
to his letter. A translation of this letter, and an English copy of my answer to 
it, forming numbers of this despatch, I shall not recapitulate the contents of 
them. (Nos. 5 and 6.) 


8. On the 21st ultimo I received from his Excellency the Vizier, by the hands 
of a confidential servant, the truly extraordinary document, of which No. 7 18 
a translation ; and immediately on the receipt of that document I addressed a 
letter to his Excellency in Persian, and in my. own hand-writing, a translation 
ef which is enclosed. (No. 8.) 


9. Ie — of the resolution which is announced in my letter of the 21st 
filtimo, I waited on his Excellency on the 23d, and commenced the discussion of 


hia 


n 
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his tepties to my observations, with an cxpression of my sincere regret for 
having consented, at his earnest request, to withdraw the imputation of a breach 
of his engagements with the Honourable Company, which was conveyed, on the 
most obvious grounds, in the seventh article of those observations, and appeared 
to be more than justified by his Excellency’s subsequent conduct. I adverted to 
the want of.proper formality and of due consideration for the British Government 
and its representative, which were manifested by his Excellency in replying to 
my public letter, and to an official note under my signature, by an unauthenticated 
document, transmitted in a blank envelope, without any address or superscription, 
and to which therefore, if his Excellency now avowed and declared his adherence 
to the contents of it, I must demand his signature or seal, for the purpose of 
conveying it to the Government, with such suggestions, on my own part, as the 
occasion justified and required. I entreated his Excellency to reconsider the 
serious nature of the remonstrance, and of the appeal to his justice and good 
faith, which were contained in the Governor-General’s letter; and I reminded 
him of his original promise to deliberate on and discuss with me, ina grave and 
dipassionate manner, the several important points which were stated in that 
letter, in order that the result of those deliberations and discussions might form 
the basis of a satisfactory reply. I called upon his Excellency to acknuwledge, 
or disavow, the obligation which he had come under to the British Government 
by the terms, if I rightly understood them, of the sixth article of the Treaty of 
Cession with Marquess Wellesley, and now candidly to declare to me whether or 
not, in his own judgment, he had fulfilled, or attempted to fuifil, the purpose of 
that obligation. If he had not, it was his obvious duty, I observed, to consider 
the present remonstrance of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in 
Council, as a solemn demand of the fulfilment of a positive obligation 
on. his part, by his adopting the plan of reform recommended to him by the 
British Government, with whose counsels he had engaged to conform, or by 
suggesting and carrying into execution some other plan of his own, which should 
be equally calculated to answer the purposes of that obligation, namely, to 
provide for the security and happiness of his subjects, and to relieve the Ho- 
nourable Company’s Government from the extraordinary and disreputable 
burthen of supporting by force of arms an unjust and oppressive administration. 


10. If such were the nature of the remonstrance, appeal, and demand, con- 
veyed by the Governor-General’s letter, I begged his Excellency to reflect on 
the manner in which they had been treated in the document then in my hands. 
His Excellency, instead of declaring his cordial acquiescence in the general plan 
of reform recommended to him by the British Government, and of manifesting 
that acquiescience by an immediate and cheerful assent to the measures which I 
had suggested for his adoption, had purposely omitted to notice a few of the 
most important of those measures, to which no plausible objection could be 
found ; ad made frivolous objections to others, for the obvious purpose of pro- 
tracting unimportant discussion, and procrastinating the work of reform; had 
stated some extraordinary assertions, the inaccuracy of which was well known, 
and could be very easily established ; and had evinced, by the whole tenor of 
the document, which I now begged him to reconsider, a determined resolution to 
evade at least, if not toresist, the salutary counsel and advice of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council, conveyed to him in the language 
of friendship, and in the terms of existing treaties, which were equally binding 
on both, and a departure from which, on the one part, might exonerate the other 
from a responsibility essential to the existence of this Government, and to the 
exercise of his Excellency’s authority. Was the document in question, | asked, 
to form the basis of his Excellency’s reply to the Right Honourable the Gover- 
nor-General’s letter? Would his Excellency, on reflection, desire that the con- 
tents of this document should be madc known to the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General in Council, as expressive of the real sentiments with which a 
perusal of the letter bad inspired him? And did His Excellency mean to per- 
severe in the measures of rigour and injustice towards Khanazad and Tujummool 
Hoossein Khan, against which the Governor-General had .remonstrated, in con- 
tempt, or in total disregard of his Lordship in Council’s advice? If.such were 
his Exoelleney's sentiments after heating all that my sincere regard for his 
interests and a sense of duty to ny employers had now dictated for his. considera- 

tion, 
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tion, his ExceHency ‘had nothing to do but to authenticate the document in 
question, by a letter under his seal, and thus to put an‘end to the discussion, until 
the sentimeuts of the Government should be known; for I declared my firm rego. 
lution of rejecting the document entirely in its present irregular form, and declin- 
ing to make any written reply to it if authenticated, -as being obviously intended 
to evade the fulfilment of a positive obtigation, under the express provision of a 
treaty, oe Excellency had now for the first time been peremptorily. required 
to fu , . | 


11. Perceiving the impression of the foregoing remarks upon his Excellency’; 
countenance, and being assured, after a short pause by his Excellency, of his sin- 
cere intention to abide by his engagements with the Honourable Company, as 
well as of his resolution to withdraw from the document to which I had objected 
all such expressions and remarks as I might now shew to be at variance with the 
intention that had thus been declared to me, I proceeded to the discussion of his 
replies in the order in which they are conveyed by that document. 


12. With a reference to the conduct of Mohummud Ashruff and the other 
officers of his Excellency’s Government, in the districts of Sooltanpore and Per- 
taubghur, I remarked that what his Excellency meant, if I properly compre- 
hended his meaning, tn the first article of his replies, as a defence of the conduct 
of those officers, was in fact an obvious proof of the justice of my imputation 
of neglect and improper conduct to them, in as far as his Excellency admitted 
that the scheme of a settlement which they had furnished, after a lapse of so 
many months, was unworthy of his own approbation, and had therefore been 
withholden from my inspection. That the frivolous nature of the excuses alleged 
by Mohummud Ashruff, and conveyed by his Excellency to me, for the delay 
in forwarding this scheme, had been fully exposed in my former letters to his 
Excellency, copies of which had been submitted to the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General in Council, and were alluded to in his Lordship’s letter; and 
that, if such had been the conduct of Mohummud Ashruff, Diakrishen, and 
others, the select officers of his Excellency’s Government, possessing ample 
instructions for their guidance, and supported by a large detachment of British 
troops, in the districts of Sooltanpore and Pertaubghur, no further proof could be 
required of the existence of some radical evils in the system of his Excellency’s 
administration, and of the necessity of removing those evils by a total change of 
the system, in the manner which the Governor-General had suggested. 


13. In his Excellency’s second reply, 1 observed that he had purposely passex| 
over in silence the two important and indispensable preliminary measures of 
reform, which were suggested in the second article of my remarks, namely, the 
division and subdivision of his dominions into departments and districts, so 
as to render them susceptible of efficient government, and the selection and 
appointment of Amcens with my advice and concurrence. ‘That he had been 
pleased to announce to me, in general terms, the orders for the selection of 
Ameens which had heen issued to his Excellency’s sons, whose proceedings, 
under those orders, had been reported! to me, through various channels, as exci- 
ting the ridicule of every wise and intelligent person in his capital; and that 
his Excellency bad farther, as I conceived, with the obvious view of procrasti- 
nation, required me to repeat to him in detail the qualifications of a 
Ameens, though those qualifications were sufficiently described by the Gover- 
nor-General, and amply enlarged on by me in my answers to his original remarks. 
That he had finally, in the article under discussion, declared his desire of restrict- 
ing the deputation of Ameens to a few particular districts, whichI should con- 
sider and represent as in a state of the greatest disorder, forgetting, or seeming to 
forget, that the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council had described 
the whole of his dominions, or rather the whole of the population of Oude, as 
labouring under a baneful and pernicious system of assessment and collection 
of the revenue, to which no remedy whatever, save a complete and radical 
change, could be applied with any prospect of advantage. Under all the fore- 
going circumstances, and with a reference to the 2d article of his Excellenc 8 
replies, it was now my duty to require a decided and categorical answer to the 
following simple question: Did his Excellency agree, or refuse his assent, to the 
division and subdivision of his dominions, in the manuer suggested: by aie 

au 
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and to the subsequent deputation of an Amecn to every district of the extent 
which was stated in my observations, giving previous information to me of the 
character and qualities of the Ameens, with the view of enabling me to judge 
of their fitness and capacity for the trusts which his Excellency might intend to 
confer on them? 


14. His Excellency, after some time apparently spent in deliberation, announced 
his assent to the two measures which are first above described, reserving for future 
discussion the proposal of my being previously informed of the character and 
qualities of the Ameens, and entitled to a voice in their nomination. This 
proposal his Excellency was pleased to describe as of a tendency to subvert 
his authority, and contrary to his interpretation of certain provisions of the 
treaties of 1798 and 1801. I replied, that I had frequently perused and con- 
sidered both those treaties with particular care and attention, and could scarcely 
be supposed to have suggested, for his Excellency’s adoption or assent, a measure 
contrary to the letter or spirit of either. That the advantages of the measure in 
question were, in my judgment, manifest and great, if not essential to the per- 
tect efficiency of the new system of assessment in his dominions, and that I was 
fully prepared to support the justice and expediency of my proposal, with a refe- 
rence to the provisions of treaty, and to every other ground of objection which 
his Excellency might be pleased to explain; but that I should willingly wave, 
for the present, the farther discussion of the question, and receive on a future 
day his written objections to that part of my proposal on the subject of the depu- 
tation of Ameens, which I should consider maturely, and answer, as | trusted, 
to his Excellency’s satisfaction. 


15. With a reference to the third article of his replies, 1 observed that it was 
totally anticipated by the drafts of the proclamation and instructions which I 
then held in my hands and presented to him; and that after perusing those 
drafts with attention, his Excellency’s observations, in the third article, might 
remain, or be cancelled, as he thought proper. 


16. The fourth article of the document in question I described as containing 
some extraordinary assertions, which I was fully prepared to disprove; but 
being unimportant, if not irrelevant to the general subject of reform, I should, 
on this account, as well as from motives of personal respect for his Excellency, 
pass them over in silence, and proceed to recognize, in the sixth article of his 
Excellency’s replies, the only wise and satisfactory assurance which was con- 
veyed by the document in question, namely, his promise of establishing an eflicicnt 
police and courts of justice throughout his dominions, when the administration 
of his revenue should be reformed, a period to which I might now look torward 
with hope, and after which I should not fail to submit to him such suggestions 
as the importance of the subject required. 


17. I then proceeded to the discussion of the seventh article of his Excel- 
lency's replies, every sentiment of which 1 declared to be contrary to those just 
and natural expectations, which were founded on the liberal concession that I 
had made to him in answer to his letter of the 12th instant (No. 5 of the present 
despatch). His Excellency bad stated in that article, that the measures of his 
Government, with a reference to the districts of Almass, were in conformity 
With ancient custom, and had been pleased to inter from this statement a total 
want of title, on my part, to object to, or remonstrate against, those measures. 
‘or the purpose of repelling an inference so unjust, and so subversive of every 
principle on which the true relation between the two States depended, it seemed 
sufficient for me to quote to his Excellency the words of the Governor-General's 
letter, which his Excellency must have necessarily overlooked while committing 
the above sentiments to writing. His Lordship in Council had not only been 
pleased to declare his entire approbation of my remonstrance, in the Strict dis- 
charge of my duty, against the particular measures in question, but had con- 
veyed that approbation to his Excellency, with the grounds of it, quoted from 
the letter of the treaty of 1801, and of his Excellency’s subscquent engagement 
With Lord Wellesley. The words of that treaty and engagement, as quoted by 
the Right Honourable the Governor-General, were, that his Excellency promised 
' to advise with, and act in conformity to the counsel of the Honourable Com- 
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“ pany’s officers,” and, ‘to conform to the counsel of the British Government, 
‘in all affairs connected with the ordinary government of those domimions, and 
‘‘ with the usaal exercise of his Excellency’s established authority.” Was the 
adoption of an arrangement, [T inquired, for the management of a portion of his 
Excellency’s dominions, yielding an annual revenue of thirty lacs of rupees, a 
measure less important in his eyes than an affair connected with the ordinary 
voverament Of his country, or with the usual exercise of his authority; and if. 
not, could I, consistently with my duty, sit silent in the contemplation of such a 
measure, under all the circumstances which attended it, without submitting my 
opmion and advice; or could my right to advise be disputed? On the other 
hand, was it not his Excellency’s duty, [ asked, in the terms of the positive obli- 
gation above quoted trom the treaty, to have informed and consulted with me, 
before he adopted a measure of such importance; and was not his failure to ask 
iny advice, nay to comply with my earnest remonstrance on the subject of the 
measure in question, a direct infraction of the treaty of 1801, and of the subse- 
quent engagement with Marquess Wellesley ? 


18. With a reference to the practice of former Residents, I observed that during 
the Government of the late Nawaub Asuf ood Dowlah, and even under his Exce)- 
lency’s administration, till the close of the residency of Colonel Scott, Vakeels or 
constituted agents, on the part of all the considerable Aumils, were in constant 
attendance on the Resident, who was in consequence duly apprized of the state of 
the country in general, and of the proceedings of the several Aumils. That the 
records of the Residency in my possession afforded numerous instances of the 
appointment and distnissal of Aumils proceeding on the Resident’s recommen- 
dation: nay, that the chief Minister of the Government, in times by no means 
remote, had uniformly regulated his procecdings by the Resident’s counsels, and 
had rarely aclopted a measure of any importance without his previous knowledge 
and consent. That the relaxation in those salutary and becoming observances 
on the partof his Excellency, in latter times, could not, on any principle, be 
pleaded as a dereliction, on the part of the British Government or its represen- 
tative, of a right established by treaty, as well as by the nature of the alliance 
subsisting between the two States, to interfere in the concerns of this Govern- 
ment, or to interpose their advice and remonstrance for his Excellency’s honour 
and advantage, and for the happiness and prosperity of his subjects, when cir-. 
cumstances should require that interference; and that the urgency of the cir- 
cumstances under discussion, with a reference to the districts of Almass, although 
his Excellency had pronounced those districts to be in perfect order, was such 
as, in the Right [lonourable the Governor-General’s judgment, to require his 
own direct interposition in aid of my remonstrance and advice. 


19. In answer to the concluding remark of the 7th article of his Excellency’s 
replies, I observed, that his implied reproach against me, by ascribing the present 
interference on the part of our Government to my suggestions, could. be consi- 
dered in no other light than as a proof of the conscientious discharge of my dut 
to both States, in having faithfully reported my proceedings at his Excellency's 
court, and the substance of our correspondence with each other; and that I felt 
persuaded of receiving from his Excellency’s justice and candour, at some future 
period, the mostample credit for my motives in every stage of those proceedings 
and discussions, which had now excited his reproach. 


20. On my concluding the discussion of this article, to which his Excellency 
listened in silence, and without the smallest interruption, he was pleased to 
express his intention of withdrawing the article altogether, if his doing so would 
prove agreeable to me; but I declined making any request on the subject, save 
with a reference to the particular words, ‘‘ that you should have advised me to 
“* desist from it.” 


21. ‘Lo the eighth article of his Excellency’s replies, in which his measures 
of inhumanity and rigour against Kbanazad Khan had been justified, on the 
ground of that person being his Excellency’s slave, I applied a variety of argu- 
inents, laving reference to the condition and services of the late Almass Allee 
Khan, to the uniform interference of our Government and its representatives in 


behalf of that Aumil and his dependents, and to the birth and condition © 
Khanazad, 
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Khanazad, which were well known to his Exceliency to be totally incompatible 
with a state of slavery; and, finally, [ appealed, with apparent success, to his 
Excellency’s natural desire of recovering some portion of the large balances of 
revenue which were claimed from Khanazad Khan, and which must inevitably 
be lost by his retaining that Aumil in confinement ; since no degree of severity 
that his Excellency could legally inflict would ever induce Khanazad to sur- 
render his personal wealth in discharge of arrears which were due by sub-farm- 
ers and other subjects of the Government; whereas, tbe liberation of that 
Aumil from confinement, and his concurrence in legal proceedings, or his insti- 
tution of such proceedings against the persons indebted to him, might quickly 
enable him to liquidate his Excellency’s just demands. 


The further progress and result of my discussions, with a reference to Khana- 
zad Khan, being detailed in separate numbers of this dispatch, I shall not here 
enlarge on them. 


99. The conclusion of my conference with the Vizier on the subject of his 
replies to my observations had a reference to Tujummool Hoosein Khan’s 
jagier, his Excellency’s assumption of which, I observed, had been supported on 
the most extraordinary grounds that could possibly be urged for such a measure. 
‘ Your Excellency is not inclined, (I remarked) to bestow lands in jagier, and 
“ therefore you have been pleased to resume, what?r—the lands in possession 
‘* of Tujunnmool Eloosein Khan, granted recently, no doubt, by yourself, and 
‘* but for a time, or perhaps possessed by Tujummool under your Excellency’s 
‘* tacit consent, without a perfect or regular tenure: nay, the Jagier of Tufuzzool 
‘* Hoosein Khan, the father of the present possessor, conferred on him, for 
‘‘ eminent services to the State, by your Excellency’s predecessor, Asuf ood 
‘ Dowlah, under an altumgha or hereditary grant, as complete and valid in every 
‘ respect as your Excellency’s title to the musnud, and recognized as such by 
‘ your Excellency on the death of Tufuzzool Hoosein, under the guarantee of 
‘ the British Government, in favour of his son and successor. Can your Ex- 
‘ cellency persist in this design? and is it necessary that I convey to you, in 
the words of the instructions in my hands, the sentiments of the Governor- 
‘ General in Council, with a reference to this extraordinary measure, against 
which I ri cg remonstrated with an earnestness proportioned to my 
anxiety for your Excellency’s honour and reputation? ‘That the possession of 
lands in jagier by the subjects of any Government may be productive of public 
inconvenience, prejudicial to the paramount rights and authority of the 
sovereign, and even injurious to the good government of the country, is a 
proposition which I am disposed to admit, and the influence of which has 
been long felt and acknowledged in the Honourable Company’s territory ; 
‘ but the resumption, on this ground, of a jagier in the possession of a faithful 
‘‘ subject or dependent, under a valid hereditary tenure, without the consent of 
‘‘ the Jagierdar, is a violation of personal property which no public necessity 
“ could authorize, and which the British Government can never acquiesce in, 
“ with a reference to Tujummool Hoosein Khan, or to any other Jagierdar 
‘ holding lands in your Excellency’s dominions.” 
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23. A promise to restore the Jagier in question, without delay, was now con- 
veyed to me by his Excellency the Vizier ; and he further requested me to furnish 
him with a draft of the several alterations which I required in the other articles 
of his replies ; after which our conference broke up, and I took my leave of his 
Excellency, who appeared in perfect good humour, and reconciled to the result 
of our discussion. 


24. In the course of the same day, after my return home, I prepared, and 
forwarded to his Excellency the documents, in my own hand-writing In Persian,. 
of which Nos. 9 and 10 are translations. The subject and tenor of those docu- 
ments do not appear, for the present, to require any remarks. 


25. On the evening of the 29th ultimo, I received a short letter from his 
Excellency the Vizier, conveying and referring to, as authentic, his first amended 
replies, a translation of which is enclosed (No. 11.); and being greatly disap- 
pointed in my expectations witi a reference to the amendments which are 


contained in it, I immediately sent a message to his Excellency, imparting iny 
: request 
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request of another conference on the subject as early as might suit his conve. 
nience, to which he replied by my messenger, that he would breakfast with ne 


on the following day. 


96. At our conference on the morning of the 30th, I commenced with an 
acknowledgment to his Excellency, that all the important measures which | 
had suggested for his adoption, under the instructions of the Governor-General 
in Council, had been, with one exception, assented to, and that I was satisfied 
as to those points; but that his Excellency having been pleased to retain in his 
amended replies, the whole of the exceptionable arguments to which I had 
objected at our former conference, and the greatest part of which he had agreed, 
at my sugyestion, to withdraw, it became my duty to repeat, on this occasion, 
the observations by which 1 considered those arguments to have been repelled, 
and to record the observations in question in the form of an official rejoinder, fur 
the purpose of precluding future misconception or cavil on established or admitted 
points. As examples of the necessity of this measure, I referred particularly to 
the seventh, eighth, and concluding articles of his Excellency’s replies, in the 
former of which the right of the British Government, or its representative, to 
interpose its counsels, or remonstrance, against a measure sanctioned by custom, 
however unwise in itself, or injurious in its consequences, is opposed on inad- 
missible grounds, and in direct violation of treaties; and in the two latter of 
which, though the principal points be conccded, the rights of property and re- 
sumption are maintained by the same untenable arguments. With a reference 
to the two latter articles, I remarked, that I had peculiar reason to complain of 
his Excellency’s want of consideration, from the circumstance of his having 
requested me to prepare and submit drafts of the alterations which I proposed 
in their terms, and to which he had cheerfully acceded, as he had also agreed 
to expunge the highly exceptionable words in the seventh article of his replies, 


27. His Excellency answered, to my surprize, that the insertion of those 
words, and of the arguments regarding Tujummool Hoosein Khan’s jagier, was 
to be ascribed to a mistake of his moonshee, which should be rectified without 
any delay ; but that he still felt considerable reluctance to retracting his argu- 
ments and claim with a reference to Khanazad Khan, whom he viewed as the 
slave of Almass, and consequently as his own property. -I replied to this obser- 
vation in the terms of my letter ta his Excellency under date the 2d instant, 
which forms a number of the present despatch, and I shall not recapitulate the 
contents of it. 


28. We now proceeded to the diseussion of the only unsettled point which 
remained, namely, his Excellency’s refusal to admit of my participation in his 
cnoice of Ameens, on the grounds which are fully detailed in the second article 
of his ameuded replies to my observations. 


29. On the gencral question of a right in the British Government to offer its 
opinion and advice regarding the selection and appointment of officers to sta- 
tions of high trust and importance in his Excellency’s administration, I ubserved 
that this right had been constantly exercised, and had never once been disputed, 
since the relation now happily subsisting between the two States was established ; 
that it was founded on the very nature of this relation in itself, and was clearly 
recognized and confirmed by the spirit of the treaty of 1801, and of his Excel- 
lency’s subsequent engagement with Marquess Wellesley, as welt as by recorded 
instances in practice during the Government of the late Nawaub Asuf ood Dowlab, 
and since his Excellency’s accession to the musnud ; and that ifhis Excellency's 
obligation to conform to the counsels of the British Government ‘ in all affairs 
“ connected with the ordinary government of his dominions, and with the usual 
“exercise of his authority,” did not imply an obligation to consult and to be 
guided by the counsels of she British Government, in the selection and appoint- 
ment of officers to accomplish a reform in his administration, it could not, in my 
Judgment, be susceptible of any other interpretation. 


30. In answer to his Excellency’s objection, on the ground that his authorily 
would be diminished, and that the Ameens would be disobedient to his grdersy 
if I should have a voice in their nomination, I remarked that this objection, 


real, must be considered as equally applicable to every other measure of his admi- 
mistration, 
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nistration, adopted with my concurrence or advice, and had an obvious tendency 
to subvert the radical principle of the alliance subsisting between the two States, 
namely, the acknowledged dependence of his Excellency’s Government and 
authority on the protection and support, which he derived from the Honourable 
Company’s guarantee, and which necessarily required, on the part of the pro- 
tecting power, a certain degree of participation in the counsels and acts of the 
other. That the particular degree of participation in the exercise of his Excel- 
lency’sauthority, to which the British Government was entitled, was so expressly 
defined in the treaties as to leave no room for cayil or doubt ; and that the words 
of the several treaties which his Excellency had quoted in the second article of 
his amended replies, in as far as they had any application to the point now in dis- 
cussion, were 1 my judgment manifestly hostile to the position which his Excel- 
lency had maintained, and which was further expressly controverted by the terms 
of his engagements with Lord Wellesley. With a reference to his Excellency’s 
apprehension of the effects of a general knowledge among the Ameens of their 
appointments proceeding on my recommendation, I obseryed, that this apprehen- 
sion should have been removed by the terms of the concluding article of the paper 
delivered by Lord Wellesley, in which the Resident was strictly prohibited from 
anticipating a disclosure of the result of any conference or communication with 
lis Excellency on subjects of secrecy or importance ; and that my practice, in 
particular, had been uniformly such as to preclude the smallest ground of appre- 
hension in his Excellency’s mind regarding adisclosure of the subjectsof our corres- 
pondence, or personal communications, since it was well known to his Excellency 
that I depended less than any of my predecessors on the assistance of native 
writers, and that all my memoranda, or notes for conference, as well as most of 
my letters on matters-of any secrecy, were written in the Persian language by my 
own hand. I then proceeded to comment on the advantages which were, in my 
judgment, likely to arise from our concurrence in the fitness and capacity of the 
public officers of his Excellency’s Government for the important trusts to be con- 
ferred on them, adverting chiefly to the nature and objects of the change to be 
produced in the system of his Excellency’s administration, namely, the adoption 
of such a series of measures “as shall be calculated, 1m the judgment of the British 
“* Government” (using the words of the Governor-General’s letter) “ to 
“* counteract the evils of the present system without injury to his Excellency’s 
“ rights,” and which obviously required for its success the utmost possible degree 
of harmony and unanimity between his Excellency, by whom the measures 
were to be adopted, and myself, in the first instance the judge of their adequacy 
to the objects in view. I recalled to his Excellency’s recollection the rapid and 
beneficial result of the measures which he had adopted, with my concurrence, in 
Baraitch, and particularly his appointment of Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan to 
superintend the affairs of that district. I reminded him of my more recent 
recommendation of the same person to the cliarge of the districts of Sooltanpore 
and Pertaubghur, and compared the proceedings of his present officers in those 
districts, the nature of our correspondence regarding them, and the state of the 
districts in question, with the proceedings of Hukcem Mehdi in Baraitch, the 
general nature of our correspondence ou that occasion, and the actual state of 
Khyrabad and the other wnehauls under the charge of this efficient Aumil. | 
appealed to his Excellency’s candour to decide, whether or not the whole, or 
the greatest proportion, of the unpleasant discussions which had arisen, and the 
injurious effects which had sprung, from his Excellency’s measures in Sooltanpore, 
and with a reference to the districts of Almass, might have been saved and pre- 
cluded by his previous!y consulting with me, or attending to my respectful sug- 
gestions on the subject of those measures; and, under these circumstances, being 
persuaded of his Excellency’s cordial desire to avoid, and to guard against the 
renewal of such discussions, and the recurrence of such bancful effects, I trusted 
that he would cheerfully acquiesce‘in the only effectual preventive which appeared 
to be practicable on this octasion. 


$1. His Excellency continuing inflexible on the point of my participation in 
his selection of Ameens, though he declined to make any reply to my remarks, 
and declared the limitation of his objections to those which were already detailed, 
Z considered it to be my duty to refrain from urging the point any further on that 
Sccation, and expressed my readiness to submit my proposal, and his Exccllency’s 
7 | @ T objections 
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objections to it, for the consideration and decision of the Government, before the 
proposal should be renewed. He answered, that I was, of course, at liberty -to 
act in that respect as I thought proper, but that his reluctance to the measure 
was unconquerable ; and as he considered me to be vested with full powers, if 
I wished to befriend him on the occasion, I would at once depart from the pro- 
posal, instead of referring it to the Presidency, where the decision would natu- 
rally be guided by the arguments which I might adduce. I replied, that this 
was by no means a necessary consequence, since we were all liable to err, and 
my opinions and proposals, if unjust or at variance with the spirit of any treaty 
or engagement contracted by the British Government, would not certainly receive 
its support or confirmation, however speciously they might be urged: but that 
the motive of my present proposal was one which could not be mistaken, and 
would, I trusted, be approved ; namely, a desire for the accomplishment of the 
just views of the British Government, by a reform in his Excellency’s adminis- 
tratiou, to his own eminent advantage, and for the successful conduct of the 
details of that reform, without any interruption of the harmony and cordiality 
between the two States, and particularly between his Excellency and myself, 
which it was alike my duty, interest, and disposition to preserve. 


32. I then submitted for his Exccllency’s consideration and reply, a few ques- 
tions, proceeding on the supposition of his choice and appointment of Amecns 
without my previous knowledge or concurrence, admitting the possibility of the 
acquiescence of our Government in this measure, for the purpose of trying its 
effects. Was it his Excellency’s intention, I inquired, not only to exclude me 
from participation in the choice of his Ameens and collectors, but to keep me, 
as heretofore, in the dark with regard to the proceedings of those officers? Did 
he intend, as formerly, to convey to me detached and desultory papers and arti- 
cles of intelligence, transmitted by venal news-writcrs, in the pay of his several 
Ameens, and to withhold from me every paper of importance or authentic 
document, on the ground that it had not been, or could not be prepared, or that 
he himself considered it as unsatisfactory ? And did he continuc to entertain 
the wish, or indulge the expectation, of receiving the support of the British 
troops to the proceedings and demands of his Ameens and Telisildars under the 
new system, as to those of his farmers of revenue under the old, without satis- 
fying me, or enabling me to satisfy myself, of the propriety and justice of those 
proceedings and demands? If such were his Excellency’s desigus, it was now 
my duty to undeccive him, and to caution him, in a manner the most solemn, 
against the fallacy of such expectations. The repeated and positive instructions 
of the Government precluded my compliance with any future requisition for the 
aid of the British troups till entirely satisfied and assured of the justice and 
expediency of the meusure which those troops might be required to support; and 
Ishould be wauting tn candour to his Excellency, as well as in duty to my 
employers, if I neglected the present occasion of announcing those instructions 
to him, and the necessity of a strict adherence to them. 


33. His Excellency was visibly affected by the influence of the foregoing 
remarks ; and after some further conversation on the subject of them, he took 
down, in pencil in his own writing, the terms of an agreement, with a reference 
to the conduct of Ameens and Tehsildars, which he promised to insert as a 
qualification of his rejection of my original proposal, declaring at the same time, 
with earnestness and apparcnt candour, that it was never his intention to with- 
hold from me any information that I might desire, but that the conduct of his 
officers had frequently been such as to prevent his deriving or conveying satis- 
factory information regarding their proceedings. 

34. With this observation our conference of the 30th ultimo ended; and on 
the Ist instant I had the honour of receiving from his Excellency, in a short 
letter of that date, the second amended paper of replies, which forms the 12th 
number of this despatch, and which being still extremely unsatisfactory, occa- 
sioned first my short letter to the Vizier of the same date (No. 13), a translation 
of which is enclosed, and afterwards, on the 2d instant, a remonstranee of greater 
length, in the form of a letter also, of which No. 14 is a copy. 


35. His Excellency took two days to deliberate on the subject of my letter 
above referred to; and his confidential minister, Diakrishen, having’ now 
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returned from Sooltanpore, and being daily closeted with his Excellency, I had 
strong ground for suspecting that some further evasions were meditated, and 
that pretexts for those evasions had becn furnished by the Dewan, and were 
actually under discussion. 


36. With the view of counteracting the pernicious counsels and designs of | 


this person, and accelerating the satisfactory conclusion of my own discussions 
with his Excellency, I waited on him on the morning of the 4th instant, and 
expressed -my surprize and concern at the apparently unnecessary delay which 
had occurred in his bestowing official form and authenticity on those engage- 
ments which he had cheerfully contracted at our conference of the 30th ultimo, 
and had: even committed to writing, with his own hand, in my presence. I 
reminded him of the long period which had clapsed since his receipt of the 
Governor-General’s Ictter, and of the natural anxiety of the Government to be 
informed of his Excellency’s sentiments and resolutions, with a reference to the 
important subject of that letter. 1 hinted at the strange reports which 1 had 
heard respecting the agitation of his Excellency’s mind by: the counsels of some 
new advisers, and entreated him dispassionately to compare the nature and cha- 
racter of their advice with the suggestions which I had conveyed to him, in the 
name of his best and sincerest friend, the Right Honourable the Governor-Gene- 
ral in Council. 


37. His Excellency frankly avowed, that his mind had been greatly dis- 
turbed since the reccipt of my last letter; that he had actually written an answer 
to it in terms which he disapproved on reflection, and had now resolved to sup- 
press ; that he trusted entirely to my friendship ; that his engagements should be 
inserted as agreed on, and transmitted in the course of the day; and that every 
thing being now amicably scttled between us, the pleasures of our hunting excur- 
sion would, he hoped, be free from alloy. 


38. A suitable answer on my part put an end to our conference of the 4th 
instant; and in the evening of that day I had the satisfaction of receiving from 
his Excellency the letter of which No. 15 isa translation, with (No. 16,) its 
inclosure, the concluding number of this dispatch. 


39. His Excellency the Vizier moved out of his capital to camp, at the dis- 
tance of five miles, on the morning of the 7th instant, and I have. this day joined, 
and had the honour of breakfasting with bis Excellency, who appeared in high 
spirits, and received me with perfect cordiality. 


T have, &c. 


Vizier’s Camp, Mundeeawn, (Signed) 


sth April 1811. 


J. BAILLIE, 
Resident. 


No. I. 
Remarks by His Excellency the Vizter on the Governor-General’s Letter. 
Received 2d March 1811. 
( First.) 


The satisfaction with which I ob- 
served your Excellency’s acquiescence 
in the judicious arrangements suggested 
by the Resident, with a view to the 
settlement of those districts on princi- 
ples calculated to obviate the occur- 
rence of those disorders which have so 
repeatedly required the employment of 
the British troops, and to secure the 
regular realization of your revenues, 
has becn greatly impaired by perceiv- 
ing the obstacles which the conduct of 
your Excellency’s officers had opposed 

to 


I do not recollect that, with a refer- 
ence to the affairs of Sooltanpore, I ever 
agreed to a proposition which was not 
carried into effect, nor that you ever 
sugecsted any measure that was not 
complied with; exccpt, indeed, the 
proposal of sending Hukcem | Mehdi 
Alee Khan to those districts, which was 
set aside out of mere necessity, and 
from a consideration of the unsettled 
state of his own Llaka. 
have acknowledged that what you sug- 
gested was carried into effect, and that 

| ] issued 


You yourself 
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to the execution of the very measures 
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I issued my orders to the Aumils jn. 


which they were employed to facili- conformity with your suggestions. 


tate. 


(Second. ) 


And your Excellency further en- 
gaged always to advise with, and act in 
conformity to, the counsel of the officers 
of the Honourable Company. 


With reference to this particular sti- 
pulation, the late Governor-Geueral, 
Marquess Wellesley, in a paper which 
he delivered to your Excellency under 
his seal and signature, at the period of 
his visit to Lucknow in the year 1802, 
purporting to be a memorandum of the 
final result of the discussions between 
your Excellency and his Lordship, ob- 
served that your Excellency had enga- 
ged to advise with the British Govern- 
ment, and to conform to its councils, 
Mm) the establishment of an improved 
system of administration within the re- 
served dominions, and also in all affairs 
connected with the ordinary govern- 
ment of those dominions, and with the 
usual exercise of your Excellency’s es- 
tablishcd authority. 


(Third.) 
It would greatly facilitate the col- 
lection of the revenue, as well as in- 
crease 


I transmitted for your information 
the arzees which I received from Dyak- 


‘rishen and Mohummud Ashruff, denying 


the exaction of any heavy assessments 
of the country. If you can produce 
any letters or written documents of 
mine, in which I first agreed to a pro- 
posal and then retracted my consent, 
“i pleased to send them for my pern- 
pal. 


I am perfectly disposed to comply 
with the suggestions and advice of the 
Honourable Company’s officers, and to 
adopt the measures which they recom- 
inend for carrying tnto effect an im- 
proved system of administration, to be 
executed under my own authority and 
by my own officers, in the terms of the 
paper delivered to me under the seal and 
signature of the Marquess Wellesicy, a 
portion of which is copied below, | 
shall accordingly appeint Ameens; 
and after consulting with you and dis- 
cussing the subject fully, whatever we 
may both determine shall be strictly 
adhered to. 


Copy of the portion of the paper 
delivered by Marquess Wellesley, refer- 
red to above. 


“ His Excellency has engaged to 
“‘ establish within his reserved domi- 
‘* nions such a system of administra- 
“ tion as shall be conducive to the pros- 
“ perity of his subjects, and be calcu- 
‘* lated to secure the lives and proper- 
“© ty of the inhabitants. This system 
“ of administration 1s to be carried 
‘‘ into cflect by his Excellency’s own 
‘¢ officers and servants, and = by his 
“own authority. THis Excellency has 
“ lkewise cngaged to advise with, and 
‘act in conformity to the counsel of 
“ the officers of the Honourable Com- 
“* pany. 

“ In the establishment, therefore, of 
“an improved system of administra- 
“ tion within the reserved dominions, 
‘* and also in all affairs connected with 
“the ordinary government of these 
‘¢ dominions, and with the usual ex- 
“ ercise of his Excellency’s established 
“ authority, the Vizier has engaged to 
“ advise with the British Government 
‘* and to conform to ite counsels.” 


You will be pleased to state, ina 


distinct manner, how the real state and 
resources 


OUDE PAPERS. 


crease the future resources of the coun- 
try, if the assessment. of the lands 
throughout the country should be re- 
gulated by the real assets of the several 
districts, to be ascertamed by actual 
investigation, and be fixed for a certain 
term, aud if that assessment should be 
increased only in proportion to the aug- 
mentation of resources in the several 
districts, which might be expected to 
arise from an improved system.of ad- 
ministration. 


(Fourth.). 


The districts should be given: in 
charge to persons of established and 
respectable character, and of undoubted 
qualifications. Their tenure should be 
extended and secured to them whilst 
their conduct should continue to merit 
the confidence of their sovereign.. 


Fixed salarics should be assigned to 
them, and they should be allowed to 
derive a profit from the augmentation 
of the resources in their respective dis- 
tricts: an augmentation, however, 
which should depend not on the over 
assessment of the lands, but on in- 
creased cultivation and population, 
which will be the necessary conse- 
quence of the introduction of a just 
and moderate system of administration. 


(Fifth.) . 


The revenues to be paid by the Ze- 
mindars, Renters, and Ryots, should 
be fixed, on a full investigation of the 
capacity of the lands, by written engage- 
ments, which should be guaranteed by 
the State, and no more than what is spe- 


cified in those engagements, should on. 
a:ly account be exacted from the parties.. 


(Sixth.) 

The Zemindars and others with 
whom these engagements are contract- 
ed, should have the privilege of appeal- 
ing to the authority of the Government 
against any violation of them on the 
part of the Aumils, who would thus be 
restrained from oppression and exac- 
tion; and a similar restraint should be 
imposed on the landholders and far- 
mers, with respect to the engagements 
which they may take from others, 


(Seven th.) 


_ And those districts have now, I un- 
derstand, been parcelled out to a num- 
er of petty farmers, without any re- 
duction of the terms, and under cir- 
Cuinstances which preclude the possibi- 
lity vf ‘the duc realization of the reve- 


:4 
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resources, of the country can be ascer+ 
tained. | 


You will also be pleased to state to 
me, where I can ‘procure such persons 
of established and respectable charac: 
ter, and of undoubted qualifications, 
that when procured they may be nomi- 
nated accordingly ; but if afterwards 
they alter their conduct, so as to re- 
move my confidence from them, you 
must also tell me where others, possess- 
ing those qualities, can be found, to be 
appointed in the room of the former, 
and how the gnalities of men can be 
ascertained to my entire satisfaction. 


You will be pleased to state, in what 
manner a full investigation of the 
proceeds of the several mchauls can be 
made. 


When I shall have ascertained, with 
your advice, the actual proceeds of the 
several mehauls, I will tlien cause ene 
gagements to be taken from the Aumils, 
Zemindars, &c. agreeably to the tenor 
of the draft which may be furnished by 
you; and if any person act contrary to 
his engagements he shall be punished. 


Whatever has hitherto been done by 


me, with a reference to those districts,. 
has been in conformity to the established’ 


usage of this country, and after every 
practicable inquiry'into tHe réal state 
of the mchauls; not a single complaint 
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nue, without the gradual devastation have I yet received. from eny of the 
of the lands and the ruin of the-land- Ryots, nor has any discontent or dis. 
holders and peasantry. turbance occurred in the making of the 
collections: nevertheless, if it be deter. 
mined, with or without a good cause, to 
alter the present system, I desire that 
you will point out such a manner of car- 
rying this change into effect, as may 
tend to my reputation, to the increase 
of the revenues of my government, 
and the prosperity of my subjects -at 
large, and at the same time may not 
be contrary to those engagements al- 
| ready entered into by me, so as in any 
: degree to affect my reputation, or Cause 
| pecuniary loss. 


(Eighth.) | 

I have another motive, also, for ad- | As the Governor-General has trans- 
verting to this particular branch of the mitted particular instructions to you 
general subject, namely, a humane on this subject, whenever you renew 
consideration for the fate of thedepen- your representations, I shall be prepared 
dants of your late faithful servant, to give you an answer. 
Almass Alee Khan, who were unfortu- 
nately led to undertake the manage- 
ment of his districts on terms which it 
was not possible for them to fulfil, and 
who are exposed to the rigours of con- 
finement, and menaced with the con- 
fiscation of their property, for the 
liquidation of the balances of revenue 
occasioned by an immoderate assess- 
ment of the lands entrusted to their 
management. 


On this subject I shall transmit par- 
ticular instructions to the Resident, to 
whose representations, urged as they 
will now be under the express sanction 
of my authority, I entreat your Excel- 
lency’s favourable attention. 


A true translation : 


(Signed ) J. BAILLIE, 
» Resident. 





No. 2. 


Resident's Answers to His Excellency the Viziers Remarks on the Governor- 
‘General's Letter, Presented the 9th March 1811. 


I have derived considerable satisfaction from the general tenor of many of 
your Excellency’s remarks on the Right Honourable the Governor-General’s 
letter, because they evince a conviction, in your Excellency’s mind, of the 
importance and necessity of a complete #nd immediate reform of the system of 
assessment and realization of the revenue in your dominions, and a desire of 
obtaining information regarding the best practicable method of carrying that 
reform into effect. | | | 


As it is by no means my wish or intention to revive any former discussions.of 
a disagreeable nature between us, or to suspend your Excellency’s attention to the 
future important arrangements, by any retrospect of the past, i shall pass over 10 
silence the remark with which your Excellency has commenced on this occasion, 


observing merely, with a reference to the conduct of your officers in the dis- 


tricts 
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tricts of ‘Sooltanpore and Pertaubghur, that the schewe of a triennial settlement 
for those districts, which was the first and most essential requisite towards a just 
and beneficial arrangement for the future management of the districts, as 
repeatedly and. earnestly suggested by me, and as often promised by your 
Excellency, has not even yet been produced; and that although both your 
Excellency and I have been frequently told by your Aumils, and by Mohummud 
Ashruff in particular, that a moderate assessment has been made, and an advan- 
tageous settlement concluded, or nearly concluded, in all the districts under 
his charge, neither your Excellency nor I have yet been informed of the jumma 
of any one estate or village in the country, nor has a single revenue paper, of 
any description whatever, been hitherto submitted by the Aumil, whose duty it 
unquestionably was to transmit copies of all the engagements of the Zemindars, 
and vouchers of the statements in those engagements, for your Excellency’s 
knowledge and approbation, before the settlenients were concluded. 


In short, I consider the districts of Pertaubghur and Sooltanpore, notwith- 
standing all that we have heard from Mohummud Ashruff and the Aumils, to 
be at this momeut, and after all the trouble which they have occasioned to both 
your Excellency and me, with the exception of the reduction of fortresses, which 
we owe entirely to the British troops, in a condition as far removed from good 
order and advantageous settlement, as they were in the time of Hoolas Sing. 
But the measures by which the future good order of not those districts alone, 
but of the whole of your Excellency’s dominions, is to be restored and perma- 
nently established, are now in our joint contemplation, and to the delineation 
of those measures I shall therefore proceed immediately, and shall submit them 
for your Excellency’s consideration, in the form of answers to your remarks. 


Your Excellency, in the second of those remarks, has declared your acquies- 
cence in my original proposals, that Ameens should be deputed to those districts, 
&c. (recapitulate. ) 


Before proceeding, however, on the present occasion, to the adoption of this 
measure, let us first consider to what places the Ameens shall be deputed, and 
what duties they shall be required to perform. It appears to me to be indispen- 
sable, that a division of your Excellency’s dominions into four or five Zillahs or 
general departments, of proper extent, and then a subdivision of those Zillahs into 
districts yielding an annual revenue of from one to three lacs of rupees each dis- 
trict, be determined on and carried into execution with the least practicable 
delay. 


Then let an upright and intelligent Ameen be selected for each of those districts; 
and when your Excellency shall have made the selection, be pleased to inform 
me of the name, and character, as far as known to you, of the persons thus to be 
employed in offices of so high importance, that I also may endcavour to investi- 
gate their characters, and submit my opinion for your consideration ; after which 
let them be ordered to proceed to their districts, respectively, under written 
instructions for their guidance, a draft of which 1 shall have the honour of sub- 
mitting for your approval. 


In the third article your Excellency has doubted the practicability of ascer- 
taming the true revenue and resources of your country, and has inquired how this 
1s to be done, &c. 


The investigation and ascertainment of the revenue form the grand and sole 
object, and will prove to be the happy result, of the deputation of Ameens, as 

have suggested. . The duty of these Ameens, as prescribed by the instructions 
which I shall submit, will be to assemble and conciliate, in the first instance, 
the Chowdries, Conoongoes, and Putwarries of the several districts under their 
charge, and then to require from those officers the whole of the revenue papers 
of every village distinctly, for a period of ten years, with the wasilbaunkec 
accounts of the last and preceding years, and the scheme or register of the settle- 
ment for the year now drawing to a close. Those papers, after the minutest in- 
vestigation which may be practicable, to be transmitted, under the signature of 
the revenue officers, to the Presence, when your Excellency and I shali consider 
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them, and be enabled to form an accurate. judgment of the real resources ang 
assets of every district in your dominions. 


In the fourth article your Excellency. has desired me to inform you. where jn- 
telligent and opright men are to be found. 


The absence or deficiency of such men as your Excellency has described is, 
in my opinion, alone to be attributed to the unhappy system of administra- 
tion which has long prevailed in your dominions, to the instability of employment 
under your Government, and. to the danger of personal dishonour, as well as con- 
fiscation of property, which attends even temporary employment. When those 
obstacles shall be happily removed by the improved system of your administration, 
your Excellency will find many able and upright natives, desirous of employment 
In your service. 


In the provinces which your Excellency ceded to the Honourable Company, a 
majority, if not the whole of the native officers employed by the British Govern- 
ment as Tehsildars, &c. were the subjects of your Excellency’s dominions; yet 
they, having entire confidence in the Government, performed their duties with 
diligence, fidelity, and zeal, to the advantage and satisfaction of their employers. 
On the same principle, under an improved system of administration for your 
Excellency’s dominions, your Excellency may be perfectly assured that many 
able and upright men will be found to fill those offices under your Government; 
and I will cheerfully take it upon myself to procure as many as may be neces- 
sary. The proofs of their capacity and integrity, if possessing those qualifica- 
tions, will hereafter fully appear upon an examination of the documents which 
they transmit from their districts respectively to the Presence; and those only 
should be appointed Tehsildars, whose conduct as Ameens shall be ap- 
proved of. 


In the fifth article your Excellency desires to be informed of the means of 
ascertaining the real state of the mehauls. 


The real condition of the country will, I doubt not, be fully ascertained by the 
appointment of Ameens as I have suggested, and by their exertions in the 
manner pointed out in my answer to the third article, and in obedience to the 
instructions which I shall furnish. 


Your Excellency has stated in the sixth article, that when, with my advice, 
&c. 


The intention which your Excellency has declared in this article is highly com- 
mendable ; but the views of the British Government, as hinted at in the passage of 
the Governor-General’s letter, to which your Excellency has here referred, and 
detailed in his Lordship’s instructions to me, are still more extensive in their na- 
ture, and far more beneficial in their consequences, than your Excellency would ap- 
pear to have conceived. When a satisfactory settlement of your Excellency’s 
land revenue shall be concluded, and when the appointment of capable Tehsil- 
dars in all the districts shall have taken place, the establishment of an efficient 
police, and of a court of justice in each Zillah will be earnestly recommended to 
your Excellency, as a measure manifestly indispensable to give complete effect to 
the salutary arrangements which precede, that so a separation and distinction of 
the department of collection of revenue, in all its branches, from that of the dis- 
pensation of civil and criminal justice throughout the country may take place; 
that the subjects of your Excellency’s Government at large may have the gates of 
justice, and redress of grievances, open to them at all times; that the hand of 
oppression or extortion in the Aumils, and collectors of revenue, against the land- 
holders and peasantry, may be restrained ; that the just demands of those Aamils 
and collectors against the landholders and peasantry may be enforced, if neces- 
sary, by the regular process of the law, and the revenues of the Government 
may thus be duly realized; that the lives and property of the subjects may be 


abi and the detection and punishment of thieves and murderers may be 
ensured. 


Your 
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- Your Excellency has stated, in the seventh article of your remarks, that your 
measures, with a reference to those districts, have been in confurmity with the 
established usage of the country, &c. 


Although I have not heard that serious disturbances do actually exist in any 
other of those mehauls than Jugdeespore, yet the ruinous consequences of the 
present system of farming are equally to be apprehended in all of them, 
while that system shall prevail: and on this principle it is, that a total change 
of the system has been so earnestly recommended to your Excellency by the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, as absolutely necessary 
and indispensable, to remedy the evils which exist. That the suggested reform 
will be productive of those benefits, will serve to increase your Excellency's repu- 
tation, and greatly tend to the increase of your revenue as well as to the welfare 
and prosperity of your subjects, cannot reasonably be doubted ; and, with regard 
to your Excellency’s apprehension of a breach of your engagements with your 
farmers, it must be sufficient for me to remark, that having originally remon- 
strated against those engagements before they were entered into with the farmers, 
having repeatedly and earnestly represented to your Excellency the ruinous con- 
sequences which they would produce, and the failure of my representations 
having occasioned the Governor-General’s remonstrance on the subject, it follows 
that your Excellency’s consignment of those mehauls, under the envagements 
which are now referred to, was in direct opposition to my advice, and to the 
counsels of the British Government; and consequently that your Exccllency’s 
adherence to those engagements, or refusal to comply with my suggestions of 
reform on the ground of them, would necessarily now imply (which God 
forbid!) a departure from your engagements with our Government. Under 
these circumstances, I leave it to vour Excellency to judge which of the 
two considerations js the most important. A departure from engagements with 
those farmers, which were entered into contrary to my advice, or in other words, to 
the terms of your engagements with the Company, if productive of loss to the 
farmers, may very easily be repaired, without injury to vour Excellency’s reputa- 
tion; whereas a breach of your engagements with the Company may be produc- 
tive of the most ruinous effects, and an adherence tu those engagements must be 
beneficial in every point of view. | 


Your Excellency has stated in the cighth article, that us the Governor-General 
has transmitted particular instructions, &c. 


The Right Honourable the Governor-General has lett little for me to add to 
his own earnest intercession in behalf ot the dependants of Almass. Your 
Excellency cannot but be aware of the nature of my original instructions 
on this subject, which were issued on the death of Almass (vide Chief Secretary's 
despatch of the 10th of October 1808). In pursuance of those instructions, | 
have repeatedly, and on various occasions, had the honour of addressing your 
Excellency in favour of many of the dependants of Almass, and more particularly 
after the death of Ruhmut Alee Khan in favour of his women, and after the 
dismission of Khanazad Khan (Mirza Jan), on the subject of the adjustinent of 
hisaccounts, and the recovery of his demands from his subordinate Aumils. Your 
Excellency having been pleased to inform me, on one of the occasions in 
question, and in answer to my earnest representation, that I had nothing what- 
ever to do with the affairs or accounts of Mirza Jan, nor any title to address 
you in his behalf, it became my duty to report this discussion to the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council, who has been pleased to notice it 
in his Lordship’s letter to your Excellency’s address, and not only to approve my 
former representations on the subject, but to direct that the discussion be now 
renewed, under the express sanction of his authority, and be carried on toa 
satisfactory conclusion, by the equitable adjustment of the balances whici: are 
claimed from this unfortunate Aumil, so as to increase your Excellency’s repu- 
tation. 


Your Excellency will, I trust, do me the justice to belicve, that I am by no 
means desirous of occasioning your Excellency’s loss in the adjustment of , ac- 


counts with your Aumils ; and my recovery, on a former occasion, by your Excel- 
2K lency’s 
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lency’s particular desire, of the balances which were due by Almass, Is a proof of 
the sincerity of this assurance. | therefore take the liberty of suggesting, that your 
Excellency, as on the former occasion, will now also be pleased ta furnish me 
with a statement of the demands against Mirza Jan, and of the several exemp- 
tions which he pleads, that I may be enabled to form an accurate judgment on 
the case, and then to suggest to your [Excellency what may appear to be most 
advisable for the recovery of the just dues of the Sircar. Your Excelleney may be 
fully assured, that after inspecting the documents which you may send to me, and 
ascertaining the just amount of your demands, I shall be ready to support those 
demands with all the influence of my station; and that in the case of Mirza 
Jan’s refusal to discharge them, I shall myself submit to your Excellency the 
justice and expediency of his renewed and still more rigorous confinement. — 


The foregoing are my detailed observations in answer to your Excellency’s 
remarks on the subject of the Governor-Gencral’s letter. The concluding para- 
graph of that letter, however, which relates to Tujummool Hoossein Khan’s 
jagier, having been passed over by your Excellency in silence, and I having, in 
consequence, at our last personal interview, not only submitted my own senti- 
ments on the subject, but also conveyed to you, in explicit though delicate terms, 
the sentiments of surprize and concern with which the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General in Council had heard of the violation of rights, considered as 
under the guarantee of his Government, I naturally expected, as the result of 
those communications, that your Excellency would have ordered Tujummoo] 
Hoossein Khan to resume the management of his Jagier. Disappointed in this 
expectation, I now most earnestly request that, from a consideration of the extra- 
ordinary claims of this family to the favour of both States, your Excellency will 
be pleased, without any further delay, to reinstate ‘Tujummool Hoossein Khan 
in the unmolested possession of his jagiev, as an act of justice on the part of your 
Excellency, which cannot fail to be gratifying to the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General in Council in the highest possible degree. 


A true copy : 


(Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
Resident. 





No. 3. 
Draft of Proclamation. 


Be it known to the Chowdries, Canoongoes, Zemindars, Putwarries, Cultiva- 
tors, Ryots, and Peasantry at large of Pergunnah........., Gillah.....00.. Suobah 
Oude. 


That whereas the prosperity and happiness of my people must ever form the 
leading objects of my care, and whereas the present and long existing system of 
farming out the districts, with a view to the realization of the revenues, has 
appeared to be injurious to those objects, as affording to the farmers and Aumils 
the power of oppressing the landholders, and to the landholders of distressing 
their tenants, and others, the cultivators of the soil; therefore, and with the 
friendly advice and concurrence of the Honourable Company’s Government, 
whose interests are identified with my own, I have now fully determined to abolish 
the system of farming for ever, and to introduce in the room of it a system of 
assessment and collection of the revenues, by which the landholders, cultivators, 
and peasantry, being secure from the unjust exactions of Aumils and farmers, 
may with confidence proceed in the improvement and cultivation of their lands, 
paying only the just revenues of the Government, without failure or delay, and 
be in no ways liable to the oppression, tyranny, or extortion of any farmers or 
Tehsildars; that thus the revenue and resources of the country may be yearly 
increased, the cultivation of the land be so extended and improved that in pro- 
cess of tine no uncultivated land shall remain in my dominions, and that the 
frequent insurrections and commotions by which the landholders and peasantry 
are ruined, the expences of the Government increased, and general disorder 
excited, may now and for ever be at an end. ° 

With 
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With a view co carry this system into effect, I have accordingly nominated and 
puted able and upright Ameens into all the mehauls of my dominions. These 
meens will immediately proceed to the several districts under their charge, 
here having assembled all the landholders, Malgoozars, cultivators, and others 
the district, and having inspired confidence in their minds by apprizing them 
‘my benevolent intentions, they will commence a diligent inquiry into the 
tual state and condition of every town and village in the mehaul. They will 
mand fron the Chowdries, Canoongoes, Zemindars, and Putwarries of the 
strict, a true and accurate description of each village and estate, of its waste and 
tivated lands, of the condition of its inhabitants.and peasantry, and the causes 
‘their actual condition. ‘They will further require from those officers the 
yeral revenue papers which are specified in a separate list with which the 
meens have been furnished, and they will submit immediately to the Presence 
e result of their investigations, respectively, with the several documents alluded 
, with the least practicable delay. 


You are therefore hereby commanded to attend the Ameen of your district 
mediately on his arrival within its limits, to confide in him as the servant of 
i Government, to convey to him every information regarding the state and 
dition of the district, which he may require and you possess, without the 
vallest partiality or reserve, and to produce and deliver every document which 
ay be required by him without any hesitation or delay, being obedient to his 
ders in all things, and considering his favourable or unfavourable report, as 
lvanlayeous or injurious to your interests. You are, at the same time, strictly 
vhibited from giving or offering to the Amecn, or to any of his deputies. or 
rvants, directly or indirectly, the smaliest nuzzer, or bribe, or douceur, on 
ly pretext whatsoever. 

Consider these as the positive orders of the Presence, and act accordingly in 
‘ery respect. | 

A true copy : 


(Signed ) J. BAILureE, 
tesident. 





No. 4. 
Draft of Instructions to Ameens. 


Having been nominated to the office of Ameen in the pergunnah of .......4., 
llah ...eeeeee, YOu Will commence the performance of the duties of this office 
th integrity and care, and act in all respects agreeably to the instructions which 
e here written for your guidance, assuring yourself, in the case of your able 
id upright discharge of the duties which are now imposed on you, that you 
all hereafter be appointed a Tehsildar in some other Zillah or district, with a 
itable salary and establishment, and that you will never be dismissed nor 
moved without proof of neglect, or breach of trust, or some valid ground of 
smission. 

Article 1. 
A proclamation, under the seal of the Government, addressed to the land 
ders, officers of revenue, and peasantry at large, of the district to which you 
€ appointed, will be furnished to you before you proceed, and it will be your 
ity fully to comprehend and strictly to udhere to the tenor and objects of this 
oclamation. On your arrival at the sudder kutcherry of the pergunnah, you 
Il cause the proclamation to be stuck up ina conspicuous place; and having 
sembled the Chowdrics, Canoongoes, Mokuddums, Zemindars, Putwarries, 
>. of the pergunnah, you will explain to them its benevolent and salutary 
intents, and cause copies of it, in Persian and Hindee, to be promulgated in the 
veral villages. You will also furnish a copy to each of the Seeghadars and 
spectable landholders of the district, assuring them of the favour of the Govern- 
ent in the case of their complying with its contents. 


Article 2. 


After performing what is stated above, the next and most important duty of 
‘ur mission is to ascertain the real state and condition of the pergunnah com- 
mitted 
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mitted to your charge; and this can only be accomplished by your obtainin 
possession of all the revenue papers having reference to former years: [t- wilt 
therefore, be your particular care to execute this duty with the preatest assiduity 
and zeal, considering the duration of your employment as dependent on its satis. 
factory performance. You will demand from the several Seeghadars the whole 
of the revenue papers which are specified in the schedule annexed > you ‘will 
examine those papers minutely, and after satisfying yourself of their accuracy 
you ‘vill transmit them with a statement to the Presence. | > 


List of Papers to be required. 


1, A list of all the villages of the pergunnah both aslee and dakhilee, under 
the signature of the Seeghadars, with a detailed statement of the jumma of each 
village for the last ten years, bearing the signature of the Chowdries and 
Canoongoes. 


2. The-jumma-wasil-baukee accounts of the last and present year, viz. 1917 
and 1218 fusly, comprizing all exemptions and deductions from the revenue, 
the names of the landholders, or farmers, with the names of their respective 
securities, under the signature of the Secghadars. 


s. An account of the assessment of the several villages as settled for the 
fusly year 1218, signed by the Seeghadars and Zemindars, with a teruj. 


4. Jummabundee, or estimate, of the unsettled villages, with a khusra under 
the signature of the Zemiudars and Putwarries. 


5. Hesab-kird for the years 1217 and 1218, signed by the Seeghadars and 
Zemindars. 
_ 6. Copy of the kabooleats granted by the landholders and farmers, attested by 
the Seeghadars. 

7. A statement of the decrease of assessment of villages for the fusly year 
1218, under the signature of the Seeghadars and Zemindars. 

8. A statement of the increase of assessment of villages for 1217 and 1218 
fusly, signed by the Secghadars and Zemindars. 

9. Detailed statement of rent-free, or exempted, lands and villages, as also of 
nankar villages and lands, and of ready-money nankar. 


10. Established rules of durbundce and beggethce in the district, with reference 
to the land revenue and sayer duties, &c. | 

11. Detailed statement of the sayer duties, with a list of the several chowkees 
for the fusly years 1217 and 1218. 


12. Statement of gross collections from all the villages for the fusly years 
1217 and 1218, till the conclusion of the settlement for those years. 


13. A mowazena, or statement of the number of begahs of every estate in the 
district, ascertained by actual measurement. 


14. A statement of the yearly nuzuranah, bhait, &c., of the Aumil, and other 
officers under him, signed by the Seeghadars and Zemindars. 


15. Itlak, or statement of tulbana, &c., exacted from defaulting landholders 


and farmers. 


Article 3. 


As it is obvious that the Zemindars of the country, possessing hereditary and 
valuable rights in the soil, are more likely, from an apprehension of the loss 0 
those rights, to be faithful to the Government, and to pay their revenues duly, 
than any description of farmers, who, having no interest in the soil, do not scrupl¢ 
to embezzle the revenue, and to harass and oppress the cultivators, &c.; and as; 
independently of this consideration, it is desirable on cvery principle of justice, 
maintain the Zemindars, and to make them responsible for the revenue, you W! 
invariably keep those maxims in your view, and in no instance whatever, whe 


~the owner of the lands is to be found, will you transfer his rights ta a farmer,not 


commit any business to the latter which the former is willing and haat ad 
perform: 
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erform. In cases of disputed right to a zemindarry it will be your duty to in- 
vestigate the claims, and to hold proceedings on the subject, transmitting the 
result of your proceedings with the sunnuds of every claimant for the final deci- 
sion of the Government. 


Article 4. 


As many mehaulsin my dominions are now under the management of farmers, 
and as they must have adopted their measures for the realization of the revenues 
of this year, by receiving and entering into engagements with the Zemindars 
and sub-farmers of their districts, taking security doubtless from some, it will 
therefore be the duty of the Ameens to inspect the engagements in question, and 
to enforce the payment of the just demands of the Aumils, agreeably to the 
kabooleat and Puttah, transmitting copies of these documents to the Presence, 
with regular accounts of the payments, under the signature of the Seegha- 
dars; and it is further particularly desirable, that no just balances of revenue 
should remain after the close of the month of Jeith, or at all events after the 
end of Assaur 1218, when the collections of this year must terminate. 


Article 5. 


As a triennial settlement of the whole of the mehauls m my dominions has 
been resolved on, to commence with the ensuing fusly year 1219, so as to provide 
for the security of the landholders against any additional assessment till the end 
of the stipulated time, and also to secure to the cultivator the fair profits of his 
industry, under engagements entered into with the landholder, for the full term 
of the settlement, so that confidence and security may be established, in regular 
gradation, from the Government to the cultivator of the soil; with the view of 
carrying this settlement into effect, you are required, in the beginning of the 
month of Assaur, when the Zemindars shall be finally relieved from the demands 
of the present Aumils, and their lands shall be freed from the visits of Peadels 
enforcing those demands, to commence a personal tour and inspection of the 
district, taking with you some intelligent person well acquainted with the state of 
the country, either a Chowdry, Canoongoe, or Mirdaha, and to visit every 
village and estate, observing as minutely as possible the quantity and quality of 
the lands, both cultivated and waste, the condition and character of the land- 
holders, Mokuddums, and cultivators, comparing their assets and means with 
the amount of the present jumma, encouraging them in the improvement of their 
lands, and placing proper persons in each village to superintend the progress of 
the cultivation : ascertaining further the necessity of Tuckavee (for which if neces- 
sary, and hereafter granted to the Ryots, their bonds, with proper security, pay- 
able at the end of Aghun, with interest at the rate of twelve per cent, and obliga- 
tions for the cultivation of their lands, are to be taken, agreeably to a prescribed 
form). By these means, when the period for the triennial settlement shall arrive, 
the country will be in a proper condition, the true assets of every estate will be 
easily and satisfactorily ascertained, the Zemindars will have no pretext for 
resisting a fair settlement of the revenues, and no loss will arise to the Sircar. 
Instructions for concluding the scttlement will be issued in due time from the 
Presence. 


Article 6. 


A monthly allowance will be granted to you and your deputy, and other 
officers, at the rate of ......... per lac of rupees of the jumma, to commence from 
the date of your appointment and continue till the end of Bhadoon, when your 

ufy as an Ameen will terminate; after which, if your conduct be approved 
of, you shall be a pointed to the office of Tehsildar, with a suitable salary and 
establishment. The appointment of your subordinate officers in the station of 
meen and Tehsildar will be left at your own discretion, and their allowances 
may be fixed by yourself. But you are hereby strictly prohibited from demand- 
Ing, or receiving for yourself, or for any of your deputies or other subordinate 
Officers, and from admitting of their receiving, directly or. indirectly, any nuz- 
zers, bribes, or douceurs, from the Zemindars, Malgoozars, or Ryots, upon any 
pretext whatsoever, and under the certain and unavoidable penalty of severe 
and 
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and exemplary punishment, in addition to dismissal from office without the hop ‘ 
of future employment. | 
A true translation : 
(Siened) J. BAILureE, — 
Resident. 





No. 5. 
From his Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 12th March 1811.) 


In your answer to the seventh article of my remarks on the Governor-Gene- 
ral's letter, you have stated that my consignment of those mehauls to the per- 
sons In question was in direct opposition to your advice, and to that of the Britis! 
Government, and consequently that I might be said to have committed a breach 
of my engagements with the Honourable alone &e. 


The perusal of those expressions has occasioned the greatest distress and 
uneasiness to my mind. As I consider the introduction of such expressions into 
any of your letters as fraught with the most injurious consequences to myself 
and totally unnecessary on this occasion, I return your official note, and beg of 
you, for the friendship subsisting between us, and with the view of relieving my 
mind, to withdraw the expressions in question, and send back your paper of 
remarks tu me with the alteration which I require in its terms. A breach of 
engagement with the British Government was never, and can never be, in my 
thoughts. When you send back your remarks with the prescribed alteration you 
will also return this letter. 


A true translation: 


(Signed) J. BAtLyir, 
Resident. 


No. 6. - 
To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 12th March 1811.) 


I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter of this date. Being 
ever desirous of complying with your Excellency’s wishes to the utmost prac- 
ticable extent, I am perfectly ready to gratify you on the present occasion, by 
withdrawing the expressions which you object to, although I applied them after 
mature deliberation, provided that, by doing so, the accomplishment of the just 
objects of the British Government shall not be prevented or delayed. 


I have accordingly made an alteration in the language of the seventh article 
of my remarks, which though it still serve to convey my decided and unalterable 
sentiments on the measure to which it has reference, will, I trust, be approved by 
your Excellency, as greatly softened in the manner. 


Your Excellency’s letter is also returned with the paper of remarks agreeably 
to your desire. 
A true copy: 
(Signed) J. Barurrr, 
Resident. 


No. 7. 


Replies by His Excellency the Vizier to the Resident's Answers. (Received the 
Q1st March 1811.) 


With regard to what you have stated in the first of these enswers, namcly, 
“ that the scheme of a settlement for the districts of Sooltanpore and Pertaub- 
‘« ghur, which was the first and most essential requisite towards a beneficiul 
“ arrangement,” &c. 


_ The case is this : that the causes of the delay in transmitting a perfect scheme 
of a settlement for the districts in question have already been explained to you, 


and that the non-arrival of a perfect scheme can orily be ascribed to — . 
© tnos 
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those causes. In the scheme which I received from the Aumils, it is written 
that a correct statement of diminution and increase in the jumma would be 
afterwards furnished when the real assets were ascertained. I did not myself 
consider that scheme as satisfactory, and accordingly told you so at one of our 
personal interviews. A document, therefore, which was considered as incor- 
rect by myself, for what purpose should I send it to you? With respect, again, 
to your observation of our not having received the jumma-bundy of any one 
village or estate ; if a perfect scheme of the settlement had arrived, the jum- 
ma-bundy would have doubtless been contained in it: and with regard to your 
remark, that ‘ notwithstanding Mohummud Ashruff’s and the other Aumil’s 
‘«« representations,” &c.; every paper conveying information of the conclusion, 
or approaching conclusion, of the settlement of those districts, which I have 
received, copies of them have invariably been sent to you, because it is not 
my wish or desire to conceal any thing from you. 


In the second article you have stated, that ‘ it is first necessary to consider 
ss to what places the Ameens shall be deputed, and what duties they shall be 
‘© required to perform.” 


On the 18th Suffer 1226 (15th March 1811), [issued orders to my beloved 
sons, Shums-ood Dowlah and Nuseer-ood Dowlah, and to other offcers,to search 
for and procure some upright and able candidates for the situation of Ameens, 
who shall first be sent to those Elakas which you consider as in an unsettled state. 
The draft of instructions which you furnish shall first be discussed between us. 
Such parts as I may not approve or understand, after consulting with you, shall 
be withdrawn from it, and final instructions shall then be prepared and deli- 
vered to the Ameens, with orders to pay strict attention to them. But you 
must first detail to me the necessary qualifications of Ameens, that persons so 
qualified may be selected. In short, the Ameens must be chosen and appointed 
by me; and with regard to the instructions to be furnished to them, those shall 
be determined on by mutual consent, and executed under my orders. 


In the third answer you have stated, that ‘* the duty of those Ameens will 
‘“‘ be to require from the Chowdries, Canoongoes, and Putwarries, the whole of 
‘* the revenue papers,” &c. 


I shall issue my orders to the Ameens agreeably to what you have suggested ; 
but I recommend that this measure be carried into effect by actual measure- 
ment of the cultivated and waste lands, and of lands capable of being culti- 
vated, in which case the exact measurement of the lands, as well as the amount 
of the jumma, will be ascertained, and the boundaries of villages will also be 
fixed, so as to preclude future claims or disputes among the Zemindars on ques- 
tions of unsettled boundary. 


In the fourth answer you have stated, that “ the deficiency of menof abilities 
** is,” in your opinion, “ alone to be attributed to the present system of adminis- 
* tration in my dominions, to the instability of employment under my Govern- 
“* ment, and to the danger of personal dishonour,” &c. 


I have never broken my engagements nor retracted my promise in any way, 
so as to create want of confidence in the people: on the contrary, many of 
the Aumils have broken their engagements with my Goverament, and J have 
knowingly put up with the loss and released them from confinement. With 
regard to those who are still confined, I have frequently required them, in the 
first instance, to liquidate their arrears agreeably to the statements prepared by 
my officers, and afterwards to their own statements, giving credit for all their 
Claims, nay for more than they could justly require; yet, destitute of shame as 
well as honesty, they still retain the just dues of the Sircar. 


- You suggest that “such Amecns as shall perform their duties properly shall here- 
‘* after be appointed Tehsildars.” But, in this case, if the Ameens be previously 
informed, that after ascertaining the jumma of their Elakas and transmitting 
the revenue papers for ten years, with the wasil-baukee accounts, to the Pre- 
sence, they will be appointed to the office of Tehsildar, it is probable that, for 
theic own future advantage, they will knowingly lower the jumma and state a 
less than the real amount. I therefore think it would be more advisable to 
separate 
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separate the two -offices entirely ; or, at all events, that no Ameen shall-be 
appointed Tehsildar in the Zillah in which he may have acted as Ameen. In. 
this latter mode the Ameens who are found to be deserving may still be 
rewarded, and the opportunity for fraud may be prevented. 


In the sixth artiole yon have stated, that ‘ the views of the British Govern- 
«« ment, as hinted at in the Governor-General’s Jetter to my address,” &c. 


After the new system of assessment and administration of the revenue shall 
be carried into effect, an efficient police, and a court of justice, as recommended 
by the Governor-General and by you, shall also be established by my orders. 


In answer to the seventh article you have stated, that ‘* to remedy the evils 
“ which at present exist, a total change of the system has been earnestly recom- 
‘«* mended to me by the Governor-General,” &c. 


What the Governor-General has recommended shall certainly be carried into 
effect. It is, of course, my particular desire, that the population of the country 
be increased, the happiness and prosperity of my subjects be provided for, that 
present or future loss of revenue tv the Sircar be effectually guarded against, 
and that the revenues should yearly increase. If those objects can be accom. 
plished by the change of the present system, it is well, and I have no objection 
whatever. 


With regard to what you have stated, that “ my apprehension of a breach of 
“ my engagements,” &c. 


Praise be to God, that as yet no breach of engagement has ever been com- 
mitted by me, nor can any take place hereafter. | have not, on the present 
occasion, done any thing unprecedented or new, that you should have 
advised me to desist from it. What I have done was in perfect confor- 
mity with the long-established usage of the country, against which no Re- 
sident at this court had ever hitherto remonstrated ; and thanks be to God, 
that no bad effects have hitherto arisen from the measures. Neither would 
any objection have been made in Calcutta to those measures, if you bad not 
written on the subject: but your representations have, of course, occasioned 
what has happened. It matters not: you will now consider me as intent on 
carrying the new system into execution. 


In the eighth article you have requested me to furnish you with a statement 
of the demands against Mirza Jan, and of the several exemptions which he 


pleads, &c. 


Kbanazad Khan and his property were the property of Almass, and Almass 
himself belonged to me, consequently Khanazad too is my property, and you 
have no right to interfere. My intention towards Mirza Jan shall be commu- 


nicated to you hereafter. 


The conclusion of the eighth article of your observations relates to Tujum- 
mool Hoosein Khan’s jagier, &c. 


I am not inclined to bestow lands in jagier, because but a small portion of 
my territory now remains in my genie ; and if I continue to distribute this 
by little and little to jagierdars, I shall by and bye have no authority whatever. 
Further, as I have no intention whatever with a reference to this jasicr but 
the preservation of my own authority over it, and the clear revenue, after deduc- 
tion of expences, will still be paid to the Khan, why not permit the jagier, a5 
at present, to be managed by the Aumil of the Sircar, so that no loss may be 
sustained by the Khan? My authority over the lands may be maintained, aod 
disputes between the Ryots of the khalsa and jagier may be prevented. 

With respect to my transferring the jagier to an Aumil of my own selec- 
tion without having previously consulted you on the subject. The case 18 
this; the jagier has not been transferred to any new Aumil, but. still re- 
mains in the hands of the person to whom it was formerly consigned, = 
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the entire consent of the jaghierdar: in addition ta all which you may recol- 
lect that I mentioned to you ona former occasion, my desire of including the 
jagier of Mudar-ood-Dowlah in the khalsa, for the reasuns which are here 
stated. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Baruxre, 
Resident. 





No. 8. 


To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 2{st March 1811, in Persian, 
a and by the Resident’s band.) , . 


On my receipt of your Excellency’s message by Ameer Hyder the day 
before yesterday, importing that your replies to my observations were nearl 
finished, and that procrastination was by no means your object, I had intended 
to submit to your Excellency, that as my observations contained little else 
than an explanatory detail of the subjects of the Governor-General’s letter, a 
reply to them seemed to me to be unnecessary, and that an answer from your 
‘Excellency to his Lordship’s letter, announcing the occupation of your mind 
in giving effect to the system which he had recommended, and your 
acquiescence in the two concluding points of his letter, namely, the just 
and moderate settlement of your Excellency’s demand against Mirza Jan, and 
the restoration of Tujummool Hoosein Khan’s jagier, appeared to me to be 
all that was required on your Excellency’s part for the present. 


I was accordingly occupied in preparing a letter for your Excellency to the 
foregoing effect, when a paper, containing your replies to my observations, 
was just now put-into my hands by your Excellency’s servant, Sooruj Bhan. It 
is impossible to describe to your Excellency the degree of surprize and concern 
with which I have perused and reflected on the contents of this extra- 
ordinary document. I shall not, for the present, convey to you the answer 
which it appears to require, because I am unwilling to place upon record the 
sentiments with which it has inspired me, without an obvious and established 
necessity that I trust will never occur ; and, therefore, on Saturday next, I shall 
have the honour of waiting on your Excellency, to explain those sentiments in 
person, to submit for your serious consideration what appears to me to be indis- 
pensable towards preserving and strengthening the bonds of amity between the 
two States, and to convey to you more explicitly than I have hitherto done, the 
instructions with which I have been honoured by the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General in Council. ‘ 


A true translation : 
(Signed) J. Baruuic, 


Resident. 





No. 9. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written in Persian, in the Resident’s hand, 
43d March 1811.) 


In compliance with your Excellency’s desire at our conference uf this morn- 
ing, 1 have prepared, and have the honour of transmitting to you, the enclosed 
draft of the terms of the three articles of your replies to my observations, 
which were proposed and agreed to be substituted in the room of those to 
which I objected, and which your Excellency agreed to withdraw. 


With a reference to the only important article of the document in question 
which still remains unadjusted, namely, the selection and appointment of 
Ameens with my previous knowledge and concurrence, as your Excellency 
as been pleased to resist my earnest and repeated suggestions of the propriety 
and eminent advantages of this truly salutary measure, it only remains for me 
to request that you will detail the grounds of your dissent to this important 
| Z proposition 
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proposition, in your answer to the Governor-General’s lettér, or in a letter to my 
address, as was determined on at our conference in the morning. . ... 


4 


A true translation: 


(Signed) J. Bartuie, 
Resident. 





No. 10. 
Draft of Replies. 


Article Second. 


In conformity with your suggestions, a division and subdivision of my domi- 
nious shall be carried into immediate effect, and for this purpose Roy Dyak- 
rishen has already been summoned to the Presence, that the situation and 
extent of the several Zillahs and mehauls, and the amount of the jumma of 
each, may be ascertained from the records in his possession, after which, 
Ameens, possessing all the qualities, if possible, which are described in the 
Governor-General’s letter, and in your remarks, shall be deputed to ail the 
mehauls, and the instructions, proclamations, &c., drafts of which have been 
submitted by you, with such alterations as on discussion we may mutually 
agree to, shall be furnished to all the Ameens. 


Article Eighth. | 
In compliance with the wishes of the Right Honourable the Governor. 
General, the rigorous measures which have been hitherto adopted, with a refe- 
rence to Khanazad Khan, shall immediately cease, and a statement of the just 
balances against him shall be sent for your investigation. 


Concluding Paragraph of the Eighth Article. 

Although no injury nor loss could, in my opinion, arise to Toujummool Hoo: 
sein Khan, from committing the management of his jagier to an Aumil of my 
selection, yet, in compliance with the Governor-General’s desire, the jJagier 
shall be restored to the Khan. 

A true translation : 
(Signed) J. Bariuie, 
Resident. 





No. 11. 
Amended Replies from His Excellency the Vizier. (Received 29th March 1811.) 


Article 1. 
The same in sense as before, with a trifling alteration in the words: 


Article 2. 


In the second article you have stated, that ‘it is first necessary to consider 
‘*‘ to what places the Ameens shall be deputed,” &c. 


On the 18th of Suffer 1226, I issued orders to my beloved sons, Shums-ood 
Dowlah and Nusseer-ood Dowlah, and to the other officers of my Government, 
to search for and procure some upright and able candidates for the situation 
of Ameens. The draft of instructions to the Ameens which you have fur- 
nished shall be attentively perused. Such parts as I may not approve, after 
consulting with you, shall be withdrawn from it, and final instructions shalt thea 
be prepared and delivered to the Ameens; and such division and subdivision 
of my dominions as you shall suggest, after discussion between us, shall be car- 
ried into immediate effeet under my authority and by my officers, and for this 
purpose Roy Dyakrishen has already been summoned to the Presence, that 
the situation and extent of the several Zillahs and mehauls, and the amount of 
the jumma of each, may be ascertained from the records in ‘his possession, 
after which the division and subdivision shall take place, and Ameéus posséssifg 


the qualities which are described in the Governor-General’s letter ea he: 
depute 
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deputed by me to all the mehauls. In short, the Ameens must be chosen and 
appointed by me, and the whole system must be established under my authority 
and by my officers with your advice. _ But the mode which you have sug- 
gested for the appointment of Ameens cannot be acceded to by me, because, in 
that case, it would be necessary that, after selecting proper persons for the office, 
I should write to you to inform me who should be appointed and who should 
not be appointed. ‘You will naturally approve of some and reject others, and I 
should be obliged to comply with your suggestions on this point: hence it is 
obvious, that the selection and appointinent, or rejection of the Ameens, would 
proceed under your authority, and that I should have no further power nor au- 
thority in the matter, but merely those of informing you and requiring your 
consent; and this circumstance being generally known, not one of the Ameens 
would be obedient to my orders nor regard my authority. I can never, theré- 
fore, consent to the appointment of Ameens in a manner which would diminish 
my authority, more particularly as it is stipulated in the concluding part of the 
seventeenth article of the treaty concluded with the British Government in the 
time of Sir John Shore, that “I shall possess full authority over my house- 
« hold affairs, hereditary dominions, my troops and my subjects ;” and in the 
sixth article of the treaty of cession it is stated, « that the Honourable the East- 
«© India Company thereby guarantee to me, my heirs and succegsors, the posses- 
‘¢ sion of the territories which will remain after the territorial cession, towether 
«* with the exercise of my and their authority within the said dominions ; and I 
‘‘ engage always to advise with, and act in eonformity to the counsel of the 
‘ officers of the said Honourable Company.” 


Articles 3, 4, 6, and 7. 


The same as before. 
Article 8. 


In the eighth article you have requested me to furnish you with a state- 
ment of the demands against Mirza Jan, and of the several exemptions which 
he pleads, &c. 


Khanazad Khan and his property were the property of Almass, and Almass 
himself’ belonged to me; consequently Khanazad too is my property, and you 
have no right to interfere. But in compliance with the wishes of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General, which it is my duty and my inclination to 
attend to, the troopers and others placed over Khanazad Khan have been with- 
drawn, and two chupprassies only are over him. 


A statement of the just balances against him shall be sent for your inves- 

tigation. 
Concluding Paragraph of the Eighth Article. 

The same as before, with an addition of these words: ‘ Yet, in compliance 
“ with the Governor-General’s desire, the jagier shall be restored to the 
“ Khan.” 

A true translation : 
(Sioned) J. Barxutiz, 
Resident. 





No. 12. 


Second amended Paper of Replies from His Excellency the Vizier. (Received 
the lst April 1811.) 


Article 1. 
Exactly as before. 
Article 2. 
Also the same. 
: | Article 3. 


; The same as in the first paper of replies, with the following addition: “ And 
; the Ameens having proceeded to their respective Elakas, all papers and docu- 
' ments relative to the scheme of scttlement, and of every other nature whatever, 
which they may transmit to the Presence, shall be submitted to your investi- 

‘* gation, 
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‘* gation, and copies of them shall be furnished for that purpose ; after which, 
“aif the papers or proceedings of any Ameen shall appear to you to be 
‘ improper,.and you satisfy me of the impropriety of his proceedings, that 
“ Ameen shall be immediately dismissed, and another person shall be selected 
‘‘ by me to succeed him. But if the proceedings and papers of the Ameen 
“ shall be approved, he shall continue in employment, and be appointed to some 
‘¢ other district.” ) 
Article 4. 

The.same as before (vide first paper of replies), with an addition in the fol- 
lowing terms; “and as it is your particular desire, that whenever an Aumil 
“ shall make a requisition for the aid of the British troops, you shall first be satis- 
‘* fied of the truth of his statements and the justice of his demands ; my orders 
shall therefore be issued to the Aumils, that on every occasion of a payment of 
‘‘ revenue by the Zemindars, they invariably give a dakhela, or receipt, under their 
** seals, for the amount of that payment, to the Malgoozars, so that whenever an 
* Aumil shall request the aid of the troops for the enforcement of any demanda, 
“the kabooleat or engagement of the Zemindar, which will be found among the 
“‘ records of the-Government, may be submitted to your inspection, and acopy of 
“it sent to you for this purpose, with copies of the dakhelas or receipts; and you 
‘“‘ may be thus satisfied of the true state of the case before you direct the punish- 
ment of the Zemindars.” 

Article 6. 


Exactly as before. 

Article 7. : 

Do. do., leaving out the words “ that you should have advised me to desist 
‘¢ from it.” 

Article 8. 

The same, in as far as it relates to Khanazad Khan, but in the conclusion of 
it, having reference to Tujummool Hoossein Khan’s jagier, the preamble is totally 
omitted, and there are merely the following words: “ Although no injury or 
“ loss could, in my opinion, arise to Tujummool Hoosein Khan, from commit- 
“ ting the management of his Jagier to an Aumil of my selection, yet, in 
“ compliance with the Governor-General’s desire, the jagier shall be restored 
“ to the Khan.” 


A true translation : 


(Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
Resident. 





No. 13. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 1st April 1811, in Persian, in the 
| Resident’s hand.) 


I have had the honour of receiving your Excellency’s letter of this date, with 
your authenticated replies to the observations which [ had the honour of sub- 
mitting to you in my letter of the 9th ultimo. 


Observing aun essential difference between the terms of several articles 
contained in this document and those which were agreed on at our conference, 
and recollecting your Excellency's repeated assurance that this unpleasant dis- 
cussion should terminate before your bunting excursion commenced, Iam at 
a loss in what manner to reply to your Excellency’s other letter of the same date, 
announcing the day of your march to be Saturday the 6th instant. For the 
present, in compliance with your Excellency’s desire, 1 have instructed the 
commanding officer of the troops to hold a battalion of Sepoys in readiness to 
attend you. But I trust that your-Excellency will lose no time in reconsidering 
the document which you have sent to me, reflecting on the terms.of our agreement 
at our last conference, and informing me of the result of your deliberation. 


A true translation : | 
Signed J. BAILLIE 
ey eis 
No. 
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No. 14. . 
' To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the ¢d April 1811.) 


Immediately on my receipt of your Excellency’s letter of the Ist instant with 
its enclosure, I addressed a note to you in my own hand-writing, expressive of 
my concern at the essential difference which appeared to me between the. terms 
of some of your Excellency’s replies and those which were agreed on at our 
conference. 


I now, in compliance with the desire communicated through the medium 
of Ameer Hyder, proceed to explain to your Excellency the difference to which 
I ha vealluded. 


With a reference to the measure of appointing Ameens with my previous 
advice and concurrence, which your Exceliency has expressly rejected, I had the 
honour of stating to you at our conference, that supposing, fur the sake of 
experiment, the acquiescence of the British Government in your Excellency’s 
appointment of Ameens, without previously consulting the Resident, in what 
manner, I would ask, was the conduct of the several Ameens, under the 
instructions which I have suggested, to be hereafter judged of by me, or cor- 
rected; if necessary, by your Excellency? And further, after the settlement 
of the country under the new system should be concluded, and Tehsildars 
should be nominated and established for the future collection of the revenue, 
in what manner was the Resident to be satisfied of the proper conduct of 
those Tehsildars, of their strict adherence to their engagements with the land- 
holders, and of the justice of all their demands, which our troops might be 
called upon to enforce, and to which it was now my bounden duty to refuse my 
support or assistance, until satisfied of their justice in every respect ? 


After a long discussion of those questions, your Excellency was ultimately 
pleased to agree, with a view to my satisfaction on the first point, that all the 
proceedings of the Ameens, and copies of the several papers which they might 
transmit to the Presence, should be explained and forwarded for my information, 
and that my opinion of those proccedings and papcrs, after investigation and 
discussion with your Excellency, should guide the continuation of the Ameens, 
or their dismission from the several offices to which your Excellency had origi- 
nally appointed them. 


For my satisfaction on the latter point, namely, the conduct and proceedings 
of the Tehsildars, your Excellency was pleased to assure me, that copies of all 
the cngugements, whether kabooleat, putta, ckrar-namah, or other obligation 
whatsoever, which might be received or entered into by the Tehsildars, should 
be furnished for my information; and you were further pleased to declare, that 
an engagement to this effect should be inserted in the second article of 
your replies, and follow the detail of your objections to my original proposition 
regarding the Ameens, or should be conveyed by a separate letter to my address, 
under your Excellency’s signature or seal. 


_ Your Excellency, [ admit, has inserted the former of those two engagements 
in the document which is now before me; but it is omitted in its proper place, 
aud is subjoined. to the third article of your replies, with which it has no con- 
nection whatever: and with regard to the second engagement, namely, that of 
your furnishing me with copies of the proceedings of the Tehsildars, your Exeel- 
lency has not only introduced it in a wrong place, as the conclusion of the fourth 
article, but has also been pleased to limit its beneficial influence in a manner and 
degree which could never have been in my contemplation. In fact, by the terms 
this second engagement, neither your Excellency nor I would possess nor be 
enutled to information, regarding the proceedings of any of the Tehsildars, until 
4commotion should be excited tn the country, and then we should merely be 
apprized of the proceedings respecting such individual landholders or others as 
resisted the demands of the Tel:sildar, and were actually in a state of rebellion. 


_ Under these circumstances, it becomes my indispensable duty to request that, 
'N pursuance of your Excellency’s promise, the engagement having reference to 
| 3 A the 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
3 May 1811. 

Letter 
from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Benge! Political 
Consultatigns, 
3 May I81}. 
Letter 
from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Letter from the 
Vizier, 


182 OUDE PAPERS. 


the Ameens, be inserted in its proper place, as a qualification of the second 
reply, and in the terms of the conclusion of the third ; and that a satisfactory 
assurance, having reference to the conduct of the Tehsildars, be also subjoined 
to the second article, as a further indispensable qualification of your Excellency’s 
continued dissent from my beneficial proposal. 


In the eighth article of your Excellency’s replies, having reference to Khana- 
zad Khan, though your Excellency have been ultimately pleased to acquiesce in 
the just and humane intercession of the Right Honourable the Governor-General 
in Council, in behalf of this unfortunate Aumil, and the ends. of justice and 
humanity be consequently answered, yet as your Excellency has persisted in the 
assertion of your right over the person and property of Khanazad Khan as over a 
slave, notwithstanding my repeated and apparently, nay avowedly, satisfactory 
arguments, against the legality or justice of this claim, it has now become my 
duty to convey to you, in more explicit terms than I wished, the grounds on 
which I solemnly deny that the right in question can be adinitted. 


Almass Alee Khan is declared and allowed to have been purchased, or acquired 
as a slave, by one of your Excellency’s ancestors ; yet the original slavery of 
Almass, or the right of property in your Excellency’s ancestors over him, if 
tried and determined by the tenets of the Mahomedan law, would be found 
to be utterly untenable ; in addition to which, the known circumstances of his 
having been employed as an Aumil or farmer of a large portion of the country 
during three successive Governments, and having annually required and obtained 
from his Sovereign acquittances of the revenue for which he was bound, are so 
totally inconsistent and incompatible with the condition ofa slave, as to pre- 
clude the necessity fur further argument. But admitting, for argument’s sake, 
that Almass was your Excellency’s slave, Khanazad is not the son nor the slave 
of Almass, that he should be the heir of his ancestor’s bondage. He is a mussul- 
man of known parentage, and the adopted child of Almass ; and that a mussul- 
man, the adopted son of a mussulman, should be a slave, is as contrary to the 
Mahomedan law as it is contrary to reason and justice. 


To conclude, if the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, under 
whose express sanction and command I have the honour of addressing your 
Excellency in behalf of Khanazad Khan, had considered this unfortunate person 
and his property in the light in which you have viewed them, your Excellency 
would never have been troubled with my intercession in his behalf. 


I earnestly suggest the propriety of your Excellency’s departing from this claim, 
and abridging the terms of the eighth article of your replies, as you bave very 
properly done with a reference to the conclusion of that article. 


A true copy: 


(Signed) J. Barixie, 
Resident. 





No. 13. 


From His Excellency the Vizier to J. Baillie, Esq., Resident. (Received the 
4th April 1811.) 


I have received your letter, dated the Ist instant, in answer to mine of the 
29th ultimo, suggesting an alteration in the terms of some of my replies to you! 
observations. 

In compliance with your suggestions, I have made the necessary alterations, 
and transmit to you a new paper,containing them. Return my former replies. 

A true translation : 
(Signed) J. Bar.ereg, 
™ | Resident. 
No. 
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No. 16. 


Third amended Repties from His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 4th 


April 1811.) 


Article 1. 
Asin the first amended replies. 
Article @. 

As in the first amended replies, with the following additions: “ And the 
Ameens having proceeded to their respective Elakas, all papers and docu- 
ments relative to the scheme of a settlement, and of every other nature what- 
ever, which they may transmit to the Presence, shall be submitted to your 
investigation, and copies of them shall be furnished for that purpose; after 
which, if the papers or proceedings of any Ameen shall appear to you to be 
improper, oe you satisfy me of the impropriety of his proceedings, that 
Ameen shall be immediately dismissed, and another person shall be selected 
by me to succeed him: but if the proceedings and papers of the Ameen 
shall be approved, he shall continue in employment and be appointed to some 
other district. Further the papers transmitted by those Ameens which may 
be finally approved with your advice, shall be given to the Tehsildars, with 
strict orders to abide by them in forming the settlement of the districts; and 
after the settlement is concluded, to transmit all the original engagements of 
the Malgoozars, such as ekrar-namah, kabooleat, malzamin, and _hazir 
zaminee, with copies of the puttahs which they grant, to the Presence, for the 
purpose of being recorded, keeping copies for their own guidance; and for all 
payments of revenue which are made, to grant dakhelas or receipts under 
their seals, that so, if at any future period a 'Tehsildar represent tothe Pre- 
sence the failure of Zemindars in their engagements, or resistance to the autho- 
rity ofthe Tehsildar, requiring troops to coerce them, the several engagements 
of the Zemindars, which will then be on the records of the Government, may be 
ready for your inspection, and copies of them, with copies of the dakhelas, 
shall accordingly be sent for your perusal, that after satisfying yourself of the 
rebellious conduct of the Zemindars, and their actual breach of their engage- 
ments, you may take measures for their coercion and punishment.” 


Article 3. 
As it stood in the original replies, without any addition or alteration. 
Articles 4 and 6, 

As in the original replies. 

Article 7. 
As in the second amended replies. 

Article 8. - 
In the eighth article you have requested me to furnish you with a statement 


of the demands against Mirza Jan, and of the several exemptions which he 
pleads, &c. 


In compliance with the wishes of the Right Honourable the Governor-Ge- 


neral, which it is my duty and my inclination to attend to, the troopers and 
others placed over Khanazad Khan have been withdrawn, and two Chupprassies 


only are over him. A statement of the just balances against him shall be sent 
for your investigation. 


Coaclusion of article eight as in the second amended replies. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) J, BatLiig, 
Resident. 
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To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 
1. Iam directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, dated the 8th 
ultimo, reporting your proceedings under the instructions of Government, 
contained in my letter of the 28th of December 1810. 


@. His Excellency in Council duly appreciates the arduous nature of the 
discussions which the peculiar character and disposition of his Excellency the 
Vizier produced, in the progress of your endeavours to obtain his Excellency’s 
consent to the scheme of reform so earnestly recommended by this Government, 
and considers the conduct of the negociation to be highly creditable to your 
judgment, ability, and address. The issue of the application in favour of 
Mirza Jan, and for the release of Tujummool Hoossein Khan’s jagier, is a 
subject of peculiar gratification to Government. The satisfaction which his 
ExceHency in Council derives from the result of the negociation relative to the 
question of reform, as far as it has hitherto been made known to him, is however 
qualified by the reflection, that the Vizier’s acquiescence in the main points of 
your proposed arrangemcnts must be ascribed more to the energy and firmness 
with which you have urged them, than to a cordial admission, on the part of 
his Excellency, of the expediency of the suggested measures, and to a sincere 
desire to carry them into effect. 


3. The system of proceeding which you proposed to the Vizier as the basis of 
a reform of the internal administration, appears to the Vice-President in Council 
to be generally judicious, and the most effectual that could be devised, under 
the disadvantages arising from the inherent vices and defects of his Excellency’s 
Government. Upon one point alone the Vice-President in Council entertains 
considerable doubt; not, however, on the abstract ground of expediency, but 
upon that of public faith, as affected by a resumption of the farms before the 
expiration of the leascs, and with or without the consent of the farmers. His 
Excellency in Council observes, that the Vizier himself has urged this objec- 
tion; but he is not entirely satisfied of the solidity of the argument with which 
you met that objection, because, admitting even the constructive violation of his 
engagements with the Company which you have maintained, it could not be 
considered to affect the validity of » contract between the Vizier and his farmers, 
and it seems peculiarly unadviseable to commence a system of reform in the 
principles of an administration by a breach of public faith, Government would 
thercfore recommend, in all practicable cases, a compromise with the farmers, 
but in none a compulsory resumption of the farms. 


4. The only esscntial article of your propositions to which the Vizier appears 
ultiinately to have withheld his consent, is your participation in the selection and 
appointment of Aimeens. Whatever may be the opinion of Government with 
regard to the importance of this participation, his Excellency in Council 
approves your having ultimately yielded the point; first, because some doubt 
inay be entertained of the right of the British Government to insist upon 
having a voice in the appointment of the Vizier’s officers, even for the exccution 
of measures prosecuted under the influence of its counsels; and secondly, 
because the object will, in some degree, be attained by the compromise to 
which his Excellency has assented. 


5. The Vice-President in Council will be glad to learn that the Vizier bas 
adopted the proclamation,, and the instructions for the guidance of the Ameens, 
which you submitted to him, and which appear to his Excellency in Council to 
have been drawn up with much judgment. 

6. The Government will expect with solicitude your report of the further 
progress, and effect of your endeavours for the accomplishment of an arrange- 
ment, not less important to the interests of the British Government than to 
those of the Vizier’s Administration. 


I have, &c. 


Fort William, (Signed) N. B. Epmonsrone, 
Sd May 1811. Chief Secretary to Government. 


EXTRACT 
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EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 7th June 1811. 


Ph N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 
in: 

1. I have the honour of transmitting to you, for the information of the 
Honourable the Vice President in Council, the enclosed copies of letters which 
have passed between me and Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, commanding the 
troops at Pertaubghur. 


2. It will be satisfactory to his Excellency in Council to observe from tNese 
documents, that the highly important service, on which Colonel Palmer was 
employed, has been brought to a successful termination, without any of the 
casualties of warfare, and that the detachment has returned to its cantonments 
at a proper season of the year. | 


3, Both His Excellency the Vizier and myself are disposed to ascribe the 
peaceable surrender of so many strong fortresses, and the submission of all the 
Zemindars in the districts of Sooltanpore and Pertaubghur to the conciliatory 
and judicious conduct of Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, whose proceedings in 
command of the detachment have uniformly merited and received his Excel- 
lency’s entire approbation. 


Ihave, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
18th May 1811. Resident. 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
“Sir: 

I have tbe honour to report to you, that it 1s my intention to move from 
hence on the morning of the 11th instant towards Jugdeespore, from whence, as 
soon as I have quelled the present disturbances, and provided for the future 
tranquillity and security of that Elaka, I shall proceed onwards toward Dalmow, 
securing the forts in that district, and putting them in the possession of the 
Nawaub’s officers, for the purpose of their being demolished, as soon as the 
necessary people for that purpose can be obtained, by which means I shall be 
able to return with my detachment to the cantonments at Pertaubghur by the 
middle of next month or the beginning of May at the latest. 


Tam sorry I should be obliged to acquaint you, that contrary to the inten- 
tions, and I believe the express orders of his Excellency the Vizier, the Aumil 
of the district of Sooltanpore has neither waited on, nor sent any of his people to 
me since my arrival in it. 


I have, &c. 


Camp, Pertaubghur, (Signed) S. Pater, 
“th March 1811. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 
Detachment. 





To J. Baillie, Msq., Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: | 
I have the honour to report to you, that my detachment will march to-mor- 
row morning in progress to Barellie, at which place the settlements both of that 
Elaka and of Dalmow will be completed, and any forts, which may yet remain, 
destroyed. 


I beg leave to call to your observation, that by the settlement of the two 
above-mentioned Elakas the object has been most completely obtained, in the 
entire adjustment of the revenucs, and demolition of the various places of 
strength in the country, and the necessity of my detachment remaining embodied 
any longer in this season consequently does not exist. 


3 B I pro- 
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I propose, therefore, should I not receive from you any instructions to the 
contrary, returning to the station of Pertaubghur, taking in my way thither the 
district of Behar, for the purpose of dismantling any forts therein. 


I have, &c. 


Camp, Miryasha Khana, (Signed) S. PALMER, 
2d April 1811. Lieutenant- Colonel, commanding 
Detachment. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, commanding the Troops at Pertaubghur. 


Sir: 
1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 2d 
instant. 


2. It is extremely satisfactory to be informed, that the highly important ser- 
vices on which your detachment has been engaged have been brought so near toa 
conclusion ; but it will be still more satisfactory to me, if before the return of your 
detachment from the scene of its active operations during a period of so many 
months, you can procure and transmit to me a declaration, under the seal of the 
Vizier’s principal officer, Mobummud Ashruff, to certify that all the forts and 
ghurries in the districts af Pertaubghur, Sooltanpore, and Barellie, have been 
taken by your detachment and destroyed, and that no Zemindar 1n those 
districts can be considered as possessing the means of further opposition to the 
Government. | 


3. In transmitting the above document, it is further desirable that you convey 
to me a list of the several fortresses which have been destroyed by the detach- 
ment under your command, specifying the names of the Zemindars by whom 
they were occupied, and the districts to which they belonged. 


I have, &e. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baruute, 
4th April 1811. Itesident. 





To Lieutenant-Colonel Pahner, commanding the Troops in Pertaubghur. 
Sir: 
1. TI solicit the favour of your attention to the enclosed translations of docu- 
ments which I have received from his Excellency the Vizier. 


@. The desire of his Excellency the Vizier, which is contained in the accom- 
panying letter, was anticipated in my Ictter to your address under date the 4th 
instant, and renders a compliance with my suggestion on that occasion more 
Important, if not indispensable. 

I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAILuie, 
7th April 1811. Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received 6th April 1811.) 


I have received an arzee from Raee Sahib Ram, with a paper of intelligence 
relating to the demolition of the fort of Gadewar, in the district of Sooltanpore; 
and I transmit for your information an extract from that arzee, and a copy 0 
the akhbar which accompanied it. 


I request that you will direct the commanding-officer of the detachment to 
furnish you with a particular report of the demolition of the forts and ghurries, 
describing the condition to which they have been reduced, so as to render them 
unfit for any further purpose of resistance, and that you will communicate the 
samc for my information. 

A true translation: 
(Signed) J. Bartiurt,. 
Resident. 
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Ewvtract from the Arzec of Iaee Sahib Ram, 7th Rubbee-vol-awul 1226, 
Qd April 1311. 


I formerly apprized your Excellency of the departure of the Coloncl’s Chup- 
prassie, for the purpose of preventing the demolition of Bekeriolo, belonging to 
Bhugwunt Sing, Talookadar of Bhavalpoor, and of other villages of Pertaub- 

hur, and likewise acquainted you of the continuance of tlhe Chupprassie with 
that Talookadar. I am informed by a Hircarrah just returned from Pertaub- 
ghur, that the Colonel’s Chupprassie still remained with Bhugwunt Sing as late 
as the 30th ultimo. 
A true translation : 


(Signed) J. BArLure, 
‘ Resident. 





Akhbar, 7th Rubbec-ool-awul, 1226, 2d April. 


Eseree Bukhsh, Talookadar of Gadewar and other villages belonging to 
Sooltanpore, was possessed of a serviceable fort in the former place, compre- 
hending a space of five begahs, and having four bastions and a cavalier with 
loop-holes. The gateway is to the west, and has on the top of it a bungalow 
pierced also with loop-holes. The walls of the fort are made in the manner of 
dhus, that is, of several substances mi::ed with clay, to render it hard and 
durable. The side to the east is seven yards in thickness; that to the south is five; 
those to the north and west are ten; and all are twenty yards high. In the 
presence of the Colonel and Mohummud Ashruff, the rennee which surrounds 
the fort, the bungalow on the gateway, and five yards of the height of the 
wall only have been destroyed by your Excellency’s bildars: three bastions and 
the cavalier in the curtain have been blown up. The fourth bastion to the 
south-west, in depth ten yards, and in length fifteen yards, with its rennee, is un- 
touched, and the four sides to the height of fifteen yards are still remaining. 
The ditch which surrounded the :ort was ten yards deep and seven broad. 
Ry the destruction of the rennee and part of the walls, three yards of the depth 
have been filled up: it still remains seven feet wide and seven deep. 


Within the fort there is a house pierced with loop-holes, and three rantees. 
Before the gateway, towards the south, there is a walled enclosure with loop- 
holes, formed ofethe composition used in the walls of the fort, in breadth seven 
yards, and twelve yards high, and surrounded by a rennee with lovp-holes also, 
which remains untouched. ‘There is another unfinished enclosure which would 
take in three begahs in a state of forwardness. ‘T'wo walls only of it to the 
north and east, formed with loop-holes, are finished and remain untouched. 
To the west and south of the fort, the jungle, extending a coss and a half, 
remains as it was. 

True translation : 
(Signed) J. BaiLuie, 
Resident. 





To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: | 
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 4th and 
7th instant, As soon as the papers required in your first letter can be prepared, 
I shall have the pleasure of furnishing them for your information. 


After a most careful and attentive perusal of the translations of the docu- 
ments sent to you by his Excellency the Vizier, I conceive it is expected I 
should answer to an implied insinuation, that the fort of hoorwah (called in the 
arzee of Raee Sahib Ram, Gadewar) has not been sufficiently demolished to pre- 
Vent resistance to the authority of the Government. I must here beg leave 
fo express my extreme concern, that his Excellency should deem the false and 
insolent assertions of his news-writer, who has not now for the first time 
employed himself in drawing up accounts on which references to me have been 
aflerwards made, worthy a moment’s attention. I beg leave to state, that 

Koorwah 
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Bengal Political Koorwah was blown up in my presence, and both in mine, and in the opinion of 
Consultations, aie : ye ae ken ° : d ° ] ] e 

7Junei8ii. ‘the artillery officer professionally employed, is so completely dismantled as to 

—_...—sribe att alll times accessible to an attack, and incapable of the slightest resistance, 


Letter from unless any repairs should be made, and the Nawaub’s officers so neglectful of 


eee ee their duty as to omit giving timely information. 
aimer 


I trust this explanation will be deemed satisfactory ; and it will afford me 
great pleasure to find that his Excellency will place such reliance on my atten- 
tion to my duty and zealous endeavours for his service, as will not be shaken 
by such unfounded allegations as those contained in the arzee of Raee Sahib 


Ram. 


Respecting the demolition of Bekeriolo belonging to Bhugwunt Sing, I have 
to state, that it is represented as being a mere dwelling place, and not of sufficient 
strength or consequence to deserve notice. However, as it is situated near 
the cantonments, I ordered it not to be touched until I had an opportunity of 
examining it, which I propose doing on my return. 


Generally, on the subject of the present condition of the forts which have 
been visited by me and detachments from my force, | have the pleasure of repre- 
senting them as defenceless, and incapable of resistance against a British force. 
But I really apprehend that, should a spirit of resistance against the Nawaub’s 
officers induce the ‘Talookadars to take up arms, the Aumils, unless assisted, 
would not be able to reduce them; and indeed I don’t believe they would dare 
to. make an attack on a powerful Zemindar, or could attack one with a prospect 
of advantage, even if unsupported by a situation in a fort or strong position, 


Ihave, &c. 


Camp, Dalmow, (Signed) S. PALMER, 
11th April 1811. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 
Detachment. 





Li petter irom To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
ee ae 
I have the honour to acquaint you, that the prolonged stay of my detach- 
ment at this place has been caused by the pressing instances af his Excellency 
the Vizier’s agent; and he having now signified to me that the business will 
have been concluded by that period, I shall move towards Pertaubghur on the 
morning of the 29th instant. 


The entire settlement of the revenues of these provinces, previous to the 
force under my command quitting the field, will be so satisfactory to myself, 
and I conceive so wholly in concurrence with your views, that I have been 
induced to acquiesce, and submit to the various and vexatious causes of delay 
which have occurred to protract my departure so much beyond the time I had 
reason to expect, and occasioned some slight infringement of your instructions 
not to remain out after the 1st of May; but I hope you will think a few days 
of no consequence, when put in competition with objects of such importance. 


I have, &c. 


Camp, Dalmow, (Signed) S. PALMER, 
27th April 1811. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 
Detachment. 


Letter from To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 


Li Col 
nie Ta pe onel Ath May 1811. 
Sir: 


I have the honour to acquaint you, that the detachment under my command 
returned to cantonments this morning. 


Herewith 
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Herewith I transmit you the list of the forts, ghurries, and fortified houses, -Bengal Political 


which have been destroyed, and have the honour to be, &c. Tame tle : 
Pertaubghur, (Signed) S, PALMER, eS 
the4th May 1811. = Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding a 
| Detachment. 





List of Ghurries in the Purgunnahs of Ahmatie, Pertaubghur, and Sooltanpore List of Ghurries, 
which have been destroyed by the Detachment under my Command, from the  &c. destroyed. 
27t of October 1810 tothe of April 1811, as certified by the accompanymg 
Document. 


No. Names of Ghurries. Names of the Owners. 
Purgunnah of Ahmethee. 

Ramnaghur .......s000 saamueeatentes Rajah Hurchund Sing. 
Oura Chunaukie ...ssececcsseveseeeee Lalookadar Jubba Sing. 
Rajohur..cssecsssccees sesessesescesesees Babboo Bundah Lewah. 
Jugdeespore ......eeeeee snxeecsebens ».. Babboo Ajeet Sing. 

5 Duckumgung ...s.ccccscsecseesceeeee Buksh Sing, 
Pooroobgung ...... sssvceseseeseseeee, ByrOO Deen and Nehal Sing. 
Shahghur ...cesecsses laaaneans xewaneess Babboo Luo Gholam Sing. 
Kussrawah..,..cccccssssesecsesseeeseees: Babboo Jeychund Sing.. 
Duckungung......... sesessseesesseees Babboo Jeychund. 

10 Bohaurekpore .......000. soscccesseee Ruwinust Sing. 
Bingal ...cccccccccsccscccccecssessevses Hlunwunt Sing. 
OVlall  acscdocvesees pedincigeeoaenes eeoe SUMINeEr Sing. 
Mohumudpore ...... er Tre Banamy Bux and Sumaut Sing. 
KOS cecasccccoes seetaeabesaeeee seeeee Poorum Sing and Glhusen Sing. 

15 Cutaly® cvseisssessssvasaseccsunssceics «es Dooneah Sing. 
DUN OTA: seeesssedentseeeseseescesessiensvs Ackbar Sing. 
Burra Rossey......ccosssssesseseseeeses Deep Sing and Girraur Sing. 
Onurwah ...... rye ireuedewees aweea Deergudge Sing. 


Kawhhaar....ccrsrecccsvesceccoesssseee Loorgah Bux. 
20 Butgowah ....s.ccccccsccccesscceeeseeee Mohun Loll Opudeeah. 


Cannoo «cece. snieeuecasanceewes veeeee Babboo Jeychund Sing. 
-  ACSATTA eecoocece secoscccesecocssoveseeee Banu Bux. 
23 Ramghur ....cccccccccccsssscccessoveee Loree Sing and Summand Sing. 
24 Bunjimghar ...... scocccccvecceeseosees NUTdEEN Sing. 


LLUSSAITa ccsecceccccccccevcoscceseesees AbEmaun Sing. 
Rossee Berroulce ....sceeeeeseeeeeeeee Bowanny Bux (not totally destroyed). 
Koomeah. 

26 Buuna Ticker. 


Fortified Houses, &c. in the Purgunnah of Amethee. 


Sungrampore. 
30 Daundoopore. 
Juogeepore. 
shyra. 
Nugmunpoorah. 
Puckum Doowar. 
Kororee. 
Hurrienpore. 
Surrawgh. 
Durmiar. 
Burbundah. 
Kusserrah. 


3. 


wT 


4 


>) 


Purgunnah of Pertaubghur. 


Omree ...cccccsccseesccevesescescesseee Doorgah Persaud Talookadar. 
UNG0:. avsssveccaseosspuuesessvannesss .. Woodai Sing do. 
Sovjakhur ...ccccosccccsssesessecssseeee Dooneah Sing do. 
Burbandah ..scescessscessesccscoessee Wo. do. 
NUIWr cececsosscecescessecsesssreseceee BYTVO Bux do. 
3.C Domiepvor 
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Names of Ghurrids. Names of thé Owners. 
Domiepoor oe ool sivebes eecbedvenbedvete Omed Sing, : 
Loll an Coed bevccscneccesesssoocens — Behader Sing. 
Dewlee.. CAO OCHAECOHE DESEO DORE LEOOEES 
&c. destroyed. 9 Suwaunsa Secesesdocsoassessessoverveseseee enc. Sing. 
in the Talooka of Dulleepore. 

Addar Gunge virsecccccsevecescesesee LOll Bundassorce Bux 

Derreanpore orssscssescseessesvesveceee Deet Gopul Sing. 

Laghim Secenohesosccvciccseedecovedeososs Do. 





Chunnauka ......ceccecevccccseseccees oo Sing. 
Durrawlee ....cccccccceccessesces . Doorgah Pessaud. 
Mungapore. 


7 Petopore. 
Mm the Talooka of Puttee. 


Surbajeed pore ...ccsvsvessocsevedecees Bussawun Sing. 
MYCAPOTE .ocsecccsecdecdeveverdvovacnes Gumbeer Sing. 
Singh Ghur ......00..e0 sevecevesuense, Dewan Jubber Sing. 
Reypore... Corer ecaccrsdidssededecddenteve Do. 
DiawWalisscsacccctssastseeesiavmesvsssse: D0: 
G Simboeah ..cccccccrvctvvccscccvcevsccee Do. 
In the Talooka of Kyiowkah., 


Kytowllah  ...ssssscssssssosceeesseees Nohur Sing. 
we Amowah wsccccccccsceccssssscssoneces Do, 


Purgunnah of Sooltanpore. 


In the Talooka of Burransah. 


Doonaposah .cccccccccrerccccccsecveee SIDE Ram Sing. 
2 Ramghur ...rcccccccccccccodecessceses » Needan Sing. 


In the Talooka of Coowar, 


Coowar Koss  .....ccecsoesscecceccces ~~ Eseree Bux(not totally destroyed.) 
0. 


Negawah  .....sccceccoee pedcaaes soseasie 
by Dewgeerah Seeeceesvencovccecasessooves Do. 


In the Talooka of Popper Gat. 


Maeksoodum — ......seecccees pesesseee Dooneah Sing. 
PUMKOLES: gessausecetersonenesssescasens Ginjga Sing. 
3 Looleah.ccsccccvesscccccssscscccssscsece Deerga Hoy. 
in te Talooka of Sauraungpore. 
Piel jasiwesienzescs Sodeeesecnes Omrow Sing. 
Kurroundee ....cscccccccsosecresees w.- Do. 
3 “TUrpasunde occsccecerecsscsccccscosere Do. 


In the Talooka of Amhut. 

] Dinnadea €0e0008000808 8060 @eveeeoeese eee 
Hyatna Ghur ....... Seeebeses i iawaiees Rissen funma Khan 
SOOMALZA cevcccsccersecccoccces seccoes Do. 

3 Cotch Gung SOPCHHHSAETHEMTESREHSHCOCEHSERHS Do. 


In the Talooka of Buddeah were four Ghurries. 
4 Buddeah Koss POesocececeeeevereces - Rostum Sing. 
Bursawee COeCeerecorccadewoevesecossere Do. 
‘Tukerda PYYTITAITTYT TIT yt Do. 
7 Bunkeporesececscocscccccdececesosvesens 


Purgunnah of Sooltanpore. 


G Sew Ghur ee seccceneccvecsKCOUV COs eres 8eE8 Sudgran Sig. 


In 


OUDE PAPERS. 19i 
Names of Ghurries, Names of the Owners. 
In the Talooka of Chandy Pertaubghur. 


RUMPOTE ...caceccovevecescovsesceesese Bheekum Sha. 
Kotrali . s.ssscsccscsseccccsescccesenee SUrrubjeet Sing. 
GUITOPOTre....ecsscccccecescceseccsseees Bang Sookwer and Puddum Kear. — 
UF GUN POE sisecssscscnsusecseatescsecess Omrow Sing. 

5 Muckundpore .....scccsccovesecessees Persaud. 
Bhurhur..cccsseseccssevevcctocecessesere Raj Sah. 
SUMMAUlAh seccccosseccecccssccesecess Omrow Sing. 


Mucker Koolahi.es.....scecsveeeseesees Gunga Sing and Bowanny Deen. 

Chupprah ....ccccccccsscovccessessecese Gurrine Sab | 
10 Bingarrah .......cceseeee secccseccsssees Lalim Sing. 

Shapore ......cccccscesscscocesevcceesees SUTTOOP Sing. 

Suree Munga...... aciseetasageveasuness Pulwan Sing. 

Boorum Pully ...ceccccscscccscenvseee 

Burnee ......eccccssccssescccvecccseeess Surrubjeet Sing. 
15 Mulvopore  .......scccsseseecoveesseee JUFOUr Sing. 

Boodoopore. 

nopore. 
Shakpore joom. 
Jugdeespore. 


20 Buddrah. 
(Signed) S. PALMER, 


Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding 
Detachment. 


ustsen EID 


To J. Baillie, sg. Resident at Lucknow. 


Sir: 

i. Iam directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, under date 
the 18th ultimo, transmitting copies of your correspondence with Lieutenant- 
Colonel Palmer, and reporting the return to cantonments of the detachment 
under the command of that officer, after a successful termination of the service 
on which it had been employed, and to signify to you his Excellency the Vice- 
President in Council’s entire concurrence in the favorable sentiments which you 
have expressed regarding the measures and proceedings of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Paliner in the command of that detachment. 


2. You will, therefore, be pleased to make known to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Palmer the just sense which his Excellency in Council entertains of the merits 
cf his conduct, in the successful execution of the duties thus committed to his 
charge. 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) N. B, EpMonsrone, 
Chief Secretary to Government. 


Fort William, 
7th June 1811. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 21st June 1811. 


To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 
Sir: . 
1. In continuation of the subject of my despatch under date the 8th ultimo, 
I have now the honour of transmitting to you, for the information ot the 
Honourable the Vice-President in Council, the enclosed copies and translations 
of further letters and documents which have passed on that important subjecc 
between his Excellency the Vizier and myself. 


2. The weak state of my health, occasioned by an accident which befal me 
on the morning of the 28th ultimo, ‘has precluded my +having apy asa nese 
erences 
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ferences with the Vizier during much of the intermediate time from the date of 
the despatch above referred to, and has restricted my proceedings under the 
instructions of the Government on this subject, to the discussions in the accom. 


panying documents. 


3. From those documents his Excellency the Vice-President in Council will 
not fail to observe, and he will notice perhaps with regret, that his Excellency 
the Vizier, after consenting in a gracious manner, and with apparently perfect 
cordiality, to the principal arrangements which were proposed to him, has 
given way to some groundless apprehensions, and has urged many frivolous pre- 
texts for delay, with a reference to the adoption of the measures which he still 
considers himself bound to adopt, as well in virtue of the stipulations of treaty 
as in pursuance of his engagements with me. 


4. The nature of his Excellency’s apprehensions is sufficiently developed and 
exposed in the documents which are now submitted; and his suggestion of a 
partial and experimental, instead of a general introduction, of the new system of 
assessment in his dominions, as conveyed by his letter of the 21st ultimo, under 
a modification of the terms of the proclamation and instructions to Aumils, 
which were submitted by me for his adoption, seemed to my judgment so nuga- 
tory in itself, and so manifestly intended and calculated to defeat the objects of 
the Government, that | had no hesitation whatever in rejecting that suggestion 
entirely, and insisting on his implicit adherence to the plan which I had 
proposed, and in which he had declared his acquiescence, by a formal 
and authenticated instrument conveyed in his letter of the 4th ultimo to my 


address. 


5. The tenor of your despatch of the 3d instant, which I had the honour of 
receiving on the 21st, though it exhibit a more liberal view than I was at first 
prepared to admit, of some branches of the general subject, has not tended to 
suggest to me, after mature deliberation, the necessity of any material change 
in the character of my proceedings or discussions with the Vizier. 


6. A resumption of any of the farms, which had been granted by his Excel- 
lency to individuals, before the expiration of their leases, and without the con- 
sent of the farmers, was certainly never in my contemplation ; and it was only 
with a reference to the districts which were formerly managed by Almass, and 
in which the recent arrangements had proceeded in direct opposition to my 
advice, that I considered the British Government as entitled to throw the onus 
of a compromise on the Vizier, and to resist his arguments against reform, 
arising solely out of those engagements which he had contracted, in violation, 
as I presumed, of his promise to abide by our counsels in every important 
concern of his administration. 


7. At the same time, I was credibly informed, and had every reason to believe, 
that the actual expiration of those leases with the present fusly year would 
make room for the proposed arrangements, without any breach of his Excel- 
Jency’s faith, and to the manifest advantage of the State, as well as of the 
farmers themselves, who might otherwise be induced, by vain hopes of their 
own, or by compulsory measures on the part of this Government, which are 
practised every day, to renew their engagements with his Excellency, to their 
own certain ruin, and to the further devastation of their districts. 


8. Onthe other hand, I was perfectly aware that my early admission of his 
Excellency’s plea, on the ground of those particular engagements, would imme- 
diately have suggested to his Excellency a more general and plausible pretext 
for postponing the reform in his Government, without any limitation of time, 
since my knowledge of his character and disposition pointed out to me as the 
certain consequence of such an admission on my part, his granting leases of, 
perhaps, the whole of his dominions, even pending the present negotiation, 
with a reference to periods and dates which must completely have frustrated 
the objects of this important discussion. 


9. Under these circumstances, I thought it my duty, in the first instance, to 


resist, by an argument which appeared to my judgment to be strong at least, ‘ 
| no 
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not entirely satisfactory, a plea of which the early and unqualified admission 
must have led to the total failure of the negotiation committed to my charge, 
suggesting at the same time an expedient by which the public faith of’ this 
Government. might be preserved, namely, a reparation to all the farmers of any 
losses which they might eventually suffer, and further securing to the farmers 
the realization of their balances of revenue for the current fusly year, or credit 
for those balances with the Government, by the terms of a notification to the 
farmers, which was drafted for his Excellency’s approval, and transmitted to. him 
on the 6th ultimo, forming the first number of this despatch. 


10. Since my receipt of your letter above noticed, after satisfying myself by 
the most accurate information which I could obtain, as well as by the Vizier’s 
acknowledgement toa certain extent, that all the leases in his dominions, with 
the exception of those of Khyrabad and Mohumdie, and a few other inconsider- 
able districts under the charge of Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan, do actually 
expire at the close of this fusly year, 1 have thought it my duty to declare 
to his Iixcellency, in direct aiid explicit terms, that the introduction of the new 
system of assessment into those particular districts, though expedient in the 
highest degree on general grounds, and for the sake of uniformity in his admi- 
nistration, ought not, in my judgment, and cannot, with my sanction, be per- 
mitted to take effect, but by a compromise with his Aumil, Hukeem Mehdi, 
whose disposition to accede to his Excellency’s views cannot reasonably be 
doubted, and whose management of the districts under his charge during the 
remaining period of his lease will, at all events, be less injurious to the country 
than that of any other farmer in his dominions. 


11. Itis a singular and remarkable circumstance, if it be true, as I have 
reason to suspect, that the extension of Hukeem Melidi’s lease has been made 
within these few days, and subsequently to the above declaration on my part. 
His Excellency the Vizier, after acknowledging the fact of the expiration 
of a number of leases with the present fusly year, announcing to me the 
death of one of his principal farmers, Balek Ram, and hearing the above 
declaration, replied to a question on my part respecting the terms of his 
engagement with Hukeem Mehdi, that he had forgotten the terms of that 
engagement, and was ignorant of the number of years which tt had to run, but that 
he would inquire of the Hukeem and inform me in the course of the following 
day. He has accordingly since informed me, that a period of three years is to 
run in the lease of Khyrabad and Mohumdie, and has added, that he will speak 
to Hukeem Mehdi about a compromise, and Iet me know the Hukecm’s 
determination. 

12. The conversation above referred to took place on the morning of the 
25th instant, when his Excellency did me the honour of breakfasting with me : 
and the circumstance, related as it occurred, is so descriptive of the Vizier s 
disposition, and of the general character of this negotiation, in as far as his 
Excellency is concerned, that I could not with propriety neglect the present 
occasion of recording it. 

13. A circumstance equally characteristic, having reference to the ex- 
cuses of the Ameens, is also worthy of being noticed, and may be con- 
sidered as an authenticated fact. Of the six Ameens whose arzees were 
conveyed to me by the Vizier in his letter* of the 8th instant, two had 
been formerly in my employment while agent to the Governor-General in 
Bundlecund, and from those persons I received, through an indirect channel, 
the information of their having been furnished by the Vizier’s orders with 
drafts of the arzees which they were required to seal and present to him, under 
pain of his Excellency’s displeasure. 

14, A further report of my conference with his Excellency the Vizier at the 
Residency, on the morning of the 25th instant, comprizing a detail of the 
arguments by which I endeavoured to remove his apprehensions with a reference 
to the original plan, and of the modifications which his Excellency suggested 
in the execution of that plan, shall be submitted in a future despatch for the 
_ Honourable the Vice-President’s information. 

3 D 15, In 


* Vide page 203. 
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15. In the mean time, I have no hesitation in expressing a sanguine hepe of 
the successful issue of the negociation, to the utmost extent which could ave 
been contemplated by the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council 


at the date of my original instructions. 
I have, &c. 


Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Barus, 
28th May 1811. Resident. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 4th April 1811.) 


I have had the honour of receiving your Excellency’s letter of this date, with 
your final replies to my observations, amended in the terms which were agreed 
on, and to my entire satisfaction. The document formerly transmitted is 
returned, agreeably to your desire, and I shall have the honour of submitting to 
your Excellency a draft of the instructions to Aumils, which you have now been 
pleased to require from me, in the course of to-morrow or next day. 

A true copy : 


(Signed) J. BAiLiig, 
Resident. 





Draft of a Purwannah io be addressed to Aumils, or Farmers, referred to in the 
annexed Letier, and submitted to His Excellency the Vizier by the Resident, on 
the 6th April 1811. 


Whereas the property and happiness of my people form the leading objects 
of my care, and whereas the present and long existing system of farming out 
the districts, with a view to the realization of the revenues, has appeared to be 
injurious to those objects, as affording to the farmers and Aumils the power of 
oppressing the landholders, and to the landholders of distressing their tenants 
and others, the cultivators of the soil; therefore, and with the friendly advice 
and concurrence of the Honourable Company’s Government, whose interests 
are identified with my own, I have at this auspicious season determined to 
abolish the system of farming for ever, and to introduce in the room of it such 
a system, that the Zemindars, cultivators, and peasantry, may with confi- 
dence and security employ themselves in the improvement and cultivation 
of their lands, and pay the just revenues of the Government without any 
failure or delay: and as this measure cannot properly be carried into effect 
without first ascertaining the condition and assets of the several mehauls in 
my dominions, I have now deemed it proper to appoint and depute able and 
upright Ameens, with particular instructions for their guidance, to collect and 
transmit to the Presence all revenue papers connected with the several 
mehauls.—......eseeseee. Ameen, has accordingly been deputed to your Elaka ; 
and you are hereby strictly commanded, immediately on his arrival in your 
district, to attend on him, and assist him as much as possible in the perform- 
ance of the duties of his office, more particularly in the collection of the papers 
which are detailed in the sunnud of amanut. You will cause all the Zemindars 
and Seeghadars to attend on the Ameen without delay, and to produce the 
papers which may be required by him. You will yourself, at the same time, 
continue to make the collections of the arrears of your Elaka, agreeably to the 
kabooleat and putta, till the end of the month of Bysak and eventually of 
Jeth, so that no balances may remain due in the district at all events by the 
end of Jeth; and if any of the Zemindars should be dilatory in paying up the 
arrears which may be due to you, the Ameen will assist you in realizing 
them, agreeably to the orders of the Sircar, till the commencement of the 
month of Assanr, when your authority will finally cease, and you will have 
nothing tv do with the collections. 


But as it is not my wish or intention that any of the farmers in my domi- 
nions should suffer loss by this change of the system, it is hereby particularly 
enjoined, with a reference to all Zemindars who may be in an impoverished con- 


dition, and may noi have the means of liquidating their balances to the — 
that 
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that you, in conjunction with the Ameen, do minutely investigate the circum- 
stances, and if satisfied of their incapacity to pay, that bonds for the just 
balances be taken from them, attested by the Chowdries and Canoongoes : 
in which case the amount of those several bonds shall be carried to your credit 
with the Government at the time of settling your accounts. 


Consider these as the positive orders of the Presence, and act accordingly in 


every respect. 
A true translation : 
(Signed) J. BAILie, 
Resident.. 





From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 21st April 1811.) 


Having made some alterations in the draft of the proclamation, instructions 
to Ameens, and orders to Aumils, I return them to you, with a separate 
paper, containing a statement of my apprehensions and fears on the subject of 
the new system. The several Ameens are in attendance, and when you 
return the above-mentioned documents the Ameens shall be deputed to their 
stations. You will peruse with attention at your leisure the separate paper, 
and submit your answer when you have done so. As the Right Honourable 
the Governor-General has proceeded on the public service to a distance, I 
request that you will furnish me with the proper form of address, that I may 
write to his Excellency Lieutenant-General Hewett. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) J. BarLuie, 
Resident.. 





Translation of the separate Paper enclosed in the above Letter, containing the 
Fears of His Excellency the Vizier, on the sulject of the Introduction of the new 
System of Administration. 


The measures recommended for the settlement of my country shall be 
adopted ; but lam apprehensive that in the hurry to carry those measures into 
effect, many mehauls which are now in perfect order, have no occasion for the 
aid of troops, and of which the revenues are regularly paid, may fall into con- 
fusion, and the payment of their revenues be withheld. Further, it does not 
appear to me to be possible, that the voluminous reports and other documents 
which will be submitted by the Ameens from the different Elakas in my domi- 
nions can be attentively perused by me in a short space of time, nor that you 
will be able to peruse them when sent to you; and as such a system as the 
present has never yet been introduced into my dominions, ‘am apprehensive 
that it cannot now be accomplished, more especially in so short a period as 
four months. It appears, indeed, to me to be a matter of the greatest diffi- 
culty, and therefore, with a view to information, I ask you the following 
questions, 


How is the correctness of the documents under the new system, which may 
be furnished by the Ameens, to be ascertained, so that no omission or inaccu- 
tacy shall remain in them? In what manner are the Ameens to ascertain the 
real state of the revenue from original papers in Hindee, unless they be trans. 
lated into Persian ? and what a length of time it will take to put these docu- 
ments into Persian ? 


I'am convinced that, whenever the Ameens shall proceed to their districts,. 
the authority of the Aumils will be done.away ; and in this case, till the period 
for appointing ‘Tehsildars shall arrive, after the removal of the present Aumils, 
Who is there to collect the revenues of the Sircar? If it be intended by the 
Introduction of the new system to do away the necessity for the aid of British 
orces, the accomplishment of this object seems to me to be totally impossible, 

y reason of the rebellious conduct of the Zemindars; because, even in the 


ompany’s dominions, notwithstanding their power to punish and the = 
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order which is maintained, the Zemindars frequently oppose the British troops 
and erect forts in their estates. Further, in the districts which are subject to 
Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan, and in the mehauls which were lately farmed by 
Khanazad Khan, as well as in the district of Baraitch, and other places, where 
the kists are regularly paid and there is not the smallest disorder, I see no occasion 
whatever for changing the present system. You have yourself observed the 
flourishing state of the cultivation from Lucknow to this place. If the Zemin- 
dars and the cultivators were oppressed or disaffected, we should not have seen the 
fields in such a state. From witnessing this abundant cultivation we may infer 
with certainty, that the peasantry are perfectly satisfied with the present system 
of administration ; and Iam only fearful that this flourishing state of the country 
may be altered, and that I shall suffer great losses in consequence. If, there- 
fore, you concur in opinion with me, I suggest the propriety of introducing the 
new system merely for trial into one Elaka for the present, which may be con- 
sidered as in the greatest disorder; and if the result of this experiment prove 
satisfactory, it can be introduced by degrees into the whole; but if you deem 
it proper to send Ameens at once into all the districts, it shall certainly be 
done at your desire. 


I have stated to you all my appreliensions ; and I desire, that after mature and 
deliberate consideration, you will remove my fears by your advice, suggest such 
measures as may preclude any loss of my revenue, and state your answers in 
such a manner as may completely obviate my apprehensions. 


Article 2. 


Regarding those Zemindars who may enter into engagements with the culti- 
vators and peasantry of their estates, it seems proper that copies also of their 
engagements should be recorded in my office, with a view to the settlement of 
disputes, or will you suggest any other mode for this purpose ? 


Obligations should also be taken from all the Zemindars to the following 
effect : that they will not repair any fortresses which have been destroyed, and 
will not construct any new ones, nor disobey the orders which they may 
receive, nor afford protection to robbers, nor take any of that class into their 
service; and if any traveller be killed, or the property of any person be 
stolen in their Elakas, that they are responsible for such property and will make 
it good, otherwise forfeit their zemindaries. 


Dated 26th Rubee ool awul 1226, or 21st April 1811. 
A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Bawuie, 
Resident. 





wf 
Draft of the Proclamation, as amended by His Excellcncy the Vizier, and received 
with his Letter to the Resident, under date 21st April 1811. 


Be it known to the Chowdries, Canoongoes, Zemindars, Putwarries, Cultiva- 
tots, Ryots, and peasantry at large, of Purgunnah.......+. el | Zillahi. secsevers 
Soobah Oude. 


That whereas the prosperity and happiness of my people must ever form the 
leading objects of my care, I have therefore, at this auspicious season, deter- 
mined to introduce in my dominions a system of future arrangement, by which 
the Zemindars and cultivators being secure from the unjust exactions of Aumils 
and farmers, may with confidence proceed in the improvement and cultivation 
of their lands, paying the just revenues of the Government without failure oF 
delay, and be no ways liable to the oppression, tyranny, or extortion of any 
farmers or Tehsildars ; that thus the revenue and resources of the country may 
be yearly increased, the cultivation of the land be so extended and improve! 
that in process of time no uncultivated land shall remain in my dominions, a? 
that the frequent insurrections and commotions by which the landholders 0 
peasantry are ruined, the expences of the Government increased, and genera 
disorder excited, may now and for ever be at an end. wit 

en 


OUDE PAPERS. 197- 


With a view to carry this system into effect, I have accordingly nomi- Bengal Political 
nated and deputed able and upright Ameens into all the mehauls of my domi- Sama ie 
nions. ‘These Ameens will immediately proceed tothe several districts under aaa 
their charge, where having assembled all the landholders, Malgoozars, cultiva- Enclosures 
tors, and others in the district, and having inspired confidence in their minds  Vézer's Letter. 
by apprizing them of my benevolent.intentions, they will commence a diligent 
inquiry into the actual state and condition of every town and village in the 
mehauls, They will demand from the Chowdries, Canoongoes, Zemindars, and 
Putwarries of the district, a true and accurate description of each village and 
estate, of its waste and cultivated lands, of the condition of its inhabitants and 
peasantry, and the causes of their actual condition. They will further require 
from those officers the several revenue papers which are specified in a separate 
list, with which the Ameens have been furnished, and they will submit imme- 
diately to the Presence the result of their investigation, respectively, with the 
several documents alluded to, with the least practicable delay. 





You are, therefore, hereby commanded to attend the Ameen of your district 
immediately on his arrival within its limits, to confide in him as the servant of 
the Government, to convey to him every information regarding the state and 
condition of the district, which he may require and you may possess, without 
the smallest partiality or reserve, and to produce and deliver every document 
which may be required by him without any hesitation or delay, being obedient 
to his orders in all things, and considering his favourable or unfavourable report 
as advantageous or injurious to your interests. You are, at the same time, 
strictly prohibited from giving or offering to the Ameen, or to any of his 
deputies or servants, directly or indirectly, the smallest nuzzur, or bribe, or 
douceur, on any pretext whatsoever. 


Consider these as the positive orders of the Presence, and act accordingly 
in every respect. 
A true translation : 


(Signed) J. BAILxie, 
Resident. 


Draft of the Perwannah to Aumils or Tehsildars, as amended by his Excellency 
the Vizier, and received with his Letter to the Resident, under date the 21st 
April 1811. 


Whereas the prosperity and happiness of my people form the leading objects 
of my cure, I have therefore, at this auspicious season, determined to introduce 
in my dominions a system of future arrangement, by which the Zemindars, 
cultivators, and peasantry, may with confidence and security employ themselves 
in the improvement and cultivation of their lands, and pay the just revenues of 
the Government without any failure or delay: and as this measure cannot be 
properly carried into effect without first ascertaining the condition and assets of 
the several mehauls in my dominions, I have now deemed it proper to appoint 
and depute able and upright Ameens, with particnlar instructions for their 
guidance, to collect and transmit to the Presence all revenue papers connected 
with the several mehauls.” 


sessccvcccsesesese, Ameen, has accordingly been deputed to your Elaka; and 
you are hereby strictly commanded, immediately on his arrival in your district, 
to attend on him, and assist him as much as possible in the performance of the 
duties of his office, more particularly in the collection of the papers which are 
_ detailed in the sunnud of amanut. You will cause all the Zemindars and Seegha- 

dars to attend on the Ameen without delay, and to produce the papers which 
may be required by him. 


You will yourself, at the same time, continue to make the collections of the 
arrears of your Elaka, agreeably to the kabooleat and putta, till the end of the 
month of’ Jeth, and eventually of Assur, so that no balances may remain due in 
the districts, at all events, by the end of Assur; and if any of the Zemindars 
should be dilatory in paying up the arrears which may be due to you, the 
Ameen will assist you in realizing them, —, to the orders of the Sircar, 
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till the eommencement of the manth of Sewun, when your authority will finally 
cease, and you will have nothing to do with the collections, 


But as it is not my wish or intention that any of the farmers in my domi- 
nions should suffer loss by the change of the system, {t is hereby particularly 
enjoined, with a reference to all Zemindars who may be in an impoverished 
condition, and may not have the means of liquidating their balances to the state, 
that you, in conjunction with the Ameen, do minutely investigate the circum- 
stances, and if satisfied of their incapacity to pay, that bonds for the just balances 
be taken from them, attested by the Chowdries and Canoongoes ; in which 
case the amount of those several bonds shall be carried to your credit with the 
Government at the time of settling your accounts. 

Consider these as the positiye orders of the Presence, and act accordingly in 
every respect. 
A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Banu, 
Resident. 


N.B. The alteration suggested by the Vizier in the draft of instructions to 
Ameens having been subsequently departed from by his Excellency, it seemed 
unnecessary totransmit another copy of that document as a number of this 


despatch. 
(Signed) J. Baituie, 


Resident. 





Yo His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 25th April 1811.) 


I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter, dated the 21st 
instant (recapitulate its contents). 


The only ground of apprehension which has ever arisen in my mind, with a 
reference to the introduction of the system recommended by the Right Ho- 
nourable the Governor-General, is connected with a circumstance which my 
genuine regard for your Excellency’s interests and welfare induces me can- 
didly to state. It is the want of a cordial concurrence on your own part in 
the necessity of the measures proposed, and a sincere resolution of adopting 
and carrying them into execution, in a manner to ensure their success, . If 
your Excellency could be induced to consider the salutary arrangements in 
question as they are viewed by the British Government and by me, and to 
bestow your attention accordingly, there is not the shadow of a doubt in my 
mind of their easy and successful conclusion, to the incalculable advantage of 
the State, and to the relief of your Excellency’s mind from every degree of fear 


or anxiety. 


I have observed with attention, and with concern, some corrections which 
your Excellency has made in the drafts of the proclamation and instructions that 
were submitted by me for your consideration. Those documents were pre- 
pared, after mature and deliberate reflection on my part, with a degree of 
care and attention proportioned to the importance of the subject, and to my 
interest in the successful accomplishment of the salutary measures proposed. 
Every sentence was weiyled before ] inserted it, and in each particular expres- 
sion I contemplated some particular advantage with a reference to the objects 
in view. Your Excellency’s rejection of certain clauses, without stating any 
grounds for having done so, or objections to the clauses themselves, has there- 
fore disappointed my expectations in a degree which J cannot deseribe, and 
might justly be considered as a proof of your reluctance to admit of the reform, 
and of your intention of frustrating its objects. 


_ The nature of the friendship and alliance subsisting between the two States 
is known to the whole world, and to every description of your subjects. Is 
there a landbolder or inhabitant, of your Excellency's dominions, who can be 
ignorant that the good order of the country at large, the support of your Ex- 
cellency’s authority, and the punishment of your refractory subjects, de on 


the British Government, and on the aid of the Company’s troops ? and, | spit 
such 
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such circumstances, what possible injury can arise, nay, what obvious benefit 
may not be expected, from the admission of the words which I suggested, and 
which your Ixcellency has been pleased to expunge, viz. ** with the advice and 
ss concurrence of the British Government :” the manifest intention of them 
is, that the landholders and peasantry of the country, who have hitherto been 
greatly oppressed under the influence of the baneful system of farming, and 
who have submitted to tle rapacity of the farmers through the terror of the 
British arms alone, should now have the satisfaction of knowing that your 
Excellency, sensible of their condition, and of the baneful nature of the 
former system, has, of your own free will and accord, abolished that 
system entirely, and with the friendly advice and concurrence ofthe British 
Government, has resolved to introduce a better system of administration, 
under which their condition must be improved. Apprized of this bapp 
reform, and ascribing it to the united wisdom and power of both States, their 
confidence, in the first instance, in your Excellency’s benevolent intentions, 
will facilitate the introduction of the system and the execution of the measures 
of reform; and the inclination as well as the power, on their parts, of oppos- 
ing your Excellency’s authority, or resisting those salutary measures, will at 
once and for ever be at an end. In short, the admission of this particular 
clause into the proclamation and orders to the Aumils seems, to my judgment, 
indispensable to their success, and its rejection injudicious and unbecoming: 
more especially as your Excellency must be aware, that I have already, in the 
discharge of my duty, submitted to the Governor-General in Council a trans- 
lation of the documents in question ; and in the case of their approval by our 
Government, or indeed in any event, the rejection of such a clause as this bv 
your Excellency must appear to be indelicate in the extreme. 


To some other corrections which have been made, though they too appear 
to be objectionable, I am rather disposed to assent, than to oppose your Ex- 
cellency’s wishes in any save essential points ; and on this ground [ will cheer- 
fully agree to the omission of that part of the preamble, or introductory clause, 
in which the oppression of former times is described, because I by no means 
wish to preserve unpleasant reflections on the past, while contemplating happy 
prospects forthe future. Ihave accordingly prepared new drafts, and transmit 
them for your Excellency’s consideration, in the hope that no further alte- 
rations may take place, and that the present forms .may be admitted without 
regret, on a sincere conviction of their utility. 


From motives of respectful consideration for your Excellency’s feelings 
alone, though I cannot avoid considering all your apprehensions as imaginary, 
I have submitted on a paper apart, my answers to the doubts and alarms which 
are conveyed by the enclosure in your letter, and I sincerely hope and expect 
that they will completely remove your apprehensions. 


Wiih regard to the proper style of address to be used in writing to General 
Hewett, who is now Vice-President, and vested with the same authority as the 
Governor-General in Council, during his Lordship’s absence from the Presi- 
dency, your Excellency having many precedents before you must be perfectly 
able to decide, independently of my suggestions; but as you have been pleased 
to make a reference to me, I recommend that some addition be made to the 
usual form of address in writing to his Excellency General Hewett. 


A true copy: 


(Signed) J. Baiiure, 
Resident. 


Answers to His Excellency the Visier's Objections to the Introduction of the System 
of Administration recommended by the British Government. 


The apprehensions which your Excellency entertains, that the mehauls of your 
dominions, which are now in good order, may fall into confusion, and the 
payment of the revenue be suspended, immediately on the arrival of the 

meens, seem to my judgment to be totally imaginary, and the expediency of 
hastening the departure of the Ameens, with a view to the speedy collection 
of the revenue papers required, for the performance of which duty the re- 
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mainder of the present month of Bysaak, the ensuing month of Jeth, and a 
few days of Assaur, are all the time that remains to us, is established on the 
obvious ground, that any further delay in their departure may very possibly pre- 
clude the introduction of the new system of assessment during the ensuing 
fusly year. 


If the present Aumils of the several mehauls which your Excellency considers 
as in perfect order be indeed, as your Excellency supposes, both trustworthy and 
efficient in their situations, but a trifling, if any, portion of the revenue can 


remain to be collected in their districts, at the period when the Ameens shall ar- 


rive; and for that portion, as indeed for the whole of the revenue of this year, 
those active and intelligent Ameens would most probably have obtained secu- 
rity at the dates of their settlements with the landholders, or will at all events 
take that security now, while the Rubbee harvest is still standing, or cut down, 
at the disposal of the Aumils, under their shuhnus, affording ample security to 
the Government for any just balances which may be due, and susceptible of im- 
mediate attachment, so as to prevent any loss to the Sircar. In addition to 
which, as the Ameens have been strictly enjoined to assist the Aumils in the 
realization of the just balances of revenue, instead of impeding the collections, I 
see no reason to doubt that the whole of the revenue of those mehauls will be 
realized by the end of the month of Jeth. 


With regard to what your Excellency has stated, that ‘‘it does not seem 
“ possible to you to peruse such voluminous documents in time,” &c., it is not 
necessary or probable, that the whole of the documents required from the 
Ameens should be prepared and submitted to the Presence at once. They will 
necessarily be sent in gradually from the different mehauls, and your Excel- 
lency will, I doubt not, have full time to peruse them as they arrive. Besides, 
as from the date of the despatch of the Ameens, if they be now in readiness to 
depart, until the time of concluding the settlement, which is usually in the months 
of Maug and Phagoon (January and February next), there seems more than 
abundance of time for every degree of necessary investigation. 


With regard to what your Excellency has stated, that ‘‘ as such a system as 
‘« the present has never been practised in your dominions,” &c. If the system 
which is now recommended were harsher in its principles or practice than that 
which it is intended to supersede, your Excellency’s argument might be 
applied to it; but as the contrary is manifestly the case, and as the system now 
recommended has obviously for its basis and intention the happiness and comfort 
of the landholders, and of every description of your subjects, no reasonable doubt 
can be entertained of its easy introduction and progress, nor of the confidence 
and satisfaction with which.it will be.received.by all ranks and descriptions of 


‘people ; but if any doubt can remain, let us look to the ——— territory 


surrounding your Excellency’s dominions on every side, in which the same 
system of administration once prevailed, and in which the beneficial arrangements 
that are now recommended to your Excellency have been gradually but easily 


-introduced, to the obvious advantage of the Government, and the acknowledged 


happiness of its subjects. “Your Excellency’s cordial concurrence in the adoption 
of sunilar arrangements can alone be wanting to their success, 


In answer to your Excellency’s question, ‘‘ how the papers submitted by the 
‘¢ Ameens,” &c., I submit for your present satisfaction, that as the annual re- 
venue of the whole of your Excellency’s dominions has been collected and paid 
into your treasury for a great number of years, it is impossible that the amount 
of that revenue should be unknown to you, or that documents should be wanting 
among your records, and among those of your farmers and Aumils, a comparison 
of which with the documents to be furnished by the Ameens will form one 
important criterion for ascertaining the accuracy of the latter. For example: if, 
in the papers of any Ameen, a very material increase or diminution of assets be 
slew without a satisfuctory explanation of the cause of it, there will certainly 
be pround for suspecting the accuracy of the statements of that Ameen, and 
the general propriety of his conduct; whereas, if the comparative statements 
of the present and former years shall deviate but in asmall degree, and the causes 
of that deviation be explained, there will be inanifest ground for considering the 


Statements of the Ameens as correct, or approaching near to correctness ; and 
since 
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since perfection, or perfect accuracy, is not to be hoped for at once, we can only 
calculate on approaching it by degrees; at all events if the Ameens whom your 
Excellency has selected, or may hereafter select, be in any degree qualified for 
the office, by integrity, diligence, and former experience of the art, aud act 
agreeably to those instructions which I have prepared for their guidance, the 
information to be gained by their proceedings will doubtless be found to exceed 
in its character, extent, and importance, what your Excellency has hitherto 
possessed, regarding the revenue and resources of your dominions. 


With regard to your Excellency’s question, having reference to original papers 
in Hindee, I entertain not the smallest doubt that a majority, if not the whole of 
the revenue officers in your Excellency’s dominions, like those of the Company’s 
provinces, have their revenue papers both in Persian and Hindee; but allowing 
this difficulty in some districts to exist, the task of translation into Persian may 
easily and quickly be performed, by a few additional writers attached to each of 


the Ameens. 


With regard to your Excellency’s conviction, that “ whenever the Ameens 
‘¢ shall proceed to those districts, the authority of the Aumils will be done away,” 
&c., I can only assure your Excellency that I foresee no possible disorder nor 
Joss from the introduction of the new systein and appointment of Ameens, as 
suggested. The present farmers and Aumils will collect the balances of this year, 
with the assistance and support of the Ameens, as already suggested, until the 
term of their leases and authority shall expire, by which time the most impor- 
tant duties of the Ameens will also doubtless be concluded ; and on the removal 
of the Aumils and farmers, if any part of the duties of the Ameens shall 
remain, and Tehsildars under the new system shall not have been appointed 
before the ordinary commencement of the collections for the ensuing fusly year, 
namely, the beginning of the month of Kooar, in that case: your Exceliency 
can authorize the Ameens, as was done on a similar occasion by me, to com- 
mence the collections of the khureef, or first harvest, agreeably to the former 
jumma, or to the actual produce of the khureef; and thus it 1s impossible to 
Sea how any loss or disorder can be occasioned by the absence of Teh- 
sildars. 


In answer to your Excellency’s remark, that, “if it be intended, by the 
‘introduction of the new system, to do away the necessity for the aid of the 
“ British troops,” &c., I have great pleasure in assuring you, as I do without the 
smallest hesitation, that if the system recommended by our Government be 
carried into complete effect, and in the manner which the Government has 
recommended, by a cheerful and uniform compliance with its advice, your 
Excellency’s title to demand the constant aid of its troops will then be confirmed 
in a degree which can never afterwards be questioned ; and the just and natural 
hesitation which has lately so often been stated, with regard to the employment 
of our forces in support of the authority of your Aumils, and for the suppresion 
of refractory Zemindzrs, can never again be entertained. 


With a reference to your Exccilency’s observation respecting the districts of 
Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan, &c., Iam fully prepared to acknowledge the ability 
and efficiency of that Aumil, and I will never recommend to your Excellency to 
discharge from your service or employment a person of such eminent talents, 
while 1 entertain a good opinion of him in other respects. On the contrary, as 
this person in the situation of a Moostajer, or farmer, has managed his district 
so well, has manifestly improved its condition, and has regularly paid the revenue 
of the Sircar, being satisfied that his knowledge and talents might be applied to 
a still more beneficial purpose, and to far more advantage to the State, under the 
influence of the system of reform, I would earnestly recommend to your Excel- 
lency that, on the division of the country into Zillahs, in pursuance of my arigi- 
nal suggestion, and of your Excellency’s repeated assurance, the charge of a 
principal Zillah, with a suitable salary and establishment, be committed to this 
efficient officer, who seems so worthy of your Excellency’s regard, and so sine 
cerely attached to your interests. 


With a reference to the second and concluding article of your Excellency’s 
remarks, I entirely concur in the propriety of every measure described in it, 
3 F which 
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which is exactly in conformity with the early practice of the Honourable Com- 
pany’s Governmeut, and was in my contemplation to submit at a proper season 
for your notice. 
A true copy : 
(Signed) J. Bariire, 
Resident. 


Greet 


Draft of the Proclamation, as again submitted to His Excellency the Vizier. 
(Dated the 25th April 1811.) 


Be it known to the Chowdries, Canoongoes, Zemindars, Putwarries, cultivators, 
Ryots, and peasantry at large of purgunnah ..........e00, Zillah ...00.00, Soobah 
Oude, That whereas the prosperity and happiness of my people must ever form 
the leading objects of my care, I have, therefore, at this auspicious season, with 
the friendly advice and concurrence of the Honourable Company’s Government, 
determined to abolish the system of farming for ever, and to introduce in the 
room of it a system by which the landholders, cultivators, and peasantry, being 
secure from the unjust exactions of Aumils and farmers, may with confidence 
proceed in the improvement and cultivation of their lands, paying the just reve. 
nues of the Governinent without failure or delay, and be in no ways liable ‘to 
the oppression, tyranny, or extortion of any farmers or Tehsildars; that thus 
the revenue and resources of the country may be yearly encreased, the cultiva- 
tion of the land be so extended and improved that in process of time no uncul- 
tivated land shall remain in my dominions, and that the frequent insurrections 
and commotions by which the landholders and peasantry are ruined, the expenses 
of the Government increased, and general disorder excited, may now and for 


ever be at an end. 


With a view to carry this system into effect, I have accordingly nominated 
and deputed able and upright Ameens into all the mehauls of my dominions. 
Those Ameens will immediately proceed to the several districts under their 
charge, where having assembled all the landholders, Malgoozars, cultivators, and 
others in the district, and having inspired confidence in their minds by apprizing 
them of my benevolent intentions, they will commence a diligent inquiry into 
the actual state and condition of every town and village in the mehaul. They 
will demand from the Chowdries, Canoongoes, Zemindars, and Putwarries of the 
district, a true and accurate description of each village and estate, of its waste 
and cultivated lands, of the condition of its inhabitants and peasantry, and the 
causes of their actual condition. ‘They will further require from those officers 
the several revenue papers which are specified in a separate list, with which the 
Aimeens have been furnished, and will submit immediately to the Presence the 
result of their investigations, respectively, with the several documents alluded to, 


with the least practicable delay. 


You are, therefore, hereby commanded to attend the Ameen of your district 
immediately on his arrival within its limits, to confide in him as the servant of 
the Government, to convey to him every information regarding the state and 
condition of the district, which he may require and you possess, without the 
smallest partiality or reserve, and to produce and deliver every document which 
may be required by him without any hesitation or delay, being obedient to his 
orders in all things, and considering his favourable or unfavourable report as 
advantageous or injurious to your interests. You are, at the same time, strictly 
prohibited from giving or offering to the Ameen, or to any one of his deputies or 
servants, directly or indirectly, the smallest nuzzer, or bribe, or douceur, 00 
any pretext whatsoever. Consider these as the positive orders of the Presence, 


and act accordingly in every respect. 
A true translation : 


Signed) J. BarLure, 
. _ Resident. 


Dry’ 
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Second Draft of a Purwannah to be addressed to the Aumils, or Farmers, amended 
by the Resident, and tranemitted in his Letter to the Vizier, under date the 
25th Aprif 1811. 


Whereas the prosperity and happiness of my people form the leading objects of 
my care, I have therefore, at this auspicious season, with the friendly advice 
and: concurrence of the Honourable Company’s Government whose interests are 
identified with my own, determined to abolish for ever the system of farm- 
ing the revenue, which has hitherto prevailed in my dominions, and to introduce 
in the room of it such a system, that the Zemindars, cultivators, and peasantry, 
may with confidence and security employ themselves in the improvement and 
cultivation of their lands, and pay the just revenues of the government without 
any failure or delay: and as this measure cannot properly be carried into effect 
without first ascertaining the condition and assets of the several mehauls in my 
dominions, I have now deemed it proper to appoint and depute able and upright 
Ameens, with particular instructions for their guidance, to collect and transmit 
to the Presence all revenue papers connected with the several mehauls........c00s, 
Ameen has accordingly been deputed to your Elaka; and you are hereby 
strictly commanded, immediately on his arrival in your district, to attend on 
him, and assist him as much as possible in the performance of the duties of his 
office; more a in the collection of the papers which are detailed in the 
sunnud of amanut. You will cause all the Zemindars and Seeghadars to attend 
on the Ameen without delay, and to produce the papers which may be required 
by him. You will yourself, at the same time, continue to make the collections 
of the arrears of your Elaka. agreeably to the kabooleat and putta, till the end 
of the month of Jeth, or eventually of Assaur, so that no balances may remain 
due in the district at all events by the end of Assaur; and, if any of the Zemin- 
dars should be dilatory in paying up the arrears which may be duc to you, the 
Ameen will assist you in realizing them, agreeably to the orders of the Sircar, 
till the commencement of the month of Sawun, when your authority will finally 
cease, and you will have nothing to do with the collections. 


But as it is not my wish or intention that any of the farmers in my domi- 
nions should suffer loss by this change of the system, it is hereby particularly 
enjoined, with a reference to all Zemindars who may be in an impoverished 
condition, and may not have the means of liquidating their balances to the State, 
that you, in conjunction with the Ameen, do minutely investigate the circum- 
stances, and if satisfied of thcir incapacity to pay, that bonds for the just 
balances be taken from them, attested by the Chowdries and Canoongoes, in 
which case the amount of those several bonds shall be carried to your credit 
with the Government at the time of settling your accounts. 


Consider these as the positive orders of the Presence, and act accordingly ia 
every respect, 
A true translation : 


(Signed) J. BALELIE, 


Resident. 





From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 8th May 1811.) 


I have shewn a copy of your draft of instructions to the Ameens, and now 
enclose a copy of what six of those Ameens have written. 


I request that you will peruse it with attention, and conformably with such 
suggestions as you may then submit on the subject, orders shall be issued to the 
Ameens. | 


I have received your letter enclosing answers to my objections, and shall 
reply to it hereafter. 


The Arzee of Sheo Ram, and Lutchmun Pershaud, and other Ameens. 


We have been honoured by the receipt of the drafts of sunnuds, appointing 
us to the office of Ameens, and we have understood your Excellency’s com, 
mands for eollecting the revenue documents, &c. We accordingly submit to the 

Presence 
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Presence our sentiments regarding such orders as we can perform, and aych as 
we consider to be impossible. Agreeably to the orders we have received we wil! 
stick up the proclamation in the Sudder Kutcherry, and explain its contents to 
the Chowdries, Canoongoes, Mokuddums, Putwarries, and Zemindars, whom we 
shall assemble for that purpose; we will further cause copics of it in Persian to 
be promulgated in the villages and other parts of the country. But we request 
that your Excellency will be pleased to point out to us, what measures are to be 
adopted towards ‘Talookadars who do not attend the Kutcherry and pay no atten- 
tion to our summons. 

We will submit a list of all the villages in the Purgunnah, both aslee and 
dakhilee, under the signature of the Seeghadars; but, witha reference to the 
jumma for the last ten years of such villages as may have been held by Talook- 
aclars under one general kabooleat, the gross amount of the kabooleat only can be 
ascertained from the documents with the Seeghadars, and it is of course impossible 
to ascertain the jumma of each separate village. We request that your Excel- 
lency will be pleased to point out the mode of accomplishing this object, and 
we Wait your orders on that head. We shall demand from the Seeghadars the 
jumma-wasil-baukee accounts of the last and present years, and shall submit 
those documents to the Presence. 


An account of the assessments of all scttled villages, though this can be 
ascertained from the wasil-baukee account, shall also be forwarded to the 
Presence. 

An account of the jamma bundee of unsettled, or kham, villages, if it be found 
in the possession of the Seeghadars or Aumils, shall likewise be submitted to the 
Presence. 

We shall also demand the hissab-kird from the Seeghadars and Aumils, and 
transmit it in obedience to your orders. 

We will collect from the Seeghadars and Aumils such copies of puttas and 


kabooleats as they may have and forward them to the Presence; but as, in many 
cases, puttas are not granted to the Zemindars, what can be done in those 


cases P 

Although a statement of the increase or decrease of assessment of villages be 
usually inserted in the wasil-baukee accounts, yet it shall be prepared and trans- 
mitted separately as directed. 

A statement of the rent-free or exempted lands and — as also of nankar 
villages and lands, and of ready money nankar, with such sunnuds as may be 
found among the papers of the Canoongoes, shall be transmitted, but we cannot 
investigate the validity of any of the sunnuds in question. 

The dustoor, and a mowazcna of durbundee and biggethee of all such districts 
as possess any, shall be forwarded undcr the seal of the Seeghadars; but in many 
places they are not in use, and consequently cannot be obtained. 


Detailed statements of sayer duties, with established rates of sayer, and a list 
of the different chowkies, shall be submitted under the seal of the Seeghadars. 


The deductions are always stated in the wasil-baukee accounts of the villages; 
but a separate statement shall be prepared and transmitted agreeably to orders. 
We will also investigate into the beheree and present the particulars to the 


Presence. 

Although the Itlak can be of no real use, yet, in conformity to your Excel- 
lency’s orders, we will get it from the Aumil’s Mutusuddies, and submit it to the 
Presence. 

Agreeably to your Excellencys’ orders, we will attend to the rights of 
Zemindars, and will not transact business with any other person ; and in cases 


of Zemindars’ disputes, the sunnuds of both parties shall be examined, and copies 
of them, with a statement of the case, shall be submitted for your Excellency § 


decision. ” 
Aid 
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Aid shall be afforded to the farmers in the recovery of the balances which mi. 
be due to them from the Zemindars and others, agreeably to the engagemen:s 
which they may have entered into. Those engagements shall be minutely n- 
spected, and copies of them shall be transmitted to the Presence, under the oig- 
nature of the Seeghadars; but the realization of all that may be due to the 
farmers from the Zemindar is impossible in all the month of Jeth, or even Assaur, 
because it Is the custom in several mehauls to withhold some of the instalments 
till the month of Sawun and Bhadoon, and consequently the balances can never 
be realized in Jeth or Assaur. : 


The mode laid down in the instructions for a triennial settlement may be 
adopted when Tehsildars shall be appointed, and the strictest orders may be 
issued to the Zemindars and principal Malgoozars to abide by their engagements 
with the cultivators and Assamees during the stipulated time; but it is totally 
impossible to make the Zemindars of this country accede to these proposals. 


In the end of the month of Assaur, or when the Zemindars may be relieved 
from the demands of the present Aumils, we shall commence a personal tour 
and inspection of the districts, taking with us some intelligeut persons acquainted 
with the state of the country, as ordered, and in the particular manner pre- 
scribed, &c., as in the words of the drafts. 


A mowazena, or statement of the number of beegahs in every district, ascer- 
tained by actual measurement, cannot possibly be furnished, in the short time 
which is prescribed, with any number of assistants. 


The gross collections of the villages, under all their numerous heads, in which 
are included the expenses of the Zemindars and Talookadars, will never be fur- 
nished by the Putwarries, through fear of the Talookadars, until the Talooka- 
dars shall be expelled from the villages, or seized and put in confinement; and 
many of the Talookadars have no Putwarries in their Talookas, and consequently, 
in both cases, it will be impossible to perform this duty as your Excellency has 
been pleased to command. 


The nuzzurana, douccurs, &c. &c. of the Aumils and other officers, which have 
been yearly and regularly paid to them by the Zemindars, may certainly Le 
known from the papers in possession of the Sceghadars; but what has been given 
occasionally and secretly, to answer particular ends, can never, of course, be 
ascertained. 


A statement of the monthly allowances and charges which may be required for 
Mutusuddies, Zillahdars, Peadas, Hircarrahs, and others, will be submitted to 
the Presence, when the name of the district and the rate of salary per lac shall 
be made known to us. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) J, Bartuie, 
Resident. 


CRETE Ra 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 9th May 1811.) 


I have had the honour to reccive your Excellency’s letter, dated the 8th in- 
stant, conveying copies of the statements of six of the persons whom your Excel- 
leucy has selected for the office of Ameen, and I have perused those statements 
With attention. 


As the several persons in question have engaged to perform most of the duties 
which were prescribed in their instructions, and have offered a valid excuse for their 
probable inability to furnish one or two of the papers described, such as the 
mMowazena or measurement of the district, which would certainly require a consi- 
derable period of time, although other excuses which they have offered appear 
to ine to be frivolous, I shall postpone my remarks upon those, and submit to 
your Excellency hereafter a mode of accomplishing the objects which they have 
Pronounced to be unattainable, as well as more particular instructions for the 
guidance of Tchsildars on some points which the Ameens have referred to, and 
Which are totally foreign to their duty. 


3G Upon 
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Upon the whole, I am fully convinced that, after the business is fairly com: 
menced, your Excellency will soon see and acknowledge the facility with which 
it will proceed, and the whole of the necessary documents be collected and 
transmitted to the Presence. Iam only concerned to observe that your Excel- 
lency should allow yoursclf to be moved by such trifling impediments as those, 
which serve merely to procrastinate the important business in hand, and to 
occasion a loss of tine which might otherwise be more profitably occupied. 
The division and subdivision of the country, in the manner suggested and 
approved, as the first indispensable step to the adoption of the subsequent mea- 
sures, has not yet been arranged, I presume, or I should have been apprized of 
the arrangement; and yct this is a measure connected with your Excellency’s 
records alone, which might have been settled in the course of a day, and 
followed up long ere now, if your Excellency had been so disposed, by the 
nomination and dispatch of the Ameens, so that, in the month, or more, which 
has already been unprofitably spent since the date of your Excellency’s agree- 
ment, a considerable progress might bave been made in the execution of the 
duties of the Ameens. Even now, if they be appointed and dispatched, a 
great deal may still be performed before the lapse of the season of investigation. 
1, theretore, repeat my expectation, that your Excellency will be pleased to 
announce to me the particulars of the division of the country, and of the 
appointment of the several Amecns, which must, ere this, I presume, have 
been determined, or otherwise that your Excellency will be pleased to give 
your attention to those important arrangements without any further delay. 


With regard to what the Ameens have stated, respecting the custom in 
several mehauls of receiving the last instalments of revenue in the months of 
Sawun and Bhadoon, &c., it seems to me to be very surprizing, that they should 
have learned this circumstance so soon; but as, at all events, the continuance 
of the authority of the farmers till the end of the month of Bhadoon would, in 
my mind, be highly mjurious to the progress and influence of the new system 
of assessment, 1 sugzest for your Excellency’s consideration, that the collection 
of those two instalments, in the districts where so pernicious a custom may 
prevail, be committcd to the Ameens of those districts, and that credit for 
the amount of them be given to the several farmers, whose authority with their 
leases should cease in Assaur. 


I retura the statements of the Ameens, having taken a copy of them for the 
office. 


A true copy: 


(Signed) J. Bariuig, 
Resident. 





From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 11th May 1811.) 


I have received your letter of the 9th instant, in answer to mine of the 8th, 
with three arzees of the Amecns, copies of which have been returned by you. 


With regard to what you have stated, that as the several persons in question 
have ‘engaged to perform most of the duties which were prescribed in their 
‘ instructions,” &c., the case is this, that the plea advanced by the Ameens 
of their inability to furnish the mowazena, or measurement of the district, has 
been considered by you as a valid one, and you have not thought proper to 
dispute it; if therefore, the measurement of the district cannot be submitted 
to the Presence within the prescribed period, how can | agree to a settlement at 
the commencement of the ensuing year, from which loss will of necessity arise 
to me; or indeed, how can the settlement of all the Talookadars be accom- 
plished? And further, if the revenue documents for the last ten years of each 
village distinctly cannot be procured in the Elakas of several Talookadars, which 
the Amcens have also declared to be impracticable, how, in this case, can the real 
jumma or assets of such Elakas be correctly ascertained ? and if the registers of 
the collectors of kham or unsettled villages be not transmitted to the Presence, for 
which the Ameens have likewise offered an excuse, how can the real condition 
of those villages be made known? 

You 
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You have further stated your conviction, that “when the business is fairly Bengal Political 
« commenced, I shall soon see and acknowledge the facility with which it will rane 
‘© proceed,” (recapitulate; &c.). | ef June 1811, 


Soe ; ; Letter 
Rest assured, that I have no hesitation whatever as to the introduction of the -from the Vizier, 


system recommended, and, on the contrary, that I am zealously employed in 
putting it into a train of adoption; but it was absolutely neccssary that the con- 
tents of the draft of instructions should be clearly explained to the Ameens, 
and this being accordingly done, what they have submitted has heen sent for 
your information. I lave also issued orders to Dyakrishen to arrange all the 
documents in his hands, with a view to the division of my dominions, und such 
documents as he may possess he will of course arrange accordingly. 


With regard to what you have stated of the delay in the nomination and dis- 
patch of the Ameens,. &c. 


The appointment and dispatch of the Amecns is my sincere wish and inten- 
tion, nor have I any desire to deluy it; but as this isa business of importance, 
how can it be done in a hurry ? 


The Ameens must first receive their sunnuds from the Presence, and prepare 
the subordinate officers who are to accompany them ; must give in their Hazir- 
Zaminy bonds, their tussuroof-zaminy obligations, and moochulkas ; and having 
done so, they may be dispatched; in the accomplishment of this business 
hundreds of men will be employed. God grant that the new system be speedily 
introduced, and that my revenue may be increased by it, that the comfort and 
happiness of my subjects be established, and that no loss whatever be 
incurred by me in its progress. 


With regard to what you have stated, that ‘‘it 1s very surprising that the 
‘“ Ameens should have so soon Icarned that it is customary in several mehauls to 
‘¢ suspend tlc last instalments of revenue in the months of Sawun and Bhadoon,” 
&c., the case is this: As the Ameens are inhabitants of my dominions, they 
are of course well informed of the above circumstance, which indeed is generally 
known. 


With regard to what you have stated, that ‘if it be the custom in several of 
‘* the mehauls of my dominions to collect the revenues in Bhadoon the Ameens 
‘© can collect those instalments,” &c. 


I desire that you reconsider attentively the draft of the perwannahs to Aumils, 
in which they are directed to investigate the condition of such Zemindars as may 
be unable to liquidate their balances, in conjunction with the Ameens of their dis- 
tricts, and, in the event of their actual inability to take bonds from them, 
attended by the Chowdrics and Canoongoes, that credit in account may hereafter 
be given to the Aumils for the balances of such Zemindars ; thus the collection 
of balances from indigent Nyots only will be the duty of the Tchsildars to be 
hereafter appointed, and not the collection of instalments for Sawun and Bha- 
doon, the duty of the present Ameens; exclusive of which the Ameens have 
positively refused to collect any part of those instalments, and thus I shall sufter 
a heavy loss of my revenue, and several lacs of rupecs will never be realized. 
How then can you recommend to me a measure, by the adoption of which | 
must sustain so heavy a loss? Formerly, in the draft of the perwannah addressed 
to Tehsildars, I deemed it proper to insert Assaur instead of Jeth, because the 
kistbundy from the Moostajers or farmers concludes with the month of Assaur ; 
but now the Ameens having’ stated that instalments in many mehauls go on till 
Sawun and Bhadoon, it seems necessary that the period in the draft of the per- 
wannahs to Aumils be altered for Sawun and Bhadoon, in order that I suffer no 
loss. 

A true translation : 


(Signed) = J. BArriir, 
Resident. 
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From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 16th May 1811.) 


T have received your letter of the 25th April, in answer to mine of the 21st of 
that month, containing your answers to my statement of apprehensions in the 
case of the deputation of Ameens, and introduction of the proposed system, to- 
gether with three amended drafts of the proclamation and instructions to Aumils 


and Ameens. 


You have stated, that my cordial concurrence in the propriety of the proposed 
measures, and sincere resolution of carrying them into complete effect, are all 
that can possibly be required to ensure advantage and success. 


The case is this: Thatas, immediately on the introduction of the new system, 
the present settlement of the country must be entirely subverted, and no part of it 
can remuin, and consequently the failure of the new system, or the delay or 
impossibility of carrying it into complete effect, must be productive of certain 
loss and injury to me; it follows, that a want of attention and diligence upon my 
part to give effect to the system in question, cannot on any ground be supposed. 
But with regard to a system of administration, the adoption and execution of 
which is extremely difficult and impracticable, my attention and diligence 
must of course be totally unavailing. If, on the other hand, you will be pleased 
to suggest such a plan for the administration of the proposed system, as shall be 
conformable with the terms of the treaty, compatible with the perfect exercise 
of my independent authority, so as that no injury nor falling off, the most minute, 
in my authority can be occasioned, nor any the smallest loss of revenue from 
whatever cause, can arise, and you satisfy me as to all those particulars ; how then 
can I refuse to comply with and adopt your suggestions ? | 


With regard to your observation, that my ‘‘ rejection of certain clauses 
“in the drafts, without stating the grounds of it, was contrary to your 
‘“ natural expectations, and that the insertion of the words, with the advice 
‘* and concurrence of the British Government,” &c., the case is this: The 
rejection of the sentences in question, and especially of the abovementioned 
words, cannot in reality be considered as effecting in any degree the par- 
ticular object in view, namely, the introduction of the new system; but, on 
the contrary, those particular words must be considered as totaliy redun- 
dant: and having perused them with the minutest attention, I cannot, upon 
any principle, consent to their insertion in the drafts, nor shall they therefore be 
inserted. And with regard to your statement of the sentiments with which the 
British Government may view my rejection of those sentences, as you cannot fail 
to recollect that, at the commencement of this business, I stated to you my 
intention of perusing and altering the drafts, and discussing the terms of them 
with you before they should be finally admitted, notwithstanding which you 
transmitted them in their original state to the Presidency, I leave it to yourself 
to decide what answer I can make to your statement. Your alterations respect- 
ing expelled Zemindars in the draft of instructions to Ameens are approved and 
admitted, and I enclose my replies to your answers regarding the fears which I 
have expressed on the introduction of the new system. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
Resident. 


gieeettioens 


Replies to the Resident’s Answers by His Excellency the Vizier. (Received with 
His Excellency’s Letter of the 16th May 1811.) 


You have stated, that ‘‘ the farmers of the above-mentioned mehauls have 
“ doubtless, in most instances, taken security from the landholders at the period 
“ of the settlement, and at all events now as the rubbee crop must be cut 
‘‘ down,” &c. The fact is this: That in those mehauls both rules are adopted. 
From some security is taken, and from others it is not usual to demand secu- 
rity; consequently from such landholders as have not found security for their 
rents in the case of disorder arising from the new system, the dues of Govern- 
ment cannot be realized. ae 
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With regard to what you have stated, that ‘ it is not necessary nor probable 
“ that the whole of the documents required should at once be submitted to the 
** Presence,” &c. 


It does not seem to me to be possible to peruse such voluminous documents 
in time; and when you see the number of papers that will be received, you will 
be convinced of the impracticability of perusing them. 


You have stated, that “ the new system of assessment being much milder 
“ than the former, and tending evidently to the comfort and happiness of the 
‘* Ryots, and to the ease and security of the landholders,” &c. 


Although the new system appear milder to you, and though it be also my 
wish that this system should be successfully administered, yet the fact is, that 
the Talookadars and the whole of the Zemindars in my dominions have long 
been in the habits of concealing and withholding the real assets of their lands ; 
and the new system being calculated to bring those practices to light, and to 
expose the real capability of each particular estate, it is impossible, in my judg- 
ment, to expect that this system should be agreeable to them; and, on the 
contrary, I am greatly apprehensive that its introduction will cause the Zemin- 
dars to retire, nor can we possibly expect that it will be established in the man- 
ner we Wish, since it has not yet been properly carried into effect in the Honour- 
able Company’s ceded and conquered provinces, although upwards of ten years 
have elapsed since its first introduction into those provinces. Of what avail, 
therefore, will be my cordial concurrence in a systen, which it is impossible or 
extremely difficult to accomplish ¢ 


With respect to your observation, that “ as the revenues of the country have 
“ been hitherto yearly collected under my authority, and consequently that the 
 jumma of every district, as hitherto realized, may be known by a reference to 
‘© the records,” &c. 


The revenue documents of such Elakas as may be found in my office may, of 
course, be compared with the documents furnished by the Ameens ; but how 
are the documents of the Elakas to be examined respecting which I may have 
no records in the office ; and in this case, how are the real assets of the whole of 
my dominions to be ascertained ? 


In answer to your observation, that ‘‘ the perfection of any measure or system 
‘* is not to be expected at once, but attainable by degrees,” &c. 


As you have yourself thus acknowledged the impracticability of the settle- 
ment of the whole country agreeably to the new system at once, and I also am 
thoroughly convinced that it is impossible, why not acquiesce in my proposition 
for commencing, by way of experiment, in one Elaka in the first instance; to 
which proposition you have hitherto declined to reply ? 


With regard to your remark, that ‘‘if the Ameens whom I have selected 
‘* be really capable persons, and discharge the duties of their office,” &c. 


The best persons who could be found here after a diligent search have been 
fixed on for those offices, but they have declared the performance of some of 
the duties prescribed by the instructions to be impossible: and with respect to 
your observation, that © the whole of the Seeghadars must have Persian docu- 
‘* ments in their possession,” &c., if this be really the case, the delay will not 
be so great as I have calculated, but otherwise the appointment of Amlah will be 
of no avail, and my present fears will be realized. 


With regard to your remark that ‘* you cannot conceive how the introduction 
of the new system,” &c., my confidence 1s not at all increased by this remark, 
because whenever the Ameens shall be appointed to their respective districts, 
and it shall be known that on their arrival the authority of the present Tehsil- 
dars is to cease, it is impossible that disorder should not arise; and though I by 
no means wish to dispute further with you on the subject, yet my mind is by no 
Means satisfied, and I cannot but expect loss and disorder in the country. But 
you will yourself witness the losses that I shall suffer by those measures. My 
fears on the subject have been cxplained to you, and every point on which I am 
dissatisfied has been written. 


3 H With 
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With regard to what you state, that “if the system recommended,” &c. 


I have only tp say, that whatever you have suggested has been done; and 
if, hereafter, any disturbance or disorder should arise, I look to the Honourable 
Company for its suppression. 


With regard to your recommendation of Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan. 


The Hukeem and all other persons, who have regularly paid the revenue of the 
Sircar, shall be honoured by the commands of the Presence. 


Dated 22d Rubbee-oos-sanee, 1226 Hijree, 16th May 1811}. 


A true translation: 


(Signed) J. BAILx1£, 
Resident. 





To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 16th May 1811.) 


I have had the honour to receive your Excelleucy’s letter dated the 11th 
instant, in reply to mine of the 9th. 


As itis my decided opinion that any further altercation or correspondence 
regarding the excuses, whether valid or frivolous, alleged by the Ameens, can 
tend only to procrastinate the introduction of the salutary system of reform 
recommended by the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council; as 
not one of those excuses of the Ameens, even admitting their validity, is of a 
nature to preclude the introduction of that system, or to impede its progress in 
the manner which the British Government desires, namely, to the immediate 
amelioration of the condition of your Excellency’s landholders and peasantry, 
and to the consequent advantage of the State, as well as the future increase of Its 
revenue; as, further, it can be no duty of my station to obviate the excuses of 
those Ameens selected by your Excellency exclusively, nor is the subject, in any 
point of view, a becoming subject of correspondence for your Excellency and 
me to engage in; in addition to which it is remarkable that two of those very 
Ameens, whose excuses your Excellency has furnished, were employed under 
my authority in Bundlecund, and performed all the duties which are now pres- 
cribed to them without the sinallest objection or excuse, and to my entire satis- 
faction: under these circumstances, I can only repeat my suggestion of the 
expediency of your dispatching those Ameens, and others equally qualified, to 
every district of your dominions without any further delay; delivering to them, 
however, before their departure, the proclamations, purwannahs, and instruc- 
tions, which I submitted to your Excellency in the terms of my original drafts. 


A perpetual, or even a decennial settlement of the revenue, which would 
require a minute investigation to ascertain the real assets of the lands, has not 
been recommended to your Excellency, nor is it advisable for the present ; on 
the contrary, a triennial settlement, at a moderate rate of assessment, for the 
purpose of giving confidence to the Zemindars and peasantry, and encouraging 
the cultivation of the soil, is all that has been suggested to your Excellency, 
and all that our Government would recommend; and for this beneficial purpose, 
the cuties engaged for by those six Ameens, and the documents which they have 
promised tu furnish, if executed and prepared with fidelity and zeal, in the spirit 
and terms of my instructions, by all the officers whom your Excellency may 
appoint, will, in my mind, be amply sufficient. And further, a triennial settle- 
ment, proceeding on the labours of those Ameens, if concluded agreeably to 
my suggestions, will fully answer the ends which the British Government, 
and your Excellency I trust, have in view, by the introduction of the new 
system, in its comimencement. 


To conclude: as your Excellency must recollect, that in the early stage of 
this discussion, with the manifest view of precluding those altercations which 
have now taken place, and facilitating the progress of the reform, I suggested 
to you, in an earnest manner, the selection and appointment of Ameens and 
other officers with my previous knowledge and concurrence, and your Excel- 
lency rejected that suggestion, it follows as a necessary consequence, that your 

Excellency, 
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Excellency, in calling upon me to obviate the excuses which those Ameens 
may be taught, or may think proper, to submit, is imposing on the British Govern- 
ment a task which we are not bound to perform, and which on, my part would 
be endless and impracticable. 


A true copy : 


(Signed) J. BATLrix, 
Resident. 





To Captain J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

1. His Excellency the Vice-President in Council has perused with great 
interest and attention your despatch of the 28th ultimo, reporting in continua- 
tion your proceedings and your communications with the Nawaub vizier, on the 
subject of the meditated reform of the internal administration of the country. 
His Excellency in Council considers you to have manifested in the progress of 
your proceedings the same degrec of meritorious energy and ability that has dis- 
tinguished their commencement ; and Governnient has only to regret that the 
object of your exertions has necessarily been not merely tu devise and regulate 
the details of a new and improved system of assessment and collection, but 

rincipally to remove the objections, and counteract the obstacles which the 
Vizier himself, either openly or secretly, has opposed to the introduction of it. 


2. It is evident that the Vizier, while he admits the necessity of a reform 
because he can neither deny the facts nor resist the arguments on which that 
necessity is founded, and while he acknowledges the obligation imposed on him 
by treaty of executing such reform at the suggestion and with the advice of the 
British Government, does not desire that it should take effect, and that, under 
the influence of this disposition, his efforts are employed to render the proposed 
system abortive, by means consistent with an ostensible solicitude to promote 
the success of it. 


3. It isto be apprehended, that the inclination of his mind will lead him, and 
his unlimited means of clandestine influence and control will enable him to 
realize all the difficulties and impediments which he has represented as opposing 
the practicability of the meditated plan of reform, but which do not really belong 
to it. He will then be disposed to triumph in the fulfilment of his predictions, 
to charge the British Government, as in fact he does at present, with the pursuit 
of a chimerical system of theoretical improvement, tending only to produce con- 
fusion and loss of revenue, and to deduce, from its failure, the practical supe- 
riority of that mode of assessment and collection which, having been established 
from distant time, is, however defective, best adapted to the habits and genius 
of the people, and best calculated to realize the resources of the country. 


4. In truth, those enlarged principles of polity which embrace a consideration 
for the comfort and happiness of the people, which provide for the security of 
the rights and property of the subjects of the realm, for their protection against 
the abuses of power, for the control of injustice and oppression, which reject the 
allurements of immediate pecuniary advantage in favour of the more distant but 
solid benefits arising from the purity of the administration and the general pros- 
perity of the country, are foreign to the character of the Vizier, and adverse to 
the natural propensities of his mind and disposition. These now appear to be 
too firmly established to admit of the expectation which Government was wil- 
ling originally to indulge, that they might be made to yield to the force of argu- 
ment and reason, addressed to an understanding certainly of no ordinary class, 
‘and supported by all the influence of the British power, the stipulations of treaty, 
and your zealous and able agency. 


5. These reflections, which His Excellency in Council is reluctantly compelled 
to form, but which the general tenor of your reports, and especially the contents 
of your despatch, ‘now acknowledged, naturally suggest, preclude any sanguine 
expectation of the ultimate success of your efforts for the attainment of the im- 
portant objects of the Governor-General in Council's instructions of the 28th 
December. The purpose of stating these reflections, however,. is not to discou- 
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rage the continuance of your efforts, but partly to afford you the satisfaction of 
knowing that the Vice-President in Council is fully aware of the difficulties 
which oppose them, and will not be disposed to ascribe their too probable failure 
to any defect of ability, or exertion, on your part, and partly to place you on 
your guard against those arts, by which the just and benevolent intentions of the 
British Government, in urging the reform, might be converted into the charge. 
of having occasioned a material defalcation of his Excellency’s revenues, and 
involved his country in confusion, by effecting the subversion of a long esta- 
blished system of assessment and collection, without substituting another, either 
efficient in its operation or adequate to the purposes for which it was proposed. 
While you persevere in your endeavours, therefore, to accomplish, at least, a par- 
tial reform of the Vizier’s administration, you will be careful not to suffer. the 
effects of his Excellency’s open, or clandestine, obstruction to be charged upon 
the inefficacy of the system itself, as recommended to his adoption. 


6. I am directed to add, that the explanation contained in the sixth paragraph 
of your letter, on the subject of the resumption of the farms, is entirely satisfac- 
tory to his Excellency in Council. 

I have, &c. 
Fort William, (Signed) N. B. EpMonstToNE, 
2ist June 1811. Chief Secretary to Government. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 5th July 1811. 


To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 
Sir: 

1. At a conference with his Excellency the Vizier on the morning of the 25th 
ultimo, referred to in my despatch of tle 28th, I used every argument that I 
could think of to remove the groundless apprehensions which his Excellency 
had thought proper to urge as a pretext for postponing the arrangements for the 
necessary reform in his administration. 


2. I stated to him, that the result of our conference on the 4th of April Jast, 
before quitting Lucknow, and particularly, the gracious manner in which that 
conference ended, had impressed me with the firmest belief of his being 
at length happily convinced of the necessity of a general reform in his 
Government, and of his having approved, and resolved on conviction to 
adopt, the principal measures which I had suggested for that purpcse. That 
every one of the measures in question had been discussed at considerable 
Jength; nay, that the drafts of the proclamation and instructions had been many 
days in his Excellency’s possession, and must, of course, have been frequently 
perused, before the date of his engagement to give effect to the several arrange- 
ments, which he seemed now to be Jabouring to subvert. That the apprehen- 
sions, doubts, and excuses, which he had subsequently thought proper to detail, 
had they existed at the date of his engagements, would doubtless have been 
stated at that time, and however groundless and imaginary they appeared, might 
then have been entitled to consideration ; though even then, it was sufficiently 
obvious that they could not have been successfully pleaded in bar of the fulfil- 
ment of obligations which former treaties imposed. ‘That the obligation to 
establish an improved system of administration in his Excellency’s reserved 
dominions, as expressed in the Treaty of Cession, was manifestly absolute, and 
unqualified by any provision whatever for the removal of doubts or apprehen- 
sions which its fulfilment might subsequently induce. 


That his Excellency’s engagement with Marquess Wellesley to advise with 
the British Government, and to conform to its counsels, in the establishment 
of an improved system of administration, was equally positive and uncondi- 
tional ; and that, finally, the four principal and most important points of his 
agreement with me, under date the 4th of April, were as absolute and unqua- 


lified in their terms as any of the foregoing engagements. Under these'circum- 
stances, 
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stances, it was obvious, I maintained, that his Excellency’s statement of 
doubts delivered on the 21st of April, had been exhibited a great deal too 
late to entitle it even to a hearing, as a pretext for delaying the arrangements 
to which he had previously agreed ; and that the attention which I had bestowed 
on that statement, from motives of respect for his Excellency, or the endeavours 
which I had made, and was now about to make, for the removal of his imagi- 
nary fears, could not, on any principle, be considered as a dereliction, in the 
smallest degree, of my title to insist on the performance of every one of his 
engagements. 


3. Having applied the foregoing remarks as a precaution against any impro- 
per advantage which the Vizier might be disposed to take of my continuing the 
discussion of his doubts, I proceeded to re-examine the grounds of the various 
objections which he had stated, in the order in which they are detailed in 
the enclosure of his Excellency’s letter under date the 16th May. 


4, Asa prelude to the examination and exposition of the frivolous objections 
which he had urged, I adverted to the extraordinary remark, which is contained 
in his Excellency’s letter giving cover to the document in question, having 


reference to the insertion of the words ‘‘ with the advice and concurrence of 


‘© the British Government,” in the drafts of the proclamation and instructions. 
Your Excellency’s objection to the above clause in the drafts,” I observed, 
is conveyed in the following terms—‘ The rejection of the abovementioned 
«< * words cannot be considered as affecting in any degree the particular object 
“ ‘in view, but, on the contrary, those words must be considered as totally 
‘redundant,’ (that is I presume neither useful nor injurious to the object, ) 
‘and therefore you have determined to reject them.’ Is it not singular, I 
will ask your Excellency, and does it not obviously admit of an inference 
hostile to your avowed sentiments of friendship for the British Govern. 
ment, as well as desire to conform with its advice, that the rejection of a 
clause in a public document, which I have pronounced to be essential to 
the success of the contemplated arrangements, should be accompanied by au 
admission on your own part, that the clause is merely redundant, neither 
useful nor injurious to the important purposes in view; and if such be the 
nature of your Excellency’s cavil against a public declaration to your subjects 
of the legitimate source from which a reform in your administration should 
‘* spring, namely, the united and identified counsels and interests of your own 
« and the Company’s Government, what reasonable hope can be entertained 
of your Excellency’s cordial concurrence in any of the subsequent measures?” 


5. His Excellency interrupted me here, for the purpose, as it appeared, of 
explaining to me the real motive for his rejection of the abovementioned clause 
inthe drafts. ‘* If these words be admitted,” he observed, “ my subjects will 
‘ immediately infer, that the remaining part of my dominions, like the ceded 
territory, has been transferred to the Honourable Company, and that 
nothing remains to me but a name.” 


My answer to such an argument as this can scarcely require to be recorded. 
Every measure of the meditated reform,” Lobserved, ‘“‘ is to be adopted under 
your Excellency’s exclusive authority, every officer to be employed is a person 
of your own selection, as well as a natural subject of your government. The 
reports of those officers are to be made exclusively to yourself; their conduct 
to be judged of by you; the revenues of the country, as usual, to be paid 
into your Excellency’s treasury ; your dominions and your authority over 
** them secured under the Company's guarantee to yourself, your heirs, and 
“* successors.” 


6. The above answer receiving no immediate reply, I proceeded to the 
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examination of his Excellency’s doubts, with a reference to the measures of 


reform. 
Ist. ** In some mehauls security is taken, and in others it is not usual ; conse- 
‘¢ quently, from such landholders as have not given security, the dues of Go- 
** vernment will not be realized.” 
S lI To 
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_ To an objection so indefinite as this, Lobserved, it could only be necessary. 
to offer an answer in general terms, namely, that forthe just dues of the Go- 
vernment, in cases where the Aumils had neglected tu obtain personal and. 
collateral security, the only security which existed was the proceeds of 
the crop on the ground, and that this could not at all be affected by 
the appointment of Ameens to investigate the state of the districts;. in addi. 
tion to which, the delay that had already occurred in the appointment and 
deputation of Ameens would preclude their arrival in their districts till the 
season of collection for the current year was at an end. 


2d. ** Although the new system appear milder to you, yet the Talookadars 
and the whole of the Zemindars in my dominions having been long in the 
habits of concealing and withholding the real assets of the lands, and the 
new system being calculated to bring those practices to light, &c., I am 
apprehensive that its introduction will cause the Zemindars to retire; nor 
‘** can we expect that it will be established as we wish, since it has not yet 
‘ been properly carried into effect in the Honourable Company’s provinces 
“ after the lapse of a period of ten years.” | 


» 
a 
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‘‘ The intention of this argument,” I replied, * in as far as I understand it,. 
“ is to oppose the wisdom and justice, as well as the practicability, of a reform 
«‘ in the system of assessment and collection of the revenue in your Excellency’s 
‘© dominions. The landholders and peasantry of your country are stated to be the 
‘¢ oppressors, the embezzlers of your revenue ; the government to be the sufferer 
‘¢ and the oppressed. Your Excellency has been pleased toarraign the wisdom 
«and justice of the Company’s administration in its own territory, to assert 
« that disorder exists in the ceded provinces after all the labour and attention 
‘¢ which have been bestowed on them during a period of ten years, and to infer 
“* from those premises, that we meditate additional disorder in your dominions 
«« and a loss of revenue to yourself. Is this a true picture of the relative con- 
« dition of your Excellency’s and the British dominions? Has the manifest 
‘‘ and avowed system of coercion and arbitrary exaction, which prevailed 
« and does now prevail throughout Oude, supported for a series of years by 
‘a numerous irregular army at the beck of a mercenary farmer, and of late 
‘“‘ years by a British regular force, yearly, nay constantly employed in the 
“« suppression of refractory Zemindars and demolition of al! the strong-holds 
«in the country, left the power as well as the inclination in the Jand-hold- 
‘* ers to resist the just demands of the State, or to embezzle any part of 
‘* its revenues ? and isthe alleged practice of concealing and withholding the 
‘“‘ real assets of the lands compatible, in any degree, with the alleged efficiency 
** of your Excellency’s present Aumils, supported as they have constantly been 
“ by detachments of the British troops, both at the periods of their assessment 
“ and collections ? Are the condition of the landholders and peasantry of Oude, 
‘* the facility of the collection of its revenue, the state of the country at large, 
* to be compared with those of the Company's provinces, where not a sepoy, far 
‘«« Jess an army, 1s ever employed to support the assessment or collections, and 
« where the gradual increase of the revenue, as well as the happiness of the 
‘* people, is secured by the influence of the system proposed, under certain 
“« necessary modifications, for your Excellency’s immediate adoption ? The 
answers to those questions, I trust, if your Excellency consider them candidly, 
although many more of a similar tendency might be asked, will be a ready 
and — disavowal of the apprehensions which you have hitherto enter- 
tained. | 


a 
» 


At the words “ gradual increase of the revenue” his. Excellency interrupted. 
me, to state that this inerease might be otherwise accounted for by reflecting 
on the low valuation at which the Ceded Provinces had been transferred ; anu 
I answered, that there were no documents nor authentic information before 
me, to establish or controvert this assertion generally, but that, with a reference 
tothe district of Rohilcund, the fact was certainly otherwise. 


3d. His Excellency’s third ground of apprehension, I observed, was like the 


first, indefinite as well as frivolous, and secmed totally unworthy of. a reply 
[he 
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«The revenue documents of such districts as may be found ‘in my office’ may 
‘* be compared, &c., but how are the documents to be examined of those dis- 
‘‘. tricts respecting which I may have no records?” 


Did his Excellency wish to be supposed ignorant, or to want the means of 
ascertaining the amount of the revenue hitherto derived from any district in 
his dominions ; and if he were really ignorant, what argument did this igno- 
rance afford, save for the necessity of an immediate investigation, in the 
manner which I had proposed. Regarding the conclusion of this part of his 
Excellency’s objections, namely, ‘ his proposal for commencing by way of 
** experiment in one district in the first instance,’ I observed, that it was, in 
my own opinion, totally nugatory and vain, as well as in direct opposition to 
the. tenor of my instructions, and of the Governor-General's letter to his 
Excellency, and was therefore out of the question. His Excellency had 
manifestly the power, and I feared also the inclination, of perverting such a 
partial experiment as this into an argument for the continuance of the present 
vicious system, by frustrating the beneficial arrangements suggested in any one 
district of his dominions, and even by sacrificing a portion of the revenue of 
that district for the attainment of the object in view. 


4th. The fourth ground of apprehension had a reference to the excuses 
of the Ameens, and to the difficulty of rendering the revenue documents 
into Persian; and as all the excuses of the Ameens had been already satis- 
factorily discussed in my letter of the 16th of May, to which his Excellency 
had not favoured me with an answer, I considered that portion of the subject 
to be exhausted. 


- Sth. The fifth and last ground of apprehension, namely, disorder to be generally 

excited in the country by the supersession of so many public officers at once, 
ou the appointment and deputation of an Ameen to every district in the 
country, appearing somewhat more specious and plausible than any of the 
foregoing pretexts, gave rise to a longer discussion. 1 observed, in the first 
place, to his Excellency, that the whole force of the argument on his part,. 
with a reference to this ground of alarm, was deduced from the unhappy pro- 
crastination ascribable solely to himself, in the adoption of the salutary measure 
which I had originally proposed to him so far back as the 9th of March. 


At the period to which I alluded, the Rubbce harvest was still standing or 


cut down under attachment by the Aumils, and guarded by the Sebundee: 


troops of the State. ‘The landholders were all in attendance for the purpose of 
concluding their settlements. Many, if not all of them, had given bonds for 
their personal appearance, when called for, during the remainder of the season. 
of assessment and collection of the revenue; and all of them had that obvio::s 
interest in the produce of the harvest on the ground, which would have secured 
their personal attendance, and precluded disorders in their districts till the actual 
arrival of the Ameens, and the promulgation of his Excellency’s proclamaticns 
should have inspired confidence in their minds, and have put an end to every 
rational fear of any future insurrection or commotion. Even supposing the 
inclination, in a few turbulent landholders, to take advantage of the meditated 
change for the purpose of exciting disorder in their districts, still the season of the 
year was then by no means so advanced as to preclude the employment of troops 
for the purpose of suppressing such disorders; and it was unnecessary for me to 
remark, with what genuine satisfaction I should, under those circumstances, 
have complied with any requisition from his Excellency for tlie aid of the Com- 
pany's forces. The present advanced period of the year, I admitted, and the 


approach of the periodical rains, though they gave no ground whatever for the 


fear of insurrection or commotion in consequence of the deputation of Ameens, 
might tend greatly to limit the exertions of those officers in the investigation. 
committed to their charge, and the advantages of those exertions ; since many 
obstacles might be opposed to the investigation and collection of papers by the 
intrigues of the present Aumils, if permitted to remain in authority in the dis- 
tricts till the end of Sawun or Bhadoon, as his Excellency proposed, .as well as 
by the occupation of the landholders and peasantry in the necessary duties of’ 


' husbandry. during the rains, by their known aversion to attending on the sie 
, v 
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of Government during those months, the want of efficient support on the part 
of the Ameens, and finally, the local circwmstances of the districts. But ail 
these disadvantages, I maintained, were by no means of a nature to preclude or 
suspend the adoption of the meditated arrangements, nor to limit the beneficial 
effects which must ultimately and permanently flow from them ; while, on the 
other hand, the disadvantages in question, or any other difficulty, which might 
occur in the execution of the proposed arrangements, being ascribable solely to 
his Excellency’s own procrastination, could, on no principle, be admitted as a 
valid pretext for a refusal to fulfil his engagements. 


7% Some further and more general conversation ensued on the subject of’ 
his Excellency’s engagements, during which he repeatedly recognized and ad- 
mitted the obligation of all his agreements with me, and expressed his desire to 
fulfil them, if'a mode of fulfilling them could be devised to remove the principal 
apprehensions which still preyed on his mind, namely, the fear of disorder in the 
country, and of a diminution of his independent authority ; and by this conver- 
sation we were led to a retrospective perusal of the four articles of agreement 
contained in his Excellency’s amended replies of the 4th of April last. 


8. Those articles of agreement I now proceeded to abstract for his Excel- 
lency’s reconsideration, connecting each article in its turn with one of the four 
fundamental principles of reform, as stated in the instructions of the Govern. 
ment, under date the 28th of December, as follows: viz. 


First. A division and subdivision of his dominions into Zillahs and mehauls, 
with a view to facilitate the adoption of all the subsequent arrangements. This 
preliminary measure his Excellency declared to be totally unobjectianable, as 
far as it was practicable, and offered of his own accord to send his Dewan, Dia- 
krishen, to me for the purpose of concluding the arrangement. 


Secondly. The deputation of Ameens to all the mehauls, to investigate the state 
of the country and collect revenue documents, with a view to the moderate as- 
sessment of the lands. ‘Iv the immediate and universal adoption of this measure 
his Excellency opposed his apprehension of general disorder in the country by 
the supersession of all his officers at once, and also his engagements with some 
farmers who deserved well of his Government, and whose districts were 1n excel- 
lent order. This latter objection by his Excellency occasioned an inquiry, on 
my part, into the number and extent of the engagements to which he alluded, 
and an observation that, if I were rightly informed, the whole of the leases in 
question were now about to expire, and that, indeed, the practice of his Govern- 
ment, in as far as I had observed it, had always restricted those leases to the 
term of a single year. His Excellency admitted this fact generally, adverted also 
to the recent death of one of his principal farmers, and mentioned particularly 
the districts of Khyrabad and Mohumdie, under the charge of Hukeem Mehdi 
Alee Khan, whose lease did not certainly expire, he observed, with the present 
fusly year, though he was ignorant of the term of its duration. From his Excel- 
lency’s further remarks, I gathered, that a moiety, if not more, of his dominions 
was already under the management of amaunee Aumils, or officers corresponding 
in some degree in their functions with those employed by our Government as 
Ameens; and this circumstance suggested a proposal, which I was about to make 
for the removal of his Excellency’s apprehensions, when he interrupted me by 
stating it himself, namely, that the investigation and collection of revenue papers, 
should he committed to the officers already employed in those districts, under the 
instructions which I had suggested, and with the further benefit of the procla- 
mation in his Excellency’s amended terms. By this arrangement he admitted 
that a number of his apprehensions would be removed ; and it was agreed that 
this proposal should be committed to writing, and maturely considered by his 
precaaas who promised to signify his determination in the course of a few 

ays. 


The third and fourth articles of agreement were now read to his Excellency, 
namely, a provision for a triennial settlement with the landholders, &c., at @ 
moacerate rate of assessment, under a gradation of engagements for that period, 
to be guaranteed by the Government, and ultimately the establishment of a 
court of justice and efficient potice in each Zillah, when the settlement of the 

revenue 
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revenue should be concluded. To both those articles his Excellency implicitly 
adhered ; and our conference of the 25th ultimo broke up with a promise, on my 
part, of submitting the heads of it in writing in the course of that or the following 
day. : 

9. Inu the evening of the same day I transmitted accordingly to his Excellency 
an abstract of the heads of our conference, a copy of which is enclosed; and on 
the 29th ultimo I had the honour of receiving from his Excellency an answer to 
that abstract, a translation of which is enclosed, and in which the Honourable 
the Vice-President in Council will not fail to observe that his Excellency the 
Vizier has still professed his adherence to all the articles of agreement, though 
the fulfilment of them be declared to be dependent on the removal of a few re- 
maining apprehensions, for which his Excellency has been pleased to refer me to 
documents already in my possession, having no connection whatever with the 
modified arrangement proposed. 7 


10. In reply to this latter reference, so characteristic of the Vizier’s dispo- 
sition, and to some other objections which he has offered in his answer to the 
abstract of our conference, I thought it my duty to address a letter to him, under 
date the 30th ultimo, a copy of which is enclosed, requiring an explicit detail of 
all his remaining objections ; and to this letter I have not hitherto been favoured 
with a reply. 


11. His Excellency’s health has been recently reported to me, by himself and 
by several others, to be affected in some degree by the extraordinary occupation 
of ‘his mind im the progress of this discussion, or by casual imprudences of his 
own, and this circumstance, combined with the death of a grand-daughter and 
one of his sisters, has precluded my urging him for a reply to my letter of the 
30th ultimo, or bringing any other important question under his view. 


12. I shall, however, take an carly opportunity of soliciting the favour of a 
reply to my letter above noticed, and of urging the immediate adoption of the 
sevcral measures of reform, and I shall not fail to apprize you of the result of 
those proceedings, for the further information of the Government. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
12th June 1811. Resident. 





Abstract of the Heads of a Conference with His Excellency the Vizier, the 
Q5th May 181}. 


Ist. Recalled to his Excellency’s recollection the four fundamental and indis- 
pensable principles which must form the basis of a reform in his administration, 
namely; First, A just and moderate assessment of the revenue to be settled with 
all the landholders of the country ; Secondly, A settlement for a fixed term, not 
less than three years ; Thirdly, The conclusion of engagements, in regular gra- 
dation, from the Aumil to the Ryot; and Fourthly, The guarantee of those 
cngagements by the Government, and the establishment of a mode of obtaining 
redress in the case of a departure from those engagements. 


2d. His Excellency, reminded of his absolute and unconditional engagements, 
voluntarily entered into with me, to give effect to the foregoing principles to 
which his engagements had reference, as follows: viz. First, A division and sub- 
division of his country into Zillahs, or departments, and mehauls. Secondly, The 
appointment and deputation of an Amecn to each mehaul, for the purpose of 
ascertaining its condition and collecting the revenue papers, with a provision 
that those papers should be submitted to my inspection, and if approved, should 
form the basis of a triennial settlement. Thirdly, The conclusion of a triennial 
settlement, under a gradation of engagements from the Tehsildar to the Ryot, 
with a provision that those engagements should be submitted for my inspection 
and satisfaction, in every case of a requisition for the aid of British troops to 
coerce the landholders or others; and Fourthly, The establishment of courts ot 
Justice and an efficient police in all the Zillahs and mehauls. 


3 4K 3d. His 
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Sd. His Excellency entreated to reflect on the obvious impossibility of his 
having been influenced by the extraordinary fears and apprehensions which are 
detailed in his recent letters at the time when he voluntarily and cheerfully 
entered into the foregoing engagements with me, since the fulfilment of any of 
those engagements, or the observance of any one of the fundamental principles 
of reform, seems totally incompatible with the existence of the apprehensions 
now entertained ; while, on the other hand, a dereliction of any of the fore- 
going engagements, on my part, and a removal of his Excellency’s doubts 
and apprehensions, all of which are, in my mind, imaginary and ground- 
less, must appear to be equally impracticable. Tor example, if his Exceflency 
assert that the deputation of Ameens will occasion loss of revenue, and as no 
loss of revenue, either present or future, must be incurred, that the Ameens 


cannot be deputed ; and [ answer to this objection, that a trifling present loss, 


even adinitted, as the ordinary consequence of a reform, if tending to great and 
inanifest future advantage, is in reality no loss whatever, and his Excellency 
persist in indulging a groundless apprehension, or maintaining an unestablished 
assertion, what argument can in such a case be applied ? Again, if his Excellency 
assert that the system of assessment proposed to him has been tried in the 
Ceded Provinces for a period of ten years and has failed; nay, that the Cedec 
Provinces are now in disorder, and consequently that a similar system must 
create disorder in his dominions, and I answer to this objection, that the system 
in question has been entirely successful, that the Ceded Provinces are in perfect 
order, that agreeably to treaty we are entitled to require the adoption of similar 
measures in Oude, and that the success of those measures is easy and certain, if 
his Excelleney will but concur in them; and his Excellency’s reply to those 
arguments, that his fears are by no means removed; what further remedy can 
be offered for apprehensions so totally groundless ? Yet such is the manifest 
nature of every doubt which his Excellency has urged. And those doubts and 
apprehensions being inconsistent with his Excellency’s engagements, the altera- 
tions further which he has thought proper to make in the drafts that | submitted 
to him, being destructive of the objects of those drafts, 1 cannot possibly con- 
sider the deputation of Ameens, under such circumstances, and with such madi- 
fications of the drafts, as a fulfilment of his Excellency’s engagements; more 
particularly under the influence of the assertion which his Excellency has been 
pleased to add, that in so deputing the Ameens he is acting by my advice, on 
the nature of which assertion I beg his Excellency to reflect. 


4th. If the Ameens are not to be deputed in the manner, and with the procla- 
mation, instructions, &c., suggested by me, what then is to be done, and how 
are his Excellency’s engagements to be fulfilled ? Under this head, a proposal 
mutually suggested for the purpose of obviating the apprehension of disorder, 
and loss of revenue, by the appointment of Ameens, namely, that, a large portion 
of the country being already amanee, the persons now in office be employed to 
collect the necessary papers under instructions agreeable to my draft. That in 
the districts now farmed, and of which the leases expire with the present year, 
such as the districts lately under Khanazad Khan, and Baraitch (the farmer being 
dead), &c., the measure of deputing Ameens, agreeably to my plan, be adopted, 
or some other equally effectual means of investigation be pursued, under his 
Excellency’s exclusive authority, without advice or responsibility on my part; 
and with regard to Khyrabad and Mohumdie, the lease of which has sone time 
to run, and cannot therefore be broken without the consent of the farmer, 
that his Excellency shall satisfy the farmer, for the sake of uniformity im hrs 
administration, and institute the necessary investigation in the manner above 


proposed. 
5th. His Excellency finally reminded of the obvious propriety of answering 
the Governor-General’s letter without delay. | 


A true copy: 
(Signed) J. Barxcre, 
Resident. 


His 
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His: E-rcellency the Visier’s Answers to the Heads of Conference andmitted by 
the Resident. (Received the 29th Afay 1811.) 


The first, second, and third fundamental principles, as stated in the beads of 
couference, coinciding with the articles of agreement which I transmitted to 
you on the 4th April last, I agree to. The fourth principle, respecting the 
guarantee of the engagements with the landholders and cultivators is also agreed 
to, to this effect, that the observance of the engagements in question will be 
under the guarantee of the Presence; and in the case of any breach of those 
engagements, redress shall be afforded to the Ryots under my authority. 


The division and subdivision of the country, also the deputation of Ameens, 
the triennial settlement, and the introduction of the new system in the terms 
of the articles of agreement under date 4th of April, are all agreeable to the 
Presence; but as there is a small difference between what you have now submnit- 
ted and the terms of my engagements abovementioned, I can only abide by 
those terms; and in the introduction of the new system, the removal of my 
doubts and fears is necessary according to promise. ‘The insertion of those sen- 
tences, which I rejected from your drafts, cannot be admitted, because it will 
be productive of injurious effects. 


With regard to the proposal for committing the investigation and collection of 
papers in the several districts, which are amaunee, to the officers already in charge, 
the adoption of this measure will certainly obviate many of my fears; but even 
then, a few of the doubts which are stated in the document before transmitted 
will still remain: and with regard to the investigation and collection of papers 
in the mehauls that are now farmed, by deputing Ameens as you suggest, 
if Ameens be deputed to those mehauls, the same fears and apprehensions will 
arise. 


With regard again to Khyrabad and Mohumdtse, there are thrce years and 
four months of the lease to expire; but I shall issue orders on the subject to 
lfukeem Mehdi Alee Khao, and forward his answer for your information. 


In short, I still abide by all that I have written to you on this subject, and an 
answer to the Gaversuyeneals letter shall be prepared, when all these matters 
shall be settled. 

A true translatton : 


(Signed) J. BAILLLE, 
Resident. 


To lis Excellency the Vizicr, 6th Jemadec-ool-awul 12296, 30th May 1811. 


Ihave had the honour of receiving your Excellency’s written answer to the 
personal communication which [ inade to you on the first of the month of Jema- 
dee-ool-awul (25th May), an abstract of which was subsequently submitted to 
you in writing, as a reply to your Excellency's letter of the 29d of Rubbee-oos- 
éanee (16th May) and to the document which was enclosed in that letter 


Your Excellency having been pleased to remark that the abstract in question 
differs in a small degree from the contents of the articles of agreement under 
date 9th of Rubbee-ool-awul (4th April) I beg that your Excellency will specify 
the difference to which you allude, that I may explain it without any delay. 


Your Excellency having further observed, that you cannot consent to the in- 
sertion of those words in the drafts, because they involve injurious consequences, 
and there being nothing further from my intention, and that of the British Go- 
vernment, than to insist on any measure productive of injurious eflects, I request 
that your Excelfency will detail to me the injurious consequences in your con- 
templation from the insertion of those words in the drafts. 


Again, your Excellency having stated that, though the adoption of the new 
Measures proposed with a reference to the amaunce Aumils would certainly remove 
® number of your doubts, yet that certain others described in the original 

Cument would still remain in your mind; as, previously to the — 
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alluded to,.no mention whatever was made of the plan of issuing orders to the 
amaunee Aumils and renters whose leases are about to expire, that should have 
created doubts in your Excellency’s mind regarding the effects of this measure, 
I beg that your Excellency will now be pleased to explain to me, in detail, the 
few remaining doubts to which you have here alluded. 


With respect to what your Excellency says regarding Hukeem Mehdi Alec 
Khan, of whose lease a period of three years and four months is stated to remain, 
&c. &c., as your Excellency designs to address the Right Honourable the Gover- 
nor-General in Council after the whole of the discussion shall have been con- 
cluded, I hope that you will lose no time in settling this matter also with the 
Hukeem, and apprizing me of the result, that I may communicate to your 
Excellency what to my judgment may scem proper, after a deliberate review of 
the whole of the circumstances under discussion. | 


A truc copy: 


(Signed) J. BAtiite, 
Resident. 


To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government. 
Sir: 

In pursuance of the intention which was stated to you in the concluding 
paragraph of my despatch of the 12th instant, and having reason to believe that 
his Excellency the Vizier, misled by the pernicious and intcrested counsels of 
his present sole adviser, Hukcem Mehdi, to whose advice he has secmingly 
abandoncd himse!f during the last two months, had determined on evading a reply 
to my letter of the 30th ultimo, and was preparing an answer to the Governor- 
Gencral’s letter in terms which I could not but disapprove, I considered it to be 
my duty to address a letter to his Excellency, in strong but respectful language, 
pointing out to him the extraordinary delay which had taken place in the fulfil- 
ment of his engagements, and requiring his immediate adoption of the principal 
measures of reform. 


2. A copy of the letter which I addressed to his Excellency on this occa- 
sion is transmitted for the information of the Government ; and the Honour- 
able the Vice-President in Council, in perusing this document, will observe 
that with the view of rendering the immediate adoption of the important mea- 
sures in contemplation more agreeable to his Excellency the Vizier, I thought 
it proper to make two concessions to his Excellency, in the hope that, by thosc 
concessions, every possible objection might be removed, and his cordial concur- 
rence ensured in all the subsequent arrangements. 


3. Those concessions are, first, the point of deputing new Ameens to’ the 
districts ; in lieu of which I have agreed to his Excellency’s recent proposal for 
committing the investigation of the state of the districts, and the collection of 
revenue papers, to the Aumils now in authority, under the new character 
of Ameens, and with the benefit of the proclamations and instructions; 
and, secondly, my acquiescence in the alteration proposed by his Excel- 
lency the Vizier in my original draft of the proclamation, namely, in bis 
omission of the words “ with the advice and concurrence of the British Go- 
““ vernment.” 


4. I have been influenced in the first of those concessions by a consideration of 
the sentiments of the Government, conveyed in your despatch of the 3d of 
May last, with regard to the original question of my participation in the choice 
of Ameens, and by the obvious reflection, arising out of those sentiments, that 
if the British Government were not entitled to a voice in the appointment of 
officers to execute the measures of reform, it was of little consequence ta us 
whether the duties of the Ameens should be performed by the officers already 
in charge, or by new officers of the Vizier’s independent selection ; while, on 
the other hand, the satisfaction of his Excellency’s mind was a manifest advantage 
to be gained by this voluntary concession on my part: and as the proceedings 
of the investigation proposed, whether conducted by new Amecns or by the 
present incumbents, would still be submitted to my inspection, and subject to 


my 
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my ultimate approval, the real extent of the concession was a matter of small 
consideration, in comparison with the advantage to be gaiued. 


5. To the second concession I was urged partly by a doubt excited in- my 
‘own mind, of our positive right to demand the insertion of the words in question 
ina public proclamation to be issued under the Vizier’s seal to his subjects, 
partly by the nature, however frivolous, of his Excellency’s objections 
to their insertion, and partly. by. reflecting that the general objects and 
result of the discussions between his Excellency and me would soon be uni- 
versally known throughout Oude, and would of themselves produce the con- 
viction, which it was my particular wish to inspire, that, the measures of reform 
in this country being dictated by British counsels, the future details of those 
measures, and the engagements to be executed under them, would be influenced 
by the same counsels, and entitled in a certain respect to the Honourable Com- 
pany’s guarantee, or that, at all events, a general knowledge among the people 
of the source from which the new system of administration had sprung, would 
operate as a caution to the public officers of this Government, and to the prin- 
cipal classes of its subjects, against a future departure from their cngagements, 
or a breach of their duties to the State. 


6. My letter to his Excellency the Vizier, as conveying those concessions se 
apparently conducive to his satisfaction, might have naturally been expected to 
produce a cordial concurrence, on his part, in the adoption of the modificd 
arrangements, and a sincere disposition to facilitate, by all the means in his 
power, the progress of the measures of reform. 


7. With equal mortification and concern I report, for the information of the 
Crovernment, that they have hitherto apparently produced a directly oppesite 
effect. His Excellency’s answer to my letter received on the 16th instant, (a 
translation of which is enclosed,) is in my judgment a production characteristic 
truly of his Excellency’s mind and disposition in every other respect, save that 
it wants the usual gloss of artfulness to cover his habitual evasion, and conveys, 
what I do not yet suppose him to entertain, a fixed and determined resolution 
of departing from his solemn engagements. 


8. It were a useless occupation of'time to canvas the various absurdities, 


inconsistencies, and unsupported assertions, with which this short letter abounds. 


The plea on which his Excellency has attempted to evade a satisfactory reply 
to my letter of the 30th ultimo, by referring me to his statement of his doubts, 
having obvious and exclusive reference to a former stage of the discussion, and 
to circumstances totally different from those under which my letter was written, 
is a sufficient specimen of the whole force of his argument for suspending the 
fulfilment of his engagements; and the advantage which he has attempted to 
take of a short letter from me, conveying a remonstrance against the partial and 
nugatory commencement of the general measures of reform, is alike deseriptive 
of his character and of his reasoning in the present negociation. 


9. I lost no time in preparing and-transmitting a reply to the extraordinary 
production in question ; and by the termsof my reply to his Excellency, (a copy 
of which is enclosed,). I have, to the best of my ability and judgment, refuted 
every argument which he has used, and removed every reasonable objection to 
the immediate fulfilment of his engagements. 


10. The effect of this last letter remains yet to be seen. I cannot relinquish 
the hope of his Excellency’s being ultimately induced: to evince a cordial con- 
currence in the just views of the Government, for his own eminent advantage, 
as well as the comfort and happiness of his people ; and Lam further encouraged 
to’ Indulge this expectation. by reflecting, that the expiration of the current 
fusly year will shortly of itself supersede: the existing revenue arrangements, 
and that, as his Excellency can scarcely entertain the design of renewtng thie 
leases of the farmers, in direct opposition to the advice of the British Govern- 
Ment, as conveyed by the Governor-General’s letter, nor can he propose to 
himself at any future period the support of the British troops to the exercise of 


the present systein of his.adimiuistration, he must sven see the necessity of 
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adopting the measures of reform, or of sacrificing wantonly a large portion of 
his revenue. 

11. I have this day announced to his Excellency my intention of waiting on 
him at breakfast on the morning of the 2¢d instant ; and I shal) take that oppor- 
tunity of soliciting his serious attention tothe circumstances above stated, which. 
may hitherto have escaped his observation. 


I have, &e. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
20th June 1811. Resident. 





To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written 20th Jemadee-ool-awul 1226, or 
13th June 1811). 


Two months and eleven days have elapsed since I had the honour of receiving: 
from your Excellency the articles of agreement contained in your letter tomy 
address, under date the 9th of Rubbee-ool-awul (4th of April), 


In the paper containing those articles, your Excellency, after mature deli- 
beration and discussion, declared your unqualified assent to four fundamental 
measures which I had suggested for your adoption, and which are detailed in 
the document in question, as well as in the abstract of our conference on the Ist 
of Jemadee-ool-awul (25th of May). 


When, after the lapse of nearly twenty days, your Excellency was pleased to 
convey to me some doubts which seemed subsequently to have arisen in your 
mind, with a reference to the adoption of those measures, although it was by no 
means incumbent on me to enter on the discussion of your doubts regarding 
measures which you had absolutely agrecd to, yet, from motives of respect for 
your Excellency, I have been induced, both in writing and conversation, to 
exhaust every possible argument which the nature of the subject afforded, for 
the removal of the apprehensions which you described. 


Under these circumstances, I Icave it to your Excellency to determine, whe- 
ther or not the delay which has hitherto taken place in the fulfilment of your 
Excellency’s engagements, can be ascribed to any other cause than a spirit of 
procrastination on your own part, and whether or not the further period of 
fifteen days which has elapsed without my receiving a reply to my letter of the 
6th instant (30th of May) may be considered as an additional proof of your 
Excellency’s disposition to defer the fulfilment of your engagements. Reluc- 
tantly compelled, as lam, to view those delays in this light, it is now my 
duty to request that, in pursuance of the first article of agreement, a sketch of 
the division and subdivision of your dominions, which may be prepared in the 
course of a day, be immediately transmitted for my information, or that Dia- 
krishen be directed to attend me with the necessary documents for this purpose, 
as proposed by your Excellency at our conference. ‘That, further, your Excel- 
lency will be pleased, with the least practicable delay, to adopt the necessary 
measures for the collection of the revenuc papers and investigation of the state 
of the districts, by .deputing Ameens, as I proposed, or issuing your instructions 
to the Aumils; that so, at the appointed time, the triennial settlement may be 
concluded, and this important measure, as agreed on, may be followed in 
due time by the ‘establishment of courts of justice and policé in every Zillah 
of your domigions. 


With regard ta the appointment and deputation of Ameens, or the employ- 
ment of the present incumbents, and whether the proclamations, the sunnuds 
for the Ameens, ‘and the perwannahs addressed to collectors.and farmers, shall 
be issued in the terms of the drafts submitted by me, or in those suggested by 
your Excellency, being ever desirous of consulting your Excellency’s pleasure 
to the utmost practicable extent, although the adoption of my original propo- 
sals seems still to be highly expedient, if not essential to the objects in view, 
am prepared to acquiesce in your modified proposal and amendment of the 
drafts, if, on further mature consideration, your Exceleney shall deem those 
alterations indispensable to the removal of your doubts, and to aig con- 
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fidence in your mind, witha reference to the contemplated arrangements, the 
immediate or early adoption of which is, in my mind, so important an object. 


To conclude, as more than two months have already unprofitably elapsed, 
and as, after the conclusion of solemn and positive engagements between two 
States, if can never justly be required by either of the contracting parties to 
listen to, or obviate, the doubts of the other, with areference to the fulfilment 
of those engagements ; as, for example, if, with a reference to the fulfilment of 
the sixth article of the Treaty of Cession in 1801, or to the concluding article 
of the agreement with Marquess Wellesley, your Excellency should now be 
pleased to entertain, or describe, any scruples or apprehensions of loss, the British 
Government could be under no obligation to remove them; and as, in like 
manner, your Excellency’s doubts, with a reference to the plan of reform pro- 
posed by the British Government, after the declaration of your assent to that 
plan in the authenticated document of the 9th of Rubbec-ool-awul (4th of 
April) are no longer entitled to consideration as an excuse for your rejection of 
that plan, I must therefore repeat my expectation, that your Excellency will no 
longer delay to give effect to those salutary arrangements, so eminently calcu- 
lated to promote the true interests of your Government, and no less beneficial 
to yourself than indispensable with a reference to your engagements. 


A true copy : 


(Signed) J. Bamure, 
Resident. 





From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received 16th June 1811, 23d Jemadee-ool- 
awul 1226.) 


I have received your letter, dated the 13th instant (20th of Jemadee-ool- 
awul.) 


You have stated that two months and fifteen days have elapsed, &c. (reca- 
pitulate the remark. ) 


As, in the case of the deputation of Ameens, I continue to apprehend the sub- 
version of my authority, the retirement and disaffection of my subjects, and 
general disorder in the country, as well as suspension of the collections, total 
loss of balances, and other injurious effects, from the ignorance of the Ameens, 
and the want of a measurement of the lands, therefore the fulfilment of what 
was written in the document under date the 9th of Rubbee ool awul (4th of 
April) has been suspended till the removal of my apprehensions, which has not 
yet taken place, and a promise for that purpose is between us: Further, as 
whatever I had to write on this subject has been written several times, if I 
answered your letter of the 6th of Jemadee-ool-awul (30th of May,) it would 
only be to repeat my former writings. 


With a reference to your request of a'sketch of the division and subdivision of 
the country, and of the immediate adoption of measures for the collection of 
revenue papers; as my apprehensions regarding the deputation of Ameens have 
not yet been removed, the other measures which you propose must also be sus- 
pended till this take place. 


\ 


In answer to your argument of the inadmissibility of my doubts, and their 
not being entitled to a hearing after a conclusion of the agreement, &c. (reca- 
pitulate the remark). ‘The case is this: That, as,.after pectiving the said 
articles of agreement, and subsequently the statement of .my:doubts, you wrote 
to me, in your own hand, that the dispatch of the Ameetis shauld be delayed till 
the removal of my apprehensions, and afterwards told me, at ac onference, that 
as many of those apprehensions as could be removed by yourself should be obvi- 
ated immediately, and that the Governor-General would obviate the remainder ; 
after which, at our conference of Tuesday, you informed me that the statement 
of my doubts had been forwarded to the Presidency, and that you had your- 
self prepared an answer to them in writing; it follows that the dispatch of 
Ameens having been suspended, at your own request, till the removal = - 
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doubts, all the other measures and arrangements which you propose must Le. 
suspended till the dispatch. of the Ameens. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Barrie, 
Resident, 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written 18th June 1811.) 


The surprise and concern with which I have perused your Excellency’s letter 
of the 16th instant are not to be described. 


The result of our conference of the 25th ultimo, at which it was proposed te 
commit the investigation of the state of the country, and collection of revenue 
papers, to the officers now in employment, had impressed me with the natural 

elief, that the greatest number, if not the whole, of your Excellency’s appre- 
hensions had been happily removed, and your answer to the heads of that con- 
ference, transmited by your own desire, contains an express acknowledgment 
tothis purpose. My subsequent request of a detail of the particular apprehen- 
sions which remained has not yet been honoured with a reply; and your Ex- 
cellency’s extraordinary delay to convey, or rather your apparent resolution to 
evade, a reply to that letter, combined with the repetition, now before me, of 
every doubt which you originally described, and some new additional appre- 
hensions, can in my mind be ascribed to no other purpose or view, than that of 
a departure from your engagements with me, ied an evasion of the obligation 
imposed on you by the sixth article of the Treaty of Cession. 


I shall now, for the last time, adhering, however, to my argument of the inad- 
missible nature of your Excellency’s doubts, and disavowing most solemnly and 
sincerely my having ever promised to remove them (for the correctness of which 


.disavowal I. refer to. my letters in your posscssion), submit for your Excelleney’s 


consideration the following simple statement, which seems to me to be amply 
sufficient for the removal of every apprehension that can possibly actuate your 
‘mind, with a reference to the measures in contemplation. It is this:— 


In the year of our Era 1801, or 1216 Hijree, a portion of your Excellency’s 
territory, yielding a revenue of a crore and thirty-five lacs of rupees, was ceded to 
the Honourable Company, and immediately after the cession, the measures which 
are now recommended to your Excellency were adopted in that portion. The 
country was divided and subdlivided into Zillahs and pergunnahs, or mehauls ; 


_Ameens were deputed to investigate the condition and assets of those mehauls ; 


a settlement for a term of years was concluded ; courts of justice and a police 
were established ; without the occurrence of any one of the evils which your 
Excelleney is pleased to apprebend. No subversion of public authority, no 
retirement nor disaffection of the people, no general, nor cven partial, disorder 
in the country, no material injurious effects from the ignorance of Ameens, nor 
from the want of immediate measurement of the lands; and, on the contrary,. 
the landholders and peasantry of that portion of your Excellency’s former 
dominions were.raised at once to a condition of comfort and confidence which 
they had never before experienced, and which has since been gradually increasing, 
Your Excellency’s present dominions form the reserved portion of that territory 
which‘was ceded, more compact in its local situation, and more susceptible of 
efficient Government under the same system than even the portion which was 
ceded to the Company. And.where, then, are the grounds of your Excellency’s 
fears, so hostile to'every principle of reason, and to the unetring test of expe: 
rience in circunistances exactly the same? In short, though as before observed, the 
tenor of the. sixth: atticle of the Treaty of Cession, of the subsequent engagement 
with Lord Wellesley, and. of the ultimate agreement with mc, would have fully 
justified my refusal to listen to one of your Excellency’s doubts, (since no obligas 
tion to remove them can.be quoted from any of those documents, ) I have listened 
with patience and respect, I have laboured with much assiduity, and, i 
reason and experience be our guides, I must maintain that I have Jaboured with 
success, to remove your Excellency’s apprehensions; consequently, 1 am. now at 
liberty to declare, that your delay in giving. complete effect to the salutary 
arrangeinents proposedto you is as unworthy. of your enlightened mind, —— 

. adoption. 
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adoption of those‘ arrangements is indispensable, with a reference to existing 
engagements. 


The refusal which your Excellency has now, for the first time, expressed of 
transmitting a plan of the division and sub-division of your country, and of 
adopting any measures for the investigation of the state of the country, and the 
collection of revenue papers, is stil more extraordinary, if possible, than the 
remark with which your letter has commenced. 


What possible connexion, I will ask, has the measure of deputing Ameens 
with, the division and sub-division of the country which may be arranged from 
your Excellency’s records, without any fear or apprehension, in the course of a 
single day; and even admitting your groundless fears to remain, those fears 
had a reference exclusively to the deputation of mew Ameens, not surely, 
your Excellency will admit, to the employment of the present incumbents: a 
nrodified proposition of your own, and to which I afforded a qualified assent, 
with a view to your Excellency’s satisfaction, requiring shortly after a detail of 
the objections which might still be proposed by your Excellency, in the case of 
my consent to this arrangement. | 


That no reat objection remained, and that your Excellency was unable to 
devise any, is obvious from your delay to detail them, and your ultimate 
evasion of a reply to my letter, in which that detail was requested. 


Your Excellency has been pleased to take advantage, in an equally extraor- 
dinary manner, of the note which I had the honour of addressing to you, in my 
own hand-writing, with the sole and obvious view of preventing the partial 
deputation of Ameens to a few districts already amaunee. 


Can your Excellency have ceased to recollect the two modes of introducing 
the plan of reform which were originally the subject of our discussion? One, 
its general and universal introduction, at the same time, into every district of 
your dominions, under the details suggested by me, with the benefit of the pro- 
clamation and instructions, of which I furnished you with crafts. ‘The other, a 
partial and experimental introduction of it into one district at a time, as explained 
by your Excellency in writing, for the first time, in your statement of doubts 
under date the 26th of Rubbee-ool-awul (21st of April), in the following words: 
“ I suggest the introduction of the new system first into one Elaka, which may 
““ be considered in the greatest disorder; and if this be settled according to my 
“ wish, let it then be introduced into another.” 


Of those two modes of introducing the system of reform, the first was 
my original and uniform choice. To the second | always objected in strong and 
decided terms, for various reasons, which it is now unnecessary to mention ; and, 
consequently, on my hearing a report of your Excellency’s intention to depute 
one or two Ameens to the districts of Soultanpore and Pertanbghur, already 
amaunee, without even giving them the proclamation or instructions suggested by 
me, I observed the necessary precaution of writing to dissuade you from this 
measure; but that the general deputation of Ameens to all the districts ef your 
dominions at one time, in the manner, and with the benefit of the documents,. 
which I had proposed for your adoption, should have been suspended by my 
desire, on any ground, or under any circumstances whatever, 1s, indeed, a most 
extraordinary assertion. It is, in other words, that I should have prevented the 
adoption of a measure, which was uniformly, and is now, the first object of my 
anxiety and desire, as being eminently advantageous to your Excellency, and 
unattended by any solid ground of apprehension, whatever your Excellency 
nay think of if. | 


That I mentioned to your’ Exeellency at our conference my intention of 
removing your doubts, as far as possible, and: of referring them for the conside- 
ration of the Government, is totally out of my recollection, though, as your 
Excellency -has stated. the fact, I have too much respect for you to dispute it: 
and, indeed, to this..emtent it is certain, that every one of your Reeilenevs 
letters and writings has been regularly on to the Presidency.. But as, 
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at our conference of the Ist of Jemadee-ool-awul (25th. May), an abstract of 
which is in the Presence, a modified proposal had been made, superseding the 
deputation of Ameens, and obviating, as ] imagined, every doubt in your Excel. 
lency’s mind, nay, acknowledged to have obviated most of: them, and your 
acknowledgment to that effect being on record, the necessity for a reference 
to Government, or of awaiting tle result of any reference hitherto made, is in 
my mind totally removed ; and the division and subdivision of the country, the 
investigation of the state of the mehauls, and the collection of revenue papers, 
with all the subsequent measures to which your Excellency has solemnly pledged 
yourself, cannot, on any just principle, be suspended, or dependent on the depu- 
tation of new Ameens, to which your original apprehensions had alone and 
exclusively a reference. 3 
A true copy: 
(Signed) J. BAILutre, 
Resident... 





The Board observe, that the tenor of the foregoing despatches from the Resi- 
dent at Lucknow appears amply to confirm the epinion stated in the instructions. 
issued to the Resident, under date the 21st ultimo, and to demonstrate that the 
Vizier’s acquiescence in the plan of reform, as proposed to him by the Resident,. 
would not, in the actual disposition of his Excellency’s mind, secure the effect 
of it; and that it therefore seems advisable to direct the Resident to cease all 
further urgency, on the ground of the impracticability of adopting the requisite 
aantingyt arrangements before the expiration of the fusly year. Previously, 

owever, to the preparation of these instructions, his Excellency the Vice-Presi- 
dent in Council deems it proper to await the receipt of the Resident’s report of: 
his further proceedings, that may be expected to comprehend the close of. his. 


negotiation. 
Ordered accordingly, That the preceding despatches. from the Resident at: 
Lucknow do lie for consideration. 





To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to. the Government. 
Sir : 

I have the honour. of transmitting to you, for the information of the Honour-. 
able the Vice-President in Council, the enclosed copies of letters which I have 
recently received from Major Drummond, commanding a detachment in Akber- 
pore, and Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser, commanding the — at Sooltanpore, 
together with a copy of a letter which I have this day addressed to Colonel 
Fraser. 

I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baruure, 
18th June 1811. Resident. 


rE 


To Captain J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow.. 
Sir: 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 
6th instant.. | 

Agreeably to the instructions therein contained, I have directed the artillery 
and cavalry to march to-morrow morning for their respective lines, and intend. 
to follow them the day after. 2 if eo 

Deeming the surrender of Chandapore advisable during the time the detache- 
ment remained in the field and in force, I summoned, and, am: happy to 88y,. 
have added it to the lists of the forts surrendered. 


_ Allow me to express a hope, that the services of the detachment, during the: 
limited period it has been employed, have been such as to merit the approbation 
of his Excellency the Vizier and yourself. On my part, I can with safety aver, 
that I have every reason to be pleased with all the officers composing the 
detachment. : | 

The 
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The different fortresses and ghurries have been delivered over to liis Excel-. Bengal Political’ 
Jency’s Aumil; and as nothing remains to be achieved, agreeably with your Conealiatiety, 
orders I shall returoa with the troops to their cantonments. y evnne 


Ihave, &c. | 


Camp, near Allyghur, (Signed). F. Daummonn, 
11th June 1811.. Major, commanding. the 
Detachment. 





To Captain J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. _ Letter from: 
Sir: Lieutenant-Colonel 
I. I have the honour to acquaint you, that the division of my battalion ca 

recently and independently employed in the districts of Akberpore and Tanda, 

under the command of Major Drummond, joined me yesterday at this post, 

with the exception of one officer (Lieutenant Hawthorne) and ninety men,. 

directed to remain there for the purpose of demolishing the Fort of Chandapore, 

and some others of less importance already in his possession. 


2, This officer is instructed to inform me if he should find it requisite to-have: 
his detachment reinforced, in which. case I shall.adopt the necessary. measures. 
for accomplishing it. 


3. From the report made to me by Major Drummond, and the means stated 
to be furnished Lieutenant Hawthorne for executing the duties in which he is at 
present employed, it is-probable that the destruction.of Chandapore, &c. will 
take near one month ; after which period, I make no hesitation in stating to you 
as my public and professional opinion, that the services, or even the exertions of 
British troops in these districts can be of little or no avail, as the period of the 
year and low situation.of the country are such as must prove insurmountable 
obstacles to military operations, and be the means of materially injuring the. 
men’s arms, ammunition, and discipline. 


I have, &c. 
Sooltanpore, (Signed) R. Fraser, 


16th June 1811.. Lieutenant-Colonel,. 
commanding at Svoltanpore.. 





To Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser, commanding the Troops at Sooltanpore. Letter: 
Sir : from Resident at: 


Lucknow. 
1. Thave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the ae 

16th instant, reporting Major Drummond’s return with the detachment under 

his command to the head-quarters of his battalion. 


2. The speedy and successful execution of’ the ‘service on which Major: 
Drummond was employed, and the surrender and demolition of the fortresses. 
in the districts of Akberpore and Tanda, are, in my opinion, highly creditable 
to Major Drummond’s professional judgment and zeal, as well.as to the con- 
duct of the officers and men of his detachment ;. and I request the favour of 
your conveying these my sentiments to Major Drummond, in answer to. that. 
officer’s despatch under date the 11th instant.. 


§.. 1 entirely approve the instructions which you-have issued to Lieutenant: 
Hawthorne,. and you will consider. yourself as authorized to recall that: 
efficer with his detachment to the head-quarters of his corps, whenever you have: 
reason to believe that his continuance in Akberpore is unnecessary.. 


Ihave, &c. 


 Lacknow, (Signed) J. Baruuie,. 
LSth Jane 1811.. | Resident. 
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To Major J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 


Sir: 7 | 
I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 18th ultimo, 
transmitting copies of letters which you bad received from Major Drummond and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser, commanding the troops at Sooltanpore, reporting the 
return to cantonments of the detachment employed under the command of the 
former, after the accomplishment of the objects for which it had been formed, 
together with copy of your reply to the latter communication, and to signify to 
you the entire concurrence of his Excellency the Vice-President in Council in 
the opinion which you have expressed, regarding the zeal and judgment with 
which that service has been performed. 


You will accordingly be pleased to make known to Major Drummond the 
sense which his Excellency the Vice-President in Council entertains of the 
merits of his conduct, in the speedy and successful execution of the duties thus 
committed to his charge. 


I have, &c. 
Fort- William, (Signed) N. B. EpMonstone,, 
Sth July 1811. Chief Secretary to Government.. 


EXTRACT 
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EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, Bengal Political 


Consultations,- 


The 12th July 1811. «12 July 1611. 


To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government. ___ Letter 
Sir - foe 
1. The primary objects of my visit to his Excellency the Vizier on the morn- 

ing of the 22d instant, which was announced in my despatch of the 20th, were: 

the adjustment of some disputed points between his Excellency.and the two. 

Begums, the restitution of a considerable portion of the revenue of ‘Tujummool. 

Hoosein Khan's jagier collected by his Excellency’s officers during the period of 

the resumption of the jagier, the payment of a portion of Casim Alee Khan's. 

stipend unjustly withheld, and the settlement of a few subordinate questions, in 

all which the unhappy disposition of the Vizier, and his vindictive spirit of 

resentment against the dependants of the British Government, have induced’ 

him to impose upon me the disagreeable but indispensable duty of remonstra-’ 

ting against his injustice and oppression, and, in some cases, his real inhumanity 

towards the most respectable of the connections of his family. | 


2. After a partial degree of success in the discussion of those subordinate. 
points, and a conversation of some length regarding the provisions of a supple-, 
mental treaty for the decision of questions of disputed boundary between the 
two States, to which his Excellency has recently started some frivolous objec-. 
tions, I put on the appearance of taking leave, without making any reference 
to the important question of reform, in the hope of his Excellency’s being 
induced, by a recollection of the contents of my letters, which were still un- 
answered in his hands, to commence the discussion himself and to make some 
proposition for its adjustment. ; 


8. Disappointed in. this hope, I remarked to his Excellency that though the 
primary objects of my visit were an inquiry regarding his health, and an adjust- 
meut of the subordinate questions which we had just ceased to converse on, I. 
could not, consistently with the duties of friendship for his Excellency, neglect 
any opportunity that occurred of endeavouring to convince him of the wisdom, 
justice, and necessity of the several measures of reform recommended to him 
by our Government, for his own eminent advantage, and of the striking impro- 
priety of his delay to carry those «measures into effect, after his faith had been 
pledged for their adoption. 


4. I lamented, in the most impressive termis which I could use, that his Excel- 
Jency should have, even for a time, allowed himself to be so misled by the per- 
nicious and interested counsels of a few designing individuals, as to evince a 
serious intention of departing from his positive engagements, and to place among: 
the records of the British Government and his own, a series of written incon- 
sistencies and evasiuns, so unworthy of his high character for great talents and 
wisdom, and so injurious to his reputation for good faith, and for sincerity im. 
his protessions of friendship to the Honourable Company’s Government. ae 3 


5. Considering the discussion with his Excellency on my own part, in as far ag 
just argument, sound reasoning, and conciliatory language extended, tobe now |, 
entirely atan end, I discharged an ultimate duty of friendship to his Excellency, _ 
In submitting for his serious consideration that the present fusly year was 
drawing very near to its close, that his present arrangements for the realization of, 
his revenue would, of necessity, cease with this year, and that some new arrange-") 
ment must be adopted, with a view to the future security of the revenue; that. “* 
a renewal of any of the leases which were now about to expire, or the consigns:". °° « 
ment of any portion of his dominions to the future management of farmers, in *. 0. 
direct opposition to the advice of the British Government, and to the express | 
ferms of the bight Honourable the Governor-General’s letter, could not be, I 
trusted, in‘his contemplation ; that the future assistance or support of a singlé 
soldier of the Bhitish army to the present baneful system of assessment and col- 
lection, or to any of its instruments in the persons of his Excellency’s.Aumils, was 
totally out of the question; and that, under all those circumstances, i. behoved 
his Excellency to consider under what so beneficial an arrangement as the plan | 
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suggested by our Government the resources of his country could be realized, and 
the internal tranquillity of his. dominions secured: against the probable insurrec- 
tion of the landholders, the effect of their oppression and despair. 


6. The Vizier seemed sensibly affected by the ‘influence of the foregoing 
remarks, which he desired tie to léave with him in, writing, and. promise, in a 
conciliatory manner, to make a personal communication on the subject of them 
in the course of »: few days. ‘I declinsd committing to. lis Excellency the.rough 
abstract of the remarks witici: I beld. in my bande. at the time, and excused: 
thyself from copying it m the palace, on the ground of my having already 
detained him teo long; but I added, that the remacks were of too serious a 
nature to be quickly forgetter by his: Excellency, and: that, if necessary, 1 should 
submit therm to him in writing on some future occasion. ie 


7. Oa the morning of the 24th instant, his Excellency retired toa Becbeepore, 
at the distanes of five miles from the city, without apprizing me of his inten- 
tion, or referring in any respect to his promise of a verbal communication, 
which, on the contrary, he has manifestly evaded by this sudden retreat to Bee- 
béepore: and I had, in consequence, prepared a letter for his Excellency, 
recalling to his recollection the substance of my two former letters, dated the 
30th ultimo and 18th instant, and recapitulating, for his serious consideration, 
the remarks which were submitted to him at our conference; when, on the 
évening of the 26th instant, to my unspeakable surprise and concern, I received 
the extrordinary letter, a translation. of which is enclosed. , 


8. The contents of this letter from his Excellency having no tendency to 
supersede, or to suggest alteration in the substance of my letter already pre- 
pared, I transmitted it on the foHowing morning with a second short letter, 
acknowledging the receipt of his Excellency’s, and promising an answer to such 
parts of it as seemed worthy of reply, when a prospect might hereafter present 
itself of my ‘comtnunications on this subject being received with that attention 
which they deserved. Copies of both the letters alluded to are transmitted by 
this despatch. 


9. On a retrospect of the whole of the proceedings in this arduous and im- 
portant negotiation, His Excellency the Vice-President in Council will, I doubt 
not, de me the justice to believe, that every possible exertion of my judgment - 
and zeal has been applied, in the first instance, to prevail on his Excellency the 
Vizier to acquiesce in the salutary arrangements proposed to him by the Right 
Hanourable the Governor-General in Council; that, further, no argument 
which the. instructions of the Government suggested, or the nature of the case 
and subsequent occurrences required, has been omitted on my part, with the 
view and for the purpose of inducing }is Excellency to banish his imaginary fears, 
and to adhere to his original engagements; and that his Excellency’s ultimate 
denial of those engagements, in direct opposition to the terms of a written 
document authenticated by a letter under his seal, when every argument, and 
even plausible pretext for further deley had been repelled, is a circumstance 
which I could never have foreseen, and which no exertion of my judgment could, 
at any time, have enabled me to guard against. 


1. I am still encouraged to hope for some favourable change in the mind of 
his Excellency the Vizier as the effect of my last letter; and I shall not fail to 
take advantage of such a change, if produced, for the purpose of renewing the 
discussion, and of prosecuting it to a satisfactory conclusion. | | 


11. A firm and decided refusal of the future assistance of our troops to support 
the proceedings of the Aumils, or coerce the defaulting Zemindars, must.o 
necessity have the desired effect in a very limited time; and a declaration of 
this resolution, on the part of the Government, in a direct address from the 
Honourable the Vice-President to his Excellency.the Vizier, would, 1 humbly 
conceive, be of use in accelerating the accomplishment of the object. 


I have, &e. ' : 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Bar. viz, 
« 48th June 1811. a : Resident. 
= | From 
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From: His Excellenuy the Vizier.. (Received the 96th June 1811.) - 


I have received your letter, dated the 25th of Jemadce-ool-awul (18th instant), 
in. reply to my shookha of the 23d. 


You have’ stated that “ the result of our conference on the Ist of this 
‘“ month,” &c. (recapitulate the remark.) | | 


te 
In my answer to your abstract of the heads of that conference, it was written 
that, ‘‘ in the case of committing the duties of Ameens to the present amaugee - 
“ Aumils, most of my doubts would ‘certainly be removed, but that some 
“ would stil be remaining ;” and as nothing was afterwards settled about issoimeg: 


orders to those Aumils, if any thing had been. afterwards settled, I should have - 


© 


declared my remaining doubts. 


You remark, that when you asked for a detail of those doubts, I evaded 
an answer to your letter, and in my last letter, above noticed, conveyed a repe- 
tition of the whole of my original doubts, with some additions. I cannot con-' 
ceive that any thing additional was written: if it beso, let me know. is 


I never made any positive promises : if I had, why should I have subsequently. 
sené a statement of my deubts ? 


never intended, nor do I now intend, to depart from my promises, nor to 
evade the stipulations of treaties; and my intentions, with a reference to those’ 
affairs, having been fully detailed in former weitings, an answer to your letter of 
the 6th of Jemadec-ool-awul (30th May), as a repetition of the contents of 
former letters, was unnecessary, and was therefore withholden. 


You proceed to state, that although you had never made a promise for the 
removal of my imaginary apprehensions, &c. 


In your letter written by your own hand, and received on the 27th of Rubbee- 
oos-sance (28th May), a promise to the above effect is contained ; and with regard 
to your remark, that a simple fact is now offered for the removal of all my appre- 
hensions, namely, that “‘ a portion of my original territory, yielding a revenue,” 
&c. I know nothing at all of the establishment of the system in the Ceded 
Provinces, and the orders which have been determined on for my country were 
never carried into execution in those provinces, particularly that for an actual 
measurement of the Jands, as you have yourself stated that actual measurement 
was not resorted to there but in cases of necessity; and when I informed you 
that the Ameens had represented the impossibility of performing all the duties 
prescribed, you admitted their statement to be just. tn answer to your remark, 
that although after the conclusion of ‘“ the sixth article of the Treaty of Cession,” 
and ‘of the subsequent engagement with Marquess Wellesley,” Xc. The case is 
this: that in the said sixth article of the treaty and engagement with Lord Wel- 
lesley, there is no promise, nor acknowledgment, for the establishment of this 
system, the deputation of Ameens and the establishment of courts of justice and 
police ; and as for the articles‘ of agreement contained in the document dated 9th 
Rubbee-ool-awul (4th April), that document may he considered like any other 
correspondence between us which is still subject to discussion, because what is 
Written there is still dependent on discussion, and on the satisfaction of my mind, 


With regard to your remark, that “ you have laboured with success by proofs 
‘* from reason and experience to satisfy my doubts ;" my doubts have not at all, 
nor in any respect been removed by those proofs: and, in reply to your obsér- 
vation that the division and subdivision of my.dominions, and the collection. of 
revenue-papers, cannot, on any principle, be dependent on the deputation of 
Ameens, &c., the division and subdivision recommended by you, the collection 
of revenue-papers, such as a statement of the jummea kamil, and a mowazena, aad 
a triennial settlement of the revenue, are dependent on the actual measurement, 
wad on the introduction of the new system, and these measures are impracti- 
cable through the agency either of amaunee Aumils, or of new Ameens, until 
my apprehensions be removed. 


You have further requested me to recollect, that “ the introduction of the 
" new system was of two kinds,” &c. In the event of the is desir ot 
| Nees 
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Ameens and introduction of the proposed system,-all the doubts :and apprehen. 
sions which were formerly written will remain. Piss 


You have stated, that “on receiving a report-of my intention to depute 
Ameens,” &c. In your letter, in your own hand-writing, formerly. referred to, 
it is stated that the deputation of Ameens, particularly to districts already amaunee, 
of which the present Aumils are the same as Ameens, before a conierence with 
you and the removal of my doubts, is not advisable, in your opinion: 


You have further stated, that although the conversation alluded to be not in 
your recollection, yet as I have asserted you will not deny it, and that certainly 
translations of ull our letters have been long ago transmitted to the Presidency, 
&c. Praise be to God, that the transmission of translations of all the letters js 
still acknowledged by yourself, and consequently that you did say so at our per- 
sonal conference. How could I have known this circumstance from any person 
but, yourself And on this account it seems advisable and proper always, tor the 
future,. that the whole of our discussion should not be confined to speech merely, 
bat should also be committed to.writing, that doubts may not afterwards occur. 


A true translation: 


(Signed) J. BAILuig, 
Resident. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 27th June 18! 1.) 


Your Excellency’s sudden retirement to Bcebeepore without informing me of 
your intention, and your residence there for a period of several days without my 
being honoured with any communication from you, in answer to my letters of 
the 6th of Jemadee-ool-awul (30th May) and 25th of that month (18th instant), 
notwithstanding your declaration, at our interview of the 22d instant, that you 
had something to say to me on the important subject under discussion, and 
the favourable impression which the manner of that declaration had made 
on my mind, are circumstances which render it my duty to recall to your Excel- 
lency's recollection the substance of the letters abovementioned, and more parti- 
cularly the tenor of the remarks which I submitted for your serious considera- 
tion at our interview on the morning of the 2¢d. 


My letters being still in your Excellency’s possession it is unnecessary to reca- 
pitulate the substance of them. I{f attentively and dispassionately perused, they 
cannot fail to impress on your mind the necessity of the tulfilment of your 
engagements, and a due sense of the groundless and imaginary, as well as totally 
inadinisstble nature of your Excellency’s doubts and apprelcnsions, with a, refe- 
rence to the measures of reform. 


But the remarks which I submitted to your Excellency in person, on the 
morning of the 22d instant, and which appeared to have made a salutary m- 
pression at the time, may perhaps have escaped your recollectiou; and their 
Importance to your immediate interests renders it a duty of friendship on my 
part to recall, and, if possible, to preserve this impression on your mind, by sub- 
mitting the remarks to you in writing. : | 

I commenced with entreating your Excellency to reflect on the real object: of 
the refurm in the system of your administration so earnestly recommended by: 
me, and which your Excellency had promised to adopt. 


Were the interests of the British Government alone, or even in an eminent degree, 
to be consulted by the salutary arrangements in contemplation, It was admitted, in 
this case, that your Excellency, wile induced by your principles of good faith, 
or rather impelled by the positive obligation of treaties, to give your consent to 
the measures of reform, might be supposed to. view with suspicion the com~ 
Mencement and progress of those measures. But as the sole and exclusive object 
Was a manifest advantage to yourself in the intprovement of the resources of your 
country, the more easy realization of those resources, the satisfaction of your 
Excellency’s mind, the comfort and happiness of your subjects, and their at- 
tachment to your person and government, it was difficult to imagine an r ground 


for your original reluctance in consenting to the principal measures of reform, 
a and 
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and still more 90, to account for your delay in carrying: those measures into effect, 
after your faith had been solemnly pledged for their immediate or early .exe- 
cution. * 3 


I next proceeded to express. my sincere and genuine regret, that your Excel- 
lency should have even for a time allowed yourself to be so misled by the perni- 
cious and interested counsels of a few designing individuals, as to evince a serious 
intention of departing from your engagements with me, and evading the obli- 
gation of treaties, and to place upon the records of our Government a series of 
inconsistencies and evasions, so truly unworthy of your high character for great 
talents and wisdom, and so manifestly injurious to your reputation for good faith 
and sincerity in your professions of friendship for the Honourable Company’s 
Government. 


Considering every argument in favour of the plan of reform, and against 
your Excellency’s imaginary apprehensions to be now totally exhausted, I finally 
entreated yeu to reflect, that the present revenue year was drawing near to its 
close, that your present arrangements for the collection of the revenue of your 
dominions would of necessity cease with this year, and that the future realiza- 
tion of any partof your revenue, save in the districts of Khyrabad and Mohumdie, 
must depend on the measures which you might now be pleased to adopt, and {in 
the consideration and adoption of which the greatest circumspection was neces- 
sary. That a renewal of cy of the leases which were now about to expire, or 
a continuance of the system of assessment and collection which had hitherto 

revailed in your dominions, in direct opposition to the advice of the British 

overnment and to the express terms of the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General's letter, could not, of course, be in your contemplation. That the 
future support, or assistance of a single soldier of the British army, to the present 
baneful system, or to any of its instruments, in the persons of your Excellency’s 
Aumils, was entirely out of the question ; and that, under these circumstances, 
it behoved your Excellency to consider, under what so beneficial arrange- 
ment as the plan suggested by our Government the resources’ of your 
country could be realized, and whether or not the concluding provision of the 
third article of the treaty of 1801, admitted of your Excellency’s taking 
measures for the future coercion of your landholders, and the suppression of 
insurrections to be produced by the despair of an oppressed population, without 
requiring the aid or support of the Honourable Company’s troops. : 


To the natural influence of those remarks on a mind so well endowed as your 
Excellency’s I commit the result of this discussion, in the anxious hope that 
your final determination will be formed on principles that shail satisfy yourself, 
and lead to your future advantage. 


A true copy: 


(Signed) J. BAILutis, 
Resident. | 





To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 27th June 1811.) 


_ Before the receipt of your Excellency’s letter of yesterday's date, I had been 
induced by several important considerations, and particularly by motives of 
sincere friendship for your Excellency, to prepare a letter to your address an 
this subject, which I was just about to despatch when your Excellency’s 
messenger arrived. The contents of your Excellency’s letter do not suggest 
any alteration in mine, and accordingly I now transmit it. 


] 


At a future time, if I see any prospect of renewing the correspondence to 
advantage, I shall submit answers to some of the remarks which your Excel- 
lency has made on this occasion; but I shall not, certainly, think it my duty to 
reply to your Excellency’s denial of your having ever made any positive pro- 
mises, wor to your assertion of a promise for the removal of your doubts being 
Contained in my short letter of the 27th of Rubee-oos-Sanec (21st May), nor 
to. one or two other extraordinary remarks which are contained in your Ex- 
cellency’s letter, because the answer to those, consistently with my respect for 
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your Excéllency, could be nothing more than-a reference ‘to original and wu. 
thenticated documents in your'own records, and in mine. - i eo 
A true copy : 
(Signed) J. Barra, 
Resident. 





To Captain Bailie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

1. IT am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches of the 12th, 
20th and 28th ultimo, reporting the progress of your negotiation with his 
Excellency the Nawaub Vizier, on the subject of the proposed reform of his 
administration. 


2. His Excellency the Vice-President ia Council deduces, with great regret, 
from the tenor of these reports, and especially from the last, not only the con- 
firmation of the opinions stated in my despatch of the 21st ultimo, but a convic- 
tion of the impracticability of obtaining the Vizier’s concurrence in the system of 
reform so earnestly recommended to his adoption, excepting only by measures 
of absolute compulsion, by which are meant a renewed and direct urgency on 
the part of this Government, founded on the obligations of treaty, and accom- 
panied by the declaration suggested in the last paragraph of your letter of the 
28th ultimo. 


3. From the adoption of measures of this description his Excellency in 
Council is withheld, not only by the political considerations which are adverted 
to in the sequel of this despatch, but by the conviction that the Vizier’s invo- 
luntary acquiescence in the system of reform, even to the full extent proposed 
by you, would fail to secure its successful operation ; for, perverted and erro- 
neous as are the views and sentiments of his Excellency, he would have an 
interest in rendering that system abortive; and it is superfluous to add, that 
his means of accomplishing that end are unlimited and beyond control. This 
consideration was present to the mind of the Governor-General in Council 
when he issued his instructions of the 28th December, and it consequently was 
not in the contemplation of Government to carry the negociation to the extreme 
suggested in your despatch of the 28th ultimo. The object of the reference in 
those instructions to the obligations imposed upon the Vizier by treaty, and to 
the reluctance with which the British Government employed its troops for the 
suppression of disorders occasioned by the evils and abuses of his Excellency’s 
administration, or to state the case more strongly, in supporting the cause of 
injustice and oppression, was to demonstrate the right of that Gavernment to 
demand from the Vizier the reform of his administration, and to supply the 
arguments which might be supposed to Lave the greatest efficacy in convincing 
the Vizier of the necessity of a reform, and in persuading him to adopt it. 
Your declarations to the Vizier, therefore, intimating a positive resolution on 
the part of Government to refuse hereafter the aid of its troops in the sup- 
pression of disorders in his Excellency’s country, although occasioned by the 
oppressions or misconduct of his officers, has exceeded the intentions of the 
Governor-General in Council. | | 


4, The introduction of compulsory measures, as they are ahove explained, 
would entirely change the ground of negotiation. It would bring into imme- 
diate question the continuance, or dissolution, of the relations between the 
two States as established by treaty; for ifa demand be made by one of two 
contracting parties on the other, on the basis of a specific article of treaty, 
accompanied by a declared resolution not to fulfil a positive and fundamental 
stipulation of the same treaty, in the event of a rejection, or evasion, of such 
demand, and that resolution be carried into effect, the system of connectson 
established by the mutual engagements of the parties ceases to exist. 


5. It is pap eicenag A to trace the consequences of such a state of things 
overnment and that of the Vizier. It is sufficient to 
observe, that the menace of refusing the aid of our troops for the suppression 


of disorders within his Excellency’s dominions must in the end be nugatorys 
since 
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since skis Goverament would be conspelled, ‘by considerations connected ‘with 
its own most important interests, te interpose its military power for the restora- 
gion of tranquilhty. 


6. But situated as the dominions of the Company and the Vizier relatively 


are, the state of affairs implied in a dissolution of the treaty could hot be ° 


suffered to remain even fora day. The conrpact must be renewed either in the 
same or another form, and the course of transactions would naturally lead to 
the establishment of a degree of control over.the Vizier’s reserved dominions, 
incompatible with the obligations which formed the price of his Excellency’s 
extended cessions in the year 1801. 


7. The belief that the Vizier would be induced, by the menace alone, to 
accede to our views, furnishes no argument in reply to the preceding observa- 
tions, since it is inconsistent with unalterable principles to menace a measure, 
of which considerations either of expediency or of justice would preclude the 
adoption. : 

_ & But the suggested course of proceeding is objectionable on _ other 
grounds} on the doubt of its being supported by the laws and principles which 
regulate the interpretation of treaties. 


9. Questions which relate to the dissolution of solemn engageménts between 
States must ever be considered of a most delicate nature. The violation, on 
one side, that can justify a refusal, on the other, to fulfil a positive and 
fundamental stipulation of the compact, which ‘would, in fact, be declaring a 
cessation of the pre-established relations between the cohtracting States, must 
be essential and indisputable. 


- 10. In the present case, it is to be considered whether, although the Vizier 
has engaged ‘ to establish in his reserved dominions such a system of adminis- 
' tration (to be carried into effect by his own officers) as shall be conducive to 
* the prosperity of his subjects, and be calculated to secure the lives and 
‘“* property of the inhabitants,” and also ‘* always to advise with, and act in 
‘‘ conformity to the counsel of the British Government,” his declining or 
evading, for reasons connected in his Excellency’s own opinion With the 
interests of his Government, the adoption of the specific plan of reform 
recommended by this Governmeft, is such a violation of his engagements 
as to wafrant* our refusal to fulfil the stipulated obligation of proteéting 
his dominions against the evils of internal rebellion and disorder, atid 
to disqualify him from maintaining the relations established by thé treaty. 
The train of argument by which the affirmative of this question is‘to be 
maintained is stilticiently obvious, but not altogether conclusive $ for, in thé 
first place, stipulations such as are contained in the treaty cannot possibly be 
rendered so specific and precise as not to admit of some latitude of construc- 
tion, or to preclude an eventual opposition between their spirit and their 
letter: for instance, the combination of the two stipulations above cited could 
not justly be interpreted to impose on the Vizier an obligation absolutely and 
implicitly to accede to whatever plan of reform the British Government might 
advise, however adverse to his interests or his prejudices; nor the second of 
those clauses to require him, in every concern of his Government, to ‘follow 
indiscriminately every counsel, however injurious or repugnant to his feelings, 
that either wisdom or error might suggest on the part of the British Govern- 
ment, under the penalty of forfeiting his claim to the fulfilment of our part of 
the stipulations of the treaty. A construction so litetal would obviously be 
ineomspatible with the existence of that authority, which by the same instru- 
ment we have solemnly guaranteed. In the second place, the stipulation on 
our part to protect his dominions from internal rebellion and disorder is not 
placed, even constructively, in such a@ state of relation to that by which he 
engaged to establish an improved system of administration within his dominions, 
as that the abrogation of the former should be the penal consequence of his 
neglecting or alee the latter. ‘There does not, indeed, ih this case appear 
to fe either a just proportion, or a natural relation, between the offence and the 
penalty, | : 


10. In 
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11. In the imperfection of all human arrangements, in none, perhaps, more 
conspicuous than in treaties of alliance between States and Kingdoms, engage. 
ments of that description must be referable to general principles, which constitute 
the essence and the basis of them; and those acts or neglects on the part of the 
Vizier, which would warrant a dissolution of the existing treaty, must go beyond 


' a departure from an insulated stipulation, which however important in itself, 


is not, under a just and liberal construction of it, an essential and fundamental 
principle of the alliance. ‘That alliance, indeed, has subsisted, and as far as 
regards its general political objects, has subsisted successfully, during a period 
of: ten years, the stipulation in question remaining unperformed. 


, 12. If, indeed, the Vizier, in a spirit of hostility to the alliance, should 
systematically resist the counsels of the British Government, in concerns 
affecting in an essential degree our interests and our security, he would place 
himself’ in the condition of a public enemy, and absolve us from the engage- 
ments which we have contracted. But that system of evasion and subterfuge, 
qualified by an ostensible regard to the counsels of the British Government, to 
which his Excellency has had recourse, cannot be so interpreted. In fact, 
the subject of discussion between the British Government and the Vizier is not 
the obligatory nature of the stipulations in question, nor his refusal to fulfil 
them, but the validity of the pleas and arguments by which he contends that 
the matter of our counsel would operate to the injury of his interests: argu- 
ments which we know to be futile, and to be urged with a view te the 
continuance of a system of government favgurable to the indulgence of his 
characteristic rapacity, but which, with refer¢ice to his own views, he con- 
siders to be legitimate and solid ; and it mig} be difficult to resist the force 
of the remark, that the mere error of hiS judgment with regard to the 
real interests of his person and government, and not affecting the funda- 
mental principles of the alliance, could not justly be made the ground of 
a dissolution of the treaty, unless the clause which requires him to conform to 
the counsels of the other contracting party, were deemed to be so absolute as 
not to admit of argument or objection on his part. 3 


13. But there is yet another point of view in which the question may be 
considered, and which is applicable to the exception above stated. If the 
provisions of the treaty are to be abrogated, on any other ground than that of 
the Vizier having placed himself in the condition of a public enemy, on what 
principle could the British Government resist a claim, on the part of the Vizier, 
to be restored to the same situation which he held with regard to territory, 
power, and authority, before the conclusion of the treaty of 1801? It could 
not, perhaps, be maintained, that by evading the fulfilment of the stipulation 
which required him to establish within his dominions a system of Adminis- 
tration calculated, in our judgment, though not in his own, to improve the 
resources of his country, and the happiness of his subjects, he forfeited the 
advantages of the treaty without a title to retain the valuable cessions with 
which he purchased those advantages. If from causes referable to the circum- 
stances of the Vizier’s country and to the peculiarities of his character, but 
independent of any acts or projects of his Excellency hostile to the British 
power, stipulations relating to the internal administration of his dominions are 
found to be impracticable, the alternative to us must, probably be considered 
to be either an acquiescence in this unavoidable imperfection of the original 
arrangement, or a dissolution of the compact involving the restoration of the 
ancient order of things. " | 


14, These observations of his Excellency in Council are not intended, in-any 
degree, as a defence of the Vizier’s conduct, which, as you justly state, has 
been marked by prevarication, evasion, and insincerity, throughout the whole 
of the late arduous negociation; but they are stated, first, because his .Excel- 
Jency in Council deems it of importance that you should be apprized of his 
sentiments on a question affecting the stability of the engagements subsisting 
between the British Government and the Vizier, and the obligations of ublic 
faith ; and, secondly, as being introductory to the resolution which his xcel- 


lency in Council finds himself compelled to adopt, under the certain, disap- 
pointment 
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pointment of all your zealous and able efforts to accomplish the object of the 
Governor-General in Council’s instructions of the 28th December, and under 
the conviction, ‘already stated, that even the Vizier’s acquiescence in every 
part of the proposed plan of reform, in the actual temper and disposition of 
his mind, would fail to secure any of the benefits which his cordial adoption of 
it would unquestionably produce. 


15. You will anticipate that resolution to be the relinquishment, for the 
present at least, of any further efforts. The plea to be assumed for desisting 
from further urgency is the protraction of the negotiation, and the consequent 
- delay in the adoption of the preliminary measures and arrangements, occasioned 
solely by his Excellency’s insincere and disingenuous conduct, until the near 
approach of the termination of the current fusly year has rendered the prose- 
cution of the plan of reform at the present season impracticable. 


16. You will not think it necessary, at the same time, to disguise from the 
Vizier the seritiments of disappointment with which his Excellency the Vice- 
President in Council has contemplated the conduct of the Vizier during the 
whole of the negotiation, and now contemplates. the effect of it, in the suspen- 
sion of the salutary and unobjectionable system of reform recommended to his 
adoption. 


17. You willbe pleased to add, that his Excellency the Vice-President 
refrains from addressing the Vizier on this subject, until the receipt of the 
letter which it is understood his Excellency is preparing in reply to the Go- 
vernor-General’s address of the 28th December. 


I have, &c. 


Fort William, (Signed) | N. B. EpMmonsrTone, 
6th July 1811. | Chief Secretary. . 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 19th July 1811. 


To N. B. Edmonstone, Chief Secretary to the Government. 
Sir: | 
1. Since the despatch of my letter to your address, under date the 28th 
ultimo, I have had no communications with his Excellency the Vizier, of im- 
portance sufficient to require an official report to the Government. 


2. His Excellency’s general health has been stated by himself to be in- 
different, and he has apparently suffered some degree of uneasiness, and has 
been precluded from taking his usual exercise on horseback by a rheumatic 
affection of his limbs; but his physician has reported his complaint to be of no 
material consequence, and to be probably of short duration. 


_3. I considered it to be my duty to offer a visit of friendly inquiry regarding 
his Excellency’s health during his residence at Beebeepore, and i proceeded 
accordingly to breakfast with him on the morning of the 4th instant ; when 
his Excellency received me in his usual manner, complained of occasional pain 
in one of his‘knees, and announced his intention of returning to town in a 
few days; at which I expressed my satisfaction, without allowing ‘his Excel- 
lency to suppose that I attached any particular importance to his temporary 
retirement from, or speedy return to, his capital. | 
4. No conversation of an important nature took place ; and I took my leave 
after breakfast, without referring in any respect to the snbject of our recertt 
Correspondence. His Excellency returned to his palace on the morning of the 
6th instant, and several letters and messages have since passed between ‘us on 
the ordinary business of his government, in the course of which he has mani- 
tener a‘greater readiness than before to comply with my requests and sug- 
Lions, «| : | | 
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5. I have further understood from respectable authority, that a circular 
order, has been issued to all the farmers of revenue, with the exception of 
Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan, to announce to them that no renewal of their 
leases will be granted, and that the revenues are.in future to be collected under 
the amaunee system exclusively. If his Excellency the Vizier shall hereafter. be 
pleased to intimate this resolution and the measures connected with it to.me, | 
shall be prepared to offer such suggestions on the subject as may appear to be 
most beneficial, with a view to the realization of his revenue, without involving 
in any degree the responsibility of the British Government for the success of 
his Excellency’s measures of apparent or partial reform. : 


6. I take this opportunity of acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 
‘ist ultimo, expressive of the sentiments of the Government on the general 
subject of my proceedings, as detailed in my despatch of the 28th of May, and 
conveying a salutdry caution, with a reference to my future proceedings, which 
= a been absent from my thoughts, and shall hereafter be most strictly 
observe 


7. In the case of his Excellency the Vizier being at length happily induced 
to fulfil his engagements with me, and to execute the measures of reform 
under the constant influence of my suggestions, proceeding on his own correct 
and unreserved communication of the circumstances to which my advice may 
be -intended to apply, the information which I already possess regarding the 


-character and dispositions of the principal landholders, and the state of the 


country and population at large, enables me with confidence to predict the 
successful progress of those measures in every district of his dominions, with- 
out any material defalcation of his revenue, during even the first three years of 
reform, and with a certain prospect of increase at the beginning of the second 
settlement of the revenue. 


8. On the other hand, if his Excellency be seriously disposed, and being so 
disposed shall be permitted, to depart from any one of his engagements, and 
to commence hereafter, as he has already on one or two occasions commenced, 
what he is pleased to term a partial and experimental reform of the system of 
assessment and collection of his revenue; if he continue, as heretofore, to 
withhold every degree of useful and important information from the British 
Resident at his Court, to ask the advice of the Resident occasionally on a few 
unimportant points, and to evince a total disregard for that advice in every 
instance where it might oppose his own baneful propensities, or the oppressive 


‘views of his Government, it is in this case sufficiently apparent, that the failure, 


whether partial or total, of the projected measures of reform, and the future 
decrease of a revenue which is actually now decreasing with extraordinary 


‘sapidity every year, cannot, on any principle, be referred to the counsels of the 


British Government or of its representative, nor can they constitute a valid 
charge against the efficiency of a general system of reform, which, to be exe- 
cuted in the terms of the treaty and existing engagements between the two 
States, must be executed with the uniform concurrence and advice of the 


-Honourable Company’s officers, and the total failure of which, if it were possi- 


ble, might in this Jatter case alone, be made a ground of charge, or of reproach, 
against the wisdom and justice of our Government. 


9. It shall be my particular study and care to keep a watchful eye over the 
progressive execution of the minutest details of every important measure which 
may originate with my suggestions to the Vizier; and I shall not fail to 
remonstrate, or, if necessary, to protest against any of his Excellency’s mea- 
sures, or instances of departure from my suggestions, the influence of whic 
might found a charge or reproach, of the nature above deseribed, in the 
remotest possible degree. : 

I have, &c. 
I ucknow, (Signed) J. Barvute, 
8th July 1811. Resident. 
To 
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_To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government. 
Sir: 

1. I deem it tobe my duty to transmit to you, for the notice of the Honour- 
able the Vice-President in Council, the enclosed copy and translation of a letter 
which I received from his Excellency the Vizier in the afternoon of the 9th 
instant, complaining of severe indisposition, and desiring my attendance in the 
palace with some meilical gentlemen, for the purpose of ascertaining the state 
of his Excellency’s health. | 


2. Having visited his Excellency at Beebeepore on the morning of the 4th 
instant, when he looked remarkably well, and having had daily or more fre- 
quent communications of a very satisfactory nature since that date, in answer 
to my inquiries from his Excellency and his physician Mr. Law, the tenor of 
the accompanying letter could not fail to surprise, while it alarmed me in a 
very great degree, and I did not lose a moment in repairing to his Excellency’s 
palace, accompanied by the surgeon of the Residency, and directing at the 
same time the attendance of his Excellency’s surgeon, for the purpose of satis- 
fying myself, by the joint opinions of those gentlemen, regarding the true state 
of his Excellency’s health. 


3. The Vizier was seated in his bed when I arrived, seemed highly gratified 
by my ready attendance, on his friendly summons, and looked still remarkably 
well; but complained of great pain in his limbs, and particularly of restlessness 
during the night, and desired that I should state all the symptoms of his disor- 
der to the medical gentlemen in attendance, and particularly to Mr. Wilson, 
observing that he had followed implicitly the prescriptions of Mr. Law for a 
wonth, without deriving any essential benefit from them. 


4. Mr. Wilson, in concurrence with Mr. Law, pronounced his Excellency’s 
disorder to be merely a rheumatic affection, arising probably from exposure to 
cold, and creating, by long duration, a degree of debility and a languid state of 
the circulation of blood in the limbs, which would certainly yield to an altera- 
tive course of medicine in a short time, and was not attended by any symptom 
of danger whatever. 


5. I remained in attendance on his Excellency for upwards of an hour, admi- 
nistering every degree of consolation which the nature of his complaint, the 
apparent condition of his mind, and the kindest offices and expressions of friend- 
ship could afford to him; and I announced, when taking leave of his Excel- 
lency, my resolution to visit him every day till 1 could witness his entire 
recovery, and report it for the perfect satisfaction of his Excellency the Vice- 
President and the other members of the Government. 


6. I did accordingly pay another visit to his Excellency the Vizier yesterday, 
and I have waited on him again to-day, observing with genuine pleasure, and 
receiving from his Excellency a report of the improving state of his health, and 
diminution of the restlessness and other painful symptoms of his disorder. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Baugm, 
Lith July 1811. Resident. 


Sonera 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 9th July 1811.) 


I am unwell and suffer great pain. It is impossible that you should know 
what I suffer; because if you did know, I am certain that you would have come 
to see me, and to ascertain the real state of my health. 


Reposing confidence, as I do, in your friendship, and having no other real 
and sympathizing friend than yourself, whose kindness could give consolation 
and confidence to my mind, I therefore write to desire that you will come and 
See me, bringing two or three physicians with you to the Presence, to ascertain 
the true state of my disease, and take the proper measures for my ssn 

ecause 
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because. I suffer the greatest possible pain, and in the whole world have not one 
such a friend as yourself. , 
A true translation ; | - ge 
(Signed) J. Bar.yis, 
Resident. 





Ordered, That, in reply to the two précéeding despatches, the following letter 
be addressed to the Resident at Lucknow. 7 





' To Captain J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Ir 3 

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your two despatches, .under 
dates the 8th and 11th instant; the former stating some observations founded. 
puincipally on the tenor of my letter of the 21st ultimo; the latter relating the. 
circumstances of his Excellency the Vizier’s indisposition, and enclosing a copy 
and translation of his Excellency’s letter to you on that subject, requesting 
your attendance in terms of extraordinary kindness and conciliation. 


2, His Excellency the Vice-President in Council’s concern at the severity of 
the Vizier's indisposition is greatly relieved by the favourable report of the phy-. 
sycians, and by the information of the amendment of his health. His Excel- 
lency the Vice-President has judged it proper to address a letter to the Vizier, 
expressive of his concern for his Excellency’s indisposition, and of his satisfac. 
tion at the prospect of his speedy recovery. That letter will be transmitted to 
you from the Persian Department. It is superfluous to signify to you his Excel-. 
lency in Council’s particular approbation of the soothing attentions which you 
have manifested towards the Vizier on this occasion. 


3. The circumstances and observations stated in your despatch of the 8th 
instant, combined even with the conciliatory language of the Vizier’s letter to’ 
your address of the 9th, have not appeared to Government to render necessary 
any alteration of the instructions conveyed to you in my letter of the 12th, 
because they indicate no material change in that disposition of his Excel-' 
lency’s mind, with regard to the projected system of. reform, on which those 
instructions were founded. | 


- 4. If his Excellency could be supposed to be sincerely desirous of effecting a 
reform of the present vicious system of assessment and collection; if his objec-: 
tions to the proposed plan were not, as they unquestionably are, fictitious ; if 
(to use the language of the 7th paragraph of your despatch of the 8th instant) 
any prospect existed of inducing his Excellency “ to fulfil his engagements 
*< with you, and to execute the measures of reform, under the constant influ- 
* ence of your suggestions, proceeding on his own correct and unreserved 
‘“¢ communication of the circumstances to which your advice might be intended’ 
‘* to apply,” it would be the duty of Government to persevere in urging his 
Excellency’s execution of the suggested plan, not, however, by the compulsory’ 
means of menacing the withholding of our troops trom the internal service of his 
country, for which, indeed, no necessity would then exist, but by arguments 
calculated to remove his objections, arguments to which, in the temper and 
disposition ‘of mind above described, his Excellency might be expected to 
yield, or by compromises not subversive of the object in view. But, under the 
Vizier’s most manifest aversion to the change of system, no advantage.can be 
expected to arise from our perseverance. The force of argument he has 
resisted; his own engagements he has retracted ; and the compromise proposed 
by himself he bas declined to accept. The removal of one objection has been. 
succeeded by another; and finally, the whole course of his Excellency’s con- 
duct during the negotiation has demonstrated a systematic design to avoid the 
adoption of the proposed measures of reform, .and warrants a conviction that, 
if huis acquicscence be enforced by menace, or by importunity, he would clan- 
destinely employ the means within his power of rendering it abortive. | 


5. The case which, as above cited,’ you have yourself described as enabling you 


with confidence to predict the success of the meditated measures of reform, 
cannot 
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cannot be expected to arise. In the disposition which his Excellency has so 
unalterably displayed, he might be compelled, but could not be persuaded, to 
fulfil ** his engagements with you, and to execute the measures of reform under 
ss the constant influence of your suggestions ;” but there the effect of compul- 


sion would cease. The disposition would be wanting, which should lead him | 


to render your suggestions beneficial by “ his own correct and unreserved com- 
«© munication of the circumstances to which your advice might be intended to 
«apply ;” and that disposition would still prevail, which, as it has hitherto led 
his Excellency to obstruct, by every species of artifice and evasion, the intro- 
duction of the plan of reform, would actuate his secret endeavours to demon- 
strate the justice of his uniform aversion to it, by precluding the efficiency of 


its operation. 


6. Unless, therefore, such a change should have occurred in the temper and 
disposition of his Excellency’s mind, as to lead him cheerfully to co-operate 
in the measures of reform proposed to his adoption, limiting his objections to 
points of real doubt, not raising them, as hitherto, with the secret design of 
preventing the execution of those measures, Government must consider a fur- 
ther prosecution of the negotiation to be more than useless. 


I have, &c. 


Fort- William, (Signed) = N. B. Epmonsrons, 
19th July 1811. Chief Secretary to the Government. 


Ordered, That the Chief Secretary be directed to make the necessary com- 
munication to the Persian Secretary on the subject of preparing a letter suitable 
to the tenor of the foregoing one to his Excellency the Vizier. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 2d August 1811. 


To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 
Sir: 


1, Since the despatch of my letter to your address, under date the 11th in- 
stant, 1 have visited his Excellency the Vizier daily, and I have observed the 
progressive diminution of all the unpleasant symptoms of his disorder, as well as 
the gradual restoration of his mind to that degree of tranquillity and of confidence 
in wy friendship, which appeared to have suffered a temporary interruption under 
the supposed iutluence of the pernicious counsels of Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan, 
with a reference to the recent discussions between his Excellency and me on the 
subject of a reform of his administration. 


2. To-day I was sorry to observe ‘a trifling alteration for the worse in his 
Excellency’s general appearance, and to hear him complain of returning pain in 
his joints and inceneed restlessness in the night, which his Excellency’s sur- 
geon has ascribed to the operation of medicine partly, and partly to fresh cold: 
at the same time Mr. Law and Mr. Wilson concurred in still pronouncing his 
disorder to be unattended by any symptoms of danger, and to be in a train of 
certain removal by the operation of the alterative course of medicine to which 
his present restlessness is ascribed. 


_ 3. [have this day had the honour of receiving your letter of the 6th ingtant, 
IN answer to my despatches of the 12th, 20th, and 28th ultimo, expressive of the 
final resolution of the Honourable the Vice-President in Council to desist from 
any further effurts, at present, for the reform of the Vizier’s administration, and 
explanatory of the various grounds of political expedience and public faith upon 
Which that resolution has proceeded. 


4. The highly important considerations that have now led to the relinquish- 
ment of an object to which so much importance was originally attached, and 
the whole train of the reasoning which is contained in your present despatch, are 
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of too conclusive a nature to admit of any suggestions on my part, with a ref. 
rence to the probable effects of the final resolution of the Government, } 
shail be made known to his Excellency the Vizier. But there are two } laterial 
points in the character of my own negotiation with his Excellency to which ] 
consider it to be my duty to solicit the attention of the Government, ' with: a. 
view to explain mm a satisfactory manner the principle at least, if not to Justify the 
particular terms, of the declaration which I conveyed to the Vizier in my letter of 
the 27th ultimo, and from which his Excellency the Vice-President in Council 
has been pleased to withhold his assent, as exceeding the intentions of the 
Government. 


5. And first, I shall subntit for the consideration of his Excellency in Council, 
with a reference to the tenth paragraph of your despatch, that no specific plan 
of reform has been ever pressed upon liis Excellency the Vizier, without afford- 
ing, at the same time, for his choice, an alternative by which the public faith of 
his Government, and the positive obligations of treaty, might be equally main- 
tained and fulfilled; nay, that every suggestion which has been offered to his 
Excellency by me, from the commencement till the close of the late arduous 
negotiation, may be considerc:, in fact, as no more than an answer to some 
direct inquiry on bis own part, with a professed view to the fulfilment of his 
acknowledged obligation to establish a system of internal government in his 
dominions, conducive to the happiness of his subjects, and to the security of their 
propetty and lives. 


6. Asa proof and illustration of this remark, I[ take the liberty of recalling 
to notice the conclusion of the ninth paragraph of my despatch to your address, 
under date the 8th of April, and the general tenor of my answers to the Vizier’s 
observations on the contents of the Right Lfonourable the Governor-General’s 
letter, forming the second number of the enclosure of that despatch. 


7. In the paragraph above alluded to, there are the following remarkable 
words: ‘‘ I called upon his Excellency to acknowledge or disavow the obliga- 
“ tion, &c. of the sixth article of the Treaty of Cession with Marquess Wellesley, 
‘* and now candidly to declare to me, whether or not, in his own judgment, he 
“ had fulfilled, or attempted to fulfil, the purpose of that obligation. If he 
“ had not, it was his obvious duty, I observed, to consider the present remon- 
‘* strance of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council as a solemn 
‘“* and serious demand for the fulfilment of a positive obligation on his part, by his 
“ adopting the plan of reform recommended to him by the British Government, 
‘“* with whose counsels he had engaged to conform, or by suggesting and carrying 
into evecution some other plan of his own, which should be equally calculated 
“ to answer the purposes of that obligation, namely, to provide for the security 
“ and happiness of his subjects, and to relieve the Honourable Company's Govern- 
“* ment from the extraordinary and disreputable burthen of supporting by force 
* of arms an unjust and oppressive administration.” 


nw 


~ 


€ 


a“ 


8. Of a tendency manifestly similar to that of the above quotation from my 
Jetter of the 8th of April, is the general tenor of my carly discussions with the 
Vizier on the subject of the Governor-General’s letter. His Excellency, in 
the outset, acknowledged his obligation to reform the system of his Govern- 
ment. He tacitly avowed his own inability to suggest an efficient plan for that 
purpose, and he called upon the British Government, in the person of its repre- 
sentative, to devise and arrange the details of an improved system of adminis- 
tration, such as the British Government might consider itself .bound and 
authorized to support, without incurring any longer the reproach of abetting 
injustice and oppression. His Excellency further, after mature deliberation and 
discussion, acquiesced, and declared his acquiescence in the principal measures 
of reform which had been suggested at his own desire for his adoption; and he 
has finally retracted his acquiescence, under circumstances of extraordinary 
aggravation, which it is unnecessary here to describe. 


9. It follows, therefore, or seems to my judgment to follow, that the ultimate 
declaration of a refusal of the aid of our troops to the oppressive and arbitrary 
demands of the Vizier’s farmers and Aumils is not to be considered as the 


alternative of his Excellency’s acquiescence in a specific plan of reform haa 
mende 
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mended by the Britrsh Government, but partly as the alternative of his Ex- 
cellency’s adoption of any system or measures of reform, im other words, of 
his evincing a disposition to fulfil, in any respect, the obligation of the treaty ; 
and partly as a just and legitimate exercise of the essential right of every Go 
vernment to investigate and ascertain the justice of the demands which its 
power may be required to enforce, before proceeding to enforce those demands, 
by extensive and hazardous, as well as, in most cases, unnecessary warfare. 


10. That the true meaning of the declaration which I thought it my duty 
to convey to his Excellency the Vizier, in my letter of the 27th ultimo, wae 
no more than that of a resolution for the future exercise of the right above 
described, is the second important point in the character of my negotiation with 
the Vizier, to which I solicit the attention of the Honourable the Vice-President 
in Council; and for a proof of the justice of this remark, I will further take 
the liberty of referring to my despatch of the 8th of April, particularly the 
thirty-second. paragraph of that despatch, and to the uniform tenor of all my com- 
munications with the Vizier, as well as to the impression which the declaration 
itself may have made upon his Excellency’s mind, and which I will venture with 
confidence to describe as falling far short of that of a positive resolution, on the 
part of the Government, to refuse the aid of its troops in the suppression of any 
future disorder in his Excellency’s country, to be occasioned by the oppression 
of his Aumils. 


11. Indeed, the particular reference which the declaration in question contains 
to the concluding provision of the third article of the Treaty of Cession, seems to 
me to be demonstrative of its limitation to the future refusal of the aid, or sup- 
port, of our troops ¢0 ¢he oppressive demands of the Aumils in the progress of their 
collection of the revenue: a peculiar description of support for which no article of 
the treaty provides, and which, in fact, is expressly superseded by the provision 
above referred to, although the subsequent practice of the Britisu Government, 
proceeding on principles of liberality to his Excellency the Vizier, have certainly 
tended to establish a belief in his Excellency’s mind, that the British troops, 
like the armed Peons in his scrvicc, are the bounden slaves of his will, the 
necessary instruments of his oppression. 


12. Whether this belief should be removed from his Excellency’s mind, by a 
solemn declaration of the future intention of the Government to investigate the 
justice of the demands which its power may be required to enforce, or should 
continue to influence the Vizier’s conduct, in direct opposition to our counsels, 
was the only question in my contemplation while conveying the suggestion which 
is contained in the concluding paragraph of my despatch under date the 28th 
ultimo, and I have only now to Jament, that the imperfect or ambiguous terms 
of this suggestion, and of the declaration to which it referred, have given room 
for a construction by the Government of a delicate and embarrassing nature, so 
totally remote from my thoughts. 


18. Having submitted these explanatory remarks, it only remains for me to 
express my ready and implicit obedience to the commands of the Honourable 
the Vice-President in Council, which shall be carried into immediate effect as 


soon as the state of the Vizier’s health shall admit of my enteting on the 
subject. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Baiute, 
16th July 1811. Resident. 





To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 
Sir : 

1. From the 16th till the 21st instant I continued my daily visits to his Excel- 
lency the Vizier, who seemed then to have entirely recovered his usual health, 
and requested, in an earnest manner, the future discontinuance of my daily 
Visits, expressing the highest sense of my friendship, and the extraordinary 
gratification of his mind by the sedulous attentions which I had paid to him 
during the whole course of his illness. 


, His ~ 


Coan 
OSU CALLE 
2 Aug. 161 l. 
Letter 
{rom Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Letter 
from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Bengal Political 
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244 | OUDE PAPERS. 


2. His Exeellency bas this day recommenced his usual exercise: on horse. 
back, and has announced this circumstance to me as a proof of his entire. reco. 
very. It is my intention to offer a charitable donation on this occasion of a 
thousand Sicca rupees on the part of the Government, and a further sum of 
five-hundred pa re from myself, as a mark of respect for his Excellency, and a 


manifestation of joy at his recovery. 


8. The present apparently happy frame of the Vizier’s temper and disposi- 
tion, if there were any certainty of its continuance, would authorize the hope 
of success in a renewal of the negotiation with his Excellency on the subject of 
a reform in his Government. But I consider myself as precluded from taking 
advantage of any circumstance for the renewal of this negotiation by the recent 
commands of the Honourable the Vice-President in Council, communicated 
by your despatch of the 6th instant, and J shall therefore content myself with 
receiving such proposals on the subject as the Vizier may think proper to 
convey tome, and submitting those proposals to you for his Excellency in 


Council’s consideration. 


4. I shall embrace the first opportunity of representing to his Excellency the 
Vizier, that, although the unfortunate protraction of the discussions between 
his Excellency and me on the subject of' a reform of his administration, and 
his Excellency’s subsequent illness, have rendered the immediate adoption 
of the measures recommended by me inexpedient in my own judgment, as 
well as in the opinion of the Government, his Excellency should by no means, 
on this account, delay to prepare an answer to the Governor-General’s letter, 
and that I have been particularly enjoined to obtain and transmit his Excel- 
lency’s answer to that letter at the earliest practicable period. I shall, of 
course, accompany my representation with such further suggestions and 
remarks as may be calculated to make a salutary impression on his Excellency’s 
mind, to render the tenor of his reply to the Governor-General’s letter as satis- 
factory as possible, and to lead to the renewal of the negotiation under more 
auspicious circumstances at some future time, if the Government shall be 


pleased to authorize it. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. Barixiz, 


Lucknow Residency, Resid 
esident. 


24th July 1811. 





Ordered, That in reply to the two preceding despatches, the following letter 
-be addressed to the Resident at Lucknow. 





To Captain Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 


Sir: e 

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches, under dates 
the 16th and 24th ultima, the former replying to the instructions of Govern- 
ment contained in iny letter of the 6th ultimo, on the subject of the reform of 
his Excellency the Vizier’s administration, the latter reporting the conyales- 
cence of his Excellency, and the course of proceeding which you proposed to 
adopt under the apparent improvement of his Excellency’s disposition with 
respect to the measure of reform, combined with the obligation imposed on 


you by the instructions above referred to. 
2. The terms of the declaration relative to the employment of the British 


troops, contained in your letter to the Vizier of the 27th of June, connected 


with the suggestion of the last paragraph of your despatch of the 28th of that 
month, certainly appeared to warrant the construction which gave. rise to the 
observations of his Excellency the Vice-President in Council, conveyed to you 
in my letter of the 6th ultimo; for, in your address to the Vizier abovemen- 
tioned, you refer not only to the refusal of the aid of our troops “to the pre- 
** sent baneful system, or to any of its instruments in the persons of the Vizier's 
“* Aumils,” but also (hypothetically) to the case of his Excellency’s “ taking 


“* measures for the future coercion of his landholders and the suppression ow 
, |  wmsurrecttons, 
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© insurreclions, to be produced by the despair of an oppréwsed population, 
“s without requiring the aid of the Honourable Company's troops ;’? aad.in.the 
last paragraph of your despatch of the 28th of June you suggest “a firm 
«and decided refusal of the future assistance of our troops to support the 
“* proceedings of the Aumils, or coerce the defaulting Zemindars,” as a 
measure calculated to compel the Vizier’s adoption of the proposed reform. 
The implied cases, then, in which the refusal of the aid of our troops was 
adverted to, comprehended an actual insurrection of his Excellency’s subjects, 
: = as the resistance of the Zemindars to the oppressive demands of the 
umils. 


3. These observations, however, are not stated with a view to oppose the 
explanation which you have offered, of the nature and extent of your declara- 
tions to the Vizier on the subject of the future employment of our troops in 
supporting the authority of his Aumils, but merely to shew the grounds of 
that construction of your report which appeared to require the discussion con- 
tained in my despatch abovementioned. Your present explanations appear to 
coincide with the following view of the rights and obligations of the British 
government under the treaty, and his Excellency in Council concurs in them 
under that supposition. 


4, Admitting, in the terms of the ninth paragraph of your letter, that « the 
«ultimate declaration of a refusal of the aid of our troops to the oppressive 
‘© and arbitrary demands of the Vizier’s farmers and Aumils”’ may with justice 
sbe considered “ partly as the alternative of his Exccllency’s adoption of any 
‘¢ system of reform, or, in other words, of his evincing a disposition to fulfil, in 
<* any respect, the obligation of the treaty, and partly as a just and legitimate 
‘‘ exercise of the essential right of every Government to investigate and 
* ascertain the justice of the demands which its power may be required to 
‘enforce, before proceeding to enforce those demands by extensive and 
«* hazardous, as well as, in most cases, unnecessary warfare;” the terms of this 
position express the necessity of an investigation into the equity of the 
demands to be enforced, and imply, on our part, a right of arbitration, both 
antecedent to the employment of our troops, whence it follows, that the 
declaration to the Vizier should have consisted not of the indefinite and unqua- 
lified refusal of the aid of our troops to support the proceedings of the Aumils, 
** or coerce the defaulting Zemindars,” but of an alleged right of previous inves- 
tigation, of a right to arbitrate the demands which the troops might be called 
upon to support, and of an intimation of the resolution of the British Govern- 
ment to exercise that right on all future occasions. 


5. The case may be supposed of one or more Zemindars in a Province, 
driven perhaps to extremity by the injustice or exactions of an Aumil or farmer, 
refusing to pay any portion of the public revenue, assuming an attitude of 
resistance, and preparing to oppose any attempt, on the part of the Iatter, to 
enforce his demands. Such Zemindars must then be considered to be in a state 
of rebellion ; and under the supposition that the local authority did not possess 
the power of reducing them to obedience, the demand of assistance from the 
British troops would be authorized by the stipulation of the treaty, and the 
case would require the march of our troops to the scene of these disorders, 
not, however, necessarily for the purpose of enforcing the demands of: the 
Aumil, but for the preservation of tranquillity, in the first instance, and ulti- 
mately for the enforcement of the demands which, on investigation, might: be 
found to be just. At the same time, that investigation would be prosecuted 
in the manner that might be settled between the Resident and the Vizier. 


G. Thiscourse of proceeding would obviously require, as the alternative of 
the Vizier’s declining the adoption of any reform, a declaration essentiatly 
differing from the terms of that which you actually conveyed to him, since it 
‘would require that the right of investigation and arbitration should be asserted 
and recognised in all cases in which the aid of our troops should be demanded. 


7. Iam now directed to signify to you the desire of the Vice-President in 
Council, that you will actually convey the intimation above described to the 
Vizier, adjusting with him, at the same time, the mode of enquiry to be 
- 8 R prosecuted. 


Bengal -Pelitical 
Consultations, | 
2 Aug. 1611. 


Letter 
from Secretary to 


Government. 
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Bengal Polifeat prosecuted for ascertaining the justice of the demands which our troops are . 
Skee WE . tequired to enforce, observing, ‘at the same time, the principle of proceeding , 
; explained in the 5th paragraph of this despatch. | 





from secrayil 8. This instruction is founded on the supposition that the Vizier will not 


Government: have been induced cordially to enter into the scheme of reform which has been 
| proposed, because that scheme involves an effectual restraint on the oppressions. 
and exactions of his Excellency’s officers, and the means of ascertaining the 
equity of their demands on the landholders ; but if the change of disposition, 
adverted to in the third paragraph of your despatch of the 24th ultimo, shall 
have proved so essential as to lead his Excellency to acquiesce in the beneficial 
arrangements which he has hitherto resisted, you will, of course, under the 
instructions of the 19th ultimo, have prosecuted the negottation, which by 
the orders of Government of the 6th ultimo you were directed to suspend. 


9. [ am directed to signify to you his Excellency in Councils approbation of 
your intention to offer a charitable donation of one thousand rupees on the 
occasion of the Vizier’s recovery from his late severe indisposition, and you 
are authorized to charge also to the public account the further sum of five 
hundred rupees which you proposed to offer on your own part. You will, of 
course, take an opportunity of expressing to his Excellency the satisfaction 
with which the Vice-President in Council has received the intelligence of his 








recovery. 
} have, &c. 
Fort William, . (Signed) N. B. Epmonstone, 
2d August 1811. Chief Secretary to Government. 
al mi eas EXTRACT BENGAL POLITIGAL CONSULTATIONS, 
Consultations, 
20 Sept. 1811. The 20ih September 1811. 
Pe Ace ‘ To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq. Chief Secretary to Government. 
Lucknow. Sir: : 


1. Hts Excelleney the Vizier, although uniformly convalescent since the dis- 
patch of my letter to your address under date the 24th ultimo, has not hitherto 
authorized me to report his entire recovery for the satisfaction of the Vice- 
President in Council, nor has he resamed the consideration or discussion of any 
question of importance depending between the two States. : 


2. He has, however, on one or two recent occasions, expressed his resolution to 
review the whole of the correspondence between us on the important subject of 
reform, for the purpose of preparing his answer to the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General’s letter, and he has further declared his intention of an- 
nouncing to ine, at an early period, his sentiments and ultimate decision on 
the subject of the Vice-President’s letter, regarding the claims of the family of 
Hyder Beg, as well as his final determination on some other subordinate ques- 
tions, the adjustment of which has been protracted by his Excellency’s tecent 
indisposition. | 


S. Although satisfied of the Vizier's recovery, and aware of his untoward dis- 
position to procrastinate, by every possible pretext, the satisfactory adjustment 
of questions on which his own unbiassed judgment must be. at variance with his 
personal interests.and views, I have nevertheless thought it my duty to refrain 
from frequently urging his Excellency on any of the points under discyssion,. 
and have contented myself with expressing my regret, that the peculiar nature 
and unhappy protraction of his illness should have withdrawn his attention, at 
so critical a period, from the most important concerns of his gove t, an 
should have suspended the adjustment of questions, in which the conimon 
Pete and reputation of both Governments are so eminently and particularly 
involved. 7 


4, I can- 
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4. 1 cannot offer.any..conjecture regarding the probable time ef my being 
engbled‘te report, fet. the information of the Government, the final. decision, of 
the Vizier on any of the questions that are pendipg;.but I shall take.advan-. 
tage of every opportunity to recall them to his Excellency’s notice, and I shall 


use every pqssible argument, and every effort of my judgment, to produce a 


satisfactory rebult 

5."-In the mean time, I consider it to be my duty to submit, for the perusal 
of the: Honourable the Vice-President in Council, the enclosed translations and 
copies of some letters and other documents which have recently passed between 
his Excellency the Vizier and myself, upon one of the points that are noticed 
in the Governor-General’s Jetter to his Excellency, under date the 28th of 
December, namely, the restoration of Tujummool Hoosein Khan's jagier. 


6. In no instance, whatever, has a vindictive spirit of resentment‘in the mind 
of his Exeellency the Vizier towards the dependants of the British Government 
been more forcibly manifested than in his conduct to the only son and repre- 
sentative of his late respectable minister, the preceptor of his earliest youth, and 
the most faithful adherent of his fortunes, Tufuzzool Hoosein Khan. ° 


7. The implacable enmity with which, ona former occasion, the Vizier would 
have perseeuted Tujummool Hoosein Khan to perpetual imprisonment, or, per- 
haps, to an ignominious death, on the ground of a false and fabricated accusa- 
tion of treason ; the eagerness with which his Excellency took advantage of a 
recent opportunity to deprive Tujummool of advantages arising from the pos- 
session of his jagier ; and, finally, the anxiety with which his Excellency now 
seeks for, and instigates the most frivolous and vexatious complaints against the 
landholders :and peasantry of the jagier, in the hope of compelling the pos- 
sessor to relinquish his just right, or to forego a number of its advantages, are 
all equally demonstrative of the unhappy disposition of mind, with regard to 
the dependants of our Government, which I have so often ascribed to the 
Vizier, and which would seem to be daily increasing, instead of yielding, in any 
degree, to my respectful remonstrances against it, or to the correct and submis- 
sive demeanour of the persons who are subjected to its effects. 


8. I trust that the tenor of my last letter to his Excellency, on the subject of 
Tujummool Hoosein Khan’s jagier, will suspend for a considerable time, if it 
do no not intirely preclude, the renewal of those frivolous complaints; and, at 
all events, I am already so completely in possession of the sentiments and wishes 
of the Government, with a reference to Tujummool and his jagier, that the 
object of the foregoing remarks is merely to illustrate a correspondence, which I 
ap deemed it to be my duty to submit for the notice of the Vice-President 
in Council. 


9. In addition to the correspondence above-noticed, I transmit to you, for his 
Excelleney’s perusal, a translation of a letter to my address, and of instructions 
to the Catwal of Lucknow, which I have more recently received from the 
Vizicr, on a subject highly interesting in itself, and connected with the general 
question of reform, as discussed in the Governor-General’s letter, and par- 
ticularly in his Lordship in Council's instructions, under date the 28th of Decem= 
ber, namely, the police of the metropolis of Oude. 


10. Being occupied ip preparing an answer to his Excellency the Vizier’s 


letter on this subject, in which I propose to review the proceedings of the 
nominal coarts of justice at Lucknow, and the conduct of the police of the 
city, in as fur as they have fallen under my observation since my taking charge 
of the Resideney at this Court, I shall postpone the submission of any remarks 
on his Excellency’s letter, or its enclosure, and shall make them the subject of @ 
separate despatch on a futyre more convenient occasion. a irae ee 
a oe ee — Thave, & te 

Fist August 1811. : ~ on Resident. 
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-. From His Excellency the Vizier. . (Received the 29d July 18g.) fo. 

I transmit a copy of an arzee receivedfrom Jumal-god-deen, Aumil,, tetting 
forth the rebellious and refractory-conduct of the Zemindars of Muchgawan in 
Hurdooee, the jagier of Tujummool Hoossein Khan, with a reference to the 
boundary of the village of Malickpore Burnah, belonging to the Khatsah. 
My hesitation in giving up the jagier to the management of the Khan proceeded 
on my natural apprehension of such occurrences as this, which has now been 
realized; and as such conduct must necessarily occasion loss to the Sircar, [ 
desire that you will write to the Khan to prohibit such practices on the part of 
his Zemindars. . 





The Arzee of Jumal-ocd-deen, duted 27th of Jemadee-oo-sanee. 


' Between the Zemindars of Malickpoor Burnah, in Pergunnah Raee Barrellie 
and the Zemindars of Muchgawan in Hurdooee, Tujummool Hoosein Khan's 
jagier, aditspute had long ago subsisted respecting the limits of their villages, 
and many years be elapsed since a settlement of the dispute was effected, and 
the disputed lands were assigned by arbitration to the Zemindars of Malickpoor 
Burnab, who continued in the possession of those lands till the year 19)8 
fusly, and have several documents to this effect under the seal of Almass Alee 
Khaa, formerly manager of the jagier. During the time of Joogul Kishore, late 
Aumil of Barellie, the Zemindars of Muchgawan attempted to repossess those 
lands, but their claim being totally groundless, the lands continued, as before, in 
the possession of the Zemindars of Malickpoor. 


Recently, when those latter Zemindars commenced the cultivation of the lands 
for the present fusly year 1219, about three hundred armed men from the village 
of Muchgaun prevented them from doing so, and are acting in a rebellious 
manner to the tnanifest loss of the Sircar. I have, therefore, represented the 
whole matter to the Presence, in the hope that orders may be issued to 
Tujummool Hoosein Khan for the punishinent of his Zemindars, or that I may 
be authorized to adopt measures for this purpose. 


True translations : 


(Signed) J. Batture, 
Resident. 





. To Lis Excellency the Vizier. (Written 3d August 1811.) 


I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter, dated the 23d 
ultimo, with the enclosed arzee from Jumal-ood-deen, conveying a complaint 
against certain Zemindars of the village of Muchgaun in Tujummool Hoosein 
Khan's jagier. | | 

Immediately after the restoration of the jagier by your Excellency, in com- 
pliance with the earnest advice of the Right Honourable the Governor-General 
in Council, while announcing this happy event to the Jagierdar, I cautioned 
him, in terms the most impressive, with a view to the prevention of complaints 
of the nature which is now before me, and I had every reason to be satisfied 
with the assurances which he .conveyed to me on that occasion, and with his 
subsequent becoming conduct in taking written obligations from all his Zemm- 
dars for their peaceable and submissive beliaviour, with a reference to your 
Excellency’s Auwmils, and to all the surrounding Zemindars. 


Under these ‘circumstances, I was naturally mortified and surprized at the 
nature of the complaint which your Excellency found it necessary to convey to 
me, and [ instantly summoned the Dewan of Tujummoo] Hoosein Khan to rebuke 
him for the supposed misconduct which had given rise to it. I further wrote a 
letter to the Jagierdar in the terms of the accompanying document; and I have 
received from him, both verbally and iti writing, the most positive and solemn 
assurances that the complaint is totally proundless. A copy of his letter to my 
address, with three original and authentic documents whieh were enclosed in 
It, are transmitted for your Excellency’s perusal; and I beg that you will con- 
sider them attentively, and inform me of their effect upon your mind. rr 

O 
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To my’candid and unprejudiced judgment, the enclosed documents establish, 
in‘a most ‘sétisfactoty manner, the innocence of the Zemindars of the jagier, and 
the groundless nature of the complaints which the Aumil has preferred against 
them. 

: A true copy’ 
' (Signed) J. BAILLIE,. 
Resident. 





From Tujummool Hoosein Khan to the Resident. (Received the 3d 
August 1811.) 


After the usual compliments. 


I have been favoured with your letter conveying a copy of his Excellency the 
Vizier’s shookha to your address, and a copy of the arzee of Jumal-ood-deen, 
Aumil of Dalmow Barellie, addressed tohis Excellency, respecting disturbances 
said to be excited by the Zemindars of Muchgawan in my jagier with the Ze- 
mindars of Malikpoor Burnah belonging to the Khalsa. Immediately on my 
receipt of your letter J despatched a servant to Hurdooce, to ascertain the 
real circumstances of the case, which I now proceed to submit to you. The 
lands which are now in dispute have been in the possession of the Zemindars of 
Muchgawan from time immemorial till the fusly year 1217, and the Zemindars 
of Malikpore Burnah had never till then preferred any claim whatever to those 
Jands. In the fusly year 1217, about a month before the jagicr was restored 
to me, when the servants of Sewukram left the district, Nujum-ood-deen, 
the Aumil of Barellie, taking advantage of the absence of my Aumil, brought 
people with him to the boundary and began to cut down the grain, which he 
took away. The Zemindars of Muchgawan came to me to complain of this 
outrage, and I, being ever desirous of avoiding any ground of complaint, 
sent Mohummud Roshun, the Naib of Hurdooee, to Jumal-ood-deen, Aumil 
of Barellie, with a view to an amicable adjustment of the dispute. Jumal-ood- 
deen accordingly proposed to settle the matter by reference to witnesses on 
both sides, and for this purpose got the Zemindars of Malikpore Burnah and 
Muchgawan to execute an ekrar namah and moochulka, which he put upon the 
records of his office, of which I enclose copies, attested by Nowindah Ray, 
Canoongoe of Barellic, for your information ; and I issued positive orders to 
the Zemindars of Muchgawan not on any account, to sow the ground, though 
they might be losers by this order, till the dispute should be finally settled, nor 
has any one to the present time even ploughed the ground : and, notwithstand- 
ing that Jumal-ood-deen originally proposed this mode of settlement, he 
has directed the Zemindars of Malikpore Burnah to cultivate the lands in 
dispute. The Zemindars of Muchgawan have merely represented to the Ze- 
mindars of Malikpore Burnah, that they should abstain from cultivating the 
ground till the dispute might be scttled by witnesses, and no other circum- 
stance, nor even conversation, by which any disturbance could b® raised, 
has passed between the parties. But Jumal-ood-deen has misrepresented the 
circumstances, and brought forward the above message as a cause of complaint, 
and submitted it as such to the Presence. 


With regard to what he has written in his arzee, that the ground in question 
was in the possession of the Zemindars of Malikpore Burnah till the year 1218, 
this assertion is totally false, and is in opposition to the contents of the ekrar 
namah. As a faithful subject of this Government, and submissive in every 
respect to your commands,‘ it is impossible that I should have departed from 
the orders which you conveyed to me at the time of the restoration of my 
Jagier,, In obedience to those orders, I took written obligations from all the 
Zemindars. of the jagicr for their peaceable and submissive conduct with a 
reference to the Zemindars of the Khalsa. In the month of Rubbee-oos-sanec, 
two brothers of Hinna Dobay, Zemindar of Purnawan, in the jagier, were 
killed by Neel Kanth, Puttadar of Serai, in the Elaka of Hydergurh, belonging 
to the Khalsa,. without any cause whatever; yet the Zemindars of the above 
place did not retaliate on that occasion, nor did | represent the circumstances to 
the Presence, from the fear of giving trouble or offence: and how then is it 
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possible that the Zemindars of the jagier should have acted on the present 
occasion in the outrageous manner which is described by the Aumil? J 
enclose copies of two statements; one of the innocence of the Zemindars of 
Muchgawan, attested by several Zemindars of Barellie, and the other containin 
proof that the land in question belongs to Muchgawan, attested by several Zemin. 
dars belonging to the Khalsa, as also a Moochulka from the Zemindars of 
Malikpore Burnah, executed in the year 1212 Hijree; from a perusal of all 
which you will be fully acquainted with the real circumstances of the case. 


A true translation: 


(Signed) J. Bainter, 
Resident. 





Here follow copies of the enclosures mentioned in this letter, which it hag 
not been deemed necessary to translate. 





From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 13th August 1811.) 


I transmit, for your perusal, a statement having reference to the boundary 
of the town of Hurdooee Khiass, in the jagier of Tujummool Hoossein Khan, 
and of the adjacent village of Rampore, in purgunnah Tholundee, belonging 
to the Khalsa. 


I hesitated in giving the jagicr from apprehensions of this nature alone, and 
my fears have been all realized. 


Statement enclosed in the preceding. 


The following is a coriect statement of the boundary of Kusbah Hurdooee 
Khass, belonging to the jagier of Tujummool Hoosein Khan, and the village 
of Rampore Mohee-ood-deen, in purgunnah Tholindee, attested under the 
seals of Gunga Persaud, Mohurrir of the Seeghadars, Sheo Gholam Sing, Chow- 
dree of purgunnah Tholindee, Shewa Chowdree, Kadir Bukhsh and Fukeer 
Bukhsh, Canoongoes of the said purgunnah. 


Heera Sing, the Zemindar of Hurdooee Khass, with great audacity, being 
supported by the Aumil of the jagier, laid claim to about one hundred 
and fifty begahs of ground capable of cultivation, besides the jungle lands, 
and raised a disturbance in the district with a view to obtaining possession. In 
order to quell this disturbance and scttle the dispute between the Zemindars in 
the fusly year 1192, in presence of Fyz Bukhsh, the Tehsildar of Hurdooee, 
Naib of the late Almass Alee Khan, and Mal Doss, the Tehsildar of purgunnah 
Tholindee, Naib of Rajah Setul Pershaud deceased, and of many Seeghadars 
and Zemindars of the neighbouring villages, the trial of lifting a red-hot ball 
was ref€rred to; and as God is inclined to favour the just, the hand of Gunga, 
Zemindar of Hurdooee, was burnt, from which period till the year 1209 fusly, 
the lands in question were considered as the property of the Zemindars of 
Rampore. 


In the year 1210, however, owing to the support of the Naib of Almass 
Alee Khan and to the disturbances excited by the said Heera Sing, Zemin- 
dar of Hurdooee, the lands were allowed to lie waste and have never. been cullti- 
vated since that period. 


As the country has now become amaunee, tlie Zemindars of sg ae wish 
to plough and cultivate their lands, which Heera Sing and other Zemindars 
of Hurdooee, being protected by ‘Tujummool Hoosein Khan, prevent them. 
from qloing, and intend to build a garden-house on the ground. 


True translations: 
Signed J. BAILLIE, 
(Signed) Resident. 
To 
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To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 26th. August 1811.) 


I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter, dated the 13tlr 
instant, with the enclosed statement, having reference to the boundary of Hur- 
dooee, in ‘Tujummool Hoosein Khan's jagier. - . 


From the tenor of this statement,. it appears that the lands which are now 
in dispute have been suffered to lie waste entirely, and have never been occupied 
by the Zemindars of Rampore or of Hurdovee since the year 1210 fusly, a period 
of nine years: and this circumstance, of itself, seeins to me to be nearly con- 
clusive against the right of the Zemindars of Rampore, who, if their claim were 
not totally groundless, would most probably have asserted their right, and have 
obtained possession of the lands during the management of Ruhmut Alee Khan or 
Khanazad, or would at all events have preferred a complaint to your Excellency 
long ago on the subject of their present claim. But independently of the above 
consideration, as during the whole of the year 1218 the jagier was under the 
management of Sewah Ram, an Aumil of your Excellency’s choice, it is a matter 
of the greatest surprize, and totally unaccountable to me, consistently with the 
justice of the present demand, that the Zemindars of Rampore should have 
been silent on the subject of their right during all that year, and should never 
have attempted to cultivate or take possession of the lands until now, when insti- 
gated to the measure, as it appears, by your Excellency’s Aumil of Tholindee, 
under authority that might naturally be deduced from a source to which I 
should be very sorry to ascribe such a circumstance. 


With a reference to your Excellency’s remark, “ that you hesitated in giving 
‘€ the jagicr from apprehensions of this nature,” though it be ever my earnest 
desire to respect and support, instead of controverting your Excellency’s obser- 
vations, 1 cannot, with any justice, on the present occasion, admit that your 
Excellency has been pleased to confer a jagier on the Khan at the instance of the 
British Government; for, on the contrary, I have respectfully stated and proved 
to your Excellency, that the Jagier, which is the subject of this address, was the 
unquestionable gift of your predecessor to the late Tufuzzool Hoosein Khan, 
under a regular altumgha grant descending to his heirs and successors, and con- 
sequently inherited by his only legitimate son, the present lawful possessor, and 
that the temporary consignment of the jagier to the management of Almass Alee 
Khan, Ruhmut, and Khanazad, could never be considered as a transfer of the 
property from the Jagierdar, so as to require or authorize a grant de novo by 
your Excellency. I submit for your Excellency’s perusal a copy of the answer 
of Tujummool Hoosein Khan to the statement received in your letter ; and, ‘with 
a reference to the present and all such future complaints, I consider it to be mv 
duty to remark, that the character and conduct of the Jagierdar, and the re- 
peated admonitions which 1 conveyed to him, preclude the possibility of my 
belief, that either he, or any person under his authority, should at any time sanc- 
tion or permit, far less support or encourage, opposition to your Excellency’s 
will, or disputes with other subjects of your Government on the part of Zemin- 
dars in his jagier. But if your officers and subjects be disposed and encouraged 
to oppress the Zemindars of the jagier, and to prefer groundless cowplaints to 
your Excellency, I foresee much inconvenience aud unpleasant discussion 
between us, which it will not be in my power nor the Jagicrdar’s to prevent. 

A true copy: 
(Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
Resident. 





Answer to Statement respecting the disputed Boundary of Hurdooce, in the Jagier 
of Tujummool Hoosein Khan, and Rampore Mohee-oud Deen, in Purgunnah 


Lholindee, belonging to the Khalsa. 


The ground in dispute belongs to Hurdooee and has no connection whatever 
with Tholindee. With regard to what is written in the statement, that in the 
fusly year 1192 the ordeal of lifting a red-hot ball was resorted to; that the 


hand of Gunga, Zemindar of Hurdooce, was burnt; and that, from that period 
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till the year 1209 fusly, the lands in question were considered as the property 
of the Zemindars of Rampore, &c. The case is this: 


In the fusly year 1192, a dispute respecting the boundary took place between 
the parties, who referred their dispute to arbitration, and the arbitrators tuok a 
moochulka, or penal bond, from both parties to the following effect: that if 
either party should lift a red-hot ball, and thereby prove his right, the ground 
should be considered as his, and the moochulka should be delivered to him as a 
dustavez, or voucher, for his future possession. The red-hot ball was accord- 
ingly taken up by Gunga, Zemiudar of Hurdooee, uncle to Heera Sing, the 
present Zemindar of that place, and thrown to the spot in dispute; and as he 
was not injured in the least by the red-hot ball, his right to the ground was 
established, the arbitrators set up boundary marks on the spot, and agreeably to 
the resolution they had formed, gave the moochulka to Gunga, Zemindar of 
Hurdooee. <A copy of this document is enclosed for his Excellency the Vizier's 
information. 

In the year 1211 fusly, the said Zemindars again excited disturbances, when 
the arbitrators re-assembled on the spot, and decided, that as Gunga Zemindar 
of Hurdooee, had in the fusly year 1192 taken up the red-hot ball, that ordeal 
should now be gone through by Golaub, the Zemindar of Rampore; to which 
Golaub at first gave his consent; but when the iron-smith had heated the ball 
Golaub refused to lift it; on which the arbitrators convinced Golaub of the 
injustice of his claim, and in order to quell the disturbance they gave about 
thirty begahs of land fromthe Zemindar of Hurdooce to the Zemindar of Ram. 
pore, on which spot pillars of demarkation were erected, remains of which are 
to be seen at this day. A copy of the moochulka of the parties which was 
given to the punchayet, and a copy of the final agreement, are enclosed for fur- 
ther information. 


It is next alleged in the statement, that the Zcmindars of Rampore wish to 
plough and cultivate their lands, which the Zemindars of Hurdooee prevent them 
from doing, and intend building a garden-house on the ground. This statement 
is entirely false and unfounded. ‘The Zemindars of Hurdooce have no inten. 
tion of erecting a garden-house, nor has a single person from the other party 
appeared as yet to cultivate the ground, which, owing to the wretched and 
ruinous condition of the Zemindars of Hurdvoee, and to no other cause, has 
been lying waste for several years. Lvery person in the neighbourhood is well 
acquainted with the truth of what is here stated, and Heera Sing, the Ze- 
mindar of Hurdooee, is ready to undergo the ordeal again to establish his 
just right. 

A true translation : 
(Signed) J. Bairuie, 
Resident. 





Moochulka, under the Signature of Gunga, Zemindar of Hurdooee, and Fudae 
of Rampore, Purgunnah Tholindee, witnessed by Gungaram, Bhao Sing, Zora- 
nur Sing, and Girdharce Loll, Canoongoes of Purgunnah Hurdooee, and others. 


We, Gunga, Zemindar of Kusbah Hurdoove, and Hudae, Zemindar of Ram- 
pore, Purgunnah Tholindee, having formerly agreed to submit a dispute 
between us respecting the limits of our respective villages to arbitration by 
punchayet, and it having been determined by the arbitrators, with our mutual 
consent, that Gunga should establish the just boundary of Hurdooee by the 
ordeal of lifting a red-hot ball, after which a moochulka, under our joint signa- 
tures, fixing the boundary between us, should be given to Gunga, and 
remain forever in his possession; therefore the dispute being now settled in 
the manner above described, and Gunga having submitted to the ordeal, this 
moochulka has been delivered to him accordingly. : 

Dated 25th Rubbee-ool-awul, 1210 Hijrec, or 1192 Vusly, or Sumbut 1843. 

A true translation : 
(Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
Resident. 
Moochulha 
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Moochulka, under the Signatures of Golaub, Mokuddum of Rampore in Per- 
nah Tholindee, and Mudaree Zemindar of Kusbah Hurdooee Khass, attested 
by Khandy Sing, Ameen of Almass Alee Khan, and others. | 


We, Golaub, Mokuddum of Rampore, in purgunnah Tholindee, and Mu- 
daree, Zemindar of Kusbah Hurdooee Khas, do hereby agree to abide by the 
decision of the punchayet regarding the dispute subsisting between us about the 
boundary of our villages, and to this effect we have written and delivered the 
present moochulka to Almass Alee Khan. Whoever shall depart from, or re- 
ject the decision of the punchayet shall be considered as a criminal to the state. 


In witness whereof, &c., dated the 5th Shabaun, 1211 Fusly, or 1218 Hijree. 
A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Bar.uie, 
Resident. 





Razee Numa entered into between Golaub, Mokuddum of Rampore, in Pur- 
gunnah Tholindee, and Mudaree, Zemindar of Kusbah Hurdooce Khass, wit- 
nessed by Dhun Sing and Gunga Sing, Zemindars of the village of Omrawan, 
in Purgunnah Sumrowteh, Dhokul Sing and Dhun Sing, Zemindars of the village 
of Aleepore, in Purgunnah Sumrowteh, and Narrain and Maun, Zemindars of 
the village of Deedwur, in Purgunnah Roy Barellie, Sewa Sookhioll and Mohkum, 
Chowdries of Buchrawan, in Purgunnah Tholundee, Sheikh Bughoo and Imaum 
Buksh, Canoongoes of Purgunnah Tholindee, Bukhtawur and Bustee, Chowdries. 
of the village of Sulecto, in Purgunnah Hurdooee, Zorawur Sing Dena and 
Gunga Persaud, Canoongoes of Hurdooee, and Khandy Sing, Ameen of 
Almass Alee Khan, and Gokul Sing, Ameen of Roy Sumbhonauth, Pershaud 
and Gujraj, Chowdries of Hlussenpore tn Hurdooee. 


We, Golaub, Mokuddum of Rampore, in purgunnah Tholindee, and Mudaree, 
Zemindar of Kusbah Hurdooee Khass, do hereby acknowledge and declare, that 
having already granted a moochulka to Almass Alee Khan and Roy Sumboo- 
nauth, binding ourselves to abide by the decision of the punchayet respecting 
the limits of our respective villages, if either of us, or any of our dependents 
shall hereafter occasion a dispute or refiise to abide by such decision, we shall be 
accounted as criminals against the state, and subject to punishment accordingly. 


In witness whereof, &c. dated the 5th Shabaun, 1211 Fusly, or 1218 Hijree. 
A true translation: 


(Signed) J. Batiute, 
Resident. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 15th November 1811. 


To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 
Sir: 

1. In pursuance of the resolutionannounced to you in the concluding paragraph 
of my letter dated the 31st of August last, I have now the honour of trans- 
mitting to you the enclosed copies of letters which have passed between his 
Excellency the Vizier and me, on the subject of the police of his metropolis, 
and of the character and proceedings of the courts of justice, as they are termed, 
which his Excellency has established in Lucknow. 


2. In as far as appearances indicate, the effect of my last letter to his Excel- 
lency on this subject has been salutary, to the extent of engaging his serious 
attention to the evils which I have described and their remedy ; though his 
actual, or intended, adoption of any of the measures suggested, has not hitherto 
been announced. 


3. His Excellency’s frequent complaints of some slight return of indisposi- 
tion preclude the propriety of my aa to a final declaration of his inten- 
3 tions 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
20 Sept. 1811. 


_ _ Enclosures 
tn Resident's Letter 


Bengal Politica] 
Consultations, 
15 Nov. 1811. 





Letter 
from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
15 Nov. 1811. 


SETAE 


Letter 


from the Vizier. 


Enclosure 
wn Vizier's Letter. 


256. OUDE PAPERS: 


tions of any of the questions that are pending, and it is totally impossible 1 
predict at what period he may be pleased to announce to me his entire tecovery 
from an illness that I have uniformly considered to be trifling, and by no means 
of a nature to prevent the despatch of important business. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baruuie, 
28th October 1811. Resident. 





From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 27th August 1811.) 

I transmit, for your previous inspection, copies of a proclamation and orders 
which I propose issuing, with a view to the protection of the inhabitants of the 
city of Lucknow against robbery. Return the documents to me when you have 
perused them. 

Proclamation. 


This is to give notice, that no person residing in the city is hereafter unne- 
cessarily to quit his house after the hour of twelve o’clock at night. If an 
person be obliged by indispensable business to be absent from home after that 
hour, he must be furnished with a light, such as a lamp or flambeau, and must 
be unarmed ; and when challenged by the guards, who are appointed to patrol 
the streets during the night, he is to give a ready answer, and to state the 
reason of his being abroad. Any one who, after the above hour, shall be found 
in the streets with arms in his hands, without a light, and on being challenged 
shall not explain in a satisfactory manner the reason of his being from home, 
or shall prevaricate in his replies to the patrol, shall be immediately taken into 
custody. 
A true translation : 

(Signed) J. BAaiLure, 
Resident. 





Orders addressed to Dhoomun Beg, Cutwal. 


It being the constant object of my wishes and anxiety to secure to my sub- 
jects the protection and peaceable enjoyment of their lives and property, I have 
therefore, with a view of putting an effectual stop to the perpetration of 
robbery and murder in this city for the future, issued the following rules, which 
it will be your duty hereafter to observe. You must be peculiarly alert and 
vigilant, both night and day, and must take care that no inhabitant of the city 
sustain the least injury from robbers. 

First. — Your deputy, attended by a guard, must patrol the streets of the city 
from twelve o’clock at night until morning, for the purpose of seizing thieves 
and protecting the citizens from being attacked by them. 


Second.—The proclamation, a copy of which is enclosed, is to be pasted up 
in the most public places of the city for the period of three days, after which 
you are to direct your deputy to apprehend and lodge in the Chebootra for 
examination all persons who may be found strolling in the city after the hour of 
twelve o’clock at night, with arms in their hands, without a light, and who 
may refuse to assign the cause of their being from home, or may prevaricate 
in their answers to the patrol. If, on examination, they shall be found to be 
delinquents, the report concerning them is to specify whether or not they are 
servants of the Presence,—if not servants, on whom they depend. If 
nothing shall appear against them they are to be discharged. 


Thirdly.—If any person shall be found with implements prepared for rob- 
bing or house-breaking, such as those used in mining, rope-ladders, nooses, oF 
bunches of keys, and the like, or may be found in the act of mining, or placing 
ladders against the wall of a house, they are to be taken into custody imme- 
diately ; but if those implements shall not be found in their possession, they are 
not to be confined. 


Fourthly.—If any person be taken up for theft or robbery, or if any citizen 
shall inform against another as belonging to a party of thieves, you are to 


enquire of the informer the means by which he can establish his accusation 5 
an 
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and if the proofs shall appear to be satisfactory, you are to report the circum- 
stances of the case and proceed as hereafter commanded. 


Fifthly —Every person seized for robbery, and against whom sufficient proof 
of the crime shall appear, is to be handed over to the Adawlut, to be dealt with 
according to law, as in cases of this nature the law alone is to have effect, and 
the Presence can take no cognizance of such cases. 


Sixthly.—In carrying into execution the foregoing orders the utmost caution 
must be observed, for the purpose of preventing bloodshed, in seizing the per- 
sons of robbers; but if a robber shall make use of arms in his defence, you are 
to employ the same means to apprehend him. | . 


Seventhly.—All persons having empty houses to dispose of by hire must be 
prohibited from letting their houses without previous security, and being satis- 
fied on all points regarding the persons who may wish to reside in them. 


Eighthly.—-Every person once tried and punished for robbery or theft, if 
seized and convicted again of a similar offence by the Adawlut, according to 
law, shall be branded in the face with a hot iron, and be banished from the 
city for life, the guards of the several entrances being strictly enjoined to prevent 
such persons from returning. 


Ninthly.—The assembling of idle persons and people of bad and disorderly 
habits is to be prevented. Hircarrahs are to be employed to bring intelligence 
of such meetings, and on receiving such intelligence you are to send a person to 
cause them to disperse. You are likewise to summon all such disorderly per- 
sons before you, and take written securities for their future good behaviour, 
warning them that if found assembled again they will be taken into custody and 
punished. If, after such warning, they persist in disorderly conduct, you will 
furnish an account of them in writing, specifying whether they be servants or 
not, and on whom they are dependent if not servants. 

Tenthly.—The foregoing instructions are all that seem necessary for the 
present. You shall hereafter receive such further commands as circumstances 
may require for your guidance. 

A true translation : 
(Signed) J. BaIvuts, 
Resident. 





To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 4th September 1811.) 


] have been favoured with your Excellency’s letter, dated 4th of Shabaun 
(27th August), covering drafts of a proclamation and instructions addressed by 
your Excellency to the Cutwal of the city, with a view to the prevention of 
robbery. 


Although, from the tenor of your Excellency’s letter, it may be inferred, that 
by conveying to me the documents above-mentioned, your Excellency meant 
rather to apprize me of a determination already formed than to require my 
advice or concurrence in a measure that was merely contemplated, yet the secu- 
rity of the lives and property of so large a proportion of the people committed 
by Providence to your Excellency’s charge, is a subject of too important a 
nature to admit of my silence on this occasion, consistently with the duty which 
I owe to your Excellency as well as to my employers; and, accordingly, I had 
fully resolved to submit my sentiments on this subject at considerable length, 
in answer to your Excellency’s letter, but being prevented by your impatience 
for my reply, I shall postpone till a future opportunity the detail of the remarks 
which I have to offer, and I shall limit the present address to the following 
short observations. 


During a period of more than four years in which I have had the honour of 
residing at your Excellency’s Court, the instances of robbery and theft, attended 
frequently by murder, which have been daily brought to my notice, by the 
only report which I receive, namely, that of the Cutwal’s principal Chebootra 
in this city, have been constantly a subject of my regret. 

. The 
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The measures which your Excellency has now been pleased to announce to 
me have already, if my memory serve me, been adopted, and proved by expe- 
rience to be totally inadequate to their object, the protection of the city against 
robbery and murder as well as theft, which instead of having at all diminished 
during the period to which I refer, have appeared to me to increase in a great 
and alarming degree. Of the number of persons who have been plundered, 
it has never come to my knowledge that any individual has been redressed, b 
the restitution of the property stolen, or by the seizure and punishment of the 
offenders, I have myself repeatedly applied to your Excellency in behalf of 
English gentlemen and Natives, dependent on the British Government, residing 
in Lucknow or passing in the neighbourhood, who have been robbed, but my 
applications have been almost uniformly fruitless, and the evil against which | 
have remonstrated, namely, the total inattention of your Excellency’s Govern- 
ment to the prevention of robbery and theft, or the detection and punishment 
of robbers, the most important of the duties of a sovereign, has been increasing 
in such a degree, as to excite my most serious concern, and to induce the reso- 
lution of submitting to your Excellency the absolute necessity of a reform in the 
police of this city at the earliest practicable period. 


On the performance of this duty I was bent, when the arrival of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General’s letter to your Excellency, dated the 28th 
of December last, containing or referring to a more general and compre- 
hensive system of reform for every department of your administration, com- 
mencing with the collection of your revenue, suspended the execution of my 
design, and by engaging apparently your Excellency’s serious attention, afforded 
the happy presage of a complete and beneficial reform in every branch of your 
Government, including the department of police, which was intended, agree- 
ably to my instructions, to have followed, and not to have preceded the satisfac- 
tory settlement of the revenue. 


Your Excellency having now, however, of your own accord, and during the 
suspension of the other important and leading arrangements, turned your 
thoughts to the reform of the police and the prevention of disorders in the city, 
and having pressed me for a speedy answer to your letter, I shall only for the 
present observe, that the measures which your Excellency has described, though 
they appear to be for the most part unobjectionable, are, I fear, inadequate to 
the end. God grant that they succeed atid promote your Excellency’s repu- 
tation. 

A true copy: 
(Signed) J. BAILLis, 
Resident. 





From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 16th Shabaun 1226, or 6th 
September 1811.) 


I have received your letter of the 14th instant (4th September) in answer 
to my shookha of the 4th. / 


In reply to your observation, that in the long course of ‘‘ more than four 
years,” &c. the truth is, that thefts and robberies are not new occurrences: 
they were frequent before my accession to the musnud. ' Jt is evident that no 
regulations for the prevention of such evils were heretofore established, the 
observance of which, on my part, could have precluded robbery or theft, or the 
abolition of which by me could have revived the evils described. 


With regard to your remark, that “it has never come to your knowledge 
‘¢ that restitution was made to the persons plundered of their property, or that 
‘the plunderers had been seized and punished.” The matter stands thus: 
Whenever information reaches me of any persons having been robbed, orders 
are issued, without waiting for the complaint of that person, to search for and 
produce the stolen goods, and to apprehend the thief. The property, if reco- 
vered, is, after ascertaining the owner, restored to him. The offenders are also 


prosecuted by those whose business it is to convict them, and the menten CT re 
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the law, whether it be corporal punishment, fine, or imprisonment, is inflicted 
upon them. Agreeably to this practice, the property of several persons has 
been delivered over to you. It is, however, a custom among the people of 
this place to hide their wealth and effects, and then give out that they have 
been plundered. 


As to the robberies committed on English gentlemen and their dependants, 
of which you take notice, I certainly return you answers corresponding to the 
state of circumstances which come to my knowledge relative to the plunder 
of their effects. 


What may be the regulation in the British provinces for the recovery and 
restitution of stolen property, I am unable to assert or explain, for even there 
the declaration of the claimant, unsupported by credible testimony, is insuf- 
ficient to procure him redress, and of this fact 1 have myself had experience. 
What country, indeed, is there, in which thefts and robberies do not occur ? 
Though in my country an additional evil prevails, namely, that thousands of 
persons, through want of employment, are destitute of the means of subsis- 
tence, and it cannot, therefore, be a matter of surprise, that they should com- 
mit acts of the nature in question, ‘The number of men that I employ merely 
for the protection of the city, is greater than has ever been employed at any 
former period of time, and to secure that object no means in my power have 
been neglected ; but it is impossible for me, without legal conviction, to deprive 
any person of life or limb. What I had further to say to you on this subject, I 
communicated to you on Saturday, when we met, and it 18 of course still in 
your recollection. | 
A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Bariute, 
Resident. 





To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 7th October 1811.) 


In a letter which I addressed to your Excellency on the 14th of Shabaun 
(4th September last), I promised to submit to you, in detail, my sentiments on 
the important subject of the police of the metropolis of your dominions, and 
the protection and security of its inhabitants against the eccurrence of robbery 
and theft. I now proceed to the performance of my promise, and I shall 
conclude my present address by replying to certain remarks which are con- 
veyed by your Excellency’s letter, under date the 16th of Shabaun (6th Sep- 
tember). 


The extraordinary frequency of robbery and theft in this city appears to me 
to be ascribable, of necessity, to some one, or to all of the following causes : 
The connivance of the Cutwal and officers of your Excellency’s Adawlut with 
the perpetrators of those crimes, the neglect or incapacity of those officers, 
or their want of the necessary authority for prevention, detection, and punish- 
ment. 


That most of the officers of your Excellency’s courts of justice in this city 
are unworthy of the trusts which are reposed in them, and incapable of the 
discharge of their duties, I am fully warranted in inferring, from my personal 
observation and knowledge during a period of several years since the date of 
my arrival at Lucknow. It were improper without proof to assert, that they 
are equally corrupt as unworthy in the other respects which I have noticed ; 
but that this is also the fact, is the universal belief of the people, or at least 
of those with whom I have conversed on the subject ; and, indeed, when the 
salaries alone of your Excellency’s judges are considered, namely, allowances 
of from fifty to one hundred rupees at the utmost per mensem, it is scarcely 
possible to suppose that the great ends of justice can be answered, or the duties 
of a magistrate be performed with integrity, by persons who are thus circum- 
scribed, in the means of preserving their independence, or of supporting the 
dignity of their stations. 


3U I shall 
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I shall here detail, for your Excellency’s notice, what has gradually come to 
my knowledge regarding the character and conduct of your judges during the 
last four years. 


At the commencement of this period, it would appear that a person of the 
name of Ab-oor Rehm presided over the Foujdaree Adawlut, and was short 
afterwards dismissed, for reasons which I cannot with accuracy describe, but 
under circumstances which gave cause for the belief of his conviction, in your 
Excellency’s judgment, of some very heinous offence. He was succeeded in 
his office by a person named Obcid-oollah (more generally known as Noorool- 
lah), who exercised the chief authority in‘the Foujdaree Adawlut for a consi- 
derable period of time. The oppression of this person over the lower orders, 
and indeed over all classes of your Excellency’s subjects in the city, as 
described to me, had been boundless ; and on this account, I suppose, as well 
as his notorious conviction of bribery, he too was dismissed from his office in 
the course of the present year. But whatever has been the cause of his remo- 
val, the infamy which followed that event is known to exceed all descrip. 
tion. A multitude of unfortunate persons, from: whom he had extorted large 
sums of money as bribes, assembled tumultuously at his gate, for the pur- 
pose of inducing him to refund the profits of his corruption as a magistrate, 
and he was treated in the manner which he deserved, and which can never be 
forgotten in this city, where it was witnessed by all the population. At 
length, after having satisfied some of the most pressing demands to a consi- 
derable amount, as I have heard, he was freed from the importunities and 
indignities of the mob, through the interference of your Excellency’s son, 
Nusseer-ood-Dowlah, who placed him in a state of mild confinement’for a time; 
and he has since been liberated, as I learn, through the intercession of your 
Excellency’s servants (on’what grounds or from what motives, I know not), 
while the persons, his accusers, whom his tyranny and oppression had ruined, 
have had no justice nor redress. 


Saeed-ood-deen, who succeeded Noorvollah as chief judge of the Fouj- 
daree Adawlut, is reported, and I believe the report, to be still more unwortby 
than his predecessor of the sacred and important trust which your Excellency 
has been pleased to commit to him. Independently of his incapacity, from a 
total ignorance of the law, he is asserted to be still more corrupt, and to carry 
the practice of bribery, and ot levying contributions from both plaintiff and defen- 
dant in every cause, to a greater extent than any of his predecessors in office. 


If such be the character and conduct, and such they are stated and believed, 
of the Moulvees of the criminal court, or Foujdaree Adawlut of Lucknow, 
what I have heard of the Dewanee Adawlut, or of your E:xcellency’s civil court, 
yields in no respect to the former. It would occupy a volume, if detailed, but 
I shall not attempt a detail of it, and passing over the proceedings of that court 
in all other respects, I shall merely advert to the practice in every cause which 
comes before it, of altering and perverting the statements, not only of the con- 
tending parties, but also of the witnesses in the suit, and of exhibiting those 
garbled and fictitious statements, as the grounds of a legal decision, as contrary 
to law as to justice, and equally partial and corrupt. Of this deplorable practice 
I have myself had satisfactory proof on several occasions, in the course of 
trials in which subjects of the British Government have been parties (as in the 
cases of Moonshee Hussun Alee, of Moonshee Ameer Alee, and others), the 
proceedings in which were conducted by the officers of the Dewanec Adawlut. 


Your Excellency will probably observe, tht many of the circumstances 
which I have stated with a reference to both the Adawluts, being merely matters 
of hearsay, have no foundation in fact; yet I may be permitted to answer to 
this remark, that the general opinion and belief of a large portion of mankind 
cannot possibly be destitute of some foundation in truth, that I myself have had 
abundant proof of alterations being made in the written statements on both 
sides of a cause, and in taking down the testimony of witnesses; and that there 
is ample and just ground to infer, that persons in judicial situations, who have 


been guilty of this latter offence, would not hesitate to commit ~ most 
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So much with regard to the proceedings of the courts of justice in this city ; Tice 
and now, with a reference to the police, or to the conduct of your Excellency’s from Resident at 
Cutwals, the following is a summary of facts which consist with my particular Lucknow. 
knowledge, and from which the inference is sufficiently clear. 


heinous and most aggravated crimes, of which a corrupt magistrate can be Bengal Politival 


Meer Behadur Alee, who held the office of Cutwal at the period of my ar- 
rival in Lucknow, having been for some reason displaced, Dhoomun Beg was 
appointed to succeed him, and to this person an extraordinary establishment 
was assigned, with the view, as was naturally supposed, of effectually guarding 
the city, and protecting its inhabitants against theft, robbery, and murder, the 
alarming frequency of which had apparently at that time engaged your 
Excellency’s serious attention. 


The total and notorious failure of Dhoomun Beg in the discharge of all the 
duties of his office, the increase instead of diminution of the evils, for the pre- 
vention of which, apparently, so large an establishment had been assigned to 
him, can scarcely require to be stated. Every month, every weck, nay, every 
night of the year, I may say, has the house of some respectable inhabitant of 
this city, or some person whose supposed circumstances created temptation to 
thieves, been attacked and plundered by bands of robbers, who, without the 
smallest apprehension of consequences, proceed with torch Jights in their 
hands through the streets, to execute their atrocious purposes; and after 
violently entering the houses, extorting by violence and fear a confession and 
exposure of property, not content with the plunder of the whole, which is car- 
ried off in triumph unmolested, they shut up the sufferers in their rooms and 
leave them to perish unheard, or, if heard, without hope of redress. 


It is known to your Excellency, as well as to me, not only that the establish- 
ment of armed Peons under the authority of the Cutwal is sufficient to enable 
that officer to have ample guards in every street and corner of the town, for 
the protection of the inhabitants from robbery, but that numerous guards are 
actually posted by the Cutwal in every street and corner during the night, who 
u¥ehe eflectually preclude the perpetration of the crimes which I have stated. 
It is further the practice of the Cutwal, under your Excellency’s orders, as I 
suppose, that on every occasion of a robbery, a particular and an accurate list 
of the articles stolen be demanded and delivered, under a penalty, by the person 
whose house has been plundered, with the avowed view of detection. Yet, 
under all these circumstances of apparent vigilance and precaution, it has never 
come to my knowledge, that the property of any person plundered has been 
restored, or that a robber has been detected and punished; and certainly, upon 
thesc grounds alone, there is obvious reason for inferring the most culpable 
neglect of the Cutwal, or his total incapacity for his office. 


But let me inquire into the conduct of this officer, and the gencral manage- 
ment of the police, in another and more satisfactory manner. Who are the per- 
petrators of those crimes? Are they the inhabitants of your Excellency’s capital, 
ur marauders from the surrounding country ? In the first case, as it is perfectly 
known that every street, nay every corner and alley, has not only its permanent 
guards, but Hurkarras and spies for Kote Gushtec to gain intelligence from every 
house in the town, it is certainly a matter of surprize, that no account can 
be had of those residentiary robbers and thieves who infest the peace of the 
city. In the sccond case, since it is fully established that no person, of 
whatever condition, respectability, or rank, can at any time have egress from 
the city without a passport from your Excellency’s officers, nor can any person 
enter the town without being subjected to a minute and rigorous search, the 
ingress and egress of thieves, save by connivance of the Cutwal or his subor- 
dinates, are matters of still greater wonder. 


Again, regarding the property stolen, let me inquire: Do the thieves hoard it 
Up In their houses? That they do not is the most probable supposition ; and, in 
this case, it unquestionably follows, that they dispose of their stolen goods in 
ss the 
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the city, or carry them outof ittosome other market for sale: yet the Cutwal, as I 
am credibly informed, by your Excellency’s positive orders, has taken - moochul 

kas, or penal bonds, from all the shopkeepers in the city, binding them not is 
purchase or sell goods of any des¢ription, including vessels and ornaments or 
trinkets of silver or gold, without first giving notice at the chebootra, as well ot 
the article to be purchased or sold, as of the name and place of residence of the 
purchaser or vender : and under such circumstances, it is difficult to conceive how 
the thieves can dispose of their plunder in the city, without its being known to 
the Cutwal. But to carry it out of the city without his connivance and consent 
seems to me to be still more difficult, or indeed to be totally impossible, since 
we know, as already observed, that a written passport is indispensable, and that 
even a passport does not preclude the minutest search, by the guards, of every 
passenger at the gates of the city; nay, that persons of the poorest class having 
a few rupees in their girdles, are daily seized by the guards and violently brought 
back to the Cutwal, to be punished or fined at his discretion. The inevitable 
conclusion from these facts is, that the Cutwal must be in league with the thieves 

or must be totally unmindful of his duty, or that the necessary authority is 
wanting to put a stop tothe depredations which prevail. : 


In the first and second of these cases, the Cutwal is obviously unworthy of 
the important trust that is reposed in him, and moreover is deserving of punish- 
ment. In the third case, if it be true, as I suppose, that authority alone is 
wanting to the Cutwal, the fault or defect is in the system, not with him, and 
he cannot be considered as responsible. | 


In reality, according tomy judgment, the system of your Excellency’s police 
is extremely defective and inefficient; and the weak and partial improvements 
which your Excellency has now in contemplation, and which, if I mistake not, 
have already been attempted and have failed, are in my opinion very unlikely to 
have any beneficial effect. The measures which | should deem most effectual 
towards the prevention or diminution of robberies and other crimes in this city, 
and in your Excellency’s dominions at large, are as follow. 


That your Excelleney should, in the first place, select men of strict honour 
and integrity, of respectable birth and education, learned and skilful in the 
law, expert and assiduous in busincss, to be the judges of the two courts of 


justice in your capita], with salarics suitable to their stations, established on the 


most liberal scale, and powers entirely independent, in the exercise of their 
judicial functions, of your Excellency and the ministers of your Government: 
with this exception alone, that thetfgproccedings in criminal cases, with the 
sentence or legal decision, frdesaneal without reference to your Excellency 
or your ministers,) be finally reported’ to the Presence, for the purpose of being 
carried into effect. That, in short, your Excellency’s authority should never 
interfere nor be referred to, save in cases of resistance to the judges, and for the 
purpose of the execution of their decrees, and, above all, that the situations of 
the judges should be permanent; that they should on no account be subject to 
removal without conviction of incapacity, or crime. 


The Cutwal of the city, in like manner, should be a person of the strictest 
integrity, distinguished for activity and zeal, diligent in the discharge of Ins 
duties, and watchful to preserve the peace of the city and to protect the lives and 
property of the inhabitants. 


Under the authority of such an officer as this, if he were vested with the 
necessary powers, the establishment already maintained of Peadas, Hirkarras, 
and Khakroubs, would be amply sufficient for the protection of the peaceful 
inhabitants of the city and the prevention or detection of crimes. The character, 
condition, and circumstances of every individual in the town might be easily 
made known to the Cutwal, through the medium of those Hirkarras an 
Khakroubs, without any oppression of the inhabitants by unnecessary intrusion 
into their houses. Regarding persons who have no employment or osterisible 
means of subsistence, a stricter inquiry might be made; and the information 
thus obtained, and properly used by the Cutwal, would speedily tend to the 
decrease of every species of vice. . - 

¢ 
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” The authorlty of the Cutwal.of the city sliould be immediately dependent on 
the judges of the Foujdaree Adawlut, to whom his proceedings should be 
reported, and under whose control he should be placed ; and for the purpose of 
aiding the Cutwal in the general superintendence of the police of so extensive a 
city as Lucknow, it seems expedient that subordinate Cutwals be appointed and 
stationed in the principal quarters of the city, where guards are at present placed. 
Those subordinate officers also should, of course, be respectable in their charac- 
ters, just and upright in their conduct, and experienced in the duties of the 
police. It should be the province of those suburdinate officers to watch over the 
eonduct of the inhabitants in: the several departments under their charge; and 
in the case of any robbery being committed, and the thieves or robbers being 
found in their circles, to seize them without any delay. 


_ Under arrangements of the nature described, improved by your Excellency’s 
wisdom, there is every. reason.to expect that, in a limited period of time, the fre- 
quency of robbery and other crimes would be diminished, if they did not totally 
cease ; and the merit of so important a reform would add greatly to your Excel- 
lency’s reputation. 


_ I now proceed to reply to.some observations in your letter of the 16th Shabaun 
(6th September), as promised in the opening of this address. 


And first, that ‘‘ no-system or regulation was formerly establised for the pre- 
« vention of the evils described,” &c. (recapitulate the whole), is certainly true, 
as your Excellency remarks. Yet the general character of your Excellency’s 
Government since your accession to the Musnud of Oude, and the ardour and 
diligence with which many. other more favourite objects of your mind have been 
prosecuted and ultimately accomplished by new systems and regulations unknown 
in the time of your predecessor, render it a natural source of surprize and con- 
cern, that no system has been devised for the protection of the inhabitants of 
your capital against the frequency of robbery and other crimes. 


Your Excellency has been pleased to remark, that “ whenever intelligence is 
“ received,” &c. (recapitulate). I too have been frequently informed of the 
measures adopted by your Cutwals, oppressive, in my Judgment, in their execution, 
and by no means beneficial in their end, ou occasions of the commission of rob- 
bery, with a view to discover the quality and extent of the property stolen from 
your subjects ;. but I have hitherto rarely heard an instance of the actual recovery 
of the property, or if recovered, of its restitution to the owner, and punishment 
inflicted on the offender: nor have I ever, on one occasion, been informed of the 
seizure of .a robber in the act of house-breaking or theft, though the space of 
time which I have known to have been occupied in the act must have afforded 
ample opportunity for that purpose. A few instances of such meritorious con- 
duct as this on the part of your Excellency’s Cutwal, or his guards, would have 
an obvious tendency to check the extraordinary audacity of the thieves and 
robbers of Lucknow, and to diminish the frequency of their depredations. 


With a reference to your Excellency’s observation, ‘‘ that it is the practice, of 
“* the people of the city to conceal the property which they possess,” &c. (reca- 
pitulate the whole). Two causes may be assigned for this practice; namely, 
first, a want of confidence in the Government, ascribable to various circumstances 
which I shall not on this occasion describe ; and secondly, the natural dread 
occasioned by the frequency of rovberies. Where confidence and security pre- 
vail there can: be no occasion for concealment. | 


Your Excellency has. further inquired, “in what eountry are the crimes of 
“* house-breaking and robbery unknown ?” I am perfectly ready to acknowledge, 
that they are known in every country to a certain degree, and that the British 
dominions are not exempt from them; but your Excellency is doubtless aware 
that they are less frequent in most countries than in this, and particularly more 
Fhe oc in Lucknow than in any other city in Hindoostan. You are further 
doubtless aware of the zeal and diligence of our magistrates to prevent the com- 
Mission of those crimes, and to seize and bring to punishment the offenders, and 


that the diligence. and success of your Excellency’s officers in the exccution of 
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this duty bear no comparison with those of the magistrates m the Company’s 
dominions. | , 


Your Excellency remarks, ‘‘ that this country is subject to another evil,” &c. 
(recapitulate the sentence). The remedy for the evil described, with a reference 
to your Excellency’s country, seems to me to be as fully in your power as in that 
of any other Government in the world, with a reference to the country which it 
governs ; namely, to employ and provide for its subjects, who are worthy and 
capable of employment, and to punish or expel the unworthy. 


Your Excellency has finally asserted, that ‘‘ the number of persons whom you 
‘‘ employ, exclusively, for the protection of the city, is more than was ever 
‘* employed for this purpose during the government of any of your predecessors,” 
To which I beg leave to reply, that the emnployment of a number of people, if it 
fail to answer the purpose through the inefficiency, negligence, or criminality of 
the persons who are so employed, is worse than the want of such people; and 
during the government of your Excellency’s brother, the late Nawaub Asuf-ood 
Dowlah, it consists with my own recollection, that the Cutwals and Aumils were 
made responsible for the property of all English gentlemen and other dependants 
of the British Government, which might be stolen from them in the city of Luck- 
now or its vicinity, and even in remote districts of the country, as well as in the 
several cantonments of British troops, and that the uniform or frequent restora- 
tion of such property, or its value, was thought highly creditable to the friendship 
of the late Vizier for the British Government and its officers. 


In like manner, I am ready to admit that, on some occasions, since your 
Excellency’s accession to the Musnud, and even since I have had the honour of 
residing at your court, nay at my own particular instance, the stolen property 
of English gentlemen has been recovered and restored, to the eredit of your 
Excellency’s friendship, which I have never failed on such occasions to acknow- 
ledge with becoming thankfulness and praise. 


To conclude, the becoming attention which your Excellency has begun to 
afford to the improvement of the pclice of your dominions, and your steady 
persistance in that attention, must be highly gratifying to me, and satisfactory 
in the extreme to our Government, who are your E-xcellency’s sincerest friends; 
and the ultimate accomplishment of this great and important object, if pursued 
as s0 happily begun, is as certain in my mind, as it will be honourable to your 
Excellency’s reputation as a Prince who studies and Jabours for the comfort and 
happiness of his people. 

A true copy : 
(Signed) J. BAILure, 
Resident. 





To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: , 
1. I am directed to acknowledge the receiptof your despatch, under date 
the 28th ultimo, enclosing copies of your correspondence with his Excellency 
the Vizier on the subject of establishing an improved system of police within 
the limits of the capital. 


2, His Excellency in Council highly approves the zeal, assiduity, and judg- 
ment, which you have manifested in exposing the excessive evils and abuses 0 
the existing system, and in suggesting arrangements calculated to remedy them} 
and it will afford great satisfaction to his Excellency in Council, and will 
redound to the credit of the British Government and your own, if your laudable 
efforts to effect this necessary reform shall be ultimately attended even with 
partial success. 

I have, &c.. 


Fort-William, (Signed) N.B. Epwonstone, 
15th November, 1811. Chief Secretary to Government. 
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je gay EXTRACT: BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 20th March 1819. 


a N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 
Sir: | 


'}. Ihave the honour of transmitting to you, for the notice of the Right Ho- — 


nourable the Governor-General in Council, a translation of a letter which I 
received some time ago from his Excellency the Vizier, conveying a requisition 
for the employment of the British troops in his Excellency’s district of Durecar 
bad, and. a copy of.a letter which I deemed it to be my duty to address to his 
Excellency on the subject of that requisition. 


2. The Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, in perusing 
this letter from the Vizier, will be pleased to bear in his mind the remarks which 
I took the liberty of submitting in my despatch of the 16th of July last, 
regarding the impression which was made on his Excellency’s mind by the terms 
of the declasation conveyed to him in my letter of the 27th of June; and the 


substance and manner of the Vizier’s requisition on this occasion will, I doubt | 


not, serve to establish in his Lordship in Council’s judgment, that my concep- 
tion of his Excellency’s sentiments was correct, and bas been justified by his 
subsequent conduct. 


3. In reality, the Vizier must have been aware that the sole object of the 
British Government, as explained to his Excellency by me, in its hesitation 
regarding the employment of our troops, or its eventual refusal to sanction 
military operations for the support of the authority of his Aumils, was a just 
and natural desire, proceeding on an unquestionable title, to be satisfied of the 
justice of the demands which our power might be required to enforce ; and that 
the declaration in my letter of the 27th of Junc last was no more in its spirit, 
than the intimation of a firm and steady adherence, for the future, to the pro- 
posal originally conveyed, under the express instructions of the Government, 
for deputing an Ameen to investigate the causes of every disorder or resistance 
to the authority of Aumils, which our troops might be called upon to suppress ; 
a proposal which his Excellency had hitherto uniformly resisted without any 
reasonable yrounds, and to which it was thus declared to him that his future 
opposition would be vain. 


4. Under the impression produced by the declaration as above described, and 
apparently distinguishing in his mind the case of a landholder resisting thé oppres- 
sive demands of an Aumil from that ofa rebel or criminal evading the pumishment 
of his crimes, to the latter of which an unqualified right to demand the assise 
tance of troops under the provisions of treaty was still supposed, and is readily 
admitted to apply, his Excellency, with his usual artfulness, required on the 
present occasion the employment of the Company’s troops, not for the realiza- 
tion of his revenue, but for the punishment of an alleged offender against his 
laws, whom the Aumil was unable to bring to justice; while, on the other hand, 
the statement of the Aumil, on which his Excellency’s requisition was founded, 
and my information through other channels, enabled me with certainty to refer 
the allegéd disturbance in Dureeabad to an oppressive demand of the Aumil, 
and to the uniform mismanagement of that officer since the recent recall of our 
troops. | 

5. The instructions of the Government, therefore, under date the 2d August, 
which had already been long in my possession, and the execution of which had 
been deferred, partly in consequence of the Vizier’s occasional indisposition, 
and chiefly by the hope of his acquiescence in the proposed system of reform, 
seemed to my judgment to apply with peculiar happiness and force to the case 
of the present requisition ; and I deemed it to be my indispensable duty to take 
this opportunity of conveying to his Excellency the Vizier the declaration which 
18 prescribed by those instructions. 


6. The ultimate effect of this declaration remains yet to be seen. I have 
€very reason to believe that it has made a considerable impression upon the 


mind of the Vizier, and will be productive of essential improvement in the - 


general system of his administration, though its effect to induce his cordial 
acquiescence in the particular system of reform recommended by the British 


Government be still very uncertain. 
7. The 
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7. The motive of his Excellency's requisition was considered at the time of my 
receiving it to be chiefly experimental, if not entirely a finesse, and subsequent. 
information has confirmed that belief in my mind. The alleged commotion in, 
Dureeabad was never of any consequence, and has been very easily suppressed: 


-by the employment of a portion of the Vizier’s irregular troops. in support of 


the authority of his Aumil. 


8. A progressive augmentation of his Excellency’s troops has been recently the 
subject of conversation among many of his subjects in this city, but it was so- 
Iemnly and earnestly disavowed by his Excellency, when slightly hinted at by 
me on a very recent occasion, and F have not hitherto obtained satisfactory proof 


of the fact. 


9. The Vizier's extraordinary delay in transmitting an answer to the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General’s letter, under date the 28th December 1810, 
on the important subject of reform, can be ascribed to no other cause than his 
utter inability to offer any reasonable pretext for declining to acquiesce in the 
beneficial system proposed to him, every solid, and even plausible, objection to 
which has been already stated and removed, in the course of my discussions. 


with his Excellency. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. Bariiie,. 


Lucknow, 
Resident.. 


27th February 1812. 





From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 17th December 1811.) 


I transmit for your information the enclosed copy of an arzee from Imam 
Bukhsh, the Aumil of Dureeabad, setting forth the refractory conduct of Aman. 
Sing, and the murder of a Zemindar named Kullunder Bukhsh,, with that of 


several other persons.. 

As Aman Sing has murdered a Zemindar and several other persons, I desire 
that you will direct the commanding officer of the station. nearest to Dureeabad 
to adopt the necessary measures for the apprehension of Aman Sing, and the 
destruction of his fortress. 


The Arzee of Imam Bukhsh. (Dated the 13th December 1811.) 


I have already represented to the Presence the refractory and disobedient 
conduct of the Zemindars of the district under my charge, who, in consequence 
of the delay in punishing them, have daily become more hardened and bold. 
On the 11th instant, as Ku)lunder Bukhsh, with some of his labourers, were 
cutting down mote in the village of Deronee, Aman Sing, the Zemindar of 
Kyampore, with several armed followers surrounded Kullunder Bukhsh and 
killed him, with three other persons in his service. While they were conveying 
this intelligence to me, at the distance of three coss from the scene of the aftray, 
Aman Sing with his followers effected their retreat to the ghurry of Kyampore, 
where he has collected a large bady of armed men, and is at present residing, 
He has caused the Ryots of his Elaka to desert it. Such a proceeding on the 
part of Aman Sing tends to excite other Zemindars to act in the same way; 
and as I have not a sufficient force with me, I cannot bring them to a sense of 
their duty. 1 have, therefore, represented the circumstances of the case to. your 
Excellency,.in the hope of receiving assistance. 

A true translation : 
(Signed) J. BAILrre, 
Resident. 


Qa 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 15th January 1812.) 


I have had the honour of receiving your Excellency’s letter. dated’ the 7th. 
ultimo, containing a copy of an arzee from Imam Bukhsh, Aumil of Dureeabad, 
and requiring the employment of a portion of the British troops for. the suppres 


sion of alleged disorders in that quarter. Mt 
y. 
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My delay in replying to your Excellency’s letter has been owing partly 10 a 
consideration of the impracticability of employing our troops, under any circum- 
stances, during the progress of the relief of corps, which has only recently been 
completed, partly to the occupation of your Excellency’s time and my own in 
the duties of hospitality to our guests and in preparations for the late festival 
and other entertainments, and chiefly, I will own to you with candour, ‘to the 
considerations which are stated in the sequel. : 


During the whole cold season of several succeeding years, and particularly 
during the last year, a considerable detachment of the Honourable Company’s 
troops had been constantly employed in Dureeabad and the adjacent district of 
Rudowlee, in support of the authority of your Excellency’s Aumils and for the 
enforcement of their demands against the Zemindars. That the whole of the 
districts in question were settled to your Excellency’s satisfaction, and that every 
refractory landholder was reduced to submission or expelled at the close of the 
last season, is a fact impressed on my belief, and doubtless too on your Excel- 
lency’s mind, by the statements of the commanding officers of the troops, and by 
my representations to your Excellency, founded on those statements, in my 
letters of the 27th of April, 22d of May, and 3d of June last. If such be the 
state of the case, to what cause have we now to ascribe the disaffection and 
revolt of the landholders, as represented by the Aumil of Dureeabad? If the 
representation of that Aumil be correct, can we ascribe it to any other cause 
than to his oppression, and the despair of the landholders of their ever obtaining 
redress from your Excellency’s justice ? 


If the friendly and salutary advice of the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General, in his letter to your Excellency under date the 28th of December 1810; 
if my earnest, though respectful remonstrance, both by letters, and personally in 
your presence, had obtained that attention which they deserved, and had been fol- 
lowed by your Excellency’s adoption of the system which his Lordship proposed 
to you, the beneficial effects of that system would long ere now have been seen, 
in the returning affection of your subjects, in their submission and attachment 
to your Government, and in the absence of even a disposition to revolt against 
the authority of your Aumils. I entreat your Excellency to reflect on the sole 
and obvious motive of the Right Honourable the Governor-General’s remon- 
strance, as conveyed to you in the address which I have noticed, and of my re- 
peated and urgent recommendation of the system which his Lordship’s wisdom 
suggested for the future government of your dominions. Cou d they have any 
other motive, I will ask, than a regard for your Excellency’s reputation, for the 
good order and happiness of your peopie, and the due realization of your revenue, 
combined with a natural desire to put a stop to the employment of our troops 
on services unnecessary and unworthy, the support of violence and oppression? 


That this friendly and benevolent motive, if supported by your Excellency’s 
concurrence in it and by your adoption of the system proposed, must long ere 
now have received its ample reward in the complete accomplishment of its object, 
without injury to your Excellency’s rights or diminution of your power and 
authority, 1s an obvious and incontrovertible fact ; and, consequently, your delay 
to give effect to that system, in disregard of my repeated advice, followed and 
aggravated, as the delay now is, by a demand of the employment of our troops 
on the bare representation of an Aumil, without previous investigation or inquiry, 
has been a cause of surprize and concern to me, which I can scarcely find lan- 
guage to describe. 


It would seem that your Excellency has forgotten, or wilfully banished from 
your consideration, the whole of the salutary contents of the friendly letter of 
Lord Minto, of my respectful representations to your Excellency, and of our 
frequent personal and written discussions, during a period of several months, 
on the subject of the reform of your administration. 


Is the fortress of Keeampore an ancient place of strength in the district of 
Dureeabad (a district so frequently, I may say, for a long period constantly, occu- 
pied by our troops), which has hitherto been concealed from the observance of 
your Excellencys Aumils and our —- and has now suddenly come to light ? 
: 3 | Or 
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Or is it a fortress recently built, since the recall-of the British detachment, with 
the connivance, or through the negligence of the Aunul, ia direat disobedience 
of your Excellency’s orders, and of your  eoarenens isaued. at my suggestion 

Or is it it merely the enclosed and 
partially fortified habitation of a Zemindar, who was formerly subnsissive to the 
Aumil, and has recently been compelled by oppression to take measures for his 
temporary protection against exorbitant demands, which can only be satisfied by 
bis ruin, and whose ruin is, therefore, sought by the Aumil ? 


If the object of your Excellency’s requisition, in the terms of your letter to 
zie, be the seizure and punishment of a murderer, this service is not the duty 
of regular troops, nor is the performance of it practicable by their exertions. 
The apprehension of criminals and felons is the obvious duty of the police, of 
your Csiellency’s Cutwals and Thanadars, whose zealous exertions alone can 
be productive of the desired effect ; for experience has repeatedly shewn to us, 
that the movement of a detachment of troops is the signal for the concealment 
of such persons, or their escape by such passes and routes as preclude their being 
followed by Sepoys. In this particular district of Dureeabad, an example of 
the truth of my remark has been very recently offered, and is doubtless in 
your Excellency’s recollection. A compliance, therefore, with your Excel- 
lency’s requisition, if the object be merely what is above supposed, would 
obviously prove totally useless: and, on the other hand, if the object be 
what is stated by the Aumil in his arzee, tbe support of his authority in the dis- 
trict at large, and the enforcement of his demands against the Zemindars, I 
leave it to your Excellency to judge on what possible pretext I can sanction the 
employment of the Company’s troops in measures of coercion against the land- 
holders, before 1 be satisfied of the justice of those measures, or on what 
grounds I can presume to disobey the express orders of the Government for 
my satisfying myself of the truth of the statements of your Excellency’s Aumils. 
before I admit them as a plea for the necessity of military operations. 


My letter of the 27th of June last to your Excellency’s address, and the 
instructions of the Government, as well as the previous correspondence with 
your Excellency, on which the declaration in that letter proceeded, having 
engaged the serious consideration of the Honourable the Vice-President in 
Council, I had long ago the honour of receiving his commands to submit to 
your Excellency a sull more explicit declaration on the subject of that letter, in 
the hope of its impressing on your mind the manifest necessity of your acquies- 
cence in the system of reform which was proposed to you; and your Excellency 
cannot fail to recollect the repeated intimations which I conveyed to you of my 
being charged with such a declaration, nor the causes that 1nduced me to defer 
the communication until now. I am now compelled to submit it; and I shall 
do so in the terms of my instructions, recommending their important contents 
to your Excellency’s most serious attention. 


The principle of the declaration is this: that the Honourable Company’s 
Government ere undertaken, by the provisions of the treaty of 1801, to 
defend your Excellency’s dominions against all foreign and domestic enemies, 
it follows as a necessary consequence of the above obligation, that the British 
Government must have a title not only to investigate, but to decide on the merits 
of all such claims and disputes between your Excellency’s Government and its 
opponents, as may require for their adjustment the interposition of the British 
influence or power; because, otherwise, the engagement on the part of the 
Honourable Company to support your Excellency s Government would obviously 
imply an obligation for the enforcement of all claims and demands, without any 
reference to their justice; or, in other words, the enforcement of many 
claims and demands, of the absolute injustice of which the British Government 
might be satisfied. 


The British Government has, therefore, an unquestionable right to investigate 
and to arbitrate all such claims and demands, on the part of your Excellency 
and your Aumils, as our troops may be required to support ; and I have been 
commanded tu intimate to your Excellency the final resolution of our Govern- 
ment to assert and to exercise this right, on every future occasion of a demand 

on 
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on the part of your Excellency for the aid of the. British troops to support the 
authority of your Aumils, adjusting, on such occasions, with your Excel- 
lency, the :manaer of prosecating an investigation of the justice of the Aumils’ 
demands. : 


. The instructions to this effect were received by me several months ago; but 
as they proceeded on-a supposition that your Excellency should still refuse to 
acquiesce in the system of reform which was proposed to you, and as I had 
never hitherto relinquished the hope of your cordial acquiescence in that system, 
I delayed to communicate my instructions till your Excellency’s unexpected 
requisition for the aid of our troops in support of the demands of an Aumi, 
unaccompanied by any manifestation of even a wish to reform the system of 
your Government, has now compelled me to execute the instructions with which 
I was furnished, for the purpose of meeting the exigency ef your Excellency’s 
continued refusal to acquiesce in any: measures of reform. 


I therefore declare to your Excellency, in the name of the British Govern- 
ment, its resolution, and the orders which I have received, to inquire into the 
nature and justice of the demands of your Excellency’s Aumil of Dureeabad, 
before I can sanction the employment of the Honourable Company’s troops in 
enforcing the payment of those demands ; and, further, [ solicit your Excellency 
to adjust, in concert with me, on the part of the British Government, the man- 
ner of prosecuting that inquiry. 


I suggest, for your Excellency’s consideration, the appointment of a trust- 
worthy and intelligent person as an Ameen, whom I shall select for the purpose, 
to proceed to the district of Dureeabad, attended by a detachment of our troops 
to be formed from the corps at Secrora, to report on the state of the district, 
and to settle, under my instructions, to be prepared with your Excellency’s con- 
currence, every question of revenue and dispute which may subsist between the 
Aumil and the landholders. 


Under this arrangement, which it is my bounden duty to propose, if supported 
by your [ixcellency’s approbation, I indulge a confident hope of the speedy 
restoration of tranquillity, and the satisfactory settlement of affairs in that por- 
tion of your Excellency’s dominions, without the smallest occasion for blood- 
shed or for any warlike operations. - 


In submitting the above proposition, your Excellency will do me the justice 
to acknowledge, that I am guided solely and exclusively by the positive 
commands of the Government, which your unhappy and unexpected delay to 
acquiesce in the system proposed to you, or to reply to the Governor-General’s 
letter, notwithstanding my repeated and earnest advice, has left me no alter- 
native but to obey; while, at the same time, the proposition in itself, if duly 
considered by your Excellency, involves nothing but what is obviously just, 
and should be entirely satisfactory to your mind, or if unpleasant, can be easily 
obviated by your acquiescence in my friendly suggestions on the subject of the 
Governor-General’s advice, as conveyed in his Lordship’s letter. 


I know hothing of the actual state of affairs in Dureeabad ; but I presume 
that it must be considerably improved, from your Excellency’s silence on the 
subject since the date of your letter to my address. Nevertheless, if your 
Excellency will declare from information subsequently received regarding the 
actual state of the district, that it is such as, in your opinion, to require the 
immediate presence of our troops to quell insurrection or rebellion, my dispo- 
sition is 80 cordially bent on the satisfaction of your Excellency’s mind and the 
preservation of peace in your dominions, that I am ready to order a force to 
proceed to the district in question, even before the appointment of an Ameen, 
or the adjustment of any plan for conducting the necessary inquiry into the 
cause of the disorders which prevail ; and a force shall accordingly proceed to 
the frontier of the district of Dureeabad, for the purpose of suppressing those 
disorders, as soon as I shall be honoured with a communication of your 
Excellency's wishes on the subject. 7 

A true copy: 
(Signed) J. Barnzie, 
Resident. 
To 
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To Major J. Baillie, Resident at: Lucknow. 


Sir: | | 
1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch under date the 
27th ultimo, and to signify to you the Right Honourable the Governor-General 
in Council’s high approbation of the whole tenour of the letter which you 
addressed to his Excellency the Vizier, under date the 15th of January, on the 
occasion of his demanding the aid of the British troops for the suppression of 
the disburbance in the district of Dureeabad, and which appears to his Lordship 
in Council to have been framed with a peculiar degree of judgment and ability, 
and to have placed the relative rights and obligations of the British Government 
and his Excellency, with respect to the employment of our troops .in the 
suppression of disturbances within his Excellency’s dominions, and to the 
investigation and arbitration of the disputes in which such disturbances may 
have originated, in a just, precise, and forcible point of view. 


2. His Lordship in Council admits the justice of the inferences which you 
have deduced from the conduct of the Vizier on this occasion, and is satisfied 
that the impression produced on his Excellency’s mind, by the declarations 
which formed the subject of the remarks of the Vice-President in Council, 
contained in my despatch of the 6th July last, has been consistent with the 
intent of those declarations, as explained in your letter to my address of the 


16th of that month. 


3. You very properly took advantage of the occurrence reported in your 
despatch now acknowledged, to convey that explanation to the Vizier in the 
distinct and positive terms prescribed by the instructions of Government of the 
2d of August. When the result of that communication shall have been 
reported by you, his Lordship in Council will be so to resume the con- 
sideration of the important subject of the reform of his Excellency’s system of 
administration, and to issue such instructions for the further guidance of your 
conduct as circumstances may appear to require. In the mean time, I am 
directed to take this opportunity of signifying to you, that the Governor- 
General in Council, on a review of the reports of your negociations with the 
Vizier on that subject, entirely concurs in the opinion already recorded by the 
Vice-President in Council, of the zeal and ability which you displayed in the 
course of your long and arduous discussions with his Excellency, and of the 
indefatigable exertions which you employed to accomplish the object of the 
orders of Government of the 28th of December 1810. , | 


I have, &c. 


Fort-William, (Signed) N. B. EpmMonsronr, 
20th March 1812. Chief Secretary to Government. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 8th May 1812. 
To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq. Chief Secretary to Government. 
Sir: 

1. His Excellency the Vizier having recently thought proper, without any 
previous intimation to me or communication with her frighness the Bhow 
Begum, to make a new arrangement for the superintendence of the Khoord 
muhl of Fyzabad, the management of which had hitherto been vested :in- her 
Highness, and the maintenance of its establishment provided for by a grant of 
territory to her Highness, under the guarantee of the British Government ; 
and his Excellency having thought proper to combine with this apparent viola- 
tion of her Highness the Begum’s rights, an act of peculiar injustice antl ot 
indelicacy to the British Government, in the dismission of the eunuch, Tuhseen 
Alee Khan, from an office which he had filled for more than thirty years with 
uniform fidelity and zeal, to the entire satisfaction of the parties concerned, 
and with the marked y heen nes of our Government, whose protectién he’ has 


constantly enjoyed ; I deemed it to be my positive duty, under the saat 0% 
above 
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above stated and at: the ¢arnest requisition of the Begum, to remonstrate with 
his Excellency the Vizier on the impropriety of the measures described, and to 
recommend the suspension of those measures till a reference could be made on 
the subject to the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council in terms 
of the Begum’s desire. | 


2. I have now the honour of transmitting to you, for his Lordship in Coun- 
cil’s consideration, copies and translations of letters which have passed upon 
this subject between his Excellency the Vizier and myself; and having no rea- 
son'to expect that the Vizier will readily consent to comply with the Begum's 
desire, and reinstate Tuhseen Alee Khan in his office, or that her Highness will 
willingly acquiesce in the new arrangement which has been made, and the future 
exercise of which must depend on her payment of the stipends collected in the 
first instance by her ofticers who have charge of the revenue of the Jaidad, I 
shall of course be most anxious to receive a communication of the orders of the 
Government for the guidance of my conduct in the dilemma to be eventually 
created by the opposition of those high personages to each other. 


8. His Lordship in Council will perceive, that ny sentiments on the merits of 
this question are decidedly in favour of the Begum; and I am sorry to have 
occasion to add, that my opinion of the general conduct of the Vizier towards 
her Highness and the younger Begum, Shums-von-Nissa, as well as indeed to all 
the dependants of the British Government residing in this country, is extremely 
unfavourable to his Excellency, and such as, if concurred in by Government, 
would seem to me to authorize and require a more decided interposition of its 
influence for the protection of those individuals, than has ever been hitherto sug- 
gested since the conclusion of the treaty of 1801. 


4. With a reference to either of the Begums, it is unnecessary in this despatch 
to offer any additional examples of the Vizier’s injustice and inhumanity, which 
are established on the proceedings of the Government by inany of my former 
reports. With regard to Hoosein Alee Khan, the much injured and indigent son 
of the late Ameer-ood-Dowlah, Hyder Beg Khan, his Excellency’s manifest dis- 
regard of the earnest advice of the Government, conveyed in a direct address 
from the Honourable the Vice-President, General Hewett, to which no answer 
has hitherto been received, and his recent refusal to acquiesce in a proposal sub- 
mitted by me for the temporary relief of this person by the sale of his father’s 
houses and gardens in Lucknow, are instances worthy to be noticed of the 
Vizier’s systematic inattention to the counsels of the British Government, on 
every occasion where inattention or resistance, on his part, can be expected to 
answer his views of vindictive resentment vgainst those who appeal to our 
Government from his injustice. 


§. A direct address to his Excellency from the Honourable the Vice-President 
in Council in behalf of the head Moonshee of this Residency, who has long 
been subjected to extraordinary oppression and violence by the Vizier’s Aumils 
and Zemindars, and in whose favour my best exertions have been used, in pur- 
suance of the orders of the Government, has been treated with equal inatten- 
tion, and no answer to the. Vice-President’s letter has been received. 


6. But, above all, to the Right Honourable the Governor-General’s remon- 
Strance on the important subject of reform, which is dated, and was_ presented 
above a year ago, and to my letter on the same subject under date the 15th of 
January last, his Excellency’s total inattention, for a protracted period of time, is 
a proof of his sullen disregard to the counsels of the British Government, whic 
supersedes any further illustration. | . 


7. The subordinate points of complaint against his Excellency’s Government 
and its officers, with a reference to the protection afforded to -Budjba Sing and 
to other marauders in our dominions, and to acts of oppression against native 
officers and sepoys of our service, having lands or other possessions in this country, 
as well as against merchants and traders proceeding with their merchandize by 
Water, who are subjected to the exaction of duties in direct violation of treaty, 
and in behalf of all whom my applications, frequently unsuccessful, extend to 
the number of three or four in a week, are by far too numerous and complicated 
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téadniit of a detail in this despatch, while many of theti are of so serious a 
natttd as, in my judgment, to authorize and fequire the séveré animadversion. 
df the Government, with the view of recalling the Vizier to a due sense of hig 


_ engagements, ard of preserving that just and necessaty degree of influence 
over the affairs and Government of Oude, which it has ever been thoupht 


advisable to maintain. 
I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. DALLLIE, 
15th April 1812. Resident. 





To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 30th March 1812.) 


A copy of the letter which I received the day before yesterday from her High- 
ness the Begum, and sent immediately to your Excellency for perusal, is now 
submitted, with the view of soliciting your serious attention to its subject and 


contents. 


Your Excellency cannot but be aware of the propriety, and even the necessity, 
in virtue of existing engagements, of your consulting the British Government in 
concerns of the present nature, and of obtaining the concurrence of that Go- 
véernment, before the adoption of measures which may effect in any degree the 
rights or interests of the Bhow Begum, the Begum Shums-oon-Nissa, or others, 
whose rights and persons are under the guarantee and protection of the Honour- 
able Company. 

Your Excellency’s custom heretofore, with a referetice to every important 
cbneern of your Government and even of your household, has been in strict 
eoriformity with this maxim. ‘Fo impose a salutary restraint upon your sisters, 
whose conduct had given cause of offence during former Residencies and during 
mine; was considered by your Excellency as a measure requiring the friendly 
advice of the British Resident at your court, and the support of his sanction ard 
concurrenee to render it completely effectual. Under these circumstances, I 
leave it to your Excellency to judge with what degree of surprise and concern 
have learned, through any other channel than a direct communication from your- 
self, your intention of operating a complete change in the management of the 
muhis at Fyzabad, in opposition to the will of her Highness the Begum, to 
whoin a jaidad for the maintenance of those muhls was consigned, at the 
desire of the late Governor-General, Lord Teignmouth, entirely separate from 
your Excellency, and under the guarantee of the British Government, like the 
restof her Highness’s jagier. For this measure, in as far as I am hitherto in- 
formed, no reason whatever has been assigned; and her Highness the Begum 
having complained of it, as well as of some other iunovations which are decribed 
in her fetter to my address, and it being my duty, independently of her Highness’s 
objéctibiis, to remonstrate against any change or innovation in the hanagement 
of those muhbls, as oriyinally fixed and adjusted by the advice of the Governor: 
General, without his Lordship in Council’s consent, I therefore submit to your 
Excellency my serious and earnest ddvice against the chaige Which is now in 
contemplation, and against the removal of Tuhscen Alee Khan, than whom your 
Excellency has not a more faithful servant, from the nuzatut of the muhls of 

yzabad, without the previous consent ahd advice of the Begum atid of the 


‘itish Government. 


The measure against which I remonstraté is, in my Gpinidn, unwise in the 
extreme, a3 well as unjust, with a reference to Tuhseen; it will be productive of 
distaibance and great irregularity in the mubls, and in the end, I am satisfied, 
will prove injurious to the peace of your Excellency’s mind: Fof thes reasons, 
I récammeid that the pérsdn recently députed to stiperintétid those mulild be . 
recalled, and that the fornier incumbent be maititalied, as hererfore, la the — 
chargé of that départmdnt. 

A true copy : eG 

(Signed) J. Baririr, 
Resident. | 
T'rom 
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From Hér Highness the Bhow Begum. (Reéeivéd the 28th Mafch 1819.) 


'T have received an aradasht from my son, Nawaub Sasdat Alée Khan, stating 
that he had appointed Mohummud Nuseem Alee Khan, Khaja Serai, to the 
sitaation of Nazir of the muhls at Fyzabad, and requesting that I would issue 
orders to my officers to pay the stipends of the above muhls to that Khaia 
Serai, and take his receipt fpr the amount, that it might be distributed as hereto- 
fore. I send you a copy of the above arzdasht enclosed in this shookha for your 
information. 

The concerns of the whole of the muhls have ever been under my direction 
and control, nor can any one élse interfere in them. At thé period when the 
Governor-General, Sir John Shore, visited Luckhow, and all other questions 
between nie and my son were discussed, it Was finally settled and agréed, that f 
should have full power and control over all the affairs of the khas muha, 
the khoord muhl, and the two muhls of my deceased brothers, the Nabobs 
Mirza Alee Khan and Salar Jung Behadur ; that the stipends of the muhilé of 
my late brothers should be received from the treasury of my son and distributed 
through the medium of my servants, and that the stipends of the khas muhl 
and khoord muhl should be paid from my treasury directly to the persons 
entitled to receive theth, and residing at Fyzabad. Accordingly, Mohummud 
Alinass Alee Khai, in obedience to my orders, was used to receive the stipends 
of the first class frofm my son’s Govefnment, and to pay them to the muhls of 
my brothers ; and Mohutnmud Tuhseen Alee Khan being of old the Nazir of thé 
khoord muhl and a faithful slave of the Sircar, I consented, at the request of my 
son, that the stipends of the khoord muhl, which were payable from my treasury, 
should be distributed as formetly by Tubseen, whose receipts should be given to 
my officers for the amount of them. Now my son, Saadut Alee Khan, without 
giving me previous notice of his intention or asctibing ahy fault to Tuhseen Alee 

han, has dismissed iim from the office of Nazit, and appointed Nuseem Alee 
Khan in his room. This proceeding is contrary to established custom, ahd ah 
infringement of my rights; besides which, the allowance of Bukhshee Begum, 
who is related to the and has recently coine td me froth Lucknow, has been 
stopped: and further, contrary to my wishes, a Khaja Serai, named Ekbal, wha 
is totally unworthy of trust, has been placed over the muhls ef my deceased 
brothers, to distribute the stipends to their families. Since it was determined, in 
tle presence of the Governor-General, that the sole and exclusive coutrol over 
the concerns of all those muhlis should be vested entirely in me, why dogs my 
eon, contrary to custom and agreement, interfere in these matters, and wantonly 
harass and distress my nearest and dearest relations ? 


It is proper that you state these circumstanccs fully to my son, and tell him 
that his reputation is concerned in attending to them. Mohummud Tuhseen 
Alee Khan has been employed in this office for upwards of forty years, and has 
discharged the trust with fidelity and zeal, let him therefore be reinstated in the 
situation of Nazir, to distribute the stipends of the khoord muhl; let the 
allowances of Bukhshee Begum be paid, and let Khaja Ekbal be dismissed. 1 
shall send a proper Nazir and Mootsuddy of my own to receive the stipends of 
my brothers deceased from my son's treasury, and distribute the amount 
amongst the muhls. _ 

If my son listen to your advice it is well; but otherwise. you will not fail to 
represent the whole of the circumstances, in my nanié, to the Right Honourable 
the Governor-Genetal, who will, I trust, be pleased to adjust those matters in a 
proper and satisfactory manner. 





Arsdasht from his Excellency the Vizicr to the Begum of Fysabad. 

I have appointed Mohummud Nuseem Alée Khan to the office of Nazir to the 
muhls at Fysabad, and sent him with Toolseyram and Moulchund Mootsud- 
dies, Your Highness will, therefore, be pleascd to issue your orders to your 
oflicers to pay the stipends to the abovementioned Khaja Serai, and take his 
receipt for the amount, that he may distribute it as heretofore to the mubls. 

True translations : 
(Signed) J. Barre, 
Resident. 
From 
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From his Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 6th April 1819.) 


T have received your letter of the $0th ultimo, with a copy ofa letter from the 
Begum to your address, | 


What you have stated of the propriety and necessity of my consulting the Bri- 
tish Government in affairs of importance is very correct; but, in the conduct of 
domestic concerns, it ts unnecessary to ask the advice of the British Govern- 
ment at all times, and on every point which may occur, and therefore on the 
present occasion it was by no micans necessary to do so. 


Regarding your remark of my intention to cause a total change in the 
management of the mubls at Fyzabad, for whose maintenance a jaidad was 
consigned to the Bhow Begum, at the desire of the late Governor-General, Sir 
John Shore, exclusive of ny authority and under the guarantee of the British 
Government, &c. 


The state of the case is as follows: 


When Sir John Shore was pleased to order it, I allotted a jaidad in jagier to 
my mother, the Begum of F'yzabad, and to my sister, the Bhabhee Begum; and 
as her Highness the elder Begum requested to have charge of the jaidad for the 
stipends of the muhls in question, and promised that she would merely collect 
the amount and send it to me for distribution, the jaidad was accordingly con- 
signed to her on this particular condition. God be praised that I have not as yet 
made any changes in that arrangement, nor have I in any manner interfered 
with it, nor done any thing contrary to custom, by which either of the Begums 
could have been injured. The recent arrangement for the regular conduct of the 
muhls, and the appointnient of a new Darogha, has been made after much con- 
sideration, and not until the ladics of the muhls had been loud in their com- 
plaints for four months, and had even come out of their houses, when at length 
I was induced, by a regard for my own honour and reputation, to adopt the 
measures which you describe. 


But first I directed Tuhseen Alee Khan to represent to the Presence the means 
of preventing such proceedings in future ; and the Khan gave no other advice, 
than to reprimand the ladies in such 4 manner as might prevent their doing so 
again. Consider that those ladies are all my mothers, what punishment, therefore, 
could [ inflict? Should I send guns or battalions against themr And how 
could I reprimand them in the manner which was suggested by Tuhseen Alec 
Khan? Thecircumstances of their complaints must be known to you, who have 
a news-writer of your own at Fyzabad. 


When affairs had come to such a pitch as to implicate my honour, and repeated 
representations were submitted to me by the ladies of those muhls, soliciting 
the removal of the Khan, I endeavoured to pacify them for a time; but as they 
refused to return to their houses ti!l the Khan should be absolutely removed, [ 
was compelled to dismiss him from that office: and in doing so I have not in the 
least acted contrary to treaty, because, according to the tenor of the treaty, I 
have full power and authority to act as I please ia my household, being the sole 
heir and guardian of all my female relations. : 


{ wrote to Darab Alee Khan on the subject of paying the amount of the sti- 
pends of the muhls to Nuseem Alee Khan, the newly appointed a and 
desired him to take that person’s receipts, as was the custom, and that he would 
distribute the amount. 


Darab Alee Khan, after representing this circumstance to the Begum, at first 
replied tothe Presence, that agreeably to the orders received, he would pay the 
amount of the stipend to Nuseem, and take his receipt for the same. a 


But afterwards he stated to the Darogha, that the Begum had said it was pro- 
per, in affairs of such a nature as this, that I should address her Highness 
directly; and onimy doing so, for what reason I know not,’ she sends no answer 
to my letter, bug inisrepresents the circumstances to you. > | 


You state that, at all events, as the Begum has complained of this, and some 
other inovations which are described in her Highness Ietter, &c. TI 
1e 
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The complaints, wishes, and requisitions of the Begum, with regard to the 
management and distribution of the stipends of the khoord muhl, are totally un- 
necessary, because, with the exception of the jaidad for the stipends being under 
her charge, she never had, nor has any thing to do, nor right to interfere in the 
management of those mubls, nor is it proper for her Highness to make any 
request on the subject; and as I have done nothing contrary to the treaty, there 
is no occasion to await the decision of the Governor-General on the question. 


With a reference to the stipends of the muhls of Mirza Alee Khan and 
Salar Jung, and the allowance of Bukhshee Khanum, respecting all which her 
Highness has addressed you, the case is this: but a short period of time has 
elapsed, as you may recollect, since the affairs of the muhls of those person- 
ages were finally adjusted, and there is no necessity to recur to them. Bukhshee 
Khanum got permission from the Presence to go to I'yzabad only for six months, 
and as it is now upwards of nine months since she departed, her allowances have 
therefore been stopped ; nevertheless, if she will promise to return within the 
year, at the desire of her Highness the Begum, her allowances shall be ordered 
to be paid. 

A true translation : 
(Signed) J. Bariuts, 


Resident. 


REL, 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 9th April 1812.) 


I have had the honour of receiving your Excellency’s letter, dated the 6th 
instant, in answer to mine of the 30th ultimo. 


The extreme difference of opinion subsisting between your Excellency and 
me on most questions affecting the interests of the two Begums, and on many 
questions having reference to other dependants of the British Government, has 
long been a subject of concern to me; more particularly as it appears of a 
nature which neither my repeated respectful remonstrances, nor your Excellency’s 
arguments in reply, can have any effect to reconcile; and therefore it will now, 
I fear, become my duty to waive the further discussion of those questions with 
your Excellency, and to submit the whole of our correspondence regarding 
them to the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, for his Lordship 
in Council’s deliberation, and with the view of enabling him to take such mea- 
sures for their final adjustment as the nature and circumstances of the case may 
appear to his widom to require. 


On the present question, however, I shall submit a few observations, in rep!y 


to your Excellency’s letter, in the hope of their engaging your attention, and 


thus superseding the necessity for a reference to his Lordship in Council. 


And first, I submit to your Excellency, that the superintendence of the 
muhls of Fyzabad is by no meansa trifling concern, but in my mind a most 
Important arrangement; and further, that, in one important point of view, it 
has ever been of necessity considered as a matter unconnected with the depart. 
ment of your Excellency’s household, and excluded entirely from) your control. 


Her Highness the Begum of Fyzabad and her Highness Shums-oon-Nissa, 
although your Excellency’s mother and sister, and consequently in that point of 
view to be considered as branches of your household, have uniformly, since 
your Excellency’s accession as well as before it, possessed independent privi- 
leges and rights, over which your Excellency’s authority has never been asserted 
nor exercised. 


The jagiers in possession of those personages were set apart at the period of 
your Excellency’s accession, through the medium of the Governor-General’s 
personal interference, at the desire of the two Begums, and under the guarantee 
of the Britis: Government, whose interposition was thus rendered indispensable, 
and has been constantly applied and referred to, as well:-by your Excellency as by 
the Begums, on all occasions of importance ; nor has any change nor innova- 
‘on in that arrangement been ever attempted by your Excellency till the present 
instance, which is in my opinion improper, as being contrary to established 
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usage, and more particularly sv with a reference to the high rawk of her High- 
ness the Begum of I yzabad and the relatiun in which she stands to your Excele 


lency. 


Secondly.—In reply to your remark, that her Highness the elder Begum, in 
requesting to have charge of the Jjaidad for the khoord muhl, promised merely 
to collect the amount and send it to your Excellency for distribution ; I submit, 
that while her Highness’s request to Lord ‘Teignmouth in the first instance, not 
to your Excellency, to have charge of the khoord mull and its jaidad, appears 
upon record and is admitted, there is nothing like a promise of the nature stated 
by your Excellency to be traced in the proceedings of the Governor-General 
while at Lucknow, or on any subsequent occasion. Nor indeed, to my judg. 
ment, does .it seem possible that any such promise could be made, because the 
request of a jaidad with this provision were in reality no more than a request of 
the tehsildaree of the district of Gonda, which, ou the part of her Highness, ig 
incredible, and would be disrespectful in the extreme to believe. In addition to 
which, it is established that not a single rupee of the revenue of the jaidad in 
question has ever yet been paid by the Begum, or demanded, or received by your 
Excellency, on any pretext whatever, since the date of your accession to the 
musnud: and, on the contrary, the stipends of both the Khoord and Khass 
mubls have been uniformly distributed under her Highness’s authority and con- 
trol; the former through the medium of Tuhseen Alee Khan, whose receipts are 
in the Begum’s possession, and the latter through her own servants at Fyzabad, to 
to the persons entitled to receive them: nay, further, and as an unquestionable 
proof of the authority possessed, and hitherto exercised, by the Begum, that on an 
occasion by no means remote the stipends of some menibers of the khass muhl 
were stopped by her Highness’s orders, and after a long investigation by me, paid, 
through my intercession with the Begum, at your Excellency’s particular desire. 


Would your Excellency, in the first place, I will ask, have found it necessary 
to apply to me on the subject, if such a promise as that described had existed ? 
and, in the second place, while referring repeatedly to me for the payment of 
the stipends in question, could you have omitted to urge such a promise as an 
argument against the Begum’s proceedings? 


In short, to establish the existence of such a promise as that which your Ex- 
cellency has described on the part of her Highness the Begum, is to establish 
that her Highness has been hitherto, and is now merely the collector of the 
revenue of Gonda, and that the revenue of that district has been hitherto, and 
should now be regularly paid into your Excellency’s treasury by her Highness ; 
both which statements are obviously contrary to the truth. 


_ Thirdly. With a reference to your Excellency’s remark, that the loud com- 
plaints of the Begums induced your dismission of Tuhseen, I am sorry to have 
occasion to observe, that the information which I have obtained on this point 
is directly opposite to your Excellency’s statement. Since the death of the 
late Nawaub, Shoojah-ood-Dowlah, your Excellency’s illustrious father, the 
Khoord muhl, comprizing all the ladies of his household, has been uniformly 
under the superintendence of Tuhseen, whose conduct in the discharge of this 
duty has been uniformly faithful and correct, such as to merit the constant 
approbation of the elder Begum and the late Nawaub Asuf-ood-Dowlah, and to 
call forth the particular commendation of the Governor-General, Lord Teign- 
mouth, on both occasions of his Lordship’s visiting Lucknow. With regard to 
the ladies of the muhl, their repeated and numerous adknowledgments of the 
good conduct of Tehseen, and of his extraordinary kindness towards them 
during the whole of the period in question, a period of thirty-eight years, are 
sufficient to mark their approbation; and of those acknowledgments a number 
arc now in my possession, under their seals. 


The causes of their present apparent discontent, and of the clamour to which 
your Excellency has alluded, if my information be correct, are your Excellency 5 
known displeasure with Tuhseen, of which the ladies have long been aware, and 
your recént deputation of Mirza Shoojaut Alee Khan to Fyzabad, for the express 
purpose, as many do not hesitate to affirm, of exciting complaints against the 


Nazir. . But whatever may be the nature of those complaints, it was surely no 
more 


b | 
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more than justice to expect that some inquiry should have previously taken 

lace, that some specific fault, or neglect, should first have been ‘alleged and 
established, before so old and so faithful a servant as Tuhseen, whose fidelity and 
attachment to both Governments, and whose zealous and upright discharge of 
the duties of this oflice, for a period ‘of nearly forty years, have so long been 
known and acknowledged, was dismissed from his station wfth disytace. 


Your Excellency’s sisters had been frequently clamorous before, and under 
circumstances similar to the present, referred by your Exccllency to me; yet 
those circumstances were not thought sufficient to operate the dismission of 
Tehseen, nor to sanction any serious charge against him. | 


Fourthly. In reply to your Excellency’s observation, that those ladies are your 
mothers, and therefore not to be treated with any rigour, Isnbmit, that ao such 
measures of rigour as your Excellency has been pleased to describe, nor indeed 
any rigour whatever, could have been required on the present occasion. Such 
measures as were wisely adopted with a reference to your Excellency’s sisters on 
the occasion of their coming out of their houses into the streets, during the Re- 
sidency of the late Colonel Collins, and on a still more recent occasion of one 
of those ladies suddenly and improperly quitting Fyzabad, and residing, unno- 
ticed by your Excellency, for a considerable time at Ishmael Gunge, would have 
been amply, nay, more than sufficient to appease any clamours in the Khoord 
muhl, atid if such measures as those could have failed, my advice and assis- 
tance in support of them, which your Excellency solicited and applied with suc- 
cess on a former similar occasion, were alike at your command on the present, 
and could not but be attended with success. 


Fifthly. To your Excellency’s application of the terms of the treaty of 1798, 
as a vindication of every act and measure, having reference to the management 
of- your household, I reply with submission, but with confidence, in the terms of 
my former remark, that the concerns of the Begum of Fyzabad, and the 
management of her jagier and jaidad, are expressly excluded, and necessarily 
to be considered as distinct, from the affairs of your Excellency’s household ; 
and, independently of this remark, that your Excellency’s power and control 
over any branch of your household, under the terms of the treaty of 1798, 
cannot be more absolute in their nature than your obligation under that treaty 
itself, and the treaty of 1801, as well as the subsequent arrangement with Lord 
Wellesley, to consult with the British Government and to be guided by its 
counsels in every important concern of your administration, such as unques- 
tionably, to my Judgment, appear a revolution in the management of the khoord 
muhl, and the dismission from office with disgrace of Tubeeen Alee Khan, an 
acknowledged protégé of the British Government for his faithful services to 
both States. 


Having thus submitted a reply to every part of your Excellency’s letter 
which appeared to require my attention, I can only again recommend your 
compliance with my earnest advice to restore the established order of things at 
Fyzabad, and to reinstate Tuhseen in his office, the duties of which can never 
be, in my opinion, so well discharged by the person whom your Excellency has 
now appointed to that station, nor by any other servant of your Government. 


At all events my duty to your Excellency and to my employers has been ful- 
filled by bringing the question thus seriously under your review. 


A true copy: 


(Signed) J. BAtLLre, — 
Resident. 





To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government 


ir: | 
With a reference to that portion of the third and fourth paragraphs uf my des- 
patch of the 15th instant, which regards the conduct of his Excellency the Vizier 
to her Highness the Begum Shums-oon-Nissa, I deem it to be my duty te trans- 
mit to you, for the further notice of the Right Honourable the Governor-General 
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in Council, the enclosed translation of a letter which I have recently received 


from her Highness, and a copy of a Jetter addressed by me tathe Vizier, to which 
no satisfactory answer has been received. Pays ae i a oe 


Ihave, &e. ee 
Lucknow, (Signed) . J, Batueiz,  . 
g0th April 1812. a .. ... . Resident, 


’ h of . ’ 





From Shums-oon Nissa Begum. (Dated the 31st March 1812.) 


I have repeatedly importuned you with representations of my grievances, 
which still remain unredressed, while the greatest distress and embarrassment 
pervade the affairs of my jagier. My numerous letters to you on subjects of the 
most trifling nature, connected with the Khalsa, which you refer to me, evince 
my regard to your representations and ready compliance with your requests; yet 
when I, as frequently happens, am compelled to complain to you of the unjusti- 
fiable and oppressive proceedings of the Khalsa Zemindars, no steps are taken 
to afford me the smallest satisfaction or redress. You are apprized of the nature 
and extent of the criminal conduct of Golab Sing, Zemindar of Darapore in the 
Elaka of Nawaub Gunge, belonging to my jagier, how. he murdered Suda Sheo 
Sing, Havildar, ruined the weavers, whom he compelled to abandon their houses, 
cut off the hand of one person and carried away the planks. and beams belonging 
to his house, and set fire to and destroyed several villages. My reiterated appli- 
cations for redress against these acts of violence have been productive of no 
effect whatever. I have also frequently requested, that the dispute about the 
boundary of lands between Sheikh Musaood and Moizuddeen, who is, at the 
same time, a Zemindar of mine and a Malgoozar of the Khalsa, might be ad- 
justed; but the transfer of the Elaka of the jJatter to the former, serving only to 
exasperate the parties, is all the notice which my request on this subject has 
obtained. Gunga Passee, inhabitant of my jagier, was takén into custody, and 
afterwards released. When this person was at tirst thrown into prison, 1 wrote 
to you, requesting that on his being liberated he might be sent to me, or deli- 
vered over to the Aumil of my Jagier; but, instead of a compliance with this 
wish, the pasee was given up to Kader Hoosein, Aumil of Sedhour, who has 
induced him to settle in the district under the latter, the consequence of which 
is, that the former entering the jagier, has demanded of the Zemindar of Yakoot 
Gunge the suin of two hundred and fifty rupces, the amount, .he asserts, which 
it cost him to obtain his liberty, and threatens that if measures be not taken to 
satisfy this demand, he will effect the ruin of those persons. I leave you to judge 
how, under these circumstances, the affairs of the jagicr can prosper, The fact 
is, that they daily grow worse and worse. What redress has been obtained 
against the encroachinents and oppressions practised by Benee Pershaud, Durogha 
of the customs in the bazar belonging to me? All the people of it have been 
seized! and carried elsewhere, and it is now, to all intents and purposes, destroyed 
and deserted. I have from time to time given you tutelligence of these proceed- 
ings, but my representations have been disregarded, and the object of them un- 
redressed. Certain allowances formerly made to me for candles and lamps, 
for bearers attached to the palkee-khana for grass and grain for the garden, 
bullocks, and eunuchs’ house, for medicine, for repairs of buildings, and for 
carpets and floor-cloths, have been discuntinued, and are not yet restored; but 
notwithstanding the scantiness of my income, I have submitted to all. those 
deductions. The seeds of the decline of my jagicr have been now for soine 
time sown, and any neglect or delay on your part to upply a remedy for the 
evil will prove the entire ruin of the jagier, and ultimately the destruction, of 
me. I mention these matters, however, not with the intention of giving ‘you. 
further trouble for the adjustment of my affairs, nor in the hope of their adjust- 
ment through your means; I design merely to apprize you, that it is at length 
become utterly impossible for me to live in this city under my present afilictions,.: 
with the daily prospect of fresh injuries, and being.certain that, a8 long as I-stay 
here, I shall obtain no redress, though 1 be sensible that you feel for my situation, 
and have used your best exertions for my relief, I am satisfied that it can be no, 
longer necessary nor proper for me to continue in thiscity, 

| : | The 
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_ ’ The revenue of my jagier and of my bazar, together with the allawance for thy % ws cua? | 
table, may doubtless, through your good offices, be sent to me in Whatever city “Sa 
I may reside; I therefore solemnly and earnestly request tint yeu no longer 
resist my resolution to depart, but facilitate it by every means in your powér. 
Should you evade this requisition, yielding to my urgent necessities; { shall quit 
the city at once without any further communications to you; for [ will, of no 


account, consent to remain any longer under the pressure of the grievances which 
I feel. 





A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Ba LILLIE, 
Resident. 


ezeecres eGR 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 1st April 1812.) _ ate yar’ ava 


I have already, at various times, both spoken and written to your Excellency, Lucknow. 
ona number of points regarding her Highness Shums-oon-Nissa, and [ Have 
even explained to your Excellency the nature of my instructions from Govefn- 
ment on the subject of her Highness’s concerns. 


Your Excellency, notwithstanding my exhortations, having hitherto neglected 
the adoption of any measure in the least calculated to sooth or concillate ‘tier 
Highness, and her —— in the extremity to which this neglect has reduced 
her, having addressed another and a still stronger letter to me, on the subject 


of her numerous grievances, I transmit for your Excellency’s information a cdpy 
of the letter which I have received. 


My opinion and advice on the general subject of her Highness and the affairs 
of her jagier, as submitted on a-recent occasion, must be fresh m your Excel- 
lency’s memory. The best consequence must have resulted froti your Excel- 
lency’s adoption of that advice when it was given; and even now, if it be fol- 
lowed, all may be well. But if the aggravated state of her Highness's feeling 
should, as a last resource, impel her to leave the city, and your Excellency should 
seek my advice or assistance on such a critical occasion as that, you will then, 
I trust, be pleased to recollect, that I suggested the means of avoiding it and 
that your Excellency disregarded my suggestion. 


Concerning the seizure of Peera (whois charged with murder), so often meén- 
tioned to me by your Excellency, 1 renewed my applications to her Higtiness, 
who informs me that she bas written in strong terms to the Aumil of the jagier @ 
on that point. I have every reason to rely on her Highness’s performance of 
her promise, and her causing the accused to be apprelended and delivering him 
over to me. 

A true copy : 


(Si med ) J. Bartrrie, 
. Resident. 


EEE 


To N. B. Edinonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government. Letter 
; : from Resident at 
Sir: | Lucknow. 
1. In continuation of the subject of my dispatch under date the 15th ingtant, 
Ihave now the honour of transmittiug to you, for the further notice of the 


Government, the enclosed translation of a letter more recently received from the 
Vizier and a copy of my reply to that letter. | 


2. In the concluding paragraphs of both these documents, the Right Honour. 
able the Governor-General in Council will be pleased to observe, that a prospect 
of an amicable adjustment of the dispute between his Excellency the Vizier und, 
his mother, regarding the superintendence of the khoord muhl of zat hes 
been afforded by his Excellency’s conditional promise of reinstating Tulisees 
Alee Khan in the office from which he was unjustly removed. "ahaa. 


3. Yet still there is reason to apprehend that his Excellency will find some 
pretext for evading the promise that lie’ has made, throug 1 the ob, ap hal is 
rother, Mirza Shoojaut Alee Khan and others deputed to Pyzebdd, for the 
448 purpose 
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oat purpose of exciting clamours and groundless complaints ju the mubl agairist | 


the conduct of Tuhseen and his agents ; and in the contemplation of this event, 
as well as with a reference to the general question of innovations by his Excel- | 
lency the Vizier in arrangements which have obtained the sanction of thé 
British Government, without its concurrence or advice, I shall stil] be desirous of 
a communication of the sentiments and commands of the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General in Council, on the subject of that portion of my despatch of 
the 15th instant which regards the superintendence of the khoord muhl. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, | ’ (Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
24th April 1812. Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Recetved the 15th April 1812:) 


I have perused your letter of the 9th, in reply to mine of the 6th instant, 
(22d Rubbee-ool-awul.) . 4 , | 


You observe that the difference of _. subsisting between us ‘on most 
‘‘ questions affecting the interests of the two Begums, and in many questions, 
“having reference to other dependants of the British Government, has long 
“ been a subject of concern to you,” &c. &c. (to the end of the paragraph. ) 


In the course of the disputes which may arise between the Begum and me, 
your duty is to transmit to the Begum suclr statements as E may have to make 
to her and to communicate to me her sentiments in return, and after recciving 
my subsequent observations on the matter in question, to reflect on the whole 
with attention, and on whichever side the right may be, to reconetle the other 

rty to it, but not, on any occasion, to argue with the Presence on the part, or 
in behalf, of the Begum: and as you are the channel of friendship between the 
British Government and me, you are at liberty, if you judge it advisable and 
proper, to transmit tothe Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council 
copies of the whole of the letters which have passed between us on the subject. 


You next observe, that the superintendence of the mubls at F'yzabad_.is by no 
means a trifling concern, but in your mind a most important arrangement: and 
farther, that in one important point of view it has ever been of necessity con- 
sidered as a matter unconnected with the department of my household, and 
excluded from my control. 


To the arrangement effected under the guarantee of the British Government 
I have never objected, nor do I now object. From that Government I have 
always hoped for, and do now expect, the daily increase of my dignity, autho- 
rity, control, and power, instead of their decline and diminution. Should my 
power, control, and hereditary rights, with a reference to the Begums, suffer 
any injury or diminution (which God forbid), I shall communicate through you 
to the Right Honourable the Governor-General the steps which, in such a case, 
I may deem it advisable to take for my own sake. But the discussion of such 
subjects as this is extremely unpleasant to me. In questions regarding the 
jagiers settled on the Begums, where any evil may exist, or in any instance of 
palpable injustice towards them on my part, the guarantee of the British Govern- 
ment is undoubtedly binding and specific ; but it cannot circumscribe or render 
nugatory my hereditary. rights and authority over my own household, no more 
than it can annul that affinity by which I stand in the relation of son to one 
of the Begums, and of brother towards the other, neither of which relations 
have I acted contrary to, in any manner whatever. 


You further state, that ‘ while her Highness's request to Lord Teignmouth io 
the first insthnce, not to me, to have charge of the khoord muh! and its jaidad, 
“appear upon record and is admitted, there is nothing like a promise of the 
“ nature stated by me to be traced in the proceedings of the Governor-General 
“ while at Lucknow. or on any other subsequent occasion,” &c., &¢rs(to. the 
end of the paragraph.) : 


¥ 


“""“However true it may be, that her Highness, mace. a. request of the j idad 
from. Lord Teignmouth, for the ‘use of the ladies ‘of. the kboord :mubl,: still 


as 
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as Mohummud Tubseen is my slave, and as her Highness, about the period of Sengal Polithoal — 
the dethronement of Vizier Alee, was:in a high degree angry:and dissatisfied with rari i 
him, of which you are aware, and Tubseen himself must Rave a full recollection, ee cae 
it follows that her Highness’s giving the pay of the ladies of the muhl to him, Letter — 
on his receipt, was the same as sending the revenue of the jaidad to me. But,, om the Visier. 
with regard to the increase or diminution of the money disbursed, it never was, 

nor is it included in the authority exercised by her Highness over the khoord 

muhl. It is true that the jaidad and the collection of it are vested in her 

Highness, and to her also undoubtedly belongs the distribution of the stipends 

of the khass muhl; but the mode of distribution of the allowance for the 

khoord muhi depends on me, and her Highness has nothing to do with it. 

I have at present no recollection relative to the payment of any portion of the 

stipends of the khass muhl through you.. Be that as it may, the amount in 

cash of the stipends of the khoord muhl has merely been furnished by her 

Highness, and the distribution of it, and whatever else is connected with it, has 

always been subject to my control, and on this point not a word of difference 

has ever passed between her Highness and me. If you contend that the ladies 

of the muhl have been subjected to the authority of her Highness, God only 

knows what disturbance might be created by such intelligence reaching the 

ladies of the muhl, and by what means they could be pacified. The degree 

of authority which I possess over even her Highness the Begum’s concerns will 

be demonstrated by what follows. 


The Most Noble Marquess Wellesley, in the paper of agreement settled 
between his Lordship and me, on the subject of establishing courts of justice, 
declared that it was highly proper that the Adawlut should extend to Fyzabad, 
for the determination of disputes within the jagier of her Highness the Begum, 
and that it should be placed under my control; and also that it was necessary 
that her Highness’s officers should conform to my orders, and that the British 
Government would afford every assistance in promoting the administration of 
justice and supporting the authority of those courts. Further, when her High- 
ness the younger Begum designed to leave Lucknow, the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General expressly stated to her Highness that I was her heir and her 
guardian, and that it would be improper for her to depart without obtaining my 
permission and concurrence. Thus iny hereditary rights over those ladies appear 
to be clear and obvious. | 


It is true that you are frequently the channel of communication between me 
and her Highness the Beguin, but there are also various subjects on which letters 
have passed between us without any reference to you. 


You observe, with a reference to my remark that “ the loud complaints of the 
Beguins induced my mission of Tuhseen, &c. &c.” (to the end.) 


The real matter of fact is this: I never, directly or indirectly, signified to the 
ladies of the muhl that they should conduct themselves so as that it might 
appear that they were dissatisfied with Tuhseen Alee Khan. Their own letter, 
under their seals, is forthcoming, and will fully prove their displeasure against 
Tuhseen. It is no affair of mine. In their letter they expressly state their 
refusal to submit to the superintendance of Tuhseen or his people, and declare 
their willingness to be superintended by Hoshmund Alee Khan and his people : 
they even igo so far as to desire that the Akhbar Nuvees of the former be dis- 
placed. As-to the report of my displeasure with Tuhseen, and of its having 

reached the Begums, as mentioned by you, I am not aware of’ any expression 
of displeasure made use of by me, the intelligence of which could have reached 
the ladies. Tuhseen has been ill, and I have neglected none of the observances 
of condolence on the occasion, inquiring after the state of his health and urgent 
for medical attendance. But the truth 1s, that after the removal of Behrooz,. in 
whose place I had ordered Tuhseen to appoint Jowahir, and before Jowahir had 
taken charge, the ladies of the muhl, quitting their residence, exposed them- 
selves abroad and committed disturbance. It was after the date of this ¢ccur- 
rence that Mirza Shoojaut Alee Khan went to Fyzabad to see his mother. .You 
must know the date of his departure: the Akhbar Nuvees, whom youemploy at 
Fyzabad can inform you of it. Hence it follows, that the syrmises. of people 
'Telating to this person’s journey, are wholly void of truth, = 

. On 
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On the subject of your observation, “In reply to my remark that those ladies 
‘‘ are my mothers, and therefore not to be treated with any rigour, &c. &c.” (to 
the end.) | : “2 


The ladies of the muh! absolutely quitted their houses, and were preparing to 
proceed to Golaubbaree and thence to Lucknow. The-occurrence ofan event of 
this nature, big with dishonour, and aggravated by their coming to Lucknow, © 
had I winked at it, would have led to the same conduct on the part of those 
ladies as that of my sister to whom you allude. 


Consider this, and say what could then be done? My sisters, on the former 
occasion, made use of tle worst language towards me, and of imprecations inde- 
coroys and unbecoming. Their bad conduct gave me infinite pain, and compelled 
ine to quit my usual place of residence and to retire toa distance. You heard 
with your own ears all that passed, yet no effectual measure was suggested on 
that occasion. 


You observe that my “ application of the terms of the treaty of 1798, as a 
‘* vindication of every act and measure,” &c, &c. (to the end.) | 


The fact is this: The affairs of my household are distinct from the duties and 
obligations of my Government, and my right to control the affairs of such rela- 
tions as my mother and sister, &c. are totally unconnected with, and independent 
of, my duties and obligations as a prince. The obligation to ask advice can 
therefore never clo away my absolute control and authority over every branch 
of my household. 


You observe, “ at all events,” &c. (to the end.) 


Tuhseen is an old servant, reared up in my family: he is my slave: he still 
holds employments under me, and possesses a jagier from: my bounty. He 
neither has, nor ever had, any dependence on, nor connection, with her 
Highness the Begum. I desired him to suggest to me some new and effectual 
arrangement for the good order of the mubls, and as he failed to do so, I 
removed him from the superintendence, and appointed another person in his 
place. Even now, if he will offer any satisfactory suggestion on the subject, 
and the ladies of the muhls approve of bis being set over them, I will reinstate 
him in the office. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Baruxiz, 
Resident. 





To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 17th April 1812.) 


I have had the honour of receiving your Excellency’s letter, dated the 15th 
instant, in reply to mine of the 9th. 


As there does nat appear, to my judgment, to be any argument contained in 
your Excellency’s letter, which I have attentively perused, that should alter my 
opinion already submitted to you, and as the protracted discussion. of sucl) ques- 
tions as this, without the hope of conviction to either party, is at the least as 
disagreeable to me as it can be to your Excellency, I shall decline replying to 
most of the remarks which are contained in your letter before me, and shall 
merely submit to your notice a few observations which the perusal of your letter 
has suggested to me, as being necessary on the present occasion. 


And first, I submit to your Excellency, that in all disputes and discussions 
between you and her Highness the Begum, which may be referred bv either 
arty to the Resident at your Excellency’s court, that officer must, in virtue of 
fis office and of the high authority of the British Government which he reprc- 
sents, have an unquestionable right, not only to argue the matter in dispute with 
eitber or buth of the high personages concerned in it, butto persist in the argu- 
meot with either in befal of the other, so long as a bope of conviction may 
remain, to the end of obtaining justice towards the party whom he considers 4s 
geatieved ; and, consequently, that your Excellency’s denial-of my title to _ 
| | | ce 
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eede for her Highness the Begum with you. is, in my judgment, totally inadmis- 
sible. “That the failure of my mediation and arguments may authorize, or rather 
that it must inevitably require, a reference on my part to the Government, and a 


transmission of the-correspondence on the subject, is a deduction sufficiently clear. | 


_Secondly.—With a reference to your Excellency’s remark, that “ when her 
‘ Highness the younger Begum announced her intention of quitting Lucknow, 
« &c.” Isubmit that the true state of the case is as follows: 


Her Highness’s intention, and the causes of it, having first been communicated 
to me, IL represented to your Excellency the propriety of endeavouring to conci- 
liate ber mind by offices of kindness and consideration, with the view of inducing 
her to suspend her design of retiring from your Excellency’s capital; and my 
exhortations on that occasion appearing to have had their due influence over your 
Excellency, who assured me of your readiness to do cvery thing in your power, at 
my suggestion, to satisfy her Highness’s mind. I submitted those assurances, with 
my own implicit reliance on their sincerity, to the Right Honourable the Gover- 
nor-General in Council, whose letter to her Highness the Begum was, of course, 
conceived in the terms which cxisting circumstances suggested for the accom- 
plishment of your Excellency’s views. But I am sorry to have occasion to 
remark, that your I:xcellency’s subsequent conduct to the Beeum has by no 
means corresponded with the assurances which I reccived from you on that occa- 
sion ; and,. further, that the inference which your Excellency has’ now been 
pleased to deduce, with a reference to the two Begums, from the terms of the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General’s letter, is such as could never tilk this 
moment have entered into his Lordship’s contemplation nor mine, namely, that by 
an acknowledgment of your Excellency’s right of inheritance and guardianship over 
-her Highness, your authority and powcr to infringe every one of her just rights, to 
adopt every possible measure of rigour and unkindness towards her, should be 
established, tothe utter exclusion of even a right of mediation or intercession, on 
the part of the British Government, the true friend and well-wisher, the acknow- 
ledged protector and guardian of the rights and interests of both. But to put the 
question entirely out of doubt, I have, since the date of the letter referred: to, 
been furnished, as your Exccllency knows, with more recent instructions from 
the Government, perfectly consistent with the former, though framed under 
opposite circumstances, namely, a conviction of your Excellency’s continued 
unkindness to the Begum, and of the impossibility of her residing in your capital 
without a total sacrifice of her comfort, unless your Excellency’s conduct shall 
be changed. 


Thirdly.—-With a reference to the concluding remark in your Excellency’s 
letter, which regards the character and conduct of Tuhseen Alee Khan, and 
announces your favourable disposition towards him, I am happy to be enabled 
to submit my entire and cordial concurrence in the sentiments which your 
Excellency has expressed. 1 am satisfied that your Excellency’s returning kind- 
ness is. the only support requircd to enable Tuhseen Alee Khan to discharge with. 
fidclity,. ability, and zeal, for the future, those duties which he has hitherto per- 
formcd, to the entire satisfaction of all parties concerned, during a period of 
more than thirty years ; and, under this conviction, I propose, with your Excel- 
lency's concurrence, to apprize him of your favourable intentions, and desire 
him. to suggest a mode of carrying them into complete effect. 


A true copy: | 
(Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
Resident. 





Ordered; That the following letter be written to the Resident at Lucknow, in 
reply to the three preceding despatches, and that the Governor-General’s letter 
to his Excellency the Vizier, alluded to therein, be recorded in succession. :- 
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al 
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To.J. Baillie,:Esq., Resident.at Luckaow.. 
Sirs 
1, I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your, despatekes, under dates 


® 1 s 


cations and instructions in reply. ° 


the 15th, 20th, and 24th ultimo, and.to. convey to you the following communi- 


2. The systematic opposition of his Excellency the Vizier to every represen- 
tation made to him on the part of, the British Government, has appeared ‘to 
Government to require that the influence of your representative character should 
be supported by a jetter of remonstrance on.the part-of ‘the Right Honourable 
the Governor-General to the address of his: Excellency, embraving not inerely 


the primary snbjects,of your despatches now .acknowledged, but generally ‘all 
depending points of negntiation between the two States. An-English copy of 
that letter ts enclosed for your information and,guidanece. ‘The: original will’ be 
transmitted to.you from the Persian Offiee:as s00n as it ean -be prepared. 


3. Among the points above alluded to, the negotiation which took place 
during the Jast year, on the subject of a reform af this Excellency’s administra- 
tion, is the most prominent. -His Excellency’s omitting to return any reply to 
the Governgr-General’s letter on that subject, of the 28th of December 1810, 


although pear six;months have elapsed since his Lordghip’s arrival -at the Rresi- 


dency, and hjs evident resolution to avoid, if possible, .a re-agitation of that 


question, Glearly demonstrate his Excellency’s fixed -disinclination to accede to 


the wishes and advice of this Government, and to the abligations of treaty in 
this respect. The former of these .amissions .has appearad to the Governor- 
General in Council to demand particular. animadversion : you will accordingly 
observe, that this topic bas heen noticed in spitable terms in the Governor- 
General’s address to she Vizier, and also that his Lordsbip has. adopted the :prin- 
ciples of the instructions conycyed to you in my letter of the.2d of August, and 
acted ypon by your letter to his Excellency the Vider of the 15th af January; 
and it is only necessary to desire, that you will pursue the.object of thoae instnic- 


tigns under the support now afforded by the Governor-General’s letter. 


4. In the same manner, you will renew your representations on the subjects of 
the Vice-President’s uddresses to the Vizier of the 29th of March and 12th of 
July, which are also particularly noticed in the Governor-General’s present letter 
to his Excellency. | 


5. His Lordship in Council entirely approves the tenor of your representations 
to the Vizier, respecting his unwarrantable encroachments on the guaranteed 
rights of her Highness the Bhow Begum. ‘The Governor-General has judged 
it necessary to enter into some detail of discussion on that subject, in his letter 
to the Vizier, with a view to demonstrate the injustice of his Excellency’s pro- 
ceedings, and to manifest the determination of this Government to fulfil the 
obligation of its guarantee pn the present and on eyery future occasion. 


6. The tenor of the enclosed document, and your intimate knowledge of every 
subject to which it relates, precludes the necessity of any other instruction, 
than to desire that, as opportunity offers and occasions require, you will resume, 
and endeavour to bring to a satisfactory conclusion, the numerous depending 
questions between the two Governments, regulating your representations to the 
Vizier by the spirit of the enclosed doeeument; and the Governor-General in 
Council is willing to hope that, under the conviction which his Lordship’s letter 
is calculated to bring to the mind of the Vizier, that Government is resolved to 
urge, with perseverance and solicitude, the just demands which have hitherto 
been preferred in vain; and under the aid which you may be expected to derive’ 
from this direct and visible support on the part of. this Government, your efforts 
will proye euccessful. = 

I have, So. Oe ms 

Fort-Wikiem, - - . (Signed) =O. B. Eparowsrone, — 

Sth May 1819. o 2 Chief Secretary to Government. 


7 The | 
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To the’ Nawatib Vizier. (‘Written the'8th May 18f2.) 

Among the numerous objects connééted With events ‘and transactions in India 
‘daring’ the period’ of my ‘absence from the Presidency, which engaged my atten- 
tion on my’return, none has pS aepier ta ‘tne of'greater intérest and’ importance 
than those which have formed the subjects of Hegetiation between your Excel- 
Jency-and the British Government. I have, therefore, devoted'as much time as 
the general concerns of this Government would admit, to the perusal of all the 
Resident's reports-of his proceedings, and his:communicutions and correspéndence 
with your Excellency, on points-which, both ‘before: my departure ahd during 
my: absence, were entrusted-to his negottation. I have. perused, also, the various 
letters addressed to:your Excellency, and the orders‘and instructions occasionally 
issued to the Resident by his Excellency the Vice-President ; and those letters, 
orders, and instructions, are precisely such as I should myself have deemed it 
niy duty to transmit on the subjects to which they respectively relate. 


I naturally expected, as soon after my arrival at the Presidéncy ds might be 
practicable, to receive from your'Excellency a reply to tHe letter which I had 
the honour of addressing tu you, under date the 28th of Devember 1810, on ‘the 
important question of.a reform in the admmistration of your Excetlency's Go- 
‘vernment, ‘your Excellency not having judged it expedient to ‘réply to it ‘tn the 
form of .a letter to the address of the Vice-President, under whose superintend- 
ence and directions Major Buillie’s . negotiation on the subject of ‘it were con- 
ducted. 


Neither -has your Exeellericy thought proper to reply to the ‘Ictters of the 
Vice-President of the 29th March and 12th of July; the former urging the 
interposition of your Excellency’s authority for the satisfaction of the just claims 
of Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan ; the latter urging your Excellency, on grounds 
of inccntrovertible justice, to restore to the family of the late Hyder Beg Khan, 
in the person of his ‘son Hoosein Alee Khan, the provision granted to it, at the 
instance of Marquis Cornwallis, but discontinued since your Excelleacy’s.acces- 
sion to the masnud. 


Neither has your Excellency supplied the defect of replies to any of those 
addresses by a favourable attention to the urgent répresentations which they 
contain. 


Neat six months have elapsed since my return, during which period I have 
waited in vain fur some communication from your Excellency on tHe several 
subjects to which my own letters and those of the Vice-President relate. I ani, 
therefore, under the necessity of troubling your Excellency by = ténewal of the 
correspondence on these important subjects, as well as by adverting to others 
which have been agitated between your Excéllency and the Resident. 


The perusal of the correspondence between your Excellency and the Resident, 
and the katter’s reports of his communications with your Excellency on the 
momentous question of reform, excited equally my astonishment and concern. 
In urging the adoption of that most necessary reform, I exercised a tight derived 
from the specific provisions of existing engagements; nay, I fulfilled a positive 
obligation imposed upon this Government by an express article of the treaty of 
1801. I discharged a duty imperiously pressed upon me, by painfully witnessing 
the perpetual demand for the employment of the British troops in suppres#ig 
disorders occasioned by the injustice or rapacity of your Excellency’s Aummils. 


_ A stronger claim on the part of this Government to expect a compliance. with 
its tecommmendation, a more forcible obligation on the part of your Excellency 
to afford it,’ could not possibly exist. But I have had the mortification to ned; 
that although your Excellency fully admittéd the right and the duty of this Go- 
vernment to urge the reform of your administration, and the absolute necéssity 
of carrying it into effect, although: you concurred in the general dbiel pace of 
the plan submitted to your consideration in my letter of the 28th Decentbet 
1810, and finally, (after a long and arduous negotiation, in the course of Which 
could not fail to perceive a manifest disposition to render abortive every project 
of reform,) aceeded to a specifi¢ plan of arrangement, your Excellency refused 
to abide by your own written arid positive assent; and this great and iota 
object, 
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object, pursued with so much solicitude on the part of this Government, with 
such jabuorious exertion on the part of the Resident, and with such anxious and 
appxrently successful efforts to remove every objection which had been urged -by 
your Excellency against the system of arrangement recommended to your adop- 
tion, yet remains unaccomplished. 


I am warranted in ascribing to your Excellency, a decided disinclination to 
the introduction of any effectual reform, not only by the nature of the discus- 
sions between your Excellency and the Resident during the course of the nego- 
tiation, but also by the circumstances of your having systematically avoided the 
renewal of that negotiation, and of your having omitted to reply to my letter of 
the 28th December 1810, either in an address to the Vice-President during my 


absence, or to me since my return. 


Under any circumstances, however, it is my indispensable duty to exercise 
the right described to your Excellency by the Resident, in his letter to your 
address of the 15th January: the right, I mean, of investigating and arbitrating 
all such claims and demands, on the part of your Excellency and your Aumils, 
as the British troops may be required to support ; and it is my duty to claim your 
Excellency’s concurrence in such an arrangement as shall facilitate and secure the 
efficient exercise of this right on every occasion. On this subject I have accord- 
ingly issued instructions to the Resident, to whose communications I have the 


honour to refer you for further particulars. 


It is further incumbent on me to resume the subjects of those addresses of his 
Excellency the Vice-President, which have obtained from your Excellency 
neither reply nor regard. 

It may not have occurred to your Excellency, that my temporary absence 
from the Presidency produced no change in the authority of the Government. 
The measures of the Vice-President are precisely the same as ny own, and 
equally excite my interest and demand my attention. 


The grounds on which his Excellency interposed in favour of Moonshee Alee 
Nuckee Khan are incontrovertibly just. As a subject and servant of the Bri 
tish Government, injured by the injustice of your Excellency’s servants, he is 
entitled to expect the support of that Government in obtaining redress. I beg 
leave, therefore, earnestly to rccall your Exccllency’s attention to the letter 
addressed to you by the Vice-President on that subject, under date the 29th 
March of last year, and to express my confident hope that your Excellency will 
no longer delay to exert your authority for the redress of the wrongs of which 
Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan has so much reason to complain. 


The case of Hoosein Alee Khan demands, in a peculiar degree, the atten- 
tion of this Government, and claims the consideration of your Excellency, on 
every principle of justice, honour, and humanity. On this subject I have little 
to add to the just and forcible observations contained in the Vice-President’s 
letter to your Excellency of the 12th July. 1 must fully concur in the justice 
and necessity of the measure thercin recommended in favour of Hoosein Alee 
Khan. It must be evident to your Excellency, that the British Government 
having, at your express desire, taken an active part in this affair, it is impossible 
for me to cease from troubling your Excellency on the subject, until either-a duc 
roportion of the family property shall have been made over to Hoosein Alee 

han, or the provision originally granted to the family shall have been restored 
and assigned for the support of that much injured person. The facts stated in 
the Vice-President’s letter, and derived from your Excellency’s own representa- 
tions, precluding all cxpectations of the former, the adoption of the latter 


arrangement becomes indispensably just and necessary. 

I request your Excellency to re-peruse that letter with attention, and honour 
me with a reply. 1 am willing to believe, that when your Excellency shall have 
duly weighed all the circumstances and considerations therein detailed, that 
reply cannot but be favourable. 


It is with sincere regret that I find myself compelled to notice some other 


points, on which the most earncet representations have been made to yen Ex- 
cellency 
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ecllency on the part of this Government without success. Of these I shall first 
advert to the measures lately pursued by your Excellency towards her Highness 
the Bhow Begum. 


I have received, and perused with great attention, translations of the corre- 
spondence which has lately passed between your Excellency and the Resident on 
this subject. Although 1 readily admit that every Government which reposes 
full confidence in the integrity and ability of its representative, is naturally dis- 
posed to concur in his representations, and to support his acts and proceedings 
at the Court to which he is accredited, yet I beg to assure your ["xcellency, that 
in considering the merits of the question lately discussed between you: and 
Major Baillie, I have endeavoured entirely to divest my mind of this bias, and 
that, on a full consideration of the whole correspondence, I cannot but deem 
the facts and arguments, stated in the Resident’s letters to your address of the 
Oth and 17th of April, to be conclusive and unanswerable. 


That they are so, appears to me to be established, by a comparison of the 
facts of the case and some passages in your Excellency’s letters with the terms 
of the engagement concluded between your Excellency and the Begum, under 
the guarantee of the British Government, in the month of February 1798. 


That engagement contains the following words. 


‘© The Nawaub Vizier, Saadut Alee Khan, being impressed with sentiments 
of the sincerest respect and regard for her Highness the Bhow Begum, and 
fully relying on her friendship and assistance in his affairs whenever requisite, 
promises to shew her every degree of respect and attention, and do every 
thing to promote her convenience and comfort. Asa proof of which, the 
said Nawaub agrees that the pensions allotted for the Khass and Khoord 
muhls shall be paid by her Highness, and the muhaul of Gonda be made 
‘ over toher as a jaidad for that purpose.” 
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Allow me to ask your Exccllency, whether the appointment of a person of 
your own selection to receive the revenue of the jaidad, and distribute it to the 
ladies of the muhl, in opposition to the declared wish of the Begum, is con- 
sistent with the terms of the above quoted engagement ? Can it possibly be 
said, that the pensions of the Khoord muhl are paid by her Highness, when 
the person who, with her concurrence and under her orders, had received and 
distributed the revenue of the jaidad fora long term of years, is removed against 
her consent, and a stranger appointed in his room? 


Your Excellency, in one of your letters to the Resident, has stated, with a 
view to prove your title to make such an appointment, that “ with the exception 
‘‘ of the jaidad for the stipends being under her charge, she never had, nor 
“has any thing to do, nor right to interfere in the management of those 
“« muhls.”” 1 leave your Excellency to judge, whether this assertion is compa- 
tible with the engagement, which declares that the pensions of the muhls shall 
be paid by her Highness, and with the fact of her having invariably paid them 
through the Nazir, ‘Tuhseen Alee Khan, and of her having uniformly exercised 
a superintendence over the Khoord Muhl through his agency. When it is 
declared in the engagement, that her Highness shall pay the pensions of the 
muhls, can your Excellency justly maintain (as you have maintained, in 
another of your letters to the Resident), that ‘‘ the mode of the distribution of 
* the allowance for the Khoord muhl depends on your Excellency, and her 
“* Highness has nothing to do with it ?” 


Your Excellency, in reply to the Resident’s remarks on your assertion, that 
her Highness promised that she would merely collect the revenue of the muhaui, 
and send it to your Excellency for distribution, has only stated, that as Tuh- 
seen Alee Khan is your slave, and as at the period of the dethronement of 
Vizier Alee her Highness was in a high degree dissatisfied with him, her giving 
the pay of the ladies of the muhl to him, on his receipt, was the same as 
sending the revenue of the jaidad to your Iixcellency. 


In reply to this argument it may be observed, in addition to what Major Baillie 
has stated, that admitting the facts of Tuhseen being your Excellency’s slave, 
4 D and 
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and of her Highness’s displeasure against him, she voluntarily employed him in 
the distribution of the pensions; he was consequently her agent, underh er autho« 
rity, and responsible to her, as far as regarded the payment of those pensions. 


I have judged it necessary to enter into these details, because the question is 
connected with an obligation of public faith on the part of the British Govern- 
ment; an obligation to guarantee the fulfilment of the engagement concluded 
between your Excellency and the Begum; and because your Excellency does 
not admit the right of this Government to interfere in questions of this nature, 
This argument, however, I am confident your Excellency will cease to maintain, 
when you advert to the terms of the engagement by which your Excellency 
promises to manifest towards her Highness every degree of respect and attention, 
and to do every thing to promote her convenience and comfort, and by which 
the British Government is declared to be the guarantee of those promises. 


I now fulfil the duties of that guarantee, by expressing to your Excellency my 
earnest hope and expectation that Tuhseen Alee Khan may be reinstated uncon- 
ditionally in the charge of the muh], under the superintendence and control of 
her Highness the Begum, and that your Excellency, bearing in mind the terms 
of the engagement, will nut think it necessary to interfere in the payment of 
the pensions of the Khass and Khoord muhls, nor deem it expedient to adopt 
any measures adverse to her Highness’s convenience and comfort. 


Tam compelled to advert to another subject of a similar nature, on which the 
most carnest and repeated representations have been conveyed to your Excel- 
Jency by the Resident, under the express instructions of this Government, but 
hitherto without effect. I allude to the severe distress and vexation experienced 
by her Highness Shums-oon-Nissa Begum. _I have received copies of the letter 
which the Resident addressed to your Excellency on that subject, under date 
the Ist of April, and of the letter from her Highness to the Resident to which 
it refers, and I concur entirely in the sentiments expressed in the former of those 
documents. 


I deeply lament the failure of every effort of remonstrance, on the part of the 
Resident, to produce even a mitigation of the distresses to which this lady is 
subjected, by the rigour of your Excellency’s measures. I have to lament, also, 
this additional instance of the inefficacy of that advice, which it is the duty of 
the British Government to offer to your Excellency. I have directed the 
Resident to renew his application on this subject; and I conjure your Excel- 
lency, by every consideration connected with your own honour and reputation, 
and with the calls of justice, compassion, and humanity, to redress the grievances 
of which the Begum has so much reason to complain. 


These are not the only points respecting which I have cause to regret your 
Excellency’s disregard of the representations conveyed to you by the Resident; 
but it is not necessary to enumerate them in this address. 1 have to regret 
generally, the effects of a uniform disposition, on the part of your Excellency, 
to mark with your displeasure all those who, by the course of former transactions 
and events, by special engagements, or by services and situation, are entitled to 
the protection and favour of this Government, and systematically to exhibit to 
the world the inefficacy of its counsels, on every occasion on which, according 
to the provisions of subsisting engagements, it is called upon to submit to your 
Excellency the suggestions of its judgment in points affecting the honour and 
interests of your Excellency’s Government. Nor have its representations been 
more successful in producing the exertion of your Excellency’s authority to 
restrain or punish your officers and Zemindars, who afford protection and assis- 
tance to robbers and marauders, infesting the Company’s provinces contiguous to 
your own, or to withhold them from the exaction of duties on merchandize, the 
property of British subjects, in direct violation of treaty. 


I am persuaded, however, that in all those cases to which I have either 
specifically or generally referred, your Excellency is guided less by the dictates 
of your own enlightened judgment than by the false and interested insinuations 
of evil advisers ; for your Excellency’s unbiassed discernment and ability woul 


lead you to reflect, that perfect harmony and co-operation, a pac danced dly 
rien 
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friendly offices, and a community of views and interests, should alone govern 
the intercourse of States so closely and inseparably connected. The men whose 
counsels have an opposite tendency are not less the enemies of your Excellency 
than of the British Government. | 


It is with extreme reluctance and concern that I address your Excellency in 
the language of complaint and remonstrance ; but the duty and the interests 
committed to my charge have rendered it indispensable. At the same time, 
soliciting nothing but what justice, your own reputation, the prosperity of your 
country and the spirit of the subsisting alliance demand, I indulge a hope that I 
shall not have addressed you in vain. 


For further particulars, I refer your Excellency to the communications of 
Major Baillie, 
Believing me, &c. 
A true copy: 


(Signed) N. B. EpmMonstTong, 
Chief Secretary to Government. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 15th May 1812. 


To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 
Sir: 

1. In further continuation of the subject of that portion of my despatch of 
the 15th ultimo, which regards the dispute betwecn his Excellency the Vizier 
and her Highness the Bhow Begum, with a reference to the superintendence of 
the Khoord muhl, I have the honour of transmitting’ to you, for the notice of 
the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, copies and translations 
of four letters, which have still more recently passed on this subject between 
his Excellency the Vizier, and myself. 


2. It unfortunately escaped my recollection, in the commencement of the dis- 
cussion with the Vizier, that I was furnished with an authenticated copy, in 
English and Persian, of an engagement under his Excellency’s seal and the 
signature of the Governor-General, Lord Teignmouth, the existence of which 
should have originally prevented the Vizier from giving cause of complaint to the 
Begum, and the mere transmission of which to his Excellency, without any 
—— on my part, might have convinced him of the impropriety of his 
conduct. 


3. The Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council will now be 
pleased to observe, that I have rectified my original omission, and I am per- 
suaded that his Lordship in Council will view with surprize and concern the 
proceedings of his Excellency the Vizier, in direct violation of an engagement 
contracted with her Highness the Begum, under the Honourable Company’s 
guarantee. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. Barute, 
4th May 1812. Resident. 





From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received 30th April 1812.) 


Nuseem Alee Khan, the newly appointed Darogha of the Khoord muhl, 
tendered his receipt for the stipends of the ladies to Mohummud Darab Alece 
Khan, who, in answer, told him that he would not furnish the money, without 
a receipt under the seal of Mohummud Tuhseen Alee Khan. 


This 
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This will give occasion to the ladies of the muhls to create a fresh distur. 
bance ; do you, therefore, give directions that the money for the above purpose 
be issued to the Darogha. If the money should not be furnished I will supply it 
myself, with the view of obviating inconvenience to the mubhls from delay, as 
well as to guard against disturbance. It will be proper to reply to this letter 
with all practicable dispatch. 


A true translation: | i , S 


(Signed) J. Baruute, 
Resident. 
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To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 1st May 1812.) 


I have been honoured by the receipt of your Excellency’s letter of yester- 
day’s date (17th of Rubbee-oos-sanee). (Recapitulate the contents.) 


Having transmitted on the 17th of April (4th Rubbee-oos-sanee) to the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, copies and translations 
of the letters which passed between your Excellency and me on the subject. 
of the Khoord muhl, and having every reason to expect that I shall soon be 
honoured with a communication of his Lordship’s commands in reply, I am 
necessarily precluded from offering any suggestion on the subject to her 
Highness the Begum, or writing to her Minister in the terms which your 
Excellency has prescribed, until 1 reccive the orders of the Government; 
more particularly after perusing the engagement under your Excellency’s 
seal, and the signature of the Governor-General, Lord Teignmouth, which 
was granted to her Highness the Begum on the 20th February 1798. A copy 
of this treaty, in Persian and English, authenticated by the signature of Mr. 
Edmonstone, was fortunately discovered to-day among the secret records of 
my office, and an extract from it is here inserted for your information. ‘“ As 
‘* a proof of which, the said Nawaub agrees that the stipends of the Khass and 
‘¢ Khoord muhis shall be paid by her Highness the Begum, and the Muhaul 
‘© of Gonda shall be made over to her as a Jaidad for that purpose.” 


I can see no reason why a delay of ten or twenty days in the payment of 
the stipends of the muhls should now create a disturbance on the part of: 
those ladies, as it is well known that they have heretofore been frequently. 
three and four months in arrears, without the sound of their voices being 
heard, unless indeed the intrigues of the new Darogha and other persons, 
recently deputed to I'yzabad, may have wrought such a change in their 
conduct, which is certainly by no means impossible. 


At all events, if your Excellency do really apprehend any disturbance, and 
will be pleased to write to the ladies that the subject of the superintendence 
of the muhls has béen referred for the consideration of the British Govern- 
ment, and that an answer to this reference is expected in.a few days, I am 
persuaded that those ladies will remain quiet until the sentiments of the 
Government shall be made known to them. Should your Excellency not 
approve of this suggestion, as my whole mind is bent on consulting your 
Excellency's gratification, I suggest, with this view, another expedient, 
namely, that your Excellency for the present procure a receipt, as hitherto, 
under the seal of. Mohummud Tuhseen Alee Khan, and transmit it to her 
Highness the Begum: in this case, I shall write to her Highness without 
awaiting the orders of Government, and shall request her to advance the 
allowances for the ladies; and I have every reason to believe that her 
Highness will comply with my request. 


A true copy : a , 
(Signed) J. Barixie, 
| Resident. — 


« ne 7 ~ From. 
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From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 2d May 1812.) 


I have received your letter of the 18th instant (1st May), in reply to mine 
of the 17th (30th April). 

With regard to what you state, that ‘having transmitted to the Right 
‘¢‘ Honourable the Governor-General in Council,” &c. &c. (to the end of the 
paragraph); the case is this: you must procure from the Begum, and 
forward to me, the engagement to which you allude as in her possession, 
that I may learn from the instrument itself the nature of its contents. 


As to the intrigues of the Darogha and others, for what advantage and to 
what end should such intrigues be employed? I cannot comprehend how 
they can exist. 


Bengal Politicat 
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In reply to your suggestion of my writing to the ladies that the subject of - 


the superintendence has been referred, &c. &c. (to the end); the fact is, 
that though you yourself directed Tuhseen Alee Khan to suggest efficient 
measures for the superintendence of ‘the muhls, he has yet offered no 
satisfactory communication on that subject. If he offer the necessary satis- 
faction without delay, so much the better, but otherwise I shall refrain 
from saying a word to the ladies on the subject, because if I did they would 
immediately quit the muhls. If her Highness the Begum will not issue 
the allowance on the receipt of the new Darogha I will grant a receipt to her 
myself. 
A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Baruyr, 
Resident. 





To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 4th May 1812, 21st Rubbee-oos- 
sanee. ) 


I have had the honour to receive your Excellency's letter of the 19th Rub- 
bee-oos-sanee, in answer to mine of the Ist instant (18th Rubbee-oos-sanee). 


I shall apply to her Highness the Begum for the original, or a copy of the 
engagement, though J do not see any necessity for doing so, and in the mean 
time I transmit, for your Excellency’s inspection, a copy from the authen- 
ticated copy which is lodged among the records of the Residency, in the 
hand-writing of Mr. Edmonstone, and of equal validity with the original. 
If, after perusing this document, your Excellency persist in the opinion 
with regard to the question at issue which has occasioned so much trouble to 
us both, I shall have additional cause of concern. 


With a reférence to your Excellency’s remark, that though I had myself 
‘directed Tuhseen to suggest, &c. &c. to the end: I have perused a copy 
of Tuhseen’s arzee to your Excellency, and of the draft of a letter 
proposed to be written to the ladies of the muhls, and I entirely approve 
of both; the measures proposed by Tuhseen are in my mind extremely 
judicious, and I am persuaded that their adoption by your Excellency will be 
productive of the desired effect, if all other intrigues be put a stop to. 


With a reference to your Excellency’s offer of a receipt from yourself to 
her Highness the Begum, it is sufficient for me to observe, in the words of 
your Excellency’s engagement, ‘that the convenience and comfort of her 
‘“‘ Highness are the only objects in my view,” and consequently, if she agree 
to your Excellency’s proposal, I shall of course be entirely satisfied. 


A true copy: 
(Signed) J. Baruie, 
: Resident. 





Engagement executed by the Nawaub to the Bhow Begum. 


The Nawaub Saadut Alee Khan entertaining a high respect for the Bhow 

egum, and relying upon her friendship and assistance whenever it may be 

required, promises on his part, and in consideration thereof, a strict attention 

to the preservation of her honour and dignity, and to contribute in all respects 

to her comfort, and in proof thereof consents that the allowances of the sia 
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Benge! Political and Khass muhls shall be paid through her; and that to enable her t 
Consultations, discharge them, the Muhaul of Gonda shall for this purpose be appropriatec 
15 Mey 1912, 2 OS. gs : 

ae in jagier ; and as a further proof of his regard for her, agrees also that as the 

Encoswe. | jagier of Oude is situated near her residence at Fyzabad, it shall be made 

over to her for her personal accommodation. He also requires, that the 

Company shall be the guarantee of this engagement, and the signature of the 
Governor-General in token thereof be put thereto. 


Delivered, 20th February 1798. 
A true copy: 
(Signed) J. Barve, 
_ Resident. 





Ordered, That the following letter be written to the Resident at Lucknow, in 
reply to the foregoing despatch. 





Letter To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
from Secretary to Sir : 
oeeiniene 1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, under date the 


4th instant, enclosing copies of your correspondence with the Vizier, in con- 
tinuation, on the subject of the superintendence of the Khoord mubl, and 
noticing your want of recollection of the engagement concluded by the Vizier 
and the Bhow Begum in February 1798, and guaranteed by the British Go- 


vernment. 

3. The Governor-General in Council inferred, from the tenor of your corre- 
spondence with the Vizier, of which translations formed enclosures in your 
despatch of the 15th ultimo, that both you and his Excellency bore in mind the 
existence of that engagement, since both referred to the Company’s guarantee 
relatively to the Begum; but from a passage in the Vizier’s letter to your 
address, received on the 2d instant, it would appear that he had no recollection 


of it. 

3. You will observe, however, that the Governor-General, in his letter 
to the Vizier, (an English copy of which was enclosed in my despatch 
to you of the 8th instant), in discussing the subject in question, has spe- 
cifically referred to the terms of that engagement, for the purpose of demon- 
strating the right of the Begum to pay the stipends of the muhls through her 
own agents, and his Lordship in Council is consequently disposed*to question 
the Vizier’s authority to exact any conditions preparatory to the restoration of 
Tuhseen Alee Khan to the office from which he has been so unwarrantably 
removed ; and you will observe that the Governor-General has accordingly 
judged it proper to require the unconditional restoration of Tuhseen Alee 
Khan to the office of Nazir. 

5. Although it seems probable, from the tenor of your late communication on 
this subject, that information of his baving been actually reinstated may be 
received before the letter from the Governor-General to the Vizier, re 
mentioned, can be prepared in the Persian language, still his Lordship will not 
deem it expedient, in that event, to make any altcration in the letter, as the 
distinct exposition which it contains of the mghts of the Begum, under the 
engagement in question, may be useful on future occasions. 


T have, &c. 








Fort-William, (Signed) N. B. Epmonsrone, 
15th May 1812. Chief Secretary to Government. 
pit ce eae EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
12 June 1812. The 12th June 1812. 
Letter To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq , Chief Secretary to Government. 
from Resident at Sir: 
ueeHows _ Considering the great importance of the recent discussions between his Excel- 


lency the Vizicr and myself on the subject of the reform of his er 
deem 
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k deem it to be my duty to place on the records of the Government, as well in 
Persian as in English, the whole of the correspondence which has passed on that 
subject since my receipt of your official despatch under date the 28th December ; 
and accordingly I have now the honour of transmitting to you the whole of the 
Persian documents arranged in a regular series, and cuimprizing thirty-four 
separate letters or official notes, with their respective enclosures. 


I have, &c. 
Lucknow, Signed) J. BAILLiFs 
Ist August 1811. Resident. 


Ordered, That the Persian documents enclosed in the foregoing letter be sent 
for deposit to the Persian Department, together with a copy of the foregoing 
letter, for the information of the Persian Secretary. 


Note.—The thirty-four Enclosures alluded to in the foregoing letter are the 
original Persian Correspondence with the Vizier, of which English trans- 


lations appear in this compilation. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 25th June, 1812. 


To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 
Sir: 

1. My reiterated applications to the Vizier, in obedience to the commands of 
the Government, and in compliance with the requisitions of the judge and 
Magistrate of Elahabad, for the apprehension of marauders who have recently 
infested that district and found refuge in the reserved territory, have at length 
produced an effect, which I could not have contemplated as the result ofa dis- 
cussion on any subordinate question between his Excellency and me, namely, a 
long letter from his Excellency in answer to my letter of the 15th January last, 
on the important subject of reform. 


2. Asintroductory to the matter of this document, a translation of which is 
enclosed, I take the liberty of referring the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General in Council to my separate despatch of this date, containing copies and 
translations of letters on the subordinate point, which have passed between his 
Excellency and me, and in the last of which letters, on the part of his Excel- 
lency, it will be seen that he has again reverted to the expedient of drawing a 
distinction between the civil demands of his Government and offences committed 
against its peace, and has endeavoured to render a requisition from our Govern- 
ment for the seizure and surrender of felons an instrument of terror and oppres- 
sion in the hands of his Aumil of Pertaubghur, a district notoriously the scene 
of every specics of violence and rapacity for a protracted period of time, sup- 
ported, Iam sorry toadd, by the active operations of our troops, during a por- 
tion of almost every succeeding year since the date of the Treaty of Cession. 


3. That the: object of the Vizier on this occasion has been frustrated in a 
becoming manner, the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council will be 
pleased to observe, by the tenor of my short letter to his Excellency, under date 
the 6th instant, and by the terms of my instructions of the same date to the com- 
manding officer at Pertaubghur, which form numbcrs of my separate despatch ; 
and my reply to his Excellcency’s letter on the more important subject of reform, 
a copy of which is enclosed, will, I doubt not, serve to evince to the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council, that the Vizier has gained no 
ground in the discussion of this question by his recent characteristic evasion. 


4. Iam sorry to have occasion to report to you, for his Lordship in Council’s 
information, that his Excellency seems still determined to maintain his new 
arrangement for the superintendence of the Khoord muhl, in opposition to 
the will of her Highness the Begum, and in direct violation of his enerecmt 

— Which 
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which he can now no longer disavow, a copy of it having been furnished for 
his perusal. 
I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
1th May 1812. Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (20th Rubbce-oos-sanee 1227, 3d May 1812.) 


T have received your letter of the 11th instant (24th ultimo), im answer to my 
shookha dated 10th (23d ultimo.) 


You have stated, that “ the promulgation on your part of any such report as I 
** described, even were the fact as stated, ts impossible, and that in reality the 
‘¢ statement of the fact, that the British troops are never to be employed is 
“ erroneous,” &c. &c. 


The fact is, that the matter is public, whatever tay be the means of its 
having become so ; and that it should acquire publicity through me is also im pous- 
sible, from the obvious Joss it would occasion to me and the disorders it would 
create in my country. 


With regard to what you observe, that you “ are ready to furnish a force at 
‘¢ all times, under the conditions declared in your letter of the 29th Zeehijj 1226 
“ (15th January),” &c. &c. The truth is this: My answer to that letter was 
drafted long ago, but not having been fair copied was not despatched to you. 
There are several parts of it, however, which it appears necessary now to reply 
to, and those I proceed to notice. 


In your ietter of the 29th of Zeehiyj 1226 (15th January), in reply tomy shookha 
of the Sulkh of Zeckad (17th December), which covered a copy of the arzee 
of Imaum Bukhsh, Aumil of Dureeabad, you stated, “ that during the whole 
** cold season of several succeeding years, and particularly during the last year, 
a considerable detachment of the Honourable Company’s troops had been 
constantly employed in Dureeabad and the adjacent district of Redowlee, in 
supporting the authority of my Aumils,” &c. &c. I have referred to your 
letters of the 3d and 27th Rubbce-oos-sanee (27th April and 22d May 1811), 
and of the 10th Jemadee-ool-awul 1226 (3d June 1811), but cannot find in 
any of them the least mention of operations against the fort of Keampore, 
belonging to Aman Sing, in the district of Dureeabad. It is, perhaps, iu 
some other of your letters that these circumstances are noticed. 


é¢ 
6¢ 


€é 


You next observe: “If such be the state of the case, to what cause have 

‘« “we now to ascribe the disaffection and revolt of the landholders, as repre- 
“‘ sented by the Aumil of Dureeabad? If the representation of that Aumil 
‘* be correct, can we ascribe it to any other cause than the oppression of the 
‘* landholders, and their despair of obtaining redress from your Excel- 
** lency’s justice °” Intruth, had the British detachments in those quarters, 
when they were employed, as you mention, for the purpose of punishing the 
refractory and maintaining the tranquillity of the country, acted in the same 
manner as the troops which were employed on the service of Nandparra and 
Kewayee, the object I had in view would have been accomplished. I have ever 
afforded, and do constantly dispense ample justice and protection to my 
subjects ; and injustice, oppression, and rapacity, being at all times hostile to 
my disposition, could never have been practised towards them, because such 
conduct, if practised, must have ruined the inhabitants and depopulated my 
country: whereas, I thank God, that my country, compared with former times, 
is ina flourishing condition. Travellers passing through it from other quarters 
bear testimony to its populous, cultivated, and affluent appearance. These 
accounts have most probably reached you, and you might have witnessed the 
confirmation of them on our hunting excursion. If, at times, disputes, distur- 
bances, and even murders occur, they must be placed to the account of private 
enmity among the Zemindars, or to their resistance to authority and detention of 
the lawful dues of Government, and not to the oppression and exorbitant 
demands of the Aumils, nor to despair of justice aud protection from - _ 
uinils, 
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Aumils, aware of my disposition, and from the dread of my displeasure, would 
not presume to make exorbitant demands from the landholders, of which the 
latter are fully sensible, since they know that, upon the slightest representation 
of oppression or exorbitant demands by the Aumils, ample redress: will be 
afforded to them: and if, at any time, a difference arise between the landholders 
and Aumils of a district, the grounds of it are fully investigated by me, and it is 
adjusted in a proper manner. Thus, in the case of Aman Sing, who, instigated 
by enmity and oppression, seized on the villages of Veroulee and Ferozepore, 
belonging to Kullunder Bukhsh; on the latter complaining to the Presence, 
the villages were restored to him, from no other motives on my part than those 
of equity and justice alone; but he was afterwards murdered, with some others, 
by his oppressor, Aman Sing. Neither tyranny, oppression, nor exorbitant 
demands by the Aumils, nor the landliolders’ despair of justice, can be inferred 
from the case of Aman Sing, which, on the contrary, fully proves his resistance 
to the authority of Government, and that the despair ot the landholders, if it 
exist, must procced from his not being punished. | 


You observe, ‘‘ if the object of my requisition, in the terms of my letter to 
‘‘ you, .be the seizure and punishment of a murderer, this is not the duty of 
‘“ repular troops, nor is the performance of it practicable by their exertions : 
* the apprehension of criminals and felons is the obvious duty of the police,” 
&c. &c. 


The apprebension of Aman Sing was not a matter of much difficulty. Had you, 
as in the case of my requisition for the aid of your troops to support the Aumil of 
Akberpore, when you furnished me with a letter at my desire, written a letter in 
the same way to the commanding-officer of the troops at Secrora, Aman Siag might 
have been easily seized, as Keampore is only three or four coss from that can- 
tonment. No Resident at my durbar has ever refused me the aid of British 
troops for the purpose of seizing murderers and robbers. Admitting that the 
Cutwals and Thanahdars are the proper persons to execute this duty, and that 
they use their utmost endeavours on such occasions, they must still fail in the 
object without the assistance of the British troops, since the number of people with 
the Thannahdar is too small for such a purpose. 


You state, that ‘‘ the Honourable Company’s Government having under- 
taken, by the provisions of the treaty of 1801, to defend my territories against 
all foreign and domestic enemies, it follows, as a necessary consequence of the 
above obligation, that the British Government must have a title not only to 
investigate, but to decide on the merits of all such claims and disputes between 
my Government and its opponents, as may require for their adjustment the 
interposition of the British influence or power,’ &c.&c. It is true, that the 
treaty in question stipulates the defence of ny dominions against all foreign and 
domestic enemies by the British Government, but it is not mentioned in the 
treaty that the British Government shall arbitrate my demands, or decline to 
believe my assertions, and that I and my subjects skall be placed in the situation 
of plaintiff and defendant. 


cé 
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Again, you observe, ‘‘ you have been commanded to intimate to me the final 

“ resolution of your Government to assert and to exercise this right, on every 
“ future occasion of a demand on my part for the aid of the British troops to 
** support the authority of my Aumils, adjusting on such occasions with me the 
‘* manner of prosecuting an investigation of the justness of the Aumil’s demands.” 
Although the friendship subsisting between me and the British Government, and its 
confidence in me, should be such as to preclude its entertaining a doubt of the truth 
of my own representations, in applying for the assistance of troops against insur- 
gents and enemies who create Commotion and disturb the peace of my country, 
yet, if an investigation is indeed to be required, if, what I consider impossible, 
the British Government should insist on ascertaining the truth of the subject in 
dispute before the assistance be afforded, the mode of investigation is this, that 
agreeably to the statement of the Aumil, when the nature of the case shall demand 
it, I shall depute an Ameen to the Elaka, to investigate the state of circum- 
stances and to report to me on the subject. The information so received I shall 
communicate to you, and then measures must be adopted agreeably to my re- 
quisition, Except this, no other mode occurs to me to be practicable; for as 
4 i to 
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tq the-nyeasure of your deputing Ameens on your own part, I rejected it | 

wihieq it was first a to me, because, an fed se were pint rat fi 
and J and my subjects should be placed in the situation of plaintiff and defen, 
dant, what power or authority should I possess? The necessary effect of such a 
Measure would be the diminution of my consequence, and numerous evils be- 
sides, which it is improper here to detail. From the kindness of the Governor- 
General | expect that my power and authority should daily increase; whereas, 
by this means, it is obvious that my power and authority must be injured. 


Here ends my reply to the contents of your letter of the 29th Zeehijj 1296 
(15th January), and with a reference to your remark in the letter to which this 
shookha is an answer, namely, that “if the inadequacy of the Aumil’s force 
‘* be now the only pretext for his delay to apprehend the delinquents,” &c, 
As the smallness of the Aumil’s force is an obvious excuse on his part, I desire 
that you will send me a letter, to the address of the commanding-officer of the 
troops, that I may forward it to the Aumil. 


LT 


I consider you to be my friend, and one who sympathizes in all my uneasiness ; 
and, consequently, which God forbid, if you should be indifierent or dilatory in 
taking measures tor the punishment of those who excite insurrection in my coun- 
try, disturbances of a serious nature must be the consequence. There are at 
present two or three places in my dominions which in an cminent degree require 
the presence of the British troops, without whose assistance my affairs cannot be 
arranged. 1 desire nothing contrary to justice, nor do i seek assistance with 
any other view. [ have no troops of my own sufficient to quell insurrections ; 
and if I had, J would, as you are my friend, still apply to you for assistance. If 
you delay to punish the turbulent, you will see how much revenue I shall lose, 
tor when the Zemindars hear of the delay, they will withhold the just dues of the 
state. 

A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Bat.ute, 
Resident. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 9th May 1812.) 


I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter dated 3d instant, 
and I have fully understood its contents. 


My repeated applications to your [:xcellency, in obedience to the orders of 
the Government for the apprehension of a few of our rebellious subjects, who 
have found refuge in your Excellency’s territories, and commit depredations in 
the district of Elahabad, would seem to have furnished an expedient for the 
renewal of a discussion, which I considered as at an end, and the revival of 
which in such a manner, and with such arguments as your ixcellency has used, 
could never have entered into my contemplation. 


The seizure of the delinquents in question, which was originally declared to 
depend on the appezrance of a person to point them out, and subsequently 
Stated to require the assistance of a detachment of our troops in support of 
yoor Excellency’s Aumil, would seem now to be considered as a pretext for 
annulting the solemn declaration, which I conveyed to your Excellency in the 
name of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in‘Council, on the 15th 
January fast, as the ultimatum of the British Government on the important 
wudject of reform. 


My letter of the 25th of January, and the final declaration which it contained, 
were meant mercly to explain to your Excellency two distinct propositions, in 
order to your acquiescence in one of them, which is indispensable, with a 
reference to the future employment of our troops in support of your Excel- 
lency’s Aumils, and in the realization of the revenues of your Government ; 
namely, first, that your Excellency should establish a system of administration 
an your dominions either that recommended by the British government, or some 
other equally calculated to afford permanent security to us, for the justice of the 

measures 
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measuses and ‘demands which our power may be required to enforce, or, 
secaudly, as the only alternative, that on every future occasion of a requisition 
by your Excellency for the employment of the Honourable Company's troops, 
the British Government should assert and exercise its own essential and un- 
questionable right to investigate the nature of those demands, and to arbitrate 
between your Excellency’s Aumils and landholders, 


To such a letter and declaration as those, the only answer which could be ex- 
pected by the British Government, or its representative at your Excellency’s 
court, was a ready acknowledgment by your Excellency of the justice of the two 
propositions which were thus submitted for your choice, and your cheerful ac- 
ceptance of one of them; or, if the alternative were disagreeable to your mind, 
a tacit indication of your resolution to refrain, on all future occasions, from 
requiring the aid of our troops in the collection of the revenues of your country : 
a species of aid or support which your Excellency must be fully aware that the 
British Government is no where pledged to afford you. 


But, at all events, as my letter to your Excellency, under date the 15th 
January, conveying the declaration above described, was written under the 
express and explicit commands of the Right Honourable the Governor-General 
in Council, whose high and entire approbation of the tenor of that letter has 
been subscquently signified to me, so as to render it the indispensable rule of 
my conduct on all future occasions, it is obvious that I am precluded from 
entering into any further discussion of the justice of the propositions submitted, 
and still more so from relinquishing the objects of them in the smallest possible 
degree. The only duty which remains to me is that of transmitting a transla- 
tion of your Excellency’s letter for his Lordship in Council’s consideration ; 
and this I propose doing with the least practicable delay ; but, in the mean 
time, I shall offer to your Excellency a few observations in reply to it; and to 
these observations, in the genuine spirit of friendship and regard for your 
Excellency, inspired by a residence of nearly five years at your Court, 1 most 
earnestly solicit your attention. 


Your Excellency has been pleased to remark, that on a reference to my letters 
of the 27th April, 22d May and 3d June 1811, you find no mention of opera- 
tions against the fortress of Keampore, inferring, doubtless, from this circum- 
stance, that the former services of the British ¢roops in Dureeabad Jett the 
settlement of that district incomplete: yet the just inference from the fagt 
which your Excellency has stated is manifestly the reverse of that which you 
have deduced from it, and demonstrates the truth of my observation in my 
letter of the 15th January, namely, that the fortress of Keampore was not then 
in existence, and has been subsequently built, or that its possessor was then jn 
obedience, and has since been induced to resist the authority of your Excel- 
lency’s Aumil; in both which cases, alike, the recent disturbance in Dureeabad 
must be ascribed to the Aymil’s neglect or rapacity. 


Your Excellency’s second remark, with reference to Nandparra and Kewayee, 
proves merely that the force of the British arms, if applied, can destroy all 
the means of resistance on the part of your Excellency's subjects ; a fact 
which hag never been denied: but the justice of applying that force to such a 
purpose, and even the permanent advantages of such measures, are the quest- 
tions now under discussion ; and, with a reference to these, I maintain, that the 
true principle of attachment to your Excellency’s Government will still be 
wanting in your subjects, the disposition to revolt will remain, nay, that this 
must be ever the case under the present system of your administration. 


Your Excellency uext observes, that you “ have ever afforded, an:l do 
“constantly dispense, the most ample justice to your subjects,” &c. Were 
the case as your Excellency has stated it, this discussion could never have 
commenced. Your well-wisher, and the Government which he represents, 
must ever be gratified and pleased by receiving reports and observing exampies 
of your justice: but it is certainly fair to reply, that a description of your 
Excellency’s justice which flows from your own pen, be the colours of it ever 
so glowing, cannot be received as an argument in discussions of a nature like 


this; and that the fertility, produce, and population, admitting them all to be 
: | proved, 
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proved, of a country whose revenues are collected at the point of the sword: or’ 
the bayonet, can never be stated as proofs of the virtuous government of that : 
country. The proofs ot a virtuous government, of the justice and moderation 
of a sovereign, and his impartial administration of the laws, are the willing 
allegiance of the people, their attachment to the person of their prince and. 
obedience to their immediate rulers, their voluntary payment of the revenues, 
and the absence of any necessity for the employment of military force. 


‘Such is the well-known condition of the Honourable Company’s possessions, | 
and such would soon be the state of the whole of’ your ExceHency’s country 
‘under the system of administration proposed. 


Your Excellency proceeds to remark, that “ the apprehension of Aman 
‘* Sing was not a matter of difficulty,” and that “ no Resident at your durbar 
‘‘ had ever refused you assistance for the purpose of seizing murderers and 
‘© robbers,” &c. : 


To this I reply: that though the apprehension of criminals be, as formerly 
‘stated, the duty of the police, I have never absolutely refused, nor shall I here- 
after refuse, to afford the aid of our troops in a case of necessity for that 
purpose. But the aid of our troops to an Aumil, a Cutwal, or a Thanadar, for 
the seizure of a murderer or a robber, is one thing, and the support of an Aumil 
or a farmer in the collection of his just or unjust demands of revenue from the 
Jandholders, is another. And as, from the tenor of the Aumil’s arzee, con- 
veyed to me by your Excellency’s letter of 17th December last, it was evident 
that his object in the requisition for military aid was not limited to the appre- 
hension of Aman Sing, but embraced the enforcement of his demands against 
all the landholders in his district, it became my indispensable duty to hesitate 
about the employment of our troops. 


Your Excellency has next argued, or seemed to argue, from the terms of the 
treaty of 1801, that “as the obligation to defend, &c. is expressly stated, and 
*¢ the right to arbitrate is not declared in that treaty, the British Government 
‘‘ must be bound to receive implicitly the assertions of your Excellency’s 
‘‘ Government and its officers, and to act on them without investigation or 
** inquiry,” &c. 


‘To this argument I reply, in*the first place, generally, that an obligation to 


‘defend or protect, of necessity requires in the contracting party a paramount, 
and in some respects, a controlling authority over the party to be defended or 


protected. And, secondly, that defence or protection against ‘‘ enemtes,”’ as 
in the words of the treaty in question, requires that the enmity be proved. 
Till it be apparent, therefore, or proved to the satisfaction of the British 
Government, that your Excellency’s landholders are indeed the enemies of the 
State, and withhold its just revenues without any just cause or pretext, without 
the plea of a farmer’s extortion, the British Government can never be bound to 
punish or coerce those landholders; for, if so, the British Government must be 
bound to commit oppression and tyranny, which are certainly not compre- 
hended in the letter or spirit of its obligation under the treaty of 1801. ‘The 
right of investigation must therefore be necessarily implied; it must consti-. 
tute an essential part of the engagement to defend and protect; and the disbe- 
lief, or the hesitation to believe, the assertions of your Excellency’s Government, 
is a necessary and unavoidable consequence of the present system of your admi- 
nistration, under which the simple assertion of an interested Aumil or farmer is 
the only proof to be obtained, since there is no court of justice, no legal 
tribunal in your dominions, where disputes between the Aumils and landholders 
can be heard, where just demands might be distinguished from extortion. 


Your Excellency would seem particularly averse to being placed or con- 
sidered in the light of a plaintiff or defendant, with relation to the subjects of 
your Government: yet the true and exclusive characteristic of a _ and vir- 
tuous Government is that which your Excellency would avoid. ‘The just and 
obvious relation between every Government and its subjects, the reciprocal 
mature of their rights and obligation to each other, require that both should 


frequently appear in the character which your Excellency objects to; _ 
Liis 
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this there is no degradation of the Government, no diminution of’ its 
lawful authority or power. Is the power or consequence of the British 
Government in India diminished by its practice in this respect with a refe- 
rence to the lowest of its subjects? In every district of our dominions, 
a court of justice, a legal tribunal, is established, before *° which the Go- 


vernment appears or may be cited, as a plaintiff or defendant, every day. Its_ 


constituted agents are in constant attendance on those courts, for the purpuse 
of asserting its rights and establishing its claims against the landholders and 
every othcr description of its subjects, whose reciprocal claims and demands 
are tried by the same tribunals ; and till the justice of a demand on the part of 
the Government be acknowledged or proved, no military force, no legal means 
can-be employed to coerce the meanest of its subjects. 


Your Excellency next proceeds to suppose what you are pleased to term an 
impossible case, that “‘ the British Government should insist on ascertaining 
“the truth of the subject in dispute before the assistance be afforded ;’? and 
for this case you are pleased to suggest a provision, namely, “that agreeably 
‘< to the statement of the Aumil, you will depute an Ameen to the district,” 
&c. To which I shall first reply, that the orders of my employers, the com- 
mands of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, are express 
for the appointment of an Ameen, on my own part, to investigate the matter in 
dispute in concert with your Exccllency’s officers; and, secondly, that the 
measure which your Exceilency has proposed would, in my mind, prove 
totally useless. ‘The connivance of your Excellency’s Ameen with your Aumil, 
under the present system of your Government, would be the necessary result 
of his deputation. The statement of the Aumil would be confirmed in your 
Eexcellency’s belicf by the report of your Ameen, and the double wages of 
corruption would fall to be paid by the landholders. An Ameen on the part of 
our Goverment is therefore indispensable, with a view to its end of impartial 
justice between your I:xcellency’s farmers and landholders: but that “the 
‘¢ necessary effect of such a measure would be the diminution of your Excel- 
‘¢ lency’s consequence, and numerous evils besides,” I am by no means pre- 
pared to admit; for if the employment of the Company’s troops to enforce 
your Excellency’s demands be not a diminution of your consequence, it is 
difficult to conceive how the appointment of a single person as an Ameen, 
who will merely accompany the truops, should produce the effect which you 
describe. 


To the genuine friendship and kindness of the Right Honourable the Go- 
vernor-General in Councii, from which your Excellency has stated your 
expectations in the concluding paragraphs of your Ictter, I ascribe in a similar 
spirit the wise and virtuous system of Government which his Lordship has 
recommended to your adoption, as well as the necessary alternative of your 
_ adoption of that system in the appointment of Ameens; and I am satisfied, 
nay, your Iixceilency must be satisfied, that his Lordship in Council would 
never have proposed this system, or its alternative, for your choice, if he had 
not been fully convinced of the perfect practicability of your acquiescence, 
without injury to your just rights and authority, as well as of the necessity of 
the measures in question, with a reference to the truc interests and reputation 
of your Excellency’s Government and his own. In reply to your Excellency’s 
concluding appeal to my fricndship, and your caution against indifference, or 
delay, in taking measures for the punishment of your subjects, I can only refer 
you tothe assurance which I conveyed at the close of my Ictter under date the 
{5th January. The remedy for past, and preventive of future losses, consist in 
your adoption of the system so earnestly recommended by my employers, 
and frequently urged to you by me, on the fullest conviction of its advantages, 
and from the purest motives of friendship. | 


A true copy : 


(Signed) = J. Baiwuig, 
Resident. 
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Eiatract Letter from Aly. Secretary edmonstone to the Resident at Lucknow, 
dated 25th June 1812. | 


1. Under the direction of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in 
Council, 1 have now the honour to reply to your several despatches of the dates 
noted in the margin.* 


2. His Lordship in Council considers you to have successfully replied to 
the several points of his Excellency the Vizier’s letter, containing his auswer to 
yours of the 15th January, especially to that part of his Excellency’s letter in 
which he disputes the right of the British Government to ascertain, by means 
which can alone be deemed calculated to produce a satisfactory result, the 
justice of the cause in which the services of its troops may be required. You 
will observe, that the Governor-General, in his letter to the Vizier of the Sth 
ultimo, has asserted that right, and you will, of course, continue to maintain 
it. On the receipt of his Excellency’s reply to that letter, the Governor- 
General in Council will be enabled to judge what measures it may be advisable 
to pursue, with a view either to the eflicient exercise of the right in question, 
or to the more fundamental object of a reform in the system of his Excellency’s 


administration. 


3. You very properly frustrated the Vizier’s attempt to convert the alleged 
necessity for the employment of the British troops at Vertaubehur, for the 
apprehension of the robbers infesting the district of Elahabad, into the means 
of placing those troops at the disposal of the Aumil for the purpose of oppres- 
sive coercion; and the guarded instructions which you issued on that occasion 
{o the commanding officer at Pertaubghur are entirely approved. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 4th July 1812. 


To N. B. Edmonstone, Esg., Chief Secretary to Government. 
Sir: 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, under date 
the 8th ultimo, in reply to ny despatch of the 14th of April last, having refc- 
rence to the proceedings, political and military, which have taken place at this 
court and-in the district of Mohumdic, with regard to the marauder Budjha 
Sing, and conveying the sentiments and commands of the Right Honourable 
the Governor-Gencral in Council for the guidance of my conduct, in the case 
of acontinued opposition on the part of his Exceliency the Vizier to the mea- 
sures and arrangements suggested for the seizure or destruction of that ma- 


rauder. 


2, By a despatch which I have recently reccived from the Resident at Delhi, 
it appears that the employment of a portion of the irregular cavalry, commanded 
by Captain Skinner, in the pursuit of the rebel Budjha Sing, is for the present 
totally impracticable; but it is satisfactory, at the same time, to be assured by an 
official communication from the commanding officer of the troops at Scetapore, 
that the active and zealous exertions of the detachment employed at Mohumdic 
have superseded the necessity for the measure, which has thus proved to be 
impracticable ; and it is still more satisfactory to me to be enabled to report to 
the Government an apparently sincere, and if so, a most salutary change, In 


the disposition of his Excellency the Vizier, with a reference to our just a 
anc 


* 12th May, enclosing translations of your correspondence with his Excellency the Vizier, on the 
subject of the depredations committed in the district of Elahabad by persons finding refuge in the 


Vizier's contiguous territory. 

12th May, enclosing translations of a Ictter from the Vizier, founded on the correspondence 
reported on the abovementioned despatch, replying to your letter of Voth January and of your 
answer. 
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and to the conduct of his officers and subjects, in regard to the marauder 
Budjha Sing. 


3. At a conference with his Excellency the Vizier on the morning of the 18th 
instant, encouraged by the liberal and gratifying support which the Right Ho- 
nourable the Governor-General in Council has been recently pleased to afford 
to me, in the terms of your despatch under date the 8th ultimo (the original of 
the enclosure of which has not yet been reccived), I took a full and comprehen- 
sive review of his Excellency’s untoward proceedings and unhappy disregard of 
my advice, with a reference to a number of questions that were then depending 
between the two Governments, and had long been the subjects of discussion 
between his Excellency and ime. 


4. The result of our conference on that occasion was far more satisfactory, 
with a reference to every question which it embraced, than the effect of any 
communication or remonstrance which I had offered to his Excellency the Vizier 
since Lord Minto’s departure from the Presidency, on his Lordship’s expedition 
to Java; and among the salutary cffects of my representations on this occasion, 
I have genuine satisfaction in reporting to you, for his Lordship in Council’s 
information, the unconditional reappointment of Tuhscen Alee Khan to the 
office of Nazir of the Khoord mull, .as well as the Vizicr’s cheerful acquies- 
cence in some important measures recommended by me with a reference to 
Budjha Sing, and the satisfactory adjustment of a few other subordinate points 
on which we had long diflered im opinion, and regarding which his Excellency’s 
compliance with my suggestions scemed equally just and desirable. 


5. I bave the honour of transmitting to you, for the further information of the 
Government on the primary subject of his despatch, the enclosed copy of a 
Ictter which I have recently received from Lieutenant-Coloncl Adams, with 
copies and translations of a mandate and proclamation, under the seal of his 
Excellency the Vizier, which have been issued at my suggestion, to the Aumil 
and population at large of the districts of Khyrabad and Mohumdic, and copies 
of which are to be circulated, under my instructions, with his Excellency’s con- 
currence, by the commanding officer at Sectapore. 


Thave, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
20th June 1812. Resident. 


To Major J. Baillie, Resident, &e. &c. Lucknow. 
Sm: 

1. Ilaving received instructions from Licutenant-General Champagne, com- 
manding the army in the ficld, to remand into cantonments the whole or such part 
of Captain Macpherson’s detachmeut, as I may decm proper, and the Licutenant- 
General, adverting to the near approach of the rams, having at the same time 
expressed his hopes that no part of the detachment may be required during this 
season, I do myself the honour to acquaint you, that being on my own part 
hkewise of opinion Budjha Sing will not be able, if so inclined, to collect a sufh- 
cicnt number of followers during the periodical rains, T have, therefore, m con- 
formity to the Lieutenant-Genceral’s instructions, recalled the whole of Captain 
Macpherson’s detachment into cantonments. 


2. I take the liberty of suggesting, thata proclamation to the Zemindars, &c. 
against harbouring or giving countenance to Budjha Sing in future, may pos- 
sibly be attended with good cffect. 

I have, &c. 
Sectapore, (Signed) J.W. ADAMS, 

l4th June 1812. Licutenant-Coloncl, commanding 

at Scvtapore. 
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Translation of a Shookha addressed to Hukeem Mehdi Alee Khan, Aumil of 
Khyrabad and Mohumdie. —_ 


The enclosed proclamation, issued by order of the Presence to the Zemindars, 
&e. in your Elaka, is transmitted to you for the purpose of promulgation. You 
will further write to your deputy, dirccting him at all times to scize and despatch 
to the Presence any person or persons residing in his Elakay whom the com- 
manding officer of the troops at Sectapore may point out as deserving of this 
treatment. 


Proclamation. 


Be it known to the Zemindars, Talookadars, Chowdries, Canoongoes, Ryots, 
and inhabitants at large of the districts of Kbyrabad and Mohumdic, that if 
any one shall hereafter admit or afford protection in his village or house to the 
rebel Budjha Sing, or to any of the adherents or followers of that rebel, or shall, 
on any account, or in any manner whatever, be aiding or abetting Budjha Sing or 
his accomplices, or shall purchase or receive in deposit any article of property or 
effects plundered by those marauders, the person so offending, on proof of such 
offence, shall be for ever expelled from his zemindary, as well as banished from 
his country for life, and otherwise severcly punished : and whosoever shall ap- 
prehend, or cause to be seized, the rebel Budjha Sing alive, or shall bring his 
head asa proof of his destruction, shall receive, as a reward for this service, a 
village free from assessment yielding a hundred rupees per annum, to him and 
his heirs for ever. 


True translations : 


(Signed) J. Barixie, 
Resident. 





Ordered, That the Resident at Lucknow be informed, in reply to the fore- 
going despatch, of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in) Council’s 
high satisfaction at the communication which it contains, but which does not at 
resent suggest the necessity of any detailed observations or any additional 
Instructions. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 21st August 1812. 


To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq. Chief Secretary to Government. 
Sir : 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Ietter, under datc 
the 22d ultimo, conveying an extract from the proceedings of the Government 
in the Judicial Department, under date the 18th ultimo, and the commands of 
the Right Honcurable the Governor-Gencral in Council with a reference to thuse 
proceedings. . 


2. Inobedience to his Lordship’s commands, I have prepared and submitted a 
translation of the whole of the proceedings in question for the pcrusal of his 
Excellency the Vizier, to whom I have addresscd a letter in the terms of the 
accompanying document, the result of which shall be communicated to you 
hereafter, for his Lordship in Council’s information. 


3. If the Vizier shall prove disposed to evade the adoption of measures for 
the apprehension of those leaders of banditti who are known to reside in eae 
on the ground of a scarcity of troops, or from the still more probable motive ol 
a wish to screen the Zemindars from the consequences of an enquiry into their 
conduct, which would probably Jead to their conviction in the case of the a. 
of afew of the principal marauders, I submit, for the consideration of me 
Government, the expediency cf detaching a portion of the Honourable —- 
pany’s troops from the neighbouring station of Secrora to proceed to Atrowla 


and Bulrampore, and scize the persons of such marauders as may be found ie 
reside 
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reside in those districts, without any reference to the Vizier or to the local autho- 
rity of the Aumil, as was done on a recent occasion, at the suggestion of the 
Magistrate of Elahabad, with a reference to the district of Pertaubghur. 


4. I am induced to offer this suggestion by the constant disavowal, on the part 
of his Excellency the Vizier, and of his Aumils and landholders, of the residence 
of banditti in his territory, and by secret infurmation which I possess of the 
haunts of a few of the marauders, obtained through the medium of an Hirkar- 
rah, now in my service, who has long resided in Baraitch. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. Batture, 
5th August 1812. Resident. 





To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 3d August 1812.) 


. I have already frequently bad the honour of addressing your Excellency on 
the subject of the robberies and depredations, attended by atrocious murders, 
committed in the district of Juanpore, Sarun, and Tirhoot, by a banditti known 
to reside and to find protection in your Excellency’s province of Baraitch, and 
to be supported and encouraged by some of the principal landholders in that 
province, particularly by Lootf Alee Khan, Jehangeer Khan, and Newul Sing, 
Zemindars of Atrowla and Bulrampore, who are stated and believed to receive 
a considerable share of the booty acquired by those marauders. 


Your Excellency must be aware, that my repeated and urgent applications on 
this subject have been hitherto totally unavailing; and consequently it cannot 
excite your surprize, that the reports and proceedings of the Magistrates of the 
several districts which have so long been subjected to the depredations of those ma- 
rauders, should have ultimately engaged the serious attention of the Government, 
and have appeared to the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council to 
require a more direct and a more urgent representation of the state of the ease to 
your Excellency, with a view to the adoption of effectual measures for the pre- 
vention of an evil of such magnitude as the frequent incursions of this banditti 
into the Honourable Company’s dominions. 


I have accordingly received the commands of the Right Honourable the 


Governor-General in Council to submit, for your Excellency’s perusal, the 


enclosed extracts from his Lordship in Council’s proceedings, in the Judicial 
department of his administration, by which it will appear to your Excellency to 
be clearly and satisfactorily proved, that the principal leaders at least, if not the 
whole of the banditti who attacked the treasure escort in the district of Sarun, 
and carried off the sum of 4,000 rupees, after murdering, or wounding so as to 
disable, the whole of the guard who protected it, as well as the Icaders of the 
several gangs who formerly committed depredations in the districts of Juanpore 
and Tirhoot, are the subjects of your Excellency’s Government, residing in the 
rovince of Baraitch, protected and encouraged by Lootf Alce Khan, Jehangcer 
han, and Newul Sing, the landholders of Atrowla and Bulrampore. 


Under these circumstances, I am commanded by his Lordship in‘Council to 
suggest, and indeed to urge in the strongest manner, to your Excellency, the 
necessity of your adopting immediate and effectual measures for the seizure and- 
surrender of the several leaders of Banditti, whose persons and places of residence 
are particularly described in the accompanying statement received from the 
magistrate of Sarun; and further, for the due investigation of the conduct, and 
eventually the exemplary. punishment, of those Zemindars, by whom the marau- 
ders'in question are stated and believed to be protected. 


_ The necessary measures to be adopted ‘for the accomplishment of thase ends 
are so simple and easy in their execution, that I shall leave them to your Excel- 
lency’s judgment without any «further remark; requesting, however, to ‘be 
apprized, for his Lordship in Council's information, of the measures which your 
4H Excellency 
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Excellency may atlopt, and expressing my readiness to offer my assistance and 
advice, if your Excellency shall be pleased to require them. | 
. | A true copy : 
(Signed) J. Bariure, 
Resident. 
On the 17th inatant, the following reply to the foregoing letter was ordered to 
be-written to the Resident at Lucknow. 





To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: | 

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, under date the Sth 
instant, reporting your proceedings under the instructions of Government, con- 
veyed to you in my despatch of the 22d ultimo, on the subject of the apprehen- 
sion of certain leaders of banditti and decoits protected in the province of Ba- 
rach, and suggesting the expediency of detaching a portion of the Honourable 
Company’s troops from Secrora to proceed to Atrowla and Bulrampore, and seize 
the persons of such marauders as may be found to reside im those districts, with- 
out any reference to the Vizier or to the local authority of the Aumil, as was 
done on a recent occasion, at the suggestion of the Magistrate of Elahabad, in 
the district of Pertaubghur. 


2. The tenor of your letter to his Excellency the Vizier is entirely approved 
by the Governor-General in Council. With regard to the suggestion above 
referred to I am directed to state the follawing observations. 


§. That suggestion is expressed in terms which create a doubt in the mind of 
his Lordship in Council with respect to the exact nature of it, or the measures 
actually adopted in the district of Pertaubghur, to which you refer, as the 
measures which you propose to be authorized om the present occasion do not 
seem to correspond with the description contained in your letter now ackaow- 
ledged. You propose that the British troops should be authorized to proceed 
to Keawl and Bulrampore, and seize the persons of such marauders as may be. 
found to reside in those districts, without reference to the Vizier oF to the weal 
authority of the Aumil. In the case to which you refer, however, the orders 
issued by you to the commanding officer at Pertaubghur, directing, “ on receiv- 
‘* ing information of the place of Kishen Sing’s concealment, either from the 
““ Magistrate of the district of Elahabad, or from the Vizter’s Aumtl of Per- 
“‘ taubghur, to take the necessary measures for the apprehension of that 
‘¢ marauder,” were communicated to the Vizier previously to their bemg des- 
peers The mode of proceeding, therefore, adopted on that occaston, eannot 

e said to heve been adopted without any reference to the Vizier. 1f, however, 
your proposition is to he understood in a more limited sense, that is to sey, 4 
you intended, as in the former case, previously. to apprize his Excellency: of the 
nature of the orders tu be issued, and obtain his consent, and by. the expression 
‘* reference to the Vizier or hig Aumil” yeu merely meant that after obtaining 
his Excellency’s general concurrence in the proposed measure, the troops should 
be at liberty to proceed to the apprehension of the marauders on receiving intel- 
ligence of the place of their concealment, without any additional reference or 
communication to the Vizier or to the Aum#, of course no objection: exists to 
this mode of proceeding, because the only objection would asise from the want of 
the Vizier's consent, which is net supposed in this case. 


I have, &c. 

_ Fort-William, (Sigecd) N. B. Ramonerenn, 
17th August 1812, Chief Secretary: to Govemnmest. | 
On a further consideration of the proposition contained in the above letter from | 

the Resident at Lucknow; ) | 

Ordered, That the. fallawing {urthes instractions ke addsetacd:ta the Resident. — 

| : = — To 
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To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

1. A further consideration of ‘the proposition contained in your despatch of 
the 5th mstant, to which I,had the honaur to reply, under the orders of Govern- 
ment, by my letter. of the 17th, has suggested to the Right Honaurable the 
Governor-General in Council the expediency of endeavouring to obtain the 
Vizier’s consent to a modified emptoyment of the British troops stationed within 
his dominions, for the apprehension of robbers and criminals who find a refuge 
and asylum therein from the pursuit of justice. 


2. Adverting to the interest which, under the existing system of the Vizier’s 
Government, his Aumils and Zemindars have in conniving at the depredations 
and protecting the persons of professionat robbers, a material advantag ewould 
be gained by our possessing the liberty of employing our troops, in certain cases, 
for the apprehension of such criminals without previous reference ta the Vizier 
or to the officers of the district, in which they may be concealed. The cases in 
which this.employment of our troops is alone contemplated are, when the com- 
manding officer may receive euthentic intelligence, that any of the marauders 
whose seszure is desired are concealed at some. place within the distance of a rapid 
march frem the station of the troops, and may have reason to believe that, by 
the delay of a reference to the Vizier, or of application to the Aumil or Zemindar 
of the district, or even of the latter’s knowledge that such movement is intended, 
the opportunity of effecting the seizure would be lost, or would be defeated. 


§. Strong objections oppose the measure of authorizing such a system of 
proceeding without the Vizier’s consent; for although it is true, that even without 
such consent that system might be rendered necessary, and might finally be 
justified by provocations even of a negative kind, such as the refusa] or the 
neglect of the Vizier to afford the assistance which we have a right to require 
against rebels and plunderers who take shelter in his territories, yet to redress 
ourselves at our own hands, in the manner above stated, wonld be a measure of 
at least modified hostility, and would throw a degree of perplexity upon the 
nature ef our relations with Oude, in regard to the oe which such a state of 
affairs might be supposed to aperate upon them, as might create inconvenience. 
and embarrassment of various kinds; and it is, moreover, extremely desirable to 
avoid any act which would afford to the Vizier even a plausible ground for com- 
plainiog of a breach of treaty, as the movement of troops, and any operation 
executed by them without reference to him, for purposes of our own, would 
probably do. 


4 Kor these reasons, bis Lordship in council is not prepared to authorize the 
employment of our troops in the manner above suggested, without a reference 
to the: Vizier, and without a general, if nota specific consent on his part. Ibis, 
therefore, the desire of his Lordship in Council, that you shauld request, and 
endeavour to obtain, the Vizier’s consent to such orders for the sudden march of 
detachments, in the cases anly of the emergencies described, being issued to the 
officers in command at the frontier stations within his. Excellency’s dominions, 
and that the application for this general sanction to the measure should be made to 
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the Vizier, without specifying any particular case for which that power may be . 


desired, but upon the general and weil established ground that such occasions for 
the immediate employment of treopa may, and actually do arise, and that, 
without the power requested, it must occasionally happen that the object which 
might otherwise be obtained must be defeated. 


5. Fhe. Vizier haa sepeatedly and solemnly declaeed his solicitudes for the seizure 
of the marauders who infest our territories, by means of the refuge which they 
find in his qgwn. He. cannot, therefore, consistently with these declarations, 
withhold his consent tq the proposed measure, unless he can disprove the exigency 
on which the application is founded, or unless he maintains the probability of our 
availing ourselves of the solicited privilege, in a manner to disturb the tranquillity 
of his country, and to subvert the authority of his government in the districts 
Where that privilege may be exercised: a supposition which, under the specified 
| ; circumstances 
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circumstances and restrictions, he would aat be warranted tp.assume, and whic 
gn kG s a lig ' 


, 4 


you will, of course, be prepared to combat. | 
TO : a Ihave, &c. a a 
Fort William, | : (Signed). N. B."Epwonsrone, 


2ist August 1812. © . io Chief. Secretary to Governmen 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
: The 28th August 1812. | 


To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 
Sirs: 

1. I solicit the favour of your submitting to the Right Honourable the Go 
vernor-General in Council, for his Lordship in Council’s commands on thx 
question to which it has reference, the enclosed copy of a letter which I have 
this day had the honour of receiving from the Judge and Magistrate of Elaha 
bad. A copy of my answer to that letter is also transmitted for information. 


2. I take this opportunity to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, 
under date the 31st ultimo, being a continuation of your despatch of the 22 
ultimo, and containing a further extract from the proceedings of the Govern 
ment in the Judicial Department, a translation of which, and of your lett! 


conveying it, has been submitted to his Excellency the Vizier. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. Barrie, 


Lucknow, 
Resident. 


15th August 1812. 





To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir : 

1. The secure state of the frontier of this district from incursions by Surnam 
Sing, Kishen Sing, &c. and his party, and from Bodia and his followers, is, in 
my opinion, to be ascribed to the vigilant watch which has been kept on their 
movements, and their consequent inability to plan, with their former ease and 
success, those sallies which have so long continued to distress the inhabitants. 


2. I consider the fortunate result of your application to the Vizier. for Colonel: 
Kyan’s aid in the apprehension of our fugitives, to have had a most powerful, 
good effect. as it has really alarmed the rebels for their own personal safety, 
and shewn them that, even with the decided protection of the Nawaub’s officers 
and Zemindars, they cannot screen themselves from our search, as it manifests 
to his Excellency’s local officers their impotency to expect to grant effectual 
shelter, and rendering them cautious of the consequences of our apprehending 
the offenders within their jurisdiction, after the penalties which have been 
denounced by his Excellency against them, but above all, as it has manifested’ 
the willing co-operation of his Excellency. nn ee 


3. Under these circumstances, I am induced to suggest to you to urge his 
Excellency to the advancement of one step further towards the complete extir-: 
pation of the evil, especially as at this moment such reports and circumstantial. 
accounts reach me of the anxiety and preparations of the fugitives, as. leave no. 
doubt in my mind of their intention to take advantage of the first opportunity, 
or want of vigilance, on the part of the people under my orders, to. effect an 
incursion and plunder. 3 i a : 


4. The plan I propose is nothing: more than to station an officer's party, 
from Pertaubghur, or elsewhere, in the vicinity of the harbour and abode of the. 
fugitives within his Excellency’s territories ; and should you be able to prevail. 
int this suggestion, I shall hereafter have the hogour to advise you of the most 


; on 


advantageous position for the detachment... its Vie 


é 


Be y eae 
é 


rn - @o 
-* 5. You 
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5. You will readily perceive how much this arrangement may afterwards be 
improved upon, by an intelligent and active officer being chosen’ for the duty, 
who may be aided by an establishment of requisite persons to convey to hiui 
information ; and although the chief object'of his command may be considered 
merely to prevent the establishment of Kishen Sing, &c. and the assembly of 
his party in the neighbourhood (whence he always issues), his views may also 
be directed to their seizure. - 


6. It is unnecessary for me I presume to uphold what I have said, by proofs 
of the fugitives receiving support and protection within his Excellency’s terri- 
tory. On this-point I have already assured you; and although the Vizier may 
hesitate to credit an. open disregard of his authority, I entertain no idea of your 
doubting the fact, or that I possess those proofs which will bear me out in my 
assertions. 


I have, &c. | 
Zillah Elahabad, (Signed) T. Forrescue, 
8th August 1812. Magistrate. 





To T. Fortescue, Esq., Judge and Magistrate of Elahabad. 
Sir: 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 8th 
instant, suggesting the detacliment of a portion of the troops from Pertaubghur 
to take post and be permanently stationed in.the vicinity of the principal haunts 
of the marauders, who have recently infested the frontier of the district under 
your jurisdiction. 


2, I concur entirely with you in the expedience of the measure which you 
have proposed, with a view to the effectual protection of the subjects of the 
British Government from the future incursions of those maurauders, and even- 
tually to the seizure of their persons, and having little doubt of the ready acqui- 
escence of his Excellency the Vizier in this measure, if proposed to him with 
the sanction of our Government, I shall submit a copy of your despatch to the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, for his Lordship in 
Council’s commands, with the least practicable delay. 


3. The previous sanction of the Government seems necessary, to my judg- 
ment, as well as proper, not only with the view of conferring additional weight 
on the representation to be made by me to his Excellency the Vizier, but par- 
ticularly with reference to an arrangement by which a portion of the military 
force is to be withdrawn permanently, or for a considerable period of time, from 
the ordinary place of its cantonment, and fixed in another position. 


4. No inconvenience can arise from the delay which this reference will 
occasion in the execution of the proposed arrangement, because it could 
scarcely, under any circumstances, (save of great emergency) take place before 
the breaking up of the rains or the middle of the ensuing month, by which time 
you will have obtained the most accurate information regarding the fittest 
— for the detachment, and I shall have had the honour of receiving the 

ight Honourable the Governor-General in Council’s commands. 


I have, &c. 


3 Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
15th August 1812. | Resident. 


eeamgormaea 


. To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
2 ir: 

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 15th instant, 
transmitting copies of your correspondence with the Magistrate of Elahabad, 
on the subject of Mr. arin suggestion, that a small detachment from the 
troops at Pertaubghur, be stationed in the vicinity of the principal haunts of the 
marauders who have recently infested the frontier of the district of Elahabad. 


4 J 2. The 
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2. The Right Honourable the Governor.General in Council entirely concurs 
in your opinion of the expediency of the measure suggested by Mr. Fortescue, 
and directs me to desire that you will point out to the Vizier the advantages to 
be expected from that measure, and request his Excellency’s sanction to its 
adoption. a — | 

3. It will occur to you, that this arrangement is very similar to that which, 
by my despatch of the 21st. instant, you ‘have been. directed to submit for the 
sanction of his Excellency the Vizier. The latter would include the former, 
excepting so far as relates to the previous march of a detachment to a position 
in the vicinity of the haunts of the marauders, for the purpose of being in 
readiness to effect the seizure of them. Although, therefore, the general per- 
mission suggested in my last letter should have been obtained, on your receipt 
of this, it will still be necessary to obtain the Vizier’s specific sanction to the 
arrangement proposed in the district of Pertaubghur. 


I have, &c. 


Fort William, (Signed) N. B. Epvmonstonr, 
8th August 1812. Chief Secretary to Government. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 11th September 1812. 


To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq. Chief Secretary to Government. 


Sir: 
1.. In continuation of the subject of my despatch, under date the 5th instant, 
I have now the honour of transmitting to you, for the further information of 
the Government, the enclosed copies and translations of letters which have more 
recently passed between his Excellency the Vizier and me on the subject of that 
despatch. 


9. The measures which have been ultimately adopted, at my recommenda- 
tion, by the Vizicr, appear to supersede the suggestion which was submitted in 
the third paragraph of my former despatch on this subject, and will, I trust, 
have the desired effect of preventing any marauders from finding refuge here- 
after in Baraitch, as well as of conducing to the apprehension of the principal 
leaders of the gang who have hitherto infested our dominions. 


3. If the measures adopted on this occasion be approved, I suggest for the 
consideration of the Government, that the adoption of similar measures, ‘and 
the offer of pecuniary: rewards for the.seizure of the several marauders who have 
recently intested Elahabad, might perhaps supersede the necessity of the 
measure proposed by Mr. Fortescue, and referred for the orders of Government 
in my despatch of the 15th instant. | 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) , J. Barnre, - 
26th August 1812. | Resident. 





From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received 16th August 1812, or 7th 
Shabaun 1297.) | 

I have reccived two letters from you, the first dated 26th Rujub (15th instant), 
stating that you had received the orders of Government to solicit my adoption 
of effectual measures for the seizure and punishment of certain decoits and their 
abettors, with a translation of an extract from the judicial proceedings of the 
Government, and descriptive rolls of the decoits ; “and the second, dated the 5th 
Shabaun (14th instant), with translations of a letter to your address fronythe 
Chief Secretary to Government, and of further proceedings, in continuation, on 
the subject of your former address. | 


With regard to what you have stated of. your “ former feexguent applications, 


“in complience with the requisitions of the judges, for the ee fone” 
ofiencers, 
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« offenders,” &c. (to the end); on the 10th Rubbee-ool-awul 12@6, or 5th of 
April last, the copy of an arzee from Balek Ram deceased, late Aumil of 
Baraitch, with Bekhu, &c. eight sheghalkhors and 3,934 rupees were sent to you.. 
Your subsequent applications for the seizure of such offenders have iavariably 
been complied with, and orders to that effect have been issued. by me to Umer 
Sing, Aumil of Baraitch, &c., copies of whose arzees, in reply, have been regu- 
Jarly forwarded for your information ; nay, one or two other offenders, who had 
been seized by the Aumil, have been sent: to you, with such property as was 
found on them. ‘The Aumil, too, has exerted himself to the full extent of his 
power for the seizure of all the offenders, and in destroying their ghurries, being 
aware that the apprehension and punishment of such offenders is greatly wished 
for by me; but as the seizure and extirpation of this banditti cannot be expected 
to be produced by the single exertions of the Aumil, who, in consequence of the 
limited number of his troops, is unable .to keep his own Elaka in good order, it 
appears to me to be advisable that an intelligent English officer, with a detach- 
ment of the Company's iy be employed on this service ; and that a confi- 
dential servant be appointed by me, to procure the necessary supplies and attend 
the commanding officer of the detachment, to report to him every particular ; and 
that a shookha be addressed to the Aumil to the following purport :—That an 
English officer, with a detachment, has been deputed to seize such and such 
decoits and their accomplices, and send them to the Presence; that the Aumil 
must assist and obey the commanding officer of the detachment in the perfor- 
mance of this duty; afterwards all such persons as you may point out to be 
seized, orders for their seizure shall be issued by me. - 


A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Barcuie, 
Resident. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 18th August 1812.) 


I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter, dated 7th Shabaun, 
in answer to my two letters of the 26th Rujub and Sth Shabaun. 


With a reference to your Excellency’s remark, that ‘‘ several decoits and a 
“« large sum of money were seized and recovered by the Aumil of Bafaitch,” &c. 
it istrue, as your Excellency has stated. But a recurrence to iny letter to your 
Excellency, under date the 24th Suffur or 21st of March in the last year, con- 
taining a copy of the Magistrate of Goruckpore’s proceediugs on that occasion, 
will serve to evince to your Excellency that the success of my application was 
ascribable rather to the vigilance and zeal of the Magistrate and his officers, in 
tracing and following the robbers to their usual haunt and asylum in your Exccl- 
tency’s dominions, where they were seen with the stolen property under the 
‘charge of Lootf Alee Khan, originally suspected and now believed, or rather 
proved, to be their abettor, than to any measures adopted by your Excellency’s 
‘Aumil or subjects, with a view to putting a stop to those depredations. Indeed, 
there is every reason to believe, that if the Magistrate of Goruckpore and his 
subordinates had not enabled me to lay before your Excellency the accurate and 
minute information which I submitted on that occasion, the detection of the 
robbers and recovery of the money coyld never have taken place, and the failure 
of all my subsequent applications for the seizure of other decoits in the same 
adistrict, affords a sufficient proof of the negligence, at least, of your Excellency’s 
officers, if not of their connivance with the offenders. 


In reply to your Excellency’s remark of the inadequacy of the force of the 
Aumil to preserve the peace of his district, far more to seize those decoits, and 
your suggestion of the employment of a British force in Baraitch, I submit that, 
as a large detachment of the British troops with a battering train has been very 
recently employed in the district in question, every fortress and ghurry in which 
was destroyed, and every powerful landholder disarmed, it seems impossible now 

0 conceive or account for the existence of any place of strength, or even 
S€crecy, in the district, as an asylum for robbers or thieves, save the houses and 


Villages of the landholders who have the power of apprehending those offenders, - 


and 
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and consequently that the employment of regular troops cannot, on any princi- 
ple, be required, nor be productive of the object in view, but on the contrary, 


. Must rather impede it; because, if the troops be openly einployed, the Zemin- 


dars who protect the marauders must necessarily be apprized of the measure, 
aud will naturally induce and facilitate the escape of those whom it is intended 
to seize, and whom the trodps can never come up with. My advice to your 
Excellency is, that the measures whigh were recently adopted, with a view to 
the seizure of Budjha Sing, be had recourse to in the district of Baraitch; that 
proclamations and instructions to the landholders and Aumil of the district, in 
the terms of those adopted in Mohumdie, be issued without delay in Baraitch, 
and descriptive rolls of the marauders be furnished: to the Aumil, Umer Sing, 
and that penal bonds be required from all the principal landholders, against 
their harbouring any of the marauders, in terms corresponding with those which 
were required from the Zemindars of Mohumdie. 


The result of these measures, there seems every reason to hope, will be the 
speedy apprehension and punishment of all the principal offenders, the protec- 
tion of the Honourable Company’s territory and subjects from the depredations 
of the banditti in question, and the acknowledgment of obligation, on the part 
of the British Government, to your Excellency, for your ready acquiescence in 
its views. 

A true copy : 
(Signed) J. BAtiuir, 


Resident. 





From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 25th August 1812, or 16th 
Shabaun 1297.) 


I have received your letter, dated the 18th, in reply to mine of the 16th 
instant, on the subject of the inutility of detaching British troops for the appre- 
hension of the marauders called Shegalkhors, and suggesting that a proclamation 
be issued, and moochulkas be taken from the Zemindars of Baraitch and 
Atrowla, &c. _ 

Agreeably to your request, a proclamation and orders to take the moochulkas 
shall be issued to Umer Sing, Aumil. 

With this view, I enclose drafts of the proclamation, &c. for your perusal. 
You will be pleased to insert the amount of the rewards to be offered on the 
part of your Government, for which blanks have been left in the drafts. 





To Umer Sing, Aumil of Baraitch. 


The enclosed draft of a moochulka is transinitted to you, by orders from the 
Presence, with instructions to take moochulkas, agreeably to the draft, from Lootf 
Alee Khan and Jehangeer Khan, Zemiudars of Atrowla, Newul Sing, Zemindar 
of Bulrampore, and from every Zemindar and Talookadar within your Elaka, and 
forward them to the Presence without delay. | 


Draft of the Afoochutka. 


I ...esseeee., Zemindar, or Talookadar, of the village of ......... ,in the Elaka 
of ...seee6., in the district of Baraitch,:do hereby agree and give in writing, 
that if I do hereafter, in any measure, assist, protect, or give asylum in my Elaka, 
village, or house, to Kullundra decoit, or his followers of the tribe of Sheghal- 
khors, a description of whose persons is annexed, or purchase any stolen pro- 
perty from them, or ke¢p such property in deposit, and this offence shall be 
proved; I be considered as a criminal to the State, and for ever expelled from 
iny Zemindary and house, and be liable to every other punishment which can 
be inflicted on me. 


In witness whereof, &c. 
Draft of Proclamation. 


Be it known to the Zemindars, Talookadars, Chowdries, Canoongoes, Ryots, 


and inhabitants at large, of the district of Bulrampore and Atrowla, 8c. and > 
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alt other Elakas'and purgunnahs in Baraitch, That if any one shall hereafter 
admit or afford protection in his Aiea or house to Kullundra, or ta any of the 
‘adherents or followers of that decoit, a description of whose persen, with descriptions 
of several of his followers, is annexed, or shall on any account, or in any manner 
whatever, be siding or abetting to Kullundra or his aecomplices,..or shall pur- 
chase or réceive in deposit any articles of property or effects plundered by those 
marauders, the person so offending, on proof of such offence, shali be for ever 
expelled from his Zemindary, as wel| as banished from his country for life, and 
otherwise pl | ee ae and whosoever shalt.apptehend, or cause. to be 
“seized, the said Kulliindra alive, or shall bring his head.es a proof of his des- 
truction, shall receive, in reward for this service from the Sircar, a village, free 
from assessment, yielding a hundred. rupees per annum to him and his heirs for 
ever, and further the sum of one thousand Tackoow rupees from the Honour- 
able Company’s Government. 


A reward of five hundred rupees will be given by the’ British Government to 
any person who shall apprehend, or cause to be seized, any of the principal 
followers of Kullundra, or leaders of gangs of decoits whose persons are des- 
cribed in the margin. 

True translations : 


(Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
Resident. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 26th August 1812.) 


I have had the honour of receiving your Excellency’s letter with its enclosures, 
all of which I entirely approve. The blanks in your Excellency’s proclamation 
have been filled up according to your desire, and I suggest that the proclamation 
and instructions to the Aumil be issued without any delay. 


A true copy : 


Signed J. BAILLIE 
ae Resident. 





o To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
ir: 

1. Tam directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, under date the 
26th ultimo, enclosing copies and translations of letters which had passed 
between you and his Excellency the Vizier, on the subject of the robbers 
secreted in the district of Baraitch, in consequence of the communication and 
instructions conveyed to you in my despatch of the 5th, from which documents 
it appears that his Excellency had, at your recommendation, adopted, with regard 
te those robbers, the same: measures that he had been persuaded to adopt with 
regard to. Budjha Sing, and which you ceneeive to supersede the suggestions con- 
tained in your former despatch on ‘the same subject, of the 51h ultimo; and if 
ag ts also, with respect to the marauders who have lately infested the district 
of Elababad, and who find refuge in that of Pertaubghur, might equally super- 
sede: the necessity of the measure proposed by the Magistrate of the former 
“sta and referred for the orders of Government in your despatch of the 15th 
WCE. . ee | 


 @ It is satisfactory to the Right HonouraBle the Governor-General in Council 
to'leayn; that the Vizier has issued the orders and the proclamation which you pro- 
posed’s and his Lordship in Conntit concurs entirely in the expediency of issuing 
the'samein thé district of Pertaubghur, as you have suggested, with a view to 
theuppréhersion of the rarauders who have been in the babit of in {esting the 
district of Elahabad ; and you will accordingly be pleased to make the necessary 
application to the Vizier on the subject. His Lordship in Council leaves it to 
your discretion, to decide whether or not the adoption of these measures shall 
supersede the proposition of te Magistrate.of Elahabad, described in your des- 
‘patch of tlie 15th ultimo, and approved by the Governor-General in Council, as 
“sighified'to you in my reply 'té that despatch, «= | 
4h 3. It 
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3. It does not, however, appear to his Lordship in Council, that the more 
general arrangement suggested in the instructions of Government to your address 
of the 21st ultimo, need be suspended, in consequence of the measures which the 
Vizier has consented to adopt in the district of Baraitch, although you are at 
liberty to suspend the prescribed proposition, if you should judge it expedient se 
to do, on grounds which, in that case, you will of course submit to the consi- 
deration of Government.. ; | 
: I have, &Xc. , 

Fort William, : (Sioned) N. B. EpMONSTONE, 
11th September 1812. Chicf Secretary to Governinent, 





To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 
Sir: " 
1. Tam concerned to have occasion to report to you, for the information of 
the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, that her Highness the 
Begum, Shums-oon Nissa, has this day quitted the city of Lucknow, and pro- 
ceeded to her jagier of Pertaubeunge, at the distance of twelve coss, with the 
declared intention of remaining there but for a short time, and then proceeding 
to the Presidency, or to some intermediate station in the [lonourable Company’s 
territory, where her residence may hereafter be fixed. 


2. The lamentable detail of those unhappy disputes with her brother-in-law, 
the Vizier, and of her own consequent sufferings and distresses, which have at 
Iength impelicd her Highness to take this step, in opposition to my ‘earnest 
remonstrance and advice, needs not to be repeated at present for his Lordship in 
Council’s information. 


3. The Vizier sent me a letter to her Highness’s address at a late hour of yes- 
terday evening; and as the terms and manner of the Ictter were conciliatory. 
and kind in the extreme, I accompanied the transmission of it with expressions 
of advice and entreaty, on my own part, whicli I trusted would have some effect. 
Her Highness, after again and again refusing to open or peruse the Vizicr’s letter, 
or to receive a communication from him on any subject whatever, at Ieneth 
yielded to my entreaty, reccived the fetter from my messenger, and promised to 
suspend her journey for a few days at the least, and to communicate her senti- 
ments to me, though not to his Excellency, with a reference to the contents of his 
letter. Tomy astonishment and concern, about an hour ago, a message from 
her Highness, by her Vakeel, informed me of her actual departure towards Per- 
taubgunge, and of her intention of explaining to me the causes of this move- 
ment by letter, immediately on her arrival at that place. 


4. His Excellency the Vizier does not appear to be much concerned at her 
Highness’s departure from Lucknow. He must be conscious that his own un- 
generous conduct was the only original inducement to this measure, and that a 
timely change of conduct on his part, in compliance with the earnest and 
repeated advice of the British Government and _ its representative, would have 
sufliced to prevent her Highness from exccuting this design. As matters stand, 
he may perhaps consider her departure, after receiving his letter of last night, to: 
form the ground of a solid argument avainst the truth of all her former com- 
plaints, and asa vindication of his own conduct towards her in the opinion of 
the Right Honourabic the Governor-General in Council, which is of course the 
principal object in his view. 


5. The transmission of his Excellency’s answer to the Governor-General’s let- 
ter, which I received on the 26th ultimo, as reported in my despatch of. yes- 
terday’s date, has been suspended by his Excellency’s desire, for the purpose of 
revisal and reconsideration. I shall forward a copy of it, and a copy of my 
remarks on the tenor of it, submitted to his Excellency on the 29th ultimo, to: 
tie secretary in the Persian Department, for his Lordship in Council's infor-. 
mation. , ; : 


6. With a reference to the ultimate resolution of her Highness the Begum, 
after spending some time in her jagicr, it seems to me to be advisable and eed 
5, 


ducive to the happiness and peace, not only of her own mind But of her brothe 
: | 
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if a cordial reconciliation cannot be effected between them, that her Highness 
be permitted to reside in some one of the principal citics within the. Honourable 
Company’s territory ; and I foresee little, if any, difficulty, in inducing the Vizier 
to consent to this measure, or to the subordinate arrangements connected with 
it, having a reference to her Highness’s maintenance, which is of course a burthen. 
on this Government wherever her Highness may reside. 


7. In the case of the Begum’s proceeding towards the Presidency, or of her 
protracted residence in the jagier, I propose detaching a guard of the Honourable 
Company’s troops to attend and protect her Highness on her journey, or during 
her stay in thejagier. The propricty, and indeed the necessity of this measure, 
with a reference to her Highness’s rank, as well as to the safety of her person, 
are apparent, and no objection to this measure can be expected on the part of 
the Vizier. : 

I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAILLIE, 

Ist September 1812. Resident. 


To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

1. Iam directed to acknowledge the.receipt of your despatch, under date the 
Ist instant, on the subject of her Highness Shuins-oon Nissa Beguim’s retreat to 
her jagier, and her solicitude to take up her abode within the territories of the 
Honourable Company. 


2. The Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council deeply laments 
the failure of all the earnest and repcated endeavours which, aided by direct 
applications on the part of this Government, you have employed, to produce 
such an alteration in the conduct of the Vizier towards her, as by removing the 
distresses to which she has been so long subjected by the injustice and cruclty of 
his Excellency, would have removed her desire to emigrate. 


3. If, as appears to be the case, all hope of a reconciliation between the Vizier 
and the Begum is extinguished, his Lordship in Council concurs in your sugecs- 
tion, that she be permitted to reside at some one of the cities within the Ho- 
nourable Company’s territories, and is of opinion, that Patna would be the most 
convenient. Under this arrangement, it will remain to make the. neccessary 
arrangements for her subsistence; and bis Lordship in Council is disposed to 
render those arrangements, as far as may be practicabte, agrecable to her wishes. 


4. Ina letter dated the 27th October 1802, your predecessor, the late Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Scott, transmitted an earnest application from the Begum for 
permission to procecd to KNerbulla, and she at that time proposed that the col- 
lections from her jagicr should be made. by her own servants, subject to the 
authority and guidance, or in other words, under the guarantee of the British 
Government, and that aftcr paying such salarics as she should appoint, the 
balance should be remitted to her monthly, or annually, through the officers of 
that Government. She proposed, also, that the provisions supplied for her use 
from the Vizicr’s kitchen should be commuted for an annual payinent in money, 
and the amount be remitted to her. 


5. The whole of the Begum’s requests were complied with, as appears by 
the reply of the 13th November 1802 to the late Resident’s letter, above men- 
tioned ; but the Begum’s relinquishment of her design precluded the agitation of 
the question with the Nawaub Vizier. 


6. The Governor-General in Council would ‘not object to a similar arrange- 
ment on the present occasion ; but the consent of the Vizier would be necessary, 
and it is probable that his Excellency would be disinclined to admit the inter- 
Ventian ‘of the proposed guarantee. 


7. A preferable arrangement would be, to commute the jagier for -a stipend 
equal to its produce, his Excellency paying the amount regularly into your trea- 
sury, and the collector of the station at which the Begum may reside, paying the 


same to her by fixed instalments from his. To this arrangement, on the other 
hand, 
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hand, the Begum might a a but you may not, perhaps, find it difficult to 
overcome her objections; “You are ‘authorized, ‘however, to oe the mode of 
phi for her subsistence either way, and'the adjastment of it is accordingly 
left to your discretion; although you wilt endeavour, preferably, ‘te catty ‘the 
second suggested arrangement info effect. | . BD einige BOP ie a. 


8. Iam directed to add, that it is by no means advisable, nor, onder.the reso- 
lution now adopted, can it for any purpose be ‘necessary, that the Begum should 
proceed, as she appears to have intended, to the Presidency; and, therefore, if 
she 7 ‘strH entertain that design, you will dissuade ber from carrying it 
into effect. : - ge a ea ee a 


9. His Lordshtp in Council entirely approves your having furnished her with 
an escort of the Honourable Company's troops, to attend and protect) her 
Highness on her journey to, and during her continuance in her jagier, and you 
arc, of course, authorized to furnish her with an escort on her journey to the 
station at which she is to reside within the British territories. — 


10. When his Lordship in Council shall be apprized of the result of ‘your 
proccedings under these instructions, such orders as may be necessary, will be 
issued to the civil officers at the place of her destined residence. 


11. Your despatch of the 31st ultino, to which the fifth paragraph of your 
letter now acknowledged refers, has not yet been received. : 


I have, &c. 


Fort William, (Signed) N. B. Epmonstone, 
11th September 1812. Chief Secretary to Government. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, | 
The 2d October 1812. 


To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 
Sir: 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letters, dated the 
21st and 28th ultimo, and to transmit to you, for the notice of the Right 
Honourable the Governor General in Council, the enclosed copy of a letter, on 
the subject of those despatches, which 1 have addressed to his Excellency the 
Vizier. | 


2. Ata personal conference with his Excellency on the morning of the 12th 
instant, I took pains fo convince him of the essential benefits to be derived by 
both States from the arrangement prescribed by your dispatches, and suggested 
in my letter to his ExceHency, the draft of which I submitted to him on that 
occasion. The Vizier desired the letter to be sent to him immediately, and pro- 
mised to pay due attention to its conterits, and to the further remarks on the sub- 
ject of it which I submitted at our conference. My present opinion is, that his 
Excellency will readily concur in the measure of stationing a portion of our troops 
on the frontier of the district of Pertaubghur, but that his fexceHency will start 
many objections to the other part of the arrangement proposed, namely, that 
of a general licence to the commanding-officers of our troops for the seizure of 
marauders in his dominions, without previous reference on every occasion to 
himself, a. oe 
I have, &c. 1; Rk wah oe es 

Lucknow, | (Signed J, BAILLiyy.. « 
19tn September 1812. ee Resident. . 


. 
, 
as? 
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To His Excellency the Vizier. Written the 12th September 1812.) 


Some time ago, Mr. Fortescue, the Judge and Magistrate of Elahabad, with 
tle view of endeavcuring to put a stop to the very serious and alarming depre- 
dations committed in the district under his charge, by gangs of marauders and 
banditti finding refuge in the frontier districts of your Excellency’s territory, 
suggested to me an apparently efficient, and in all respects an unobjectionable 
arrangement, to be carried into effect with your Excellency’s knowledge and 
concurrence, namely, that of stationing a small portion of the British troops in 
some convenient position on the frontier of the district of Pertaubghur, to watch 
the motions of the marauders, and to profit by every opportunity of seizine 
their persons, as well as to deter the surrounding Zemindars from harbouring 
them or affording them assistance. 


Although satisfied, in my own mind, of the wisdoin and propriety of this 
arrangement, and assured of your Excellency’s cordial concurrence in the 
views and motives with which it was proposed, I delayed submitting it to your 
Excellency till I should refer it for the consideration of the Right Honourable 
the Governor-General in Council, and obtain a communication of his Lordship's 
sentiments regarding it. 


Having now had the honour of receiving his Lordship in Council’s com- 
mands on the subject, I offer, with additional confidence, the following respectful 
suggestions for your Excellency’s mature consideration. It is obvious that the 
prevention of depredations in the Honourable Company’s dominions, and occa- 
sionally also in your Excellency’s, by persons finding refuge in this country, or on 
the common frontier of the two States, and the seizure and punishment of such 
offenders, must on-general principles form an object of great interest and mutual 
importance to both States, and that in as far as the subjects of our Government 
may be supposed to be the principal sufferers by those depredations, and the 
chief asylum of the marauders to be found within your Excellency’s territory, 
your Excellency must be peculiarly desirous of the accomplishment of the 
object in view. Now experience has fully convinced us, that your Excellency’s 
repeated and most positive orders to the officers and subjects of your Govern- 
ment for the seizure of the marauders in question, and against their finding an 
asylum in your territory, are inadequate to the purpose proposed, since the 
atrocities of the banditti have increased instead of being put a stop to in any 
degree; and it follows, as a necessary consequence, that some new and more 
effectual arrangement should be devised, and that your Excellency should 
cheerfully concur in the execution of that arrangement, if it be unobjectionable 
on any other grounds. The arrangement proposed by the Judge and Magis- 
trate of Elahabad, and approved by the Right Honourable the Governor-Gene- 
ral in Council, as being in fact the only etticient or beneficial plan to be devised, 
must, therefore, I am satisfied, receive your Excellency’s entire approbation, 
and your assistance in carrying it into effect. 


I therefore propose to your Excellency, that a portion of the Honourable 
Company’s troops, now stationed at Belagath, in your Excellency’s district of 
Pertaubghur, be detached to a convenient station on the frontier of that district, 
and there cantoned for a season, or permanently, as circumstances may suggest, 
and that your Excellency’s Aumil of Pertaubghur be directed to furnish ground 
and materials for a small cantonment on that frontier, in a position to be hereafter 
selected by the Judge and Magistrate af Elahabad. An arrangement similar to 
this, having reference to the marauder, Bydjha Sing, had effect, as your Excel- 
lency knows, for a considerable period of time, on the frontier of Khyrabad and 
Mohumdie. 


As connected with the above arrangement, and peculiarly conducive to its 
success, I further propose to your Excellency, under the orders of his Lordship 
in Council, that the oflicer in command of the detachment to be posted on the 
trontier of Pertaubghur, and all English officers commanding military posts in 
the frontier districts of your Excellency’s dominions, be furnished with general 
instructions, on their receipt of authentic intelligence from their own spies, or from 
those of the Magistrates of contiguous districts in our territory, that any of the 

4L : notorious 
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notorious marauders whose seizure may be desired, are concealed at a village or 
place within a short distance from their station, to march immediately and 
secretly to that place, for the purpose of surprizing and appreliending such 
marauders, and tv be guided in communicating this intention to your Excel- 
lency’s Aumils aud landholders, by the necessity of requiring, and probability 
of receiving, their assistance in the accomplishment of the object in view. 
Your Excellency will, of course, be pleased to convey such general orders to 
your Aumils on the subject of this arrangement, corresponding with the 
instructions above described, as to your Excellency’s wisdom may seem proper. 
It seems almost superfluous, on my part, to explain to your Excellency the 
grounds of manifest justice and necessity on which this arrangement has been 
suggested. : 


Your Excellency’s cordial desire and earnest solicitude for the seizure and 
punishment of the marauders who infest the Company’s territory, by means of 
the refuge which they find in your dominions, have been repeatedly and 
solemnly avowed, nay, exemplified on several occasions, by the terms of the 
orders and proclamations which have been issued to your officers and subjects, 
at my particular desire. Yet, at the same time, it 1s sufficiently proved, that 
neither the hope of reward nor the dread of punishment, as held out in those 
orders and proclamations, has had the effect of preventing your Excellency’s 
Zemindars in Pertaubghur, and in Mohumdie and Palee, as well as also in the 
province of Baraitch, from concealing and protecting the marauders, and from 
apprizing them and facilitating their escape, on every occasion of the employ- 
ment of British Troops for their seizure; and, consequently, as it must be 
obvious to your Excellency that the plan which is now proposed is the only 
efficient plan for etfecting the seizure of the marauders, I cannot entertain a 
doubt of your ready concurrence in this arrangement, and your assistance in 
giving it effect. The position of the new cantonment on the frontier of Per- 
taubghur shall hercaftcr be suggested to your Excellency. : 


A true cupy : 


(Signed) J. BAILeieE, 
Resident. 


Ordered, That the foregoing letter lie for consideration. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 28d October 1812. 


To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 
Sir: 

1. In continuation of the subject of my despatch, under date the 19th instant, 
I have now the honour of transmitting to you, for the notice of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council,the enclosed copies and translations 
of two further letters which have passed on that subject between his Excellency 
the Vizier and me. I take this opportunity of acknowledging the receipt of 
your letter dated the 11th instant, in answer to my despatch of the 26th ultimo, 
which suggested, for the consideration of the Government, the substitution of 
another arrangement for that prescribed by your despatches of the 21st and 28th 
ultimo, and which suggestion has now, to a certain extent, received his Lord- 
ship in Council's approbation. 


2, Being satisfied, however, in my own mind, after mature deliberation on the 
circumstances which induced my suggestion in my despatch of the 26th ultimo, 
and on the former proceedings of this Government, which suggested to the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council the necessity of a still 
more efficient arrangement for the accomplishment of the object in view, as 
prescribed by your despatches above noticed, that the latter arrangement 


involved many more solid and more permanent advantages than the nee 
while 
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while they were perfectly consistent with each other, I have deemed it to be 
my duty, as his Lordship in Council will perceive, not only to propose the 
arrangement in question to the Vizier, but to use every argument that occurred 
to me for the removal of his Excellency’s objections to a measure which that 
arrangement involved. 


3. The partial success of my endeavours hitherto, and the probability of 
their total success hereafter, will be made known to his Lordship in Council 
by a perusal of the documents which are enclosed. 


4. I have great satisfaction in reporting to you, for his Lordship in Council’s 
information, that four of the principal decoits who were secreted in the district 
of Baraitch, and for whose apprehension rewards had been offered in behalf 
of the British Government, in the proclamations issued at my desire, have been 
seized by the Aumil of Baraitch, in obedience to the orders of the Vizier, and 
delivered over to me for trial. They shall be despatched to the Zillah court of 
Sarun without any delay. Lootf Alee Khan, Zemindar of Atrowla, the noto- 
rious protector and abecttor of those marauders, has also been apprehended at 
I’yzabad, in compliance with my requisition to her Highness the Bhow Begum, 
at his Excellency’s the Vizier’s desire. 


I have, &c, 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
28th September 1812. Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 12th Rumzaun 1227, 
20th September 1812.) 


I have received your letter of the 4th of Rumzaun (12th instant). You 
state that ** some time ago Mr. Fortescue, the judge and Magistrate of Elaha- 
‘* bad, with the view of endeavouring to put a stop to the many serious depre- 
** dations committed in the district under his charge, by gangs of marauders 
and banditti finding refuge in the frontier districts of my territory,” &c. 
&c. (recapitulate. ) 


As the extirpation of marauders and banditti from the territories of both 
States is an object of importance to both, and would afford me infinite pleasure, 
I do not object to the plan which you propose for a portion of the Honourable 
Company’s troops stationed at Belagath, being detached to the frontier of the 
district of Pertaubghur, for such a time as may be found necessary, in the same 
manner as detachments have heretofore, in cases of emergency, been posted at 
certain places on the frontier of my country, for the execution of services of 
the nature described ; because the troops to be so stationed will not only seize 
or destroy the marauders and banditti of the Honourable Company’s territory, 
but also those in the territory belonging to me, who constantly harass and 
distress the subjects of my Government, and the arrangement proposed will 
thus become of equal advantage to both States. Whenever you inform me of 
the position chosen for the cantonment, the requisite orders shall be issued to 
my Aumils. 


With regard to your further proposal, that “ all the officers commanding at 
“military posts in the frontier districts of my dominions be furnished with 
‘* general instructions on the receipt of authentic intelligence,” &c. (recapitu- 
late) the state of the matter is this: As it was formerly made generally known 
that the British troops would not be employed against the public debtors or 
lefractory subjects of this State, and consequently many Zemindars in balance 
to Government withhold the revenue and. resist my authority, the employment 
of the British troops stationed in my country, as now proposed, for apprehend. 
ing insurgents, under the direction of the Judges, in the frontier districts of 
the British territories, and at the discretion of the British officers, will create 
a general belief among the people that I possess no power or authority, even 
In the execution of such measures as this, and that I have transferred the whole 
of my authority to the English gentlemen. This belief will tend to multiply 
disorders and disturbance, and a system of resistance and withholding the 

revenues 
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revenues will be pursued, to the total disregard of the authority of my Aumils, 
It is a matter of surprize, that the British troops which, according to treaty, are 
stationed in my country, fur the sole purpose of punishing insurgents and_pre- 
serving the tranquillity of my dominions, should not be employed for those 
purposes, but be appointed to seize robbers, marauders, and banditti, who infest 
the British territory alone, and that all the measures now proposed should 
have for their object merely the seizure and extirpation of the offenders against 
that Government, while no measure is proposed for apprehending or punishing 
those against mine. I beg you to consider, that while the employment of your 
troops for the settlement of my country, and the punishment of insurgents, 
defaulters, and public debtors is suspended, and while even the seizure of 
criminals against my Government, who find refuge in your territory, is delayed, 
if such measures as those which you propose be adopted for the seizure of 
offenders against the peace of the British Government, what answer can I give 
to such a proposal ? I am surprised, indeed, beyond measure by this proposal. 
Friendship and amity demand that the same means which are employed against 
delinquents in the British territory, be also recurred to in mine. 


A true translation: 


(Signed) J. Bar.iie, 
Resident. 


etc S HRD 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 25th September 1812, 
17th Rumzaun 1227.) 


I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter dated the 11th 
Rumzaun (19th instant), in answer to mine of the 12th instant (4th Rumzaun) ; 
and with a view to the execution of the first part of the arrangement proposed, 
in which your Excellency has been pleased to acquiesce, namely, the detach- 
ment of a portion of our troops from Belagath to be stationed in a convenient 
position on the frontier of Pertaubghur, I have written to the Magistrate of 
Elahabad, whose answer shall be communicated to your Excellency when I 
receive it. 


With a reference to the second part of the proposed arrangement, namely, 
that of furnishing general instructions to the commanding officers of our troops 
at frontier stations, for the seizure of such robbers and criminals as may be 
concealed in the neighbourhood of their posts, although the doubts and appre- 
hensions which would seem to have arisen in your Excellency’s mind be in my 
judgment totally imaginary, and very easily to be removed, and although I pro- 
pose to offer some suggestions to your [’xcellency with this view in the sequel, 
yet as the proposal was originally offered to you under the orders of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council, I shall deem it to be my duty 
to submit a copy and translation of your Excellency’s answer for his Lordship 
in Council’s consideration and further commands, before I renew my request 


of your Excellency’s concurrence in the arrangement. 


For the present, I content myself with remarking that the general knowledge 
to which your Excellency alludes, of a refusal on the part of the British Govern- 
ment to employ its troops in the punishment of rebels and criminals of your 
Excellency’s State, if such be indeed prevalent, is entirely erroneous, and 
totally inconsistent with the truth. I have already repeatedly assured your 
Excellency, and do now again, with a view to your confidence, declare, that the 
suppression, seizure, and punishment of rebels, criminals, and offenders of every 
description, against your Excellency’s person and Government, whether in 
your own or in the Honourable Company’s territory, are objects, for the accom- 
plishment of which the exertions of your well-wisher and of the British troops 
are, on every occasion of necessity, at your Excellency’s perfect devotion, and 
ready to be zealously employed, as they have been on every former occasion ; 
nay, that the detachment to be now stationed on the frontier of Pertaubghur, 
as your Excellency has very justly observed, ‘ will not only seize or destroy 


‘* the marauders of the Honourable Company’s territory, but also those in your 
« Excellency’s 
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«« Excellency’s dominions, and the arrangement proposed will thus become of 
** equal advantage to both States.” : ee. 


__. It would seem, from the above quotation, that your Excellency is not only 
fully aware, but perfectly satisfied, of the beneficial effects to be derived from 
the general arrangement proposed to you; and under this impression, .¥ must 
confess myself much at a loss to account for the subsequent expressions of 
doubt and alarm, iaconsistent with the foregoing quotation, which. would seem 
to have arisen in your mind, with a reference to one part of the arrangement 
indispensable to its general success. ; 


The natural and obvious distinction between rebels and felons, the subjects of 
either State, and the civil debtors of either, cannot, I am certain, have escaped 
your Excellency’s penetration and observance. For the recovery of civil debts 
or pecuniary demands from the landholders or other defaulters of this descrip- 
tion, the employment of a military force is unnecessary, and unknown in the 
British: dominions; and it is the earnest and anxious wish of the British Govern- 
ment, that the adoption of the system'of reform proposed to your Excellency, 
or of any other system to be devised by your Excellency’s wisdom with similar 
views, should quickly and happily lead to a similar result in your dominions, 
and that the revenués of your Excellency’s country should hereafter flow 
into your treasury, without any necessity, as heretofore, for its collection 
by military power. But until that happy period shall arrive, I have no hesita- 
tion, 12, repeane. to,your Excellency, what I have submitted, on many former 
occasions, tliat fof thé'reglizatigit and enforcement, if necessary, of every just 
demand and decree of your ‘Excellency’s Government, under the provision and 
in the manyer, irgady so often described, my most zealous exertions, and the 
active operations of oug trogps, shall, be ever at your Excellency’s disposal. 
With the, explanation bere oe I conceive that every ground of surprize 
and alarm, at.the proposal offencd for your consideration, should cease in your 
Excellengy’s minds ::.o 44,00 | 

a ON Aa Gop A true Copy ; 
: ea Sale HP Pe as (Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
| Resident. 
_ Ordered, That a.copy of the fourth paragraph of the foregoing letter from 
the Resident at Lucknow. be sent to the Judicial Department, for information, 
in reply to the references from that department of the 18th July 1812. 


ay 





| + Tie Major J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow... 
“Sire Set ge Pa: , : . 

1. Tam directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, under date the 
28th ultimo, ‘enclosing copies and translations of two letters which have passed 
between you and ‘his Excellency the Vizier, on the subject of the proposed mode 
of employing detachments of the British troops, stationed in his Excellency’s 
coontty, ‘for'the apprehension of banditti which infest: the Honourable Com- 
pany’s territory, and find refuge in the former. : 


@. The reply which you returned to the Vizier’s extraordinary letter of the 
20th ultimo is entirely approved by the Right Honourable the Governor-General 
in Council, but.the tenor of some part of his Excellency’s observations appears 
to-hig:Lordship in Council to require more special notice on the part of this 
Government... | | re ; 

8. The Vizier, in objecting tothe employment of our troops for the appre- 
hetisioti of robbers and banditti, who acquire the means of committing depreda- 
tions 4nd murder within the British territories by the asylum afforded to them in 
his. Excellency’s country, entirely loses sight of the positive obligation ‘imposed 
‘on his Government, and of his disinctination.or inability to. fulfil that abligation. 
The'medsure in question was proposed solely in consequence of the experienced 
‘ineffica¢y ‘of reiterated applications for the due exertion of. his. Excellency’s 
authority, in effecting the apprehension or expulsion. of the marauders ; and the 
Observations contained in my: letter of the 8th of May last, demonstrate that, in 
applying for his Excellency’s consent . i arrangement described in my - 

— ts + _ pateh 
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tch of the 11th ultimo, this Government fell far short of the exercise of its 
undoubted rights. It is, moreover, a subject of just offence to the British Go- 
vernment, that the Vizier has withheld his consent, not on the ground of a real, 
or even a professed resolution to supersede the necessity of the proposed arrange. 
ment, by the due exertion of his authority over his own officers, but on the ples, 
or rather the unfounded imputation, of a declared design on our part, to refuse 
the aid of our troops in the execution of the services prescribed by the stipula- 
tions of existing engagements, and of our declining to employ a military force. 
for the coercion of debtors and defaulters, which forms no part of the obligations 
imposed on the British Government by those engagements. 


4. His Lordship in Council now deems it necessary that you should explain to 
the Vizier the principles described in my letter of the 8th of May last, above 
referred to, intimating to him, at the same time, in the event of his Excellency’s 
continuing to manifest his aversion to concur in the prosecution of effectual 
measures for the redress of the grievous evilsof which we have so long and so justly 
complained, that the British Government will be compelled to pursue the steps 
best calculated for the attainment of that object, without reference to his Excel- 
lency’s authority. You will also make known to him the surprize and displea- 
sure with which the Governor-General in Council has perused the offensive 
observations contained in his letter to your address of the 20th ultimo. 


5. His Lordship in Council has received with great satisfaction the informa- 
tion communicated in the last paragraph of your despatch, of the seizure of four 
ef the principal decoits who were secreted in the district of Baraitch, and of 
the apprehension of Lootf Alee Khan, the Zemindar of Atrowla, the chief 
protector and abettor of the marauders. 


I have, &e. 


Fort Williain, (Signed) N. B. Epmonstone, 
23d October 1812. Chief Secretary to Government. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 2d July 1813. 
To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 
Sir: : 

* 1. A part of the contents of your letter, under date the 11th ultimo, having 
been communicated to her Highness the Begum, Shums-oon-Nissa, I have the 
honour of transmitting to you, for the notice of the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General in Council, the enclosed translation of a letter which I have 
received from her Highness in reply, and in which his Losdship in Council will 
be pleased to observe that it is the wish of her Highness the Begum to proceed 
in the first instance to Elahabad, with the view of fixing her future residence: 
there, if the climate shall be found to agree with her, and. there be no other objec- 
tion to this measure. | 

@. As I am not aware. of any material objection to a compliance with the wise 
of the Begum in this respect, I take the liberty of suggesting that the: necessary 
orders on the subject of her Highness’s reception in a suitable manner at Elaha- 
bad, be issued to the civil officers of that Zillah. 


3. I have been induced. to postpone the discussion with his Excellency the 
Vizier, of the several arrangements connected with the Begum’s departure, which 
are treated of in your despatch above noticed, chiefly by a contemplation of the 
facilities and advantages to be derived in this discussion, from tke tenor of the 
Right Honourable tbe Governor-General’s expected replies to his Excellency’s 
and her Highness’s letters, conveyed in my despatches of the 9th and 12th ultime. 
to the Persian Department, and partly by the visit to this capital of his Excel- 
lency the Commander-in-Chief, and its attendant ceremonies, which have pair 

sarily 


* This Letter from the Resident at Lucknow, though not recorded on the Bengal proces 
until July 1613, has been plaeed here in order to avoid the manifest rinieag ble of giving 
answer returned thereto by the Bengal Government betore the Letter to which it replied. 
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sarily had the efféct of suspending business for a few days. «His Exceilénty Sir 
George Nugent arrived at Lucknow on the morning of the 10th instant, aid 
has been received by his Excellency: the Vizier with every suitable niark of: con- 
sideration and respect. ; 

I have, &c. 


Lucknow, | (Signed) J. Barxute, 
15th Octeber 1812. Resident. 





From Her Highness Shums-oon-Nissa Begun» (Received the 4th October 1812.) 


Your kind letter, received at the moment of expectation, has added to my 
comfort. 


The perusal of the sentiments which the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General has expressed, in terms corresponding with the distinguished qualities 
of his Lordship’s mind and: with the friendship that subsisted between the late 
Vizier and the British Government, having reference to my statement of the 
causes of my disgust with: my situation in this country, has had the effect} like 


the breath of the Messiah, of inspiring new life into my feeble frame. I expect | 


still greater benefits from the friendly exertions to be adopted by you, who know 
all my rights and wishes, and whose uniformly kind: attention. to me hitherto 
might form a model of sincere friendship to the age. How shall-I express in 


writing all my obligations for the interest you have so humanely: taken: it niy” 


concerns? They are beyond the power of the tongue or the pen to convey. 
Truly the great artizan of nature has nicely suited you with the habit of dis- 
covering truth and acquiring a knowledge of the just principles of humat con- 
duct, and the preceptor of the universe has taught you how to appreciate what 
is just. and worthy among mankind. Being-persuaded that you will uniformly 
employ all practicable means for the maintenance of my dignity, and to promote 
my welfare and happiness, I shall,. in compliance with your opinion and advice, 
wait some time longer for the reply of the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General to my letter, as well as for the purpose of adjusting certain other 
matters of business, and I trast that, through-your kind aid, the interval will 
be sufficient to produce the accomplishment of all the remaining objects of my 
anxiety and desire. 


As it is my intention that the practice of receiving rcady-dressed victuals 
from the kitchen of the Vizier should be diseontinued from the 1st of Shuwaul 
(8th instant), I request that you wik inquife into this’ matter, and obtain an 
allowance in cash in lisu-of it for me, upon the principle established during the 
Residency of Colonel Scott, in order that. wherever I may happen to reside I 
may receive this allowance ia ready. monsy,. through the medtum of the British 
Government, Further, I request you to receive for me the money accruing 
from my possessions in Delhi since: the accession of my brother, Saadut Alee 
Khan, till, the present year, together with an order addressed to the farmers of 
those possessions for their surrender to my servants without delay. If a delay 
occur in the settlement of the other points, it will be of no importance, as 
through the interest you feel for me they may be easily adjusted in my absence, 


With regard to what you have written about the rcinaining objects, although 
the end in view might be attained by mcans of your letters, or a confidential 
agent, yet as your coming out to me yourself will afford relic¢f to the distressed 
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state of my mind, and’ give opportunities-of conveying inforutation which cannot. _ 


be afforded by letter, you must consider it indispensable to gratify me witha visit 

to bid me a personal adiey, for I have many sutjects ta converse with you on 
that I cannot communicate by letter. I beg of you also to understand; with a 
reference to the route of my march and ultinmate place’of my: retirement, that 
it Is my intention after leaving the jagier to reside awhile at Elahabad, where: 
the climate. and the country: are alike pleasant. Should: they. agree with: my: 
health, wy object will be attained by fixing my residence there, but otherwise 
I shall proceed to Patna and fix my abode in that city. 


What I formerly wrote to you, of inconvenience sustained by the want of 
Carriage for my baggage, &c., was not intended to give you unnecessary trouble. 
It 
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lf my own people be unable to procure the necessary carriage for my. effects, I. 
shall of course address myself.to you, whose resources can supply every defi- 
ciency. . The communication of the intended day of my departure will depend 
on your reply to this letter ; let me therefore have the pleasure of soon hearing 


from you on the subject of it. 
: _ A true translation : 
(Signed) J. Barnxixz, 
Resident. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 80th October 1812. 


To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 
Sir : 

In continuation of the subject of my despatch of the 15th instant, I have 
the honour of submitting to you, for his Lordship in Council’s information, the 
enclosed translation of a letter which I have this day received from her High- 
ness the BegumfShums-oon-Nissa, fixing the day of her Highness’s departure 
from her jagier for the 7th of the ensuing Mohummedan month, corresponding 
with the 13th or 14th of November. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. BarLuie, 
Resident. 


Lucknow, 
19th October 1812. 





From Her Highness the Begum, Shums-oon Nissa, (Received the 19th 
October 1812.) 


My departure from my jagier has been fixed for the 7th of the month of 
Zeekaad (13th or 14th of November next), and the necessary preparations for 
my march are now nearly concluded. 


I beg that you will report this circumstance immediately to the Right 
Hionourable the: Governor-General, in order that a consideration of the friend- 
ship which subsisted between the late Nawaub Asuf-ood-Dowlah and the British 
Government may induce his Lordship to issue such orders to the officers of 
his Government at Elahabad, as may ensure my reception in a suitable manner 
on the frontier of that district, and such treatment uniformly, after my arrival 
at that station, as will banish all remembrance of the vexation which has here- 
tofore corroded my mind. . 

A true translation : 
(Signed) J. Bariure, 
Resident. 





Ordered, That the following reply be addressed to the two foregoing des- 
patches. my 8 





To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. . 
Sir: ) a. 4 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches of the 15th 
and 19th instant, relative to Shums-oon-Nissa Begum’s resolution to retire into 
the Company’s provinces, and her selection of Elahabad for her piace of res! 
dence, and to desire that you will correspond with the Magistrate of that 


district, apprizing him of her Highness’s intention, and suggest to. him the 


proper forms of respect with which she should be treated on her arrival, and 
during her residence in the district of Elahabad. 

| - JThave, &c. 

Fort William, 


mare. t Fn es i  . iy iy ci <) err ey wT. | 
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EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 8th January 1813. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political 
Department. | 
Sir : 


1. I have great satisfaction in reporting to you, for the information of the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council; that I have this day 
received two petitions, bearing the seals of fifteen of the principal ladies of the 
Khoord 2{fuhl, who reside in the Imam Baree of this city, and written with the 
concurrence of all the others, save a few who are publicly supported by the 
Vizier, expressive of their earnest desire to be permitted to return to Fyzabad, 
and claiming merely. a small increase of their allowance, which I have ever 
considered to be reasonable, and which Lbave no doubt of her Highness the 
Bow Begum’s disposition to grant to those ladies from the surplus revenue 
of the jaidad. Corresponding letters from those ladies, addressed toT uhseen 
Alee Khan, have been received and submitted to: my perusal. 


2, The tenor and contents of those petitions, translations of which are 
enclosed, and the circumstances under which they have been prepared and 
transmitted to me, have so obvious a tendency to develope the extraordinary 
and unworthy intrigues by which the clamour in the Khoord Muhl was excited, 
the respectable Nazir superseded, andthe authority of her Highness the Begum 
suspended for a time, that I deem it to be totally unnecessary to offer any 
further remarks on the singular conduct of the Vizier, which has occasioned so 
much trouble to the Government. 


3. Lintend to have the honour of breakfasting with his Excellency to-mor- 


row, and Ishall use my. best endeavours to bring this vexatious discussion-to a. 


fina] and satisfactory adjustment. 
I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Bartute, 
28th December 1812. _ Resident. 


From the Ladies of the Khoord Muhl. (Received the 28th December 1812.) 


By our unhappy destinies we were brought here and are dying of hunger. In 
the hope of an increase of salary, and of Siccas for Rikabee rupees, we exposed 





ourselves in the plains and came hither. Nearly four months have elapsed,. 


and we are just as we were when we arrived ; not one of our desires has been 
accomplished. May God preserve you one hundred and thirty years-in health 
and prosperity over our heads. We beg that you will obtain for us from his 
Excellency the Siccas for Rikabee rupees, and an increase of our pay, that we 


may return to Kyzabad without delay. To whom can we address ourselves. 


but to you? 


oun. 





From the same, (with additional seals, and conveying an arzee to the address 
of the Vizier). 


We have no protector, relation, nor friend, save the Honourable Company 
and the Nawaub Vizier. 


We left Fyzabad, uncalled by his Excellency, in the hope of an increase-of 
pay and of Siccas for Rikabee rupees, which we claim as our right. Four months. 


have elapsed, and not one of our desires has been accomplished. Al! mankind 
have justice from the Honourable Company: we also are hopeful that, through 
the justice of the Honourable Company, our petitions may be heard, our full 
pay with an increage and Sicca rupees may be given to us, and that: we be per- 

mitted to depart to Fyzabad. a8 
May God long preserve the Company. The Mohurrum is fast approaching. 

| True translation : - 
(Signed) = J. Baruuis, . 
Resident. 

4 N To 
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‘Bengal Political =o J; Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political 
ae Departinent. | 
fo Sir: 
_ Letter 1. In continuatign of the subject of my letter under date the 28th imstant, 
from Resident at J have now the pleasure of reporting the actual departure towards F yzabad of 
Lucknow. the whole of the ladies of the Khoord Muhl, with the exception, as [ believe, 
of four or five, im seeming harmony with each other, and perfect reconciliation 
with the Nazir, Mohummud Tuhseen Alee Khan. A copy and translation of 
an acknowledgment, under the seals of a number of those ladies, expressive of 
their perfect satisfaction with the Nazir and future submission to his authority, 
which was voluntarily prepared and transmitted to me at a late hour of yester- 
day evening, are submitted for the information of the Government. 


2, This traly satisfactory result of a most unjust and unwarrantable proceed- 
ing on the part of his Excellency the Vizier, and of a consequent vexatious 
and long protracted discussion between his Excellency and me, cannot fail to 
be agreeable to the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council. It 
has been brought about chiefly, in my opinion, by the manifest justice of the 
cause which his Lordship in Council was pleased to espouse, in the first instance, 
in compliance with my suggestion, and partly perhaps by the temperate firmness 
and perseverance with which the cause of justice has been maintained, in oppo- 
sition to base intrigue and to groundless clamour, uniformly detected, investi- 
gated, and exposed, with a seeming disregard of their consequences, during a 
period of several months. 


8. His Excellency the Vizier has been pleased, from what secret motive, or with 
what degree of sincerity I know not, to express his highest satisfaction at the 
departure of those ladies from Lucknow. He has furnished suitable con- 
veyance for them and their servants to Fyzabad; and after declining, on 
some frivolous pretext, to furnish a guard of his own sepoys for their protec- 
tion, he has readily acquiesced in my design to afford them the protection of a 
small escort of the Honourable Company’s troops, which has proceeded with 
them accordingly to Fyzabad. 

Ihave, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAILLiz, 
81st December 1812. Resident. 





Enclosure. Acknowledgment of the Ladies of the Khoord Muhl. (Received the 30th 
December 1812.) 


We, Goree Begum, Zeboon Nissa Khanum, Bebee Fyzec, and others, the 
widows of the late Nawaub, Shovja-oa Dowlah, of blessed memory, do hereby 
acknowledge and declare, that as Jong as we have breath in our bodies we will 
cheerfully and readily submit to the Nizarut of Tuhseen Alee Khan, with 
whom we are satisfied and pleased. In witness whereof, as a legal and valid 
instrument we have written and delivered these lines in the manner of a Razee- 
namah, to be considered hereafter as a Sunnud, sealed with the seals of the 
following ladies, viz. Fukhuroon Nissa Begum the daughter of Meer Mohum- 
mud, Bebee Fyzee, Bebee Saheb Jan, Hussen Baiee, Bebee Hoolia, Qothum 
Baiee, Misree Khanum, Bebee Fujjoo, Hooseynee Begum, Gomane Baiee, Bebee 
Nunhee, Zeboon Nissa Begum, Bebee Pearee, and Lol! Baiee. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Bariuie, 
Resident. 





Letter | To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
from Secretary to Sir: 
oe _ 1, I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches of the 28th 
and Sist ultimo, reporting the submission and return to Fyzabad of the ladies of 
the Khoord Muhl, and the latter enclcsing an acknowledgment, on the part oF 
the ladies, of their satisfaction with the Nazir, Tuhseen Alee Khan, and of 


their submission to his authority. Thi 
| 2, This 
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‘ Q, This favourable termination of a vexatious and troublesome affair has Bengal Political 

afforded great satisfaction to the Governor-General in Council, by whom it is Consultations, 
es , : 8 Jan. 1818. 

ascribed in a high degree to the firmness and constancy of your efforts to : 


effect it. : Letter 


‘ Bas : from Secretary to 
3. His Lordship in Council observes also, that the removal of this cause of Government. 


embarrassment and dispute may be expected in some measure to facilitate the 
progress of the pending discussions with his Excellency the Vizier on other 
points of difference between the two Governments. 


4. His Lordship in Council approves of your having afforded the ladies the 
protection of an escort of sepoys on their journey to Fyzabad. 


I have, &c. . 
Fort William, (Signed) J. ADAM, 
Sth January 1813. | Secretary to Government. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, "Bengal Political 


Consultations, 
The 15th January 1813. 15 Jan. 1813. 





pa ° ‘ . a Get L b 
To John Adam, Esq,, Secretary to the Government in the Secret and Political. ¢... TRosident at 
Sir : 


Department. 1 ucknow. 
1. The enclosed are copies of letters which have recently passed between the 
Judge and Magistrate of Elahabad, the commanding officer of the troops at 
Pertaubghur, and me, on the subject of a military arrangement for the defence 
of the Honourable Company’s frontier, and protection of its subjects in the 
district of Elahabad, against the incursions of marauders, who find refuge in 
the Vizier’s territory, and for the destruction or seizure of those marauders. 


2, This arrangement was originally suggested by Mr. Fortescue, submitted: 
by me to the Government in my despatch of the 15th of August last, and has 
now been carried into effect with the sanction and concurrence of the Vizier, 
as prescribed by the orders of the Government. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. Bariuis, 
4th December 1812. Resident. 





To Thomas Fortescue, Esq., Judge and Magistrate of Zillah Elahabad. Letter 
“as fron: Resident at 
IT > Lucknow. 
In continuation of the subject of my letter to your address, under date the 
15th ultimo, I have now the honour of informing you, that his Excellency the 
Vizier has been pleased to acquiesce in the measure which you proposed, of 
stationing an officer’s party from Pertaubghur in the vicinity of the harbour-of 
the marauders, who find refuge in his Excellency’s territory ; and I request-the 
favour of your informing me of the position Which you may now have selected 
for the cantonment of the party to be detached, that measures may be adopted 
accordingly. 
I have, &c. 
Lueknow, (Signed) J. Baiuig, 
' @1st September 1812. Resident. 





To Major J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. : Letter 
from Magistrate of 


Sir; Elahabad. 


I. L have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 21st 
ultimo, and to acquaint you that the village of Kulla Bhudownee, Pergunnah 
Bel Khur, the zemindary of Roy Zubber Sing, appears to me, from the circum- 
stance of the inroads having been most frequent from that quarter, aS well as 

a its 
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Bengal el - its being the general hiding place, to be the most advantageous position for the 
15 Jan. tis. detachment to be stationed. . I would, however, recommend that it be not 
—— considered as a permanent post, as it is not improbable that the banditti may, 
on the arrival of the troops in their neighbourhood, remove to some other 

' quarter where it will be proper to follow them. 


2. I request that the name of the officer may be communicated to me, and 
that he may be directed to correspond with me, as well as to attend:to such 
information and suggestions as I may convey to him, relative to the banditti and 
the persons composing it, who have hitherto continued to alarm this district. © 


I have, &c. | ; 
Zillah Elahabad, (Signed) T. Fortescur, 
13th November 1812. Magistrate. 





Letter ; ant.(* De andi Tr. | | 
ae at To — Colonel Frith, commanding the Troops at Pertaubghur. 


Lucknow. 

1. I have the honour of transmitting to you, for your information and gui- 
dance, the enclosed copies of letters which have recently passed between me 
and the Judge and Magistrate of Elahabad, on the subject of' stationing a 
detachment from the troops under your command at a convenient position on 
the frontier of the district of Pertaubghur, with a view to the detection and 
seizure of certain marauders who have long infested the neighbouring district 
of Elahabad and found refuge in the Vizier’s dominions, more especially in the 
Pergunnah of Bel Khur and zemindary of Roy Zubber Sing. | 


2. The nature of the service to be performed seems to me to be sufficiently 
explained in the accompanying documents, and the extent of the force to be 
employed, and the particular instructions which should be furnished to the 
commanding officer of the detachment, are left entirely, and with perfect con- 
fidence on my part, to your approved professional judgment. 


$3. An application has been made to the Vizier to ensure the co-operation of 
his Excellency’s Aumil of Bel Khur in the measures which you may direct, and 
the regular supply of the detachment with provisions and every necessary 
article, in the case of its being permanently or temporarily cantoned in the 
position selected by the Magistrate, or any other more convenient place. 


4. You will, of course, instruct the commanding officer of the detachment 
to correspond with the Magistrate of Elahabad, and keep that officer regularly 
apprized of his proceedings, and of every occurrence of moment connected 
with the object in view. 


5. You will further be pleased to transmit a copy of your instructions to the 
commanding officer, and copies of his reports, for my information and for that 
of his Excellency the Vizier. 

I have, &c. 
Lucknow. (Signed) = J. Barnuie, 
2ist November 1812. Resident. 


‘& 


Letter from To Major John Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir: 

ses I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 21st 
instant with enclosures, and beg leave to acquaint you that I immediatel 
addressed a letter to Mr. Fortescue, the Judge and Magistrate at Elahabaa, 
informing him that a complete company of sepoys, with a Havildar, Naick, 
andtwelve troopers, would march as yesterday, under the command of Lieu- 
tenant Ellison, to Kulla Bhudownee or Bhedowlee, agreeably to his desire, 
and with instructions to conform to such orders or directions as he might deem 
mecessary to send to that officer. I alsorequested Mr. Fortescue to send to Mr. 
Ellison two or three intelligent natives, to identify the persons whom he wishes 
to have apprehended. 





] un- 
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I understand the offenders, Surnam Sing and Kishen Sing, are fugitives 
skulking about from village to village, I therefore judge that the detachment 
placed under.the command of Lieutenant Ellison will be perfectly adequate to 
any duty he may have to perform; and as the frontier of his Excellency’s 


Bengal Polition! 
Consultatiogs,. 
15 Jan. 1813., 


Letter from 


country on this side is not more than one march of eight or nine coss from Lieutenant Colonel 


hence, I cannot think it will be necessary to keep a detachment permanently 
stationed (as suggested by Mr. Fortescue,) in the neighbourhood of Kulla 
Bhedowlee, since detachments might be sent out secretly from this post to 
seize any offender within a forced march, with better prospect of success than 
if stationed near the frontier, where they would be constantly watched and 
unable to make any movement without its being immediately known. On this 
point, however, I shall do myself the honour of writing to you more particu- 
larly hereafter. 


As Roy Zubber Sing has shewn a disposition to be on good terms with the 
commanding officer of this post ever since I have been here, I hope to get his 
assistance in apprehending any fugitives who may resort to his district; but I 
shall not take any steps until I hear from Mr. Fortescue. 


I have the honour to enclose a copy of my instructions to Lieutenant Ellison, 
and beg leave to assure you that my best endeavours shall be used to accom- 
plish the present service, in a manner that may be satisfactory to you and meet 
the approbation of his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. 


I have, &c. 


Pertaubghur, 7 (Signed)  R. Fritu, 
26th November 1812. Licutenant-Colonel commanding. 


To Lieutenant Ellison, commanding a Detachment. 
Sir: 

Certain banditti, at the head of which are persons of the names of Surnam 
Sing, Kishen Sing, and Boodie, have been in the practice of plundering in the 
district of Elahabad, and of evading apprehension by retiring into the territory 
of his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. These banditti are supposed to harbour, 
and occasionally to assemble in large parties, preparatory to committing their 
depredations, in the village of Kulla Bhedowlee, in the purgunnah of Bel 
Khur and zemindary of Roy Zubber Sing. 


The object of the detachment which has been placed under your command, 
by order of the Resident of Lucknow, is to put a stop to those depredations, 
and seize, if possible, the ringleaders and disperse those banditti; you will, 
therefore, proceed with your detachment to-morrow and encamp in the vicinity 
of the above-named village, choosing 4 convenient and secure position. Mr. 
Fortescue, the Judge and Magistrate of Elahabad,. will send persons to you to 
identify and point out the persons to be apprehended, and you are to obey 
all orders and instructions which you may receive from time to time from him. 
You are also to correspond with him direct, and communicate such information 
as you may receive regarding the people to be apprehended, and such measures 
as you may adopt for this purpose, reporting occasionally all occurrences to me, 
for the purpose of forwarding for the information of the Resident at Lucknow 
and his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. 


You will be careful to keep your party at all times alert and on their guard ; 
and though | think your force fully adequate to any duties you may have to 
perform, yet if you should, in the execution of the orders of the Magistrate 
of Elahabad, deem a reinforcement necessary, let me know without loss of 
time, and I will furnish it, as far as I am able, from the slender force at this 
post, since I would wish to leave as little to chance as possible. i 


As you are to be guided chiefly by the instructions which you will receive 
from the Magistrate at Elahabad, it is unnecessary for me to enter into any 
further details; I shall, therefore, conclude by observing, that I have perfect 
confidence in your best exertions being used to bring this service to a successful 
termination. | 


4 O I send 


Frith. 


Letter from 
Lieutenant-Colonel 
Frith. 
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I send an intelligent man, Buctour Sing, who is well. acquainted. with the 
country and inhabitants, to accompany you, and orders have been given for 
providing your detachment with the necessary supplies. 


IT have, &c. 


Pertaubghur, (Signed) R. Fritn, 
24th November 1812. Lieutenant-Colonel commanding. 





To Major John Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 24th, 
enclosing a copy of your instructions to Colonel Frith of the 21st instant ; 
and in consequence of my having received notification from Lieutenant Elli- 
son of his arrival on the 20th instant at Kulla Bhedowlee, I have addressed him 
this day, a copy of which letter is herewith transmitted for your information. 


I have, &c. 


Zillah Elahabad, (Signed) T. Forrescug, 
28th November 1812. Magistrates 





To Lieutenant C. Ellison, commanding a Detachment, Kulla Bhedowlee. 
Sir: ‘ 

1. Ihave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 26th 
instant, and have directed the ‘Thanadars of Sooram and Foolpoor to station 
oneor two of the Burkendauzes of their establishments with you, and to depute 
one or two of their most intelligent informers to remain with you, in order to 
assist in procuring you accounts of the abode and intentions of the banditti 
who have so frequently made incursions into the Company’s provinces from 
the neighbourhood in which you now are. 


2, It is probable that your presence will prevent any further inroad ; but, 
from the information that has reached me from time to time, I am apprehensive 
that the party is by no means dispersed, and that they only wait a favourable 
opportunity to commit depredation. 1 would, therefore, suggest that you 
adopt the best means in your power, with a view to ascertain the residence of 
the banditti or any individuals of it, and should opportunity offer, to cause 
their apprehension. 

_8. I presume you will have been furnished with particular instructions from 
Colonel Frith ; and I shall only add, for the present, that the names of the 
persons whom I am most anxious to apprebend are Kishen Sing, Surnam Sing, 
and Sookha Sing, who have been proclaimed, and Bodie who has not. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) ‘T. Fortescue, 
Magistrate. 





To John Adam, Esq., Secretary to the Government in the Secret and Political 
Department. 
Sir: 

1. In continuation of the subject of my despatch under date the 4th instant, 
I have the honour of transmitting to you, for the further information of the 
Government, the enclosed copies of letters which I have more recently received 
from the commanding officer of the troops at Pertaubghur, reporting the pro- 
ceedings of the detachment employed on the frontier of that district for the 
apprehension of the principal marauders who infest the district of Elahabad. 
In the latter of Colonel Frith’s reports, the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General in Council will observe with satisfaction the account of the seizure © 
one of the offenders pointed out by the Magistrate of Elahabad. 


eo @ J have 
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-@, Lhave hitherto delayed to acknowledge the receipt of the Chief Secre- 
tary’s letter under date the 28d of October, in answer to my despatch of tie 
28th of September last, having reference to the military arrangemeni, the salu- 
tary influence of which in the seizure of one of its objects is now reported to 
the Government. The communication which that letter prescribed has been 
made to his Excellency the Vizier, in, I trust, an impressive manner, and will 
be attended, I have reason to hope, with the most beneficial effects. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
19th December 1812. Resident. 


To Major John Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

I have the honour to enclose the copy of a letter from Lieutenant Ellison 
who commands the detachment at Bhedowlee, and as no intellizence can be 
obtained of the people whom Mr. Fortescue wishes to have apprehended, and 
the Zemindars can have no interest in harbouring or screening them from jus- 
tice, I have suggested to Mr. Fortescue the recalling the detachment until 
some certain accounts can be obtained of the retreat of the offenders, when a 
party of troops can be sent out privately to seize them, which appears to me 
the only mode of laying hold of them. 


When I hear from Mr. Fortescue, I will do myself the honour of transmit- 
ting for your information a copy of my letter and his reply. 
I have, &c. 


Pertaubghur, (Signed) R.Fritn, | 
12th December 1812. Lieutenant-Colonel commanding. 





To Lieutenant-Colonel R. Frith, commanding at Pertaubghur. 
Sir: 
[ have the honour to acquaint you, that I have made every enquiry in my 


power in order to gain intelligence regarding the banditti, both by means of men 
and letters, but without effect. 


I have had ten men belonging to Mr. Fortescue, the Magistrate, out for the 
last eight days, but they cannot gain the least information respecting the persons 
J am in quest of. 


I have the honour of transmitting to you two letters, which were received in 
answer to two which I have written for the purpose of getting information, one 
from Dewan Zubber Sing, the other from Isharee Bukhsh, and you will see by 
them that they are ignorant of any such people being in this part of the 
country. I also beg leave to inform you, that I enquired from the different vil- 
lagers round, and they say that they were in this part of the country about four 
months ago, but they have not heard anything of them since; and I beg leave 
to observe, that if they were in this part of the country, Mr. Fortescue’s men 
would be likely to find them out, on account of their local knowledge. 


I beg leave to state, that from its being unlikely that we can acquire any 
further information with respect to these men, I think the detention of the 
detachment at this place cannot be attended with any beneficial consequences, as 
the country around appears perfectly peaceable and quiet. 


I have, &c. 


Camp, Kulla Bhedowlee, (Signed) C. Extison, 
9th December 1812. Lieutenant, commanding Detachment. 
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Bengal Political To Major John Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Consultations, ; : 
15 Jan. 1813. Sir: 
— I have the honour to acquaint you that Licutenant Ellison, commanding the 
aiontiea! ae detachment at Kulla Bhedowlee, sent in yesterday three Chupprassies belonging 
Frith, to Mr. Fortescue, the Judge and Magistrate at Elahabad, giving information 
that two of the offenders whom Mr. Fortescue wished to have seized, vis. Sookha 
Sing and Bisna Sing, were in a small village called Gomaun Sing-ke Poorwa, 
near Nowrengabad, and about five coss from hence, and that in consequence of 
this information I detached last night a company of sepoys and a small party of 
cavalry, under the command of Lieutenant Orlando Stubbs, for the purpose of 


seizing those offenders. 


Lieutenant Stubbs returned this morning with his detachment, having suc- 
ceeded in securing one of the offenders, Bisna Sing; the other, Sookha Sing, 
having left the village yesterday forenoon, in consequence, as the villagers report, 
ofa quarrel with some of them, attended by four or five followers. ‘hey could 
not tell the direction he took, but expressed preat regret that they did not know 
of the party’s coming, as in that case they would have scized and secured him 
before he left the village. 


Lieutenant Stubbs executed this duty with address and entirely to my satisfac- 
tion, and he reports that the villagers behaved remarkably well, and assisted with 


the greatest readiness in securing the offender. 


As the man who has been seized is an inhabitant of the Elahabad district, I 
purpose sending him over with a party which will proceed for treasure in a few 
days, and delivering him to the Magistrate, which I hope will be approved. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. Friru, 


Pertaubehur, 
Lieutenant-Colonel commanding. 


15th December 181¢. 





Letter ‘To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
from Secretary to 
Government, Sir: 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches of the 4th and 
19th ultimo with their enclosures, and to inform you that the Governor-General 
in Council has received with satisfaction your report of the conclusion, with the 
sanction and concurrence of the Nawaub Vizier, of the arrangement for the 
pee of the frontier of the district of Elahabad against marauders from his 
“xcellency’s territory, and the success with which it has been already attended, 
by the apprehension of one of the principal offenders. 


2. Your communication with the Magistrate of Elahabad and the commanding 
officer at Pertaubghur is entirely approved by his Lordship in Council. 


I have, &c. 
Fort-William, (Signed) J. ADAM, 
Secretary to Government. 


15th January 1813. 
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Consultations, 
ap enero The 22d January 1813. 
ira eee at Je the Right Honourable Gilbert Lord Minto, Governor-General in Council, &c. 
Lucknow. My Lord: 


1. His Excellency the Vizier having been pleased to address a letter to your 
Lordship, in which his Excellency complains of my conduct as your Lordship 3 
representative at his Court, I deem this to be a suitable occasion of addressing 
your Lordship directly, and of expressing my humble reliance on the wisdom 
and justice of the Government for a just and impartial decision on the merits of 


his Excellency’s complaint. 
2. That 


OUDE PAPERS. 3e9 


2. That the nature of the negotiations and discussions which have arisen at 
the court of Lucknow, during the last two years, should have excited the 
resentment of the Vizier against the organ of your Lordship’'s instructions, and 
of the accomplishment of your just views, cannot be a matter of surprise : yet 
a formal and serious complaint, of the nature of that which is before me, was 
certainly as unexpected on my part, as the object of his Excellency’s letter, and 
the principal circumstances which are stated in it, will appear to your Lordship, 
I trust, to be evasive and destitute of foundation. 


S. With a view to facilitate and expedite the decision of your Lordship in 
Council on the subject of his Excellency’s complaint, I have the honour of sub- 
mitting for your perusal a verbal translation of his letter, with translations of all 
its enclosures, and a translation of a statement in answer, which I have pre- 
sented to the Vizier, for the purpose of enabling hin to reply to it, if the contents 
shall suggest a reply. ‘This statement contains, as I have mentioned in it,. the 
whole of the substance, a correct recapitulation of the language, and a faithful 
description of the manner, of my discourse to his Excellency the Vizier, at our 
conference on the 19th of December. Having previously written notes for the 
conference, in conformity with my uniform practice on occasions of the smallest 
importance, it is impossible that I should have erred from forgetfulness, and I 
am unconscious of a design to deceive. 


4. The tenor of the instructions of Government, conveyed to me by the chief 
Secretary's despatch under date the 23d of October, and communicated to his 
Excellency the Vizier at the commencement of the conference referred to, was 
of a nature to create apprehension in the mind of a person disposed to persist in 
those unwarrantable proceedings, which gave rise to your Lordship’s resolution 
regarding the eventual employment of the British troops in this country without 
reference to the authority of the Vizier. 


5. It is possible, though by no means my opinion, that the communieation of 
this resolution, with the inferences to be naturatly deduced from it, and which 
were certainly pointed to by me as applicable to some other questions under 
discussion, og give rise to his Excellency’s misconstruction of the remaining 
parts of my discourse; and a remark of an equivocal nature, which I now 
recollect him to have made towards the conclusion of our conference, 
would give ground for this supposition. After hearing a translation of the sub- 
stance of the Chief Secretary’s letter above noticed, and my comments on the 
tenor of that letter, as applicable to the questions in dispute between his Excel- 
lency and her Highness the Begum, his Excellency, in a taunting manner, 
observed, “ You appear to have settled every thing, and of course I have 
hothing to say;” or words to that purpose; to which I immediately replied, 
without adverting to the drift of his remark, that in as far as depended on me, 
I had placed them in a train of adjustment, and should be happy when they 
were finally settled. The cunference lasted, however, for some time after this. 
We conversed on desultory subjects, and parted, as I believed at the time, in 
perfect harmony with each other: nay, an interchange of visits and other 
friendly observances have passed between us, as usual, since the 19th of 
December last. A conference took place on the 28th, when the question of the 
Khoord Muhl was settled to his Excellency’s apparent satisfaction, and a pass- 

ort was promised for Hyder Bukhsh; and, under all these circumstances, your 

ordship will readily believe that my receipt of his Excellency’s letter, which is 
now submitted for your perusal, was an occurrence as unexpected on my part, 
as any that has taken place, in iny recollection, since my arrival at the Court 
of Lucknow. 


6. The more probable cause of this complaint, as consistent with and dedu- 
cible from the Vizier's characteristic evasion, is a conviction in his Excellency’s 
mind that the just views of the Government, and the objects of your Lordship 
in Council's repeated instructions to me and solemn advice to his Excellency, are 
no longer to be frustrated or opposed by any arguments that his ae can 
adduce, or by any reasoning on the merits of the questions at issue; and that 
the equivoca] expression of a wish to travel or to relinquish his Government, se 
frequently resorted to before, is the only remaining expedient to induce your 
Lordship in Council to abandon your just views, to concede every point that 
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bas-beeu argued, and to leave his; Excellency. at, liberty to. pursue his schemas of 
rapacity with the aid of the British power, .and.to satiate bis feelings of xesent- 
ment against our subjects and faithful dependants who reside within the verge 
of his contral. _ | | ae 


7.: That the Vizier in reality entertains, or has ever entertained, the most dis- 
tant idea of travelling beyond the limits of his own territory, is as far from my 
‘belief and persuasion, as my knowledge of his Excellency’s character, founded 
on the careful observation and constant experience of yeart, is in: my own 
judgment necessarily accurate: and I might venture with confidence to predict, 
that your Lordship’s declared consent to his Excellency’s proceeding on a pilgri- 
mage, under the provisions which were settled by Lord Wellesley, would be 
followed by a limitation ot his design to the usual hunting excursion, or would 
lead to its dereliction entirely, as on every former occasion. 


§. But on this portion of the subject of his Exccllency’s letter to your Lord- 
ship it were presumption in me to enlarge, since your Lordship’s wisdom alone 
can be competent to decide on the expedience of encouraging or opposing the 
disposition, pretended or real, of the Vizier, to retire from the government of 
his country. Of the remaining parts of his letter, “1 as far as my own conduct 
is concerned, I have afforded in the statement enclosed what will, I trust, 
appear to your Lordship to be a full and satisfactory exposition, and will serve 
to demonstrate beyond a doubt, that I have never at any time transgressed thie 
limits of my positive dutv in the execution of your Lordship’s commands, nor 
failed in the observances of respect which are certainly duc to his Excellency. 


§. ‘The Vizier, if I may credit reports, 1s already disposed to repent his having 
made so unjust an accusation, The manner of his messages to me since his 
transmission of the letter for your Lordship has been fully as conciliatory as 
before, and I have reason to suppose that a little encouragement on my part 
would induce the expression of his wish to recall the letter entirely, and to 
acquiesce in the explanation which I have offered. Yet it is my natural and 
earnest desire, that his Excellency’s complaint should be heard, and that a 
solemn decision should be passed on the merits of a question of such importance 
to the credit of my official charactcr and to my future prospects in life, as well 
as imlecd to the security and confidence of every accredited agent at the Court 
of an Indian prince; since itis obvious that on many occasions of negotiation, 
ike mine with the Vizicr, an accusation of intemperance or disrespect may be 
preferred from malicious and interested motives, to evade, or at least to protract, 
the accomplishinent of the views of the Government, by inducing the recall of 
its agent, or an investigation into the merits of the charge. 


10. Before I conclude this address, I will take the liberty of subnutting to 
vour Lordship’s humane consideration, the peculiar hardships and oppression to 
which the native officcrs and soldicrs of the Honourable Company's service, and 
their numerous families and relations, are subjected daily nore and more by 
the rapacity of the Vizier’s Aumils and his Excellency’s support of their pro- 
ceedings. It is the general belicf of those Aumils, and a prevalent opinion 
throughout Oude, that the favour and patronage of the Vizier can be by no 
means so effectually secured as by distressing the dependants of our Govern- 
ment and harassing them with groundless complaints. The particular case of 
Mal Tewaree, a Naick in the Twenty-fourth Regiment, which is referred to in 
the statement enclosed, is one of the most cruel that can be imagined. Tints 
unfortunate person, while on duty with his regiment in Lucknow, was informed 
of the distress of his family, in consequence of the extortion of an Aumil at no 
vreat distance from this place, and procceding on leave of absence from his 
battalion in the month of July last, had no sooncr arrived at his village than he 
was seized and confined ina fortress, and loaded with the heaviest irons, and 
the whole of his property confiscated, and converted to the use of the Aumil. 
The commanding officer in cantonments, when the naick’s leave of absence 
expired, sent a person to enquire for him at his village, and on learning the par- 
ticulars of his confizement made an application to me for his release. I accom- 
panied my requisition for this purpose to the Vizier with a just, and natural 
roquest, that the offending Aumil should be punished. He. was accordingly, 
summoned to the Presence, continued in attendance for some days, and he 

) permitte 


sted to depdrt-fo his district, ander a.promise, announced to me by the 
rier, of immediate reparation to the:complainant. Mai Tewaree has been ever 
since in attendance at. his Exceliency’s gate or at mine, and the redress of his 
extraordinery grievance scems now as remote as on the day when it was first 
represented to his Excellency. | 


11. A‘nuimber of other cases, equally in point though not so strong, might 
be submitted for your Lordship’s information ; but the above will be sufficient, I 
conceive, to justify, in your Lordship’s opinion, the remarks which I deemed it 
my duty to offer for the consideration of the Vizier at our conference on the 
9th December, which forms the subject of his Exccllency’s complaint. 


Thave, &c. 


Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. BAILLik, 
4th January 1813. Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier to the Right Honourable the Governor-General, 
dated the Ist January 1813. 


After the usual compliments: | 
As your Lordship’s sincere well-wisher considers your Lordship to be his kind 
and sympathizing friend, and knows to a certainty that you are his benefactor, 
and.as it is obvious that the rank of a Prince which your well-wisher possesses 
has been acquired through the protection and assistance of the Honourable Com- 
pany alone, for which your well-wisher is grateful to the Company; and as [ 
consider your Lordship to be my kind and sympathizing friend, therefore deem- 
ing a representation of certain occurrences here to be indispensable, I write to 
your Lordship as follows : 


After ceding the ceded provinces, which was done for the satisfaction of the 
English Government, I felt assured that, through the kindness of that Govern- 


ment, my life would be spent in perfect comfort and ease, with full power and 
security. 


By chance unpleasant circumstances have arisen, of which the following is a 
statement: Major Baillie, in consequence of dissatisfaction with me, for some 
time past has failed im those observances of respectful consideration in his letters 
which were practised by the Residents at my Court. He prevented me from 
going on a hunting excursion, At a recent conference, on Saturday the 14th of 
Leehijy (19th December), he observed to me in great anger, that he considered 
the respectful consideration which he lad hitherto shewn to the Presence as 
improper; that, with regard to certain questions requiring adjustment, my con- 
sent was unnecessary; that jt behoved him, in compliance with the requisition 
of the elder Begum, to send his own people and place her in possession of the 
disputed villages ; to send his own people to adjust the complaints of the Honour- 
able Company's sepoys and possess them of their rights, agreeably to their request; 
and to send a servant of his own to pass Hyder Bukhsh out of the city. 


Your well-wisher became very apprehensive in consequence of those obser- 
vations; and afterwards, on the 16th Zeehijj (2ist December), the Resident 
sent me a letter of that date, containing a declaration, under the seal of Hyder 
Bukhsh, with a copy of a former letter, dated the 11th Zekaud 1224 (19th De- 
cember 1809), in answer to a letter from the Presence, copies of all which are 
now transmitted to your Lordship, and will explain the particulars. It will 
appear to your Lordship from this letter, that the Resident has plainly falsified 
your well-wisher’s words, and imputed oppression to your well-wisher: whereas, 
in reality, he himself formerly wrote to me, that if] had any demands against 
llyder Bukhsh, he would see them liquidated, otherwise that he would give bim 
leave to depart to his house; and consequently your well-wisher wrote to him a 
true statement of the case, in compliance with his request, as may be seen by the 
copies enclosed. Further, your well-wisher never in any way oppressed nor 


dealt harshly with Hyder Bukhsh, nor ever expressed a wish to this effect to the 
Resident. 


AS 
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As your Lordshtp’s sincere well-wisher knows no other kind and sympathizing 
friend in the world than your Lordship, and the power and strength of your 
well-wisher depend on your Lordship’s protection alone, and as the plan here has 
assumed another appearance, your well-wisher, seeing these matters, has become 


apprehensive in the extreme. 


The wish of the Resident now is to settle all matters in his own way, and merely 
to apprize me of the settlement; but your well-wisher will never consent to this: 
and matters have come to such a ritch, that my statements are falsified in every 
case, and the assertions of others are believed, which is extremely distressing and 
disagreeable to me. 


I can never reconcile myself to the idea of argument and altercation with the 
Resident on every question that occurs, for 1 consider this to be totally beyond 
my power, and | never expected such proceedings from any Resident at my 
Court. Therefore seeing all those occurrences, I am greatly distressed; and, 
considering it for my advantage to remove from hefce, I am induced to solicit 
your Lordship’s permission to my travelling, and I await your answer to this 


letter. 


Hitherto matters have been carried on through your Lordship’s kindness alone; 
but now, if the veil is to be removed, your well-wisher can do nothing; and 
therefore I beg your Lordship not to delay an answer to this letter, nor to con- 
sider your well-wisher like any of the other Princes, but as obedient to your 
Lordship at all times, and to treat me with kindness accordingly. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Bartrir, 
Resident. 





To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 19th December 1812.) 


I have had the honour of receiving your Excellency’s note, desiring me to sub- 
mit for your perusal a translation of the orders of the Government regarding the 
case of Hyder Bukbsh. 


The instructions which I received from the Government respecting all the de- 
pendents of the late Almass Alee Khan have been i ia ecg to your 
Excellency, and a translation is already in your possession. The case, however, 
of Hyder Bukhsh, and his title to depart from Lucknow, are obviously not of a 
nature to require the especial notice and orders of the Governor-General in 
Council. Hyder Bukhsh is unquestionably a subject of the Honourable Com- 
pany, and an inhabitant of Corah in the British dominions. His connection with 
Almass Alee Khan occasioned his temporary residence in Lucknow, which he now 
wishes to quit and to return to his house in the Doab; for which purpose he has 
obtained a passport under the Right Honourable the Governor-General’s signature 
and seal, which is equivalent to the express order of the Government, for his depar- 
ture whenever he thinks proper, and no cause for his detention has been shewn. If 
he be indebted to your Excellency’s Government, and your Excellency will be 
pleased to explain and establish the grounds of your demand, I am ready to 
order the payment of it; but, otherwise, as I have already submitted to you, I 
deem myself to be fully authorized to grant him permission to go to his house, 
which I shall do accordingly, and report the circumstance to Government, with 
the other particulars of our conference of this morning at the Residency. 





From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 20th December 1812.) 


You have stated to me, that if I have any demands against Hyder Bukhsh, I 
should explain them, in order that you may direct him to liquidate them. The 
case is this: after the death of Almass Alee Khan this person appeared in the 
Presence, aud represented that he had seventy thousand rupees and a few thou- 
sand gold munuts, which he was ready to give me for permission to proceed on 


a pilgrimage. I desired him to remain in attendance with connie - 
shortly 
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shortly after he hr igo for the office of Darogha of the Dewan Khana, which 
Z deciined to confer on him. Shortly after this he sought the office of Khgn- 
saman, and I gave him a khelat of distinction, on which he presented an arace 
promising not to quit Lucknow without my permission, which arzee I showed 
to Fukeer-ood Deen Abmud (Mirza Jafer). Since that period I have never cis- 
tressed bim in any manner whatever, and he then commenced bis attendance 
on you, abandoning the Presence entirely. | 

- He was originally a Hindoo, and afterwards became the slave of Almass, who 
was the slave of the Presence. Fyzoolla, the treasurer, and Gholum Mohum- 
mud Toshukchee, keeper of the wardrobe to the late Almass, assert that Hyder 
Bukhsh has appropriated part of the wealth of Almass ; and if this be proved, 
let Hyder Bukhsh answer to the charge. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Barxcteg, 
: Resident. 





To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 19th December 1809.—11th 
Zekaud 1224.) | 


I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter ® of yesterday's date, 
stating that your Excellency had desired me to address the Right Honourable 
the Governor-General respecting Hyder Bukhsh; that I had accordingly done 
so, and had stated in personto your Excellency the orders of Government in 
answer, but that, as your Pacelleacs had forgotten the substance of my verbal 
communication on this subject, you wished me to submit it in writing. 


I do not remember that your Exccllency ever desired me to address the 
Government regarding Hyder Bukhsh; but I perfectly well recollect, that on 
the death of Almass Alee Khan, I admitted, in conversation with your Excel- 
Jency, your preferable right to the property of the deceased over the claim 
which the Begum had advanced to it, and pointed out the only unexception- 
able, or even reputable means, by which your Excellency fr get possession 
of the property. [also submitted, on that occasion, the whole of the circum- 
stances of the case to the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, 
whose commands were communicated to your Excellency, the substance of 
which is as follows : 


“ The Governor-General in Council is unwilling to admit the belief that the 
“ Vizier will exert the right of sovereigns of Mahometan countries over persons 
“in the situation of the late Almass Alee Khan, to the extent of reducing his 
** family and dependents to want or distress. Should you, however, have reason 
‘* to apprehend that his Excellency contemplates any measures of severity and 
‘* harshness, you will not hesitate to represent to him, in the most urgent and 
‘* impressive manner, the injustice as well as impolicy of such acts, setting 
‘* before him im the strongest light the injurious consequences to his reputation 
“‘ asa Prince, which acts of such unjust severity towards the family of an old 
“ servant of his house would produce. His Lordship in Council cannot doubt 
‘* that your representation, urged with earnestness and made in the name of the 
“ Government, will produce a proper effect on the mind of the Vizier.” 





To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 21st December 1812.) 


A perusal of your Excellency’s letter dated yesterday, and having reference 
to the vase of Hyder Bukhsh, has excited my surprise and concern; and although 
it be unnecessary and unpleasant to trouble the Government with references on 
such trifling matters as this is, I shall-be compelled, on the present occasion, to 
submit a translation of your Excellency’s letter, now acknowledged, with a cor- 
rect and particular statement of the merits of this case, to the Right Honourable 
the Governor-General in Council, that his Lordship in Council may be apprized 
of the extraordinary grounds or pretexts on which your Excellency would seem 
to have resolved to distress the dependants of our Government, in opposition to 
his Lordship’s advice. 
| sd 4Q At 


* This letter does not appear upon the Consultations. 
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At the same time, I must beg your Excellency ‘to recollect, that. the fesoldtion 
now expressed upon my part of representing the: case of Hyder Buklish. to the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, is by no'means intended 
to supersede the requisition which I have conveyed to-your Excellency for the 
unmolested departure of Hyder Bukhsh, as.a subject of the British Government 
and. furnished with a-regular- passport under. the Governor-Generul’s seal, when- 
ever he may think proper to quit your capital. On. the. contrary, I repeat to 
your Excellency, that the permission which I consider myself.as fully authorized 
to grant to that person for his departure is still in force, and that any attempt om 
the part of your Excellency’s officers to detain him will be,, in my judgment, 
highly improper. : i 7 | , ye tie Bags 

Your Excellency has been pleased to remark, “ that after the death of Almass 
Alee Khan, Hyder Bukhsh attended in your presence and declared,” &c. (reca- 
pitulate.) 


Ihave thought it my duty, with the view of ascertaining the real circum- 
stances of the grounds on which your Excellency would forcibly detain Hyder 
Bukhsh in your capital, to summon that person before me, and to examine him 
particularly on oath, His deposition has been taken accordingly, and is submit- 
ted for your Excellency’s perusal, without comment ; for to comment on tlic par- 
ticulars to which he has sworn seems to me to be totally useless. 


Your Excellency’s assertion, that an arzee on the part of Hyder Bukhsh, con- 
taining a promise never to quit Lucknow without your consent, was presented 
by that person to your Excellency, and exhibited by your Excellency to Mirza 
Jafer, a confidential servant of mine, seemed to require more minute inves- 
tigation, and I have questioned Mirza Jafer on the subject. He denies his 
having ever seen such an arace in the Presence ; and it is certainly very extraor- 
dinary, if he had seen and read it as declared by your Excellency, that be shoula 
have cuncealed the circumstance from me. 


A copy of the Arzce, however, has been exhibited te me this day by Hyder 
Bukhsh, and it certainly does not contain the promise which your Excellency 
has been pleased to adduce. The explanation, too, afforded upon oath, of the 
circumstances under which the arzee was wrested from Hyder Bukhsh, rather 
than voluntarily presented by him to your Excellency, is particularly worthy of 
notice. Your Exccllency’s allusion to the circumstance and causes of Hyder 
Bukhshi’s attendance on me may be answered, by recalling to your recollection 
the occasion of your request of my agency towards the liquidation of your 
demands against Almass Alee Khan. On that occasion, as your Excellency 
knows, I summoned all the principal dependants of Almass before me, and 
induced them, by a promise of protection, to liquidate the arrears of Almass, 
with the view of lis and their obtaining a general acquittance from your Excel- 
lency. To Hyder Bukhsh, who on that occasion contributed a considerable sum 
of money for the attainment of the object in view, I promised not only my pro« 
tection, but also the permission of our Government to proceed on a pilgrimage 
to Mecea, or to visit and reside with his family in the Dooab, ‘sapien he should 
not undertake any office or situation of responsibility in the service of your 
Excellency’s Government. Oa the faith of this promise by me, and under fears 
of oppression by your Excellency, Hyder Bukhsh has continued to attend me, 
and occasionally to urge me for permission to depart from the city of Lucknow. 


From the tenor of your Excellency’s message to me on Saturday last, requiring 
a translation of my instructions from Government for the protection of the 
dependents of Almass, and more particularly from the intention which you 
evince of compelling Hyder Bukbish to continue bis sesidence in this city, it 
would seem that your Excellency had forgotten the contents of your own letter 
to my address, under date the tenth of Zeekaud 1224 (18th December 1809), 
and of my answer to that letter, which was written on the following day, convey 
ing = you the sentiments of the Government, 2s expressed in the following 
WOIdS ; Pee 


‘* Should you, however, have reason to apprehend that his Excellency con- 
“ templates any measures of severity and harshness, you will not hesitate to 
| * represent 
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‘* represent to him, in the most urgent and impressive maunes, the injustice as 
“ well as: impolicy pf such acts, setting before him, in the strohgest light, the 
“* aajurious consequeaces to his reputation as a Prince, which acts of such 
“* unjust severity towards the family of an old servant of his house would 
‘* produce.” | | 


I mtreat your Excellency to compare the impressive and friendly advice of 
the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, as expressed in the 
foregoing words, with the design which you now entertain of’ forcing Hyder 
Bukhsli to remain in a city, where he has neither subsistence nor employment, 
and preventing his retreat to his home in the Honourable Company’s territory, 
where he enjoys or has a prospect of both. 


A true copy: — 
(Signed) J. BAILLutrs, 
Resident. 


I] 


Deposition, on Oath, of Hyder Bukhsh, taken on Afonday the 21st cf December, 
| beforc the Resident at Lucknow. 


Question. State, on your oath, with accuracy, the cause and circumstances of 
your attending in the presence of his Excellency the Vizicr, both before and 
after the death of the late Almass Alce Khan. 


Ansuwcr. The state of the case is as follows :—When Almass Alee Khan was 
pleased to grant me his permission for my proceeding on a_ pilgrimage te 
Kurbula, I presented a petition to his Excellency for an order to quit the city, 
without which no person can have egress, and the prayer of this petition was 
refused. [ then applied to Ray Jeysook Ray, and afterwards repeatedly to Mirza 
Muhdee Alee Khan, who informed me that it was his [:xcellency’s pleasure I 
should continue in attendance in the Presence and accept an employment in the 
State. This I most peremptorily refused, declaring that I had no wish for 
employment, or should have continued to serve my master Almass, who had 
much of the country in his hands: that my sole and earnest desire was to be 
permitted to proceed on a pilgrimage. Soon after this Sburf Alee Khan 
summoned ine before lin, and urged me strenuously to attend in the Presence, 
which I was thus forced to agree to, considering any further resistance to his 
Excellency’s will as improper; and accordingly, with Almass’s permission, 
attended, and was treated with extraordinary distinction, as well as encouraged 
to hope for permission to proceed on a pilgrimage. 


-Q. It would appear that while attending in the Presence after the death of 
Almass Alee Khan, you declared yourself to be in possession of seventy thou- 
sand rupees and several thousand gold mohurs, which you offered as a douceuc 
to his Excellency tor permission to proceed to Kurbula: state, on your oath, cor- 
rectly, the circumstances of this transaction. 


A. They are as follow. Shortly after the death of Almass, I renewed my 
application to the Presence for permission to proceed on a pilgrimage, and was 
desired to rely on his Excellency’s favour with confidence. The mention of 
money, too, I recollect, and it occurred exactly us follows. [ stated to his Ex- 
cellency the Vizier that 1 did possess, at one time, the sum of seventy thousand 
rupees in silver and property, which | had devoted to the liquidation of the 
balances of revenue which were claimed from my master, Almass; and that 
now the wreck of mv fortunes, after disposing of every thing in my possession, 
might amount to fifteen or twenty thousand rupees and two hundred gold 

urs, which I reserved as an offering at the holy shrines; but, if his Excet- 
lency should: be pleased to deprive me of a part of this sum, and permit me te 
retain merely enough for the expenses of my Journey, I was willing to pay any 
ttion of itinto his Excellency’s treasury. [was commanded, in answer, to 
at rest, and that a particular answer should be given on further consideration. 
The mention of the sum of seventy thousand rupees I solemnly declare to have 
occurred in the manner above stated, and the number of gold mohurs which 


I mentioned to have been no more than two hundred in ati. 
| Q. It 
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Q. It would seem that, at one period of your attendance in the Presence, ‘you 
solicited the offices of Darogha of the Dewan Khana, and Khansdman to ‘lis 
sega the Vizier: state the cireumstances under which yotr applied! ‘for 
those offices. perereene seca 


A, I solemnly deny, upon my oath, my having ever solicited or wished for 
an appointment of any description under his Excellency the Vizier... The inva- 
riable practice of his Excellency’s Government is known to be, that no requests 
nor negotiations on the subject of appointment to office are ever verbatly heard 
or received, but that written applications, under the seal of the candidaté, are 
uniformly demanded. -If I had ever made ‘sach an a Eps it rhust have 
been in writing under my seal, and mdy now’ bé' produecd ‘aptinst nie. This 
application, if ever made in my name, was totally false and malictous: I Had 
three times the honour of a khelat from the Presence, but never wished for, nor 
accepted, nor interfered in any manner in, the service of the State. 


Q. It would appear that you presented an arzee to his Excellency, promising 
never to depart from Lucknow without his consent. 


A. The true statement of this affair is as follows. Raie Ruttun Chund sent 
for me one day, and shewed me two drafts of an arzee and memorandum, to 
which, under the order as he said of the Presence, my seal was immediately 
required. I at first refused to sign any oneof them, declaring that they were in 
direct opposition to my wishes, which tended only to my obtaining permission 
to depart, and consequently that I could never sign or seal them with my free 
will or accord. The Raie answered, that such were the orders of the Presence; 
that I must not on any pretext disobey them; that his Excellency was disposed 
te befriend me ; and that I could never expect to live in peace, save by obeying 
the orders and conforming with the will of his Excellency. 


By these means I was at length compelled to put my seal to the papers, which 
I delivered into the hands of Ruttun Chund; and two days after I got back the 
memorandum from the Raie with the sign manual of his esctveny, granting me 
an allowance of five hundred rupees per mensem. But being ever indisposed to 
receive place or pension from his Excellency, and desirous to proceed on a pil- 
grimage, I have not accepted nor been offered a single rupee of the salary from 
that day until this. 


' Q. Fyzoola Khan Khezanchee, and Gholam Mohommed Toshwkchie of the 
late Almass Alee Khan, assert that you have fraudulently appropriated a part of 
the wealth of Almass. How is this? 


A. This assertion is totally false and groundless, I solemnly declare upon ny 
oath. If I had appropriated any part of Almass’s wealth in his lifetime, he 
would doubtless have called me to an account, and would never have permitted 
me to proceed on a pilgrimage, far less have granted me an acquittance of my 
conduct and intromissions with his property in full of alldcmands. This is per- 
fectly clear, I apprehend. 


True translations : 


(Signed) J. BAILute, 
. Resident. — 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 2d January 1813.) 


Your Excellency having been pleased, in your letter of yesterday's date to the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General, which I shall have the honour of for- 
warding without delay, to convey some complaints of my conduct, which it 
behoves me, of course, to reply to, 1 deem it proper, in the first instance, to submit 
a few observations to your Excellency, with the view of requesting ‘an elucida- 
tion of some points of your complaint which appear to require explanation. — 


Your Excellency has complained, in the first place, of a want of reapect in 
my letters, proceeding from dissatisfaction or displeasure. Now, although the 
displeasure of the British Government, and consequently my dissatisfactian at 
your Excellency’s recent proceedings, and the obvious grounds of them, namely, 

your 
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‘your Excellency’s uniform opposition to the just views of the Government dind 
‘total disregard of my advice, be readily admitted and established, yet as I'am 
totally unconscious of any failure in the.observances of personal respect, I am 
naturally at a loss to conceive to which of my recent letters your Excellency has 
‘been pleased‘to allude, and therefore I beg to be informed, whether your Excel- 
lency refers merely to those of. which copies are conveyed in your address to the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General, and are indeed’ already before ‘him,. 
or there be amy other letters of mine to form: the ground of your Excellency’s 
complaint, that those also may be submitted to the Government. : 


Your Excellency’s second complaint has a reference to-my supposed prever- 
tion of your hunting excursion last. year. In.anewer to.this, if it were necee- 
sary, [might beg your Excellency-to recollect that an annual hunting excursian, 
in.the hottest season of the year, wasMever your Excellency’s practice till I 
had the honour of residing at your Court ; since which I have on four successive 
occasions, without reluctance, and with a view to your Excellency’s pleasure, 
suffered all the fatigues of a journey, and cheerfully attended your Excellency 
in camp for months during the most inclement season of the year. But, with a 
reference to the last year in particular, which is the subject of your Excellency’s 
complaint, the real state of the case your Excellency must admit to be as fol- 
lows :. at a conference in my own house, in the month of March or April, when 
the hunting, excursion and the preparations for your journey were mentioned, I 
begged your Excellency to reflect that a letter from the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General, on a subject of the utmost importance, the reform of. your 
Excellency’s admininistration, had been before you for upwards of a year, and 
that it seemed to me to be advisable that your Excellency should take some 
steps in this business, and prepare your answer to the Governor-General before 
you set out on. your journey, but that your Excellency might act as you thought 
proper; to which your Excellency immediately: replied, that-you would put off 
the hunting excursion. | 


If your Excellency be now pleased to consider the above suggestion on my 
part, to the verbal accuracy of which I.am ready to depose upon oath, as a pre- 
vention of your hunting excursion, 1 must acquiesce in your Excellency's 
construction. 


The third ground of complaint is the substance of my conference with your 
Excellency on Saturday the 19th of December, at which I submitted an abstract 
of the orders of Government, under dates the 8th of May and 23d of October 
last, having reference to the employment of the British troops for the suppression 
or seizure of banditti infesting the Honourable Company's territory and finding 
refuge in your Excellency’s dominions, applying those orders of the Govern- 
ment, and their necessary consequences, with the purest motives of friendship, 
as a salutary caution to your Excellency against the effects of your continuing to 
oppose the just views of our Governinent. | 


To those orders, in fact, and to my exposition of their tendency, in the strict 
discharge of my duty, and from the purest motives of friendship, I ascribe en- 
tirely and exclusively the tenor of your present complaint. To persons who 
know much less, and to others who know .more, than your Excellency of -my 
disposition and manuers, I may safely refer for the truth of my solemn and can- 
did assertion, that I am incapable of shewing anger in argumcut, on subjects or 
occasions of the nature to which your Excellency alludes, and that the words 
which your Excellency has been pleased to ascribe to me were never uttered by 
me in the manner, nor to the effect, which you have stated. 


Our coaversation was entirely in Hindoostauee, and I held written memoranda. 
of my.own part of it in my hand at the time. I. commenced with observing to, 
your Excellenc , that it had long been my practice, and should ever be my, 
earnest desire, foi motives of respect for your Excellency, to avoid urging you. 
repeatedly, or with earnestness, on any question whatever, however just in my, 
Own Opinion, without a previous reference to the Goverament and receiving its, 
positive orders to that effect. That the cases of Budjha Sing and of the banditti 
in Elahabad: were striking examples of this remark ; ard that the result of the, 


references on those subjects now before you, and on inany other questions formerly 
indie 4h referred, 
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referred, as removing the veil from. your conduct, should naturally suggest. to 
your Excellency the wisdom, and even the necessity of paying some degree.of. 

d to my suggestions on other points. ‘That the questions of the superinten- 
dence of the Kboord Muh, disputed villages in Binga, and other contested pointe 
between your Excellency and her Highness the Begum, were. fully as clear asthe. 
former, were originally susceptible of decision by me, without any reference to the . 
Government, and that the result of the references on these points might be natu- 
tally expected to be the same with that which I had just read ia. your presence ; 
for it was clearly the province of the British Government, in its character of gua- 
rantee of the rights of both parties, to arbitrate and decide on all matters contested 
between them, and to place the party aggrieved in the full possession of its rights, 
and that such m my belief would prove the consequence of your Excellency’s 
delay to do justice to her Highness the elder Begum. Digressing from more 
important subjects to questions of smaller moment, I complained in strong, but 
respectful terms, of your Excellency’s delay to acquiesce in the departure of 
Hyder Bukhsh, a native subject of the British Government, and holding the 
Governor-General’s passport in his hands for his departure from Lucknow and on 
a pilgrimage. I complained, further, of your extraordinary delay to redress the 
grievances of the Honourable Company's sepoys, and specified the particular case 
of Mal Tewarree, naick, who had been confined in irons by one of your Excellen- 
cy’s Aumils for weeks, and the whole of his property plundered, and whose 
redress, like that of many other persons, was evaded by the contending state- 
ments of the aggressors and aggrieved, the former supported by your Excel- 
lency, and the means of due investigation denied. 


With regard to all those cases I argued, that a constant reference to the 
Supreme Government was totally unnecessary, save from motives of respect for 
your Excellency, since my own judgment and official authority were sufficient 
to bring them to an equitable decision. 


That the obviously just and most simple method of doing so was to depute 
Ameens or Chuprassies to the spot, for the purpose of investigating the grounds 
of complaint, and to consider and act on the reports of those Ameens as decisive 
of the questions at issue between the Aumils and the parties aggrieved. That 
this seemed to me to be now the only remaining expedient for ‘redressing 
the wrongs of the sepoys; and with regard to the departure of Hyder Bukhsh, 
as a question already decided by the instructions of the Government to me, I 
have no hesitation in admitting that I frankly declared to your Excellency my 
resolution of employing a servant of my own to pass him beyond the gates of 
the city, if your Excellency should persist in refusing to permit him to depart 
to his home in the Honourable Company's dominions, or to shew some good 
cause for his detention. 


The above, to the best of my recollection, is the whole of the substance, and 
a faithful description of the manner, of myshare in the conference with your 
Excellency on the morning of the 19th of December. If there be any thing 
demonstrative of anger, or ofa wish, far less a resolution, “ to settle every point 
“in my own way,” and merely to apprize your Excellency of the settlement, 
your Excellency has now to explain it, and the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General im Council will decide. . 


To express a direct contradiction of the assertion of any person, the lowest 
in the world, is totally foreign to my forms of speech, and can never issue from 
my pep. But I am perfectly ready to admit, that cases have. arisen, and. may 
arise, in which a manifest difference between your Excellency’s statement on 4 
particular question at issue, and that of a poor person, the other ah in the 
cause, may require that I should form a judgment of the merits of the case from 
cencomitant circumstances and proofs, and that my jodgment being at variance 
with your Excellency’s, I feel it my duty to declare this opinion, in argument or 
in correspondence, without reserve. If by this conduct on my part, = Excel- 
lericy should be induced to complain that I have falsified your Excetlency’s 
assertions, I may frequently give cause of complaint without the smallest inter 
tion of offending. } | a a 


Your 
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Your: Exceltency has observed in your letter to. the Right Honovrable the Bengal P chee 
GovernorGeneral, that you never expected such ‘proceedings from the Resident Narang ered 
at yout Excellency’s Court ; yet the obvious cause of those provéedings, and of aces 
every circumstance or measure on my part which can give ufiensiness to your Lettet 
Excellency’s mind, is your determined perseverance in opposing the advice of —— 
the Government which I represent, and whose sentiments I submit to your = 
Excellency, and consequently the removal of that cause is alone in your Excel- 
lengy'’s power. Your declaration, at the close of your letter, of entire obédience 
to the wil-of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, when 
compared with your uniform disregard of every counsel which his Lordship has 
conveyed to you during a period of two years, deems to me to be deserving of 
reflection. - | | 


Having now concluded those remarks on the whole of your Excellency’s 
letter conveying a complaint against myself, which I propose transmitting to 
the Government, I submit them, in the spirit of candour, for your Excellency’s 
perusal in the first instance, that if your Cectlenes wish to reply, you may be 
furnished with the best means of doing so by considering the purport of my 
remarks. : : : 

| A true translation : . . 
(Signed) = J. Baruirs, 





Resident. 
To the Right Honourable Gilbert Lord Minto, Governor-General in Council, Letter 
| &ec. &e. &e. Lort-William. — acai at 
My Lord: ee 


1. In continuation of the subject of my despatch of the 4th instant to your 
Lordship in Council's address, I have now the honour of transmitting to you a 
copy and translation of a letter received from his Excellency the Vizier, in 
answer to the statement which I submitted on tlre subject of his Excellency’s 
complaint contained in his letter to your Lordship under date the 1st instant. 


‘2. It was my original intention to have abstained from further correspondence 
with the Vizier on the subject of his letter to your Lordship, and after submit- 
ting a copy of his answer to my statement, with such remarks as the tenor of it 
might suggest to me, for your Lordship in Council’s decision, to have awaited 
the communication of that decision to his Excellency directly or to myself, 
before 1 should address him again on any subject whatever, unless it were of a 
nature so urgent as could not with propriety be postponed till I should receive 
your Lordship’s instructions. 


3. But the general tenor and the manner of his Excellency’s letter to my 
address, and particularly some of the doctrines which are stated and supported 
in that letter, seemed so novel and extraordinary to my judgment, that I could 
not, consistently with my duty, refrain from submitting to his Excellency my 
sentiments on the nature of the degradation which he has thus attempted to 
impose on the high official station of your Lordship’s representative at, his 
Court : . 

4. A copy and translation of the letter which I have deemed it to be my duty 
to address to his Excellency the Vizier on this occasion are submitted for your 
Lordships perusal, and supersede a repetition of the remarks on the subject of 
the complaint against myself which it was originally my intention to have con- 
veyed in ‘a direct address to your Lordship. : 


5. With a reference to the exceptionable manner of writing which the Vitier 
an to adopt in the latter years of the Residency of the late Colonel Scott at 
Lucknow, and.has graduully brought to a pitch which is, in my judgment, highly 
offensive, it may be necessary to account to your Lordship in Council for my 
aving-omitted to notice it before, aad thus affording an opportunity to the Vizier, 
not only to persist in and to aggravate his own exceptionable style, but to be the 
rst to complain, however groundlessly, of a want of respect upon my part. 
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6, The causes and motives of this omission, by my predecessors as well as 
myself, are to be traced in the intricacies and celicacies, as J may term them, of 
the forms of Persian correspondence as practised in this country; in an imperfect 
knowledge, or a disregard of those peculiar intricacies by Colonel Scott; the total 
ignorance of them by Colonel Collins; the gradual and imperceptible advantage 
of those circumstances which has been taken by his Excellency the Vizier; the 
establishment of nearly the present form of correspondence on the part of his 
Excellency before my arrival at his Court, and my natural desire to ccngili- 
ate, and to-refrain ‘from serious remonstrance regarding matters of mere form, 
till they became of considerable importance; combined with a hope, I con- 
fess, that the model which I thought proper to adopt for my own letters to his 
Excellency, being that of the earlier periods of his, and of the whole of his. bro- 
ther’s administration, would have ultimately answered the purpose, by recalling 
to his Excellency’s mind what was proper and becoming on his part, with a refer- 
ence to the official rank of the Representative of the British Government at his 
Court, which in every other instance, save that of letter-writing, he has generally 
most strictly observed. | | 


7. With a view to clucidate the remarks on this branch of the subject of ‘his 
Excellency’s letter to my address, which are contained in my answer to that 
letter, and now submitted to your Lordship, I shall transmit to the Persian 
department copies of a number of letters from the late Nawaub Asuf-ood-Dowlah, 
addressed to Mr. Ives and Mr. Lumsden, and of letters from those gentlemen 
to the late Nawaub, with copies of a number of letters from the present Vizier to 
Mr. Lumsden and Colonel Scott, and from those gentlemen to his Excellency ; 
a comparison of the style and manner of which with those of his Excellency’s 
recent letters to me, will enable the Persian Secretary to report to your Lordship 
in Council on the general accuracy of my remarks; and after receiving the report 
of that officer, it will remain for your Lordship in Council to decide whether the 

resent forins of correspondence adopted by his Excellency the Vizier to your 
Pordship's representative at his Court, and the submissive and derogatory style 
which his Excellency requires from the Resident, shall be continued, or the less 
exceptionable practice of former times, and of the early part of his Excellency’s 
Government, shall be resumed and established for the future. | 


_ 8 With a reference to the more essential degradation of the rank and official 
influence of the Resident at the Court of the Vizier, which his Excellency has 
very plainly expressed his design of imposing on me in the concluding para- 
graphs of bis letter, I deem it to be totally unnecessary to intrude on your Lord- 
— time, by submitting any other remarks than those which arc stated in: my 
reply. | | 
a | I have, &c. yas 
~ Lucknow, | (Signed) J. Bat.uie, 
11th January 1813. Resident. 


GEitee YD 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 7th J anuary 1813.) 


Your writing submitted on the 28th of Zeehijj (2d January), containing an 
answer to the contents of a letter from the Presence to the ight Honourable 
the’ Governor-General, dated the 26th of that month (31st December), has been 
perused. You lave’ submitted, that “ although the causes of the displeasure of 
the British Government and your own, namely, my uniform Qppasition to the 
‘« just views. of the Government and total disregard of your advice, be admitted 
“and established, yet you are totally unconscious,” &c, (ta the end.), 

In reply to which, the case is this: Your failure tn the Obstrvaticés ‘of respect 
for the Presence began ‘before the discussions to which ydd' allide’ téok ‘place ; 
and, on the'part of the Presence, no alteration in the manner and style of Writ- 
ing tas ever been: thade, as the shookhas (mandates) of the Presence dud your 
writings.of the former arid present tines, compared with each’ other and with the 
‘MrItibge of former Reddents in your office: val show.’ Tf yéu lobk at them you 
will perceive the difference, and'thé Presence fils ho becasibn ‘to explain ‘it. = 

i After 
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After acknowledging your dissatisfaction, you submit that “ you are at a loss Bengal Political 


* to conceive to which of your recent letters I have been pleased to. allude as a 
*¢ cause of complaint, and beg to be informed,” &c. The case is this: From 
the representations contained in your writing submitted on the 3d of Jemadee- 
oos-sance 1226 (27th June 1811), the manner of your respect for the Presence is 
apparent, and of the representations in your writing containing the deposition of 
Hyder Bukhsh, what was disagreeable to the mind of the Presence has been stated 


in my letter to the Governor-General. Your writing in answer to that letter, ” 


too, contains a manner of respect for the Presence which is obvious. 


The speech which you submit in denial of your prevention of the hunting 


‘excursion was made last year. But as you must have accompanied the Presence 


on the hunting excursion, the answer to the Governor-General’s letter might have 
been written there as well as here. And on one occasion before, last year, when 
the Presence intended moving to Nawaubgunge, you prevented it, and after all the 
preparations for the hunting excursion were made according to custom, till you ob- 


tained a promise of an early return, you did not approve of the march of the Pre-. 


sence: nay, further, after our retura, when Lucknow was enlightened by the Pre- 
sence, and the Presence was afflicted with rheumatic pains in the joints, to a degree 
which rendered speaking or breathing unpleasant; when in that state the Presence 
removed for change of air to Beebeepore, at so short a distance from the palace of 
Furhu Bukhsh as to be no morc than a change of residence, even this movement 
was disagreeable to you. If the cause of your disapproval was merely the 
difficulty of transacting business or obtaining answers to your requests, the 


distance was of no consequence whatever, and in a state of sickness what could 
be done? ; 


‘In reply to your representation of “ your having submitted an abstract of the 
“ orders of the Government dated the 8th of May and 23d of October, regarding 
« the employment of the British troops, to the Presence, at our conference of 
“ Saturday the 14th of Zeehijj (19th Decembet), and your having applied those 
‘¢ orders and their consequences from motives of friendship, and your consider- 
‘< ing those orders to be the true cause of this complaint from the Presence,” the 


case is this: At the conference abovementioned, the two papers described were 


taken, and regarding them not a word was issued from the Presence ; but, with 
regard to other matters, the expressions which you submitted to the Presente were,, 


in the opinion of the Presence, clearly demonstrative of anger and disrespect.. 


You admit your application of the words “ necessarily removing the veil,” &c.; 
and after this admission, what more need be written from the Presence r 


With regard to your representation, that it was ‘' the province of the British 
* Government, in its character of guarantee, to arbitrate and decide on all con- 
‘* tested points,” &c. What has been already repeatedly said upon tls subject 


shall never be departed from with my consent. If done contrary to my consent, 
you are at liberty. 


With regard to your complaints at the conference above mentioned “ on the 
‘‘ case of Mal Tewarree, naick, and other sepoys and dependants of the British 
“ Government, and the support of the Presence to the statements of the Aumils, 
‘and a denial of the means of investigation,” the case is this: It was never the 
wish ‘nor desire of the Presence, that the complaints of those sepoys should not 
be justly decided, or that their investigation should be delayed; far less that the 
rights of the poor should be lost, or the statements of the Aumils confirmed. 
But the cause of the delay is this: that the sepoys will not agree to the state- 
ments of the Seghadars (revenue officers) and persons versant in the business, 
nor will they submit their complaints to arbitration, nor be satisfied with anything 
short of the accomplishment of their own views. Reflect that conversation ‘on 
business does not require anger,’ nor wrath, nor forgetfulness of the respect for 
Situation, and that the expressions which you submitted in the Presence, as tend- 
ing to diminish the autliority of the Presence, clearly indicated anger and wrath, 
since the plan whicli you propose of deputing Ameens and Chupprassies to. dimi- 
nish the’ power and authority of the Presence can never be agreed to by the 
Presence, as lias been already repeatedly signified. Sg ES 
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With regard to the dismissiou of Hyder Bukhsh, the method 'whieli you have 
adopted. has never been seen-in any.country.. Notwithstanding your promise to: 
make him pay any demands of the State that might be established againet hins,: 
without investigating the statement of Fyzoolla and: Gholam Mohummud, or 
confronting them with him, you permitted him of your own accord to depart. 
And, with a reference to your statement of his being a: British subject, the case 
is this: that he left the purgunnah ef Corah, which you represent to be his.coun- 
try, long before it was ceded to the Company,.and became the slave of Almass 
Alee Khan deceased, whose property he was at his death, and by whom in this 
city he was educated and brought up. It would, therefore, have been becoming 
your friendship, to have confronted him, in the first place, with the two persons 
above mentioned, and called on him for an answer to their assertions ; and in 
the case of nothing being proved against him, you might then have applied to 
the Presence for his leave to- depart, instead of declining: to confront him with 
his accusers or to attend to the commands of the Presence, and using angry: 
words. on the subject of his departure, which did not become you in any degree, 
and which you yourself acknowledge your having used. 


in, with regard to your representation, that “a manifest difference may 
“ arise between the orders of the Presence on any subject and that of a poor 
‘‘ person,” &c. (to the end). The case is this: that the very thing which is 
disagreeable to the mind of the Presence you yourself have acknowledged ; nay, 
you add that this cause of complaint by the Presence may often happen again ; 
and, if so, what respect for the Presence can remain? vom application even of 
the word ‘‘ Complaint,” with a reference to the Presence, is contrary to the 
due observances of respect to which the Presence is entitled. 


Independently of the case of Hyder Bukhsh, there are many other affairs of 
the. Presence still unsettled : and with regard to your submission of the denial of 
Fukhar-ood-Deen (Mirza Jafer), of his having ever seen the arzee of Hyder 
Bukhsh, what was signified from the Presence to Mirza Jafer, and what he 
submitted in answer, shall be written in. detail from the Presence, on the con- 
dition of his swearing on the Koran in confirmation or denial of what shall be 
written. 


In reply to your observation, that ‘‘ my professions of entire obedience to the 
«‘ will of the Governor-General, when compared with,” &c. (to the end). 
There isno manner of doubt whatever of the obedience of the Presence to the 
Governor-General, for the Governor-General is the benefactor of the Presence ; 
and if the accomplishment of a matter be beyond the authority and power of the 
Presence, writing a true statement of the case to a benefactor 1s in no way 
inconsistent with obedience. What more shall be written? 3d of Mohur- 
rum 1228. _ | 
A true translation : 
(Signed) J..Baixureg, 
| Resident. 





To His Exeellency the Vizier. (Written the 8th January 1813.) 


I have had the honour of receiving your Excellency’s gracious letter of yes- 
terday’s date, and have carefully perused its contents. 


The tenor and substance of the letter, in my candid opinion, are such that I 
might safely submit it to the Government without a single comment or remark, 
and rely on the justice of. the Government for a judgment of absolute acquittal 
of the charges of disrespect and imtemperance which _ Excellency kas pre- 
ferred against me. Yeta sense of my duty to your Excellency, as well as to 
the Government which I represent, my wish for a solemn decision on the whole 
of the merits of this complaint, from even the: remote period to which your 
Excellency has now referred for the grounds of it, and some other considerations 
which will appear in the.sequel of this letter, induce me to trespass on your time 
with the following detailed observations. i | .-- Be 

At 
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Atra very early period after my arrival at your Exceliency’s Court; the forms Benga) Polttieal: 
of correspondence then recently adopted on the part of your Excellency to the acter 
Resident, and seemingly expected by your Excellency from him, seemed to me cane 
to be deserving of most serious attention and revisal. I looked: back. to the Letter 
records of my office for the forms of letter-writing on the part of the late Nawaub from Resident at 
Asuf-ood-Dowlah to the Resident, and found them to be as different from your —- *¥cknow. 
Excellency’s as they are from the mandates of the Emperor of Delhi to his 
Majesty's subjects and servants, which latter your Excellency’s mandates, rather 
than letters, to the Representative of the British Government at. your Court 
exactly resembled, and do resemble at this day. . 1 compared your Excellency’s 
letters to Mr. Lumsden, and a few of those to Colonel Seott, and their letters to 
your Excellency, with your Excellency’s letters to Colonel Collins and myself, 
and found them to be totally different from eachother. Being, of course, mor- 
tified and surprised at the change, I submitted my sentiments regarding it in the 
most delicate terms to your Excellency, through the medium of my confidential 
servant, and was referred to the correspondence with Colonel Collins for the only 
satisfaction that could be given. : 


Upon this I determined, perhaps improperly, though my motive could not be 
misconstrued, to abstain from any formal remonstrance to your Excellency, on 
the apparent want of consideration in correspondence, which classed the British. 
Resident at your Excellency’s Court on a footing of rank with your Excellency’s 
subjects and servants, and to content myself with framing my own letters to your 
Excellency on the model of those of Mr. Lumsden and Colonel Scott, which 
had never been objected to by your Excellency in the times of those respectable 
officers, and indeed has never been questioned by your Excellency with me till 
the date of your letter to the Governor-General. A number of no less than 
thirty letters from the late Nawaub Asuf-ood-Dowla to Mr. Ives and Mr. Lumsden, 
from those gentlemen to the late Nawaub, from your Excellency to Mr. Lums- 
den and Colonel Scott, and from the last-mentioned officer to your Excelleney, 
are now submitted for your inspection, and copies of them shall be forwarded to 
the Government; and I shall leave it to your Excellency’s justice and candour 
to decide, in the first place, whether the least respectful of all the letters from me 
to your Excellency, during a period of five years, which form the subject of your 
present complaint, do not exceed the most respectful of the enclosed, in every 
point to which your Excellency has alluded; and, secondly, whether the style 
and language of all your Excellency's letters to me,.more particularly of that 
which is now before me, do not more resemble the mandates of the King of 
Delhi to his servants, than the letters of any of your Excellency’s august pre- 
decessors, or your own, to the former Residents or representatives of the British 
Government at Lucknow: : 


Under all the circumstances which are stated, and with a particular reference 
to your Excellency’s remark, that “no alteration in the manner and style of 
‘¢ writing bas ever been made by your Excellency,” I deem it now to be my 
duty to solicit from your Excellency’s justice, as I shall submit to the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council, in vindication of the dignity of 
his Lordship’s Government, that the style and manner of writing to the 
Resident at your Excellency’s court, which was practised by your august 
brother and by your Excellency during the time of Mr. Lumsden, be resorted 
to and scrupulously observed for the future, and that all the cxceptionable 
expressions and omissions which have subsequently crept into use be hereafter 
withheld and attended to. 


A copy and translation of my letter of the 3d Jcmadee-oos-sanee 1226 (27th. 
Juue 1811), on the subject of reform, to which your Excellency. has now been. 
pleased to object, as well as copies and translations, indeed, of all my. letters on. 
every subject of importanee, are already before the Government, and have passed. 
the ordeal of its approbation. 

Reyarding my prevention of your Excellency’s hunting excursion last year, your 
Excellenc has admitted the truth of my declaration. With regard to the circum-. 
stances of your intended movement to Nawaub-gunge, my soliciting a promise 
of your early return to Lucknow from a former hunting excursion, and my 
dissatisfaction with your movement to Beebeepore, I cannot, at this distance 
of time, sufficiently charge my mcmory to submit a detail of them to your 

Excellency. 
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Excellency. The grounds of my surprise’and concern at your sudden departure 
to. .Beebeepore are submitted, and fully explained, in my letter-of the 27th of 
June 1811, already referred to: but, with a reference to all those complaints, I 
may apa be permitted to plead, that your Excellency's gracious letter of the 
9th of July 1811 should, in justice and candour, supersede any further explana-_ 
tion on my part. The words of that letter are as follow: ‘ Reposing con- 
** fidence, as I do, in your friendship, and having no other real and sympathizing 
friend than yourself, whose kindness could give consolation and confidence to 
“ my mind, I| therefore write to desire, &c......In the whole world I have not 
** one such a friend as yourself.” 


Your Excellency’s repeated reference to the substance of our conference of 
Saturday the 19th of December, as demonstrative in your opinion of anger, ‘can 
require no other yeply than a solemn declaration on my part, which I am ready 
to repeat upon oath, that friendship and conciliation, with the accomplishment 
of the just views of the Government, were the sole objects of my discourse, 
and that anger and wrath, or disrespect, were as far from my manner at the 
time as they are at the present moment. My application of the words 
* removing the veil from your Excellency’s conduct,” to the orders of Go- 
vernment, dated the 8th of May and 23d of October, was, in my judgment, 
correct, respectful, and friendly in the extreme. 


Your Excellency’s repeated refusal to admit of the mediation and arbitration 
of the British Government between her Highness the Begum and _ yourself, 
cannot surely form a necessary obstacle to the Government’s continuing to urge 
the just settlement of her Highness’s claims, or the redress of her manifest 
grievances ; but as this question has been finally referred to the Government, I 
have nothing further to offer regarding it. 


The question of the redress of the gricvances of our sepoys and other 
dependants, may also be passed over without remark. It is my firm and decided 


_ that till regular courts of justice be established throughout your 


xcellency’s dominions, for the investigation of all complaints, as recommended 
by the British Government, by your Excellency’s benefactor and friend the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, our subjects and de- 
pendants, in common with, but in perhaps a greater degree than, your own, 
must be subjected to distress and oppression; and that the only alternative 
which exists for the redress of the gricvances of our sepoys and other depen- 
dants, is that which I submitted to your Excellency at our conference of the 
19th of December, and which your Excellency seems disposed to resist. 


With a reference to the case of Hyder Bukksh, I certainly promised to your 
Excellency, and do now repeat the promise, to procure the liquidation of every 
just demand of your Excellency’s Government against him. He was dismissed 
to Corah with your Excellency’s declared consent. A rahdaree dustuck, in the 
terms of that under the Governor-General’s signature and seal, was regularly 
applied for to your Excellency, nay, was promised on the 28tli ultimo by your 
Excellency to me, and was ultimately refused to my servant Ameer Hyder, 
with a declaration from your Excellency that it was unnecessary, and that 
Hyder Bukbsh, like Gholam Reza Khan, might proceed unmolested without a 
dustuck. Your Excellency has omitted any notice of the Governor-General’s 
passport to this person, which was uniformly, in my judgment, decisive of the 
question of his departure. If the statement referred to by your Excellency of 
Fyzoolla and Gholam Mohummud had been that of a debt due to your Govern- 
ment by Hyder Bukhsh, instead of a vague assertion of his appropriating the 
wealth of Almass, it might have deserved, and would have formed the subject of, 
investigation in the manner which your Excellency has now for the first time 
suggested: but when I beg your Excellency to recollect that Hyder Bukhsh 
has an acquittance from Almass, and that the whole of the property of that 
Aumil has been locked up under your Excellency’s seals since the moment 0 
his death, and guarded in the strictest manner by the Honourable Company 5 
sepoys and your own, it cannot be a matter of surprise that L should have been 
satisfied with the deposition of Hyder Bukhsh, in refutation of a charge 80 
extraordinary. But, with a view to your Excellency’s satisfaction, 1 now entreat 


you to be convinced that Hyder Bukhsh is still answerable in every are AS 
qo | | before, 


“% 
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before, for: your. Excellency’s just demands, and amenable to the regular inves- 
tigation.ef the charge which, has been preferred by Fyzoolla and -Gholam Mo- 
hummad, abd which the accredited agent of Hyder Bukhsh is now in attendance 
to answer; nay, that he may. be recalled, if necessary, at any time, with the 
permission of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, to 
answer to such charges and demands as your Excellency may wish to bring 
against him. | 

My- opinion is still; I must confess, what has already been submitted to your 
Excellency: on ‘the question of his being a native subject of the Honourable 
Company’s Government, as being a landholder ia the district of Corah, where 
the bulk of his property is situated and his family have always resided. But be 
that question as it may, I have your Excellency’s repeated authority for sub- 
mitting,, that no Mussulman can be a slave, and that he is entitled to every 
privilege of a free subject as well as of a dependant of the British Government, 
although your Excellency seemed disposed to refuse him any of those privileges 
by detaining him forcibly at Lucknow: a circumstance, surely, more unpreé 
cedented, than my submitting the most urgent application for his release. 
That this application: was accompanied with expressions of anger or disrespect, I 
most solemnly and sincerely disavow. 


From your Excellency’s next observation, that ‘the submission, on my part, 
‘* of a difference in point of fact between any of your Excellency’s statements 
‘ and that of another person,” in other words, “ of an opinion different from 
‘© your own, is the very thing which is disagreeable to you;” that, “I have 
“ acknowledged this fault,” nay, ‘‘ predicted its future occurrence,” and “ that 
“ this is incompatible with respect ;’’ it would seem to my judgment to follow 
as your Excellency’s wish and expectation, that the rank of the British Resi- 
dent at your Court should be that of the lowest of your subjects: that he 
should have no opinion of his own, nor even the right of submitting the senti- 
ments of his Government to your Excellency, unless in perfect coincidence 
with yours, and demonstrative of the most profound submission to your will. 
If such be, indeed, your Excellency'’s wish or expectation, and the design of 
the British Government in maintaining a representative at your Court, it is 
certainly far from my conception of the nature and duties of my station, and 
remains to be explained to me by the Government. If even “ the use of the 
“* word complaint,” with a reference to your Excellency’s proceedings, be 
inadmissable on the part of the Resident, the exercise of his functions at 
Lucknow would seem to me to be completely suspended. 


Your Excellency’s demand of an oath from Mirza Jafer, who has long volun- 
tarily ceased to be the medium of my communications, and may naturally have 
forgotten thé circumstances to which your Excellency alludes, seems to me to 
be objectionable on many grounds; but if your Excellency will be pleased to 
explain the particular points regarding which the deposition of this respectable 
and highly creditable person is required, I shall consider of the justice and 
propriety of acquiescing in your Excetlency’s requisition, and shall submit a 
Sahat on the subject to the Right Honourable the Governor-General in 

ouncil. 


Of. the sincerity of your Excellency’s professions of entire obedience to the 
will of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, his Lordship in 
Council himself is the only competent judge. | 
oo A true copy : 

(Signed) J. Barut, 
| Resident. 

~ The Governor-General in Council deeming it advisable to suspend a repl 
to'the fetter from his Excellency the. Nawaub Vizier to the Governor-General, 
of whiclt a translation was enclosed in the Resident’s despatch of the 4th 
instant,' watil he shall receive a report. from the Persian Secretary to. the Go- 
| vernment-o the subject of the documents which Major Baillie-states that. he 
bae forwarded to the Persian Secretary, — Ss | 
* He | 4 T Ordered, 
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Ordered, That an extract from the proceedings be sent.to the Persian Secre. : 
tary’s Office, and that the Persian Secretary be informed:of the desire of his 
Lordship in Council to receive his report with :the:teast practicable delay. 
Ordered, That the following Instructions be addressed to the. Resident at 
Lucknow. | a | re 


¥ 





To Major J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 


Sir: . cas um 

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your Jetter of the 4th in- 
stant, enclosing the translation of a letter addressed to the Governor-Generat 
by the Vizier, in which his Exceltency charges you with disrespectful and intem- 
perate language and conduct, and renews the expression of his desire to travel. 


2, This extraordinary and groundless accusation appeared to the Governor- 
General in Council to require the decisive interference of Government, in 
order to vindicate your official conduct and proceedings, to uphold and 
strengthen the influence of your representative character, and to counteract 
the evident design of the Vizier in framing the letter to his Lordship’s address, 
viz., to deter the Government from persevering in the prosecution of the 
objects which have formed the topics of your recent discussions witty his Excel- 
lency, by accusations against its representative at his Excellency’s Court, and 
by renewing the subject of his travels. 7 


8. The Governor-General in Council was accordingly prepared to address a 
letter to his Excellency, calculated to effect the important object above stated, 
when the receipt of your further despatch of the 11th instant, enclosing the 
continuation of your correspondence with his Excellency, appeared to the 
Governor-General in Council to render it advisable to take the new and higher 
ground which the Government was enabled to assume, by the discovery of the 
impsoper and indecorous style in which the Vizier himself has of late been 
accustomed to indulge in his correspondence with the British Resident. 


4, It has become necessary to suspend the preparation of an answer to his 
Excellency’s letter, under the different view of the question which, ‘in conse- 
quence of the receipt of ie last despatch, has been taken by the Governor- 
General in Council, until a particular report shall be received from the Persian 
Secretary, founded on your communications to that officer, and on the mate- 
rials which the records of his office will supply of the several changes: which 
have occurred ‘in the manner of conducting the correspondence between the 
Vizier and the successive Residents at his Court, the origin of ,the. departure. 
from those forms of respect which were formerly observed both by the present 
Vizier and his predeeessor, and the nature and extent of those deviations from 
the proper style of address. Such a report is necessary to form the foundation 
of a grave and official remonstrance with the Vizier on the subject, and of a 
requisition in the name of the Governor-General, that his Highness will revert 
to that correct and decorous mode of conducting his correspondence with the 
British Resident, from which he ought never to have. departed. It is not 
necessary on this account, however, to delay the communication to you of the 
sentiments.of the Governor-General in Council on the subject of your two 
depatches above referred to. ‘2 ney 


5. The instructions, which I had received the orders of his Lordship in 
Council to address to you, on the case of Hyder Bukhsh, not having been des- 
patched when the receipt of your despatch apprized the Governor-General: ia 
Council of the actual departure of that person from Lucknow, they have been 
cancelled ; but such of the reflections and observations which arose in the mind 
of his Lordship in Council on perusing the, report of your proceedings in. that 
case as it may be proper that you should still be apprized of, will be included 
in this despatch. | Se gas - {sok ty oe 

6. tis not necessary to enter into a patticular and minute ‘examination, in 
this | irae of the several charges of inteispetate aud disres etfal language atid 
conduct brought against you by the Viziet, which have beén'in general ally 

tee | | :  Cessiuly 
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cessfully refuted in. your letter to his. Excellency, of which a translation és 


enclosed in. your, oR oy of the 4th. instant. The only exception to this. 


remark is the case of :Hyder. Bukhsh, above noticed, and which will. be 
‘to in a subsequent part of this despatch. ; = cee | 
7. His Lordship in Council trusts, that the effect of the letter which, the 
Governor-General proposes to address to his Excellency the Vizier wif make a 
suitable impression on his mind, and will both induce him to retract his ground- 
less and injurious imputations against: your personal and official character and 
conduct, and dispose him to pay more regard to the remonstrances and repre- 
sentations which it will be your duty to continue to address to him on vartous 
subjects .of discussion, and will also effect the immediate re-establishment of the 
epistolary intercourse between his Excellency and you, on a footing suitable to 
the rank and dignity of your representative character, upon which the Goyern- 
ment is determined to insist. : : 


8. ‘The proposed letter will, moreover, be so framed, as to repare his Ex- 
cellency’s mind for the renewal of the subject of the reform of his administra- 


tion and other depending questions, on which the extreme pressure of other 


business of more immediate urgency has rendered it necessary for the Governor- 
General in Council to suspend his deliberations, but which will form the subject 
of an early communication to you. 7 


_ 9. The question of the reform will now be urged, with all the advantage to 
be derived from the effect which must be produced by the decided interference 
of the Government on the occasion, which is the immediate subject of this letter. 
A similar advantage may be expected to be found with respect tu the other ques- 
tions depending with the Vizier, which still remain to be adjusted. Onall these 
points the instances of the Government to the Vizier will be renewed and 
enforced. 


10. It was extremely satisfactory to the Governor-General in Counctl to find 
thatthe departure of Hyder Bukhsh from Lucknow had superseded the necessity 
of interposing the direct authority of the Government in support of: your pro- 
ceedings in that person’s case, .as that case involves the very delicate question of 
the degree in which our interference with the Vizier, in favour of persons of that 
class, can properly be exercised ; andas the view which the Governor-General ir 
Council bas taken of it differs materially (although with much reluctance on the 
part of his Lordship in Council) from yours, I have been directed to enter at 
some length into a consideration of the whole transaction. 


11, The Governor-General in Council is unable to consider Hyder Bukhsh in 
the light of a British subject, on the ground merely of his having been born and 
possessing landed property in the Ceded Provinces, since the circumstances of 
his ari. been from his infancy resident within the dominiens of the Vizier, and 
employed from an early period of his life in the service of the Government of 
Oude, combined with the relation in which he stood towards Almass, himself a 
servant of that State, must, in the judgment of his Lordship in Council, be con- 
sideted to supersede any claim to the personal privileges and rights of a sulyect 
of the Company, which perhaps he might otherwise; but still doubtfully, derive 
from the possession of lands in a province now belonging to the Company, but 
formerly to the Vizier, and ceded by the latter, at a period long subsequent te 
ret thee of Hyder Bukhsh’s connection with Almass and the Government of 

ude. 


12. Along course of events and transactions, affecting mutually the interests 
of the two States, in which a principal part was borne by Almass Alee Khan, had 
established a sort of relation between the British Government and that person, so 
much more intimate than generally subsists between the‘supreme authority of one 
State.and the subject and officer of another, as-to afford him a strong claim to 
our countenance and support, in case he should: be exposed to unjust and cruel 
treatment by his immediate masters; but it was never maintained, that his. par- 
tial dependence on the British, Government derogated from the authority of the 
ier over his’ subject. After the death of Almass, the Governor-General in 


Council felt, disposed to afford, to a certain extent, similar countenatice and favour 


to his family and ‘dependants, and you were’ accordingly authorized, by the 
}.istructions 
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instructions of the 10th of October 1808, above referred to, to interpose in their 
behalf, by employ ug the language of representation and. remonstrance, in- order 
to divert the Vizier from any measures of harshness and injustice which be might 
meditate against them. The whole spirit and tenor of thoge instructions (and, 
as applicabie to any supposed designs to deprive the persons in question of their 
property, the express letter of them) demonstrate the objectiqn of the Govern 
ment to the adoption of measures of a more decided character, apy right, to 
employ which is disclaimed as inconsistent with the acknowledged. prerogatives 


of the Vizier, and the provisions of treaty. 


13. As connected with the-personal claim of Hyder Bukhsh to our support, it 
is proper in this place to observe, that the Governor-General in Council does ‘not 
consider the grant of a passport under the signature of the Governor-Genérat to 
form a valid ground for insisting on bis being allowed to depart from' Lucknow, 
nor does the grant of that paper place him in the condition of a.peraon cajaying 
the.protection of the British Government, at least in the manner in which you 
have considered it. In fact, the Governor-General’s passport can only become of 
authoritative force on the entrance of the person holding it, being the subject of 
another State, within the Honourable Company’s territories, 


_ 14. By the stipulations of the treaty of 1801, explained and confirmed by the 
result of the subsequent negotiations between the Marquess Wellesley and the 
Vizier at Lucknow, the British Government is empowered to offer its advice to 
the Vizier on all matters connected with the affairs of his Excellency’s Govern- 
ment, and the Vizier is bound to act in conformity to the advice of the Govern- 
ment; but this reciprocal obligation must be interpreted by the general spirit 
and objects of the alliance, and cannot be made the ground of indiscriminate 
interference om our part in questions between the Vizer and his subjects. It is, 
indeed, desirable on many grounds of practical expeciency, as well as because it 
is consonant tc the general spirit of the treaty, that we should abstain from 
imterposing in cases of inferior importance, as, the frequent occurrence of such 
interposition would be apt, by exciting irritation and discontent, to incisposc the 
Vizier to listen to our remonstrances in, affairs of greater magnitude, for which 
the weight of our authority cught to be reserved. On all these grounds, the 
Governor-General in Council would have wished that you had not taken up the 
cause of Hyder Bukhsh so warmly, as your just and natural feeling of compas- 
sion for the hardship of his situation, combined with your conviction of his claim 
to the protection of the British Government, prompted you todo. 


15. It cannot be denied, that the character of the Vizicr’s conduct towards 
Hyder Bukhsh partakes largely of that capricious and tyrannical exercise of his 
power, which has unfortunately become habitual to his Excellency, and whieh 
appears to afford him peculiar gratification when it is directed against. any person 
who either is, or is reputed to be, an object of the consideration and segard ot 
the British Government. 48 


16. His Lordship in Council fully appreciates the delicacy of your situation, 
and the difficulty which you must experience in cases in which the limits of inter- 
ference and forbearance are so inaccurately defined; in avoiding the opposite 
evils of trenching upon the independent authority of the Vizier on the one hand, 
and withholding the support of your representative situation from persons looking 
up to the British Government for protection, on the other. The repeated testi- 
monies which you have received from the Governor-General in Council, of his 
Lordship’s approbation of your conduct in the discharge of the arduous dutiés of 
your station, will satisfy your mind that, in forming a judgment of the course 
which you were called on to pursue in the present -aftair different ‘from your 
own, the Governor-Gencral in Council has given the most unqualified, credit to 
the motives of public zeal and of warm and generous feeling which governed 
your conduct. , a ee ne 


17. The part of your proceedings relative to Hyder Bukhsh which proved, least 
satisfactory to Government, was the menace which you held out to the Vizier’ 
affording to Hyder Bukhsh: the protection of an escort of sepoys, to enable him 
to quit the city of Lucknow and bis Excellency’s dominions. This was the more 
to be regretted, as it might have placed the Governor-General in‘ Couhcil in the 

at | ‘* : a -embarrissing 


oo 
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eabarrassing diletnma either of withholding his suppdrt to the proceedings of an 


officer high in rank, and in the confidence and esteem of the Government, or of 
enforcing an act which his judgment could not approve. Fortunately the diffi- 
culty is removed, and the question closed, by the departure of Hyder. Bukhsh 
from the city; and all that remains is to express the satisfaction of Government 
at this termination of the affair, and to intimate to the Vizier that, although 
Hyder Bukhsh has left his dominions, he will still be liable to be called on to 
answer any charge or demand which his Excellency may produce against him. 
You will accordingly take an opportunity of signifying this to the Vizier, at.such 
time and in such manner as you may judge most likely to impress him with a 
sense of our desire to do impartial justice between his Excellency and an 
alleged defaulter. 


18. I am directed to observe, that the details of your conferences with the 
Vizier, at which his Excellency consented to permit Hyder Bukhsh to depart, 
are not before Government, and that the fact of his departure is only known 
by the incidental mention of it in your letter to the Vizier, of which a trans- 
lation accompanied your despatch. 


19. The Governor-General in Council is satisficd that the Vizier entertains 
no intention whatever of putting his plan of travelling in execution. His 
design in bringing it forward is evidently that stated in a preceding part of this 
letter, namely, to induce Government to remit its endeavours to obtain his 
compliance with its requisitions, by leading it to apprehend that he really will 
put in force his pian of leaving his dominions if he is pressed on any unpleasant 
subject of negotiation. His expectations of success have probably been en- 
couraged by the great desire which has on former occasions been evinced, to 
prevail on him to abandon his intention. It is highly desirable, however, that 
he should:be made to understand that Government views it as a matter of indif- 
ferenee; and the Governor-General, therefore, purposes to express the readi- 
ness of th® British Government to afford every facility to the accomplishment 
of his Excellency’s wishes, requiring no other condition than that he shall 
make a ‘suitable arrangement for the administration of his Government during 
‘his absence. | 


20. The only arrangement for that purpose which would be satisfactory to 
the Governor-General in Council, or which could be sanctioned, is that pointed 
out in the instructions addressed to the late Colonel Scott, under date the 11th 
November 1802, and which will of course be found among the records of the 
Residency, viz., ‘the appointment of a regent, who shall be bound by a 
‘* specific engagement to regulate ail his official proceedings by the advice and 
recommendation of the British Government, and to adopt all such measures 
‘“* as may ‘be suggested by the Resident, under the authority of that Govern- 
** ment, for the prosperity of the country,” &c. &c.; in other words, to place 
the administration virtually in the hands of the British Government. If his 
‘Excellency were to consent to such an arrangement, his departure, though 
certainly an undesirable event even then, would be the less to be regretted, 
from the opportunity which it would afford of introducing an improved system 
of administration into his dominions, You will observe, that the condition 
formerly annexed to our consent to the Vizier’s undertaking the proposed jour- 
ney, viz. that he should previously carry into effect the proposed reform, will 
not he insisted on; but it will be proper to intimate to the Vizier, that his 
departure will not cause any relaxation of the endeavours of this Government 

40 accomplish this important object. | 


21. It is unnecessary, however, in the present stage of the business, to expa- 
tiate.on this subject. If, contrary to all reasonable expectation, his Excellency 
Should continue to express a desire to.travel, the Governor-General iu Council 
-will be prepared to take up the whole question. _ 


22. Recurring to the complaint against you contained in the Vizier’s letter, 
.the Governor-General in Council remarks, that it is superfluous to ‘state his 
-Unabated confidence in your zealous, able, and judicious performance of the 
arduous duties of your office. His Lordship in Council is satisfied that the 
a 4U ‘calumnious 
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calumnious ee against you are to be ascribed to the displeasure excited.ia 
the mind of the Vizier, by your zealous and persevering endeavours to.mitigate 
the rapacious and oppressive system of his Excellency’s Government,.and:te 
ag on him to regulate it by the principles of justice, moderation, and good 
aith. | oes 

23, Such further observations as may occur to his Lordship in Council, will 
be stated to you when his Lordship’s proposed letter to the Vizier is transmit- 
ted. It does not seem advisable that you should make any communication to 
the Vizier previously to the delivery of the letter ; but it is left to your discre- 
tion to apprize his Excellency of your expectation of the early receipt. of a 
reply to the letter which his Excellency addressed to the Governor-General, if 
you should deem such previous notice to be expedient. | | : 


I have, &c. 


Fort William, (Signed) J. Apam, 
22d January 1813. Secretary to Government. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 29th January 1813. 


To John Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government, in the Secret and Political 
Department. 
Sir: 

1. I have the honour of transmitting to you, for the information of 
the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, the enclosed copy 
and translation of a letter which I have received from his Excellency the 
Vizier, in reply to my communication to his Excellency of the substance of 
the orders of the Government, conveyed by the Chief Secretary’s despatches 
of the 8th of May and 23d of October last, having reference to the method 
proposed of employing detachments of the British troops stationed in this 
country for the apprehension of banditti infesting the Honourable Company’s 
territory and finding refuge in the Vizier’s. | 


2, The transmission of this letter by his Excellency would appear to have 
been hastened by a communication which I deemed it to be my duty to make 
to him, in consequence of a letter received from the Judge and Magistrate of 
Elahabad, a copy of which, and a translation of my letter to his Excellency on 
the subject of it, are submitted for the notice of the Government. His Ex- 
cellency’s answer to that letter, a translation of which is enclosed, was con- 
ceived in a style which induced me to suspend the orders that [ had ‘issued to 
the commanding officer at Sooltanpore for the seizure of Surnam Sing and his 
associates, and gave me every reason to expect the immediate accomplishment 
of this object through the exertions of his Excellency’s Aumil. 


3. My disappointment in this hope has been aggravated in a peculiar degree 
by the tenor of his Excellency’s reply to my communication of the orders of 
the Government, in which his Lordship in Council will observe a continued 
disposition to oppose the just and necessary arrangement suggested for his 
Excellency’s acquiescence, under the flimsy disguise of a declared ‘solicitude, 
combined with an ineffectual proposition, for the accomplishment of the object 
in view, by means that have been already repeatedly tried and uniformly found 
to be unavailing. 


4. The attendance of the Vizier’s Aumils, or of any of his Excellency's 
officers, on the commanding officers of detachments of British troops employe: 
in the pursuit of delinquents or fugitives from the British dominions, nay eye! 
the previous knowledge by his Excellency’s officers of the movement of a Bri- 
tish detachment for such a purpose, has been proved, by the uniform expe- 
rience of ten years, to be the certain cause of failure and disappointment, m 
every instance that has occurred; and the imposition of this provision on & 
consent which could not be withheld, to the occasional employment of our 
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troops for the séizere’ of ‘our. rebelliotts ray, ay, in his Excel- 
lency’s territory, would appear to have no other motive than the defeat of the 
abject in-view, a a es 

5. His Excellency’s resistance or objection to the measure which is now 
proposed, as founded on the declaration of Lord Cornwallis, seems to me to be 
totally misplaced, since the proposition from which his Lordship receded was 
of a nature totally different from that which is here discussed; and, at all 
events, his‘Excellency had before him, in the substance of the Chief Secretary's 
despatch under date the 8th of May last, an exposition so clear and satisfactorv 
of the grounds on which Lord Cornwallis’s admission, or rather concession. 
should now be modified or withdrawn, that his Excellency’s recourse to it on 
this occasion may be justly thought a matter of surprise. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. Batture, 
15th January 1813. Resident. 


‘Gpesarer rea 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 9th January 1813.) 


Your letter of the 18th December, with translation of a Jetter from the 
Secretary to the Government, and translation of former orders which were 
issued to you, soliciting an answer to your letter to the Presence submitted 
on the 17th of Ramzaun (25th September), has been. perused. 


The case is this: The proposal of establishing a military post on the frontier 
of Pertaubghur, in the dominions of the Presence, for the purpose of appre- 
hending, dispersing, and extirpating marauders, decoits, and plunderers, has 
been already agreed to, in the shookha of the 11th of Ramzaun (19th Septem- 


ber); and it was also written, that this arrangement would be beneficial to both 
Governments. | | 


On the other hand, the apprehension or punishment of Aman Sing and 
others, regarding which orders were issued to you from the Presence, has not 
yet by chance been carried into execution. But let the past be considered as 
past, for it is not the wish of the Presence to enter into controversy or alter- 
cation, and it was merely for the sake of information that the mention of some 
plan for the apprehension of fugitives from the dominions of the Presence was 
conveyed in the above shookha, and it is impossible that the Presence should 
ever have neglected the means of seizing fugitives, rebels, or plunderers, 
belonging to the British Government. - With regard to the apprehension of 
the rebel Budjha Sing, proclamations have been issued by the Presence, and 
maoechulkas (penal bonds) taken from the Zemindars, agreeably to your sugges- 
tions, without the least delay or neglect. .A detachment of British troops was 
also employed for the seizure of the said rebel. The Zemindars who were 
stated by you to be the partizans and abettors of Budjha Sing, have been appre- 
hended and are still in confinement; therefore the fact of the rebels not being 


seized can on no principle be ascribed to a want of exertion or inclination on 
the part of the Presence. : : 


As the happiness and tranquillity of the subjects of both Governments, and 
the extirpation or seizure of plunderers, marauders, and decoits, to whatever 
country. they belong, have ever been, and are now, the sincere desire of the 
Presence; .and, as it is further the wish of the Presence to satisfy to the utmost 
extent the Right Honourable the Governor-General, on whose favour and.aid 
the establishment of the full. power and authority of the Presence rests; for 
this cause only the cantonment of a British detachment on the frontier has 
been agreed to by the Presence: and, if it be necessary to have some horse- 
men to act in conjunction with the infantry, portions of the cavalry stationed 
at Pertaybghur may also be employed for that purpose. Nay, further, as the 


destruction or apprehension of rebels and plunderers is the sincere desire of 


the Presence, the measure now proposed for this purpose is agreed to by the 
Presence in the following manner. 


ee] ew | 


Bengal Polftleaf 
Consultations, 
29 Jan. 1813. 


; Letter 
from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Letter . 
from the Vizier. 


Bengal Political 
Consuitations, 
28 Jan. 1818. 
Letter 
from the Vizier. 


Enclosure. 
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That whenever the abode of any plunderer or decoit is ascertained to be in 
a village in the dominions of the Presence, and you may wish to detach a force 
to apprehend him, you shall first apply for the permission of the Presence to 
that effect, and then orders shall be immediately issued from the Presence to 
the Aumil to attend the commanding officer of the detachment and obey his 
orders in the execution of this service. Or, if you entertain a auspicion that 
the Aumil, through connivance with the plunderers, is likely to acquaint them 
of the movement of the troops, and enable them to escape; in this case an 
order to the Aumil shall be issued merely to the following effect, vig. “ ‘That an 
‘* English officer with a detachment is proceeding in.such a direction, for the 
** accomplishment of a certain object, and that he or his Naib must accompany 
** that officer and obey all his commands.” Again : if it be wished, with .a view 
to the apprehension of a particular offender, that the detachment employed on this 
service shall continue constantly in the pursuit, and never relinquish it until the 
service be accomplished, in this case, on your representing the cireumstance 
to the Presence, permission for the employment of the detachment shall at 
once be given by the Presence, in such terms as that, until the object in view 
be accomplished, there shall be no occasion to ask permission from the Presence 
asecond time. But the Aumil or his Naib shall continue in attendance on the 
commanding officer so long as the detachment may be employed; and, in con- 
sideration of the friendship subsisting between the two States, the commanding 
officer of the English detachment must protect the subjects of the Presence 
against injury to their cultivated fields, by marching over them in the same 
manner as is praetised in the Company’s provinces. If it be proved to you that 
any of the subjects or Zemindars of the Presence afford assistance or protection 
to rebels or marauders, and you represent this to the Presence, the offending 
person shall be seized and punished, or expelled, and his zemindary shall be 
sold by auction. 


On an occasion, many years ago, when the Marquess Wellesley proposed 
that the British troops should enter the dominions of the Presence, in pursuit 
of rebels and fugitives from the British territory, and carry them away, and 
that in like manner the troops of the Presence might enter the British terri- 
tories in pursuit of defaulters and others, to apprehend them; this proposal 
was rejected by the Presence, and shortly after this Colonel Collins submitted 
a representation to the Presence by order of the Governor-General, Marquess 
Cornwallis, an extract from which is transmitted for your perusal. Now that 
measures have been sanctioned for the seizure of delinquents and fugitives 
from the British territory, in the manner above explained, do you inform the 
Presence, through friendship, of the measures proposed to be adopted for the 
seizure of fagitives from this country, since the due arrangement of the affairs 
of the Presence is a necessary duty on your part. 





Extract (above alluded to) from a Letter from the Secretary to Government 
addressed to Colonel Collins, dated the 12th August 1805. 


“ You will accordingly take an early opportunity of signifying to the Vizier 
that the British Government suggested that arrangement to his Excellency’s 
“ consideration, under a conviction that the benefit of its adoption would be 
* experienced by his Excellency’s Government, as well as by the Government 
‘* of the Company’s contiguous territories, and that it was not calculated to 
“ trench, in the slightest degree, upon his Excellency’s rights and independence. 
“ That the British Government fully. admits his Excellency’s right to withhold 
‘his concurrence in the proposed arrangement, and that it is not the intention 
“of the Governor-General to urge his Excellency’s concurrence against his 
‘* decided aversion to the adoption of that arrangement.” 


A true translation : 


Signed J. BAYruiie, 
eae Resident. 
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ae To Major John Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. a 
AT | — : ~ 
1. I have the honour to acquaint you that I have received information’ that 
Surnam Sing, one of the banditti who has infested this district, is traced, with 
about thirty followers, to the village of Bubia on the right bank of the Goomtee, 
ahout three coss above Sooltanpore, Oude; and that the Talookadar of this village 
(Bukhtawar Sing, of the Rajkoomar caste) is related to Kishen Sing (another 
of the same banditti) by marriage, who therefore harbours and protects these 

offenders, 89 : | ae 
- -@.-T beg to suggest to you, that you adopt measures with a view to furnidf me 
with: authority to. apply to the commanding officer at Sooltanpore to proceed fo 
the apprehension of any of the banditti whom I-may. send people to point out’; 
tthe present moment, whilst: Lientenant Ellison's detachntent is out, appearing ‘to 


me the most favourable for our best and united efforts to extirpate this horde of 
depredators. | 


n ‘ ‘ 


T have, &c. . 
Zilla Elahabad, (Signed) TT. Fortxscusz, 
3ist December 1812. Magistrate. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 5th January 1813.) 


I have the honour of submitting to your Excellency a translation of a letter 
received from Mr. Fortescue, Judge and Magistrate of Elahabad. The spirit and 
tenor of the orders of Government to me, which were recently communicated 
to your Excellency, both verbally and in writing, cannot have escaped your 
recollection. In pursuance of the orders referred to, as it is established by Mr. 
Fortescue’s letter that the marauder, Surnam Sing, and his associates are now 
concealed in the village of Buhia, in the zemindary of Bukhtawar Sing, where 
they are protected by. that Zemindar, if your Excellency conceive that your 
orders to the Aumil of Sooltanpore will produce the apprehension of the ma- 
rauder, or his detention in the village abovementioned till the British troops can 
atrive‘to apprehend him, I suggest that those orders be issued, in order that, if 
possible, the accomplishment of this important object be effected through the 
exertions of your officers, for the satisfaction and gratification of our Govern- 
ment. But, with a view to greater precaution, [ shall instruct the commanding 


officer at Sooltanpore to cletach a part of his force for the seizure of the marauder 
in question. | : : : 


I further propose to your Excellency, in complianee with the desire of the 
Magistrate, that'a general order be issued to Colonel Kyan, to apprehend such 
other fugitives from the Honourable Company’s territory as the Magistrate's. 
spies may point out. 





From His Excelfency the Vizier. (Received the 6th January 181 3.J = 


| Your letter submitted qesterday, with a translation of Mr. Fortescue’s letter, 
stating ‘‘ the abode of Surnam Sing in the village of Buhia,” &c., (to the end) 
has been perused. | | | 


_ The apprehension of those marauders. is desired by the Presence, and a plan 
for this purpose, which has been devised, shall be written to you the day after: to- 


morrow. -You are, therefore, required to suspend issuing any orders to. the com- 


are officer, until the plan and manner of apprehending those marauders be 
adjusted. : ai 

When ‘the manner is adjusted you may write... 2% 
_ From the same, of the same date. 


“Your letter, stating that you had suspended your instructions ‘to. the com- 
manding officer of the troops at Sooltanpore, &c. has been. perused. 


4X Immediatcly 


Bengal Politicat 
Consultations, 
29 Jan. 1818. 


aA 


Letter 


from Magistrate. of 
Elahabad. 


Letter 
from Resident at 
Hyderabad. 


Letter 
from the Vizier. 


Letter 
from the Visier.. 


Rengal Political 
Consultations, 
€9 Jan. 1813. 


Letter 
from Secretary to 
Government. 
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Immediately on the perusal of your letter, the most positive orders were issued 
_ the Presence to the Aumil of Soojtanpore for the ‘apprehension of Surnam 
ing. | 
A true translation : ee 
(Signed) J. Batxeiez, 
Resident. 


eS EG RL ae Sl] 


. To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. ° 
in: | 

1: I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 15th 
January, with the several documents stated to be enclosed in. it, and to commu- 
nicate to you the following resolutions, which the unaccommodating conduct of 
the Vizier on the subject to which your dispatch relates, has compelled the Gover- 
nor-General in Council to adopt. 


2. The conditions which the Vizier has thought proper to annex to his consent 
to the employment of the British troops stationed within his territories for the 
apprehension of banditti infesting the Honourable Company’s adjoining provinces 
and finding refuge in the Vizier's country, demonstrate either the absence of any 
cordial desire on his Excellency’s part to co-operate with the Company in re- 
pressing so great an evil, and depriving the offenders of the shelter and support 
they now find in his territories, or some unwarranted and offensive suspicion and 
jealousy respecting the object this Government may have in view in the proposed 
plan, the nature and grounds of which his Excellency should be called upon to 
avow distinctly, and to substantiate, if be can, by some satisfactory proof. 


S$. The almost invariable failure of every attempt to secure offenders in 
which his Excellency’s officers have had any share, leaves no room to hope that 
they will be more successful in future ; and his Lordship in Council is concerned 
to declare, that he can ascribe his Excellency’s conduct in insisting on a mode 
of proceeding, of the inefficacy of which experience has afforded the strongest 
proof, to no motive consistent with friendship or sincerity. — 


4. Under a deliberate conviction of the truth of this proposition, it has now 
become the duty of the British Government, after one more attempt-to obtain 
his Excellency’s co-operation, to resort to the only means which remain to secure 
the territory and subjects of the Honourable Company from the evils to which 
they are exposed, by the weakness, treachery, and corruption of the Vizier’s 
officers, namely, by the employment of the troops stationed within his Excel- 
Jency’s dominions, as often as occasions for employing them on this species of 
service may arise, without reference to his Excellency’s authority. : 


5. His Lordship in Council has accordingly resolved to authorize the officers 
commanding posts and detachments within the territory of Oude, on the 
receipt of an application, either from you or from the Magistrates of the 
neighbouring districts, accompanied by certain information of the hiding places 
of public offenders, to detach the troops under their command for the appre- 
hension of the persons so pointed out, without any communication with the 
officers of the local government. 


6. It is judged proper to limit this authority to cases in which the information 
is precise and authentic, as any such movements of the troops on uncertain 
grounds, would afford some countenance to those objections to the measure of 
employing them on the service in question, which are now so entirely destitute 
of force or plausibility. 


7. With this limitation, then, you are desired to furnish the commanding 
officers with authority and instructions to the foregoing effect, transmitting 8 
copy of your instructions for the information of Government, and to make 
the necessary communications to the Magistrates of the adjacent districts In 
the Company’s territory. 


8. As it would on all accounts, however, be desirable that the measures 
now determined on should be taken in concert with the Vizier, it will be 
proper for you, ‘previously to issuing the instructions in question, to — 

his 
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his Excellency of the substance of the. present orders, and make another . 


attempt-to obtain his assent to the arrangement, and his cordial co-operation in 
‘carrying it into effect. It may be proper, on this occasion, to recall to his 
attention the representations which you conveyed to him under the instructions 
of the 8th May and 23d of October, pointing out to him that the measure now 
taken falls far short of the exercise of our unquestionable rights, which would 
entitle us-not only to employ the force within the country for the apprehension 
of robbers and murderers, but under the many ineffectual applications to his 
Excellency for the same purpose, to march the troops across the frontier in 
order to effect that object. Our preference of the former measure may be 
instanced as a strony proof of the moderation of the British Government, and 
its desire to accomplish this just and legitimate object by the means least repug- 
nant to his Excellency’s feelings. ~— 

9. You will again press upon him the explanation of Lord Cornwallis’s decla- 
ration, contained in Mr. Edmonstone’s despatch of the 8th of May, exposing 
the futility. of -his attempt to pervert it into an entire abandonment of our 
right to correct those evils for which no remedy can be obtained from his 
Excellency’s own Government. oe a 

10. It will not be inappropriate to the present purpose, to exhibit the con- 
trast between his Excellency’s conduct and that of the States in alliance or 
friendship with the British Government. The enclosed extract from a despatch 
from the Resident at Hyderabad will enable you to explain the cordial and 
effectual co-operation afforded by the Government of his Highness the Nizam, 
for the purpose of seizing or destroying marauders who plunder the Company’s 
territories and find refuge in those of the Nizam. 


11. The recent proceedings of Scindiah’s Government, and the exertions of the 
Maharajah, between whom and the British Government no other relation than 
that of peace and friendship subsists, in effecting the apprehension of the ban- 
ditti who attacked Mr.. Halhed in Sindouse, have probably come to your know- 
ledge, and will afford another, and even stronger ground of representation to 
the Vizier, whose much more intimate connection and intercourse with the 
British Government would naturally have led to the expectation. of a very 
different result of any comparison between his conduct and that of other princes, 
in instances so nearly affecting the interests of the British Government. 


12. The enclosed extracts from the recent correspondence on this subject 
with the Resident at the court of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, will enable you to state 
the transaction in a clear and authentic manner. 


18. His Lordship in Council hopes that, by a solemn representation to the 
foregoing effect, accompanied by a communication of the positive resolution of 
the Governor-General in Council, as notified in this dispatch, you may succeed 
in your endeavours to prevail on the Vizier to withdraw his opposition to the 
arrangement above adverted to; and in that case, the frst orders, both to 
the British officers and to his Excellency’s Aumils and others, will be issued in 


concert ‘with his Excellency. .If unhappily, however, his Excellency shall: 


continue to refuse or evade a compliance, you will proceed without further 
delay to carry into effect the instructions contained in the fifth paragraph of 


this letter. 
I have, &c. 
Fort- William, (Signed) J. Anam, 
29th January 1813. Secretary to Government. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The \1th February 1813. 


To John Adam, Esq., Secretary .to Government, in the Secret and Political 
. Department. 
ir: 


1. In continuation of the subject of my despatch under date the 15th ultimo, 
I have the honour of transmitting to you, for the further infprmation of the 
Government, the enclosed copies and translations of three letters which have 


more recently passed on that subject between his Excellency the Vizier and her 
. Io 


Letter 
from Secretary to 
Governnient. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
11 Feb. 1813. 

Letter 
from Resident at 
Lucknow. 
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11 Feb. 188. | 


Letter 
from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


2. In the event of my receiving an unfavourable :answer ‘from his: Bitellency 
to. my letter of the 30th ultimo, I solicit the favour.of -your. informing mé, 
whetber or not it be the pleasure of the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General in Council, that the instructions suggested by the Judge and Magis-- 
trate of Elahabad, in the second paragraph of his jetter of the Sist of 
cember, to my address, be-issued to the commanding officer of ‘the troops at 
Sooltanpore, without further reference to the Vizier, ‘as ‘prescribed by’ the Chief 
Secretary's despatch of the 23d October last. ai ce ee 

| | | Ihave, &c. 4 - 
Lucknow, | (Signed) J. Baruxiz, 
Qd February 1813. | _ Resident. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 15th January 1813.) 


I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter of the 9th instant, 
in answer to mine of the 18th ultimo, | 


As the whole of the contents of this letter are in direct opposition to the 
arrangement proposed by the Right Honourable the Governor-General, as ex- 
plained in my letter of the 12th of September last (4th Ramzaun 1227), and to 
the orders of Government received by me, and submitted to your Excellency ‘in 
my letter of the 19th ultimo; and as it is the decided opinion of the Govern- 
ment, as well as my own, proceeding on the experience of a period of ten years, 
that the co-operation of your Excellency’s Aumils with the commanding officers 
of British troops employed in the pursuit of delinquents or fugitives from our 
dominions, nay, even the previous knowledge by your Excellency’s Aumils of 
the movement of a British detachment for such a purpose, must’ prove the cer- 
tain cause of failure and disappointment in the accomplishment of the object in 
view ; in addition to which it should be remembered, that the proposal now 
offered for your Excellency’s acquiescence has been induced not merely by the 
negligence of your Excellency’s officers, or their connivance with the delin- 
quents in question, but by the apparent and established mefficacy of all: the 
measures which your Excellency has hitherto adopted for the apprehension of 
those marauders, in other words, by your Excellency’s disinclination or inability 
to redress the injuries of which we have so long and so justly complained, and 
which the experience of ten years has proved to be unsusceptibie of redress, 
by any other means than those now suggested for your acquiescence: under all 
these circumstances, it is, of course, with the deepest concern that I feel myself 
called upon to report to the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Coun- 
cil, your Excellency's ultimate rejection of the just and unobjectionable arran 
ment which his Lordship in Council proposed, and to submit for his Lordship’s 
perusal, in the correspondence that has recently passed, the apparently frivolous 
gtounds on which your Excellency’s rejection has procecded. | 


I request that your Excellency will inform me whether or not the Aumil of 
Sooltanpore has obeyed your Excellency's orders for the seizure of the nvarauder, 
Surnam Sing; ‘and if not, I again submit to your Excelleney:the propriety of 
your sanctioning my orders to the commanding officer of the troops at Sooltan- 
pore, in the terms which were formerly suggested. 


The original nature and tendency of the late Governor-General, Marquess 
Cornwallis’s, concession to your Excellency, .as conveyed in his orders to Colo- 
nel Collins, and the just and obvious grounds‘on which that concession should 
now be modified or altered, have been already fully explained to you in the 
abstract of the orders of Government under date the 8th May last, which I 
submitted to your Excellency in writing, at our conference of the 19th ultimo. 
Cc A true copy: by 3 4 
| igned) J. Barvyte, 
, e ais Resident, 
naa 
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Fropr lle Excelleney the Vizier. - (Received the 3d. January 1813.) "Benga Petia 
‘Your lettet, subititted on the 15th instant, in answer to thé shookha of the 14 Feb. 18/8 
‘Presence dated the Oth, stating that “‘ the whole of the contents of the shookha re 


* -wete in direct opposition to the measures proposed by the Right Honourable 2 
“ the Governor-General,” &c. has been ca 9 ed ght Honourable from the Visir. 


The case is this: what has been written from the Presence is in conformit 
with the terms of the treaty. The sole wish of the Presence is to retain full 

wer and authority in my own country; and the seizure of fugitives and 
marauders, which is the sincere desire of the Presence, may be accomplished in 
the mannér which the Presence has pointed out. 


Tn answer to what lias been submitted by you, that “ the suggestion of the 
“€ measures proposed as been induced, not merely by the neglect and inatten- 
‘* tion of my officers in the seizure of delinquents, but by the apparent ineffi- 
** cacy of the means adopted hitherto for that purpose by the Presence,” &c. 


The case is: That in the event of the British troops being employed on this 
‘service, with the consent of the Presence, neglect and inattention on the part of 
the Aumils can no longer be an obstacle to success. And witha reference to the 
case of Surnam Sing, the arzee of Gholaum Hoosein, Aumil of Sooltanpore, in 
answer to a shookha from the Presence, has already been sent for your in- 
formation. 


In reply to your request of being informed of the seutiments of the Presence, 
regarding your issuing orders to the commanding officer of the troops at Sool- 
tanpore, in the terms suggested by the Magistrate of Elahabad; my wish on 
this subject is still the same, which has already been made known to you. 


And with a reference to what you have stated ‘‘ respecting the orders issued by 
“ the late Governos-General, Marquess Cornwallis, to Colonel Collins,” &c. 
As many important affairs are conducted agreeably to the treaty, and the Pre- 
sence has confidence in its tenor and contents, which might be shaken in other 
instances, also, by a departure from it on the present occasion, therefore it is 
better to adhere to it. But the Presence is adverse to long discussions, which 
are highly disagreeable ; and therefore, if, through your friendship, this matter 
can be settled in the way the Presence wishes, it is well. | 


A true translation : 
(Signed) J. Batxrre, 


Resident. 
‘os _ . Letter 
To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written 30th January 1813.) nee pte ere 
Lucknow. 


I have the honour of submitting to your Excellency a translation of a letter 
cece? have received from Mr. Fortescue, the Judge and Magistrate of 
abad. 


The failure of the apprehension of Surnam Sing and his associates, in ¢onse- 
quence of the suspension, at your Excellency’s request, of the orders which I 
had issued in the first instance to Colonel Kyan, and the improbability, or - 
rather the impossibility of the seizure of the above offender, or any other, save 
by the means which our Government has suggested, must now be as apparent 
to your Excellency as they have been made manifest to me by the experience of 
several years; while, on the other hand, your Excellency’s apprehebsion of a 
loss of power or authority, by your acquiescence in the proposal of the Govern-. 
ment, detailed in its orders to me, of which your Excellency has been furnished 
with a copy, must appear, on mature consideration, to your Excellency, as well 
as tome, to be totally imaginary and groundless. 


To. my judgment there is mot a single remark, far less an argument, in 
your Excellency’s letter on this subject of the 23d instant that could require 
consideration or reply. + : 

With a reference to what your Excellency has written, that “ your proposal 


“ is agreeable to treaty :”” there is surely no provision in the treaty, hor in the 
4Y orders 


~ * 


weet 
-Consultations, 
‘A: Feb. ‘3818. 


i tas 
from Hesident.at 
Lucknow. 


Letter | 
from Magistrate at 
Elahabad. 


4 
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orders issued by Lord Cornwallis, which can possibly militate against the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council’s recent proposal to your Excel- 
lency for the employment of British troops, already stationed. within your territory, 
in the only manner that can render their services effectual for the apprehension 
orsuppression of marauders. 


Nay, on the contrary, Lord Cornwallis’s instructions to the Resident at your 
Excellency’s Court, under which he desisted from urging you on the point’ of 
the pursuit of marauders by our troops from the ceded territory, proceeded on 
the obvious supposition, and indeed on the express provision, that our troops in 
your Excellency’s dominions should perform the service effectually, and should 
accomplish the object in view; and, under these circumstances, it is obvious 
that your Excellency’s continued objection to the only practicable means of the 
accomplishment of the object in view, may be very fairly ascribed to a desire 
for the protraction of those injuries which our Government has so justly com- 
plained of, and called upon your Excellency to remove. 


The whole of our former correspondence on this subject having been already 
submitted to the Government, whose final orders I have reason shortly to expect, 
I might have awaited the communication of those orders eve I addressed your 
Excellency again; yet, in the spirit of cordial friendship, and with a view to the 
preservation of harmony, 1 entreat your acquiescence once more in the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General’s proposal. 


A true copy: 
(Signed) J. Barrurg, 
Resident. 


EE 


To Major J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 18th, 
together with its enclosure in the Persian Language from his Excellency the 
Vizier, detailing the measures adopted under his orders for the apprehension of 
Surnam Siug, and regret to observe, that the plan followed was 1ll calculated to 


effect the object intended. 


2. It would scem obvious, that previous, open, and systematic preparations for 
proceeding to the village, without a guide or a person to point out Surnam Sing, 
who is always on his guard, afford but little prospect of success, whilst, on the 
other hand, the informers whom I had sent to Sooltanpore could have shewn 
the place of his residence to the troops deputed to seize him, and they would not 
have induced Colonel Kyan to move until they had accurately marked the spot 
of Surnam Sing’s concealment. _ 


3. I request you will induce his Excellency to sanction the renewal of the 
orders which you had given to Colonel Kyan of the 5th instant; and although 
the alarm given to Surnam Sing, by the late unsuccessful proceeding, may for 
the present defeat our efforts to secure him, yet I trust, by the active co-opera- 
tion of those immediately subject to our Government, we may hereafter obtain 
possession of his person, with others connected with him. At the same time, I 


_ cannot omit the present opportunity, of strongly recommending that, on every 
occasion, we endeavour to dispense with the proffered aid of his Excellency’s 


ofticers, which, although granted with every apparent feature of a sincerely good 
intention on his part, is seldom attended with that success which, under a dif- 
ferent system of Government, might be expected, and which, if left to ourselves, 
we may effect. 
IT have, &c. | 
Zillah Elahabad, (Signed) TT. Forrescue, 
23d January 1813. Magistrate. 
| a 


a? 
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oi,» - . <Fo Major J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknom - 
jo Sir t: ; o- 

1, Iam directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the. 2d instant, 
enclosing the continuation of your. correspondence with his Excellency the Vizier, 
on the subject of the, employment of the British troops stationed within his 
Excellencys dominions, in the apprehension of persons.committing offences in 
the Company’s territories and finding refuge in those of the Vizier. The instruc- 
tions conveyed to you-in my despatch of the 29th ultimo, will have apprized you 
of the deliberate sentiments and resolutions of the Governor-General in Council 
en that subject, and supersede the necessity of any further communication at the 
present time. | 

@. The spirit in which the further correspondence. now before his Lordship in 
Council is conducted, on the part of the Vizier, confirms the justice and necessity 
of the previously formed determination of his Lordship in Council. 

| Lhave, &c. 

Fort William, (Signed) J. ApaM, 
lith February 1813. Secretary to Government. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 26th February 1813. 


To John Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political 
Department. 
Sir: | 

1. The necessities and importunities of her Highness the younger Beguin, 
since her departure from this province towards Elahabad, have induced me to 
open a negotiation with his Excellency the Vizier fur the commutation of her 
jagier and provisions for a fixed annual stipend, under the instructions of 
Government contained in the Chief Secretary’s letter of the 11th of September 
Jast, sooner than [ originally intended, and without awaiting a communication of 
the sentiments of the Government regarding it, in a direct address to his Excellency 
the Vizier, or to the Beguin, from the Right Honourable the Governor-General. 


2. The-enclosed copies and translations of letters which have passed on the sub- 
ject between his Excellency and me, will shew the Right Honourable the Gover- 
nor-General in Council the actual state of the negotiation, and will evince to 
his Lordship in Council that there is scarcely a shadow of hope of persuading 
his Excellency the Vizier to do full justice to the Begum, or of inducing her 
Highness to accept the allowance which his Excellency has offered. 


3. A number of creditable witnesses might be called to establish the original 
amount of the allowance for the supply of her Highness’s table ; but bis Excel-. 
lency has distinctly expressed his resolution ro reject every evidence that may be 
offered, save authenticated written documents, which he knows cannot be pro- 
duced, and indeed were never extant on the subject: and, with regard to the 
revenue of the jagier, which appears to me to be established in the ordinary 
manner, by the attested statement of the hereditary revenue ofticers of the dis- 
trict, his Excellency’s refusal to admit that statement, and his wish for an inves- 
tigation exr-parte by a person of his own exclusive selection, would seem to me to. 
be unreasonable in the extreme. 


4. His anxiety to get possession of the jagier on any reasonable terms, as-the 
only practicable means of precluding future disputes, was acknowledged and: 
apparent, while the Begum’'s consent to relinquish it was a matter of doubt and 
apprehension: but no sooner had her Highness consented to a transfer, on just 


and reasonable terms, at my earnest entreaty, than his Excellency’s anxiety: was. 


at.an end ; and an alleged inaccuracy in her Highness’s statement of the revenue 
becawne a pretext for an unprecedented species of investigation, which has imani- 


festly for its object the reduction of her income to a sum inadequate to her 


support. ; : 

5. I suggested to his Excellency in vain, the deputation of Ameens on both 
parts, with a third to be selected by me, for the purpose of ascertaining the real 
revenue of the jagier, or its being offered publicly in farm, and his Excellency’s 
receiving it at the valuation ,whicha farmer mightundertake to pay with undoubted 
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stated a mean ratio. between her Highmess’s demand and his offer, which 
appeared to be reasonable for both parties, but which his Excellency has been 
pleased to reject in the most pésitive and resolute terms. — . 

6. Under all the circumstances deseribed, any furthet attempt upoa my part 


——— % to reconcile those personages to each other,.ot to indace his Exceltency the 


Letter 
from the Vizier. 


Vizier to do justice to her Highness the Begum, must of course be totally ona- 
‘vailing; and I am compelted to submit the question again for the consideration 
and final decision of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council. 

7. I shall use my best endeavours to dissuade her Highness the Begum from 
quitting Elahabad for the present ; although her disappointment in the hope of 
comfortable accommodation, and the uncommonly high price of provisions at that 
place, must render her residence there extremely irksome and inconvenient. 

Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baiiurz, 
12th January 1813. Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier, (Received the 19th December 1812.) 


With a reference to what you have stated regarding the provisions supplied to 
her Highness the Bhabee Begum, the case is this: 

An Extract from my letter of the 18th ultimo to your address is enclosed for 
your information ; and agreeably to my promise in that letter, the sum of Ru- 
pees 4,662 is sent to you on account of the Khassa, being the amount due from 
the 29th of Rumzaun to the 14th Zeehijj, at the rate of sixty-three Rupees per 
diem. 

With regard to her Highness’s jagier, I transmit for your information an 
account of the jumma of it. 

I have never heard, nor has any person ever represented to me, that confusion 
and disturbance have been excited in it by the Aumils of the Kh alsa. 

Extract from His Excellency the Visier’s Letter, dated the 18th November, 
referred to in the above. 

‘ With regatd to the future satisfaction of the Begum and the fulfilment of 
« ali her reasonable wishes and views, no fault shall be committed hereafter on 
‘© my part; and with a view to her immediate gratification, I agree to commute 
‘¢ the provisions which are cooked and supplied to her Highness by my officers, 
“ though it be contrary to the custom of my Government, for a certain allow- 
‘* ance in money, according to your desire.” | 

Estimate of the Jumma of the Jagier denominated Tuappah Dadree, for the 

Fusly Year 1220. 
_ Amount of jumma mal and sewaie, including the revenue of the village Beh- 
towlee, collected by the Begum’s officers, together with nuzzeranab, saeer, nankar, 
and exemptions to Zemindars....ccccccscorsossoscsecsvevehuspees 63,239 6 § 


Deduct : 
Nankar 0006008088680 0068 080800080886 HHS560R0H8HS88888 2,536 4 0 
Chowdrees’ fees PYYTITITITTLI LITT TLL TTT Ltt 656 0 O 
Exemptions to Zemindars seccosssssessssereere G16 8 O 
Pension to Hedayet Oolla Khan ...ecccccccoee 200 0 0 
Unrealized balances which are now annually 
remitted POCHCOHCEOTOTS DEORE ERED SOL EREL SOOO 4,094 8 6 ; 

8,403 8" 6 
54,835 13 9 
Commission on the amount of collections at ten per centum 5,483 9 6 
eeaetonaaencltinh spe 


Balance, Rupees 49,352 4 § 
anand 





True translations : 
(Signed) J. Basinrs, 
Resident. 


To 
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1 'To:His Excelleacy.the Vizier. (Waitten. the 93d Decenber 1812.) span Pokitéetil 
“The money which I received from your Excellency of account of the Khassa reacts 
ef her Highness the Begum Shums-oon- Nissa, namely, the sui of Rupees 4,062, en 

has been deposited -in the treasury, as already stated to your Excelienty, to Letter 


await the adjustment of the account. I now submit to-your Excellency what I see nail a 
deem to be just and proper, with a reference to the khassa and jagier of her 


The daily expenditure, as originally fixed in the time of the late Nawaub 
Asuf-ood Dowlah, for the supply of her Highness’s kitchen, amounted, as she 
herself was pleased to declare to me, to the sum of one hundred and twenty-five 
Rupees ; and this statement has been subsequently confirmed, in my belief, by 
the reports of her Highness’s officers aud others, who must have been acquainted 
with the circumstances of the case; in addition to which, it would appear from 
the statement of Tuhseen Alce Khan, supporting the Begum’s declaration, that 
on an occasion during the Residency of the late Colonel Scott, when the supply 
of ready-dressed provisions to her Highness was suspended, on some account, for 
atime, your Excellency sent to her Highness by the hands of Tuhscen Alee 
Khan at the requisition of Coloncl Scott, the sum of Rupees 3,400, on account, as 
Tuhseen declares, of twenty-cight days in the month of Rumzaun 1216. 


Itis highly probable, however, as your Excellency has remarked, that the 
actual expense of the khassa, in latter times, has been no more than sixty-three 
Rupees per diem: and this is consistent with the fact, that since the year of my 
arrival at Lucknow her Highness has constantly complained to me of the bad- 
ness and scantiness of her provisions. Nota month, nor scarcely a week, has 
clapsed, without complaints of this nature being brought to me; so that the 
persons appointed by your Excellency to supply provisions for the Begum must 
liave reduced and debascd the allowance and quality of the supplies, with the 
view of pleasing your Excellency by their economy, without regard to her High- 
ness’s comfort; and thus the original sum of one hundred and twenty-five Rupecs 
per diem has by degrees been reduced to sixty-three. But it is surely very 
apparent, that a reduction of this nature can never be pleaded in proof of the 
sum of sixty-three Rupees having been fixed originally as the allowance for her 
Highness’s supplies; and, consequently, that the amount of the original allow- 
ance is that of her Highness’s just claim. Nevertheless, as it is always my 
anxious desire to adjust matters in the easiest and most satisfactory manner, I 
submit for your Excellency’s consideration, that the sam of one hundred Rupees 
per diem be now fixed by your Excellency as the allowance for her Hightess’s 
provisions ; and I offer my mediation with her Highness to induce her acceptance 
of this sum. A smaller allowance than this I cannot, with any propriety, pre- 
sume to propose to her Highness. 


The amount of the revenue of the javicr will still remain to be adjusted ; and 
with this view I submit, for your Excellency's information, a triennial account of 
the jumma, under the seal of the Chowdree of the jagier, by which your Excel- 
lency will perceive that the gross revenue of the fusly year 1219 amounted to 
the sum of Rupees 62,623, exclusive of the rent of a village which is held by 
Tuhseen Alee Khan from her Highness rent free, and which will of course 
remain as heretofore. From the above amount, agreeably to the statement 
delivered in by the Begum’s Vakeel and the Chowdree, the sum of Kupees 5,045: 
is to be deducted for the annual expenses of collection, the particulars of which 
will appear to your Excellency on perusal of another statement which is enclosed. 
Thus, after deducting the expense of collection, the net jumma of the jagier 
for one year is Rupees 57,578 1. 


In the statement which was sent by your Excellency, a further deduction of 
Rupees 4,094 8 6 per annum is claimed under the head of unrealized balances, 
Which are said to be annually remitted. 

Itis surprising, your Excellency will admit, and unprecedented in my belicf, 
that in a district of so limited a revenue and extent, so large a deduction should 

Claimed under the head of irrecoverable balances, so as to constitute an annual 
loss; and, besides, I am perfectly satisfied, that if so great a deduction were 
Just, the Chowdree of the jagier would have noticed it. Nevertheless, if your 


’ 


4 Z Excellency 
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Excellency desire a more minute investigation of this matter, I shall require from 
the Aumil, and produce to your Excellency the kabooleats of all the Zemindars of 
the jagier for the present fusly year, to prove the amount of the assessment. Again, 
the expense of collection, which 1s stated in your Excellency’s estimate at the 
rate of ten per cent. on the jumma, seems to me to be highly exorbitant. In 
the Honourable Company’s dominions, it is true, at the commencement of the 
system of Tehsildarree, an allowance of ten per cent. was granted to the Tehsil- 
dar; but at that period the country was unsettled, and since the settlement has 
been properly made the above allowance has been withdrawn; and in many 
muhauts, tomy knowledge, only five per cent. is allowed to cover the expense of 
collection. In addition to which, it is obvious that if the officers of her High- 
ness the Begum, with power and means so circumscribed, have been able to 
collect her revenue at the small expense which is stated, your Excellency’s 
power and means should reduce that expense still further ; and as I can never 
permit myself to suppose that your Excellency in this arrangement would seek 
any personal gain, to the prejudice of her Highness the Begum, [ submit with 
confidence for your ready acquiescence and sanction, the following statement of 
the amount to be annually paid to her Highness, in lieu of her jagier and 


provisions. 


The annual jumma of the jagier to be estimated at Rupees 57,578-1, and 
the supply for ber Highmness’s kitchen at the annual sum of Rupees 36,000, 
making in the aggregate Rupees 93,578-1 per annum, or the sum of Rupees 
7,798-2-9 per mensem. If your Excellency be pleased to agree to this estimate, 
and to pay into the Honourable Company's Treasury at Lucknow the sum which 
is above stated, I am prepared, under the authority of the Begum, to place your 
Excellency’s officers in possession of the jagier without any further delay, and 
I shall instruct the Collector of Elahabad to pay that amount to her Highness. 


The collections from the jagier for this year, when ascertained by your - 
Excellency’s officers in concert with the Begum’s, shall be carried to your Excel- 
lency’s credit tn account. 

A true copy: 
(Signed) J. BAILiie, 
Resident. 





The particulars of the Expense of Collections of the Jagier of the Begum, 
Shums-oon- Nissa. 


Salary of Aumil, including assistant, thirty rupees per month, 

OF PEF ANNUM ...cecccccccvcccccsccecscccsccscccescescccscoovcsessoekeupees 360 
Expense of Sebundy, per annum ...cccsccoccecccccsecccscccsccescscccccess 28D 
Nankat to Ze mild ars ccccccswssiccsaccscsccceesesauaseesseseesseccsaeessseesen, 1000 
Russoom to Chowdree ....cccccecccccccccccercscccecccccscsccccccosecvecsoes 600 


Per annum, Rupees 5,045 








Goshwarah, or summary Account of the Jumma, including Mal and Sewaie, of 
Tappah Dadree, for the Years 1217, 1218, and 1219 Fusly, exclusive of the 
Jagier of Tuhseen Alee Khan. | 

ye 8 Rupees. <A. P. 

Jumma of the year 1217 ....cccccccssssescseseseree 58,1387 3 6 

Sewaie : 
Nuzzeraniah ..cccccccccccccscsees 1,007 12 O 
SAGE? cc cscriccssscedsctosseesveseee, COOL O © 
Gunjwannah ...cccccccccssssoveee 106 0-0 


Bheyt and Kubooleeatana...... SUL O O 
w——= 2,265 12 O Rupees. A. 


Pp. 
60,402 15 6 


CRE 


Jumma 
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~ Jumma of the year 1218 OC oecevedeneeresegocccces 59,147 15 g : Bengal Political 
7 . Sewaie: | Consultations, 
Nuzzeranal ...c-cccsscsscsesesee, 1,287 8 O 26 Feb. 1813. 
‘Saaer OWasGews cedewdabaceiawesstecs 651 O O fae 
Ganjwannah CC owOOH eee EEEeeeeere 106 0 O from Resident at 
Bheyt and Kubooleeatana, &c. 501 0 0 [ Lucknow. 
ae a . 2,545 8 0 








—— 61,693 7 9 
Jumma for the year 1219  ....secccccrorereeese 59,896 0 O 
| Sewaie : 
Nuzzeranals ..ccccsscscceseesvees 1,881 
NAGE scacacesicccwsccusvetisvensees. (070 
Gunjwannah .....ececcscesseoveee = 119 
Abkarree, if there be any sale 

for Liquors .....cceerecescevcves 50 
Bheyt and Kubooleeatana, &c. 501 


on) oo e 
oO O° eco 


8,226 8 O 





62,622 8 O 





Given under the seal of Ahmed Oolla, Chowdree of Tappa Dadree. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) J. BaiLuie, 
Resident. 





From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 27th December 1812.) Letter 


, ; . from the Vizicr. 
Your letter, dated the 23d instant, regarding the amount of the allowance tte 


in money, in lieu of the provision and revenue of the jagier of her Highness 
the Bhabee Begum, with its enclosures, has been received. ‘The state of the 
case is this : ‘The full amount of the allowance for provisions up to the 14th of 
Zeehijj has been sent to you already, agreeably to my promise, and at the same 
rate it may be paid to you hereafter. It was formerly my determination to give 
nothing on this account till her Highness should accede to my desire; yet, 
although it be contrary to the custom of my Government, in compliance with 
your request I relinquish that resolution, and in the terms of my shookha dated 
the 18th of November (13th Zeekaud), I still agree to continue the allowance at 
the rate which is there specified. | 


Regarding what you have stated respecting an occurrence in the time of the 
Residency of Colonel Scott, as a proof of a larger allowance, I recollect 
nothing of the matter ; and there being no writing to prove it, I cannot credit 
the mere assertion of any person. 


I transmitted to you formerly a copy of the statement of the revenue of the 
jagier which was submitted for my information; and as I know nothing of the 
actual amount of the revenue or capability of the jagier, nor, as you say, do 
I wish either profit to the prejudice of the Begum, nor loss to my own prejudice, 
it appears to me to be advisable that a person be deputed from the Presence to 
the jagier, to ascertain its actual revenue and assets from the Seghadars on 
the spot, and report them tothe Presence; and agreeably to his report, an 
allowance in money for the jagier, after making the necessary deductions for 
expense of collection, &c. shall be regularly paid to her Highness. The com- 
mission on the amount of the revenue, as expense of collection, has been 
fixed agreeably to the custom in my dominions. 


A true translation > 
(Signed) J. Baru, 
Resident. 


Copies 
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a Palgiggl |. Copies of the foregoing documents having. been transmitted for: the cobsi- 
Feb 11a. ro 


‘deration.of the Begum,, ber Highness sent the-following seplys. 3.5 6 0. 3 
a? re ae 7 ee ae Mae “Gr ory t CTT ® Se tee Se ER LEE 
Rega: - , ' eas Fy ey oF \ (Signed) ts J. BALE, ; Tos, 
“— a NN Residebt 
Letter From Her Highness: the Begum Shums-oon-Nissa. {Received the . 
from the Begum. ; on . 10th January 1813.). | 5. Hs 
By the blessing of ‘God my health is now re-established. On ‘the 16th of. 
December J arrived at Elahabad, and was anxiously wishing to hear of your health 
and welfare, when your letters, dated the 24th and 29th of December, with 
copies of two letters from my brother to your address, were received. JI have 
understood all their contents. My friend, you have undoubtedly exerted 
yourself to the utmost in your power for the adjustment of the affairs of niy 
Sircar; but as the settlement was not in your power, and the result was in the 
hands of others, uiothing has been done to my satisfaction. 


With regard to what you have stated of the demand of my brother for 
authentic documents to establish the amount of my khassa (provisions), and 
his agreeing to pay sixty-three rupees per diem on that account, if my brother 
will not admit what was paid to me by himself in the time of the late Colonel 
Scott, and demands stronger proof than this payment, to what else can I 
ascribe it than his desire to continue to vex and harass me? and, in this case, 
how can I expect that he will credit the testimony of other witnesses, who are 
well acquainted with the original circumstances of the case? It seems advisa- 
ble, and now indispensable, that I quit this city and proceed to Calcutta, to 
lay my grievances before the Right Honourable the Governor-General, Lord 
Minto, in person ; for as justice is the peculiar attribute of the Honourable 
Company, and his Lordship in a particular degree has ever been attentive to 
my distresses, he will doubtless, on this occasion, befriend me, prevent others 
from oppressing me to such a degree, and direct the satisfaction of all my just 
claims and demands by my brother. 


Under these circumstances, I do not wish, for the present, to take money in 
liey of my jagier. . I shall shortly transmit to you a letter to the address of the 
Right: Henourable the Governor-General, stating the hardships which J still 
suffer from my brother, notwithstanding my having quitted his country, and my 
intention of proceeding to Calcutta to seek redress. 


A true translation : | 
(Signed) J. BAILuie, 
Resident. 


a, 


Letter To Major J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
‘rom Secretary to Sir: 
a 1. Lam directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 12th 
ultimo, on the subject of the commutation of the Jagier of Shums-oon- 
Nissa Begum, and the supplies for her Highness’s table, which she has been 
accustomed to receive from the Vizier’s kitchen, for a fixed annual payment in 
money. 


2. It is with regret that the Governor-General in Council has learned that the 
Vizier, after admitting the principle of the proposed arrangement, has per- 
tinaciously opposed the accomplishment of it, by witbhplding his coasent to the 
only fair and equitable means of ascertaining the value of the objects of the 
commutation. 


3. His Lordship in Council can ascribe to no other cause than a desire to 
defeat an arrangement to which he has given a pretended consent, the conduct 
of his Exccllency, in requiring that the value of the jogier shall be determined 
by the result of an investigation to be conducted by Ameens of his own selec- 
tion, and in demanding the production of written vouchers in support of the | 
amount of the supplies which, as you state, he knows have never existed. 


After 
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4. After having undertaken the adjustment of thid affair on behalf of the Bengal Political 
Begum, and having obtained her consent to the commutation of the jagier, as baa i 
a mode of adjustment supposed to be more satisfactory to the Vizier than that to 
formerly pro by the Begum, the Governor-General in Council cannot with. Letter 
propriety relinquish his endeavours to effect the attainment of these objects om Secretary to 
without a further effort. It is true that we cannot insist upon his Excelfency's ee 

, acquiescence in. the proposed arrangement ; but since he has admitted ‘the 
propriety of it generally, we shall be justified m urging him to adopt the only 
measure which can give it effect, by consenting to a fair and impartial iriquiry 
into the actual amount of the jagier and of the provisions, You are, there- 
fore, authorized to renew, in urgent terms, and in the name of the Governor- 

General in Council, your representations on this subject, pointing out to his 
Excellency not only the injustice of exposing the Begum to pecuniary loss, by 
an arrangement rendered necessary only by the vexation and disquiet which 
have compelled her to seek an asylum in the Honourable Company’s dominions, 
but the deep injury which his reputation for humanity, generosity, and , 
faith, must sustain, if, after consenting to the measure in question, he shall. 
coutinue to throw obstacles in the way of its accomplishment, which will 
doubtless be ascribed by the world to the most unworthy motives. You will 
urge his Excellency to admit the valuation of the jagier, founded on the 
statements of the hereditary revenue officers of the district, or to consent to 
one of the other modes of ascertaining the value of it offered by you to his 
Excellency’s consideration. If he shall persist in his opposition to all those 
modes of proceeding, you will state to him expressly that the Governor-General 
in Council will consider him to have retracted the consent already formally 
given, and urge him to reflect on the impression which such conduct must make 
on the miud of his Lordship in Council. You will then proceed to apprize him 
of the desire formerly éxpressed by the Begum to Colonel Scott, to place the 
management of her jagier under the superintendence and guarantee of the 
British Gavernment, accompanied by the explanation suggested in the fifth 
paragraph of Colonel Scott’s letter of the 27th October 1802; and you will 
omit no argument calculated to prevail on him to accede to this arrangement, 
or to the preferable one of a just and fair commutation of the jagier for a fixed 
annual stipend. If your endeavours to obtain his consent to either shall be 
fruitless, you will be pleased to submit the case for the further consideration 
and orders of the Governor-General in Council. : 


5. With respect to the 1 you appear to be satisfied that they have been 
greatly under-rated by the Vizier, and his Lordship in Council trusts that, by 
renewing your representations on this subject, and stating to the Vizier the 
earnest desire of the British Government that the just expectations of the 
a on this head should be realized, you will succeed in fixing the amount 
to be paid to her Highness at the rate you proposed, or at least at a sum more 


nearly approaching what is supposed to have been the cost of the provisions 
than that tendered by his Excellency. 


6. The Governor-General in Council is not aware of any further instructions 
that can be furnished in the present state of the business. 


I have, &c. 


Fort-Wilham, | (Signed) J. ADAM, 
26th February 18153. Secretary to Government. 
EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, _ Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
The sth Alarch 1813. 5 Mar. 1813. 
To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political Letter 
Department. | from Resident at 
Sir : ucknow. 


1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 29th. 
ultimo, in answer to mine of the 15th, conveying the orders of Government for 
the employment of the British troops stationed in the Vizier’s dominions, on the 
requisition of the Magistrates of contiguous districts, to seize the persons of 


ms) marauders 
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tnarauders and other public ‘offenders against’ our government, who may find 
refuge in the territory ofthe Vizier, (°° ee 

9, The substance of your letter above noticed was: communicated,.and. trans- 
Jations of all its enclosures were presented aud read,to.the Vizier, at a.conference 
which took place in the palace, on ‘Tuesday the 16th instant, when his Excellency 
was formally and solemnly apprized of my resolution to carry the orders of 
Government Into effect, with or without his concurrence, on the ensuing Thurs- 
day or Friday, and every argument that T could think of was adduced to obtain 
his concurrence in the measure, and to save him the discredit of having opposed, 
from motives of enmity to our Government, an arrangement so totally ugoh- 
jectionable, and so indispensable to the protection of our subjects from injuries, 
tor the redress of which his Government was solely responsible. 


3. On my return from the palace on Tuesday last, I was followed by a mes- 
senger from his Excellency, to request a translation of the orders of Government 
conveyed to me by vourdespatch, and to announce his intention of committing 
his sentiments and ultimate determination on the subject of them to writing, 
though without any wish or design to suspend the execution of the orders which 


he was aware of the necessity of my obcying. 


4. I complied with his Excellency’s request, repeating my earnest advice and 
entreaty that his determination might be such as I should feel pleasure in con- 
veying to his Excellency’s friend, the Right Honourable the Governor-General in 
Council, and suggesting the utter impossibility of any further delay, upon my 
part, in the execution ofhis Lordship’s commands ; as well as announcing my reso- 
lution to refrain from making any reply tosuch remarks and objections as his Ex- 
cellency had been tm the habit of offering, and might now be disposed to renew, 
for the purpose of evading this arrangement. I accompanied my transmission 
of a Persian copy of the substance of the orders of Government with that of a 
copy of instructions to be issued to the commanding officers of our troops, and 
of corresponding instructions from his Excellency to his Aumils, which I sub- 
mitted the propriety of his issuing, in the case of his concurrence in the arrange- 
iment. Copies of both those documents are transmitted by this despatch, for his 


Lordship in Council’s information. 


5. On Friday the 19th instant, [had the honour of receiving from his Excel- 
lency a short letter, conveying and referring to a statement of his sentiments and 
wishes on the subject of the proposed arrangement, in which his Excellency was 
pleased to depart from one of the conditions that were formerly annexed to his 
consent, namely, the presence and co-operation of his Aumils with the command- 
ing officers of our troops, but to insist on a particular communication to himself, 
through the medium of the Resident at his Court, of the precise nature and object 
of every requisition from a Magistrate, before that requisition should be for- 
warded, ora movement of the troops be authorized, in any emergency whatever. 
The letter further conveyed a document of considerable length, intended as an 
answer to the arguments arising out of the amicable conduct of their Highnesses 
the Nizam and Maharajah Dowlut Rao Scindiah towards the British Government, 
on occasions similar to the present, contrasted with the conduct of the Vizier. 


6. The nature of the latter condition imposed by his Excellency on his consent 
to the arrangement prescribed by our Government being obviously hostile to its 
success, if not intended to frustrate its object, and the arguments, or rather the 
groundless remarks, by which this condition was supported, appearing to me to 
Le frivolous and perverse in the extreme, [ adhered to and repeated my resolu- 
tion to refrain from making any reply to them; and 1 exhibited to his Excel- 
lency’s confidential servant, who brought me his letter, my instructions to the 
commanding officers of Sooltanpore and Pertaubghur, in the form of despatches 
preparcd for transmission, and to be transmitted in the course of that evening. 


7. His Excellency shortly after announced his intention to honour me with his 
company at breakfast on the following morning: and in the expectation of ulti- 
mate success in obtaining bis consent to the arrangement, I postponed the trans- 
inission of my letters to the commanding officers of the troops. — 

: | g. The 
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g.. The result has been propitious to my views.. At a conference this morning, 
which lasted for several hours, and los which I successively combated the 
remarks in his Excellency’s statements, and a number of others equally frivolous, 
perverse, and absurd, | succeeded. at length in obtaining his seemingly cordial 
consent to an arrangement, which uppeurs to be calculated to answer all the 
purposes in view, to the extent contemplated by the Government, and prescribed 
by its instructions to me in. the Chief Secretary’s despatch under date the 21st 


of August last. 


g. I transmit, for more particular information regarding the terms of the 
arrangement in question, a copy of my letter of this date to the Magistrate of 
the zillah of Elahabad’; and I shall be extremely happy to learn that this docu- 
ment, and the others to which it has reference, have met with the approbation cf 


the Governinent. 


10. Translations of the letter and statements received from his Excellency the 
Vizier on Friday the 19th instant, and a detail of the arguments by which his 
Excellency’s remarks were successfully combated at the conference of this morn- 
ing, shall hereafter be submitted for his Lordship in Council's information. 


Ihave, &c. 
Lucknow, | (Signed) J. BAILriE, 
20th February 1813. Resident. 


~ (Circular.) 


To Colonel F. Kyan, commanding the Troops at Sooltanpore, and 
Lieutenant-Colonel R. Frith, commanding the Troops at Pertaubghur. 


Sir: 

1. The frequent outrages and depredations committed in the district of 
Elahabad, by fugitives aud outlaws from the British territory, finding refuge in 
the dominions of the Vizier, and the general failure of the measures hitherto 
adopted by this Government for the suppression or seizure of those marauders, 
or their expulsion from the territory of the Vizier, appearing to his Excellency 
and to me to require the adoption of more prompt and cffectual measures for the 
accomplishment of the object in view, I have the honour of transinitting to you, 
for your particular information and guidance, the enclosed translation of in- 
structions which have this day been issucd by his Excellency, in comptiance with 
my suggestion, to the Aumils of the districts around you ; and, in the spirit of 
those instructions, I have further the honour todesire that, on every future occa- 
sion of your reccipt of authentic intelligence from the Magistrate of the zillah ot 
Elahabad, -or from persons deputed by that officer, of the concealment of a ma- 
rauder or other public delinquent in the vicinity of the station which you com- 
mand, you will be pleased, without any delay, on the requisition of the above- 
mentioned officer, to adupt the necessary measures for the seizure of the delin- 
quent described, by proceeding with the troops under your orders, or detaching a 
portion of them on this service, as the circumstances of the case may suggest. 


2, You will exercise your own judgment in deciding on the propriety of your 
apprizing the Vizicr’s Aumil, or other officers, of the intelligence which you 
receive from the Magistrate, and the measures which you intend to adopt, 
requiring or dispensing with the aid and co-operation of the Aumil, as they 
may tend, in your own opinion, to facilitate or impede your success; and you 
will be pleased to report to the Magistrate and to me, for the information of his 
Excellency and of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, your 
proceedings on every occasion of the nature to which these instructions refer. 


I have, &c. ee 
Lucknow, (Signed) | J. Barurte, 
20th February 1813. : ; #Resident. 


Fastructions 
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prgh sede a : : Anstructions to Aunnls. n'y own dtr to gery ob be 
5 Mur 1816... The relations of frieadship and amity between the Honourable Compaay's:i: 
~—— °' Government and this being established in such a degree, that therebels or enenniet |’: 
Instructions to of either Government, and all public offenders against either, _ate alike the 
Auniis, enemies of both, and the seizure and punishment of such offenders the duty and. 
interest of both, and it being understood by the Presence that, notwithstanding . 
repeated and most positive injunctions to the contrary, a number of fugitives aad 
outlaws from the British territory, finding refuge and protection in this country, 
commit outrages and depredations in the Honourable Company’s districts, and 
evade the punishment of their crimes; therefore, with a view to the more effec- 
tual prevention of those depredations in future, and to the seizure.and punishe . ° 
ment of the offenders, as well as in consideration of the firm friendship and 
unity subsisting between the two States, it is now determined and agreed, that 
all commanding officers of British troops stationed in the frontier districts of 
the territory of the Presence, be, for the future, instructed and authorized, on. 
their receiving authentic intelligence from the Magistrates of contiguous districts 
in the British dominions of the concealment of a rebel, marauder, or other 
public offender, in any village or place in the vicinity of the station which they 
command, to march promptly and suddenly, without previous communication 
with any one, to the place of the delinquent’s concealment, and seize and secure 
his person, requiing fur that purpose, or not, as the commanding officer may 
think proper, the aid of the officers of this Government and their Co-operation 
In the service proposed. 


You are therefore commanded to take notice of the object and purport of 
these orders, and to warn the Zemindars, &c. of your district, by proclamation, 
that they hereafter refrain from protecting or harbouring marauders or fugitives 
of any description from the British territory, the inevitable consequences of 
which must be the employment of the Company’s troops for the seizure of the 
fugitives so harboured, and the most severe and exemplary punishment of the 
Zemindars by the Presence, in proportion to the enormity of their crimes. 


You are further, on every occasion of a requisition or summons from the 
commanding officer of the troops, to comply with the object of his requisition, 
to give implicit obedience to his orders, and provide supplies for the troops in 
whatever direction thev nav procecd. 

A true translation : 
(Signed) J. BaAruure, 





Resident. 
Letter To T. Fortescue, Isq., Judge and Magistrate of Ilahabad. 
‘rom Resident at Sir : 
Lucknow. ir 


1. In continuation of the subject of my letter under date the 9th instant, I 
have now the satisfaction of informing you, that an arrangement has been con- 
cluded this day between the British Government and his Excellency the Vizier, 
under which the several commanding officers of British troops stationed in his 
Excellency’s dominions will hereafter be authorized and instructed to comply 
with the requisitions of the Magistrates of all the contiguous districts in the 
Honourable Company’s territory, for the apprehension of every marauder and 
public offender against our Government, who may be ascertained by precise 
information to have found refuge, and to be actually concealed, in the neighbour- 
hood of any station or post within the Vizier’s dominions, 


2. The conditions of this arrangement on the part of the British Government 
are merely jhe two following, namely: T'irst, that the information of the place 
of residence or actual concealment of the offender to be seized, on which the: 
Magistrate's requisition to the commanding officer of a pust or station may pro- 
ceed, be particular, precise, and authentic, with a view to preclude, as far as 
possible, the unnecessary movement of the cig ik and secondly, that. befare 
issuing a requisition for the seizure of any marauder in the territory of his Excel- 
leney the Vizier, the Magistrate of the contiguous. district shall transmit to the 
Resident at Lucknow, for his Excellency’s exclusive information, a general by 

° pe Mcgee 74 6o4: (Pats ae oa , 6 


Pag . “ 


OUDE PAPER'S. | sco | 


af the. names of all the public offenders whose apprehension may be desired by Bengal Politica’ - . 


the Magistrate, aed for whose seizure his requisitions are to be afterWardé issued: Conauttations, 
without :resorve,xin hit abeertaining the place of their concealment.” * ar. 1813. 


3:'On'the part of his Excellency the Vizier, in addition to the general autho- Letter +. 
rity ‘for the ‘etiployment-of the British troops ‘in his dominions on the requisition pais yesh = 
of tiie Mugistrates, as above-mentioned, for the seizure of offenders against our 


Governfient, it is particularly provided and agreed, that the officers of his Excel- 
leney's Governinent shall have no knowledge whatever of, nor any participation. 
in, the measures to be adopted. by commanding officers, save by their gwn imme- 
diate communication and désire ; and further, that even the names of the offen- 
ders, to be communicated in the first place by the Magistrates for the Vizier’s 
excliisive iriformation, shall never, on any occasion, or for any purpose what-_ 
ever, be mentioned to his Excellency’s Aumils, or to any other officer of his 
Government. 

4. I transmit for your more particular information regarding the details of the 
important and beneficial arrangement which bas thus been concluded with the 
Vizier, the enclosed copies of instructions which will be issued by his Excellency 
and by me to his Aumils and our officers respectively, without any further delay ; 
and {| have only to solicit the favour of your furnishing, at your earliest conve- 
nience, the list of public offenders as his Excellency has been pleased to 
require, and which I have engaged to submit to him before the actual movement . 
of avy detachment of our troops in compliance with your requisition. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. BaAILury, 
20th February 1813. Resident. 


Eten RRGR ERD 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government, in the Secret and Political Letter 
. Department. from Resident at 
Sir: ‘ Lucknow. 
In continuation of the subject of my despatch under date the 20th instant, I 
have now the honour of transmitting to you, for the further information of the 
Government, the annexed copy of a letter which I have this day addressed to the 
Judge and Magistrate of Barellie, conveying copies of instructions to the com- 
manding officer of the troops at Seetapore and the Aumil of the district of Mo- 
humdie, in terms corresponding with those of the documents already before you, 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. BarLore, 
22d Yebruary 1813.. Resident. 





To Henry Dumbleton, Esq., Judge and Magistrate of Zillah Barellie. Letter 
- Sir : . from Resident at 


chnuw. 
1. I have the honour of transmitting to you, for your information, the enclosed aaa 
copy of a despatch* under date the 20th instant, which has been addressed to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Adams, commanding the troops at Seetapore, for the purpose 
of authorizing that officer to comply with your eventual requisitions for the 
seizure of the person of Budjha Sing, or of any other public delinquent, escaping 
from your jurisdiction and finding refuge in the territory of the Vizier. 


2. The principal condition of his Excellency’s consent to the beneficial arrange- 
ment under which those instructions have been issued to the several commanding 
othcers of British troops in his dominions, is that of his being previously furnished 
by the Magistrates of contiguous districts, through the medium of the Resident 
at his Court, with a general list of the delinquents who have fled from tbe British 
dominions, are supposed to have found refuge in his sting h and whose appre- 
hension may hereafter become the object of a requisition for the employment of 
our.troops, on the place of their concealment being ascertained. : 


8. In the spirit of this provision, I solicit the favour of your informing me 
whether or not there be any other. pyblic offender against our Government than 
: | Budjha 


* This is a copy of the Circular Letter which is given on age 367, addressed to Colonel Kyaa, 
and pea aaa rith, 
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; 70 > St MONDE, RARER S. 
‘Conlaips| Budihy Bangs: whose apprehension. js et presant, desired by wom a.ahd it 
dag. 1813. f 







oe suggest the propriety of your flrnishing, at your earliest convenience, a 


ee list of the names of all such public delinquents for. his Excellegcy: the 
information. . | oo eet ede ee HI ee ae 

I have, &c. Sy. a . pais i See ty 

Lucknow, — (Signea) . Je. Bagpnan, 

_ 90d February 1813. >. « .. Residem. 

Letter | To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. ; 

from Secretary to Sir: 
Government. I. Iam directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the.20th 


February, reporting your proceedings under the instructions communicated to 
you in my letter of the 29th January last, and the successful result of your 
efforts to obtain the acquiescence of the Vizier in the indispensable measure of 
authorizing the employment of the British troops stationed in his Excellency’s 
dominions, on the requisition of the Magistrates of contiguous districts, for the 
seizure of public offenders against our Government who find refuge m. the 


territory of Oude. 


2. Tardy and reluctant as his Execellency’s consent has been, it ts a source of 
satisfaction to the Governor-General in Council that the measure has been 
effected in apparent concurrence with his Excellency, instead of being premul- 
gated as the act of this Government, independently of the authority of the 
Vizier, thus exhibiting to the public a marked disagreement between the British 
Government and the Vizier, on a question of primary importance. You will 
observe, that the completion of this arrangement is adverted to in the Governor- 
General’s letter to the Vizier, of which you will receive a copy in my separate 
despatch of this date. You will be pleased to exercise your own discretion, with 
regard to anticipating that part of his Lordship’s letter by corresponding com- 
munication to his Excellency from yourself on the part of the Government. 


8. The conditions annexed to his concurrence in the measure by the Vizier, 
are not considered by his Lordship in Council to be likely to affect the efficacy of 


the arrangement. 


4. The instructions issued by you to the commanding officers of the troops, 
and the tenor of your communications to the Magistrates, are entirely approved. 
There is nothing to be added but the expression of the Governor-General in 
Council's approbation of the judgment, spirit, and firmness, with which you have 
executed the instructions above referred to, and which have effected the accom- 
plishment of a most desirable arrangement, and the removal of one more of the 
many vexatious and embarrassing subjects of contention between this Govern- 


ment and his Excellency the Vizier. 


5. Your despatch of the 22d, communicating a copy of your address to the 
Magistrate of Barellie, on the subject of the arrangement under consideration, 
has also been received and submitted to Government. 


I have, &c. 


Fort William, (Signed) . J. Apam, 
March 5th 1813. Secretary to Government. 


SRE 


The Persian Secretary having submitted his report on the Persian documents 
alluded to in the despatch® from the Resident at Lucknow of the 11th January, 
recorded on the consultations of the 22d January, the letter from the Resident to 
the Persian Secretary accompanying those documents, and the Persian Secre- 
tary’s report upon them, are ordered to be now recorded. — 

To 


* See page 340. 
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{. 9. Bovidlia Monckton, Esq;; ‘Persian Secretary to Governnient, Fert Williem. 
iss eM Sits’ Ue kg Ta ds is aS Ss a ee ae ee 
xq! With reference to the subject of my ng gem of this date to the Right 

Honourable the Governor-General iu Council, I have the honour of transmitting 
to you thirty copies of Persian letters, exhibiting the forms of correspondence 
which: were practised by the late Nawaub, Assuf-ood-Dowla, and by his Excel- 
lency the present Vizier during the first years of his Government, in their letters 


to the Resident at Lucknow, and also the forms of address to the Vizier which | 


were practised by the late Mr. Ives, by Mr. Lumsden, and by Colonel Scott, 


while those gentlemen were Residents at this Court, : 


2. The object of transmitting the enclosed documents to you, is that of 
enabling you to report to the Right Honourable the Governor-General in 
Council, if his Lordship in Council shall be pleased to require your report, on 
the nature of the change which has taken place on the part of his Excellency 
the Vizier in the manner of his correspondence with the Resident, and further, 
on the justice or injustice of the charge of disrespect in correspondence which 
his Excellency has preferred against me. 


8. It must be totally unnecessary, on my part, to request your particular 
attention to the various epithets and expressions which are used in Persian 
correspondence, to denote the different degrees of inferiority in the rank of 
the person addressed with relation to the writer of'a letter. You are aware that 
the term shookha, and the words hoozoor and ershad, are never adopted in 
correspondence as descriptive of the Jetter, the person, or the desire of the 
writer, save by princes or persons of the highest authority and rank, with a 
reference to their subjects and servants; and that the word arsee, arecsa, 
marooz and goozarish, as descriptive of the detter, the wrillen statement, or 
verbal representation of the person addressed, are highly derogatory to the 
condition of any person but a subject or servant. Accordingly, you will not 
fail to observe that in the whole of the bundles of letters marked 1, 2, 3, and 
4, from the late Nawaub Asuf-ood-Dowlah, and trom the present Vizier to the 
Residents, Mr. Ives, Mr. Lumsden, and Colonel Scott, there is not a single 
instance of the application of any one of the exceptionable words above 
noticed, and that the terms morasula, ecinjanib, goflu, khut, mokatuba, 
murkoom, erkam, ezhir, &c. are very properly substituted to express the same 
meaning: while, on the other hand, in the bundle No. 5, containing his 
Excellency the present Vizier’s letters to my address, you will observe not 
only the canstant application of all the above cxceptionable terms, but also the 
style and manner throughout of a shookha or mandate from a prince to his 
servant of nearly the lowest degree. The expression ‘ bu moolahuza dur 
amud,”’ too, instead of woozool numood, in every one of his Excellency’s 
Jetters, to signify his receipt of the Resident’s letter, is, in my judgment, 
extremely exceptionable, and constitutes another remarkable distinction be- 
tween the manner of former times and that of the present day: in addition to 
which, the constant introduction ot the date at the end of his Excellency’s 
letters, as well as on the envelope, denoting the manner of a shookha, is 
superfluous, contrary to former usage, and mauifestly intended to give offence. 
The omission of the word sahid on the envelope is another mark of disrespect, 
by which his Excellency has been pleased to distinguish my immediate pre- 
decessor and myself. 


5. With reference to the second object of this letter, and of the transmission 
of the enclosed documents to you, it is superfluous, and would perhaps be 
improper, to make any remarks. A comparison of any one or all of my letters 
to his Excellency the Vizier, of which copies are lodged in your office, with 
the documents in the bundle No. 6, or with the forms established in your 
office for your own correspondence with the Vizier, will enable you to form an 
‘accurate Judgment on the nature of the charge which his Excellency has pre- 
ferred against’ me, and to submit your opinion, if required, to the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council. : 


‘. 6, A ‘memorandum in Persian, having reference to the subject of this 
despatch, and particularly to the documents enclosed in it, which has been 
: prepared 


Bengal ‘Potitical 
Consultations, 
5'Mar. [818. 

Vetter 
from Resident at 
Lucknow. 
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Bengal Political. prepared and submitted to-mé by the bead: Moonshee of the Resideney,: would 
Mar. 1813, #¢¢™ to be worthy of your notice, and is transmitted with that view, - 


—Thave, &.- (4 
Lucknow, os (Signed) J. Bamure, 
11th January 1813. , Resident. 





Persian Secretary's Persian Secretary's Report on the Forms of Correspondence between tie late and 


Report. 


present Vizter and successive Residents at Lucknow. 


Having been directed to report on the subject of the Persian documents 
transmitted by Major Buillie in his letter of the 11th ultimo, for the purpose of 
enabling Government to form a judgment of the general accuracy of the 
remarks contained in Major Baillie’s address to his Excellency the Nawaub 
Vizier on the 8th of January, on the nature of the charge preferred by his 
Excellency against the Resident, of disrespect in the forms of his correspon- 
dence with his Excellency; I have examined those documents with attention, 
and have now the honour to report the result of that examination for the 
information of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council. 


There appear to be two questions for consideration: first, the form of the 
Vizier’s letters to the Kesident at his Court; secondly, the form of the 
Resident’s letters to his Excellency : I shall accordingly discuss them separately 
in that order. 


The document marked No. 1 is a copy of a letter from the late Nawaub, 
Asuf-ood-Dowlah, to Mr. Ives, in which the term used as descriptive of the 
letter received is “ Khul-thhyreeut numui,’”’ and that signifying the receipt of 
the letter is russeedu. 


The documents marked No. 2 consist of copies of five letters from Asuf- 
ood-Dowlah, addressed to Mr. Lumsden. 


The terms used in these letters to designate the writer and his own 
letter, are een janeb, or dili-dostee-munzil, or Mizajt-mowuddut-indimaj, and 
Muktoob-i-khyr-usloob ; while those which are descriptive of the letter received 
are Khuti-Lhyreeut-numut, or mookatiéba-khyreeut-teraz ; of the person ad- 
dressed, aun geramee kuddur ; of the receipt of the letter and knowledge of 
its contents, russeedu kashif-i haldt gurdeed,or wusool numoodumusroor-o mootil/a 
sakht, or wusool-t tbtihdj shumool numoodu musroor o moonbussit sakht. 


Of the letters above enumerated, none bear any date either at the foot of 
the letters or on the envelope. 


The documents marked No. $ consist of copies of five letters addressed 
by the present Vizier to Mr. Lumsden. 


The writer in these letters designates himself een janeb. He terms the 
letters of the Resident, Ahut-t-khyreeut numut, mookatuba-t khyreeut teraz, or 
moorasula ; signifies the receipt of them by the terms chihkru-é wusvol ufrokht 
or wusool numoodu ; and on one occasion signifies his knowledge of the 
contents of a letter which he had received by the terms hashj/-s hdlat gurdeed. 


Of these letters one is without date, three are properly dated on the 
envelope, but the last letter bears the date at the conclusion of it. 


The documents No. 4 consist of copies of five letters from the present 
Vizier to Colonel Scott. : | 


In these the writer designates himself een janib, calls his correspondents 
letters moordsula or mookatiiba, with the epithet khyreeut teraz, and signifies his 
receipt of them, in his first letter, by the words ber muzmoon-i-moondereja ittila 
ougahece dustdad, and in his subsequent letters by the term Adshj/-s hdlat gurdeed. 


Among the documents comprised in Nos. 3, 2%, 8, 4, T find the words 
(tu erktim and novishtu employed, to express the verbal or wrilien state- 
mont of the person addressed. 


These 


‘” ‘Dyese lotters'are all dated not only,on the envelope but also,at the conclusion 
of them. — 5 ee ee Se NEOs Piper 


The documents No. 5 consist of copies of letters from the present Vizier to 
Major Baillie. 


The term shookha, and the words hoozoor and ershaud, are employed in all 
these letters to express the letier, the person, and the desire of the writer ; 
while the terms mookatiba-t-khyreeut teraz, and bu moolahizsa der amud, are 
employed to express the letter of the person addressed and the receipt of his 
Jetter, and the words maarooz and goozarish are used as descriptive of the 
written statement, or verbal representation of the person addressed. 


These letters are all dated at the end, as well as on the envelope. 


The preceding documents fully prove the correctness of Major Baillie’s 
observation, that the Vizier, in his correspondence with the present Resident, 
has departed very essentially from the forms which the late Vizier, Asuf-ood 
Dowlah observed towards Mr. Ives and Mr. Lumsden, and which his Excel- 
lency the present Vizier himself used during the early part of his administra- 
tion, and that the present style of the Vizier’s letters resembles the style of man- 
dates issued by a Prince to his subjects or servants, which was not before the case. 


Thus we find, in the present correspondence of his Excellency the Vizier 
with the Resident, the words shookha, hoozoor, and ershaud, denoting the 


letter, the person, and the desire of the writer, substituted for those of 


muktoob-t-khyr-usloob een jantb, and goflu; and the terms bu moolahiza der 
amud, maarooz, and goozarish, implying the receipt of the letter addressed to 


the writer, and the verbal or written statement received, supply the place of 


wusool numoodu, or wusool-tbtihay shumool numoodu, and erkidm, izhar, &c. 


The forms observed by Asuf-ood-Dowlah, even, do not exhibit a perfect 


uniformity or consistency of style. For instance, in signifying his receipt of 


a letter and his knowledge of its contents, Asuf:ood-Dowlah has at one time 
sail wusool-zbithaj-shunool numoodu musroor o moonbussit sakht, while at another 


he has simply said russeedu hashtf-i-halat gurdeed ; the former being a term of 


equality, whereas the latter expression is only applicable to a perwanah or 
order. But I ascribe the deviation alluded to rather to accident or ignorance 
on the part of the Moonshee, than to design on the part of the late Nawaub, 
since the other parts of the letter, which contains the expression kashif-i halat 
gurdecd, do not partake of the style of a perwanah. ‘The absence of all 
date to Asuf-ood-Dowlah’s letters is rather irregular than indicative of any 
want of due consideration for the Resident. 


Irom the Persian documents transmitted by Major Baillie, the first change 
introduced by the present Vizier into his correspondence with the Resident at 
his Court appears in his last letter to Mr. Lumsden, in which I observe that the 
date is placed at the conclusion of the letter, whereas the date to the other 
letters from his Excellency to that gentleman appears on the envelope. ‘The 
distinction is this: that Jed/ers have their date on the envelope, and perwanahs 
or orders at the foot of the writing. But why this change was introduced into 
the last letter to Mr. Lumsden, whether by design or in consequence of any 
accidental change of the Vizier’s Moonshee, of course does not appear. ‘The 
last letter to Mr. Lumsden which is dated at the conclusion does not bear any 
date on the envelope; but all the Jetters addressed to his immediate successor, 
Colonel Scott, (of which copies have been transmitted by Major Baillie), bear 
date both at the conclusion of them and ontheir envelopes. ‘Lhe circumstance 
of the date being on the envelope also, does not, however, in the least degree 
counteract the humiliating effect of the appearance of the date at the concla- 
sion of the letter. | 


The next change which appears in the form of the Vizier’s correspondence, 
is that which his Excellency now observes towards the present Resident. 


“Tt has been observed by Major Baillie of the Vizier’s letters to Colonel Scott, 
that not any material difference exists in point of forth from that observed 
ae, 5 C towards 
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towards other Residents, excepting the change of the place.of their date 
which has been already noticed. This change seems to have been introduced 
from the very first commencement of Colonel Scott’s time, since the letters, of 
which Major Baillie has transmitted copies, are all-dated in 1799 and 1800. 
Major Baillie is correct, however, in stating generally, that the change in the 
form of the Vizier’s correspondence with the Resident began in the latter part 
of Colonel Scott’s Residency, since I have found in the Persian office a copy of a 
letter trom Colonel Scott to the Vizier, dated 17th July 1801, in which Colonel 
Scott acknowledges the receipt of the Vizier’s shookka, or mandate, in reply to his 
areeza. ‘Thus it appears that nearly the present form of correspondence was 
established in that year; and it seems to have been maintained, as far as 
depended on the Vizier, to the present time. Whether this essential change 
ever attracted the notice of Colonel Scott, or whether his acquaintance with 
the intricate forms of Persian correspondence was such as to enable him to 
detect the change, cannot now be known, but it appears from the tenor of his 
reply just cited, that he, or at least his Moonshee, acquiesced in that change. 
The important negotiations, however, in which Colonel Scott was then engaged 
with the Vizier was not a time to cavil about mere forms of epistolatory inter- 
course. He was looking to the attainment of substantial benefits for the Com- 
pany, and if he was aware of the change, he was probably not disposed to 
enter into any controversy about it at that moment. But, excepting under 
peculiar circumstances, such inattention on the part of the representative of 
the British Government to those forms to which the natives attach so much 
importance is perhaps not proper. 


Major Baillie has adverted to the omission, on the part of the Vizier, of the 
word saheb on the envelope of his Excellency’s Letters to his address, and that 
of his immediate predecessor, as a mark of disrespect on the part of the 
Vizier. 

The documents transmitted by Major Baillie, as specimens of the late and 
present Vizier’s correspondence with Mr. Ives, Mr. Lumsden, and Colonel 
Scott, all contain the word saheb on the envelope. ‘This word, as stated by 
Major Baillie, is omitted on the envelope of the letters to his address, and the 
omission Major Baillie says refers to Colonel Collins’s time. 


Whether the Nawaub Vizier, by omitting the word saheb on the superscrip- 
tion of his letters to the late Colonel Collins and to the present Resident, 
intended to manifest less consideration for them, I do not know. ‘The other 
changes which his Excellency has introduced into the form of his correspon- 
dence, certainly countenance the belief that the omission in question was 
suggested by similar motives; but considering the question abstractedly, I 
doubt whether the omission of the word saheb, in acase where the person 
addressed, as in the instance of Major Baillie, possesses elevated Oriental titles, 
can properly be considered as any disrespect. 


I know that the word saheb is generally omitted in the superscription of 
letters to the address of English gentlemen, when high sounding Oriental titles 
are associated with their names. 


Now Mr. Lumsden and Colonel Scott had no titles: might not the Vizier, 
then, say that the word saheb was properly applied to them because they had 
no titles, but that the circumstance of Colonel Collins and Major Baillie being 
distinguished by titles rendered the insertion of the sakeb unnecessary if not 
improper, | 

Mr. Ives, however, had titles, and the single letter from Asuf-ood-Dowlah 
to his address (of which Major Baillie has sent a copy) certainly does bear the 
word saheb on the envelope. Still there is no doubt that the word sahkeb in 
such cases is generally omitted, and the use of it, in addressing gentlemen who 
are distinguished by high titles from the throne of Delhi, is esteemed wrong, 
because the former is considered to be lost in the superiority of the latter. 

I believe that Major Baillie obtained his titles from the throne of Delhi sub- 
sequently to his appointment to the Court of Lucknow ; if, therefore, it should 


appear that the Vizier omitted the word saheb in the superscription of the 
| letters 
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letters to Major Baillie’s address before he obtained his Oriental titles, the Bengal Political 
intention of his Excellency in omitting it would be placed beyond all doubt, vere 
and leave his Excellency without the shadow of a plea for his conduct in that era D ree 
respect, On referring to. the few letters from his Excellency to my address, -Persian Secretary's 
I find that I, who have no titles, have not the compliment paid to meé of being Report. 
styled saheb, which shews that the Vizier does not always introduce the word 

saheb where titles are not enjoyed. 


Of the degree of offence offered to the dignity of the representative of the 
British Government by the changes which the Vizier has introduced into the 
form of his correspondence with the Resident, the Members of Council will 
be able to form a correct opinion, from their knowledge of the high importance 
which the natives of all Asia attach to points of this nature. 


Having disposed of the first question, I now proceed to the consideration of 
the second. . 


The document, No. 6 contains copies of the undermentioned letters from the 
zentlemen who have successively filled the station of Resident at Lucknow. 


1 Letter from Mr. Ives, 

1 Do from Mr. Johnson, 
4 Do. from Mr. Lumsden, 
3 Do. from Colonel Scott. 


The terms used by these gentlemen, to express the letters of the Vizier, 
are by Mr. Ives, newauszish nama ; Mr. Johnson, ashfauk nama wurood-t shufleut 
amood ; Mr. Lumsden, inayet nama-i tufuzzool amood, or inayet nama i aitlee ; 
Colonel Scott, ditto. 


It will be observed, that every succeeding Resident has described the Vizier’s 
letters,’ by a more respectful term than his immediate predecessor; and the 
correspondence of these gentlemen embraces the greater part of Asuf-ood- 
Dowlah’s administration, and the early part of the present Vizier’s Govern- 
ment. 


The term now used by Major Baillie to express the Vizier’s letter is inaqyet- 
nama, with the varied but equally respectful epithets of shufkut amood, tuluttuf 
amood, &c. The terms used in speaking of the Vizier, lus destre, &c. are 
more respectful than those which I have had an opportunity of seeing in the 
correspondence of which he has transmitted copies. Thus Major Baillie, as 
he has stated, has only reverted to the forms which were observed by the Resi- 
dents during the late Vizier Asuf-ood-Dowlah’s administration, and _ con- 
tinued for a time after the present Vizier’s accession, while, on the other hand, 
the Vizier addresses the Resident in a style which places him in a rank relative 
to his Excellency far inferior to those of his predecessors, who practised the 
same forms of correspondence as are now used by Major Baillie. 


In short, as farasI can judge, the language of Major Baillie’s letters to the 
Vizier is highly respectful. Whether there is any thing in the spirit of them 
which can justly give umbrage to his Excelleney, is a point on which it is no. 
part of my duty to pronounce an opinion, since itis one on which Government 
has ample means of judging, through the medium of the translations of the 
Resident’s letters; but it is fair to presume, that if any such objection did exist, 
it would have been noticed in the progress of his correspondence with the 
Vizier, translations of which have beea regularly submitted to the observation 
of Government. de | 

. (Signed) J..Moncxron, 
Persian Secretary to Gavernment.. 
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‘Mr. Edmonstone records the following Minute. 
Mr. Edmonstone’s Minute, 27th February 1818. 


The Persian Secretary’s analytical observations on the relative forms of cor- 
respondence between the Vizier and the British Resident are entirely consistent 
with all the knowledge I possess of the rules and principles by which those 
forms are regulated, and I fully concur in the conclusions which Mr. Monck- 
ton has drawn. It is to be observed, that the Vizier’s charge against the 
Resident, on the subject of the latter’s written and verbal communications, 
and the Resident's statement relative to the impropriety of the style of writing 
adopted by the Vizier, stand on very different grounds. It is the matter and 
spirit of the Resident's representation of which the Vizier complains. It is the 
assumption of a high and authoritative style of address, unsuited to his Excel- 


‘lency’s relative rank, that constitutes the Resident’s charge against the Vizier. 


The first is compatible with the observance of the strictest forms of Oriental 
correspondence ; the latter is inadmissible and offensive, however gracious the 
substance of the communication may be. 


Although the severity of some occasional passages in the series of the Resi- 
dent’s letters to the Vizier might perhaps have been avoided, without weakening 
the force and effect of his representations, yet the general language of argument 
and controversy employed by the Resident, naturally, and even necessarily, 
proceeds from the very nature of the subjects of negotiation, combined with 
the peculiar temper and disposition of the Vizier, the defects of his character, 
and the vicious system of his Government. That language of argument and 
controversy offends the Vizier, because it 1s addressed (unavoidably addressed) 
tohim. Inevery other State there is a Minister, who conducts with the repre- 
sentative of a foreign power the details of negotiation: the freedom of dis- 
cussion is not embarrassed by the inequality of rank, and offence to the sove- 
reign is avoided by the intervention of an agent. If the Vizier thinks proper 
to undertake the detail of duties which belongs to an officer of Government, he 
must submit to the inconvenience which necessarily attends the assumption of 
that subordinate character. He has no title to complain of the spirit and 
matter of communications which belong to the subject of negotiation, and 
which under the system adopted by him for the conduct of public affairs can 
only be addressed to himself. The language of Major Baillie’s letters, consi- 
dered with reference to the minute rules prescribed for the selection of words 
and phrases, according to the relative rank of the parties, rules complicated 
and extensive, and altogether unknown in the system of European corres- 
pondence, is not merely uuexceptionable, but perfectly respectful, and the 
Vizier does not appear to me to accuse him of a departure from those rules. 


The Vizier himself, however, deviates from them essentially. The style of 
his letters to the Resident ts that which no person of rank inferior to that of 
royalty is entitled to employ in addressing the representative of a toreign State : 
it is an offence to the British Government, as well as personally to the Resi- 
dent. The terms, shookha, hoozoor, ershaud, &c. applied to himself, and 
maarooz, goozaresh, applied to the representations of the other party, are 
precisely those which he would adopt in writing to the lowest of his subjects, 
and this gross impropriety should certainly be corrected. 


(Signed) N.B. Epmonstone. 





From the Governor-General to His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 
5th March 1813.) : 


I have received your Excellency’s letter, dated Ist January, answering to the 
etecccseceee, Stating certain causes“of dissatisfaction with Major Baillie, the Re- 
sident at your Excellency’s Court, and expressing your desire to carry into effect 
the intention which your Excellency has frequenily intimated of travelling into 
foreign countries. 

The 
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The respect which is due to every statement proceeding from your Excellency, Bengal Political 
and the grave and serious nature of the charges which you have preferred against Consultations. 
the Resident, having rendered it my duty to give your Excellericy’s letter the ante 
most mature consideration, and to examine with attention the grounds of those _ Letter from the 
charges, some delay necessarily occurred in the preparation of an answer to your’ @°vemor-General: 
Excellency’s letter. That delay has been unavoidably still further increased, by 
the intermediate receipt from the Resident of the correspondence which passed 
between your Excellency. and Major Baillie subscquently to his letter to your 
Excellency’s address of the @d of January, the tenor of that correspondence 
‘having brought to my observation some circumstances connccted with the style 
and manner which your Excellency has of Jate years adopted in your letters to 
the Residents, as I shall have occasion to notice before I conclude this letter, 
which rendered a previous revision of the correspondence of your Excellency 
and your illustrious predecessor with the several successive Residents at the 
Court of Lucknow neccessary, to enable this Government to form a correct 
judgment of the merits of the question. 


I proceed, in the first instance, to reply to your Excellency’s letter of the Ist 
January. 


I cannot but lament, that your Excellency should have so far misconstrued 
Major Baillie’s conduct and language, as to found on them a formal charge 
against that officer of a deficiency in the respect and honour due to your Excel- 
lency’s exalted rank. , 


The tenor of the statements which Major Baillie had the honour to submit to 
your Excellency, in answer to the charges contained in your Excellency’s letter, 
to which I now reply, and in your letter to his address of the 7th January, 
together with the reports which [ have received from him of his proceedings in 
the several cases to which your Excellency refers, enable me to return a specific 
answer to every part of your letter. 


Your Excellency first states, that ‘‘ Major Baillie, in consequence of dissatis- 
faction with your Excellency for some time past, has failed in those observations 
of respectful consideration in his letters which were practised by the Residents at 
your Excellency’s Court.” 


Major Baillie'is in the habit of communicating to the Governor-General in 
Council copies of all letters and memorials which he is called on to address to 
your Excellency in the course of his official duty. : 


Many of those papers contain urgent representations and remonstrances to 
your Excellency on points of discussion between your Excellency and _ the 
Resident, equally affecting the honour and interests of the two Governments, in 
which the Resident was required, both by the nature of the subject and the tenor 
of the instructions under which he acted, to employ the language of complaint 
and expostulation. In such discussiuns, it must necessarily happen that senti- 
ments and expressions will occur which cannot be altogether agreeable to your 
Excellency ; but while this is admitted, I am compelled to state my dissent 
from your Excellency’s opinion, that there is any thing in the style of Major 
Baillie’s addresses which can bear the construction of intemperance or disrespect. 
1 can only, therefore, account for their having appeared to your Excellency in 
that point of view, from the dissatisfaction which your Excellency felt at the 
repeated instances of the Resident, on subjects in their nature unpleasant to 
your Excellency’s feelings. 


Your Excellency must be sensible, however, that Major Baillie would have 
neglected his duty to the Government which he serves, as well as your Excel- 
lency’s true interests, if he had omitted to exert all his powers of persuasion 
and argiunient to'prevail on your Excellency to comply with the just and rea- 
sonable expectations of this Government. It has been at all times, and is still 
in your Excellency’s power, to relieve yourself from the discussion of these 
unpalatable subjects, by acquiescing in a so just and moderate, and so 
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clearly conducive to the true interests of your Government; but while your Ex- 
cellency shall continue to disregard the friendly counsel of the British Govern- 
ment, and of the Resident as the representative of that Government, and shall 
withhold a compliance with its just demands, or salutary advice, your Excellency 
must be prepared to receive similar representations, as it is impossible that I can 
discontinue my efforts to accomplish objects which I am entitled by treaty, and 
impelled by the manifest interests and reputation of the two Governments, as well 
as by the common feelings of humanity, to pursue. 


Your Excellency next proceeds to state, that Major Baillie prevented you 
from going on a hunting excursion. After the satisfactory statement which 
Major Baillie has submitted to you on this point, I trust your Excellency will 
excuse me from enlarging on the subject. 


The next article of complaint against Major Baillie stated in your Excellency’s 
letter, is expressed in the following terms: ‘ At a recent conference, on Satur- 
“day the 14th Zeehijy (19th December), he, Major Baillie, observed to me in 
“ great anger, that he considered the respectful consideration which he has 
‘* hitherto shewn to the Presence as improper: that with regard to certain ques- 
‘* tions requiring adjustment my consent was unnecessary ; that it behoved him, 
‘in compliance with the requisitions of the elder Begum, to send his own people 
‘and place her in possession of the disputed villages, to send his own people 
** to adjust the complaints of the Honourable Company’s sepoys, and possess 
‘ them of their rights agreeably to their request, and to send a servant of his 
‘© own to pass Hyder Bukhsh out of the city.” 


~ 


The clear and satisfactory statement of the substance of what passed at the 
conference between your Excellency and Major Baillie, on the 14th of Zeehijj, 
contained in his letter to your Excellency’s address of the 2d of January, and 
resting on the acknowledged integrity and veracity of that officer, leaves no 
room to doubt that your Excellency must have entirely misapprehended the 
tenor, spirit, and manner of his discourse to your Excellency on that occasion. 
That part of Major Baillie’s representation which related to the eventual employ- 
ment of the British troops for the suppresson or seizure of banditti infesting the 
Company’s provinces, was made by my express direction, and was founded on 
the absolute right which we possessed of resorting to our own ineans of obtaining 
that redress and security which was denied by your Excellency, in direct contra- 
diction to the spirit of the alliance. 


I have now learned with the most cordial satisfaction that your Excellency 
has acquiesced in the arrangement which the Resident has again proposed to 
your Excellency by my orders. The gratification which this result of the dis- 
cussion has afforded me is proportioned to the regret which I should have expe- 
rienced if your Excellency’s perseverance in refusing to comply with the just 
expectations of this Government had compelled me to resort to the only means 
which would then have remained of providing for the security and tranquillity of 
the Honourable Company’s possessions. I am willing to receive your Excellency’s 
consent to this arrangement as a proof ‘of your desire to afford satisfaction to the 
British Government on all points connected with your administration, by which 
its interests are affected. 


With regard to the subjects of difference between your Excellency and her High- 
ness the Bhow Begum, which were referred to by Major Baillie, your Excellency 
is aware that the British Government not only possesses the right, but is under a po- 
sitive obligation to protect and secure her Highness’srights, and to investigate and 
determine all disputes that may arise between her Highness and your Excellency, 
or between your respective officers and servants. It is superfluous to refer more 
particularly to the terms of an engagement which I have so recently had occasion 
to bring under your Excellency’s particular notice in my letter of the 8th May 
last. Major Baillie was perfectly justified in agitating the subject with your 
Excellency, and in expecting your acquiescence in his judgment, without 6 
special reference to my authority. 


The 
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The case of Mal Tewarree, naick, a sepoy in the service of the British Go- 
vernment, is so striking an instance of oppression and extortion on the part of 
one of your Excellency's Aumils, practised against a person actually in the 
service of the Company, and consequently entitled in a peculiar degree to the 
protection of this Government, that Major Baillie would have shrunk from his 
duty, if he had not strongly urged your Excellency to take measures for 
redressing the grievances of that unfortunate person and of others of the same 
class suffering similar injuries. His conduct, therefore, was exactly that which 
he would have been instructed to pursue, had the case been such as to require 
a reference to my authority. 


The case of Hyder Bukhsh was submitted to me by the Resident previously 
to my receipt of your Excellency’s letter ; but before my instructions to Major 
Baillie on that subject were prepared, I had the satisfaction to learn, by a com- 
munication from that officer, that your Excellency had permitted Hyder 
Bukhsh to depart from Lucknow. This happy termination of the affair renders 
it unnecessary to pursue the subject further. : 


However repugnant to your Excellency’s feelings may have been the agita- 
tion of the questions above referred to, [ am unable, as I have already stated, 
to perceive any thing in Major Baillie’s share of the conference which ought to 
have given offence to your Excellency. 


With regard to what your Excellency states, of Major Baillie’s having falsi- 
fied your words, it is necessary to observe, that the Resident is bound by the 
obligations of his duty to adopt such measures as will serve to ascertain the real 
nature of the facts and circumstances of any case which becomes a subject of 
negotiation and discussion between your Excellency and him, and to state 
explicitly to your Excellency the result of those measures. It must, therefore, 
occasionally happen, that the representations of the Resident, deduced from 
proofs and arguments, in his judgment conclusive, differ from the communica- 
tions of your Excellency on the same subject. ‘This course of proceeding on 
the part of the Resident cannot be justly characterized by the expression of 
‘“‘ falsifying your Excellency’s words ;” an expression indicating a rudeness of 
language, of which I perceive no trace in the correspondence before me, and 
of which I am satisfied that Major Baillie is incapable. 


I am equally at a loss to discover the ground of your Excellency’s allegation, 
that “the wish of the Resident now is to settle all matters in his own way, and 
‘¢ merely to apprize your Excellency of the settlement ;’”’ since it is well known 
to your Ceeclioug, that many arrangements and measures, calculated for your 
Excellency’s benefit and that of your subjects, and for the advantage of the 
British Government, as affected by the prosperity of the state of Oude, have 
either been suspended or relinquished, for no other cause than the forbearance 
which has hitherto been shewn by the British Government in urging your Excel- 
lency to comply with requisitions which it is entitled to prefer, and with advice 
to which your Excellency is bound to conform, but which both directly in 
letters from myself and through the organ of the Resident have repeatedly been 
urged in vain. Such forbearance, if carried too far, becomes censurable remiss- 
ness ; but it shews how entirely opposite the facts are to any encroachment on 
your Excellency’s independent authority. I entreat your Excellency to reflect 
on the consequences of a continued opposition to the just demands, and a perse- 
vering disregard of the advice, of the British Government, whether offered 

directly from myself or through the Resident. 


I have deemed it incumbent on me to enter into this explanation, for the 
purpose of vindicating the conduct of an officer of high and unblemished cha- 
racter who possesses a distinguished place in my confidence and esteem, and 
whose zeal and activity, in endeavouring to carry into effect the views of the 
British Government for the promotion of your Excellency’s genuine interests 
and the prosperity of both States, appear unfortunately to have exposed him to 
your Excellency’s displeasure. I trust, however, that deliberating on the sen- 
timents expressed in this letter, and giving a fair and impartial consideration to 
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the passages in Major Baillie’s written and verbal communications, which form 
the grounds of your Excellency’s complaint, you will see reason to recall the 
charges of disrespectful and intemperate conduct and language which you have 
imputed to him. 


Having thus replied to the charges against the Resident as they are stated in - 
your Excellency’s letter, I proceed to offer such further remarks as have been 
suggested to my mind by the perusal of your Excellency’s answer to the letter 
addressed to you by the Resident on the 2d of January, and of the Resident's 
rejoinder. 


In your Excellency’s reply to Major Baillie you have referred to two specific 
letters, one on the subject of reform, and one respecting Hyder Bukhsh, as 
affording proof of disrespect towards your Excellency; and you have referred 
also to specific occasions of verbal communications with the Resident, in which 
his language was indicative of resentment. .I am compelled to express my 
dissent from the opinion stated by your Excellency respecting those two letters, 
With regard to the latter article of charge, it 1s of course impossible for me to 
judge of the tone of verbal communications; but I think myself warranted in 
giving implicit credit to the Resident’s assurances and explanations on that 
head, as contained in his own reply to your Excellency’s letter above referred 
to. Onthe whole, I cannot allow that your Excellency has succeeded in esta- 
blishing or enforcing any charge against the Resident, by the more particular 
statement contained in that letter. To enter into a minute examination of that 
staternent, would be little more than to repeat what I have already represented 
to your Excellency. 


At the commencement of this address I have alluded to a late change in the 
style and manner of your Excellency’s letters to the Resident, as brought to my 
notice by the correspondence which passed between your Excellency and him, 
subsequently to his letter to your Excellency of the 2d January, and expressed 
my intention of adverting to it more particularly. I now proceed to fulfil that 
intention. | 


Major Baillie, agreeably to the intimation contained in his letter to your 
Excellency of the 8th January, has transmitted to me, for inspection, copies of 
a number of letters from the late Nawaub Asuf-ood-Dowlah, to Mr. Ives and 
Mr. Lumsden, from those gentlemen to the late Nawaub, from your Excellency 
to Mr. Lumsden and Colonel Scott, and from the latter to your Excellency. 
Having directed the proper officer to prepare and submit to me a report on this 
subject, founded on a careful revision of those documents and a comparison of 
the style of writing at present employed by your Excellency, and that which 
your predecessor, and formerly your Excellency yourself, observed in letters to 
the Resident, I find Major Baillie’s statement on that subject, contained in his 
letter to your Excellency of the 8th of January, to be perfectly accurate. It is 
demonstratively shewn, that while Major Baillie has scrupulously observed, nay 
exceeded, the respectful forms of address employed by former Residents, your 
Excellency has departed entirely from those which were uniformly employed by 
the late Nawaub, and, in the earlier part of your administration, even by your 
Excellency yourself, and has assumed a style of address in your letters to the 
Resident, not only degrading to him but to the Government which he repre- 


sents. 


It is unnecessary to recite the particular expressions, as they occur in your 
Excellency’s letters and those of Major Baillie, on which the above remark is 
founded. They will be sufficiently obvious to your Excellency’s discerning 
mind, by a comparison of the Jetters which passed between your Excellency and 
the present Resident, and the documents which Major Baillie submitted to your 
Excellency with his letter of the 8th of January. ) 


I regret most sincerely, that a disinclination, on the part of the successive 


Residents at your Excellency’s Court who have been the objects of this inde- 
decorous 
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corous proceeding, to trouble your Excellency on matters of form, should 
have suffered this, evil to continue for such a length of time; but: as it has now 
been brought to the notice of this Government, more especially by means of a 
complaint on your Excellency’s part against its representative, of a want of 
respect in the language of his letters, I cannot permit it to continue; and your 
Excellency must allow me to express, in the strongest and most explicit terms, 
my desire and expectation that. you should revert to those observances of re- 
spect, which were uniformly practised from the early periods of the inter- 


course between the two States, until they were set aside by your Excellency’s 
own act. 


‘I consider your Excellency’s immediate compliance with this requisition to 
be essential to the maintenance of the dignity of the British Government and 
of its accredited representative at your Excellency’s Court, and I rely with 
confidence on your immediate attention to it. 


Your Excellency may be assured, that as no just cause of offence has been 
given to you in this respect hitherto, so the future correspondence of ‘the 
Resident will always be conducted in strict conformity to those observances of 
respect and honour which are due to your exalted rank and station, and wih 
every possible regard to your Excellency’s feelings, on the points on which it 
will be his duty to address you. 


It only remains to reply to that part of your Excellency’s letter which relates 
to your desire to travel. On that point Major Baillie has been instructed to 
on known my sentiments to your Excellency; and I have only to state in 
this place, that when your Excellency shall have made the necessary arrange- 
ment for the administration of your Government during your absence, and shall 
be pleased to apprize me of the time you may fix for your departure, every prac- 
ticable arrangement shall be made to facilitate the accomplishment of your 
wishes, and for your honourable reception and entertainment during your pro- 
gress through the British territories. 


Major Baillie has received my instructions on every point comprehended 
in this letter, and I request your Excellency to consider his representations 


as proceeding directly from myself, and equally demanding your attention 
and regard. 


A true copy: 


(Signed) J. Apam, 
Secretary to Government. 





To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

1. You were apprized, by my despatch of the 22d January, of the intention 
ofthe Right Honourable the Governor-General to address his Excellency the 
Vizier, in reply to the letter from his Excellency which accompanied your 
despatch of the 4th ag pest I am now directed to transmit to you the enclosed 
English draft of his Lordship’s letter: the letter itself’ will be forwarded to 


you by the Persian Secretary to the Government as soon as it can be 
prepared. j 


2. You will observe that the Governor-General has replied specifically to 


every point of the Vizier’s charge against you, and has confirmed and enforced 
the statement contained in your letters to his Excellency’s address of the 2d 
and 8th January, of which translations accompanied your despatches of the 4th 
and 11th of that month. His Lordship has also called on the Vizier to revert 
in his epistolary intercourse with you to the forms of correspondence employed 
by his predecessors and by himself in the early part of his administration, in 
addressing the Resident at the Court of Lucknow. | 
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8. The sentiments of the Governor-General in Council on the several points 
embraced in the enclosed document, have been.cormmunicated to you in‘my 
letter of the @2d, in such detail as to render unnecessary’ any further observa- 


tions at present. - 


_ 4, His Lordship in Council is not aware of any additional arguments or 
representations on the general subject of the Governor-General’s letter which 
can be urged in confirmation of its contents. You will, however, accompany 
the delivery of it with such written or verbal communications on your own 
part, as you may judge to be best suited to the occasion. 


5. It was his Lordship’s wish to have taken this os of renewing his 
representations to the Vizier on the subject of the reform of his Excellency’s 
administration, and other points which have been lately agitated with his Excel- 
lency, and to reply to the Vizier’s letters on those subjects: it has been found 
absolutely necessary, however, to suspend the further consideration of them 
until a season of greater leisure. You will observe that they are hinted at in 
the enclosed document, and you will of course avail yourself of any opportu- 
nity of improving the impression which the present letter may be expected to 
a i on his Excellency’s mind with reference to those matters. 


I have, &c. 


Fort- William, : (Signed) J. Anam, 
5th March 1813. Secretary to Government. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 19th March 1813. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government. 
Sir: 

1. In continuation of the subject of my despatch of the 20th ultimo, I have 
now the honour of transmitting to you, for the further information of the 
Government, the enclosed copies of letters which I have received from the Judge 
and Magistrate of Elahabad and the communding officers of the troops at Sool- 
tanpore and Pertaubghur, in reply to my communication and instructions to those 
officers respectively, of the date abovementioned. 


2. The circumstances which are stated by Colonel Frith, in his letter of the 
5th instant, to my address, though they be neither new nor surprising to me, 
and have been frequently submitted already to the notice of his Lordship in 
Council, as well as insisted on to the Vizier, in the course of my correspondence 
with his Excellency on the important subject of reform, seem nevertheless worthy 
to be recorded, as an additional and authentic proof of the manifest justice and 
necessity of the measures recommended to the Vizier in the Right Honourable 
the Governor-General’s letter of the 28th of December 1810. | ; 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baruxte, 
Sth March 1815. | Resident. . 


rg" 
.. To 
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To Major‘ Baillie, Resident at Lucknow, &c. &c. 
Sir: _ _ | | 
1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20th 
instant with its enclosures, and am much gratified to learn the completion of the 
arrangements therein detailed. 7 —— 3 


@, Conformably to the desire expressed in the second paragraph of your 
letter, I have the honour to transmit a list, in the Persian language, of the fugi- 
- tives from this district, presumed at present to be secreted in his Excellency the 


Vizier’s territories. 
I have, &c. 


Zillah Elahabad, (Signed) T. Fortescue, 
‘97th February 1813. | : Magistrate. 


Ca) 


To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20th 
instant, containing directions regarding the apprehension of delinquents, for the 
seizure of whom I may receive requisitions from the Magistrate of Elahabad, 
and enclosing translation of instructions on the subject, issued by his Excellency 
the Vizier to the Aumils of the neighbouring districts. You may rely on the 
strictest attention being paid to the directions you have transmitted for my 
guidance. 

I have, &c. 


Sooltanpore, Oude, (Signed) F. Kyran, 
24th February 1813. Colonel, commanding at 
Sooltanpore, Oude. 


To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: . 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt.of your letter of the 20th 
instant, covering a translation of the instructions of his Excellency the Nawaub 
Vizier to the Aumils in this part of the country, on the subject of the apprehen- 
sion of certain banditti who have been in the practice of infesting the neichbour- 
ing districts of Elahabad, and also conveying your own Instructions on the same 
subject, and beg leave to assure you that.my best endeavours. shall be exerted 
to accomplish the object in view, in a manner that may be satisfactory to his 
Excellency, and in conformity with the very liberal authority which has been 
entrusted to me. 


I have the honour to acquaint you, that no intelligence, which could be at all 
depended upon, has lately been received, either by Lieutenant Ellison or myself, 
respecting any of the offenders whom the Magistrate at Elahabad wished tohave 
apprehended. It hence appears, that the seizure of Bisna Sing lately, and the 
active search which has since been made after ‘the others, has driven them out: 
of this part of the country, and I entertain sanguine hopes that the instructions 
of his Excellency to the Aumils, and the ample authority which you have been 
pleased to vest me with, will effectually prevent their return, or the recurrence 
of the depredations in the Elahabad district. 


I have the honour to enclose a copy of the last letter I received from Lieute- 
nant Ellison. His other communications lately being of the same tenor, I did not 
deem it necessarv to trouble you with them. 


I have, &c.. 
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Benga} Political To Lieutenant-Colonel‘Frith, commanding at-Pertaubghur. . 
Consultations, Bie : : a eee ree eee So 
19°’Mar. 1813. vs | 


—- Since I had ‘the pleasure of addressing you last, in ‘continuation of the subject 
_ Letter ftom — of those _banditti, I have not been able to gain the least intelligence of. them; 
Licutenant Ellison. although the Hircarrahs inform me that.they went. all.through -the. district of 
Sooltanpore, Oude, and in different parts of that country, and. through. the dif- 
ferent jungies, without giving the requisite information.5-: and. it.now. seems, from 
the intelligence communicated to me from-time to time, that they are-not inthis 
part of the country or about Sooltanpore, Oude, that I think they. must bave 
retreated to some other province for protection. 





I have, &e. a ee 
Camp at Kulla, (Signed) Cuaruys Exrison, 
Bhedowlee, 25th February 1813. Lieutenant, commanding a 
Detachment. 
Letter trom : 4 To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow,. | 
Lieutenant Colonel oe : 
Lyith. ve 


I have the honour to acquaint you, that in consequence of the Magistrate of 
Elahabad having signified that the detachment at Kulla Bhedowlee was no longer 
necessary With the view to the apprehension of certain offenders, Lieatenant 
Ellison, with the party under his command, has returned to cantonments, having 
first cautioned the Zemindars and others in that quarter against harbouring, in 
future, any fugitives from the neighbouring district of Elahabad. The Magis- 
trate’s people have also been instructed, whenever they may gain intelligence of 
any of the offenders, to give information thereof to me without loss of time, 
when, measures will be immediately adopted for their apprehension, The 
Magistrate has also furnished me with a list and description of the several indi- 
viduals he wishes to have seized. This, with the orders of his Excellency. the 
Nawaub Vizier, and the authority with which you have been pleased to invest 
me, will, I hope, enable me to prevent any cause of complaint in future, in regard 
to fugitives from the Company’s districts. In a conversation which. I had with 
Lieutenant Ellison on his return, he mentioned some particulars regarding the 
state of the country where he had been posted for the last three months, which 
I think it proper to communicate to you, although perhaps it may be exceeding 
the precise line of my duty., > — eS 


- Lieutenant Ellison stated, that the inhabitants of the village of Kulla Bhedow- 
lee, and of all the neighbouring villages, were in the most deplorable state. of 
poverty and distress; that they were generally afflicted with sickness, which 
appeared to him to arise from the scarcity of food and the badness of the quality 
of. that on which they subsisted, as.none of the sepoys or followers of his detach- 
ment got ill while he remained there. He also stated, that on. his arrival at 
Kulla Bhedowlee, the children of the village, to the number of about fifty, came 
out to his camp-in.a most famished and starving state; that the sepoys.of his 
detachment, from motives of pute humanity, fed them, and continued to: feed 
and employ them im little offices while they remained there, by which means 
many of their-lives were certainly: saved, and that when he marched away these 
children followed the detachment several coss. Lieutenant Ellison further men- 
tioned, that the principal inhabitants of Kulla Bhedowlee.and the neighbouring 
villagcs represented, that the extreme poverty, misery, and wretchedness which 
he ma proceeded from there. being no fixed or settled assessment of the 
revenue, and from the bad faith and oppression of the people employed ‘in col+ 
lecting it. That when an agreement was made, if the ‘crops proved defective; 
from a failure of rain or other cause, no remission was made, but the utmost rupee 
of the agreement exacted, whereby sufficient grain. was not left fo feed the 1mha- 
bitants until the next season came round. On the other hand,’ if the crops 
proved abundant and the season favourable, the full value was exacted, without 
any regard to the agreement. Thus, whether the seasons were good or bad, 
or the crops abundant or otherwise, it made no difference to the inhabitants, who 
were equally left without the means of subsistence. These exactions were 


enforced with such rigour, that it was not ;uncommon for Bramins ‘of sag ae 
ility 
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bility to be reduced to such a state of desperation,. as. in despain to-destroy thew- 
selves. One of these Bramins Lieutenant Ellison saw, who with a tulwar hal 
made a deep gash in his belly ;. but his. bowels fortunately eseaped injury, and 
his friends saved his life. 


-Many of the young men belonging to cantonments, who occasionally go out 
into the country shooting and hunting, have reported that similar complajnts 
have been made to them by the villagers. I am therefore apprehensive, that 
the above is but too just a picture of the miserable state of the inhabitants 
of this count ry. | 


E have, &c. 


Pertaubghur, (Signed) R. Freru, 
$th March, 18153: Lieutenant-Colonel, commauding. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 26th March 1813. 


To the Right Honourable Gilbert Lord Minto, Governor-General in Councit. 


My Lord : 

1. I have hitherto delayed to address your Lordship in Council in con- 
tinuation of the subject of my despatches of the 4th and 11th ultimo, or in 
reply to the important communication of your Lordship’s sentiments and. com- 
mands, which I have recently had the honour of receiving through the medmm 
of the Secretary to Government, in the expectation of receiving from the 
Vizier a recantation or renewal of his charges of intemperance and disrespect 
against myself, in the form of a reply to my letter under date the 8th ultimo, 
and also in the hope of being honoured with a further communication of your 
Lordship in Council’s instructions on the various points of discussion depending 
with his Excellency the Vizier, accompanied by copies of the answers to his 
Excellency’s letters to your Lordship, dated the 26th August, 8th of Septem- 
ber, 1st of December, and Ist of January last. 


2. The Vizier would seem determined to commit the issue of his complaint 
against me, in the decision of your Lordship in Council, to the documents 
already before you. I have no reason to believe that his Excellency meditates 
a reply to my letter of the 8th ultimo, though he be necessarily aware of its 
tendency to disprove his charge of intemperance, and to repel the accusation 
of disrespect in correspondence, by a well-founded and substantiated charge of 
offensive deviation, on his own part, from the established forms of address to. 
the representative of the British Government. 


3. The exercise of the duties of personal intercourse and official communi- 
cation, on my part, with his Excellency the Vizier, has suffered no interruption 
whatever in consequence of his extraordinary complaint ; nor has his Excel- 
lency been deficient in the observances of personal consideration for me,. nor 
less attentive than usual. to my suggestions on the subordinate points of dis- 
cussion which I have had occasion to bring to his notice. 


4. On the contrary, your Lordship in Council will have observed from my 
recent despatches to the Secretary, dated the 5th and 20th instant, that I have 
succeeded in effecting an arrangement for the regular supply of the British 
troops at Seetapore, and consequently at all the other stations in the Vizier’s 
territory ; and that I have further, though with much difficulty and after a 
great deal of vexatious discussion, obtained his Excellency’s consent to the 
employment of our troops in his dominions, on the requisition of the Magis. 
trates of contiguous districts, for the apprehension of offenders against our 
Government. 


5. With the view of exhibiting to your Lordship the unhappy disposition of 
his Excelleney’s mind, the character and grounds of his resistance to every 
5 F proposal, 
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‘proposal, the most viawple,unebjectionable; and-salutary; which our Goverm.. 


iiertt may have ocedsion to suggest to him, and the extraordinary: difficulties 
whieh oppose the successful conduct of the duties of your Lordship’s repre- 
sentative at his court, I have the honour of submitting for your perusal: trans. 
lations of a letter and statements received: frum his Excellency, in answer to 
my commnnication of the orders of Government dated the 29th ultimo, and 
referred to in the concluding paragraph of my despatch of the 20th instant to 


the Secretary in the Political Department. 


6. His Excellency sets out in his statement with an evasion of your Lord- 
ship’s desire, that his unwarrantable suspicion and jealousy of the measures 
and counsels of our Government should be disavowed, or the grounds of them 
explained and substantiated, and he exhibits a view of the proposul for the 
employment of our troops in his dominions which is obviously erroneous and 
false; for if the British Government had ever wished or intended to take 
measures for the apprehension of delinquents in his Excellency’s territory 
without his previous knowledge and consent, the proposal which was the sub- 
ject of discussion could never obviously have been made to him; and thus the 
unhappy disposition of his Excellency’s mind has perverted a friendly applica- 
cation on the part of our Government for his acquiescence in a just and neces. 
sary arrangement, into a premeditated design of carrying that arrangement 
into effect of its own authority, without his Excellenty’s knowledge or consent, 
to the prejudice of’ his rights as a sovereign. , 


7. It is, in fact, the right of the British Government to advise-and to press 
its advice upon any point to his Excellency, (unquestionable as this right must 
be considered under the spirit and letter of the treaty) that has ever been irk- 
some to his Excellency’s mind, and to infringe or evade which is his constant 
aim and pursuit by every means in his power; because that advice must be 
generally hostile to the gratification of his favourite passions, and because every 
occasion of his acquiescence, whatever the subject: may be, is misrepresented 
by his evil advisers, or misconstrued by the natural jealousy of his own temper, 
into a confirmation of the original right of interference in the concerns of his 
Government, which, according to his conception, has been: already essentially 
impaired, and may be eventually lost by prescription. | 


8. The exercise of our right to advise is therefore uniformly resisted, as an 
encroachment on his Excellency’s power and authority ; and in every case like 
the present, where a plausible ground for resistance may be wanting, his Excel- 
lency does not hesitate to misrepresent the object of our suggestion or advice, 
as he has done on the present occasion, perverting an application for his con- 
sent to the march of a detatchment. of our troops to a short distance from a fron- 
tier station of his territory, for a just and necessary purpose, into a design of 
‘‘ employing our troops without his consent, to carry off any offender from any 
village or town in his country, nay even from the capital of his dominions.” 


9. The perversenéss and absurdity of a misconstruction or misstatement like 
this is too apparent to have escaped his Exccllency’s notice, even at the time 
when he applied it as an argument; yet he maintained it at our conference on 
this subject on the 20th ultimo for a very considerable time, and though I fre- 
quently begged him to recollect, and ultimately read to him the terms of your 
Lordship in Council’s proposition, which literally assumes for its basis a state 
of circumstances quite inconsistent with any that could be contemplated 
in Lucknow, namely, the influence of the misconduct of his Excellency’s 
officers at a distance to defeat the views of our Government, and the purposes 
of his own orders, in the seizure of public offenders, he still persisted in pre- 
tending a belief that his acquiescence in the proposed arrangement would lead 
to our adoption of similar measures throughout his territory, and even in his 
capital, under his eye. : 


10. L asked his Excellency ifhe considered himself to be bound by the spirit 
ot’ the subsisting alliance, and by the terms of the arrangement with Mar- 


‘quess Wellesley, to seize and deliver over offenders against our Government 


who might find refuge in any part of his dominions ; and on his answering 
: questior 
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question in the affirmative, I inquired whether or not he himsélf, ‘or any other 


person in his dominions, could doubt his ability to discharge this obhiation, . 


‘with! reference'to offenders who might at any time be concealed in Lucknow. 
To this inquiry his Excellency immediately replied, that neither his inclination 
nor ability could be doubted ; and on my pointing to the natural inference from 
‘this avowal, namely, his compliance with every requisition for the seizure of 
‘delinquents in Lucknow, as superseding both the use and the object of your 
Lordship in Council’s proposition, his Excellency reluctantly departed from tlic 
untenable argument which he had urged. 

11. The succeeding paragraphs of his Excellency’s statement contain a 
departure from his original demand of the association of his officers with ours in 
the execution of the required service,.and a requisition, equally injurious, of 


renewed and specific application, through the circuitous medium of the Resi-- 


‘dent, for the seizure of every offender, after the place of his concealment should 
be known, 


12. The manifest tendency of this requisition to frustrate your Lordship’s 
views in the arrangement proposcd to his Excelleney, could scarcely require to 
-be explained. It was, in fact, a direct and unqualified rejection of the only new, 
and the most essential, part of the proposition contained in the Chief Secretary’s 
despatch of the 21st of August 1812; for his Excellency had never objected 
to the employment of our troops on specific application being made to him for 
the seizure of any offender, and the general authority applied for under the 
recent.orders of the Government was the only subject of discussion on which 
the smallest hesitation had been shewn ; so that my consent to his Excellency’s 
proposal, however artfully and plausibly desired, with a view to the preserva- 
tion of his authority, would have been, in fact, a total dereliction of the arrange- 
ment which your Lordship in Council had prescribed. The manner in which 
this part of the question was ultimately adjusted between us, to the apparent 
satisfaction of both, has been explained in my despatch to the Secretary under 
date the ZOth instant, and does not require to be repeated. 


18. The remark in his Excellency's statement having reference to his rejec- 
tion of the proposal which was made to him originally by Lord Wellesley and 
withdrawn by the late Lord Cornwallis, has an obvious tendency to confirm the 
observation submitted in a preceding paragraph of this despatch, namely, that 
the Vizier considers every instance of his acquiescence in the counsels of the 
British Government as a confirmation of, and every occasion of successful 
resistance to its advice as tending to weaken, our right of interference in his 
Iexcellency’s concerns, 


14, The concluding paragraph of his Excellency’s letter is worthy of parti- 
cular notice. It is the uniform practice of the Vizier to apply his territorial 
cession to the Honourable Company under the fictitious character of a gratuity, 
as a set-off against every proposal of our Government, however salntary in its 
nature and objects, beneficial to his Jixcellency’s Government, and even sanc- 
tioned by the letter of the Treaty of Cession, that may operate in the smallest 
degree against his feelings, caprices, or self-interested and personal views. 


15. I have always considered it to be my duty to remonstraté, in unqualified 
terms, avainst so strange and so wilful a misconception of the principles of the 
Treaty of Cession as the above, whenever the Vizier has adduced it; and, on 
the present occasion, I laboured with more than my usual earnestness, and I 
trust with considerable success, to convince his Exccllency’s mind of the weak- 
ness and unworthiness.of the arguments which are adduced at the close of his 


statement, 


16. Our subsidiary alliances with their Highnesses the Nizam and the 
Peishwa, } proved to his Excellency to be the same in every respect, in their 
principle, nature, and beneficial objects to both parties, with the treaty of 1801, 
concluded between his Excellency and Lord Wellesley. The nature and extent 
of his Excellency’s territorial cession, as of districts originally acquired, with 
one or two trifling exceptions, by the power of the British arms, and transferrei 
to his Excellency’s ancestors, I described as exactly the same'with the cessions 
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Rengal Pobtical of the Nizam and the Peishwah ; proportioned, too, in a similar manner, to. the: 

See iegipt hy amount of the pecuniary subsidy, and the other objects of the alliance, as tegu-_ 
oe lated by former treaties: nay, that the benefits acquired by his Excellency, in 

es exchange for tlfe cession of which he boasted as a gratuity, were decidedly 

from Resident at greater and more essential than had accrued to the other States; and that the 

Luckuow, only circumstance which was wanting to perpetuate and improve in his posses. 

sion, and in that of his descendants, the advantages of the treaty of 1801, 

was his Excellency’s cordial concurrence in the necessary meastres of reform 

recommended by your Lordship in Council; his own performance, in fact, 

of the only important stipulation of that treaty which now remained to be 


fulfilled. 


17.. Of his Excellency’s ‘* other acts of friendship during the progress of the 
«* Mahratta war,” I observed tHat it was by no means my wish to detract from 
the merit of those services, which the Government had acknowledged in suit- 
able terms as they occurred, and would always be disposed to compensate by 
similar demonstrations of friendship; but that the question which we were 
then engaged in cliscussing was obviously not of a nature to admit of such 
arguments as those, since his Excellency’s obligation by treaty to apprehend 
and deliver over marauders and other offenders against our Government finding 
refuge within his dominions, was not to be compromised or set aside by any 
gratuitous acts which he had the option of performing or not; and, on the 
vther hand, the protection of our subjects against those marauders, by re- 
quiring a fulfilment of his obligation, was a positive duty on our part, which 
no ene of friendship for his Excellency could ever entitle us to 
neglect. 


18. Having thus disposed ot the whole of his Excellency’s statement, in a 
manner that seemed to convince him of the inefficacy of the arguments which 
it contained, I animadverted on the nature of his comments on the substance 
of the several documents conveyed to me by the Secretary’s despatch under 
date the 29th ultimo, and translated for his Excellency’s perusal. The sole 
object and the obvious tendency of those documents, I observed, was to 
exhibit and to prove to his Excellency the ready and cheerful acquiescence of 
their Highnesses the Nizam and Dowlut Rao Scindia, in proposals, on the part 
of our Government, exactly similar to those which his Excellency had so often 
rejected ; while the grounds of our propasal to his Excellency were manifestly 
stronger than the others, since the injuries which the arrangement under dis- 
cussion was intended and calculated to remove had been borne and submitted 

~ to patiently for a period of ten years, under every circumstance of aggravation, 
and without any hope of redress, save by the measures that we had ultimately 
suggested te his Excellency, and which had been proposed to the other States 
and acquiesced in, on the first occasion of a necessity for resorting to them. 
Could this observation, J asked, be refuted by his Excellency’s comments ; and 
if not, to what purpose did they tend? Could the united substance of his 
ixcellency’s letter to my address, and of the declaration and statement which 
it conveyed, be viewed by his Excellency, on reflection, in the light of a 
satisfactory reply to my letter conveying a translation of the orders of Govern- 
ment and of the documents referred to in those orders; or as a just cause, or 
even plausible pretext for his Excellency’s continued resistance to the arrange- 
ment, which those orders prescribed, which I had proved to be necessary and 
anexceptionable, and which other States less closely connected with our Go- 
vernment than his Excellency’s had readily and cheerfully agreed to, on the 
first occasion of its being proposed to them ? The association and co-operation 
of the Nizam’s officers and troops, or those of Scindia, with the officers of our 
Government, in the pursuit and suppression of marauders, had never beet? 
insisted on by his Highness the Nizam or by Dowlut Rao, as a condition, © 
their aequiescence in our views; nor had this co-operation on the part of the 
other States been-even ascertained to be injurious, as established by repeated 
experience, with a reference to marauders in Oude. In the instance of the 
Nizam, indeed, it was doubted whether or wot a requisition for the aid of his 
‘troops, and a communication with his Highness’s officers, were expedient; 


and, accordingly, it was left to the discretion of the British ofticers to aa : 
a 
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that requisition or not, without any objection whatever on the part of his 
Highness’s Government, exactly as suggested by me with a reference to his 
Excellency’s officers, whon, his Excellency had. insisted on uniting in the 
execution of the service proposed, to the manifest prejudice of its object. .In 
the instanve of Scindia, again, the deputation of an officer of his Government 
to attend-a detachment of; our troops, proceeded, on the Resident's application, 
and by fio means on Scindia’s desire; while the contrast between Scindia’s 
conduct and his Excellency’s, in regard to another, and a far more essential 
point, the admission of our troops into his territory, was deserving of par- 
ticular: remark. <A jealousy on the part of Dowlut Rao Scindia, with a 
reference to a measure like this, might have deserved consideration and in- 
dulgence, .,on grounds which it was unnecessary to explain, and which his 
Excellency knew to be inconsistent with British principles or faith, as well as 
to be totally inapplicable to the terms of our alliance with him, whose territory, 
power, aa authority, we were bound to protect and maintain, and whose true 
interests were all identified with our own. I intreated his Excellency to re- 
consider the nature and tendency of the ‘remarks with which he had thus 
again uttempted to oppose the just and necessary arrangement proposed by 
your Lordship for his acquiescence, and to hesitate ere he permitted me to 
record the ultimate grounds of’ his resistance, contained in the documents 
before me, to a measure entirely unexceptionable, and to which further 
resistance was unavailing, since his Excellericy was fully aware of the necessity 
of my carrying st into effect, with or without his concurrence, in the course 
of that very day. : : ~~ 


19. His Excellency had scarcely interrupted me during the whole of the 
preceding discourse, and he now made a pitiful] appeal to what he termed the 
paramount power and authority of your Lordship’s Government, declaring 
that he had neither the wish nor ability to oppose it, and that your Lordship 
might do what you pleased ; but that, foreseeing the total annihilation of his 
own power by the adoption of the measures proposed, he could never willingly 
consent tothem. [I replied that, if such were his genuine sentiments, after 
hearing ail the arguments which I had adduced to convince him that his fears 
were imaginary, any further discussion must be vain, and that I should imme- 
diately, though with real reluctance, proceed, in the execution of my duty, 
to issue the orders which were prepared to the commanding officers of our 
troops at the several stations on the frontier. : 


20. I then made a signal to get up, but his Excellency seemed unwilling to 
leave me‘in the determination which I had thus finally announced to him, and 
he begged me again to consider whether or not it were possible to reconcile 
the exdcution of the orders of Government with the preservation of his con- 
sequence and authority, and to act as his friend on the occasion. I answered, 
that they were perfectly reconcilable, and indeed could never be at variance, 
sinée your Lordship’s orders and views were uniformly directed to the main- 
tenance of ‘his Excellency’s just authority over his subjects and dominions, as 
weil as to'tlie mutual and more essential advantages of his Excellency’s Go- 
vertiment and your own; and that his Excellency had only to reconsider 


dispassionately the tenor of the original proposal, and the grounds on which it - 


was'supported; to be satisfied of the truth of this remark ; that his Excel- 
lency had: frequently admitted his obligation to execute of his own'authurity 
the service which we had required of him, namely, the seizure and surrender 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
26 Mar. 1813. 

Letter 
from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


of -crintinals'; that he had as frequently avowed his inclination to perform this: 
duty ;'and that the measures which: we had proposed to him were, in’ fact, 
prépused-with the view of supporting his Excellency’s authority, of enabling 
him; ‘by'the aid of our troops, to discharge an avowed obligation which ‘he: 


had no other ‘means of fulfilling. | | 


21. ‘He'tidw took up the Persian copies of instructions to our officers, af thie 
a » which f had prepared for his perusal, ‘and I begged hig), to say if there: 


were 


i y'‘thing'th the terms of those instructions to which he coyld reqgoha Hy 


+ 


objéct:’" He answered, that the general nature of them was the principal cause | 


of ‘His objactioti; that they did not specify any particular offender fo be, seized, | 


afy time’at whith the'troops were to move on this service, nor, in short, any 
- 5G - particular 
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particular purpose or place to which the operations ef our troops in his domi. 
nions should be Jimited. 


92. I replied, that there could be no motive whatever, on the part of our 
government, for withholding information on those points, under any circum- 
stances, from his Excellency, nor even from the officers of his Government, 
save a well-grounded fear of the connivance of the latter with offenders, so as 
to frustrate the object in view. But that, in fact, the particular information 
which his Excellency seemed to require was not now in the possession of any 
one, and could only be gradually obtained by the Magistrates of contiguous 
districts, whose spies would be employed to discover the places of the offender’s 
concealment, and who would issue their requisitions to commanding officers, 
and convey the necessary information to me, to be submitted to his Excellence 
at the very same instant of time; so that his Excellency might always be 
informed of the intended movement of the troops and ‘its object, before the 
actual movement took place. 


23. The Vizier took advantage of this suggestion on my part, to renew his 
original demand of a specific application from the Magistrate, through me, for 
his consent to the employment of our troops, on every occasion of the discovery 
of the place of an offender’s concealment; observing, that as I had now agreed 
to inform him of the Magistrate’s requisition and its object, and as I could have 
no doubt of his Excellency’s fidelity on those occasions, the Magistrate’s requi- 
sition might, without any injury, proceed through the usual channel of the 
Resident, after obtaining his Excellency’s consent. To this proposal J objected 
in the calmest possible manner, although irritated by his Excellency’s perverse- 
ness, submitting the manifest disadvantage and the total inutility of delay, as 
well as the probability of a disclosure of the circumstances to be communicated 
by the Magistrate, from their passing through so many offices and becoming 
known toa number of persons, before the execution of the service required or 
the movement of the troops for that purpose, 


24. His Excellency sullenly replied that * he was helpless,” or ysed words to 
that effect; and on a second signal from me we got up and proceeded to the 
door, where he commenced another pitiful complaint, and deplored in a manner 
unmanly and unbecoming, with tears in his eyes, the unhappy situation in 
which he was placed, unwilling, as well as unable, to contend with your Lord- 
ship on any point, and yet incapable of reconciling to his feelings the arrange- 
ment which your Lordship had proposed. 


25. I now perceived, or thought that I perceived in his Excellency’s coun- 
tenance snd manner, a serious apprehension of the consequences of any further 
resistance to our views; and I took advantage of this state of his feelings, by 
begging him to reflect on the extraordinary forbearance of the Government, 
not only on this question but also on a number of others, on which our advice 
had been offered to his Excellency in the genuine spirit of friendship, and with 
the purest possible motives, and had been treated with total disregard. ‘The 
justice and necessity of the employment of our troops, in the only effectual 
manner, for the seizure of offenders against our Government finding refuge 
and protection in this country, had been apparent for a series of years, had been 
frequently urged and demonstrated to his Excellency in the most amicable 
manner and by irrefragable proofs, and we were ultimately now reduced to the 
alternative of conniving at the pillage of our subjects in every district of our 
territory contiguous to his Excellency’s dominions, or adopting measures for 
their redress in direct opposition to his will. Was this a state of things to have 
been contemplated between the British Government and that of Qude? could 
such a state of circumstances exist between them for any protracted period of 
time? and if the unhappy result of the present discussion with his Excellency 
siiould extend to but a few of the other questions that were still depending and 
unsettled, did his Excellency contemplate the cansequences? and to whom were 
those consequences to be ascribed? I stated my extreme reluctance, on obvious 
grounds, to notice any part of the letter which his Excellency had recently 
addres.ed to your Lordship, till an answer to that Jetter should be received ; 


but the extrordinary contrast and inconsistency of the expressions at ie 
. a ' ‘close 
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close of that letter, with his Excellency’s uniform conduct of late years, and more 
particularly on the present occasion, were by far too striking to be overloaked. 
He had entreated your Lordship not to view him as on a footing with any other 
of the princes of India, but as entirely obedient to you in all things; and he 
had now afforded an example of the manner of his obedience to your will, by 
resisting to the last a most salutary and unexceptionable arrangement, no 
sooner proposed than acquiesced in by two other princes of India less closely 
allied to us than himself. 


96. The Vizier seemed greatly affected by the tendency of the foregoiag 
remark. Ile led me again to the table, and begged me to decide for him as a 
friend what was proper to be done on this oceasion. He wanted nothing but 
information of the measures proposed before they should be carried into execu- 
tion: even the names of the offenders to be seized, and the places of their 
supposed concealment, would suffice; and he would pledge himself never to 
make them known under any circumstances whatever. I answered, that I saw 
no objection whatever to his being furnished with a general list of all the offen- 
ders and fugitives from each of the districts in our dominions contiguous to his 
Excellency’s territory, before any requisition should be issued by the Magistrate 
of the district in question to our commanding officer at the frontier post; but 
that a specification of the place of concealment of any particuiar offender, or an 
application, through a circuitous channel, for the seizure of that offender after 
the place of his concealment should be known, was totally out of the question, 
and must prove in practice a dereliction of the object of our original proposal to 
his Excellency. | : 


27. At length, with apparent cordiality, his Excellency was pleased to accept 
of the degree of information which I offered, and desired me to give him, in 
writing, astatement of what I proposed. I accordingly committed to writing, 
in the Persian language, and delivered to his Excellency, au agreement in the 
following terms: ‘It is now finally settled, that the Resident’s instructions to 
‘* commanding officers, and the Vizier's orders to his Aumils, agreeably to the 
‘ copies prepared, shall be issued this day or to-morrow; that the Resident 
shall require from the Magistrates, and present to his Excellency the Vizier, 
general lists of the names of all fugitives and offenders, whose apprehension 
“ may be required, and until the list of offenders in each district be delivered to 
‘“ his Excellency, the movement of the troops shall not take place. His Excel- 
lency, on the other hand, voluntarily offers and promises, never to impart to 
any of the officers of his Government the names of the offenders in question ; 
and the above rules shall be observed on every future occasion, in the case of 
‘* new offenders arising, whom it may be the wish of the Magistrates to seize. 
‘* A list of their names shall be forwarded, before requisitions for their seizure 
‘“ be issued,” 


n~ 


g 


“ 


n~ 


~ 
~ 


wv” 


28. [In this manner, your Lordship in Council will observe, by my concession 
of a puerile and unmeaning request on the part of his Excellency the Vizier, 
which his Excellency might have offered with equal success at the commence- 
ment, a most vexatious discussion has been terminated, and the object of your 
Lordship in Council's instructions fulfilled. 


99. On arseview of this voluminous detail of my conference of the 26th 
instant with the Vizier, I feel some degree of hesitation in trespassing on your 
Lordships time by transmitting it for your perusal; yet, under an idea that as 
descriptive of the uniform character of the Vizier’s vexatious proceedings 
during a period of several years, and of the unhappy perverseness of his dispo- 
sition in every discussion with our Government, it may not be destitute of use, 
I discharge a duty in submitting it. 


80. My proceedings with reference to this arrangement, both beforeand after 
the conference, have been already reported to your Lovdghip, through she 
medium of the Secretary to Government. | 


81. I bave now the honour to acknowledge my receipt of the Secratary’s 
despatch under date the 22d ultimo, containing a commupicatioa.of your Lard- 
ship.in Couneil’s sentiments and commands on the subject of the Vizier's com- 

plaint, 
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oes) veel plaint, and the several questions connected with it ; to express my cheerful and: 
6 Mar. 1818; grateful concurrence in the justice of all the remarks which your Lordship has ° 
made on my conduct; and to offer a solemn assurance, that those remarks shall’ 





Letter ° form the guide of my future proceedings. 
om Resident at , | 
Lucknow. 32. My despatch to the Secretary te Government, under date the 16th ultimo, 


will have served to explain to your Lordship, the delicate and embarragsin 
predicament in which I was necessarily placed, with a reference to the case of 
Hyder Bukhsh, and will have constituted an additional apology for the uninten- 
tional error of my conduct regarding that person’s departure from Lucknow. 
In ascribing those errors to their true motive, your Lordship in Council has. 
been pleased to do me all the justice that I could desire. 


33. I await with considerable anxiety the receipt of your Lordship’s answers 
to the several letters from the Vizier which are noticed in the commencement of 
this despatch, and a communication of your Lordship in Council’s sentiments 
and commands on the various subjects of those letters. The deplorable case of 
her Highness the younger Begum at Elahabad in particular, which forms the 
principal subject of two of those letters, seems to merit your early consideration, 
and to require the adoption of more efficient measures than have hitherto beew 
tried, with a view to the satisfaction of her Highness’s just claims by her unkind 
and illiberal brother. — 

I have, &c. 





Lucknow Residency, oe (Signed) J, BArLuig, 
28th February 1813. Resident. 
Le Pe Oe eT fos ? 
Bee ie From his Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 19th February 1813.) 
No. 1. 


The translation of the orders of Government to your address, and of its 
enclosures, with the draft of instructions to Aumils, has been perused by the 
Presence, and therefore a paper, in the form of a declaration, and another con- 
taining the sentiments and wishes of the Presence, with a correct draft of the 
instructions to Aumils, are now sent for your perusal, enclosed in this shookha. 
After having attentively and deliberately perused the above documents, you will 
clearly submit to the Presence whether my requests can be acceded to or not. 


No. 2. 


In the translation of the orders of Government, regarding the apprehension 
of delinquents, it is stated that the nature and grounds of my unwarrantable 
suspicion and jealousy should be distinctly avowed, and substantiated by some 
satisfactory proof. The case is this: The only point in dispute, with a reference 
to this subject, is. the following. The British Government wishes to adopt 
measures for the apprehension of delinquents, marauders, and offenders against 
that- Government in my country, without my previous knowledge, and the 
Presence wishes that the above measures should be carried into effecc with its 
previous knowledge and consent, and thus that the accomplishment of the wish 
of your Government, which will prove highly gratifying to the Presence, be. 
effected in such a manner as to preserve the power and authority of the Presence 
as heretofore, with the assistance of the Honourable Company. Now, if the 
British troops stationed in my dominions shall, without the knowledge or consent 
of the Presence, seize and carry away any person whom they wish, from any 
village or town belonging to my country, nay even from Lucknow itself, and the | 
Presence, like every other inhabitant of the country, from the want of previous 
information be ignorant of the object of those proceedings, it is obvious that 
my power and authority are at an end, and that dominion, under such circum- 
stances, can have no charms for me whatever. <A detailed statement of. the 
nature and grounds of this remark, or of proofs to substantiate it, is evidently 
unnecessary. : enn 2 


‘With regard, again, to what is written, that ‘the commanding. officers.of 
“ the British: troops be authorized, on their receipt of intelligence trom. you.or. 


“from the Magistrates; accompanied by certain information of the: pal 
pie, * places 
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. 4 places of public offenders, to detach the troops under their command for. the 
- *© apprehension of such offenders, without any communication with my officers.” 
If it Me the wish of your Government to preclude my officers and Aumils from 
any knowledge or participation in your measures, this may be accomplished in 
the following manner, without any hindrance to the object in view, namely-: 
on every occasion, when the Magistrate of a contiguous district may write to you, 
to inform you that the seizure of a particular offender is required, and request 
you to issue your orders to a commanding officer to comply with the Magistrate’s 
requisition for the apprehension of such an offender, on his being pointed‘out by 
the Magistrate, you submit the application of the Magistrate, in the first instance, 
to the Presence, when permission will be granted by the Presence for your 
issuing your orders to the commanding officer, agreeably to the Magistrate’s 
request, and thus the desire of the Company’s Government will be fulfilled, and 
similar orders may be issued for the seizure of fugitives from my Government. 
If you consent to this arrangement, let me know ; andi it will certainly accom- 
plish the desire of your Government, as well as preserve the power and autho- 
rity of the Presence. | 


_ When the Most Noble Marquess Wellesley proposed that the British troops 
should enter the dominions of the Presence in pursuit of fugitives from the Bri- 
tish territory, and that, in like manner, the troops of the Presence might enter 
the British territories in pursuit of defaulters against this Government, this pro- 
posal was rejected by the Presence, although perfectly equal on both sides. 


From the translations of the letters enclosed and referred to in the orders of 
Government, nothing satisfactory can be decided, because the previous circum- 
stances connected with them are unknown, nor can these documents form any 
precedents for the Presence. What concern has the Presence in the affairs of 
others, and what comparison or resemblance can exist between the affairs of the 
Presence and those of others? Through friendship and unity alone I acceded to 
the wishes of your Government, and proved my obedience to its will, by ceding 
a portion of my country and disbanding the whole of my trogps, besides other 
acts of friendship which took place during the operations. against the fortress of 
Bhurtpore, &c.. 


No. 3. 


In the translation of Mr. Russell’s letter to Mr. Tod, the Magistrate of Ma- 
sulipatam, dated the 8th January 1813, it is stated that, ‘‘ there is no objection 
‘* on the part of the Nizam’s Government to the employment of our troops to 
“* seize the persons of the frecbooters mentioned in your letter,” &c. to the end 
of the paragraph. From the above sentence it is evident that a particular list of 
the names of the marauders must have been inserted in Mr. Tod's letter, and that 
the seizure of Ashwa Rao was desired by the Nizam himself. 


From the next paragraph of Mr. Russell's letter to Mr..Tod, enclosing orders 
from the minister to Meer Hedayet Alee, the Talookadar of Khummumet, 
directing him “ to obey any orders which he might receive from the officer com- 
“ manding the troops,” &c, (recapitulate), it is to be inferred that a particular 
communication was made to, and permission obtained from the Nizam, before 
the orders in question were issued. 


With a reference. to the last paragraph of the above letter, in which the Resi- 
dent states that ‘‘he has thought it better not to ask for the assistance of the 
‘© Nizam’s horse nor to make any communication,” &c. totheend. Mr. Russell 
in this paragraph has merely expressed his own thoughts and suspicions regarding 
the people in question. | 


In the translation of Mr. Tod’s Letter to the Secretary in the judicial départ- 
ment, Fort St. George, dated the 22d December 1819, it is written, that “it is 
‘* notoriously known that they are countenanced and protected by a Zemindar 
“ called Ashwa Rao,” &c. It is also stated, that “ if it should not be deemed 
“ expedient to proceed against Ashwa Rao, a party of horse should be employed,” 
&c. The first sentence is merely expressive of Mr. Tod’s opinion, and the 
second suggests the co-operation to the Nizain’s cavalry in the apprehension of: 
the marauders. | 
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In the translation of the letter from the Resident with Dowlut Rao Scimdia 
to his Lordship’s address, dated the 12th September 1812, it is written, that his 
‘““ Highness deputed a huzooreah,” &c. Itis further stated, that “ it was.qgttled — 
“ that our (the British) troops should have liberty to cross into the Muharajah’s 
“territory, for the apprehension of such violaters of the peace,” &c. and further, 
that ‘“ the Subadar of Gwalior was directed to afford every aid in his power,” &c. 

Now the Presence, in like manner, has no objection whatever to appoint # 
person, for the purpose of co-operating in such measures as may be adopted for 
the ease of the British subjects and tranquillity of the country, nor to issue any 
orders which are required to the several Aumils. But with regard to the British 
troops entering my dominions in pursuit of robbers, &c. as there were no British 
troops in the Maharajah’s country, if he did not accede to their coming, what else 
could he do? Whereas, in my country, British troops are already stationed, 
and these are sufficient for the punishment or seizure of all the offenders in 
question. | 

In the translation of Mr. Strachey’s letter to Mr. Adam it is stated, that ‘ in 
“ the uncertainty whether my comuunications,” &c. (recapitulate). In this 
letter, the co-operation of Dowlut Rao Scindia and his officers is apparent and 
manifest. | 

In the translation of Mr. Strachey’s letter to Mr. Halhed, Assistant to the 
Magistrate of zillah Agrah and Etawah, dated the 27th October 1819, it is 
written, “I requested that his Highness would send a party of horse to co-operate 
‘with them, in which his Highness immediately acquiesced,” &c. Co-operation: 
is also evident from this sentence. 

Again, in the translation of the orders issued by Maharajah Dowlut Rao 
Scindia to Bhugwunt Rao, the Naib of the Subadar ot Gwalior, dated the 27th 
of October 1812, the place of the rebel Lollgic’s residence, and the names of the 
villages whose Zemindars concealed and protected him are specified, and from 
the tenor of the above order it ts clear that his Wighness’s permission must have 


been previously asked and obtained. 

From the translation of Mr. Strachev’s letter to Mr. Halhed, dated the 30th of 
October 1812, it appears that an application was made by him to the Maharajah 
for a letter to his Highness’s Aumil of Omree. 

From ditto to ditto, dated the Ist of November 1812, previous application and 
co-operation are apparent. | 

T'rom Mohoroba Hurry’s letter to Lalla Lokeman, dated the 1st November 1812, 
aid and co-operation are very clear and apparent. 

In the translation of Mr. Strachey’s letter to Mr. Halhed, dated 3d November 
1812, previous application, co-operation, and great degrec of consideration ‘for 
Scindta are obvious. 

From the translation of Mr. Strachey’s letter to Captain Popham, dated the 
©0th November 1812, the orders issued by Dowlut Rao Scindia for the aid, 
assistance, and co-opcration of his officers in the punishment of offenders are 
evident. 

From ‘tlie translation of orders issued by Dowlut Rao Scindia to Khundoo 
Huzooreah, dated’the 20th November 1812, the aid and co-operation, &c. of his 
officers dre also very clear. 

The orders issued to Ramchund, Koomasdar of Omree, are in similar terms to 
the orders issued to Khundoo Huzooreah. 

True translations : | | 
(Signed) J. Baruxrr, 
| ‘Resident. 
Teo 


oe 
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To Major Bajllie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: - 

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch to the address 
of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, under date the 
asth ultimo, principally relating to the arrangement which has been finally set- 
tled with His Excellency the Vizier for the pursuit and seizure of delinquents 
within his Excellency’s dominions, with a detail of the conference which you 
held with his Excellency on that subject on the 20th of the same month. 


g. The Governor-General in Council directs me to state, that the perusal of 
the report of yogr conference with his Excellency the Vizier has impressed him 
with a high sense of the address and ability with which it was conducted on your 
part. His Lordship in Council’s approbation of the judgment and firmness 
which you have uniformly manifested during the whole course of this long and 
vexatious negotiation, and with which you have now brought it to a successful 
termination, has already been signified to you in a letter of the 5th instant. 


3. On the other topics alluded to in the concluding paragraph of your despatch 
above acknowledged, you will receive a communication of his Lordship ia 
Council’s sentiments at a future period, when the pressure of other important 
public affairs shall admit of the subjects to which they refer being taken into his 
Lordship in Council’s consideration. 


I have, &c. 
Fort-William, (Signed) J. Anam, 
26th March 1813. Secretary to Government. 





Read again a despatch from the Resident at Lucknow, under date the 20th 
ultimo, rccorded on the proceedings of the 5th instant, transmitting copies of 
circular letter addressed to officers commanding British troops in the Vizier’s 
dominions, of instructions issued by the Vizier to his Aumils, and of a letter to 
the Magistrate of Elahabad, on the subject of seizing robbers and marauders 
who find shelter within his Excellency’s territories. 


Read also a despatch from the Resident at Lucknow, under date the 22d 
ultimo, recorded on the proceedings of the ....ccccccceee transmitting a copy 
of a letter addressed to the Judge and Magistrate of Lareilly on the same 
subject. 


Ordered, That copies of the enclosures in the abovementioned despatches 
from the Resident at Lucknow be recorded for information in the Judicial De- 
partment. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 15th Afay 18153. 


To the Right Honourable Gilbert Lord Minto, Governor-General tn Council, 
&c. &c. Kc. 
My Lord: 


1. Your Lordship’s letter to the address of his Excellency the Vizier, under 
date the Sthof March last, in reply to his Excellency’s letter of the Ist January, 
was received from the Persian Department on the 27th ultimo. My desire of 
being furnished with a copy of the Persian Secretary’s repoit on the forms of 
correspondence with the Vizier, to be submitted to his Excellency in explana- 
tion of a portion of your Lor«dship's Ictter, having reference to that. subject, 
induced me to postpone the delivery of the letter to tne Vizier until the morning 
of the 13th instant, when I announced my intention of breakfasting with his 
Excellency'tor this purpose. : 


2. The Vizier was prevented by a slight indisposition from receiving my visit 
On the morning of the 13th-instant, and his Excellency did me the honour to 
breakfast with me on the morning of the following day. 


8st 
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3. I prefaced the delivery of the letter by referring to: my usual practice of 
reading in his Excellency’s presence all letters on subjects of importance, with 
the delivery of which I might be charged under the orders of the Governor- 


General, and I explained the cause of my departure from that practice on the 


present occasion to be the delicate nature of the principal subject of the letter, 
as it related to my own character and conduct. I begged his Excellency to 
reconsider the grounds of his complaint against me, and your Lordship's senti- 
ments regarding them, in a calm and dispassionate manner; and I expressed 
my reliance on his Excellency’s justice and impartiality, for bis ultimate acqui- 
escence in the judgment which your Lordship in Council had pronounced. I 
begged him to be assured of my disposition to take no other advantage of your 
Lordship’s decision in my favour, than that of renewing my ardent endeavour to 
cultivate his Excellency’s good-will and to promote the honour of his Govern- 
ment; and I ventured with confidence to predict to him, that the result of his 
late misconception of my expressions and motives would prove the means of a 
more cordial friendship between us, and of our more ready concurrence than 
heretofore in the measures and views of each other. I adverted to his Excel- 
Jency’s indisposition of the preceding day, as a cause for my limiting the busi- 
ness of that interview to the delivery of your Lordship’s letter, and for refraining 
from any discussion on the merits of the questions at issue, as they were treated 
or referred to in your Lordship’s instructions to me. 


4. There was one question, however, which I stated to his Excellency to require 
my immediate notice, with a view to the proper regulation of the forms of cor- 
respondence between us, in order that no interruption of our official correspon- 
dence might take place, and that his ExceHency might at once be apprised of 
the terms on which alone I was authorized to receive his letters in future. His 
Excellency could not require to be informed, that a striking alteration had been 
made in the manner of his written communications with the British Resident at 
his durbar, shortly after his accession to the musnud ; nor could it be necessary 
for me to repeat the observations whicl: his Excellency would find in your Lord- 
ships reply to his letter, on the manifest impropriety of that change which I was 
disposed to ascribe to the ignorance or negligence of his Moonshees, rather than 
to a want of consideration on his own part for the station of Representative of 
the British Government at his Court. I stated to him, that a similar departure 
from the established forms of correspondence with the Resident had been noticed 
on the part of the Bhow Begum, and that I was prepared, under the spirit of 
your Lordship in Council’s instructions, to make an application to her Highness 
on this subject, exactly similar to that which it was now my duty to urge for his 
Excellency’s immediate acquiescence. As explanatory at greaterlength, and in 
explicit detail, of the remarks and requisition contained in your Lordship’s letter 
to his Excellency, I presented and referred to a translation of the Persian Secre- 
tary’s report, which I begged his Excellency to peruse with attention, and b 
adopting the suitable style which it suggested, to save me the unpleasant and deli- 
cate task of reciting in his Excellency’s presence, those exceptionable terms and 
expressions which could no longer be admitted in our correspondence.. 


5. His Excellency now took his leave, carrying with him the letter and report, 
and I announced my intention to wait on him in the course of a few days, pro- 
posing Saturday the 17th instant at breakfast, for the purpose of learning the 
result of his deliberation on the subjects of the letter. 


6. I attended his Excellency on Saturday, and had a conference with him of 
considerable length. The object of my attendance I described to be partly that 
of learning from his Excellency the result of his attentive petusal of your Lord- 
ship’s reply to his letter, and partly to communicate to his Excellency the sub- 
stance of your Lordship’s instructions, which accompanicd the transmission of 
itto me. Yet the tenor of the letter itself, I observed, was so explicit and com- 
prehensive on every question, as to supersede illustration on my part, and to 
preclude the necessity or use of my submitting additional arguments, in confir- 
mation of any point which it urged. In as far as I was personally concerned, 
it seemed totally unnecessary .to say any thing. Your Lordship, aware of the 
delicacy of my entering into a personal discussion with bis Exculleacy of the 


‘ grounds of his complaint. against myeelf, had relieved me from. thet poinful 


necessity, 
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necessity, by conveying a specific and satisfactory reply to: every one of his 
Excellency’s charges of intemperance, anger or disrespect, and of unwarrantable 
encroachment on his authority. You had further found it necessary, after mature 
consideration and investigation of his Excellency’s charge of disrespect in the 
forms of correspondence on my part, to require from his Excellency’s justice, in 
vindication of the dignity of your Government, an immediate and entire change 
in the style of his letters to your Representative, which I was instructed to urge 
and persist in demanding from his Excellency, till the object of the requisition 
should be fulfilled. On this point it was therefore my dity to announce to his 
Excellency at once, in the plainest and most decided manner, that my instruc- 
tions were final and express, and that [ was no longer at liberty to receive any 
written communications from his Excellency, which might contain an exception- 
able term, or an expression unauthorized by the ancient forms of correspondence 
established between his Excellency’s predecessors, and the former Residents at 
Lucknow. 


7. With a reference to all the other points in dispute, I observed that his 
Excellency’s letter to your Lordship, dated the 26th of August last, iv answer 
to your Lordship’s letter of the 8th of May, in which those questions were par- 
ticularly discussed, would have been replied to directly, long ere now, if the 
attention of the Government had not been constantly occupied by other matters 
of equal importance, and requiring greater deliberation than those; since the 
deliberate judgment of the Government, on every question depending with his 
Excellency, had already been formed and conveyed to him, and what remaincil 
with a reference to him, could be no more than a final endeavour to operate a 
conviction in his mind of the necessity of his early compliance with our just 
and reasonable requisitions, lis acquiescence in our salutary advice. 


8. For this purpose, it seemed sufficient, on my part, to request his particular 
attention to a few of the impressive remarks contained in your Lordship’s Ictter. 
In that letter his Excellency was explicitly told, that your Lordship could never 
desist from urging to a satisfactory conclusion every one of the questions that 
were pending. He was further entreated to reflect on the consequences of his 
continued opposition to your Lordship’s most reasonable demands, his persc- 
vering disregard of your counsels; and in the conclusion of the Jetter he was 
apprized that your Lordship’s instructions to me comprehended every point in 
discussion, were conclusive on every question in dispute, and therefore that my 
representations should be considered as procceding directly from your Lordship, 
and equally demanding his regard. 


9. Proceeding on the natural belief, that the impression of remarks such as 
thuse, must be productive of his ready acquiescence in the suggestions that I 
should now have to offer, I commenced with a recapitulation of the grounds on 
which his Excellency’s consent to the arrangement in behalf of the younger 
Begum was s0 strongly recommended, and so earnestly desired by your Lordship. 
The orders of the Government on this subject, under date the 26th of February, 
had been submitted for his Excellency’s perusal. Your Lordship in Council's 
sentiments on the nature of his Excellency’s oppusition to the only satisfactory 
adjustment of the Begum’s claims that could be devised, had been explicitly con- 
veyed to him by me, and the inevitable consequence of bis persisting in that oppo- 
sition was all that remained to be stated tohim, The condition of the Begum’s 
consent to the transfer of ber jagier to bis Excellency, even at its fullest value, 
was the commutation, at a reasonable rate, of the supplies of ber kitchen for 
money. The sum of one hundred rupees per diem was the lowest rate that 
could be fixed, without a sacrifice of her Highness’s comfort as well as a com- 
promise of her just right, and it remained for his Excellency to decide whether 
he would accept of the immediate trausfer of the jagier at a valuation of its 
produce, to be made as originally suggested by me, on the condition annexed to 
it by the Begum, or acquiesce in ber Highness’s desire to commit the manuge- 
anent of her jagier to the charge of the British Government, granting ‘still an 
allowance to ber Highwess in lieu of the supply of provisions, to such extent as 
wight be proved to be the actual value of that supply. | 


| 10. His Exceliency interrupted me here, and referred to a short correspon- 
deuce which had recently passed between us on the subject of ber Histiness’s 
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claims. ‘The result of this recent correspondence, as now explained ‘by his 
‘Excellency, was a solemn promise, on his part, to refer the amount of-the alluw- 
ance in leu of the Begum’s provisions to my decision entirely, and to receive 
the verbal deelaratious of the revenue officers of the jagier to be summoned to 
his Presence tor that purpose, in confirmation of the written statements of its 
produee, and of the actual charges of collection, which should regulate the 
amount of the stipend to be fixed in lieu of the jagier. I have, therefore, the 
satisfaction of announcing to your Lordship in Council, that two of the most 
vexatious questions depending between the Vizier and the younger Begum 
may be considered as finally adjusted, unless his Excellency may be suspected 
of a design to depart from his solemn assurance, which at present I do not 
apprehend. 


11. With a reference to the elder Begum, I now remarked to his Excellency, 
that your Lordship’s reply to his letter left me little to add on the subject of the 
adjustment of her Highness’s claims. His Excellency was explicitly told, that 
the British Government not only possesses the right, but is under a positive 
obligation, to investigate and determine all disputes between him and her High- 
ness the Pegum ; and, in pursuaace of this declaration, it was now my duty to 
require from his Excellency’s justice and good faith, his concurrence with ber 
Highness the Begum in rcterring their respective claims tor disputed villages in 
Bhinga, and all other matters in dispute, to my investigation and decision, or to 
the judgment of your Lordship in Council, on receiving a report of my pro- 
ceedings. 


19. The Vizier referred me, on this occasion, to a letter which he had recently 
written on the subject of the Begum’s demands, and which IT had not hitherto 
had leisure to peruse, in which his Excellency had assured me of his readiness to 
abide by my decision on all the questions in dispute. This assurance has since 
been repeated, and I have everv reason to consider the most important and most 
troublesome of the questions depending between the Vizier and the Begum as 
in a train of satisfactory awjustment. 


13. Regarding the case of Mal Tewaree and other sepoys and dependants of the 
Honourable Company’s Government in Oude, a discussion of considerable length 
took place between his Excellency and me at the conference which is now 
reported. I ported out to bis Excellency, and proved, the manifest injustice and 
Oppression of the means which were uniformly resorted to by the Aumils of this 
Grovernment for evading the clatms of the sepoys, and the redress of the wrongs 
which they sustain. “ A person is thrown into confinement, the whole of his 
‘€ property seized, nay his house is plundered and burnt by the order of a rapa- 
‘cious Aumil without any just cause or pretext, or at all events without legal 
‘ trial, and he lingers iu a prison in irons till his case be reported to the Pre- 
““ sence. If adependant of the Company’s Government, | remonstrate with 


~ 


“© your Excellency in his behalf, the prisoner is necessarily released, and the 


“ Aumil is summoned to the Presence. He dentes his rapacity of course, and 
“ your Excellency calls on me for evidence, not only of the act of oppression, 
‘ which is self-evident in the appearance of the oppressed, but also for proof by 
‘¢ witnesses of his original possession, and actual robbery by the Aumil, of every 
“ article of property in his house, to found a claim for the restitution of that 
“ property, or even for a compensation of the loss. 1s such evidence in the 
“ nature of things to be procured? and who, but the wife and children of the 
‘“ agorieved, could be witnesses of the loss which be suffered, could identify any 
‘article of his property, could substantiate anv portion of his claim But 
* your Excellency or your lawyers will tell me, that the wives or children of the 
“ plaintiff are not to be witnesses in his cause, and ‘thus the unfortunate Mal 
‘Tewaree, after suffering a grievous imprisonment, being robbed of every 
article that he possessed, and awaiting at your Excellency’s gate for a 
period of more than a year the redress of his manifold wrongs, is tu be dis- 
missed without any redress; and why ? for the want of evidence to substan- 
“ tiate injuries and losses which the Aumil has partialty acknowledged, and 
“ which are known to all the people of the district ; because no one will give 


evidence agajust the Aumil; and because the particular articles plundered 
‘“ can 
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“can only be known to relations,: whose evidence your Excellency would 
reject.” : : 


14.° His Excellency listened with attention to the above and to many other 
arguments which I adduced in behalf of our sepoys; and at Jength an arrange- 
nent was concluded, under which there seems every probability of effectual 
yedress of the grievances, not only of Mal Tewaree, Naik, but of every other 
dependant of our Government who may complain of such injuries in future. 
It was settled, that on every future occasion of such oppressive proccedings as 
those ou the part of his Excellency’s Aumils, or of the seizure of any part of 
the property of a sepoy, on whatever pretext, the declaration of the plaintiff on 
oath to the extent or value of his property seized, without any specification of 
the articies or testimony of witnesses in his behalf, shall be received as proof 
against the Aumil, who shall be immediately compelled to repay the amount of 
the sepoy’s loss to the full extent of his declaration. 


15. I now called bis Excellency’s attention to the only remaining questions 
which are hinted at in your Lordship’s letter: the reform of the system of his 
administration, including that of the police of lus capital, and the cases of 
Hooscin Alee Khan and Alee Nuckie. On these questions I observed to his 
Excellency, that there was every reason to expect another strong and direct 
remonstrance from your Lordship in the course of a very short time, unless the 
necessity for it should be happily superseded by bis Execcllency’s acquiescence 
tm the suggestion which I was mstructed to offer under your Lordsbip’s attho- 
ritv, and in your name. The areuments on both sides of each of the questicus 
referred to, bad long ayo been exhausted, and his Excellency, seemingly aware 
of the weakness of those mamtained by himself, had found it necessary to com- 
mit the decision to your Lordship’s ultimate judgment, by which he had pro- 
mised to abide. Of your Lordship in Council's deliberate judgment on each 
aud all of the questions at issue, I did not hesitate to assure the Vizier that he 
was already in ample possession, and that no argument in his Excellency’s letter 
ofthe 26th of August, nor any other to be hereafter adduced, could alter your 
Lordship’s opinion, nor induee you to discontinue your eflorts for the accom- 
plishment of the objects in view. Jt remained for his Excellency to determine 
whether he should await another and a stronger deciaration to this effect from 
your Lordship, or anticipate what might prove unpleasant to his feclings, by 
receiving this assurance from me, and acting on it by my friendly suggestion. 


16. On the concluding paragraph of your Lordship’s letter to his Excellency, 
‘having reference to his disposition to travel, | thought it useless to offer any 
remarks, unless the subject of it should be revived by himself, and his Excei- 
iency seemed unwilling to notice it. He had listened to me with the greatest 
‘attention during the whole time of our conference, and had interrupted me but on 
three occasions, to declare his acquiescence’in my proposals with regard to their 
Iighnesses the Begums and to the question of Mat ‘Tewarce. He now remarked, 
with a reference to the style and manner of correspondence, that he considered 
your Lordship’s requisition as preciuding objection on his part, though it was 
evident that your Lordship’s opinion on this, as on every other point of his 
letter, was in perfect coincidence with mine; that, for himself, ke had only to 
acquiesce in the manner of writing prescribed to him, but that the style of our 
correspondence with the Marhattas seemed more liable to objection than his, aud 
‘it seemed odd that he should first be corrected. I replied, that 1 could with 
accuracy advert to the letters of such Marhatta chieftains only as had corres- 
-ponded with me in Bundlecund, and that those were respectful in the extreme ; 
that I had heard ot inconsiderate and cxceptionable forms of address (termed 
Alka) in oriental correspondence) on the part of his Highness the Pcishwa, but 
that the general style of his letters was entirely free from objection im every other 
respect; that the antient forms of address from his Excellency and his father and 
brother to the Governor-General of India, and to the representative of the Dri- 
tish Governinent at Lucknow, whether originally suitable or otherwise, and whe- 
ther applicable or inapplicable to the actual circumstances of the tines, had never 
in any instance been objected to, and would remain as originally fixed, without 
‘any cavil on my part; and all that.your Lordship required, or that I was instructed 
tu urge on the present occasion to his Excellency, was his own recurrence and 
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adherence to.those common observances, of xrespect. whieh were. uniformly prac- 
tised by his predecessors, and which he had poi pleased to set -anide, pi Aaa 
former Residents at his Excellency’s Court, and particularly myself,: had been: 
gradually increasing the demonstrations of our highest respect for his Excellency 
in the language and manner of our letters. | | | 


17. With this observation on my part, and an assurance on the part of the Vizier 
that he would deliberate fully and maturely on every subject of miy discourse, 
and inform me speedily of the result on such questions as remained to be settled, 
our conference of the 17th instant broke up, and I have not seen his Excellency 
since. | : 

18. Ihave, however, the satisfaction of transmitting for your Lordship in 
Council’s perusal a copy and translation of a letter which his Excellency sent to 
me yesterday, and the language of which, in the original, will be reported to your 
Lordship to be free from every one of.those offensive expressions which the 
Vizier has been accustomed to use, and which are noticed in the Persian Secre- 
tary’s report, while the substance of the letter will, I doubt not, appear to your 
Lordship in Council to be more satisfactory on the whole than could have been 
expected at this stage of my proceedings, under the recent instructions of the 
Government. 


19. I shall have the honour of submitting my sentiments on the subjects of his 
Excellency’s letter in detail, and of reporting my further proceedings regarding 
them, ina future address to your Lordship, or through the medium of the Secre- 
tary to Government, at an early period of time. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Barxxiz, 
26th April 1813. Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 25th of April 1813.) 


I purpose in this letter to give an answer to each of the questions that were 
discussed at our conference of Saturday last; and first, regarding her Highness 
the elder Begum. The disorders and irregularities which prevail in all the 
frontier villages of my dominions, and the murders and other outrages committed 
against my subjects, inhabitants of those villages, by the Zemindars of her 
Highness’s jagier, have been repeatedly complained of by me to her Highness, 
and I have written to you on the subject. You, too, have written to her fre- 
quently, but hitherto in vain. Nevertheless, in consideration of your urgent 
requisitions for the settlement of her Lighness’s claims, my letter of the 4th 
instant gives you full powers to decide in whatever manner you think proper, and 
whatever you say shall be agrecd to. 


: 


With a reference to the khassa (provisions) and jagier of ber Highness the 
younger Begum, I agree to your proposal, as detailed in your letter of the 13th 
instant. 


With regard to the claims of Moonshee Alec Nuckee, and Hoosein Alee Khan, 
after conveying a true statement of both cases in ny letter to the Right Honour- 
able the Governor-General, I expressed my readiness to comply with his Lord- 
ship’s wishes on those points. ‘To this letter I have not hitherto had a reply ; 
but still if his Lordship will be pleased to point out any mode of investigation 
into the merits of those cases, in reply to my letter above noticed, or will merely 
write to me, ‘do so and so, in compliance with my request,” Iam ready to 
comply with his wishes; indeed your own application to this effect would 


satisfy me equally well; but as the matter has been referred to his Lordship, 1¢ 


behoves me to await his reply. | 


a 


- With regard to the case of Mal Tewaree, whenever that person shall again pre- 
sent himself to me, and shall swear by the faith which be professes to the amount 
of the loss which he sustained, I shall perform my promise in his favour, , | bave, 
moreover, issued positive orders to my Aumils to beware of seizing oF distraining, 


_ onany pretext whatever, the property of a sepoy or servant of the Menourable 


Company’s Government, 


ith 
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. With a.reference to the terms and expressions that bave-been hitherto used 
in .0o indence, the matter'of. fact is this; that these words have been used 
ali along ‘with the consent and . approbation of former Residents, not otherwise, 
ar they would certainly have remonstrated on the subject, which none of them 
has hitherto done. But as it appears, from the tenor of the Right Honourable 
the Governor-General’s letter, that the use of the expressions in question is now 
disapproved by his Lordship, and has long been unpleasant to you, and the 
discontinuance of all those expressions is considered as essential to the honour 
and dignity of the officers of the British Government ; under these circumstances, 
if 1 were to hesitate or object to lay aside those obnoxious expressions, his Lorde 
ship might infer, what God forbid ! that I wished to derogate or detract from the 
honour and dignity of British officers, and therefore every expression which could 
be considered in that light by his Lerdship has been laid aside and discontinued 
in correspondence; for, if the discontinuance of those words can promote the 
honour and dignity of the British officers and be satisfactory to his Lordship’s 
mind, what better inducement can I wish for ? 


It is stated in the translation of the Persian Secretary’s report to Government 
that ‘in the time of the late Nawaub Asuf-ood-Dowlah the forms of correspond- 
“ ence were not invariably the same, but that trifling differences occasionally 
‘ occurred, either through the ignorance or mistake of the Moonshee,” &c. &c. 
(to the end). And also, that ‘‘ the present forms of correspondence seem to 
‘‘ have commenced in 1801], but whether this essential change attracted the 


“ notice of Colonel Scott,” &c. &c. (tothe end). 


All this matter seems to me to be irrelevant and unnecessary ; for it has ever 
been and is now mv chief wish to give pleasure and satisfaction to the Governor- 
General, in as far as lies in my power, and besides the forms of correspondence 
were certainly not invariably the same during the Government of my bro- 
ther the late Asuf-ood-Dowlah: but were I to enter into a discussion of those 
forms, it might give rise to‘another dispute which I am cordially disposed to 


avoid. 


With regard to the insertion of the date of my letters at the conclusion, I 
mentioned, and wished to continue it, merely to aid my recollection ; and after- 
wards suggested, that it should be written on the corner or the back of the letter, 
or on any other place, as you thought proper. You determined that it should 
be written on the back of my letters, and with this suggestion I have complied. 


With regard to your letters to my address, you suggest that they be dated in 
Persian or English on the back, as I may think proper. In answer to which I 
repeat, that whatever you proposed to me with a view to respect for your own 
Government, I have agreed to, and you may either date your letters or not at all 
and in the way which is most agreeable to yourself, as I have no right to pres- 
cribe any rule for your guidance. 

A true translation : 
(Signed) J. Bariuiy, 
Resident. 


, csemmememe men Simeneel 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government. 
Sir 3 

1. In continuation of the subject of my despatch to the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General in Council, under date the 26th ultimo, and with a particular 
teference to three of the questions depending with this Government which are 
treated in that despatch, I have the honeur of transmitting to you, for his Lord- 
ship in.Cauncil’s information, the enclosed copies in English and Persian: of 
three separate letters which I have addressed to his Excellency the Vizier, and 
a translation of one letter which I have received froin his Excellency in reply. 


pleased to observe that the final redress of the grievances of Mal Tewarree, Naick 
in the ‘Hiéhourable Company's service, has been postponed by his Excellency 
the Vizier, contrary to my inclination, —" re-appearance of Mal Tewarree at 

: 5 Lucknor, 


2. From abe tenor of this latter ‘document, his Lordship in Council will be 
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Lucknow, to make oath to the extent of his loss, and.I have required: hia attend- 
ance accurdingly. ‘The purport of the Vizier’s circular order to-his Aumils, : as 
intended and calculated to preclade the oppression of our sepoys in future, ‘and 
vexatious discussions on that subject, will, 1 doubt not, ‘be sitisfuctory to ‘the 
Government. se oo SP ae Se Sao 


3. Of the redress of the grievances of Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan, and a 
renewal of the former allowance tu the indigent family of Hyder Beg, in the 
person of his son Hoossein Alee Khan, though I have deemed tt to be my duty. 
to urge both those points in strong terms to the Vizier, I can scarcely entertain 
an expectation, till his Excellency shall receive a reply to his letter to the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General under date the 26th of August. aa 


4. The more important question of reform is obviously in a similar predica- 
ment; and I have great doubts of the expediency of my pressing this question. 
again on the attention or consideration of the Vizier till he be apprized of the 
sentiments of the Government in a direct address from his Lordship, whose 
commands I shall therefore await regarding the revival of the question of reform. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, , (Signec!) J. Baruuix, 
6th May 1813. Resident. _ 





To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 28th of April 1813.) 


It is my intention to reply to the several remarks which are contained in your 
Excellency’s letter of the 25th instant by a series of letters to your address, in 
each of which one of the remaining questions at issue shall be separately treated. 
and discussed, as I hope, to your Itxcellency’s satisfaction. And first, regarding 
the case of Mal Tewaree, Naick in the Honourable Company’s service, your 
Excellency has been pleased to assure me, that ‘‘ whenever that person shall 
“ again appear in the Presence, and shall swear by the faith which he professes 
“ to the amount of the loss which he has sustained, your promise in his behalf 
“ shall be fulfilled.” | 


The arrangement which your Excellency has recently made for the redress of 
all future injuries to be sustained by the Honourable Company’s sepoys and 
dependants, is, in my opinion, highly satisfactory, and will, I doubt not, have 
the desired effect: but, with regard to the particular case of Mal Tewaree, who 
has been already in constant attendance for a period of more than a year, and 
after suffering unprecedented loss as well as disappointment, was at length coim- 
pelled to join his corps at Benares, (leaving his son behind him as his agent, with 
full powers to act in his behalf), the extreme old age and infirm state of health 
of this unfortunate person, rendering him an object of the invalid establishment, 
induce me to suggest to your Excellency that his personal attendance be dispensed 
with, and that the deposition of his son be received, to establish the extent of 
his loss and his claim against your Excellency’s Aumil. 


A copy of an arzee from his son, with a statement of the property of which 
he was plundered, is submitted for your Excellency’s perusal; and if your 
Excellency will be graciously pleased, in compassion for the sufferings and weak 
state of the father, to comply with my suggestion in his behalf, you will confer 
a favour on the British Government, as well as perform an act of humanity to 
the invalid. ‘ : 


I beg to be favoured with a copy of the circular order to Aumils which is 
referred to in your Excellency’s letter, that a translation of it may be sent to the 
Presidency for his Lordship in Council's satisfaction. ee tae ee 
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«Fo: His Excellency the Vizier. (Written thé 99th of April 1813.) 

In your Excellency’s letter of the 25th instant it is stated, with a ‘referenve.to 
the claims of Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan, that after conveying a true state- 
ment of the case in your letter to the Right Honourable the Governor-<steneral, 
you expressed a readiness to comply with his Lordship’s wishes on this point, and 
that if his Lordship will be pleased to point out any mode of investigation into. 
the merits of the case, in reply to the letter above noticed, or will merely write 
to you, **do so and so,” you are ready to comply with his wishes, © f° ie! 


ox he PRS Me, . 

Now, as your Excellency may be perfectly assured that 1 would never pre: 
suine to suggest any measure for your Excellency’s adoption, far less to urge, 
and importune you regarding it, without the express sanction and command of 
the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, and as, in fact, I ain 
fully acquainted not only with his Lordship in Council’s decision on the merits of 
this case, after a careful perusal of the suonuds and of the arguments on both 
sides of the question, but also with bis Lordship’s particular wish and desire in 
behalf of Moanshee Alee Nuckee Khan, and with his gracious resolution, if 
nccessary, to address your Excellency again in the strongest terms on this sub- 
ject, under these circumstances I submit for your Excellency’s serious conside- 
ration, under his Lordship’s authority and in his name, the following fact and 
hep slope Which have appeared to his Lordship in Council to be established 
in favour of the Moonshee, and which I have no hesitation in promising to pro- 
duce and exhibit to your Excellency in a short time, if it be necessary, under 
his Lordship’s signature and seal. _ 


First. Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan has an unquestionable right, by inhe- 
ritance, to a certain share of the Chowdhur, canoongoey, and zemindary of the 
town and district of Sandee, in your Excellency’s hereditary dominions, and in 
Virtue of this right, as his own individual share, specifically allotted to him by a 
deed of distribution and acknowledgment under the seals of the other sharers, 
confirmed to him by the perwannahs of former possessors of Sandee, by the 
grants of your Excellency’s brother, the late Nawaub Asuf-ood-Dowlah, and by 
the letters of Hyder Beg Khan, Mr. Middleton, and of the Aumils of that 
pergunnah, as well as by your Excellency’s mandate obtained through the media- 
tion of Colonel Scott, the Moonshee is known to have maintained the uniform 
and undisturbed possession, till the year 1216 fusly, of three gardens, one chuck, 
two villages as Nankar, naincly Muhwa Colee and Acknowra, and a bazar, 
called after him Moonshee Gunge. A particular and authenticated statement of 
all those possessions, under the seal of the deputy Aumil of Sandee, Naib of 
the late Almas Alee Khan, has been frequently submitted to your Excellency, 
and demonstrates the Moonshee’s possession of the premises beyond the pos- 
sibility of a doubt. 


Second. Of all those hereditary possessions the Moonshee was unjustly de- 
prived about the middle of the year 1216 fusly, by the then Aumil of Sandee, 
who now prevents him from farming any one of the villages in his zemindary. 


Third. Rushek Loll, a Brahmin, and others, have forcibly possessed them- 
selves of ground in the bazar of Moonshee Gunge, and have erected houses ag 
that ground without the Moonshee’s permission. 


Fourth. A person named Imteaz Alee, under the pretext of being a son of 
Sulam Oolla, the late Chowdree of Sandee, has taken possession of the house 
of the deceased, thus depriving aud forcibly dispossessing the children and grand- 
children of Sulam Oolla, firs a the sons of Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan, 
of their just and lawful inheritance. : 


. These facts being admitted or proved, it is expected from your Excellency’s 
justice, and will be received as a favour anda mark of your Excellency’s friend 
ship by the Righc Honourable the Governor-General in Council, that your 
Excellency issue your orders to the Aumil of the district of Sandee for the 
release and.restoration to the Moonshee of his possessions above described,. with 
the amount of the rents which have been collected from them, and for his being: 
permitted to farm the villages in his zemindary at a fair and. moderate assess- 
ment, and to the several persons who have built houses on the Moonshee's 
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ground without his consent for the immediate removal of their buildings and for 
thé reinstatement ofthe Meonshee’s sons, the only legitimate grandchildren of Sus 
lam Oolla, in the houses and other possessions of which they are unjustly deprived. 

Writing under the seal of Lalla Soorool Sookh, Naib of Sandee and Palee, on 
the part of Mohummud Almass Alee Khan. Dated the 17th of Shabaun, A. H. 


Notice is hereby given to the present and future Mootusuddees in the pergunnah 
of Sandee, Sircar Khyrabad, that in consequence of a shookha issued from the 
Presence to Mohummud Almass Alee Khan, I have received a perwannah from 
Raja Buhwannee Pershaud to the following effect. ‘‘ Moonshee Alee Nuckee 
“ Khan is going to Calcutta, and you must not suffer any person to interfere 
“ with any of his villages, houses, or other rights and perquisites of zemindary. 
‘¢ Should any one attempt to molest him, information must be conveved to the 
‘¢ Presence.” You are therefore desired to consider this as a positive order against 
the molestation of Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan, in his possession of the houses, 
villages, or other rights and perquisites which are now held by the Moonshee, 
as established by ancient custom, to wit: 


Licemptions, under the head of Nankar. Rights of Zemindaree. 
The village of Aknowra, Purjowt-i-Khalesa, 
The Puryek garden, Saeer-i-Zemindaree, 
The garden of Nawaub Gunge, Fisheries in the Nullah, 
The village of Muhwa Collie, Sweetmeats distributed on the com- 
One Chuck and the Emambara gar- mencement of collection, 
den. Bheyt from each village and Moon- 


shee Gunge. 





To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the Ist of May 1813.) 


Your Excellency has been pleased to remark, in your letter of the 25th 
instant, with a reference to the claims of Hoosein Alee Khan, that after con- 
veying a true statement of the case in your letter to the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General, you had expressed a readiness to comply with his Lordship’s 
wishes on this point, and if his Lordship will be pleased to point out any mode 
of investigation into the merits of the case, in reply to your letter above-noticed, 
or = merely write to you, ‘‘ do so and so,” you are 1eady to comply with his 
wishes. 


- The representation which I have recently had occasion to make to your Excel- 
lency on the subject of Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan's claims, must appear to 
you to be equally applicable to this case. ‘The Right Honourable the Governor- 
General hag explicitly informed your Excellency, that I have received his Lord- 
ship's instructions on every point under discussion, and has requested your 
Excellency to consider my representations as proceeding directly from his Lord- 
ship, and equally demanding your regard. Were it otherwise, 1 should not have 
presumed to solicit your Excellency’s attention to, far less to urge your acquies- 
cence in any of the questions or objects which were formerly agitated between 
us, and had long ago been referred by your Excellency, as well as by me, for his 
Lordship’s ultimate decision. 


It is, in fact, therefore, the deliberate decision of the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General in Council, after a minute and attentive consideration of all 
tle papers and arguments on the case of Hoosein Alee Khan, that I now sub-. 
mit to your Excellency, under bis Lordship’s authority, and in his name, and I 
have no hesitation in promising to procure and exhibit to your Excellency, if. 
your Excellency be pleased to require it, a similar statement verbatim unger bis” 
Lordship’s signature and seal. . It is as follows ; | | , : i 

The grant of a yearly stipend of: one lac of rupees in money, ‘with : several: 
villages and other possessions -in jagier, to the two legitimate sons and other 
surviving relations of the late Hyder Beg Khan, through the mediation of the: 


tate Marquis Cornwallis, and their uniform enjoyment of this allowatee-eill your 
, : . se ere Excellency’s 
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Exceltentty  attession to the mosnad; have: been: prove:l.: beyond: the possibility 
of ‘a doubt; ‘by the coucurting tésthiyony of many of the ‘most respectable. inha: 
bitants of Lucknow, who are still in existence and ready to make oath to this 
effect, as well as by the records of this Residency ; anc yoar Excelleney’s tgno- 
rancé of the fact, which is the only argument adduced, cannot obvivasly be 
received in refutation of the grant of an allowance by the late Nawaub Assuf- 
oodsDowlah long before your Excellency’s time, consequently your Exeellency 
must be bound by the express terms of your letter to the address of the Honour 
able Mr. Wellesley dated: the 17th of Jemadee-oos-sanee, A.H. 1216, a cop 
of which is transmitted for your perusal, not only to restore the allowance whieh 
has hitherto been withheld since your accession, but also in strict justice to 
refund the arrears of that allowance to the indigent posterity of Hyder Beg 
Khan. 7 

Akbur Alee Khan, the eldest son of Hyder Beg, who originally received the 
amount, and directed the distribution of this allowance amoung the several rela- 
tions of the deceased, having incurred the displeasure of your Excellency as 
well as of the British.Government, and being now under personal restraint, there 
is certainly a valid pretext for the resumption or detention of that part of the 
stipend which was origmally allotted to him, and I do not consider myself as 
authorized to insist on your Excelleney’s payment of that portion of the allow- 
ance; but as Hoosein Alee Khan, the second son of Hyder Beg, has an cqual 
right with his brother, and is under none of the disqualifications which are 
described in your Excellency’s letter to Mr. Wellesley, there can be no jnst 
eause, I conceive, for his deprivation of his own share ef the stipend, nor of 
the right of receiving and distributing the shares of the other relations, which 
has been forfeited by his.elder brother in consequence of his disobedience of 


the law. 


A consideration of justice, therefore, as well as of due regard to the impor- 
tant services which were rendered to your Excellency’s Government by the late 
Hyder Beg Khan, most urgently demands, and I have been instructed by the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, on these grounds, and in 
the most earnest manner to request, that your Excellency will be pleased to 
restore the whole amount of the stipend of a lac of rupees per annum, decuct- 
ing the share of Akbur Alee Khan, to the family of the late Hyder Beg, in the 
name of his second son, Hoosein Alee Khan, who will reserve and appropriate to 
himself his personal share of the allowance, and distribute the remainder among 
his brothers and other relations, the needy dependants of his father. 


I shall have the honour of submitting to your Excellency a correct list of their 
names, with a statement of the monthly allowances which each of them formerly 
received, as soon as your Excellency shall inform me of your acquiescence in 
this necessary arrangement. 

A true copy : 
(Signed) J. Baivire, 
Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier to the Ilonourable Henry Wellesley, 
(Dated and received the 26th October 1801.) 


I have received and understood -your letter, stating that ‘‘ I had agreed’ to the 

“ regular payment of tle pensions granted either by the deceased Nawaub or 
« by myself, with the exception of that of Mirza Hussun Reza Khan Behadur, 
‘* which was now fixed at eight thousand sicca rupees per month.” It is true 
that [ have agreed to the above purport, and they shall-all- receive the pensions 
granted to them, and no person shall be omitted. If any person; however, 
should absent liimself from my presence and leave the eountry; or if (which 
God forbid) any person should commit oppression upon the life or property of 
another (as it is in no measure agreeable to me that any one should in any shape 
distress yr oppress another, it is necessary that the orders of the Adawlut should 
be respected), and should: resist the orders of the Adawlut; or if any person 
should: hoose the road of enmity and disaffection, and this’ disaffection be 
; 5 L proved, 
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proved, by reason or by ocular demonstration, the pensions of those only who 
refrain from such conduct shall remain firm and established. —S_ 


You also wrote, that you would relinquish the plan which had been concerted 
for an establishment, under the Company’s servants, in the reserved dominions, 
and leave this tu the servants of my Government. I am highly pleased and 
satisfied with this instance of your friendship, and. by the blessing of God, an: 
efficient system shall be established under my Government, to protect the lives 
and properties of the people, and proper persons for this purpose shall be in- 
quired after: I write this for your satisfaction. 


A true copy : 


(Signed) J. Bariute, 
Resident, 





From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 2d May 1813.) 


Your letter, dated the 26th of Rubbee-oos-sanee (28th April), requesting that 
the personal attendance of Mal Tewaree be dispensed with, on account of his 
extreme old age and the infirm state of his health, and that the deposition of his 
son, Who is in attendance, be received to establish his claim, with an arzee from 
the son of Mal Tewaree and a list of his property, has been received. The case 
is this : Considering Mal Tewaree to be the principal, and in fact theonly person 
concerned in this affair, I formerly wrote to you to desire his attendance for the 
purpose of taking his oath; therefore, when he attends and makes oath to his 
losses, his property or the value of it shall be restored. ~ 


A copy of the orders issued to my Aumils is enclosed, agreeably to yout 
request. 





Orders to Aumils. (Dated the 24th April 1813. 22 Rubee-oo-sanee 1228.) 


On the 29th of Bujeeb last (8th August 1812), an order was issued from the 
Presence, directing the fair and equitable settlement of all matters of dispute 
with the Honourable Company’s servants, and forbidding their being confined or 
ill treated. You are now enjoined by the Presence to pay strict attention to the 
former shookha on.this subject, and hereafter on no pretext to seize or molest the 
property or dwelling-house of any servant of the Honourable Company’s Govern- 
ment, taking notice that if you act in opposition to this order, all property in 
ready-money or goods which may hereafter be distrained or confiscated, or the 
full value of that property, to the extent which the owner may declare on his 
oath to be true, shall be taken from you and given to the complainant. Being 
apprized of this resolution beforehand, you have yourself to blame for the con- 
sequences if you act contrary to orders. 


True translations : 


(Signed) J. Bariue, 
Resiclent. 


eee 


Ordered, That the following letter be written to the Resident at Lueknow, in 
reply to the two foregoing despatches. 





To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow, 
Sir; 

1. Iam directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, dated the 26th 
ultimo, to the address of the Governor-General in Council, reporting your pro- 
cecdings in execution of the instructions conveyed to. you ia my letter of the 
5th of March. Your letter of the 6th instant to my address, in continuation of 
the subject of the despatch above acknowledged, has also been received and 
submitted to the Governor-General in Councif. . 


2. I 


ey 
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9. I am directed to convey to you the expression of his Lordship in Council’s 
entire approbation of the manner in which you have executed the instructions 
above referred to, and of the tenor of your discourse to his Excellency the 
Vizier at the two conferences with his Excellency, which you have described 
in your despatch. His Lordship in Council panes fa your share of those con- 
ferences to have been conducted with judgment, spirit, firmness, and address, 
and the success which has attended your exertions to improve and confirm the 
effect produced on the mind of the Vizier by the Governor-General’s letter, has 
afforded his Lordship in Council a high degree of’ satisfaction. 


3. The tone and manner in which his Excellency’s acquiescence in the propo- 
sitions to which he has acceded, was conveyed both in his verbal communications 
and in his letter to your address, of which a translation accompanied your 
despatch, although not free from the appearance of reluctance and ungracious- 
ness, are yet, on the whole, sufficiently satisfactory, and his acquiescence on 
those points is in substance so explicit and unqualified, as to leave no room for 
evasion or equivocation. The Governor-General in Council relies on your firm- 
ness and perseverance, from which so much advantage has already been derived 
for giving full and complete etfect to the consent of the Vizier to the arbitration 
of his differences with the Bhow Begum, the adjustment of the affaits of Shums-oon 
Nissa Begum, and the redress of grievances sustained: by the Honourable Com- 
pany’s sepoys at the hands of the Vizier’s Aumils. 


4. His Lordship in Council is happy to observe that his Excellency has already 
afforded a practical instance of his compliance with the remonstrances of the 
Governor-General on the improper style and form of his correspondence with. 
you, by addressing to you a letter entirely free from objection in those respects. 


5. With respect to his Excellency’s refusal to acquiesce in your suggestion, 
that the deposition of the son of Mal Tewaree, naick, should be received instead of 
that of Mal Tewaree hiniself, his Lordship in Council does not consider his Excel- 
lency’s expectation in this instance to be unreasonable, especially adverting’ to 
the extremely favourable nature of the test by which the truth and extent of the 
alleged grievances of our sepoys are to be decided, and his Lordship in Council 
entirely approves of your having desisted from urging his Excellency on this 
point. : 


6. The tenor of your letters to his Excellency’s address, relative to the case of 
Alee Nuckee Khan and Hoosein Alee Khan, is entirely approved. Those two 
cases and the important question of reform, are the only points adverted toin the 
Governor-General’s letter to the Vizier of the 8th May 1812 which remain to 
be adjusted. A reply to the Vizier's answers to that letter will be prepared with 
the least practicable delay. In the meanwhile you will avail yourself of any 
favourable opportunity of urging his Excellency on these questions, assurin 
him that you are authorised to declare that the sentiments expressed in the letter 
of the Sth of May have undergone no change whatever, but have, on the contrary, 
been strengthened and confirmed by further reflection, and that no circumstances 
can ever induce the British Government to relax in its exertions to introduce into 
his Excellency’s administration those salutary reforms, of which the expediency 
and necessity can admit of no dispute, and which both Governments are bound 
to use every effort to accomplish, or to refrain from urging the necessity of rene 
dering justice to Hoosein Alee Khan and Alee Nuckee Khan. 


I have, &c. 


Fort William, (Signed) J. ADAM, 
15th May 1813. ecretary to Government. 
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EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
| ‘The 28th May 1813. 


ToJ. Adam, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 
Sirs Ss | | | 

1. A daring robbery having been recently committed in the British canton- 
ments, and another in the neighbourhood of the Residency, by persons actually in 
the service of his Excellency the Vizier or leagued with the officers of his police; 
I deemed it to be my positive duty to take advantage of this extraordinary occur- 
rence, for the purpose of recalling and entreating the most serious attention of 
the Vizier to the establishment of the police of his metropolis, and to the con- 
duct of the oflicers of his Adawlut. 


2. I have accordingly addressed a letter on this subject to his Excellency, a 
copy and translation of which are enclosed, and in which a particular reference 
is made, as the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council will be 
pleased to observe, to my long letter on the same subject under date the 7th of 
October 1811, already before the Government, and hithertu unanswered by the 
Vizier. 

3. His Excellency has repeatedly assured me, that the subject of both those 
Jetters shall be taken into his early consideration, and that every practicable 
micasure shall be adopted to give effect to the sugvestions which I have offered ; 
yet the frequency of robbery and of every other atrocious crime, in this profligate 
and unfortunate city, has of late apparently increased, and I see little prospect 
of its diminution, under the present system of the Government and unhappy 
disposition of its ruler. | 

I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Siened) J. BAILire, 
19th May 1813. Resident. 


To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 19th May 1813.) 


A statement of every circumstance connected with the seizure of the thieves 
who broke into Lieutenant Munro’s bungalow in the cantonments, and carried 
off the whole of that officer's property, and of the discovery of the greater part of 
the property in the houses of those offenders, has already, I have reason to 
believe, been submitted to your Excellency by the Cutwaul. 


The peculiar circumstances attending this robbery must have excited your 
Excellency’s indignation, as well as my surprise’ and concern. They afford a 
most salutary example of the state of the police of Lucknow, and demonstrate in 
an extraordinary manner the juctice ne accuracy of the remark which I had 
occasion to offer to your Excellency, in the commencement of my letter on 
police, dated the 18th of Rumzaun 1226 (7th October 1811), namely, the conni- 
vance at least, if not the association of your Excellency’s officers and servants 
with the perpetrators of those crimes. Indeed, the audacity with which these 
offenders have constant!y committed their depredations in the British canton- 
ments and in the city, and the total absence of fear evinced by their retaining the 
stolen property in their houses, under the walls of your Excellency’s palace, can 
be ascribed to no other cause than their being in fact your Excellency’s servants, 
or leagued with the Cutwaul and his establishment, as well as with the Adawlut 
of Lucknow ; and consequently the only effectual remedy for this evil must be 
a complete reform in the Acawlut, and in the present system of the police, in the 
manner so often suggested by your Excellency's well wisher and friend, both in 
writing and in earnest discourse. | 


Itake this opportunity of transmitting to your Excellency a copy of the third oy 
fourth petition which has been presented to me by Major Dalton’s native woman, 
who was plundered of all her property and reduced to absolute beggary by the 
atrocious bandittiof Lucknow ; and entreat that your Excellency will be pleased 


to adopt such measures as may lead toa speedy recovery of her property, = 
also 
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| Intelligence from the Chubootera. (Written the 10th of Alay 1813.) 


"Two Chobdars, accompanied by Rumzanee Passee, in the service of his Excel- 
lency the Vizier, delivered a shookha to the Cutwaul, directing him to send his 
Peadas immediately with the Passee. 


Dhoomun Beg accordingly despatched Khajeh Mohummud and fifty Peadehs 
with the Passee, who, attended by Ruldee Sing, sepoy, and Londuree bearer in 
Lieutenant Munro's service, conducted them to the neighbourhood of Gunga 
Sookool’s tank, where they seized Bukhsh Oolla Khan and five other Meiwattees, 
servants of the Vizier, and brought them, with two boxes containing the greater 
part of the property of which Lieutenant Munro had been robbed, before the 
Cutwaul, who confined them all night in the Chubootera, and sent them to the 
Presence the next day. 

A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Batuire, 
Resident. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 2d July 1813. 


lo N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 
Sir: 

1. I have already had the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your des- 
patch under date the 8th of May last, containing an English copy of a letter of the 
same date, addressed to his Excellency the Vizier by the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General, for the purpose of aiding my representations to his Excellency 
on a nuinber of points of negotiation depending between the two States. The 
original letter in Persian was received on the 22d of June last, and was presented 
and read to the Vizier, after a suitable exordium on my part, on the morning of 
the 4th ultimo. 


2. } have hitherto delayed to report to you, for his Lordship in Council's 
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information, tle details of my discussions with the Vizier on the principal points — 


which are noticed in the Right Honourable the Governor-General’s letter, in the 
daily expection of receiving a definitive answer to that letter, which his Excel- 
lency was occupied in preparing, and transmitted to me for despatch to the Pie- 
sidency on the evening of the 26th instant. 


8. The apparently happy result, though not the detail, of my arguments at a 
long conference with the Vizier on the morning of the 18th June last, has already 
been réported to you for his Lordship in Council’s information. 


4. On that occasion I recalled to his Excellency’s mind the subjects of the 
many unpleasant and vexatious discussions which had occupied his tine and 
my own, during the greatest part of the period of Lord Minto’s absence from the 
Presidency ; a period marked in its commencement by his Excellency's depar- 
ture from his solenm and written engagements with a reference to the reform of 
his administration, and subsequently by: a series of manifest opposition and 
disregard to every measure and suggestion recommended and. submitted by me, 
on grounds of the most obvious justiee and expedience, with a view to check 
the illegal and irregular proceedings of his Excellency’s officers and subjects 
against the subjects and dependants of our Government, and to obtain redress of 
the manifold injuries ahd wrongs sustained by the latter from the former. 
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4163 asked his: ExceHency fit were possible for such a:state of things 'to exist 
for any protracted period of time, between Guvernments 0 closely connected 
with each other ‘as‘the Honourable Company's and that of Oude. Could his 
Excellency fer.a' moment suppose, that all or any one of the.various measures 
aud suggestions which had been recommended and urged to him by me, and 
systematically oppased or disregarded during the period to which I had referred, 
was the offspring of my own judgment, uninstructed by the Government, was 
an object of merely personal interest to myself, and unlikely to obtain the 
sanction or support of the high authority which I represented? Was _the si- 
ence of the Right Hencyrable the Governor-General on thos¢ points since his 
rdship’s return to the Government, his delay to remonstrate against proceed- 
ings which had an obvious tendency to subvert the principles of the alliance, and 
to dissolve the relations of amity subsisting between the two States, to be mis- 
construed into a sanction of such proceedings ? 4 | 


6. I stated my having reason to believe that it was a favourite topic of dis- 
course among a tew of his confidential servants, that the measures of reform in 
his Government, the suggestion of a provision for Hoossein Alee Khan, the rein- 
statement of ‘Tubseen Alee Khan in the management of the Khoord Muhl, the 

. Nuckee Khan, and a number. of 
subordinate claims which had.been urged to his Excellency by me, were matters 
of importance and interest chiefly to myself, and had received in some instances 
the sanction and support of the Government merely at my suggestion, but that 
this support would be carried only to a limited extent, im the language of 
friendly remonstrance, and that his I:xxcellency had nothing to do but to persist 
in his opposition to the measures for a time, when the Government would cer- 
tainly depart from them, since it had never been in the contemplation of Govern- 
meut to urge those dentands to extremity, as was evident by its silence on the 
Important question of reform, and on several others of importance, for so long 
a period of time. 


7. That such was the pernicious doctrine held forth in his Excellency’s Durbar, 
and that it had influenced his Excellency’s proceedings, was apparent from these 
proceedings themselves, as well as confirmed in my Delief by the various reports 
which had reached me; and that the unprecedented circuinstance of a lupse of 
nearly two months without his having once visited the Residency, connected with 
his systematic disregard of every suggestion which I had conveyed to him, 
afforded sufficient proof of the unhappy and baneful effects of the pernicious 
doctrine described. 

8. I now entreated his Excellency to banish for ever from his mind such 


Laneful conclusions as those, and to remove from his confidence and favour the 
inspirers and encouragers of such sentiments. I assured him, on my honour and 


’ truth, that with a reference to every question of importance which had been 


agitated between his Excellency and me, the Government was fully and regu- 
larly apprized of my proceedings, nay, was in possession of every writtea docu- 
ment that had passed between us on those questions, and that I was further 
prepared to take official notice to the Government of his personal neglect and 
disregard for the high station which I occupied, when the necessity for this 
measure was happily superseded by his friendly visit to the Residency, which 1 
had now come to acknowledge, with the cordial wish and the anxious expectation 
of its leading toa salutary and permanent change in his Excellency’s disposition 
and conduct. a a ne ee - 
9. ‘Fhe Nawaub interrupted me here to make some apology for his remissness 
in visiting the Residency as usuul, and conveyed sothe equivocal expressions of 
et for our frequent difference of opinion on the'subjects of discussion betweeo 
us. He declared his having passed many: testless-nights in reflecting of the 
nature of thase discussions, and in. endeavouring to-técancile his -opinions'to' mine. 
He avowed his conviction of the necessity, as well.as-a due sense. of the obliga- 
tions, by which he was bound to conform to the advice of our Government, and 
to comply with the suggestions of its representative, and: prdtemed d-sincere 
desire to do so in every practicable case. He shinted, tai negiburprise, at big 
knowledge of measures in train at the Presidency for thesmppary a sy represen- 
tations, and appealed, in earnest and pathetic terins, 16 shy‘ long: and oe 
riendship, 
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frieadship,: for the moderate exercise of that support which he knew I must 
‘receive from the Government,-deéclaring that the power was in my bauds, that 
he was determined na: bongen to:appose my wishes or views, and using a number 
of conciliatory epitheta and.expressious which it is unnecessary, here to repeat. 


| 10. Taking advantage of the apparently happy frame of mind which induced 
those’ acknowlectgments and sx oressionss proceeded to discuss with his Excel- 
Tency a few of the principal questions which required an immediate adjustment : 
and first,’ with a reference to Budjha Sing, I applied with complete and inime- 
diate success the reasoning adopted in your despatch under date the Sth of Ma 
last. His &xcellency seemed’ peculiarly impressed by the conviction, which this 
reasoning afforded, of the inadequacy, or rather the injurious tendency, of the 
measures and proceedings adapted heretofore by himself, and of the right of the 
British Government to adopt more efficient measures with regard to the ma- 
rauder Budjha Sing, and acquiesced with readiness and seeming cordiality in 
every suggestion which I offered. The ultimate result of my negotiation on 
this point, and on the similar question of marauders finding refuge in the pro- 
vince of Baraitch, is already in detail before the Government. 


11. The second topic of our discussion was the extraordinary and ageravated 
nature and extent of the illegal exactions of duty which had been recently 
levied, under peculiar circumstances of violence and oppression, by bis Excel- 
lency’s Aumils and landholders on the banks of the Ganges and Gagra, from the 
merchants and traders of Futhaghur and Cawnpore, proceeding with their mer- 
chandize by water under the protection of the Honourable Company’s pass- 
ports, and without any intention of landing or disposing of it in this country. 
A sum of several thousand rupees had been levied by violence from those 
traders, whose boats had been detained for several weeks together at the gauths 
in his Excellency’s dominions, and the restitution of this money, with the 
penalty, was now claimed in terms of the commercial treaty, as well as the 
adoption of effectual measures for precluding such irregularities in future, On 
this subject a written discussion of considerable length had taken place between 
his Excellency and me, and ample satisfaction on the question was now for the 
first time promised by his Excellency. | 


12. The next questions of discussion were the complaints of Gungapershaud, 
havildar, and Joorawun Sing, sepoy, in the Honourable Company’s service, for 
outrages committed against their persons and property by an Aumil and Cutwaul 
in the service of the Vizier, ‘The detail of my written remonstrances on those 
subjects, and the sentiments of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in 
Council regarding them, are already recorded on the proceedings of the Govern- 
ment. The measure of justice and redress originally demanded by me, and for 
a time so pertinaciously refused by the Vizier, who persisted in avowing and 
vindicating the outrageous conduct of. his officers, was on this occasion promised 
by bis Excellency, and has since been reluctantly granted. 


13. I then proceeded to the question of the superintendence of the Khoored 
Muhl, and entreated his Excellency to review in a cool and dispassionate manner 
the arrangement which he had recently made, in direct violation of treaty, and 
in manifest opposition to the just rights and declared will ef her Highness the 
Bhow Begum, .as well as in disregard of my repeated and earnest advice. [ 
begged Him to consider the utter impossibility of the British Government’s 
acquiescence in, far less its support of, an arrangement, in breach of a solemn 
obligation to which that Government was a guarantee. I adinitted, for the sake 
of argument, that the ladies of the Khoord Muhl bore a nearer relation to his 
Excellency than.to ler Highness the Begum ; that his Excellency had originally 
confirmed: Tuhseen Alee Khan in the. superintendence of the Mull, in oppo- 
sition to.her Highness’s will, or with merely her tacit consent ; that the distribu- 
tion. of the stipends of the Muhl, received in the first instance from the Begum, 
had been made for a period of fourteer, years by Tuhseen, under his Exceilency’s 
exclusive control; that the accounts of those stipends had been uniformly 
rendered.to his Exeellency, and that the balance or surplus. of the distribution 
had heen. paid into his Excellency’s treasury. The utmost extent of the plea 
which @hiose ciscumstances, if admitted, could authorize, was that the Begum 
had wilfully delayed fora time the assertion of her just rights, and had acquiesced 
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in his. Excellency's encroachments ; not, surely, that her Highness’s positive 
and unquestionable right under the treaty had been abrresisod” or Jost by this 
delay. During all the period referred to, that is, from the confirmation of 
Tubseen Alee Khan's appointment after his Excellency’s accession to ‘the 
Musnud, whether with or against the declared or tacit consent of her Highness 
the Begum, no innovation Tad hitherto taken place. Her Highness became 
reconciled to Tuhseen, or acquiesced in his Excdlenay' views with a reference 
to the appointinent of that person. An innovation had now taken place, a 
direct infraction of the treaty had occurred, inasmuch as an utter stranger had 
been appointed to supersede ‘Tuhseen, without reference to the Begum on the 
subject, and in opposition to her declared will. Against this innovation and 
infraction her Highness had thought proper to appeal to the Government which 
guaranteed the engagement. Could this appeal be declined? Could the British 
Governinent, without a positive breach of its own faith, refuse to listen to. 
her Highness’s remonstrance ? and could his Excellency, under these circum- 
stances, expect to maintain the arrangement which he had made, in defiance of 
my repeated and earnest caution against the consequences of so unprecedented 
ameasurer Was it not better, more advisable, more conducive to his Excel- 
Jency’s repatation, to anticipate the consequences described, to supersede the 
necessity fur a positive demand by our Government of his observance of the 
obligation which it guaranteed, by restoring Tuhseen to the office of Super- 
intendent of the mull, as a voluntary act of justice on his own part, which I 
was still prepared to acquiesce in, and thus to put an end to a discussion which 
had caused so much uneasiness to both Would the comfort of the ladies of 
the muhl, for whom his Excellency had now professed so much regard, after 
appropriating for a series of years to himself a considerabie portion of their sub- 
sistence, which the Begum declined to claim, be in any degree infringed by this 
measure? Would her Highness the Begum, under whose protection, in whose 
city, at whose door, those ladies had resided for a period of forty years, who had 
regularly paid their full allowance without deduction, and to whom in fact their 
reputation, honour, and good conduct, as the females of her husband's house- 
hold, formed an object naturally of more importance and of greater interest than 
to his Excellency, or to any other person in the world, be so unmindful of her own 
dignity and reputation, as to treat those ladies with severity, and impel them. to 
disorderly conduct? Would Tuhseen Alee Khan, the faithful servant of the 
State, to whose superintendence and control those ladies had been habituated for 
a period of equal duration, and with whose conduct they had constantly 
expressed their satisfaction in the strongest and most animated terms, when now 
in the last stages of his existence, while suffering under the displeasure of his 
sovereign unjustly, and surrounded by enemies and spies, be less mindful of his 
character and credit, less kind or attentive to the ancient a of his attach- 
ment and regard, now aged and infirm like himself, than in the days of his more 
ample authority and power? Was there, in reality, any solid or even plausible 
objection to the measure, which justice and a due sense of my public duty 
induced me to recommend to his Excellency, and which the spirit and letter cf 
an express obligation on his own part, guaranteed by the British Government, 
required ? Again, I entreated his Excellency to consider in a@ dispassionate 
manner the tendency of all these remarks, and to hesitate ere he resolved to 
maintain an arrangement which could not be supported on any principle of jus- 
tice or sood faith, and consequently could never receive the sanction of the 
British Government. 


14. His Exccllency, after a little consideration, declared his acquiescence in 
my proposal, agreed to reinstate Tuhseen without delay, to announce his re-ap- 
pointment as an act of impartial justice to the ladies of the muhl, and to 
confer a khelat on Tulseen Alee Khan as a proof of his restoration to favour. 


15. These measures have since been carried inte effect ; thongh; I must add, 
With extraordinary reluctance and in a most ungracious manner, through every 
stage of the proceeding. The ladies of the muhl have been tanght to believe by 
Mirza Shoojaat Alee Khan, and others, in the confidence anc service of the Vizier, 
that the re-appointment of Tuhseen Alee Khan is a measure by no means of incli- 
nation on his part, and that their opposition to the authority of Tuhseen, atid even 


of the Begum, will be considered as a proof of their attachment to his arpa 
Tency, 
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lency, end may, probably lead in the end to the subversion of the late appoint- 
ment and the gratification of his Excellency’s views. “Opposition has accord- 
ingly been shewn on the part of a number of those ladies to the person appointed 
by. Tuhseen, with the concurrence and approbation of the Begum, to receive and 
distribute at Fyzabad the stipends of the ladies of the khoofd muhl; and that 
this opposition is secretly supported by intrigues carried on with his Excellency’s 
sanction or by his desire, is not only my firm.and decided opinion, but is publicly 
avowed and declared by the Begum, and by every other person acquainted in 
any degree with the circumstances of the recent transaction. His Excellency 
disavows it, of course; but his refusal to comply with my suggestions and those 
of the Begum, for putting a stop to the disorderly conduct of: the ladies of the 
muhl, affords a proof beyond question or doubt of the inference which I have 
submitted. A number of those ladies have recently: quitted Fyzabad in a most 
disgraceful manner, and are now on their way to Lucknow. 


16. The observations here made, and the facts on which they are founded, 
seem particularly worthy of notice, and are introduced in this despatch with the 
view of guarding against the impression which might otherwise be made, by the 
plausible but uncandid statement contained in his Excellency’s letter, with a 
reference to the superintendence of the khoord muhl. ‘Translations of two 
letters from the Begum are transmitted with the same view. 


17. Having disposed of, and finally concluded in a satisfactory manner, as I 
believed, the discussion of the question of the khoord muhl, I proceeded to 
represent the condition of her highness the younger Begum, and the apparently 
fixed resolution of this most respectable, unfortunate, and deeply injured perso- 
nage, to depart from the city of Lucknow, and to seek that protection and com- 
fort in the Honourable Company’s territory, which she had reason to despair of 
enjoying in the capital or dominions of the Vizier, her brother and natural pro- 
tector, His Excellency, as has been his uniform practice, disavowed in the 
strongest terms his intention of injuring the feelings or infringing the rights of 
the Begum, and retorted her complaints and accusations. My sentiments regard- 
ing the matter and manner of the unhappy disputes which have so long sub- 
sisted between his Excellency and the Begum, and which were always believed 
by my predecessors in office, and have recently been proved beyond a doubt, to 
be totally unsusccptible of adjustment or reconciliation, are already on the 
records of the Government, detailed in a number of my despatches, and espe- 
cially in my letter to your address under date the 8th of October last. 


18. His Excellency the Vizier, on the occasion now referred to, after listening 
with attention to an earnest appeal on my part in behalf of her Highness the 
Begum, made a proposal plausible in itself, but highly disingenuous, as it has 
since proved, on his part, and which he must have Known to be totally futile at 
the time, namely, that her Highness, in the present justly irritated state of her 
mind, should pay him a friendly visit, or receive a visit from him; should con- 
sent to the renewal of a friendly intercourse between them, which was originally 
suspended by himself and by his own ungenerous condtct; that a reconciliation 
should take place, through the medium of my intercession, with her Highness ; 
and that his Excellency’s future proceedings towards her should be regulated by 
my advice. 


19. Although I doubted the success of my mediation, the Vizier's proposal 
seemed so plausible, and the frame of mind aud disposition under which. it was 
made seemed so candid and sincere, that I resolved to undertake the task which 
he committed to me, and concluded the discussion of this question with a pro- 
mise to make the attempt. 


20. The last subject of discussion at my conference with his Excellency the 
Vizier, on the morning of the 18th of June, was the claim of Hoosein Alee Khan ; 
and on this subject alone, of all the points which were agitated, his Excellency 
seemed totally inflexible. He disavowed his knowledge or belief of any pro- 
vision having been ever made for the family of Hyder Beg Khan by the late 
Nawaub, Asuf-ood-Dowlah ; denied the right of this family to any: provision 
from himself; asserted his having made a declaration at the date of the Treaty 
of Cession, and subsequently to Lord Wellesley in person, of his inability to 
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continue the penstons which ‘had been granted by his pretlecessor,:and the acqui- 
escence of Lord Wellesley in this declaration, by reason of the division of ‘his 
country. I reptied to those arguments and assertions, by refertimy to the public 
records of his brother’s‘Government, and to sach of the public officers of that 
time as were still in existence, nay, to the testimony on oath, if required,: of 
every old and respectable inhabitant of Lucknow, for proof, the most clear and 
satisfactory, of the original grant of the pension, and its regular payment. until 
his Excellency's accession to the musaud. I submitted copies and extracts of 
the public records of this Government during the administration of. Tufuzzool 
Hoosein Khan, authenticated by the seal of Mirza Jafer, who held the office of 
‘Bukhshee, or paymaster of the troops and household, during the whole of that 
administration, and containing detailed statements of the distribution of the 
4um of Rupees 8,335 5% annas per mensem, as a pension to Akbur Alee Khan, 
Hoosein Alee Khan, and the other dependents of Hyder Beg. 1 assured his 
Excellency, that I bad examined my own records in vain, with a view to trace 
the declaration to which he referred, at the date of the Treaty of Cession or at 
any subsequent period. I described the utter impossibility of the British 
Crovernment, or its representatives, being induced, by any selfish or personal 
views, to sacrifice or compromise the rights of its ancient and faithful depen- 
dants. I stated the example of the stipends of a branch of the Royal Family 
of Delhi residing at Benares, from which the British Government had relieved 
his Excellency, by taking on itself the future payment of those stipends; and I 
referred it to his Excellency’s candour to determine, whether or not the same 
Government could be capable of acquiescing in a declaration of the nature above 
described, without engaging at the same time, orresolving, to pay all the pensions in 
question. With a reference to his Excellency’s .ability or obligation to provide 
for the faithful servants and dependants of his brother’s Government and his 
own, | maintained, that these could not have been affected in the smallest degree 
by the terms of the Treaty of Cession, which provided merely for His Excel- 
lency’s relief from established military charges to be incurred by the Honourable 
Company, for the future defence of his dominions and support of his just autho- 
rity; and I referred to the actual state of his treasury, to his own candour and 
sincerity, for his conviction of the truth of my persuasion, that his finances had 
yearly increased since the date of the ‘Treaty of Cession, and that the clear 
revenue which he derived from his present possessions was greater, far greater, 
than he derived, or could have ever expectcd to derive, from his dominions, under 
the influence of the subsidiary alliance concluded with Lord Teignmouth by 
himself. To all the arguments which I adduced on this subject, and to every 
appeal which J offered to his justicc, benevolence, and humanity, in behalf of 
Hoosen Alee Khan, his Excellency listened in silence, but continued immove- 
able on the question; and ultimately yielded with reluctance his sanction merely 
to the sale of some old mansions, the property of the late Hyder Beg Khan, 
(which his Excellency had formerly attempted to appropriate to his own use), 
with the view of protracting the wretched existence of Hoosein Alee Khan and 
his numerous family for a time. | 


21. I took my leave of his Excellency at mid-day on the 18th June, after a 
conference of more than threc hours, the general result of which will appear to 
the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council to have been satisfac- 
tory to a greater extent than was reported for his Lordship’s information in my 
despatch of the 20th of June last; though I am sorry to have occasion to add, that 
his Excellency's subsequent proceedings have by no means been uniformly con- 
sistent with bis professions und assurances on that day. 


22. The Vizier did me the honour to breakfast with me on the morning of 
the 27th of June, and a conference took place on that occasion, when I remon- 
strated in mild and conciliatory terms against the delay which had occurred ik 
the reinstatement of Tuhseen Alee Khan in his office of Superintendent of the 
khoord muhl, and which his Excellency disingenuously ascribed to his appre- 
hension of disorders in the muhl, when this measure should be announced to 
the ladies. Being now in possession of the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General’s letter to the Vizier, I should have deemed it to be my, duty to take 


this opportunity of presenting the letter to his Excellency, if 1 had not — 
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ta derive considerable advantage in the discussion of the more important ques- 
-tion of reform, aud of the right of investigation of the claims and demands of 
this. Government ta be enforced by our military power, which I was particularly 
instructed to assert, by the previous satisfactory adjustment of every subogdinate 
question that had been agitated between his Excellency and me. | 
. 23. To those subordinate questions, accordingly, I restricted my discourse 
on this occasion; and, in the first place, with a reference to the khoord muhl, 
I declared to his Excellency my conviction, that the possibility of disorder 
among the ladies depended entirely and exclusively on their belief of its afford- 
ing gratification to his mind. That the original and sole cause of the complaint 
of those ladies was the alleged misapplication or detention of a portion of the 
stipends of the muhl, uniformly received from the Begum, and paid as regularly 
by Tuhseen Alee Khan into his Excellency’s treasury, by his orders. ‘The 
allowance for the intercalary month, and the batta on Rukabee Rupees, if 
granted out of the surplus of those stipends, occasioned by casualties in the 
muhl, would put an end to every fear of disorder, and would be sufficient to 
reconcile the ladies to any arrangement which might be made for the future 
superintendence of the muhl, far more so to the restoration of Tuhseen, to 
whom they had‘uniformly professed the most sincere personal attachment, 
while remonstrating against the deductions from their allowance, and urging 
him to support this remonstrance. I entreated his Excellency to banish all such 
ee fears-as this from his mind, to reconsider the purport of his obligation 
to her Highness the Begum under the guarantee of the British Government, 
and by complying with her just and moderate desire of the reinstatement of 
Tuhseen Alee Khan in his office, to anticipate and preclude her Highness’s 
probable demand of the satisfaction of all her rights under the obligation in 
a nay, of the repayment of the sums of money hitherto received by his 
xcellency as the surplus of the stipends of the khoord muhl, to be distributed 
among the survivors at her discretion. ‘The Vizier seemed greatly impressed 
by this last observation on my part, and promised to summon Tuhseen Alec 
Khan to his presence on that or the following day, for the purpose of reinstating 
him in his office. 

24. I now reminded his Excellency that his promises at our former confer- 
ence, with a reference to the exaction of duties from the merchants or traders 
of Cawnpore, were still remaining to be fulfilled ; and I informed him that 
more recent complaints of the violence and extortion of his officers and sub- 
jects, in the districts of Sandee and Belgram, had been received from the mer- 
chants and traders. Repeated assurances of the most ample satisfaction on this 
point, and of the redress of the grievances of Gungapershaud and Joorawun 
Sing, sepoys, were conveyed to me on this occasion by his Excellency ; and on 
a retrospect of all the subordinate points which are noticed in the Right Ho- 
nourable the Governor-General’s letter, one question only occurred to my 
recollection at this time, which had not already and recently been discussed, 
and in a manner adjusted between us. 


25. The question alluded to was that of the redress of the grievances of 
Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan, the restoration of his hereditary rights posses- 
sions and privileges in the district of Sandee, of all which he had been most 
unjustly and violently deprived by the Aumil and others in that district, with 
his Excellency’s sanction, or by his orders, 


. 26, With a reference to this question I observed, that it might be considered, 
with justice, as a matter of more immediate and personal intcrest to myself, than 
any other subject of discussion that had arisen between his Excellency and me 
during the period of my residence at his Court. Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan 
had been my servant for more than fifteen years, and had uniformly during that 
period conducted himself so as to merit my approbation and regard. In former 
times, like every other landholder under the Government of Oude, he had Been 
subjected occasionally to violence and oppression for atime, but had unitormly 
obtained either total or partial redress, through the intercession of former 
Residents, particularly of Mr. Middleton, during the Government of the late 
Nawaub Asuf-ood-Dowlah, and of Mr. Lumsden, Colonel Scott, and Colonel 
Collins, since his Excellency’s accession to the musnud. To those —_ gen- 
tlemen 
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tlemen he had been known but through the medium of my recommendation ;. 
yet their intercession, as in a just cause, had usually. scaaliad, and had uniformly: 
served to maintain him in the possession of at least a considerable portion of 
ce. neg i privileges and rights, of which he was now entire y dispos- 
sessed, while in the confidential employment of the Government as being my. 
principal Moonshee, and having charge of all the. Persian records of my office. 
That it was true, I had long been restrained, by motives of personal delicacy, 
from urging the redress of the Moonshee’s grievances to his Excellency, in such 
terms as a sense of public duty would have led me to use, and have enabled me 
to apply with success, in bebalf of any other subject or dependant of the British 
Government, whose complaints might have come before me; but that a know- 
ledge of this circumstance, and a conviction of the justice of the Moonshee’s 
claims and complaints in his Excellency’s mind, should have naturally tended to 
the redress of the grievances stated, as soon as they were known to his Excel- 
Jency ; and that, at all events, when the deficiency in my representations was 
so fully and so ably supplied by a direct communication from the Government, 
in the name of the Vice-President in Council, containing or accompanied by a 
detail of the obvious grounds of justice on which the redress of those grievances 
was Claimed, it was difficult to account for any further delay in the satisfaction 
of the Moonshee’s rights, unless indeed it were supposed that the situation of 
the claimant, as a servant of the British Government confidentially employed by 
me, had rendered him obnoxious to his Excellency’s displeasure. | 


27. The Vizier most solemnly disavowed any ground of displeasure with the 
Moonshee ; professed his uniform readiness to consider and admit of his claims 
against the Government, in-as far as they were supported by sunnuds ; nay, 
without reference to the justice of his claims, to grant him a yearly allowance 
for nankar, as a mark of personal friendship for me, which had been frequently 
offered and rejected ; and with regard to his disputes with other subjects of the 
Government, to refer them for investigation to the Adawlut, which was the only 
tribunal that could decide on the merits of such questions or disputes. 


28. I replied, that I had uniformly restricted my views in the Moonshee’s 
behalf to such possessions in the district of Sandee as were clearly established 
to belong to him by proofs and sunnuds the most satisfactory and authentic 
that could be conceived. That for proof of his zemindary rights, and of his 
title to a share of the allowances and privileges of Chowdree and Canoongoe in 
the district of Sandee, in common with numerous other branches of his family, 
who were actually now in possession of their respective shares of those rights, 
the lanes possession of his ancestors for a period of nearly two-hundred 
years, proceeding on a firmaun under the seal of the Emperor Shah Jehan, was 
surely more than sufficient. That the distribution of those rights, allowances, 
and privileges, among the various branches of the Moonshee’s family at two 
successive periods, one of them antecedent to the authority of his Excellency’s 
ancestors over Oude, and the particular shares allotted to the ancestors of 
Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan and to himself, were authenticated and deter- 
mined by original documents, the written acknowledgments of the parties to 
the distribution, against which no grounds of cavil could be stated. That for 
the particular share of the Moonshee’s ancestor in a direct line, Seyyed Chiragh 
Alee, namely, the village of Tutha Nuggur rent free (subsequently exchanged 
for Muhwa Colie), and a yearly allowance in money of one thousand two hun- 
dred rupees (for which the village of Mohummud Nuggur Tiloween was after- 
wards substituted), he possessed original sunnuds, under the seals of the Na- 
waubs Abdoolla Khan and Azeez Khan, jagierdars of Sandee, before that dis- 
trict, with the province of Oude, came into the possession of Boorhan-ool-Moolk, 
his Excellency’s ancestor; and under those sunnuds, without renewal or.ob- 
jection, the possession of the Moonshee’s ancestors — till about the 
period of the demise of the late Nawaub Shuja-oud-Dowlah, when the whole 
race of the Seyyeds of Sandee were dispossessed of their rights for a time,’ 
throuch the influence of a Hindoo, who claimed those rights as a descendant of 
the ancient Zemindars in possession before the edict of Shah Jehan. That the 
rights of the Seyyeds had been restored to them shortly after the accession of 


Asuf-ood-Dowlah to the musnud ; and that immediately after this restoration, 
title 
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title of Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan had been recognized and confirmed in Bengal Polttical 
his owa person, through the influence of Mr. Middleton, then Resident at this eons 
Court, as appeared ‘by an’authenticated copy of an order issued by Hyder Beg ~ eae 
Khan to the Aumil of Sandee, by an original letter under.the seal and signa- Letter 
ture of Mr. Middleton, addressed to the same Aumil, and by an original order from Resident at 
from the Aumil of Sandee'to his Naib. That subsequent confirmations, the  Pucknow. 
most ample, of the title of Moonshee He Nuckee Khan to every right, pos- 

session, and privilege, which had been claimed by me in his behalf, were exhi- 

bited ‘in three original mandates under the seal of the Nawaub Asuf-ood-Dowlah, 

addressed to the Aumils of Sandee, and in corresponding orders to those offl- 

cers under the seal of the minister, Hyder Beg Khan, and of the British 

Resident at this Court, who was authorized and accustomed in those ‘days ‘to’ 

issue orders to the officers of this Government on every question of importance 

which came before him. That under those sunnuds the Moonshee’s possession | 

of alt his rights was uniformly acknowledged, nay, supported and maintained 

by this Government and its je, eet though occasionally and partially disturbed 

by his associates and opponents in Sandee, till the death of Almass Alee Khan, 

whose authority had been always exerted in support of the Moonshee’s rights. 

That on occasions of partial usurpation or molestation by the Moonshee’s 

associates in the zemindary, and in the rights of Chowdree and Canoongoe, 

the mediation of the Residents at this Court had been constantly offered, and 

admitted in his behalf, as was established by the records of my office, more 

especially in the time of Colonel Scott, when a mandate under his Excellency’s 

seal, to the address of Almass Alee Khan, was obtained, directing that Aumil’s 

support of Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan in the maintenance of all his pos- 

segsions. | 


29. For a further and more accurate detail of all the arguments which I had 
now stated to his Excellency, and for authenticated copies of all the sunnuds and 
other documents described, I referred his Excellency to my letters in his possses- 
sion ; and fur the deliberate and impartial judgment of the Honourable the Vice- 
President in Council, on the whole of the merits of the case, as explained in those 
letters, and his Excellency’s answers to them, I referred to the Vice-President’s 
letter under-date the 29th of March 1811. 


39. His Excellency disavowed his being in possession of any authenticated 
snnnuds to establish the Moonshee’s rights, expressed the necessity of his receiv- 
ing and taking time tu examine and investigate the sunnuds for each particular 
claim before be should be required to admit it, renewed his offer of a yearly 
allowance to the Moonshee as nankar, with a view to my satisfaction, or as t 
‘gecod of his friendship for me, and for the purpose of saving trouble. This offer 

rejected of course, and entreated his Excellency to revise our correspondence 
on the subject of the Moonshee’s claims, to peruse the copics of the sunnuds 
which were conveyed and referred to in that correspondence, and if a doubt 
existed in his mind regarding the authenticity of any one of the sunnuds, to require 
the original from me, and compare it with the copy in my presence, or with the 
view of saving him trouble, to depute a confidential servant, or appoint his 
minister to confer on the question with me, to examine the original sunnuds and 
collate them with the copies in his possession, or with new copies, which I 
engaged to prepare. His Excellency now seemed unwilling to continue the dis- 
cussion of this question, complained of a violent head-ache, promised to take an 
early opportunity of revising the correspondence and sunnude, and to commu- 
nicate the result to me at our next conference, which was fixed for that day 
se’nnight, the 4th ultimo. 


$1. During the interval between this and my next conference with the Vizier, 
his Excellency seemed unnecessarily dilatory in the fulfilment of many of the 
Promises which were made to me at our interview of the 18th of June; and my 
daily messages to his Excellency, having réference to the reinstatement of Tuhseen 
Alee Khan, to the redress of the grievances of Gungapershaud havildar, and 
Joorawun Sing sepoy, to the continued exaction of duties from the merchants 
and traders of Cawapore, and a few other subordinate points, were answered by 
rivolows excuses, which indicated a disposition to evade the satisfactory adjust- 
ment of points that no longer admitted of discyssion. , a: 
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$2. To a message on the 2oth of June, soliciting in earnest terms the imme- 
diate and final adjustment of those points, with a view. to:my reporting it to Go- 
vernment, in confirmation of the favourable report which I had made on the 
20th of that month, by his Excellency’s particular desire, I received an answer 
from his Excellency, importing that he was actually occupied in writing and 
issuing his orders to give effect to the assurances which he had made to me on 
all those subordinate points, and would conviuce me of'the truth of this asser- 
tion at our next meeting, when he intended to make a particular and earnest 
request on his own part, to which he would entreat my most favourable 
altention. | | 


$3. Considering the import of this message to be nothing else than a subter- 
fuge on the part of his Excellency, 1 determined to present the Govyernor-Gene- 
ral’s letter to him without any further delay, and to render the substance of that 
letter the ground-wourk of all my future discussions and arguments on the points 
to which it referred. 


34. His Excellency listened with great attention to the contents of his Lord- 
ship's letter, which I read to him from a copy carried with me for that purpose, 
being aware of his inclination to evade the perusal of such letters'in my presence. 
He interrupted me several times to comment on some passages of the letter, par- 
ticularly that in which his supersession of Tuhseen Alee Khan in the superinten- 
dence of the khoord muhl is described as his appointment of a person of his own 
seleetion, to collect, as his Excellency professed to understand it in the Persian, 
or to receive, as in the English copy, the revenue of the jaidad, and to distribute 
it tothe ladies of the muhl. He disavowed his ever having made such an 
appointinent, declared that the Governor-General was misinformed ; and boast- 
ing, as it were, of the advantage which the application of this particular word 
in his Lordship’s letter afforded him, he added, that he could give a satisfactory 
reply to that and every other part of the letter. 


35. I treated this absurdity, of course, as it deserved, and explained the mean- 
ing of the words in his Lordslip’s letter to be merely the supersession of Tuhseen 
Alee Khan by the appointment of another person to execute those duties, which 
he had performed with the consent and approbation of the Begum, namely, to 
receive the stipends from her Highness (not of course to collect them from the 
jaidad, which had never been the duty of the Nazir) and to distribute them to. 
the ladies of the muhl; in short, the appointment of a Nazir or superintendent 
of the khoord muhl, contrary to the will of her Highness the Begum, whose 
exclusive control and authority over the muhl was expressly provided for by 
treaty, under the Honourable Company’s guarantee. 


$6. His Excellency made no reply to the above explanation on my part, and 
waving any further discourse on the subject of the Governor-General’s letter, he 
proceeded to convey to me his particular and earnest request, which to my asto- 
nishment, after solemnly disavowing its connection in any degree with the con- 
tents of the letter just read, he announced to be that of my assistance in gbtain- 
ing the permission of the Government for his departure without delay on a 
pilgrimage. He declared that, on this condition, he would immediately do all 
that was required of him in the Right Honourable the Governor-General’s letter, 
and every thing which I might propose, but that otherwise he woukl do nothing 
till his answer to the letter should be prepared. 


37. [had very considerable difticulty in commanding my countenance into.no 
more than a smile on the occasion of a proposition so extremely puerile and 
absurd, though at the same time so characteristic of his Excellency. During the 
whole time of breakfast, in the highest possible spirits, and in a mauner the most 
gracious towards me, he had been talking of his proposed amusements for the 
ensuing cold season, of horse-racing, and of his horses expected from England, 
exhibiting designs for new palaces and*decorations of reoms, the execution . 0 
which had commenced, and the completion of which, if intended,. must OGt@py 
and serve to amuse him for a period of several years ; and thus. did . his: Exeel- 
lency, without a blush or the smallest hesitation in his expression, declare to me 
I a serious manner, calling God to witness his truth, that-an immediate or early 


departure on a pilgrimage, a release from the cares and troubles of aie ed 
acl. 
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had bgen for.a considerable period of time theleading object-pt his desire, the Hengal Political 
principal purpose of his heart. - ee peace, BEM x a i 


_ 98 My answer to the above declaration, in as fur as if seems worthy Letter 
of being recorded, was merely to the following effect. That. his Cotas from Resident at 
could not expect me to suppuse him serious in harbouring ur exptessing such —Lucknott." 
a design. That he had made use of similar expressions to me on one occasion 

before, shortly after my arrival at his Court, and that in consequence, as I 

believed, of ny remonstrances against the measures of violence which were 

then meditated against Tuhseen Alee Khan, the unhappy object of his aversion, 

Fshould have added of his relentless and unmerited persecution, which he now 

seems resolved to continue till the death of this aged and faithful servant of his 

house. That I had ample reason to consider the proposal of a pilgrimage, or of 

his Extellency’s quitting his Government, if it had ever been seriously made, 

as entirely abandoned by his Excellency; and that the renewal of it on this 

occasion could, in my judgment, have no other view than the evasion of a 
satisfactory answer to the Right Honourable the Governor-General’s letter of the 

28th of December 1810, and of the further purposes and objects of the letter which 

I had now read in his presence ; but I added, that if his Excellency were really 

serious in this proposal, and should repeat his request to me at our next inter- 

view in a grave and dispassionate manner, I should be prepared with a satisfac- 

tory reply. I now took my leave of the Vizier; and the purport of his particular 

and earnest request on the morning of the 4th ultimo, though once slightly 

hinted at in a message through the channel of my Moonshee, has never been 

repeated in my presence. 


39. My next conference with the Vizier was on the morning of the 18th 
ultimo, when his Excellency did me the honour to breakfast with me. During 
the interval between this and our former interview, Tuhseen Alee Khan had been 
twice admitted into the Presence, had nominated his deputy to proceed to 
Fyzabad for the purpose of taking charge of the khoord muhl, a letter had been 
oe age to announce bis re-appointment, and the name of his deputy, to the 
adies, and ultimately, after repeated remonstrances on my part, a khelat had 
been sent to the deputy, but in such a manner as to convince the Nazir, the 
ladies of the muh!, and every respectable inhabitant of Lucknow, as well as 
myself, that the measure of Tuhseen’s reinstatement was by no means spon- 
taneous on the part of his Excellency, and that its failure would be gratifying to 
his mind. 


40. I submitted all these circumstances, and explained their obvious tendency, 
tothe Vizier at our conference on the 18th ultimo. I predicted disorders in the 
muhl, and did not hesitate to pronounce that his Excellency was the only per- 
son responsible for those disorders. I submitted to him the reports of my news- 
writer in Fyzabad, from which it was clear and unquestionable that intrigues had 
already commenced, for the purpose of defeating an arrangement prescribed by 
the British Government, in strict observance of its own public faith, and which its 
power might be justly applied to enforce; and after entreating his Excellency to 
reflect on the nature of those observations, I remarked, that as he must now be 
much occupied in preparing his answer to the Governor-General’s letter, 1 would 
not detain him any longer. 


41. Ag his Excellency was taking leave of me, I reminded him, ina few 
words, of his promise to revise our correspondence on the sukject of my Moon- 
shee’s claims, and he declared, to my astonishment, that on inquiving for those 
papers, he discovered that the death of a servant, to whom they were committed, 
‘had occasioned their being lost or mislaid. I instantly assured him in reply, 
though aware of the nature of this subterfuge from repeated experience on former 
occasions, witha reference to more important and original dacuments, that dupli- 
cates of all my letters, with authenticated copies of his own copies, and of the 
Moonshee’s suntiuds, should be prepared and submitted without any delay." His 
Excellency reverted to his unreasonable and frivolous demand of all the original 
sunnuds to be inspected and examined at his leisure, and I repeated my former 
Proposat on this subject without success. | | | 


42, On 
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42. On the morning of the 28th ultimo I waited on his Excellency, with the 
view of endeavouring to gather from his conversation on the leading topics of the 
Riyht Honourable the Governor-General’s letter, the general tenor of the answer 
which he was occupied in framing to that letter, and taking advantage of any- 
opportunity which might arise of enlarging on the arguments which it contained. 


43, His Excellency, as usual on such occasions, was extremely guarded in his. 
remarks with a reference to the Governor-General’s letter. He acknowledged, 
generally, his conviction of the absolute necessity of a compliance with his Lord- 
ship’s suggestions and advice, that he had no other friend nor protector in the 
world than his Lordship, no resource but in obedience to his will. He would 
offer a candid statement of all the circumstances and transactions referred to in 
his Lordship’s letter, and submit the decision to his judgment. There were 
some points discussed in the letter which had been already satisfactorily adjusted 
in compliance with my desire; there were others which he would concede as far 
as possible; and with regard to some, in which his acquiescence was impossible 
without diminishing his consequence and power, he would state the grounds of 
that impossibility to bis Lordship, and leave the questions to his Lordship to 
decide. 


44. I requested his Excellency to inform me whether the grounds and argu- 
ments to which he now alluded had been already under discussion with me, or 
were suggested by more recent consideration. I submitted, that the Right 
Hononrable the Governor-General in Council, in framing his last letter to his 
Excellency, could not be supposed to have overlooked any part of the former 
discussions on the important question of reform, or on any of -the subordinate 
questions and claims which had been agitated between his Excellency and me, 
and referred by me to the Government, in consequence of our difference in 
Opinion. That the grounds of this difference in opinion, in his Excellency’s 
language as well as mine, had been fully detailed in my despatches containing 
copies of the correspondence between us, and that, under such circumstances as 
these, it would obviously argue on the part of his Excellency a want of con- 
sideration for the dignity of the British Government, as well as of just deference 
to its counsels, if those counsels should again be evaded or opposed, by the 
same arguments and objections which had already been offered and repelled. 
That the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, to use the impres- 
sive language with which his Lordship’s letter concluded, had ‘‘ sclicited nothing 
“ from his Excellency but what justice, his own reputation, the prosperity of 
‘* his country, and the spirit of the subsisting alliance demanded,” and that it 
behoved his Excelleney to hesitate and reflect maturely, while framing his 
answer to that letter, on the nature of such requests and suggestions as those, 
and the probability at least, if not the certainty, of their being hereafter con- 
verted into demands, in the case of protracted. refusal to comply with them, or of 
evasion, upon slight and frivolous grounds, that had already obtained ample con- 
sideration. 


45. His Excellency listened with great attention, but made no reply to those 
remarks; and despairing of gaining an accurate knowledge of his intentions 
with a reference to any particular question by further general discourse, I 
renewed the discussion of a few of the subordinate points which still remained to 
be adjusted. | : —_~ 


46. The measures suggested for the restitution of the sums of money: exacted 
by his Excellency’s officers and landholders from the merchants of Cawtipore and 
Fathaghur, though repeatedly and almost daily promised by his Exceltency, 
had not yet been carried into'effect, the redress of the grievances of Gunga- 
ee and Joorawun Sing remained to be accomplished, and the leave of 
absence of those persons had expired. —— 7 


47, I now exhibited and read to his Excellency in Persian, from the original 
English in my hands, the substance of your despatch of the 25th of June last, 
having reference to a number of questions, and particularly to the two last ahove 
described, observing to his Excellency, that though furnished with the senti- 
ments of the Governmenton the cases of those men, and with its positive instruc- 


tions to insist on the most ample redress of their grievances, I was still disposed 
| to 
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‘to acquiesee in the moderate degree of redress which was origingYy suggested by 
myself, and to receive that measure of compensation for the wrongs sustained by 
our sepoys, asa proof of his Excellency’s disposition to comply with my own 
friendly advice, unconnected with the support which it bad obtained from the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council. | 


48. The Vizier becaine visibly impressed with a conviction of the impropriety 
of his conduct and correspoudence in regard to Gungapershaud and Joorawun 
Sing. He replied to me in these remarkable words: ‘I have acted unwisely, 
‘* and I have suffered for it: forgive me, and what you desire shall be done.” 
He has since performed his promise, though I am sorry to repeat, with reluctance, 
as is stated in a former paragraph of this despatch. A public officer of his Croveru- 
ment has also proceeded, at ny desire, attended by an armed force, and accom- 
panied by an accredited agent on the part of the merchants and traders of Cawn- 
pore, for the purpose of enforcing the restitution of the illegal exactions from 
those persons, and taking penal bonds from all the landholders on the banks of 
the Ganges and Gagra, to preclude future complaints. 


49. I now submitted to his Excellency a letter received the day before from 
her Highness the younger Begum, in answer to a message which I had sent to 
her, announcing my intention ofa visit. A translation of this letter is enclosed 
for the Richt Honourable the Governor-General’s perusal, and the contents of it 
clearly indicate what has since been more fully established, that her Highness’s 
just resentment of the Vizier’s unnatural conduct towards her had risen at length 
to a degree, which left little or no prospect of a cordial reconciliation between 
them. I suggested to his Excellency on this occasion, the propriety of some 
direct and unequivocal manifestation of his good will and liberality towards the 
Begum, such as the commutation of the supply of her kitchen for an allowance 
in ready money, with the view of assisting my endeavours to appease her. 


50. This proposal his Excellency declined, on the ground of our former agrec- 
ment, that an attempt at least to reconcile them to each other should precede 
his concession of her claims; and being determined to wait on her Highness at 
all events, in conformity with my promise to the Vizier, I waved the further 
discussion of this question till the result of my visit should be known. 


_ _[ then reminded his Excellency, that a month had nearly elapsed since his 

receipt of the letter from the Governor-General, and that the delay of more than 
a year in replying to former letters should be atoned for, on the present occasion, 
by a speedy and satisfactory reply. 


51. From the 28th ultimo until the 25th instant, I had no conference with the 
Vizier. His Excellency visited me on the 11th instant, but complained of a 
severe head-ache, and declined entering into conversation on business, assuring 
wc, however, on this occasion, as he had regularly assured me in answer to my 
daily messages since our last conference, that his letter to the Governor-General 
was very nearly finished and should be sent to me in a few days. He further 
announced his intention, with the view of making some arrangement in behalf 
of Hoosein Alee Khan, tosummon first that person, and afterwards Akbur Alee 
Khan into his presence, and to inform me of the result of his proceedings and 
further deliberation on this subject, which was, he added, the only point of his 
letter on which his mind was not entirely made up. 


52, T have since understood from Hoosein Alee Khan, that his Excellency 
addressed him on the 12th instant in nearly the following words: ‘ Your father 
‘* was a zealous and faithful servant ef this Government, and on a memorable 
‘* occasion of disagreement between my brother and the English Government he 
** proceeded in person to Calcutta, for the purpose of adjusting all the matters in 
** dispute. An unpleasant discussion has now arisen between me and the Eng- 
“ lish Government, and you are the sole cause of it. Is this becoming your 
** condition, and the character and services of your father? What do you 
‘* require from me? Can I settle your dispute with your brother? 1 shall 
* send for and admonish him to-morrow. What more do you desire r” 


53. Hoosein Alee Khan informs me that he submitted to his Excellency, in 
reply, the wretched condition to which he was reduced, partly by the obstinacy 
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of his brother, end partly by his Excellency’s unkindness. That the claims of 
his father’s posterity upon this Government were independent of their disputes 
with each other, and that the pension and jagier which they enjoyed for many 
years, indeed uniformly from the death of their father till his Excellency’s acces- 
sion to the musnud, were known to all ranks and descriptions of people ‘at 
Lucknow. 


54. His Excellency dismissed Hoosein Alee Khan immediately after hearing 
the above statement, and has not sent for him again. Akbur Alee Khan, who 
is still confiued in the dowlut khana, and with other prisoners of this Govern- 
ment under charge of the Honourable Company's sepoys, though under his Ex- 
cellency’s exclusive authority and control, has been twice summoned into the 
Presence, but the result of his attendance is unknown to me. 


55. On the morning of Tuesday the 25th instant I waited on his Excellency 
the Vizier, and had a long conference with his Excellency. Conclading, frons 
his message of the preceding day, that his letter to the Governor-General must 
be prepared, I suggested the propriety of my being permitted to revise the draft 
of it with his Excellency before it should be copied for transmission, with‘the 
view of saving unnecessary trouble to both of us, by now offering such remarks 
for his consideration as the tenor of the draft might suggest to me, instead of 
submitting them eventually hereafter, in the form of a written remonstranee, 
when the letter should be finally prepared. 


56. His Excellency declined producing the draft, on the grounds that it was 
not customary to do so, and that it would be time enough to submit my 
remarks when I found any thing in his Ictter to require them, and that, of 
course, it should be sent open for my perusal. 


57. Being thus disappointed in my hope of ascertaining his Excellency’s 
intention with regard to the question of reform and the other unadjusted points 
of the Right Honourable the Governor-General’s Ictter, I still considered it to 
be niy duty, and as I termed it, an act of friendship for his Excellency, to take 
a final summary review of the discussions which had recently occurred on the 
subjects which remained to be adjusted. I used evcry argument that I could 
devise to induce his cordial acquiescence in the general system of reform, 
recommended by the Government for his adoption. I pointed out to him the 
fallacy of his apprehensions with regard to the complete success of the reform, 
if entered into with a sincere disposition, on his part, to promote the objects im 
view. I argued, with a reference not only to this question but to the establish- 
ment of courts of justice and police throughout Oude, the re-establishment of 
Tuhseen Alee Xhan’s authority over the Khoord Muhl, and universally to the 
successful execution and accomplishment of every just measure and view which 
could form an object of mutual interest to the two States, that two things only 
were required to give perfect efficiency to such measures ; namely, a sincere and 
cordial disposition to promote them on the part of his Excellency, and the 
exertion of the British influence and power in aid of his Excellency’s anthority, 
justly applied and djrected. That it was in vain, nay, absurd, to express or 
contemplate material difficulty or opposition in the progress of just measures to 
be thus undertaken and supported ; and that the apprehended diminution of his 
Excellency’s consequence or authority, by his acquiescence in the friendly advice 
of the British Government, or his application of the effectual support of its 
power, was equally imaginary and groundless: but that, whatever might be his 
Excellency’s resolution on the important question of reform, his immediate 
admission of the alternative so frequently submitted by me and enforced by the 
Right Honourable the Governor-Gencral’s letter, was obviously as indispensable 
as it was just; and I considered it to be my duty to apprize his Excellency, 
once for all, that the unquestionable right of the British Government, which 
his Lordship had thus defined and established in his letter, could never, on any 
principle, nor by any evasion, be set aside. | 


58. I then recapitulated the grounds and arguments on which the clat 
Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan had been so strongly recommended to his Excel- 
lency’s favourable consideration by the Honourable the Vice-President,the Right 


Honourable the Governor-General, and by myself, in several impressive eka 
| : aie 
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and at two recent conferences with bis Excellency. I stated some ‘additional 
arguments in behalf of Hoosein Alee Khan, arising out of information more 
recently obtained of his Excellency’s promise to Lord Wellesley, during his 
Lordship’s visit to Lucknow, regarding the future regular payment of all the 
pensions of this Government, and the liquidation of the arrears which were 
due ; and, finally, I reminded his Excellency of the strong and ‘remarkable 
words in the Governor-General’s letter, with 2 reference to Hloosein Alee Khan: 
‘‘ It is impossible for me to cease from troubling your Excellency on this 
‘© subject until,”.8c. It behoved his Excellency to deliberate on the tendency 
of those expressions while forming his resolution on this question. 


59. With a reference to the superintendence of the Khoord Mubl, I submitted 
some letters from her Highness the Begum and papers of intelligence from my 
news-writer at Fyzabad ; from which it was clearly established that the disgrace- 
ful and disorderly conduct of the ladies of the Muh, if not expressly sanctioned 
by his Excellency, had at the least his gratification for its object; and I 
warned his Excellency that those statements would, of necessity, be forwarded 
to the Presidency, as a comment on any remarks which he might offer, of a 
tendency to subvert the arrangement that had been made in compliance with 


my advice. 


* 60. With regard to the younger Beguin, I expressed my sincere concern at 
her seemingly fixed and unalterable resolution of quitting his Excellency’s 
country and avoiding a reconciliation with him. I apprized him of the dav (the 
following Thursday) which had been fixed for my conference on this subject 
with her Highness, and promised to let him know the result ; and after receiving 
an assurance from his Excellency, who had listened to me with attention for an 
hour, that he would meditate on all that I had said to him, and again refer to all 
his papers, more particularly to the record of his discussions with Lord Wel- 
lesley at Lucknow, before he finally transmitted his answer to the Right Honour- 
able the Governor-General’s ietter, I took my leave, with a well-grounded hope 
that the answer would be uighly satisfactory on every question of importance to 
be treated in it. : 


61. On the evening of the following day (the 26th instant), I received his 
Excellency’s letter to the address of the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General, which should have been forwarded without any delay, and would have 
superseded the necessity for this voluminous detail of my proceedings, if it had 
not fallen far short of my reasonable hopes and expectations on cvery important 
point of its contents. 


62. I should have failed in the discharge of my duty, and should have ill 
repaid the confidence and support which his Lordship in Council has uniformly, 
and now more especially, been pleased to afford to me, if I had suffered such a 
letter as this to proceed to his Lordship’s address without previously remonstrating 
on the contents of it. Although humble and submissive in its language and 
manner throughout, and expressive of an ultimate resolution to abide by his 
Lordship’s decision on all the questions at issue, it is so full of the Vizier's 
characteristic deceit and evasion, so replete with erroneous statements of every 
fact and argument that it contains, as to exceed in all those characteristic qua- 
lities every former production of his Excellency’s that has fallen under my 
observation. | 


63. I have written and transmitted a strong remonstrance to his Excellency, 
the effect of which remains to be seen, and [ have requested an early commu- 
nication of his wishes regarding the despatch or detention of his letter. 


64. Before concluding this despatch, I must report, as I do with concern, for 
his Lordship in Council’s information, the total failure of my endeavours to 
bring about a cordial, or indeed any degree of reconciliation between the 
Vizier and her Highness the younger Begum. I waited on her Higtmess by her 
appointment on the morning of the 27th instant, and remained in attendunce 
and conversation with her for upwards of two hours. The detail of her manifold 
Srievances, of the indignities, mhumanity, degradation, and contempt, which 
she had suffered at the hands of her brother, and seemed determined to suffer 
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Benga Folitcal no longer, would require a volume to be stated. I perceived immediately, as 
2 July 1813. indeed | had foreseen for several weeks, that the time for conciliation was past, 
se that the irritation of her Highness’s mind was too gteat to be appeased any 
Letter longer by promises, or indeed by acts of kindness trom the Vizier; that the 
pie eee miserable preparations for her journey from Lucknow, inadequate as they must 
Cree prove to her comfort, were already actually made, and that her departure on that 
very day had been prevented exclusively by my visit. Every argument, every 
entreaty on my part, every assurance of future kindness and generous treatment 
on the part of her brother, were offered and repeated in vain. She excluimed, 
that ‘*‘ she had been treated like a child, like a slave, by a person whom she was 
** born to command ; that death was* sweet and desirable compared with such 
“ an existence; and what could I suppose her, under such circumstances, to 
apprehend from the fatigues or even dangers of a journey, more espe- 
cially such a journey as this, from an enemy’s country to a friend’s. ‘Lhe 
‘ British territory was the only friendly country left to her, the Governor- 
** General her only friend and protector. ‘Io that country, to his Lordship, she 
‘* would fly for an asylum; and unless I sought her immediate death, I could 
‘ neither wish to prevent nor detain her.” At length, with the greatest reluc- 
tance, and in a state of mind which I cannot attempt to describe, her Highness 
was induced by my repeated and earnest entreaty to limit her journey for the 
present to the principal town in her jagier, at the distance of twelve cosses fron 
this city, and there she has promised to await the result of my communication to 
Government of her fixed and unalterable resolution te quit the capital and 
country of Oude, and to reside in the Honourable Company’s dominions, at any 
station, and under any circumstances, which may be prescribed to her. 


n~ 


65. My subsequent proceedings and correspondence with her Highness and 
with the Vizier, regarding her, shall forin the subject of a future despatch. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. BarnureE, 
Sist August 1812. Resident. 
Letter from From Her Highness the Bhow Begum. (Received 10th Shabaun 1227, 
the Bhow Begum. 19th August 1812.) 


I have conformed to your advice regarding the Khoord Muhl, and on the 
Tepresentation of Mohummud Nughut J have issued the necessary instructions 
to my people, who are posted on all sides round the Khoord Muhl, and by 
guarding the avenues of ingress and egress have prevented the ladies from 
quitting it. The adoption of this measure greatly confounded them, and they 
were on the point of dropping further opposition, and submitting to authority, 
when letters from Mirza Shujat Alee Khan Behadur, brother of my son Saadut 
Alee Khan Behadur, and from other persons at Lucknow, of a nature tending 
to encourage them in their views, were received and excited a fresh disposition 
to commotion. Mirza Seraj-ud-deen Hyder Khan Behauder, Mirza Kumial- 
ood-deen Hyder Khan Behadur, and Mirza Hoosein Alee Khan Behadur, have 
likewise been instrumental in deceiving those ladies, and may be considered 
as principal agents in fomehting their discontents. ‘To stop their allowance is 
therefore the only effectual remedy left, for until they experience the extremity 
of privation and distress, they will not relinquish their evil intentions. If my 
son, Nawaub Saadut Alee Khan Behadur, were to address a letter to the fol- 
lowing effect to his brothers, Mirza Seraj-ud-deen Hyder Khan Behauder, Mirza 
Kumal-ud Deen Hyder Khan Behadur, and Mirza Hoosein Alee Khan Behadur, 
there is no doubt that it would be completely successful; ‘* Her Highness the, 
“ Begum being equally your parent as she is mine, you must deport your- 
“selves according to her will, and persuade the ladies of the Khoord uhi 
‘ to submit themselves to her authority and to return to their respective habi- 
‘* tations, to receive their stipends month after month, and enjoy all the ease 
«and comforts of their situation, and any opposition to the orders of her 
‘* Highness will be not only ruinous to themselves, but will also draw down 
* upon all of them my greatest displeasure, as well as that uf her Highness. 


Let my son likewise address an arzdasht to me to this effect; that 1 am = 
sole 
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sole controller of the Khoord Muhl, that I should use my own discretion in 
pacifying the members of it and inducing them to return to their houses, . that 
if they oppose my authority it will be necessary for me to take effectual mea- 
sures for obliging them to repair to their houses, and that he will assist me in 
those measures. When an arzdasht and letter of the foregoing purport shall 
Le received from my son, and the ladies of the Khoord Muhl shall be made 
acquainted with the contents of them, they will immediately desist from all 
further noise and resistance, and will betake themselves to their respective 
apartments, without offering the smallest objection whatever. 


A true translation: 


(Signed) J. Baruuig, 
Resident. 





From the same. (Received 21st Sbhabaun, 30th August 1812.) 


I have repeatedly written to you on the subject of the Khoord Muhl, that 
the ladies of it had lost all sense of shame, and would not, without punishment, 
be brought to submit to control. At your desire my people were employed, 
under my instructions, in carefully guarding the Khoord Muhl, when yester- 
day, two messengers reached them from Lucknow, with letters from their 
daughters to this effect: ‘ That they must break through all restraints, and 
‘ advance to Lucknow.” Accordingly, this morning the ladies of the Khoord 
Muhl assembled in a tumultuous manner, aided by Mirza Hoosein Alee Khan 
and others, who drew their swords on the occasion, threatening violence to 
my people who guarded them, quyitted the Muhl, and took the road to Rekab- 
gunge. I formerly wrote, and desired you to obtain and despatch to me au 
arzdasht from my son, the Nawaub Saadut Alee Khan Behadur, to my address, 
with the view of putting a stop to these disorderly proceedings, and inducing 
those women to return quickly to their homes. As no arzdasht has been trans- 
mitted to me, it has no doubt impressed them with an opinion that their object 
could not be accomplished here, and, in consequence, they have to-day moved 
out to Rekabgunge, which is in the direct road to Lucknow. 


I have heard that my son, Saadut Alee Khan Behadur, has assured those 
hadies, through his brother, Mirza Hoosein Alee Khan Behadur, that as long as 
they lived he was the sole controller of their affairs, and that no other person 
whatever could interfere with them. This, of course, has excited them to quit 
the Muhl and proceed to Lucknow. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Baruxig, 
Resident. 





From Her Highness the Begum, Shums-oon-Nissa. (Received the 27th 
; July 1812.) 


My Vakeel, Nuringen Doss Pundit, has represented to me, that it was your 
intention to pay me a visit, and that you requested me to fix a day for the pur- 
~~ This pleasing intelligence has afforded me the greatest happiness and joy. 

raise be to God, that what I most ardently desired and was long anxiously 
hoping for, namely, that the Almighty would bring about some cause to induce 
you to pay me a visit, is now about to come to pass, and that, too, by your own 
request. Come to me without hesitation and make me happy, that I may have 
an opportunity of describing to you some little-portion of the manifold dis. 
tresses which I suffer from the harshness and oppression of my brother, whose 
conduct has reduced me to a state in which death must be preferable to exis- 
tence. When my brother ascended the musnud, I received a letter from the 
Governor-General, Sir John Shore, which gave me every reason: to hope ‘and 
expect that the remainder of my life would be free from trouble or distress of 
any kind ; and, under this expectation, although I might have easily obtained 
from the Governor-General’s friendship the most ample establishments for 
myself, distinct from those of my brother, st considering our rights and inte- 
5 rests 
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rests to be the same, I did not consent to a separation, but on the contrary 
endeavoured to strengthen and increase the original ties of propinquity and 
friendship between us, by entering into new alliances. (The Begum’s nephew 
is married to a daughter of the Vizier’s, and his Excellency’s third son to her 
niece.) Notwithstanding all which, my brother has uniformly treated me with 
the greatest contempt and disregard; so much so, that when his mother was 
indisposed, and I went to pay her a visit of friendly inquiry, forgetting all his 
former unkindness and harshness to myself, he happened to be there at the 
time, and on my arrival took no notice of me whatever, as if he could be igno- 
rant of my arrival. I leave it to you to determine whether this was proper 
conduct or not. For myself, I was so much irritated and vexed at the time, 
that I made a vow of never meeting him in my life.’ 


Every branch of my establishment has been done away: the property and 
possessions of my ancestors in Delhi have been usurped by him, and the lowest 
of his servants and minions have been taught to oppose and despise me. 


During the residency of the late Colonel Scott, a favourite servant of mine 
was unjustly confined in the Chubootra by the Cutwaul, and his sontah, or 
badge, was hung up on the public road by way of contempt; and although I 
repeatedly remonstrated against this violence, no notice was taken of my com- 
plaint, till at length he was released by the Resident. 


A piece of cultivated land on the bank of the River Goomtie, which 
belonged to my bazar, and half of the bazar itsclf, have been taken from me 
by my brother, and his officer of customs has recently ruined and driven away 
from my bazar every trader and shopkeeper who was attached to it. I have 
again and again stated all these circumstances to you, and you have exerted 
your utmost endeavours in my behalf, but no good effects have resulted from 


them. 


You are well acquainted with the purchase of ground on the bank of the 
River Goomtie, which I made for the purpose of building on it, and the man- 
ner in which that purchase was frustrated. The whole of my jagier is going 
toruin. The dispute between Sheikh Moez-ood-Deen and Musaood remains 


unsettled. 


But how long, and to what purpose, shall I trouble your patience with a 
detail of my sufferings and distresses, which have already filled hundreds of 
letters to your address. In short, the conduct of my brother has been such as 
to induce me to pray to God that I may never again see his face in this world, 
nor even at the resurrection ; and, for the few days of my life which remain, 
I trust entirely to the friendship of the British Government for my protection 
from further degradation and disgrace, and for the reparation of all that I have 


suffered. 
A true translation: 


(Signed) J. BAILuik, 
Resident. 





To John Monckton, Esq. Persian Secretary to Government. | 


Sir : 
1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter under date 
the 5th of June last, conveying a letter from the Right Honourable the Go- 
vernor-General to the address of his Excellency the Vizier. 


2. His Excellency’s answer to that letter was received on the 26th ultimo, 
and with a reference to my despatch of the 31st ultimo to the chief Secretary 
to Government, should now have been forwarded to you; but his Excellency 
having subsequently requested me to suspend the transmission of his letter to 
the Right Honourable the Governor-General, with a view to his reconsidering 
the contents of it, I deem it proper to transmit to you, for his Lordship in 


Council’s information, the enclosed copy of that letter, with a capy of 7 
| remarks 
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remarks on its tenor, which I submitted to his Excellency the Vizier on the 
morning of the 29th'ultimo, and which have led to the delay in the transmis- 
sion of his original letter to the Right Honourable the Governor-General’s 
address. _ 


8. A letter from her Highness the Bhow Begum to the address of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General, having reference to sume recent dis- 
turbances in the’ Khoord Muhl of Fyzabad, is also transmitted to you by this 
despatch. | 

I have, &e. 
Lucknow, (Signed ) J. Baie, 
5th September 1812. Resident. 





Enclosure in a letter from the Resident at Lucknow to the Persian Secretary 
to (tovernment, dated the Sth, and received the 18th of September 1812. 





Translation of a Copy of a Letter from His Excellency the Nawaub Vizier to the 
- Right ILonourable the Guvernor-General, dated the 26th August 1812. 


After expressing my desire for the pleasure of a personal meeting with your 
Lordship, which is the chief object of my wishes, I proceed to acknowledge 
the receipt of your kind letter of the 8th of May. last, replete with sentiments 
of friendship and regard, and stating that you had expected to receive answers 
to your letter of the 28th of December 1810, and to two letters from the Vice- 
Presidentof the 29thof Marchand 12th of July 1811, the former on the subject of 
the claims of Moonshce Alee Nuckee Khan, and the latter in favour of Hoosein 
Alee Khan, sonof thelate Hyder Beg Khan. [have fully understood the contents of 
your Lordship’s letter. ‘The suspension and delay which has occurred in the 
transmission of an answer have been occasioned by the discussions which have 
taken place between me and Major Baillie. ‘The objections which occurred to 
my mind during those discussions I stated to the Resident in writing. As 
those objections have not yet been removed by Major Baillie, and as the 
execution of the several matters of business which formed the subjects of 
discussion has consequently remained suspended, from motives of respect and 
consideration for your Lordsliip, which 1 am ever disposed and attentive to 
observe, I suspended the transmission of my reply to your Lordship’s letter. 
An answer to the letters of the Vice-President was not written, for reasons 
which are contained in the present letter to your Lordship’s address. Now 
that your Lordship has kindly called me to your recollection, and favoured me 
with your letter above acknowledged, I consider it to be an indispensable duty 
to transmit a reply to your Lordship, and I proceed accordingly to state what 
is necessary to be represented. Under every circumstance, my expecta- 
tion from the chief of the British Government, and more especially from so 
kind a friend as your Lordship is, that, in the affairs of my Government, and 
in the dominions subject to me, as well as in all my concerns, my power and 
authority may daily be strengthened and increased, and that, in the spirit 
of the friendship and amity established of old between the two States, and 
which is conspicuous to all the world, no manner of loss, injury, detriment, 
or diminution may take place, and that counsel and advice, such as may be 
productive of salutary effects, may be afforded to me by the chiefs of the 
British Government, and more especially by your Lordship. 


In your letter of the 28th of December 1810, your Lordship has written with 
your friendly pen, that by the terms of the sixth article of thetreaty of Novem- 
ber 1801, I engaged to establish in my reserved dominions such a system 
of administration to be carried into effect by my own officers, as should be 
conducive to the prosperity of my subjects, and be calculated to secure the 
lives and property of the inhabitants; and further, that with reference to this 
particular stipulation, the late Governor-General, Marquis Wellesley, in a paper 
which he delivered to me, under his seal and signature, in the year 1802, 
observed that I had engaged to advise with the British Government, and‘ to 
conform to its Counsels in the establishment of an improved system of adminis« 
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Bengal Political tration within the reserved dominions, and also in all affairs connected with the 

3 daly 1818” ordinary government of those dominions, and with the usual exercise of my 

aes established authority, and so forth. What your Lordship has written, as above, 

_ _ Enclosure _—iis right and true, nor is there any denial on my part. The case is this: Ata 

in Resident's Letter. former period I was desirous of sending my son with a detachment of British 

troops for the settlement of my reserved dominions, and that, with the approba- 

tion of Major Baillie, the Resident, he might establish a system of administration 

in those dominions. When I consulted the Resident on this point, that gentle- 

man clearly and explicitly signified his prohibition, saying that, in an affair of 

this kind, the nomination and deputation of the Sahibzadah (that is to say, my 

son) were not necessary: the establishment of a system of administration was 

therefore not carried into execution. Your Lordship will decide with justice, 

that in the introduction and establishment of a system of administration in my 

dominions, and in advising with the British Government on that subject, 

according to my engagements, I have not failed; and with respect to the 

system proposed by your Lordship in your letter above quoted, it was not carried 

into effect, in consequence of some doubts and objections which occurred to 

my mind. Those objections were repeatedly stated by me in writing to the 

Resident, and personally discussed between us. Contormably to the dictates 

of the friendship which I entertain for your Lordship, I now feel it to be an 

incumbent duty that I should of necessity state some of those objections for 

your consideration: they are as follows. Your Lordship, in your Jetter above 

quoted, has written, that ‘ if the assessment of the lands throughout the 

‘* country should be regulated by the real assets of the several districts, to be 

‘ ascertained by actual investigation, and be fixed for a certain time, and if that 

‘* assessment should be increased only in proportion to the augmentation of 

‘‘ resources in the several districts which might be expected to arise from an 

‘* approved system of administration,” and so forth. ‘The case is this: That 

without the actual measurement of the lands of the several mouzahs and villages 

of the country ; and without ascertaining the particular quantity of cultivated 

lands and lands capable of cultivation, village by village, and the boundaries 

accurately defined ; and unless the Canoongoes, Chowdries and Putwarries, 

give a detailed statement of all these particulars, and conceal nothing, and the 

Zemindars make no objection to the measurement of their lands, it appears to 

me that it will be difficult to ascertain the real assets of the several districts. 

With respect to the deputation of Ameens to ascertain all those particulars, 

apprehensions occur to me with regard to misconduct on their part, and to 

emigration and disgust on the part of the cultivators and renters, and to dis- 

order and interruption in the receipt of the revenues, and to failure in the 

payment of balances in consequence of the introduction of a new system. All 

these objections will have been made known to your Lordship by the perusal of 
the letters which I addressed on this subject to the Resident. 


With respect to Major Baillie’s representation on the subject of establishing 
courts of Adawlut and police in the several districts of my dominions, under 
the management of officers of my Government, I am willing to appoint officers 
to those situations, conformably with the Resident’s advice ; but the accomplish- 
ment of these two objects cannot be contemplated, until every rebel and disaf- 
fected person in my territory shall have at once been effectually punished ard 
rooted out of the country; until they find that if they seek an asylum in the 
British territories they will not be able to maintain themselves there ; until 
they be utterly extirpated and the troops never desist from pursuing them ; 
and, finally, until they be convinced that there is no place where they can 
establish themselves, secure from the troops of the Government. Thus, in 
the Honourable Company’s dominions, whatever turbulent or disaffected per- 
son is proceeded against, until he is effectually punished he does not cease 
from his evil courses; moreover, in the police estublishment of each individual 
place, where the people of the establishment, according to the system, can only 
be few in number, how will they be able to maintain order, when the turbu- 
lent and disaffected shall excite disturbance in large bodies ? - 


With reference to your Lordship's observations regarding the right of investi- 
gating and arbitrating all such claims and demands on my part, and on the ~~ 
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of my Aumils, as the British troops may be required to support, and so forth : 
Whatever plan your Lordship may be pleased to adopt for the purpose of inves- 
tigating and arbitrating all such claims and demands, so that my independent 
power and authority, as established by treaty, may not thereby be impaired, and 
my dignity and consequence be not diminished, in the slightest degree, in the 
eyes of my subjects, have the goodness to communicate it to me, and I am at 
yourcommand. As J consider your Lordship to be my sincere and affectionate 
friend ; as all my prosperity, welfare, comfort, and happiness depend on your 
kindness and favour; and as, excepting the members of the British Govern- 
ment, and your Lordship in particular, 1 know no protector and succourer ; if 
your Lordship, which God forbid, shall be dilatory and forgetful in affording 
me aid and assistance, and in taking a warm and active interest in the 
arrangement and settlement of my affairs, know for a certainty, that then, in 
such an event, the settlement and reform of my Government will be difficult to 
be accomplished by me. 


Your Lordship has been pleased to observe, that ‘it, may not have occurred to 
‘¢me that your Lordship’s temporary absence from the Presidency produced no 
‘“‘ change in the authority of the Government, and so forth.” My Lord, I, who 
am your well-wisher and firmly attached to you, entertain the same sentiments 
of regard and attachment towards you in all circumstances, and at all times, 
equally in your presence and absence, when you are near and when you are far 
distant. Such a thought my imagination 1s not capable of conceiving. You will 
be pleased to consider such a representation, by whomsoever it may have been 
made, to be entirely erroneous. On mature reflection, your Lordship will be 
satisfied that a charge of the nature alluded to cannot with justice be attached 
to me. 


Your Lordship has written with your friendly pen, that “ I should no longer 
«© delay to exert my authority for the redress of the wrongs of which Moonshee 
‘© Alee Nuckee Khan has so much reason to complain.” I never did, nor 
ever can entertain the idea of sacrificing the rights of any individual. The 
state of the case is this: ‘The claims of Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan are of 
two kinds; one against my Government, and the other against his partners 
and associates. With respect to the first, let the Moonshee produce the origi- 
nal sunnuds, in succession, under the seal of my father, the late Nawaub 
Shuja-ood-Dowlah, and the seal of my brother, the late Nawaub Asoph-ood 
Dowlah, for the purpose of substantiating his claim and for my cxamination. 
In the event of his proving that the sources of provision stated in those sun- 
nucs have been withheld during my Government, I will order them to be 
restored to him. With respect tothe claims which he has against his partners, 
let him refer them to the court of Adawlut, where they will be decided accord- 
ing to the holy law. On this subject I have stated to your Lordship what 
appears fitto me; but if it be not deemed so by your Lordship, be pleased to 
signify your wishes on this affair, that I may carry them into effect. 


With reference to what your Lordship has written on the subject of the 
engagements concluded between her Highness the lady mother (Bhow Begum) 
and me, in the month of February 1798, according to my promise, I have 


never been guilty of any remission or neglect in shewing her every degree of 


respect and attention, and in doing every thing to promote her convenience and 
comfort; but, on the part of the Begum, her Highness has observed a course 
of conduct the reverse of what is contained in the engagement, viz. that when- 
ever requisite, she will afford me every degree of friendship and assistance in 
myaffairs; for on the occasion of Marquis Wellesley’s coming to Lucknow, it 
having become necessary for me to pay a sum of money into the Company's 
Treasury, her Highness did not afford me any assistance whatever. As, by the 
engagement above mentioned, the British Government is the guarantee in all 
the affairs of the Begum, it becomes incumbent on it to devise means that the 
Begum may pay to me such a sum of money as may afford me assistance, and in 
future, whenever it may be requisite, she may befriend and assist me. 


With reference to what your Lordship has written, “ whether the appoint- 
** ment of a person of my own ears to collect the revenues of the jaidad. 
5K" 
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‘© and distribute it to the ladies of the muhl,” and so.forth, I have, to.inform 
your Lordship, that I never appointed a person to collect the revenues. of the 
Jaidad, and'I have not removed the person who is appointed on the part of the 
Begum to receive the revenues of the jaidad. The fact.is this: the Begum 
received the revenues of the jaidad by the hands of an officer (Aumil) of her 
own nomination, and sent the amount of the stipends through Tusheen Alee 
Khan, who on my part held the office of Nazir of the Deorhees (muhls), when 
the distribution of the stipends was made, and every matter of business, great or 
small, relating to the Deorhees, which arose, was submitted by the Khan to me, 
and executed by him according to my orders. Your Lordship will be kindly 
pleased to ascertain that her Highness had no right of interference in the dis- 
tribution of the stipends of the muhils, or in their reduction or augmentation, 
or in any other matters connected with the Deorhees, and that she never 
exercised any superintendence over the affairs of the Khoord Muhl. The 
receipts of the ladies of the muhl were always brought. to me; and if any of 
the persons in the muhls died, the charge of the funeral ceremonies devolved 
upon me. Had the ladies of the mull understood that the Begum was vested 
with the superintendence of the atfairs of the muhl, when would they ever » 
have agreed to it? This is evident from the clamour and disturbance, and 
other proceedings, which have now taken place. With respect to what is con- 
tained in the engagement, that the stipends of the muhls shall be paid by the 
hands of the Begum, it does not appear to me by that stipulation that the ladies of 
the muhl should be subject to the authority of the Begum. As the ladies of the 
muhl had some time ago excited clamour and disturbance beyond all bounds, 
and as Tushcen, after repeated requisitions on my part, failed to propose any 
scheme for composing the disturbances (and my sole object in making such 
requisitions was to prevent the disgrace and dishonour which have occurred 
and which continue to take place), I was compelled, for the sake of restoring 
order and tranquillity in the muhl, to remove Tusheen Alee Khan from his 
office of Nazir; for unless I had removed him, the ladies would not have been 
satisfied, and no means could have been conceived for settling the disturbance. 
Your Lordship will be pleased to judge, whether or not I am the master 
(Wauris) of the ladies of the muhl; whether or not the management of the . 
muhl is part of my household concerns; whether or not the honour of the 
ladies of the muhl is identified with my honour; whether or not, by treaty, I 
ought to have a control over my household concerns; and whether it is proper 
and becoming in me to acquiesce in the dishonour and disgrace of those ladies. 
With respect to what your Lordship has written, that I do not admit the right 
of the British Government to interfere in questions of this nature, the case is 
this: In all questions in which the guarantee and interference of the British 
Government are stipulated in the treaty, how can I but admit such right? I 
never oppose cr deny it ; but my expectation from your Lordship’s kindness and 
favour is, that in my household concerns, &c. as stipulated in the treaty, no 
interruption or diminution of my power and authority may be suffered to take 
place. At no period of time have I ever disturbed the peace and comfort of 
her Highness; whereas, on the other hand, her Highness frequently manifests. 
adisregard of my interests. If I propose to her Highness to adopt measures 
for putting a stop to the acts of tyranny and cppression which are practised in 
her jagier, my representations are ineffectual, and not well received; nay, to 
many of them, however necessary, she does not deign to return an answer, or if 
she does, it is only to say that they are falsc, and she causes my people to be 
beaten, and she has established herself in the possession of inany places exclusive 
of her jagier. Such being the case, your Lordship will judge whether her. 
Highness or I be in fault. 


With regard to what your Lordship has written respecting the severe distress | 
and vexation experienced by her Highness Shums-oon-Nissa Begum, and that 
you have received copies of the letter which the Resident addressed to me on 
the subject, under date the 8th of April, and of the letter from her. Highness. 
to the Resident, to which it refers, and that your Lordship concurs entirely in 
the sentiments expressed in the Resident’s letter, and that your Lordship has 
directed the Resident to make an application to me on this subject, and to. 


request I would redress the grievances of which the Begum has reason to 
le complain, 
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complain; the case is this: I am ready to redress any grievances of which the 
Begum can justly complain, and at no time have I ever concurred in, or per- 


mitted, any molestation or cause of grievance to her Highness, nor has ever 


such a thought entered, nor can it enter into my mind. On'the. other, hand, 
however, several petty acts on the part of the Begum have occurred, whigh are 
a cause of grievance and distress to some poor people and a source of vexation 
to me: such, for example, as taking the property of another and not paying 
the price of it, or occupying a piece of ground without the consent of the 
owner. Nay, shé even detained in her muhl the daughter of an injured Syyed, 
and when the father complained, she said that she had purchased the snl, nor 
would she attend to the representation of the Resident in his behalf. Your 
Lordship will be pleased to determine whether the sale of a mussulman is per- 
mitted by the Mahomedan law. Her Highness has also possessed herself of 
several places belonging to me. Be pleased to weigh this well; whether any 
one takes possession of the property of another without the consent of the 
proprietor. This also I have overlooked. Her Highness, moreover, has 
entirely given up the observance of those appearances and external forms 
which are suitable to the relation in which we stand to each other, of brother 
and sister; and when she is expostulated with on such points, she prepares to 
leave the city, and she frequently remarks, how can she remain a subject in a 
place where she possessed the rule; and with respect to settling the affairs of 
her jagier, on which she speaks to me, if any difficulty is made about sending 
my people there, she makes it a subject of complaint, and if my people are sent 
she accuses them of plunder. At the time when the Resident spoke to me on 
the subject of settling the business of the bazar attached to her deorhee, and 
of making an allowance in money in place of the khassa (victuals) which are 
furnished to her Highness from my household, I replied, “ let her Highness 
‘© observe the forms of respect which are due to my rank as sovereign, and 
‘‘ the obligations of fraternal affection, and, on my part, to the extent of my 
‘* ability, there shall be no failure in the manifestation of my duty towards 
‘¢ her as one of the heads of the family, or in the cultivation of her good-will.” 
Major Baillie asked me, if what he should submit to my consideration in this 
affair would be agreeable to me? I replied, certainly. At length it was settled, 
that Major Baillie should repair in person to her Highness’s deorhee and reason 
and expostulate. In the end, however, the Resident did not repair in person 
to the Begum. Your Lordship will be pleased to deliberate maturely, whether 
any or what improper request has been made by me, and what cause of griev- 
ance to her Highness has arisen on my part. Her Highness will not consent 
tv a reconciliation; nay, she declares that she has made a solemn vow to 
heaven never to see such a one’s face, meaning me. Your Lordship will 
be pleased to judge whether it is her Highness who does not listen to the 
representation of the Resident, or whether it is I. It is my wish that ber 
Highness should, in all matters, pay regard to what is due to me as the sove- 
reign and as a brother, and that I, on my part, should promote her satisfaction 
and render her service. Further than this, whatever your Lordship shall desire, 
have the goodness to signify your pleasure to me, that I, who seek your satis- 
faction, may conform to it accordingly. 


With reference to what your Lordship has written with your friendly pen, 
that “you have to regret the uniform disposition on my part to mark with my 
“ displeasure all those who are entitled to the protection and favour of the British 
“Government, and to exhibit the inefficacy of its counsels on points affecting the 
‘“‘ honour and interests of my Government,” I have to observe, that as I consider 
my prosperity and welfare to depend on the augmentation of the ties of friendship 


and union, and on the consolidation of the foundations of unanimity and concord: 


with the British Government, and on the favour and kindness of your Lordship, 
which hitherto have happily increased from day to day ; and as I deem attention 
to the interests, and consideration for those who have atitle to the protection of 
the British Government to be conducive to the increase of my own reputation, 
how is it possible that I should mark such persons with my displeasure? If 
your Lordship had been kindly pleased to apprize me of the names and condi- 
tions of the persons alluded to, I should have entered into the particulars. How 
is it possible that I should turn away from the counsel and suggestions rd ni 
ritis 
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British Government after discussion and explanation, or that I should act con- 
trary thereto? At every time and every moment, I have acted,-and continue-ta,. 
act, in conformity to the counsel and advice of the British Government and the. 
Resident ; but, with respect to a matter of business, the accomplishment of 
which does not appear to me to be practicable, and on which for my proper 
understanding of it discussions take place, your T.ordship will yourself be pleased 
to judge how my judgment can be satisfied with respect to it, or the accom- 
plishment of it can be contemplated. 


With respect to what your Lordship has written on the subject of my exerting 
my authority to restrain or punish my officers and Zemindars, who afford pro- 
tection and assistance to robbers and marauders, and to withhold them from 
the exaction of duties on merchandize in boats passing up and down, in violation 
of treaty, Iassure your Lordship, that conformably to your wishes I have always 
been, and continue to be, ready and disposed to adopt measures fur that pur- 
pose; nor have [ ever been neglectful or remiss in that respect. Accordingly, 
the seizure of the marauder, Budjha Sing, has always been, and is an object of m 
attention. Ifa copy of the letter from Major Baillie to my address, dated the 
14th of Rubbee-oos-sanee 1227(27th April 1812, A.D.), in reply to my letter of 
the preceding day, in which Major Baillie expresses his approbation of the 
measures pursued by me in this affair and his intention of transmitting it to 
your Lordship, that you might be apprized of the care and pains which I had 
taken to effect the seizure of the marauder in question, had been received by your 
Lordship before the despatch of your Lordship’s letter, I am satisfied that you 
would not have had to express your regret and concern with respect to this point. 
The most positive orders aud injunctions are at all times issued by me to the 
Aumils on this subject ; and what power have my Aumils and Zemindars to act 
contrary to my orders, and to aid and assist robbers and marauders? As it is 
not the practice of robbers aud marauders, with reference to their own evil deeds, 
to fix their residence permanently in any one placc, their detection and seizure 
must be attended with extreme trouble and difficulty. Thus, on the 6th of April 
last, Captain Macpherson proceeded with a detachment of British troops, with the 
utmost secrecy and caution, to the village of Jheona, in my duminions, and sur- 
rounded it; but after great and diligent search after Budjha Sing, was unable 
to find him. On the 4th of Jemadec-oos-sanee (14th June 1812, A. D.), several 
English officers stationed at Bheclaghaut set out with a body of horse and 
telingas (infantry) to surprise a band of robbers at Mulpoor, near Umree, a 
dependency of Pertaubghur, when atter long and diligent search they succeeded 
in apprehending only one person, named Sheo Dut: none of the other robbers 
and marauders could be found. Adverting, therefore, to the nature and habits of 
those who lead a predatory life, I am persuaded that your Lordship will nct 
impute the want of success in apprehending and punishing them to any defici- 
ency of exertion or zeal on the part of the Aumils. Your Lordship will also be 
pleased to reflect, that disaffected persons and others, who have left my territo- 
ries and taken up their residence within the Company’s dominions, from whence, 
when opportunity offers, they make incursions into my country for the purpose 
of plunder, escape being apprehended and punished, notwithstanding the orders 
of the Resident, and the most active exertions of the Magistrates of the districts. 
With regard tu the exaction of duties on merchandize, I have at all times prohi- 
bited, and continue to prohibit such practices; and your Lordship will be ap- 
prized, by the Residents communication, of the measures which 1 have lately 


adopted for that purpuse. | _ 


On the subject of the case of Hoosein Alee Khan, son of Hyder Beg Khan, 
your Lordship has written that you have little to add to the _ and forcible 
observations contained in the Vice-President’s letter to my address of the 1¢th 
July 1811. The state of the case is this: Ilis Excellency the Vice-President 
wrote to me on the subject of compelling Akbur Alee Khan to make over to his 
brother, Hoosein Alee Khan, his just share of their family property, and of 
restoring a certain allowance for the support of the latter. I have no knowledge 
whatever of the grant of the allowance afluded to, or of the correspondence of 
that period. At a former time, when Hoosein Alee Khan rented from my 
Government the lands of Sundeela and Mulleehabad, on his being turned out of 


those lands he paid the balances due to my Government, partly by borrowing 
money 


OUDE PAPERS. 433 


money from the late Almas Alee Khan, and partly by raising it in whatever 
manner he could; but he never stated any claim of right to an allowance, nor 
did his elder brother, Akbur Alee Khan, make any claim. When the late 
Colonel Scott was Resident at my Court, no mention was ever made of the 
allowance alluded to; and at the time of Lord Teignmouth’s visit to Lucknow, 
when the treaty was concluded between the two Governments, on which occa- 
sion the stipends of many persons were confirmed, and of.some augmented, and 
all points of business were settled and adjusted, I heard nothing of the allow- 
ance in question. In like manner, not a word was said about it in Lord Welles- 
ley’s time, and no mention was made of it during the negotiation of the treaty. 
On various occasions I have accommodated Hoosein Alee Khan with loans of 
money on his application for that purpose; sometimes of my own accord, at 
other times at the instance of the Resident; but if the Khan had had any know- 
ledge of the provision in question, he would have made an application to me 
for its restoration.. I must be excused, therefore, in not having granted that 
allowance. With respect to giving Hoosein Alee Khan his share of the family 
property, his brother, Akbur Alee Khan, is still confined under a guard of 
British Troops, and Hoosein Alee Khan may take it from his brother in what- 
ever manner he can; or let him point out where his father’s property is, that it 
may be given tohim. The Resident having some time since repeatedly requested 
nly permission for Hoosein Alee Khan’s taking possession of some gardens and 
houses belonging to his late father, Hyder Beg Khan, I signified my consent, 
and the Khan is accordingly bent on digging and selling them, without fixing 
or specifying what his share is. As I am ready and willing to adopt any mea- 
sures by which Hoosein Alee Khan may obtain his just share of the property, 
whatever your Lordship shall be pleased to dictate with respect to causing Akbur 
Alee Khan to give up his brother’s share, I will act accordingly. As I swerve 
not trom the path of compliance with your Lordship’s wishes, if besides this 
there be any thing else which your Lordship is desirous of being done for Hoo- 
sein Alee Khan, I am ready to doit to the extent of my ability. 


As my ease, comfort, security, tranquillity, my power and authority in the 
regulation and administration of the affairs of my country, and the welfare and 
prosperity of my Government all depend on the favour and kindness of your 
Lordship, I entertain a confident persuasion, that by your kind care and atten- 
tion the foundations of my Government will daily be more and more strength- 
ened and consolidated. The execution and accomplishment of all matters con- 
nected with my Government, the interests of which are identified with those of the 
British Government, entirely depend on the favour and regard with which your 
Lordship may be pleased to consider them. If your Lordship will be graciously 
pleased to consider me to be entirely at your disposal, and, abstaining from all 
discussions, will kindly devote your time and attention to the promotion of my 
dignity and authority, all points will be happily arranged and accomplished. 
The sole wish of my heart is, that being enabled by your Lordship’s kindness and 
favour to pass the few days which may remain to me of this precarious existence 
in the possession gf honour, dignity, authority, and affluence, I may employ 
myself in expressing my sense of gratitude and obligation to your Lordship; for 
in this transitory world I have no kind friend or protector to succour and assist 
me, save yourself. But should any question be agitated, God forbid that I 
should think it proper to dispute a single = of what your Lordship may pro- 
pose; nor will I ever do so. My hope and expectations are, that your Lordship, 
in the spirit of sincere and cordial friendship and affection, will watch over my 
interests at all times, and never for a moment be neglectful of them. 


May the days of your Lordship’s prosperity and happiness be perpetual. 
A true translation : 
(Signed) Gerorce Swinton, 


Deputy Persian Secretary to Government. 
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From Her Highness the Bhow Begum. (Received the 18th September 1812.).. 


The charge of the khoord muhl of the late Nawaub, Shuja-ood-Dowlah, has 
long been attached to my household, in conformity to the treaty under the sig- 
nature of the late Governor-General, Sir John Shore, and the office of Nazir to 
that muhl was held on my part by Tuhseen Alee Khan. The persons composing 
the muhl, having lately become hostile to Tuhseen Alee Khan and having sus- 
‘eiciag his duty, made an application to his Excellency the Vizier for another 

azir. His Excellency accordingly sent an eunuch, called Nusseem, to under- 
take that duty ; but as I did not approve of his nomination, I requested that he 
might be removed. With this request his Excellency ostensibly complied, 
while in his heart he was meditating a design of a different nature. , Nusseem 
having been removed, Mohummud Nukhut, an cunuch, was appointed by me 
to act as deputy on the part of Mohummud Tuhseen, to superintend the muhl 
and to distribute the stipends. The ladies of the muhl, instigated by the sons 
of the late Nawaub, Shuja-ood-Dowlah, who are the children of these women 
(many of them residing with their mothers in the muhl, and several of them at 
Lucknow), and acting with the secret concurrence and by the suggestion of his 
Excellency, refused to accept their stipends from Tuhseen Alee Khan, or to 
acknowledge him as Nazir, without any fault on his part or that of his deputy, 
and fot several days excited clamour and disturbance. On that occasion I 
addressed a letter to the Resident, and requested that he would procure letters 
to be written by his Excellency, one to the ladies of the muhl for the purpose of 
composing the disturbances, and of inducing them to submit to the authority of 
my people in the management of the affairs of the muhl, and one to my address 
on the same subject. The Resident communicated my letter to his Excellency, 
but every argument was ineffectual, and his Excellency openly disregarded what 
I had written : and according to what he had in view, all the persons composing 
the muhl, male and female, raising a great clamour and disturbance, suddenly 
came out of the muhl and proceeded to Lucknow. This occurrence has given 
me much pain. As the English es and more especially your Lordship, 
are at all times cordially disposed to promote the interest and welfare of this 
Government, I now request that your Lordship will be pleased to issue instructions 
on the subject to Major Baillie, directing him to remonstrate with his Excellency, 
and, procuring the removal of all the evil advisers and instigators of these dis- 
turbances, to restore order in a suitable manner in the affairs of the muhl, and 
to continue Tuhseen Alee Khan in the office of Nazir, as he is an ancient ser- 
vant of our house, and is fully acquainted with all the duties attached to that 
situation ; for much danger to the interests of the muhl is to be apprehended, 
should a Nazir be nominated at the will of the Begums. 


I trust that your Lordship will issue positive instructions on this point to Major 
Buillie, so that these disturbances may be settled and tranquillity be restored. 
A true translation : 


(Signed) §GrorGe Swinton, 
Deputy Persian Secretary to Government. 





To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 

Sir: | 
t. Incontinuation of the subject of those portions of my despatch of the 
8ist ultimo, which have reference to the disorderly conduct of the ladies of the 
khoord muhl of Fyzabad, instigated and encouraged unquestionably by. the 
proceedings of his Excellency the Vizier, it is now my duty to report to you, 
for the further information of the Government, that a considerable number of 
those ladies have actually arrived at Lucknow in a most disreputable and disor- 

derly manner, and have taken up their residence in the Emambara. 


2. Lhave, however, the best reason to believe, that many of those misguided 
women have already repented of their proceedings,«and are disposed to open 
a negotiation with their ancient and faithful Nazir, Mohummud Tuhseen Alee 
Khan, for the purpose of submitting to his authority and returning peaceably to 


Fyzabad. 
- 3, I 
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8, I have instructed Tuhseen Alee Khan to take every possible: advantage of 
the disposition which has thus been. evinced on the part of those ladies ;. and 
though the result of their negotiation with Tuhseen, on their future conduct, 
in any respect, be of no other importance in my mind, than as it may reflect 
additional dishonour on themselves and their advisers, or tend to the recovery 
in-some degree, of the character which they have lost, I deem it to be highly 

robable that I shall'soon have the satisfaction of reporting to you, for his 
Lordship in Council's information, their peaceable return to Fyzabad, and sub- 
mission to the'authority of the Nazir. : 


TI have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baruurr, 
Sd'September 1812. Resident. 


‘Crater deie RNR 


To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq. Chief Secretary to Government. 
Sir: 

1. In continuation of the subject of my despatch of the Ist instant, having 
reference to the departure of her Highness the younger Begum from Lucknow, 
I transmit to you, for the notice of the Government, the enclosed translations of 
letters which have since passed between her Highness and me. A translation of 
the Vizier’s letter to her Highness, which is frequently referred to in these docu- 
ments, is also transmitted by this despatch. 


2. It has occurred to me to suggest for consideration, the. possibility of the 
success of a negotiation with his Excellency the Vizier and with the Begum, for 
her Highness’s permanent residence in her, jagier, under arrangements for her 
security and comfort, to be made at the charge of this Government; and if the 
measure of her Highness’s future residence in any part of the Vizier’s dominions 
be deemed preferable to her receiving an asylum within the Honourable 
Company's territory, it might be advisable that this measure be proposed to the 
Begum by the Right Honourable the Governor-General directly, in his Lord 
ship’s answer to the letter which her Highness is now framing to his address. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. Barxuie, 
7th September 1812. Resident. 





To Her Highness the as Shums-oon-Nissa. (Written the Ist 
eptember 1812.) 


The manner and contents of the Vizier’s letter to your Highness, which I 
transmitted by a confidential messenger last night, were such, notwithstanding 
his Excellency’s delay in thus addressing your Highness, as when combined 
with the unequivocal assurances of friendship and support which were conveyed 
to you by me, seemed to my own judgment to constitute a solid ground for the 
request which my messenger was Instructed to submit to you, namely, that of 
‘your suspending your departure for a few days at the least, and maturely delibe- 
rating on the contents of his Excellency the Vizier’s letter. 


Your Highness was accordingly pleased to express ycur compliance with my 
request, and to promise remaining until Thursday ; and having never hitherto had 
the smallest reason to doubt your Highness’s good faith or sincerity, I relied 
with confidence on your promise, and was preparing to address you in writing 
on the subject of your brother’s assurances in his letter of last night, when, to 
my infinite concern and surprise, your Vakeel announced your departure this 
morning to Pertaubgunge, in disregard or forgetfulness of your promise. 


If your Highness were not fully convinced of the sincerity of my uniform 
professions of attachment and regard ; if you had not constantly expressed your 
implicit reliance on my friendshjp ; if your Highness had not.had reason to be 
convinced that my object was less to detain you in Lucknow than to provide 
ek iy happiness and comfort, wherever your future residence might be fixed, I 
might. have conjectured some reasonable pretext fur this hasty and injudicions 
_ proceeding. , ‘ 

ut 
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Bat I will not presume .to insinuate a reproach, in the present justly irritated 
state of your Highness’s mind, which I deplore with every ‘sénitiment and feeling 
that the most cordial friendship can excite. 


That your brother, his Excellency the Vizier, sincerely repents of his former 
conduct towards you, that he laments your departure from his Capital and is 
firmly resolved to promote your comfort in future, seems to me to be a reason- 
able inference from the tenor of his letter to.your address. I have already, in 
person, Conveyed to you the nature of his assurances to me, and | have, in a 
manner, become bound to your Highness for his Excellency’s fulfilment of those 


assurances. mt 


If your Highness will be graciously pleased to consider these assurances for 
the future as some degree of atonement for the past, to bury the past in obli- 
vion, and to return to your palace in Lucknow, it will afford me the most genuine 
satisfaction to attend on your Highness at Pertaubgunge, to renew and confirm 
those assurances in person, and tu conduct you, with every mark of respect for 
your high rank, to Lucknow, where your Highness may with confidence expect 
every possible degree of comfort and happiness during the remainder of your 
valuable life, which I pray to Almighty God to prolong. | 


But if my earnest and repeated entreaty on this point be unavailing, and no 
circumstances will induce your highness to resume your residence in Lucknow, 
I must, in this case, remind you of your solemn and positive promise to remain 
fora time in your jagier, till I receive and communicate to your Highness the 
answer to my reference to the Government ; and further, I must caution your 
Highness against the inevitably disagreeable consequences of any future mnju- 
dicious haste. A precipitate retreat from the Jagier, like your Highness’s depar- 
ture of this morning, would unquestionably be highly displeasing to the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council, who, like me, has your Highness’s 


prosperity and happiness at heart. 
A true copy : 


(Signed) J. Barxire, 
Resident. 





To the Begum, Shums-oon-Nissa. (Written the 2d September 1812.) 


I cannot express to your Highness the extent of the uneasiness and concern 
which I feel, by reason of your departure from this city to encounter all the incon- 
veniences of a journcy, under circumstances of inadequate preparation, while 
your quitting your country and home, under any circumstances whatever, would 
necessarily fil] me with apprehension. I am naturally still more alarmed, on 
learning the inadequate number of the party who have accompanied your 
Highness on this journey for the protection of your person and property. As 
a consideration for your Highness’s dignity, and the security of your person 
and property, have ever been matters of interest to the British Government, 
and particularly to me, I have deemed it proper to appoint a company of Sepoys, 
under the command of a British officer, to attend your Highness as an honorary 
guard, during the period of your absence from the capital. 


Your Highness will be pleased to give directions to some of the servants of 
your household to choose a proper place for the officer and company to encamp 
on, and to conduct them to it on the officer's approach. 


In pursuance of the intentions which I expressed to you in person,’I yesterday 
communicated to the Right Honourable the Governor-General, in such terms 
as your Highness must approve, the intelligence of your departure from this city 
with a design to take up your residence within the territory of the Honourable 
Company ; and I entertain hopes that, in the course of twenty or thirty days, | 
shall receive a decisive answer on the subject. Until the expiration of that 
period, I trust, whatever may happen, that your Highness will continue to 
reside in your jagier, in expectation of an answer from the Government. This 
advice is dictated, you may be sure, by a cordial desire for your merenneS = 

8 
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J beg that vour Highness will: conform: to it. I shall await with anxiety the 


receipt,of your reply to‘ this, as well as to my former letter, in order that the 
officer and company may, march from hence to Pertaubgurige. __ 
A true copy : i | a ek 
(Signed) J. Barnuix, 
Resident. 





From her Highness the younger Begum. (Received the 28th Shabaun 1¢¢7, 4th 
September 1812.) 


I have received your two letters of the 23d instant, one brought to me by a 
Chobdar, the other by a Shooter Suwar, and understood all the particulars 
which they convey. : | | 


I acknowledge the justness of your observation, in taxing me with a breach 
of my word and expressing your surprise on the occasion. The sorrow which I 
myself feel in consequence of this breach of my promise (a thing which never 
happened to me before) is not to be eradicated from my breast. But, under the 
influence of vexation and despair, what could ldo? Immediately on receiving 
the letter from my brother, the fear of his approach and conversation set fire to 
the fuel of patience ; and however sincerely desirous I was, and am, to evince my 
compliance with any suggestion of yours, which in no instance whatever I have 
hitherto disregarded, yet, by his tyranny and oppression, being reduced to the 
last extremity of forbearauce, when human nature could endure no more, and it 
became impossible, under the disgrace I suffered, to prolong existence in this seat 
of tyranny, I lost all command of myself; and when, with the view to save ap- 
pearances, by attending to the’ message which you communicated to me through 
Moonshee Ameer Hyder, I proposed putting off for a day or two (until Thurs- 
day) my departure, the agitation of my heart, like the convulsions attending 
the separation of souland body, was incapable of control ; and it is my firm per- 
suasion, that if I had not then Icft Lucknow, the bird of immortality would have 
escaped from the cage of existence. Under these circumstances, I trust, my con- 
duct will stand excused. If you reflect on the many atrocious and undisguised 
acts of tyranny and oppression committed against me by my brother himself, and 
by his unworthy servants under the sanction of his authority, as they have been 
repeatedly represented to you and to your predecessors in office, and applying 
them to yourself, consider the case with impartiality, you will confess that I ee 
borne them with every possible degree of patience, and that if you had yourself 
felt but a portion of my sufferings, you would have at once broken the bonds of 
restraint, and have obeyed the first impulse of your feelings. In this state of 
mind, you will admit that the tendency of my brother’s remark to me, that he 
is ignorant of the cause of my distress, is to renew my pain by throwing salt on 
the old wound. The inferior rank of others is no concern of mine, neither do I 
wish to impose notions of my own consequence on any one, but the sharp 
pointed steel of his pen has inflicted a still deeper wound in his remark, that his 
grief at my departure is occasioned chiefly by the distress to which it will expose 
my person, and the scandal 1t may create among those who are ignorant of the 
true state of circumstances ; for which reason he advises me to drop my inten- 
tion, and to accept of his future services. The degree of my brother's discern- 
ment is perhaps exalted beyond the capacity of ordinary minds, and he thus found 
out the true cause of my vexation and desire to depart, to be no more than the 
melancholy and morbid state of my mind, or perhaps something much worse and 
more disgraceful to my reputation. To inform the ignorant of the real state of 
circumstances, has huvefate become incumbent on-me; and with regard to his 
promises of. future service, their nature is clearly proved by the experience of 

ast events, which are known to all. During his residence at Benares, the arzees 


e addressed to me, containing offers and promises of services, are still in my 


.possession, The fulfilment of those offers and promises has already satiated me 
with life; what more can remain to be done by him? But even this insincere 
offer, you may be assured, has been.made only at your desire ; for, of himself, 
he could never be disposed to drop the former domineering tone of authority. 


_ Although the pains inflicted by the oppressions of my- brother have long been 
= 5 T insupportable, 
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insupportable, yet God is my witness, that I have never mentioned them to you 
without pain, lest the knowledge of them should give you uneasiness ; it being 
the necessary effect of reciprocal friendship to create participation in the suffer- 
ings of a friend ; and my repeated experience of your zealous representations in 
my behalf, founded on the consideration due to my rank, and to the friendship 
subsisting between the late Vizier and the British Government, left me no room 
to doubt of your friendship. But it was evident that you had no power to 
accomplish any thing in my behalf, and that sympathy and the dictates of a 
feeling heart were all that you could oppose to the cruel tyranny of my brother. 
Yet your sympathy is, perhaps, the only cause under God which has preserved 
me from the guilt of suicide ; and my obligations to you, on this account alone, 
are suchas I can never repay. The proper return to you, on my part, for all your 
kind concern about me, was certainly that you should derive pleasure from my 
communications, instead of my proving always the source of trouble to you by 
the relations of my distress. 1 feel, on this account, the deepest regret. It was 
never certainly my wish to cause thé ‘least uneasiness to you, who ‘have shewn 
such respect for my rank and my feelings ; but my conduct has _ been influenced 
exclusively by the tyranny which I have experienced from my brother, and on 
this ground I claim your forgiveness. One other request and I have done. The 
compassion which you feel for me demands that you desist from urging a dying 
person, as I am, on the subject of areturn to Lucknow, and that you consider 
the bare mention of my return, like the relapse of a mortal disease, to be the 
signal of immediate destruction. I purpose shortly, please God, after recovering 
a little from the pressure of the afflictions by which I am attacked, to write an 
account of my condition to the Right Honourable the Governor-General ; firmly 
hoping that as his Lordship is informed of the real state of circumstances, both 
from your communication and my own former letters, he will consider the 
oppressions I suffer with al! the favour due to the former friendship of the late 
Vizier, and to the exalted rank of the blessed martyr, my fathcr, the Nawaub 


_ Vizier Eatomad-ood-Dowlah Kummer-ood-Deen Khau, and rescue me from 


further disgrace. From the wisdom and justice of the Fnglish, by which they 
are distinguished by heaven, and from his Lordship, renowned for every human 
excellence as well as for exalted rank and station, I shall éxpect with confidence 
a favourable answer to my lettcr, and that his Lordship, well aware that to 
express a wish for my return to the city must be the same as his pronouncing 
my death, will abstain from any mention of it in his letter. I accede, however, 
to your desire of my remaining where I am for twenty or thirty days, and beg 
you will not entertain the least doubt of my adhering to my word. If, agreeably 
to my hopes, within the period here mentioned 1 should experience the kind 
protection of your Government, it will be consonant to its wisdom and justice, 
otherwise, ‘‘ When the soul, unconscious of guilt, is prepared for eternity, 
‘* it is of no corsequence whether it meet death on a throne or on the ground.” 


A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Barxxrz, 
Resident. 





From Her Highness the Begum, Shums-oon-Nissa. (Received the 5th Sep- 
tember 1812.) 


I have had the pleasure of receiving your friendly letter, expressing the 
concern which you felt at my departure, and informing me that you had 
appointed a company of Sepoys, under the command of an English officer, a8 
a guard for my protection. ‘This communication imparted vigour to both my 
body and mind. The anxiety and regret which you tell me you felt in conse- 
quence of my departure from the city prove the excess of your friendship. | It is 


‘ natural that the sentiments of friendship in the minds of the worthy and bene- 


volent, should at first sight, and until the circumstances bé maturely considered, 
create the anxiety which you describe ; and as Almighty God has agen, 

the English nation above all others by an abundant share of the qualities of 
virtue and benevolence, such feelings must be expected from them 1n a still 


more particular degree. The fatigues and distresses of the journey may be . 
grea 


. 
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great as.you suppose ; but when compared with the distresses I have suffered, 
from the oppression ‘and the tyranny of: my: brother, they are no more than a 
grain of mustard-seed compared with the mountain of Alburz. From this, in 
fact, you may conceive what I have suffered, that I quit my native country and 
my home without any preparations for my comfort, and consider this banish- 
ment but light, when compared with the evils which I quit. But now, ina 
particular degree, when your kind assistance has provided me with the means 
of protection, as well as other proofs of your respect, my cares and apprehensions 
with regard to the journey are banished, nor can any thing further occur to 
distress or to irritate my mind. Be assured that wherever I go, my mind and 
my tongue will be employed in contemplating and declaring your virtues, and 
the obligations which your friendship has imposed on me. 


In my answer to your former letters I assured you of my compliance with 
your desire of remaining some time in the jagier. Receive the repetition of 
my assurance, that without your concurrence and advice, I shall not proceed any 
further. 7 


A true translation: 


(Signed) ‘J. Barnute, 
Resident. 





From His Excellency the Vizier to Her Highness the Begum, Shums-oon Nissa: 
(Written the 31st August 1812.) 


I have recently heard, with extreme’ grief and concern, that your Highness 
entertains the design of quitting this city. As your Highness is one of the 
heads of our family, and none of the heads of our family has ever hitherto formed 
such a design, I lament that your Highness should have formed such a resolu- 
tion, and should expose yourself to the hardships of a journey. 


It is obvious that, wherever you go, the governor and princes only of that 
country, to whom your clevated rank may be known, can treat ee with the 
proper attention: whereas, in this country you are known to all, and every 
description of the people must respect you. 


Your quitting this city is altogether improper and unbecoming. Such an 
occurrence has never happened before. Your Highness’s residence here is an 
honour and an ornament to the city, as well as a source of pleasure and happi- 
ness to me. I am totally ignorant of the cause of your displeasure; and, at 
all events, your departure can tend to no other purpose than my grief and con- 
cern, from a contemplation of the distresses to which it must expose you, and 
the discredit which must be attached to it by those who are unacquainted with 
the circumstances of the case. 


On all these grounds, I request your Highness to desist from this design, and 
to relinquish your hasty resolution, I am ready to serve you in every possible 
way ; and if you agree to this proposal of mine, I shall attend you, and repeat 
those assurances in person. What can I say more ? 


A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Barus, 
Resident. 





To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq. Chief Secretary to Government. 
Sir: 

1. His Excellency the Vizier has this instant transmitted to me a letter to 
the address of the Right Honourable the Governor-General, the subject of 
which ig limited to the question of the superintendence of the Khoord Muhl, 
and the’ departure of her Highness, the younger Begum, from Lucknow. A 
separate reply to the other points of the Governor-General’s letter to his Excel- 
leucy, under date the 8th of May last, is promised, after a further discussion of 
those points between his Excellency and me. . | 


2, The — 
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2, The tenor of my letter to your address, under date the S1st ultimo, appears 
to my own judgment to supersede the necessity for..any. remarks on the state- 
ments or documents :which are conveyed by the Vizier in his letter to the Right 


~ Honourable the Governor-General. | | 


' §. With a reference to the recent clamour and disorderly conduct of the ladies 
of the Khoord Muhl, his Excellency’s statements and the letters of those ladies, 
containing complaints against Tulseen Alee’ Khan, are so’ entirely and so 
satisfactorily refuted by the nature of the clamour itself, and the character of 
Tuhseen, in the first place, by his Excellency’s former letter to the ladies in 
answer to their complaints against the Nazir, and by the uniform conduct and 
written declarations of those ladies themselves, with regard to Tuhseen Alee 
Khan, (until instigated to their present proceedings by his Excellency’s secret 
advice, ) as well as further by the datly reports of my news-writer at Fyzabad, 
and by the remonstrances of her Highness the Bhow Begum, that it seems to 
me to be a waste of time to enlarge on the manifest inaccuracy and perverseness 
of the facts and arguments, by which his Excellency would still attempt - to 
evade the provisions of his obligation to the Begum, under the Honourable 
Company’s guarantee. 


4. 1 transmit copies and translations of three letters trom the principal ladies 
of the muhi, and bearing the seals of a still greater number of them, which 
were written to Tuhseen Alee Khan a few months betore his supersession, and 
have been submitted by me to the Vizier, in the hope of convincing his Excel- 
lency of the absurdity of any attempt to represent the present clamours of these 
ladies as the dictates of their own free will. In addition to those documents, I 
shall transmit to the Persian Department a number of reports from my news- 
writer at Fyzabad, and other original documents in Persian, which it is impossible 
now to translate with the view of their forming numbers of this despatch. 


5. Itis worthy of particular remark, that the character and conduct of those 
women of the khoord mubl, who are the chief instigators of the others in their 
present disorderly proceedings, have ever becn disreputable in the extreme; that 
they have frequently, on former occasions, during the government of the late 
Nawaub, Asuf-ood-Dowlah, and since his Excellency the present Vizier’s acces- 
sion to the musnud, been known to quit their habitations without any adequate 
cause; and that their disgraceful conduct on this occasion is different from 
their former practices, merely in as far as it has been produced and encouraged 
by the Vizier’s advice and support, which are now no longer a secret, the whole 
of their letters and complaints being known to be drafted in his presence, or 
by persons appointed by his Exccllency for the purpose of guiding their pro- 
ceedings. A number of the most respectable women of the muhl, who are 
still residing at Fyzabad in submission to the will of the Begum, are perfectly 
satisfied with the reinstatement of their ancient and faithful Nazir. | 


6. With regard to the remaining complaints which are stated in his Excel- 
lency’s letter against her Highness the Bhow Begum (a number of those in his 
former letter have been withdrawn), the only one which seems worthy of notice 
is that of her Highness’s declining to come forward with pecuniary aid to his 
Excellency, at the time of Lord Wellesley’s visit to Lucknow. It does not appear 
from my records, nor from any information before me, that a request of pecuniary 
aid from her Highness was ever made by the Vizier; but, at all events, it seems 
x singular instance of her Highness’s breach of the obligation referred to by his 
Excellency, which is evidently an obligation on his own part alone, and inyolves 
no specific stipulation on the part of the Begum, that her Highness should 
pore refused to supply his Excellency with ‘money under any emergency 
whatever. | = 


7. With a reference to his Excellency’s complaints against her Highness the 


younger Begum, impartial justice compels me to declare that they are, for the 
“most” part, totally ‘groundless, as has teen established beyond a doubt, in 


documents already before the Government, ‘or forming a part of the records of 
iny office, which it appeared to me to be superfluous to translate. 

8. The Begum did certainly, on one occasion, authorize her sefvants to take 

ent 

to 
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to her residence, with the view chiefly of repairing them to prevent accidents to 
her servants, and eventually of converting them to the increase of her own 
inadequate accommodation. The Vizier objected to and oppused this trifling 
‘encroachment in a harsh and ungenerous mauner, and her Highness relinquished 
it by my advice. The opportunity of inspecting her Highness’s habitation 
afforded to me at my recent visit, was sufficient to prove to me its total 
inadequacy to her comfort, and the illiberality, in this respect, of his Excellency’s 
conduct towards her Highness. 


9. Her Highness’s purchase or forcible possession of land, or other property, 
without paying the full price of it, is an accusation the most erroneous and 
perverse. Her Highness was in terms of purchase of a small spot of ground 
contiguous to her residence, on the bank of the Goomtie, with the view of 
building a house on it. ‘The Zemindar or proprietor (nominally in this country) 
of the ground had agreed to sell it to her Highness for a moderate sum, and the 
Vizier, or his servants by his orders, prevented the conclusion of the bargain, 
and instigated a false complaint on the part of the Zemindar, who refused 
ultimately to part with his ground, and her Highness relinquished her intention. 


10. Of a similar nature is the complaint of her detaining the child of a Syyed 
by force as a slave, in opposition to the will of its parents. A long correspon- 
dence on this subject took place between his Excellency the Vizier, her Highness 
the Begum, and me, which is referred to in one or two, if I mistake not, of 
my former despatches to your address. 


11. In the progress of this correspondence it was proved, that her Highness 
(as is the universal custom of this country) observing accidentally a helpless 
feinale infant, the offspring of indigent parents, who possessed not the means of 
its support, had adopted the child as her own, had entertained the mother as a 
servant to nurse it, and had piven a sum of money to the father for his support ; 
that the child grew up under the Begum’s care, was treated with maternal kind- 
ness, and repaid that kindness in such a manner as to create maternal affection 
in the heart of the Beguin, who had ultimately resolved to bestow the young 
woman In marriage on some deserving dependant of her own. The father, a 
worthless person, taking advantage ot her Highness’s growing fondness for his 
daughter, repeated and increased his pecuniary demands against the Begum, to 
a degree which excited her indignation, and he then complained to the Adawlut 
of the forcible detention of his daughter as a slave. ‘This complaint, encou- 
raged certainly, if not instigated by the Vizier, was referred to me by his Excel- 
lency, and by me submitted to the Begum for redress. 


12. Her Ilighness, injudiciously, at first combined her right of purchase 
from the father (which, by the way, is universally recognized and admitted in 
this country) with the title of a parent by adoption proceeding on the father’s 
consent ; and this plea, when repeatedly opposed by the Vizier, I deemed 
it to be my duty to reject, and her Highness reluctantly abandoned it, in com- 
pliance with my decision. She further expressed her resolution to give up the 
child if I required it, declaring at the same time, that she considered the infant 
as her own, and that their separation would overwhelm her with grief. I now 
entreated his Excellency to accede to her Highness’s wishes, and to admit of 
her compromising the complaint by satisfying the worthless father of her adop- 
tive child or protégée. 


_ 18. In this manner above a year and a half ago I was enabled to settle, as 
I believed, to the satisfaction of all the parties, a most unpleasant and vexatious 
dispute, which forms the subject of the principal complaint that is now adduced 
by his Excellency against the unfortunate widow of his brother, the descen- 
dant of ancestors by far more illustrious than his own. 


14, Any further comment on the tenor of his Excellency’s letter to the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General were manifestly an unprofitable 
encroachment on his Lordship’s valuable time. 


I have, &c. 
_. Lucknow, (Signed ) J. Baryts, 
9th September 1812, Resident. 
: | ; 5 U From 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
2 July 1818. 


Letter 
from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
2 July 1813. 

Letters from the 
Ladies of' the 


Khogrd Muhl. 


44¢ | OUDE PAPERS. 


From Doolhun Begum, and seven other Ladies of the Khoord Muhi to 
Tuhseen Alee Khan. (No date.) 


We have heard that Hoshmund Alee Khan, the faithless villain, is about to 
be appointed our darogha, which God forbid ! 


We were never happy under this person, and food and drink are unlawful 
to us since the intelligence of his appoiptment arrived: our lives and honour 
are at stake. When we refused to submit to the Begum we were perfectly 
satisfied with you, whom we consider as the light of our eyes; our life and 
honour are still with you. If this intelligence, which God forbid, should be 
confirmed, we swear by the Holy Imams, that we will proceed bareheaded to 
Golab Baree (Shooja-ood-Dowlah’s tomb), and that no consideration on earth, 
even a lac of rupees per mensem; will induce us to submit to such an arrange. 
ment. At your hands, and with you, beggary, nay starvation, will be agreeable 
to us. We will proceed with you to Kerbelaw. Reproach us not hereafter 
for what may happen. We have given you timely information: if you forsake 
us and relinquish your office, we will no longer retain our lives. Consider a 
little written on this subject as a great deal. In the time of Asuf-ood-Dowlah, 
when Hoshmund was our darogha, the Nawaub ordered twenty thousand rupees 
for us, and that villain appropriated the whole to himself. When we taxed him 
with this conduct he gave us his bond for the sum, and we hold his bond to 
this day : so great a thief is Hoshmund. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Bau, 
Resident. 





From the same to the same. (No date.) 


At length we have received your letter and understood the whole of its con- 
tents. ‘The intelligence of your returning health has delighted our hearts. 
May God preserve you a hundred and thirty years in health and happiness, for 
the sake of Mohummud and his posterity. 


You write, that we know nothing of the Hindee calculation of time. That 
is very true; but we know that our stipends were originally fixed on the 13th 
of the month of Mohurrum, and that this is the proper account. Our friend, 
you will take care that the account be fairly adjusted. You know better than 
we do. If you possessed the power, we are sensible that you would give each 
of us separately thousands of rupees, and that we should no longer be plagued 
by our creditors. God knows, and is our witness, that we love you more than 
our nearest relations. If we urge you on the subject of our claims and 
accounts, it is because all our dependence is on you, and. to whom else could 
we apply ? But your pleasure is all that we wish for. We agree to take one 
month at your desire, notwithstanding the distress which it will occasion. On 
the 13th of Ramzaun four months were due to us, and the fifth is now in its 
progress ; we are, therefore, distressed beyond measure. Send in two months 
from Lucknow, and order a month to be paid to us here, to relieve us in some 
degree. Our friend, two circumstances distress us particularly: first, that m 
the time of the late Nawaub we received only five or six months in the year, and 
that now twelve months are paid to us, yet we suffer reproach from incum- 
brance in a greater degree than formerly ; secondly, that you should threaten 
to relinquish your office: let the pen of the writer never convey such a remark 
tous again. Inform us of the day of your bathing, that the vows which we 
have made may be performed. Send an answer to this letter immediately. If 
you give usup, then where are we, where this muhl, where the city of Fyzabad ? 
In such an event we must seek the plains of Kerbelaw ! Of this truth be assured. 


A true translation: 


Signed J. BAILLIE, 
ene) Resident. 


From 
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From Kummer-oon-Nissa Begum, and seven other Ladies of the Muhl, 
to Tuhseen Alee Khan. (No date.) : 


The intelligence of your having bathed an your recovery has been a cause 
of delight to our hearts. We had long by day and by night prostrated our- 
selves before God to solicit this blessing, that you might be preserved over our 
heads, whose honour and happiness depend on you. 


You complain that Behroze has been occupied for two months in explaining 
matters to us, and that we refused to receive his explanation: you have also 
written, that we seemed in secret to wish for your removal, and if so, that we 
should plainly speak out. This is all a mistake upon your part. While we live, 
we wish for no person but you, and can never consent*to your removal: 
banish, therefore, this erroneous conception from your mind. Do with us 
whatever you please ; send us only three months allowance on the expiration 
of the month of Ramzaun. We never complained of your deducting one or 
two months from our allowance ; we stated merely, that the intercalary month 
had been stopped, and that thus, in three years, a month’s allowance had been 
Jost to us. May God preserve his Excellency and you. We trust that here- 
after we shall receive sicca rupees, and be indebted for this addition to your 
kindness. We say nothing for the present year; but next year it is our inten- 
tion to insist on the payment of our allowance in siccas, and of this we inform 
you beforehand. 


It seems ihat you have written to Doolhun Begum to explain all matters to 
us, and to endeavour to satisfy our minds. To what purpose was this? Is she 
greater than we are, that we should attend to her explanations ? If we be satis- 
fied, we must be satisfied by you; if dissatisfied, to you express our dissatisfac- 
tion, Weare all here ona level, and there is no one greater than another: 
of this truth be assured. Doolhun Begum is the daughter of Alee Beg ; but 
who is she, that she should cause us to understand? This is all an erroneous 
conception. Our understaudings are equal to hers, and we act from our own 
judgment, without reference to her or any other. 


A true translation : 


(Signed ) J. BAILLIE, 
Resident. 





To John Monckton, Esq., Persian Secretary to Government. 
Sir: 

I have the honour of transmitting to you a letter received from his Excel- 
lency the Vizier, to the address of the Right Honourable the Governor-Gene. 
ral, which is referred to in my despatch of this date to the Chief Secretary to 
Government. A Pessian copy of a letter which I deemed it to be my duty to 
address to his Excellency the Vizier on the subject of his letter to the Gover- 
nor-General, and copies of several papers of intelligence and other documents 
having reference to the superintendence of the Khoord Muhl, (which it has 
been found impracticable to translate), are also transmitted by this despatch, 
with a view to convey the most ample and satisfactory information regarding 
pind point that is stated in his Excellency’s letter, without any unnecessary 

elay. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. Bai.utg, 
9th September 1812. Resident. 


From His Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. (Received the 20th September 1812.) 


After expressing my desire for the pleasure of a personal meeting with your 
Lordship, which is the chief object of my wishes, I proceed to acknowledge 
the receipt of your kind letter of the 8th of May last, replete with sentiments 
of friendship and regard, the contents of which I have fully understood. 
Having written an answer to the points contained in your Lordship’s letter,.I 
sent my reply to Major Baillie, and after a discussion of ‘some of its contents, 

it 
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it will shortly be transmitted to your Lordship. Some strange occurrences 
having lately taken place here, namely, the departure of the ladies of' the 
muhls from Fyzabad, and their arrival at Lucknow in a state of the utmost 
wretchedness, distraction, and misery, the departure of her Highness the 
Bhabee Begum (Shums-oon-Nissa) in the most ungracious manner from this 
city towards her own jagier, and her ordering her Khassburdars and other 
attendants to march with their matchlocks lighted, and ready to fire at any one 
who should offer to stop them, I consider it to be my duty to state the real 
circumstances for your Lordship’s information. The affair of the ladies of the 
muhls is this: Some time ago letters having been repeatedly addressed to me 
by these ladies, and they having come out of their muhls and excited clamour 
and disturbance, and it appearing certain to me from the contents of their 
letters that they were in the highest degree dissatisfied with Mohummud Tuh. 
seen Alee Khan, and that they would shortly. proceed to bring dishonour and 
disgrace upon themselves, I repeatedly called upon ‘Tubseen Alee Khan to 
propose some measure which would have the effect of composing those clamours 
and disturbances. The Khan proposed nothing but measures of severity and 
menaces, such as [ could not employ, and which would have been injurious to my 
reputation, and would have provoked the Begums to put an end to their lives. 
I saw no other expedient but that of appointing some other person as Nazir 
in the room of ‘Tuhseen Aiee Khan. Being thus without remedy, 1 nominated 
Mohummud Nusseem Alee Khan, on the recommendation of Afreen Alee 
Khan, and that person accordingly proceeded thither, and pacified and appeased 
all the ladies of the muhls; and all these ladies, well-pleased, returned into 
the muhls, and desisted from further clamour and disturbance. In the inter- 
val, Major Baillie made a representation to me, for the purpose of restoring 
Tuhseen Alee Khan to the office of Nazir. I replied that I was ready to 
restore him, but that the Khan must first propose a plan which should have the 
effect of putting an end to the clamours and disturbances of the Begums, and 
of inducing them not to come out of the muhls, a proceeding which would be 
attended with dishonour and disgrace. Major Baillie spoke to the Khan: the 
Khan did not suggest any plan. On this account I was deliberating about his 
re-appointment, when your Lordship’s letter arrived. Major Baillie took that 
opportunity to make a second representation to me on the subject of restoring 
the Khan to the office of Nazir and giving him an honorary dress. I sent an 
honorary dress to the Khan, and gave him in charge a letter to the ladies of 
the muhis. The Khan gave the honorary dress to Nukhut, Khaujeh Sera 
(eunuch), and deputed him to Fyzabad. The ladies of the muhls, immedi- 
ately on hearing the intelligence of Nukhut’s receiving an honorary dress, came 
out of the muhls and raised a greater clamour and disturbance than before. 
Afterwards letters were brought to me from those ladies, stating the circum- 
stances of their distress and the hardships and misery of their situation, and 
complaining of Nukhut, the deputy of Tuhseen Alee Khan. Out of a regard 
to the representations of Major Baillie I returned no answer, and many of their 
letters which came to me I sent to him. When no attention was paid by any 
one to their situation, the ladies of the muhls, submitting to undergo the 
fatigue and difficulties of travelling, some on foot, and some in carriages of 
various descriptions, came to Lucknow in a miserable and wretched plight, 
without tents or awnings. The enclosed copies of eight letters from them, and of 
a statement transmitted to me by my brother, Mirza Hoosein Alee Khan, who 
accompanied them on their journey from Fyzabad, will afford your al bnan 
detailed information respecting their situation. Disgrace and dishonour, suc 

as never before sullied our reputation, have now been brought on my house, 
and the circumstances have become notorious to all the world. In requiring 
the Khan to propose a plan to me, as before alluded to, the sole object, which 
trom the first I had in view, was to prevent the disgrace and degradation which 
have now occurred, and which will continue to take place. Had the Khan 
thought of a plan, this misfortune and disgrace. would not have come to pass. 


With reference to what your Lordship has written on the subject of the 
engagement concluded between her Highness the Lady-mother (Bhow Begum) 
and me, in the month of February 1798, according to my promise, I have never 


been guilty of any remissness or neglect in shewing her every degree of ss 
an 
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and attention, and in doing every thing to promote her convenience and com- 
fort: but, on the part of the Begum, the reverse of what is-oontained. in the 
engagement, erz., that, whenever requisite, she will afford me. every: degree of 
friendship and assistance in ry affairs, has taken place ;.for.on the occasion of 
Marquess Wellesley’s coming to Lucknow, it having become necessary-for me to 
pay a sum of money into the Company’s treasury, her Highness did net-afford 
me any assistance whatever. As by the engagement abovementioned, the British 
Government is the guarantee of al! the affairs of the Begum, it becomes incum- 
bent on it to devise means that the Begum may pay to me such a sum of money 
as may afford me assistance ; and that im future, whenever it may be requisite, 
she may manifest her friendship and afford me assistance. a 


With reference to what your Lordship has written; ‘“ whether the appointment 
‘* of a person of my own selection to collect the revenue of the jaidad and dis-.. 


tribute it to the ladies of the muhl,” and so forth, I have to inform your 
Lordship, I never appointed a person to collect the revenues of the jaidad. I have 
not removed the person who is appointed on the part of the Begum to receive the 
revenues of the jaidad. The fact is this: ‘TheBegum received the revenues of the 
jaidad by the hands of an officer (Aumil) of her own nomination, and sent the 
amount of the stipends through Tuhseen Alee Khan, who on my part held the 
office of Nazir of the deorhees; when the distribution of the stipends was made, 
and every matter of business, great or small, relating to the deorhees, which 
arose, was submitted by the Khan to me, and executed by him according to my 
orders. Your Lordship will be kindly. pleased to ascertain, that her Highness 
had no right of interference in the distribution of the stipends of the muhis, 
or in their reduction ‘or augmentation, or in any other matters connected with 
the deorhees, and that she never exercised any superintendence over the affairs 
of the Khoord Muhl. ‘Lhe receipts of the ladies of the muhl were always 
brought ; and if any of the persons in the mubls died, the charge of the 
funeral ceremonies devolved upon me. Had the ladies of the mubl under- 


stood that the Begum was vested with the superintendence of the affairs of 


the muh], they would never have agreed to it. ‘This is evident from the 
clamour and disturbance and other proceedings which have now taken place. 
With respect to what is contained in the engagement, that the stipends of the 
muhls shall be paid by the hands of the Begum, it does not appear to me that, 
by that stipulation, the ladies of the muhls shall be subject to the authority 
of the Begum. Your Lordship will be pleased to judge whether or not ] am 
the master (warts) of the ladies of the muhl; whether or not the manage- 
ment of the muhis is a part of my household concerns; whether or not the 
honour of the ladies of the muhl is identified with my honour; whether or 
not, by the treaty, I ought to have a control over my household concerns, 
and whether it be proper or becoming in me to acquiesce in the dishonour and 
disgrace of those ladies. 


With regard to what your Lordship has written respecting the severe distress 
and vexation experienced by her Highness Shums-oon-Nissa Begum, and that 
‘* you have received copies of the letter which the Resident addressed to me on 
“* that subject, under date the Ist of April, and of the letter from her Highness to 
‘ the Resident to which it refers,” and that your Lordship ‘‘ concurs entirely in 
the sentiments expressed in the Resident’s letter,” and that your Lordship has 
directed the Resident to make an application to me on this subject,and to request 
that I would redress the grievances of which the Begum has reason to complain,” 
the case is this: I am ready to redress any grievance of which the Begum can 
justly complain, and at no time have I ever concurred in or permitted any 
molestation or cause of grievance to her Highness, nor has ever such a tharght 
entered, or cad it enter into my mind. On the other hand, however, several 
petty acts on the part of the Begum have occurred, which are a cause of griev- 
ance and distress to some poor people, and a source of vexation to me’; sttch, 
for example, as taking the property of andther and. not paying the price oft; or 
occupying a piece of ground without the consent of the owner:: nay; she ‘even 
detained in her muhl the daughter of a poor injured Syyed ; and when.the father 
complained, she said that she had purchased the girl, nor would she attend to 
the representation of the Resident in his behalf. Your Lordship will be pleased 
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Her Highness has also possessed herself of several places belonging tome. Be 
pleased to weigh this well, whether any one takes possession of the property of 
another without the consent of the proprietor. This also I overlooked. Her 
Highness, moreover, has entirely given up the observance of those appearances 
and external forms, which are suitable to the.relation in which we stand to-each 
other of brother and sister; and when she is expostulated with on such points, 
‘she prepares to leave the city, and she frequently remarks, bow can she remain a 
subject ina place where she possessed the rule. And with respect to settling 
the affuirs of ber jagier, on which she has spoken to me, if any difficulty is. made 
about sending my people there, she makes it a subject of complaint; and if my 
people are sent, slie accuses them of plunder. At the time when the Resident 
spoke to me on the subject of settling the business of the bazar attached to her 
‘deorhee, aud of making an allowance in money in place of the khassa (victuals) 
which are furnished to her Highness from my household, I replied, ‘let her 
** Highness observe the forms of respect which are due to my rank as sovereign, 
‘* and the obligations of fraternal affection, and on my part, to the extent of my 
‘* ability, there shall be no failure in the manifestation of my duty towards her, 
** as one of the heads of the family, or in the cultivation of her good will.” 
Major Baillie asked me if what he should submit to my consideration in this 
affair would be agreeable to me. I replied, ‘‘certainly.” At length it was 
settled, that Major Baillie should repair in person to her Highness’s deorhee, 
and reason and expostulate with her. A reconciliation rested accordingly on 
the success of the Resident’s expostulation. In the end, however, the Resident 
did not repair in person to the Begum. Your Lordship will be pleased to deli- 
berate maturely, whether any or what improper request has been made by me, 
and what cause of grievance to her Highness has arisenon my part. Her Fligh- 
ness will not consent to a reconciliation; nay, she declares that she has made a 
solemn vow to heaven never to see such a one’s face, meaning me. Your Lord- 
ship will be pleased to judge whether it is her Highness who does not listen to 
the representation of the Resident, or whether it is 1. It is my wish that her 
Highness should, in all matters, pay regard to what is due to me, as the-sove- 
reign and as a brother, and that I, on my part, should promote her satisfaction 
and render her service. Notwithstanding so much consideration towards her 
Highness on my part, she formed the determination to quit this city ; upon which 
I transmitted a letter to her, enclosed in one to the address of the Resident, and 
omitted no intreaties, arguments, or professions of consideration and regard for 
her, offering to wait upon her in person. Copies of my letters to her Highness 
and to Major Baillie, and of Major Baillie’s reply, I have the honour to enclose 
for your Lordship’s information. Her Highness, without paying any attention 
to my arguments and kind and conciliatory expressious, and without returning 
any answer to my letter, left Lucknow and proceeded to her jJagier. A copy of 
the letter which she addressed to Major Baillie, under date the ¢8th Shabaun (4th 
September 1812), was transmitted by him to me, and | now enclose it for your 
Lordship’s notice. Your Lordship will be pleased to observe in what terms of 
conciliation and regard I have addressed her Highness, and in what terms she 
has expressed herself of me to the Resident, paying no regard whatever either to 
my rank as the sovereign, or to the relation in which I stand to her as a brother. 
The same questions had been agitated between us from former times, but never 
did her Highness proceed to take the step she has now taken, nor has she once 
reflected on this, that the terms in which she has expressed herself of me will not 
be agreeable to the Resident, in consideration of the friendship and union which 
subsist between the Honourable Company and me. , 


May the days of your prosperity and happiness be perpetual. 


A true translation: 


(Signed) GeorGe SwINTON, 
Deputy Persian Secretary to Government. 
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Enclosures it the foregoing Letter from the Nawaub Vizier. 


Translation of a Copy of a Letter from Doolhun Begum to his Excellency the 
| Nawaub Vizier. : 


It has been reported td me that your Excellency, from motives of regard fot 
the reputation of Tuhseen Aleé Khan and a desire to please him, does not intend 
to renove him from the office of Nazir. This is surprising. In all the world 
the honour anu reputation of father and mother, and one’s own, are dearer than 
those of any other person: how then can it be, that the reputation of a male ot 
female slave should be of more value with your Excellency than ours? Woe is 
me, of this life, if this be the fact ! Accursed be such a state of existence! When 
I and the other ladies of the muhl have been forsaken by your Excellency, and 
been exposed to be insulted by a slave of the late Nawaub Asuf-ood-Dowlah, we 
ought to be ashamed to live longer in the world. Your Excellency knows well 
that we have no dispute but on one point, the Nazirship of Tuhseen Alee Khan, 
to which we do not consent. When your Excellency, who is our natural patron 
and protector and the defender of our rights, is not well disposed towards us, who 
is this Nazirr We know not what this vengeance from heaven is which has 
overtaken us, Till now we have considered that we lived on the bounty of your 
Excellency, but sliould the Nazir not be removed we shall certainly consider it 
to be the bounty of Tuhseen Alee Khan, and we wish not to live on the bounty 
of a perfidious slave, who every moment uses reproachful language towards us, 
and will not allow an account of our situation or our letters to reach your Ex- 
cellency. A letter is halfa personal meeting. If we cannot see your Excellency 
let our letters at least reach your presence ; and when a letter comes from your 
Excellency, we can imagine ourselves to be sitting in your company. I have 
never set foot out of the muhl, and in the presence of Mirza Shoojaat Alee Khan 
I have sworn to it by your Excellency’s precious head. Of what use then would 
it be to come out of the mull? It is better to die at once. I now also swear 
by your blessed head, that if the Nazir be not removed from his office I will take 
poison, and my life shal! be your sacrifice. When honour is gone, of what worth 
is lite? Further details of our situation will be made known to you by the letters 
of the Nawaub, Shums-ood-Dowlah, It is a duty incumbent on your Excellency 
to turn the eye of regard upon us, and to have compassion on our wretched con- 
dition. I shall hope to receive an answer to this letter. [fone individual should 
perish it is of little consequence ; but as I am in debt, I beg of your Excellency 
to take charge of my funeral, that my corpse may not remain unburied, which 
would excite the scorn of the people and add to my dishonour. What more can 
I write? It is probable that, from this cause, the measure of my days is now 
completed. May the Almighty preserve your Excellency for a hundred and 
forty years, for the sake of Mohummud and his posterity. Let the portion of 
my days be added to those of your Excellency ; but on the day of judgment I 
will make this base-borna villain understand. In this world, as his loins are 
broken, so in the next shall his neck be broken with the weight of our blood. 
On the day of resurrection I will mount upon his neck, and cry out under the 
canopy of heaven, ‘‘ My blood is on the neck of Tuhsecn.” My words will not 
be in vain. In short, since the decease of the Nawaub Shuja-ood-Dowlah my 
life has been brought to an end by the indignities to which I have been exposed. 
It is better to die than to live. I beg your Excellency will favour me with an 
answer, and may the sun of your life continue to shine. 





Lranslatiom of a Copy of a Letter from the Ladies of the Muhl to the Nawaub, 
Shums-ood-Dowlah, Son of the Vizier. - 


It is generally rumoured here, that Tuhseen Alee Khan, the Pharaoh of the 
ay, intends to come here (Fyzabad) after the mohurrum ; we therefore write to 
inform you, that we have given a written promise to his Excellency, the Vizier, 
that we will never set a foot beyand the door, nor indeed did we ever form any 
such.intention. How much then have we been slandered by Tuhseen, who has 
told his Excellency that every moment we are ready to come out of the muhl. 
erhaps he is now endeavouring to make his words true; for if he come kere, 
and for the purpose of making us satisfied with him, we are not and never will 
be 
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be satisfied with him, and we will make away with our own lives. We are una- 
nimous in this affair. By a thousand arts, Juwaher Alee Khan, the former Nazir 
of her Highness the Bhow Begum’s deorhee, sought to make us acquiesce in the 
authority of her Highness, but without effect. Now that we have fully under- 
stood Tubseen Alee Khan, when will we ever agree to take our stipends from him ? 
Let it not happen, therefore, that he come and make his arrangements here, so 
that our letters shall be prevented from reaching the Presence. Then, indeed, 
we shall be without remedy at his hands, and we will come out of the muhl and 
go to Gola Baree, or we will shut the doors and put ourselves to death. It is 
proper that you make a representation to his Excellency, that never, never, in 
any way whatever, will we take our stipends from Tuhseen Alee Khan. He has 
formed a wrong resolution in coming here, and he will only bring disgrace upon 
himself at our hands, or be the cause of our losing our honvur and our lives. If 
each of us were to receive gold in place of silver from him, we would not take it. 
From the hands of his Excellency, who is our patron and master, we should be 
satisfied with a crust of bread. Further, accept our prayers for your welfare, 
and consider the little which we have written to imply a great deal. 


Translation of a Copy of an Agreement executed among themselves by the Ladies 
of the Muhl. 


(Text of the Coran.) 


By the above sacred text we swear, that while life remains in our body, be 
we killed or be our heads severed from our necks, we never will be satisfied 
with Tuhseen, and we never will agree to his holding the office of Nazir. We 
will never betray or be false to each other: never, never, in any way, will we 
consent to Tuhseen Alee Khan’s being Nazir. ‘To this instrument, therefore, 
we set our seals. ‘To whatever calamity may befal us, we submit ; never will we 
shrink from it. But to Tuhseen’s being Nazir, who is an oppressor and the 
enemy of our house, we will not assent. If we depart from this engagement, 
may we depart from God, and from the Prophet and the holy law. 





Translation of a Copy of a Lelter from Doolhun Begum to his Excellency the 
Vizier. | 

Your Excellency has well discharged the obligations of filial duty, in per- 
mitting such oppression to be exercised on us by Daraub, Tuhseen, Nukhut, 
Asghur Alee Khan, and the Begum, who is the ruler of Fyzabad (Bhow 
Begum), every one of whom uses every exertion to bring disgrace upon us 
and cause our death. The base-born villain Nukhut, Khaujeh Sera, bas cast a 
thousand scandalous reflections on us. On Monday the Sth, a servantat three 
rupees per mensem died, when Begum Jaun, a dependent of Sahib Jee, asked 
Nukhut for the monthly pay of the deceased. We, all the ladies of the muhl, 
agreed, in jest, not to permit the corpse to be removed for interment. At 
length I paid the money out of my pocket, and caused the body to be interred. 
The Bhow Begum and Daraub told Nukhut not to go on such a day near to 
the muhl. That son of a strumpet, however, from a spirit of tyranny, sought to 
cause our destruction, and came tothe door, when I and all the other ladies 
raised a cry of lamentation, and openly pouring out curses and imprecations on 
his head, we each seized a stick in our hand. Nukhut, standing at the door, 
called out to bring more sticks, and pile them at the door. Alas, that in your 
Excellency’s life-time, Dalmeer, a misbegotten Peon, should say to us that he 
would beat us back into the house. Since our honour is come to this, why 
leave us in the muhl: better turn us out at once, or at one stroke separate our 
heads from our bodies. We never in our lives will agree to Tuhseen’s bein 
Nazir. Nay, should any one, two, or three of us be satisfied with that perfi- 
dious villain, the rest of us will put them to death. To-day I have sworn all 
the ladies of the muhl, high and low, on the Coran, and caused them to affix 
their seals to the engagement, that they will put themselves to death, and have 
sent it through Omrao Sing, the news-writer, with a letter from myself, and 


another under the seals of all the ladies, to be laid before your Excellency. I 
therefore 
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- therefore send Fuzl Alee to you, the servant of Mirza Akbur Alee. My people Bengal Political 

do not go out of the muhl: they are the prisoners of Nukhut and her Highness ae 
the Bhow Begum. You will observe by the solemn engagement which we have ee 
executed among ourselves, that we will give up our lives sooner than consent Enclosures 
to have Muhummud Tuhseen as Nazir. What will your Excellency gain by -#& Visier's Letter. 
our death ? Such is our evil fortune that we cannot trust our own shadow. God 
knows whether the news-writer forwards our letters to your Excellency: nor 
do we know what crime we have committed that your Excellency should give 
1s up to be put to death by these villains. If our food and raiment were a 
heavy expense we would not ask forthem. Turn us out of doors. We do not 
know who the Begum is, that she should exercise such tyranny over us. In 
the life-time of her son, Asuf-ood-Dowlah, she never exercised authority over 
us, nor oppressed us. Who then is she, while your Ixcellency is preserved to 
us? Tor fifteen or sixteen years the Begum knew nothing of us, and never 
issued orders io our servants. Why docs your Excellency wrongfully allow us 
to be dishonoured? If your Excellency has any discussions to hold with us, 
send for us to Lucknow, where you and Major Baillie and the Nazir (Tuhseen) 
are, and we will answer for ourselves. If you bear us enmity: and wish to put 
us to death, do not delay, but give orders to separate our heads at once from 
our bodies.. If we shrink from the stroke may the curse of God be upon us. 
Why do you permit the Begum to molest us so to death? ‘We hope your Ex- 
cellency will send an answer to this letter by the hands of our messenger, Iuzil 
Alee, and despatch him quickly, for we are reckless of life and are ready to 
destroy ourselves by taking poison. What can.wesay more? Consider a little 
to mean a great deal. 





Translation of a. Copy of a Letter from the Ladies of the Muh. 


Let it be known to you, on the part of all the unfortunate ladies of the 
muhl, that after forty years the day fixed by fate has arrived, that is to say, 
to-day, Thursday the 5th ofthe month, when the deputy of Tuhseen Alee 
Khan, having built up the Delhi gate and assembled two thousand people, 
villagers and rajpoots, for the purpose of beating us poor helpless women, came 
and surrounded the muhl. It is also reported, that he intends forcibly to enter 
the inner apartments. He has turned out our female domestics, and does not 
permit them tocome into us. No offence has been proved against us. Our 
only offence is, that we are satisfied with his Excellency and will not be satisfied 
with Tuhseen ; and for this offence he is ready to put us to death: and you, 
Sir, cause us to be put todeath. Nukhnt has also determined to withhold our 
food, that we may be starved into compliance. The Begum tells us that she 
will give us the increase of stipend which we ask, if we will accept the Darogah 
(Tuhseen). We, poor unfortunate women, are like a drop.of water ready to 
tall. If vou have a spark of humanity or generosity, we entreat you, for the 
sake of God and his Prophet, to take our case into your consideration, other- 
wise you will soon hear that, like a dying ember, we have been extinguished 
at once. 


Translation of an Arzee from the Ladies of the Muhl addressed to the Nawaub 
Visiter. 


Be it known to your Excellency, that it is the custom of the world for every 
poor and injured subject to seek redress from the prince, when justice is done to 
him. What offence have we committed, but that for protection we have caught 
hold of the skirts of your Excellency’s garment ? When we attempted to repair 
to your presence for the purpose of obtaining redress, the bearers’ and carriage 

rivers were prohibited from assisting us; and when we resolved to proceed on 
foot, six hundred people belonging t o the Begum, peons and rajpoots, some 
with sticks and others armed, surrounded us, and considering us to be without 
@ protcctor began to threaten us and raise a tumult. What could we unfortu- 
nate females do, but weep and wail and cry out for redress? at this juncture 
orders from Nukhut Alee Khan were suddenly brought to the peons, not to 
allow a single female domestic or other aa to go out, and tostop all victuals 
5 from 


e 
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. from being carried in. Accordingly, we could get no food, nor was even % 
eweeper allowed to enter. Being reduced to the last extremity, that the 
Begum might be without excuse, we sent an arzee to her, informing her of our 
situation, by the hands of Mirza Hoosein Alee Khan and Mirza Serij-ood 
Deen Hyder Khan. The news-writer of his Excellency and the Chuprassy of 
the news-writer to the Residency were present at the Begum’s deorhee when 
our two messengers arrived with the arzee, and held a discussion on the sub- 
ject of our representation, the details of which it would be too Jong to write. 
In the end, the Begum sent a verbal message by Khoosh Chushm, Khaujeh 
Sera, that she had done nothing on her part ; that she had not sent the people ; 
that she had no concern with our affairs ; but that agreeably to the directions of 
a person of authority (the Resident), she had sent her people to attend Nukhut, 
and who might, on his own part, order what he pleased. ‘That Tuhseen was 
the Nazir chosen by a person of authority, and would never be removed; that 
it was decreed by fate that he should be Nazir; that she had no concern in this 
affair; that we ought to inform our patron and protector of all the circum- 
stances of our distress, and that he would do whatever he deemed to be best 
for us. We implore your [xcellency, therefore, for the sake of God and of his 
Prophet and the posterity of the Prophet, and by the pure spirit of the departed 
Nawaub (Shuja-ood-Dowlah), with whose honour, as well as that of your Excel- 
lency, our honour is identified, to take our case into your consideration, and to 
save us from being disgraced and insulted at the hands of others, or otherwise 
to put us all as criminals to death with your own hand, that we may receive the 
punishment due to our guilt. If your Excellency, out of consideration for the 
wishes of the English gentlemen, can do nothing of yourself in this affair, be 
pleased to refer our case to the doctors of the holy law, and discuss the question 
(with the Resident). By the holy Jaw, Tuhseen never can possess the right of 
being our master .wauris) and ruler (hakim). It is now incumbent on your 
Excellency to save us from this tyrant (Tuhscen) and to defend our honour. 
If your Excellency shall maintain ‘Tuhseen in his appointment of Darogah over 
us, we will destroy ourselves by poison. What species of tyranny, oppression, 
and indignity is left, which we have not experienced at the hands of ‘Tuhseen ? 
We are tired of life, and we have taken an oath on the Coran, that if Tuhseen 
shall be Darogah, we will take poison and never will consent to live. Alas! 
alas! a hundred times, that while your Excellency is preserved to us, we should 
suffer such dishonour and disgrace at the hands of Nukhut. We had talked 
among ourselves, that we should set fire to the Delhi gate and go out. Nukhut 
was informed of this as he was sitting in the mosque, when he said he would 
kindle a fire all round the muhl, and would deduct the amount of the loss out of 
our stipends. It appears to us that they intend to cast us into the fiery furnace, 
when Tuhseen will become Darogah of the dépét of martyrs. 





Cretzase ernie 


Translation of a Copy of a Letter from the Ladies of the Muhi to His Excel- 
lency the Vizier. 


Be it known to your Excellency, that on Monday the Chobdar of the Begum 
(Bhow Begum) came here to summon Mirza Hoosein Alee Khan to her High- 
ness’s presence. He accordingly repaired to the Deorhee, when a conversation 
took place with her Highness, through Khoosh Chushm Khaujeh Sera. 
To-day a conversation was held with him, through Saadet Khaujeh Sera, 
who informed him that her Highness desired him to return and make us under- 
stand that what we were doing would not be good for us. Her Highness at 
the same time sent for Nukhut, and he was present during the whole of the 
conversation. She said that Tuhseen would never be removed from the office 
of Nazir. The Mirza replied, that it was not possible that the ladies of the 
muhl would be satisfied, and that they would sooner submit to lose their heads 
or suffer whatsoever else should befal them. Saadet observed, “ You shall not 
“ lose your head, the ladies shall not lose their heads, nor shall ‘Tubseen lose 
‘* his appointment of Darogah, and what is not possible will become possible.’ 
Mirza Hoosein Alee said in answer, “ as long as words only shall pass in this 


“ affair, I and the others will say nothing ; but when Tuhseen shall ee ip 
6é a3 


% 
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«take any improper measures with the ladies, our heads..shall. go first, and 


‘« consent to Tuhseen’s being Darogah.” Nukhut said to him, “ it is you 
‘* who mislead the ladies.” -The Mirza replied, “I have nothin to do with 
“* Tubseen, but the case is this: If any one shall offer insult or indignity to the 
** Jadies of our late father’s family, we will not survive the affront. What 
‘* oppression have they not suffered? ‘Their walls and doors huve been closed 
‘up, their female domestics have been denied ingress and egress, their food 


“ has been withheld ; what worse can befal them ?......* And persuade the 


‘* ladies of the muhl to desist from such proceedings, for otherwise they wil 
‘* be beat and driven into the muhl with broken legs and arms, and dragged 
‘‘ there by the hair.” ‘Your Excellency will judge from this what we may 
expect to suffer. These indignities and the loss of life we submit to, but we 
will not submit to that accursed tyrant being Darogah. God knows, and all 
the world knows, that in no age have ever such iniquitous proceedings been 
witnessed. : 
Verses. 

« Ourrent garments complain of our hands. 

‘© The skirts of our robe complain of the tears we shed. 

« So long have we been confined in the dungeon of sorrow, 

“¢ Our very chains are fretted and our prison complains of us.” 


No prospect of life remains to us. Perhaps the holy martyrs of the plain of 
Kerbclaw, and the wretched captives of the desert of calamity and woe, may 
come to the succour of us, wretched and afflicted sufferers. 


Enough, enough! May God cause the sun of your life and prosperity ever 
to continue refulgent. 
A true translation : 


(Signed) Gerorce Swinton, 
Deputy Persian Secretary to Government. 


= 





Translation of a Memortal under the Seals of Hoosein Alee Khan and Seraj-ood- 
Deen Hyder, Brothers of the Vizier. 


The circumstances of our unfortunate case are these: After the demise of 
his Excellency the late Nawaub-Shooja-ood-Dowlah, the Khoord Muhl was 
made a separate and distinct department by the late Nawaub Asuf-ood-Dowlah, 
and the Bhow Begum had no further concern with it, nor did she interfere in 
our affairs. Our stipends were paid to us hy the Nawaub Asuf-ood-Dowlah, 
distinct from that of her Highness: Nay, even whenhe sent presents of fruit, 
&c., he sent them separately for the Begum and separately for us. The Nazir- 
ship of Tuhseen Alee Khan depended on his obedience to us. When your 
Excellency ascended the musnud, you issued your orders for the issue of 
twelve months’ stipend in the year. From that time Tuhseen was in the habit 
of deducting three per cent. for his own benefit, and without receiving fifteen 
or sixteen rupees from us he would not permit our relations to come and visit 
us. Various acts of oppression he was in the habit of exercising upon us, 
which made us weary of life. When we saw, at length, that we should be 
entirely ruined and must die under his Nazirship, and that no one took any 
heed of us, we of necessity came out of the muhl, and sent several letters to 
your Excellency, with an account of our situation; and we pledged ourselves 
to each other, that if your Ixcellency would not attend to our representations, 
we should set out barefooted to your Presence. Your Excellency was-pleased 
to take compassion upon us, and appointed Mohummud Nusseem to be our 
Darogha. We had agreed to this, when in the mean time Tuhseen again sends 
a person, called Nukhut, on his part, to act as Darogha. Nukhut havin 
come to Fyzabad said to us, ‘* You, in your own imagination, have paeved 


‘ Tuhseen from the office of Nazir, but, thank God, you have once more 
© come 


* Some words appear to be left out here. What follows appears to be spoken by Nukhut. 


‘ after that whatever shall happen to the ladies cannot be helped: we will not 
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Polen. «« domeAunder the rod of Tuliseen : ‘you will now find it so.” When we found | 
that Nukhut was so full of ‘anger, we shut the doors and would not allow him 
— '" to enter. We afterwards came out of the muhl, and ‘the ladies of the muhl 
Enclosures’ sent Mirza Kumaul-ood-Deen Hyder and me (Hoosein Alee Khan), to repre- 
1 Visier's Letters sent the circumstance of our case to your Excellency. When we reached your 
“palace you did not catl‘us to the Presence, nor did you take any notice of’ our 
condition. Being thus disappointed, we ened to I*yzabad and informed 
the ladies of what had passed. On that occasion Narain Doss, the vakeel of 
«@uhseen, said to Nukhut, «* Do you remain silent. I will send for the Begum’s 
‘** peons, and pive them a good beating until they submit to Tuhseen: please 
« God, I will make them eat pease off my shoe. Shall a parcel of female 
“slaves dare to disobey Tuhseen’s order; and do they think that they can 
‘* remove him from his office?’ Nukhut and Narain ven then went to the 
Begum, and brought with them six hundred peons to surround the muhl. 
They would not allow any food to be conveyed to us, nor would they permit 
ony one, not even a sweeper or watcr-carrier, to come in or go out. On 
Thursday, when many of us kept fast, they would not allow parched pease to 
be brought to us. If there had not been a well in our house we should have 
perished for want of water. Nukhut, on that occasion, said to us, ‘* Now 
‘¢ that Tuhseen will be confirmed as Darogah, I will make you eat half split 
‘* pease and rice, and half salt, for these doings.” Seeing him in such a state 
of anger and passion, we addressed sn arzee to the Begum in these words: 
‘© What crime have we committed, that we should be kept in confinement and 
‘© denied meat and drink, and brought to the point of death? In the time of 
‘© Asuf-ood-Dowlah, who was the fruit of your Highness's womb, your 
‘¢ Highness never had any concern with our affairs, and now you exercise 
‘* tyranny against us.” ‘The Begum sent a verbal message to our arzee by her 
Khaujeh Sera, Khoosh Chushm, that it was of no use sending arzees to her; 
that from the day of Shooja-ood-Dowlah’s demise she had no concern with us 
and had relinquished all authority over us, but that she knew we should bring 
great disgrace upon ourselves if we did not consent to receive Tuhseen as 
Nazir; that she acted solely by the direction of the British Government; that 
she had not caused us to be confined, but that a great person had written to 
her, and that therefore she had placed her peons under the orders of Nukhut ; 
that that person could do as he pleased; that we should inform our patron 
(wauris) of our situation, who would do what he deemed to be advisable. We 
therefore sent arzees to your Excellency, stating the circumstances of our 
situation, but we were not honoured by an answer from your Excellency ; and 
Nukhut, seeing how matters stood, took a penalty bond from all the bankers 
not to advance a single farthing to the members of the myhl, on pain of being 
punished as a state delinquent. Dalmeer, the discharged peon and Narain 
Doss, having consulted with Nukhut, said to Saad Uollah, an officer of her 
Highness the Begum, who was put under their orders, ‘ To-morrow you will 
‘‘ drive them by force into the muhl.’’ Saad Oollah demanded a written 
order to that effect, which might be avoucher if he were afterwards called to 
account, observing to them, that Mirza Hoosein Alee Khan and the other 
Sahibzadahs had declared at the Begum’s deorhee, that if any indignity should 
be offered to the ladies of the muhl, they would sacrifice their lives in defence 
of their honour. Nukhut then told Saad Oollah that he would give him 
an answer the next day. Afterwards, Nukhut, on the part of the Begum, 
gave orders to the bearers and drivers of carriages, telling them if any one 
lent a carriage or cart, or any other vehicle, to the people of the muhl, they 
would be put in prison. From these proceedings we foresaw that by remainin 
here (at.,Eyzabad) we should be exposed. to great indignity and insult, an 
sccordingly, we. determined to proceed to Lucknow, and began to seek for the 
means of canyeyance, Although we offered to pay double hire we were 
unable to procure asingle, vehicle: no one would agree to furnish us with car- 
riages. Being thug without remedy, we resolved to set out on foot. Nukhut, 
upon this, gave orders. again, to Saad Qollah and the other people, that when- 
ever.the ladies should.attempt to leave the muhl they should beat them well. 
Saad, Ooollah and his people asked for a written order from the Begum. Nuk- 
hut and Saad Qollah then went to the Begum and told her the state of affairs. 


The Begum said, “ You must never lift a stick against the ladies, but as 
“ Nukhut 
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« Nukhut shall settle it: you must first beat the female’ slaves; that the . Bengal Polina 
« may be thus deterred from the: ‘attempt to .quit ‘the saw 12? 5: When =, Cone ares ae, 
we came out of the muhl the peons seized sticks and de an, cudgel: play. di aay ‘. a 
Saad Oollah and others seeing that the ladies could not be:Aistinguished 4 
from their women withdrew from the scene, We: then.. lé&ithe: city 
(Fyzabad) bareheaded and barefooted, .in- a miserable stete, «auch 83 ‘ 
may our enemies never -know. Nukhut called out aloud, .“« ‘They. are 
‘¢ not going with the intention of getting Tuhseen removed, but. -to. ‘ 
“ overthrow the Vizarut, for his Excellency’s Government is ready to'-fall . | 
“to pieces, and they will gain nothing for their pains.” After the ladies:of + 
the mull had set out on their journey we went to the Begum’s deorhee tp 
request the means of conveyance, saying that we were to accompany the ladies _ 
of the muhl, and that the honour of Shooja-ood-Dowlah was involved in their 
honour ; that we were descendants of Shooja-ood-Dowlah, and begging that we 
might be furnished with carriages. ‘The Begum told us that she should not 
supply us with carriages, and that her reputation was not concerned. Being 
without help, we travelled as we could and reached Mourabee. On the next 
day, when we came to Mohummudpore, the chief man there also refused to 
furnish us with the means of conveyance. We were ready to die with the 
fatigue of walking on foot, and our feet were blistered in such a manner that 
we could not proceed: many of us also fainted from the excessive heat of the 
sun, and lay on the ground. We procured from the neighbourhood a few 
carts, and waggons, and carriages, and by this means brought on those who 
were unable to proceed further. When we came to Durreeabad the people 
shut their shops, and with the utmost difficulty we succeeded in procuring 
some flour and pease. In like manner were we treated at Nawaub-gunge and 
Salar-gunge. Such calamities, both in times past and the present, having been 
brought upon us by Tuhseen, how can we ever be reconciled to him? If your 
Excellency prefer Tuhseen and is indifferent about us, be pleased to take our 
lives, or let us depart for the holy shrines at Kerbelaw. Great God! while such 
a just protector (wauris) as your Excellency is preserved to us, how should it 
happen that we should suffer such tyranny and oppression, as never were 4, 
experienced in the time of the late Assuf-vod-Dowlah ? We never thought that | 
your Excellency would have permitted the memory of the Nawaub, Shooja-ood- 
Dowlah, to be disgraced in such a manner. We have now no desire but to go 
to Kerbelaw. Neither honour nor reputation is left to us. The very slaves give 
us abuse to our faces; and Nukhut and Dulmeer, a discharged peon, Narain 
Doss, and others, ,order us to be beat, and say, ‘* beat these female slaves ti!l 
‘* their legs be broken, for till their legs be broken they will not be stopped.” 
Excepting our refusal to acquiesce in the appointment of Tubseen, what fault 
have we committed, that we should suffer such severity and misfortune ? We 
hope, from the justice of your Excellency, that you will give us redress, and 
we will ever pray for your happiness and prosperity. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) §GeorcGe Swinton, 
Deputy Persian Secretary to Government. 















Translation of a Copy of a Letter from the Nawaub Vizier to Shums-oon-Nissa 
Begum, enclosed in the foregoing, dated the 31st August 1812.* 





Translation of a Copy ofa Letter from His Excellency the Nawaub Vizier to 
Major Bailie, dated the 31st August 1812. 


_ With respect.to what you have stated in your memorial addressed to me, on 
the subject of the contents of my letter to tlie Governor-General of the 17th of 
Shabaun (28th August), namely, that with regard to her Highness the younger” 
egum (Shums-oon-Nissa), the many frivolous complaints on points of the 
Most. trifling nature which I have stated against her Highness, seem to you to 
e unbecoming in the extreme and unworthy of my mind, while some of them 
are totally. erroneous ; and that having mecha | passed two complete hours 
ee en : 5 : 678 in 
* This Letter has been already given on page 489. 








OUDE PAPERS. 


1. 8 peran al ‘attendance on her Highness, you had a painful opportunity of listen- 
ig to the detail of het arjoveabess and ‘of observing the-state of her accommo- 
“~~ “dation, which, for my sake, you would have wished to suppress, but which you 

. ’ should vow be compelled to'report, by way.of answer to. my complaint, and as 
a justificati¢n of her Highness’s resolution to quit my dominions. The state af 
the case is this: I said to to fou, that whatever you should propose I would 
_agree.to. After. this you addressed a letter of inquiry.after her health tothe 
Begum, and you also had a. personal interview with her. While I was yet 
expecting an answer, I received your memorial, containing the observations 
above recited; I have therefore addressed a letter to the Begum, which I now 
sen to you enclosed in this. I wished, at the same time, to answer the other 
points of your memorial, but I am compelled by indisposition to postpone my 
intention till another opportunity. Of necessity 1 have written on this subject, 
and my reply to the other points shall be sent to you shortly, as soon as I get 
well. Until you shall receive it, I request that you will not forward to his 

Lordship my letter to his address. : 

A true translation : 

(Signed) GeorceE SwinTon, 

Deputy Persian Secretary to Government. 





Translation of a Copy of a Letter from Major Baillie, to the Nawaub Vizier, 
dated the 31st August 1812. 


I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter of this day's date, 
with a letter to the address of her Highness Shums-oon-Nissa Begum, and have 


understood its contents. 


The substance of what passed at my interview with her Highness (as the 

time does not admit of my entering into a detail of the particulars,) is as fol- 

lows: I exhausted every argument to pacify her Highness, to induce her to 

ae desist from her resolution to expose herself to the troubles and fatigues of tra- 

velling, and to persuade her to remain in ease and comfort at home, or at the 

least to postpone her departure until I should have time to communicate an 

account of her situation to the Right Honourable the Governor-General ; and I 

also gave her an express promise that your Highness would settle all her affairs, 

as well those pending at present as those which might arise hereafter, with 

every degree of attention to her Highness’s rank and wishes; but to all these 

representations on my part she only replied, in the most earnest and resolute 

manner, that it was impossible that the toils and difficulties of travelling, nay 

(which God forbid) the pangs and agonies of death itself, could be equalled by 

the vexations and distresses which for a long time past she had submitted to 

bear, and that she would much rather prefer the first. She added, * From my 

‘* experience of the past, what have I to expect from the future? It was my 

‘“¢ fixed determination to leave Lucknow this very day, and I only waited to 

‘‘ receive your visit. I shall now depart without further delay, and I commit 

‘ all my affairs into your hands and to the British Government ; but for your 

‘‘ sake, and not to disappoint the expectations of your Government, as well as 

« in consequence of your interview with me to-day, I will consent to this much : 

« On Tuesday the 31st of August I will leave this place and go to my jagier, 

«‘ where I will remain until-the receipt of an answer to your letter from Cal- 

* cutta, provided it arrive in the course of twenty-three days, after which, 

‘© whatever may be the result, I will proceed into the Honourable Company’s 

‘‘ dominions.” This is the substance of what Her Highness said to me at our 

interview. With respect to the buildings there, which I personally inspected,. 
I will make a representation to your Excellency hereafter. For the present 

have despatched your Excellency’s letter to her Highness by a confidential mes- 

senger, and J will endeavour to prevail on her Highness to via, from her 

urpose. For the sake of your Excellency, as well. as‘of her Highness, the 
interests of both of whom are the nearest objects of my heart, I pray to G 

‘that my representations may be attended. with success; and that her Highness 


may be persuaded to remain in Luckkow. But if your Excellency is ——o 
“ : 4 isposed. 


* 
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disposed to conciliate her Highness:and pay her due respect, there is a atron 
probability, nay, I entertain.a confident persuasion, that .even after she shall 
have gone.to her jagier, such an arrangement may be made-as will induce her 


Highness to retura to Lucknow, aad enable her to remain here in future with 


honour, ease, and comfort. sae 
: a 
A true translation : a ae 
- (Signed). . Gzorcz Swinron, 
Deputy Persian Secretary 40: Government. 


Translation of a Copy of a Letter from Shums-oon-Nissa Begum to the addréss 
of Major Baillie. Dated 28th Shabaun (4th September 1812.) Vide page 437. 





Enclosures in a Letter from the Resident at Lucknow to the Persian Secretary 
to Government, dated 9th and received 20th September 1812. | 


Translation of a Copy of a Letter from his Excellency the Vizier to Mgor 
Baiilie, dated 30th Shabaun 1227 (9th September 1812). 


With reference to what you have stated in your memorial, on the subject of 
the contents of my letter in reply to the letter from the Governor-General, 
namely, * ‘To me it must form a source of the greatest surprise and concern, 
‘ that your Excellency, after yielding to all my suggestions regarding the 
‘* khoord muhl,’’ and so forth to the end. The case is this: that as to what 
you and his Lordship have recommended to be done in that affair, since his 
Lordship is my kind and affectionate friend, there can be no harm ia my 
writing to his Lordship an account of the real state of the case; nay, it is 
necessary that I should do so. | 


With reference to your observation in the same memorial, viz. “ of your 
‘© Excellency’s pecuniary demand against her Highness the Bhow Begum,” and 
so forth: my demand against her Highness is evident, from the terms of the 
engagement quoted in his Lordship’s letter. : | 


As the circumstances of the arrival at Lucknow of the ladies of the khoord 
muhl from Fyzabad, and the departure of her Highness Shums-oon- Nissa 
Begum to her jagier, require that I should inform the Governor-General of 
these events, I have now addressed a letter to his Lordship on those subjects 
which I request you to forward at an early period. | 





Translation of a Copy of a Letter from Major Baillie to the Nawaub Vizier, 
| dated 1st Rumzaun (9th September 1812). 


I have been honoured by the receipt of your Excellency’s letter of yesterday's 
date, conveying a letter from your Excellency to the address of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General, and it is my intention, agreeably to your 
Excellency’s desire, to forward that letter immediately, to-day if it can be 
copied in time, or certainly to-morrow, the 2d of Rumzaun (10th instant). 
In the mean time, however, in conformity with my established practice, founded 
on the sincerest regard for your Excellency and for the true interests of your 
Government, I shall offer a few observations on the general purport and con- 
tents of your letter to the Right Honourable the Governor-General. 


With a reference to the statements under the seals af Mirza Hoosein Alee 
Khan and Mirza Serauj-ood-Deen Hyder, and to the copies of letters from the 
ladies of the muhl, which seem all to have been prepared in Lucknow and had 
never been seen hy me before, I am clearly and decidedly of opinion, that the 
‘whole is a groundless fabrication on the part of the misleaders of those ladies 
‘and that oppression, harsh treatment, or improper conduct of any kind, can 
0A no principle be ascribed to the unfortunate Tuhseen Alee Khan or to his naib ; 
Mey, that your Excellency knows better than:I do, that those complaints, : from 
beginning to end, are utterly erroneous and groundless. Mohummud Nukhut, 


who 


1 Pobigiea! 
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who went to Fyzabad, had never been admitted within the precincts of the 
khoord: muhl, so as to give-him an 7 of saying what he is charged 
with; and if the statements of the Honourable Company's news-writer stationed 
at Fyzabad, which have been hitherto and are now daily transmitted to the Pre- 
sidency, be worthy of any belief, they must be considered as perfectly conclu- 
sive against the truth of the accusations preferred, without any further comments 
on my part. 


_ Before my reeeipt of your Excellency’s letter, I had prepared a draft of a 
letter containing some friendly suggestions to your Excellency, with the view 
of putting a stop to the disorderly conduct of the ladies of the koord muhl, 
which I meant to have submitted to your Excellency, and which the press of 
business alone has hitherto prevented me from having copied fair for transmission. 
And although, from a retrospect of the many recent occasions on which my 
earnest advice has been offered to your Excellency, with the view of strength- 
ening the relations of amity between the two States, and that advice, at first 
apparently acquiesced in, has been ultimately openly disregarded or secretly 
opposed, I can indulge no very confident hope of the success of my repre- 
sentations on this occasion; yet, still, in the discharge of my duty, and from 
motives of sincere friendship, I shall submit the purport of the suggestions above 
noticed to your Excellency, before despatching your letter to the Governor- 
General’s address. It is as follows. | 


Being satisfied in my own mind, from apparent circumstances as well as 
authentic: information before me, that the ladies of the khoord muhl, now 
residing in this city, have been misled chiefly by the machinations of Doolhun 
Begum and three or four others, who have excited all the rest to proceedings 
derogatory to their character and destructive of their happiness and peace, and 
that matters could never have been carried to this extremity but for the machina- 
tions of these four; in addition to which it has been proved to me, that from 
the beginning of the disturbance till this moment, Mirza Shujaat Alee Khan has 
been the chief fomenter of the discontents, and the principal obstacle to the 
success of the just and necessary arrangement which is now under discussion : 
under all these circumstances, I suggest that the separation of Doolhun 
Begum, Janee Begum, Mukhoo Begum, and one or two more of those ladies, 
who are the instigators of the ill conduct of the rest, and their temporary 
residence in some other convenient place, with the prohibition of Mirza Shujaat 
Alee Khan from visiting those ladies for a time, and the immediate departure of 
the other sons of the late Shuja-cod Dowlah who have recently come here with 
their families from F'yzabad, would, in all probability, nay, in my judgment, 
certainly, prove the means of putting a stop to every future disorder, and tend 
unquestionably to promote your Excellency’s honour and reputation, as well as 
the future tranquillity of your mind. 


With a reference to your Excellency’s remark at the close of your letter to the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General, ‘‘ that I did not wait on the younger 
“ Begum:” as both your Excellency and his Lordship in Council are apprized not 
only of my having visited her Highness on Thursday the 18th of Shabaun (27th 
ultimo), and of my having used every possible argument and entreaty to dissuade 
her from her purpose of quitting Lucknow, but also of the failure of those 
arguments and entreaties, and the cause of it, the remark in your Excellency’s 
letter above quoted might, I conceive, with propriety have been withheld. 





Translation of a Letter ges Doolhun Begum, and seven other Ladies of the 
Khoord Muni, to Tuhseen Alee Khan. Vide page 442. 





»' 


_From the same to the same. Vide page 442. 





From Kummer-oon-Nissa Begum, and seven other Ladies of the Muhl, to 
: Luhseen Alee Khan. Vide page 443. . bes 
Translation 


4 
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‘ eae aac: hg 20a th aire Se née Sat Ww wth a 
Translation of the Substance. of Papers, of: Intelligence, -shesring tent Doolhak 
Begun, Mukhoo Begum, and Jance Begum, :instigate:theethert Ladies of 
. Khoord Muhi to oppose Mohummud Tuhseen:tlee Khaw:as Daroghai(or 
_Naxir),and also that private Instructions, to. the same effect, are stmt fiom Mirza 

Shujaaéi Alee. Khan and. the Ladtes.at Lucknow. .6 000 iil) Bessey 


(25th July 1812). The Ladies of the muhl, on hearing of Tuhééén-Alee: 
Khan's appointment to the office of Nazir, raised a-great elamour andidistur- 
bance. They came out of the Zenanah and caused the people to retire-fsonc the. 
Delhi gate, as far as Angooree Baugh. ag. “A ee 


'Heeéngoo, a female attendant of Doolhun Begum, with several othars; ‘went 
to Omrao Sing, the Vizier’s news-writer, and dictated to him what they’ wished 
to be written. _— 


(26th July.) Doolhun Begum, Peearee Bhye, and Janee Begum, caused 
each a flag to be erected in the bazar, and Mukhoo Begum erectéd one on the 
Delhi gate, and they all began to set up a cry of lamentation and motrning: 
The four ladies above named are the authors of these disturbances. - 


(27th July.) A letter from the Vizier has been sent, through: Omrao Sing’ 
the news-writer, to Nusseem, the discharged Darogha, summoning him and hig 
Umla to the Presence. Doolhun Begum and the other ladies, on being 
informed of its contents, said to Nusseem, ‘* You are one with us, whatever 
“ befals us will befal you.” They told the news-writer that they would never 
consent to receive their stipends from the hands of a slave (alluding to Tuhseen 
Alee Khan), and that if Nusseem went to. Lucknow they would give Fyzabad 
to the flames and go with him. | . og he 


(28th July.) Doolhun Begum, Janee Begum, and Mukhoo Begumt, caused 
the Delhi gate to be opened, and cleared the whole of the bazar onthe other 
side for their Zenanah, and they despatched Mirza Kumaul-ood-Deen Hyder and 
Mirza Serauj-ood-Deen Hyder on their affairs to Lucknow. 


(29th July 1812.) Nukbut, the eunuch, and.deputy of Tuhseen Alee Khan, 
the newly appointed Darogah, arrived from Lucknow, and came to the gate of 
the muhl, where he stood. Doolhun Begum, Janee Begum, Peearee Bhye, 
Mukhoo Begum, and Janee Khanum, retired into the inner apartments. Nuk-. 
hut delivered the Vizier’s letter. The ladies, on reading it, said that. they. 
would never consent to what it contained. Nukhut requested that they would 
open the inner door a little, that he might inform them of the Vizier’s com- 
mands, They replied, that they knew all he was going to say, and that if he 
brought them loads of diamonds and other jewels they would never take them 
from the hands of Tuhseen Alee Khan. They would not listen to his repre- 
sentations. Mirza Serauj-ood-Deen Hyder opened the door a liitle, and said to 
him in an angry tone, ‘* What has brought you. here? Take yourself off; 
** you will not be allowed to remain in any part of this.city.”” Nukhut accord. 
ingly went and took up his quarters in the public sera, called after. Mirza 
Hussun Reza Khan. | | 


(31st July 1812.) Heeranund, the news-writer to the Residency, sent a 
message to Doolhun Begum and the other ladies, that he wished to communts 
cate something to them, and that they should send a confidential person te 
him. They returned for answer, that for fifty years past they had no corres- 
pondence or communication with the English gentlemen, none of whose people 
ever.came to Fyzabad, and that they would not, hear what he had to say. The 
news-writet then came away. |” oer a 

Mirza Serauj-ood-Deen Hyder, onthe part of the ladies, desired all the depen- 
dents to execute a penalty bond, that they would not go to Nukhut the 
eunuch. Doolhun Begum, Janee Begum, and Mukhoo Begum, enjoined their 
female attendants to take notice what persons of the muhl maintained arly 


intercourse with Nukhut. 


» 


_ (Sth August 1812.) It is understood, that Doolhun Begum, and the,ather ladies, 
carry oni a correspondence, through Shujaat Alee Khan, with Shums-ood-Dowlah 


(the Vizier’s son), and also with Shujaat Alee Khan himself (the Vizier's bro- 
— GA ther). 


va ne 
2 Juty 1813. 
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ther). Doolham Begum, Multhee Begum, Janee Begum; and‘Omda, a female: : 
cempanion, are intent. on mischief. | 


(9th August.) Mirza Hoosein Alee Khan has come from Lucknow. He 
sent for Doolhun Begum, Janee Begum, Mukhoo Begum, Nadira Bhaee, 
Cheetul Bhaee, Ishk Bhaee, Movsahib Bhaee, and others, and told them that it 
was the Nawaub Vizier’s pleasure that they should agree to the appointment of 
Fuhseen Alee Khan as Darogha. They answered, that they had refused on a 
former occasion, and how would they agree to it now? And that they would 
set out for Lucknow in whatever manner they could. 


(10th August.) Dhorrum Doss, Ram Deen, and Bhagaw, Bankers, em- 
ployed by the ladies of the Khoord Muhl, told Nukhut that the exeiters of 
all the disturbances were Doolhun Begum, Janee Begum, Mukhoo Begum, 
and Boochoo Khanum, and that these ladies had required them to execute a 
pena'ty bond, that they would not have any intercourse with Nukhut and his. 
people. 


(28th August.) On information being received of the ladies having come out 
of the muhl, her Highness the Bhow Begum ordered peons and telengas to be 
stationed at the Delhi gate, that no one might be allowed to go out. Mirza 
Serauj-ood-Deen Hyder and Mirza Hoosein Alee Khan, and several female 
slaves and attendants, made use of abusive language to the peons, and desired 
them to be gone, or otherwise they would receive a beating. 


(14th and 145th August.) A Hurkarrah and Omrao Sing, the Vizier’s news: 
writer, attended the deorhee of the ladies of the muhl, by their desire. Dool- 
hun Begum, Janee Begum, Mukhoo Begum, and others, held a private 
conference with them, through the medium of Mirza Hoosein Alee Khan, 
and sent Meer Assud Alee along with the news-writer, to assist him in 
writing what had passed. 


(16th August.) Omrao Sing, the Vizier’s news-writer, delivered with his 
own hand a letter from Mirza Shoojaat Alee Khan, at Lucknow, to Doolhun 
Begum and Janee Begum. On his coming out from their deorhee he said to 
Zaffran, a female attendant, ** Convey my congratulations to the ladies.” Mirza 
Serauj-ood-Deen Hyder, and the other grandsons of Shooja-ood-Dowlah and the 
Begums, consulted together, when the Mirza caused all the ladies to affix their 
seal to a paper, expressive of their satisfaction with the Nawaub Vizier, and 
their dissatisfaction at the appointment of Tuhseen Alee Khan to the office 
of: Darogha, and then delivered it, enclosed in a letter. to Shoojaat Alee Khan, 
to the news-writer, who had. been summoned to attend. Mirza Serauj-ood-Deen 
has placed a gun loaded with small shot at his door, saying that the preceding 
night he couid get no sleep for the people of the Bhow Begum keeping watch, 
and that if they came ‘their roynds this evening he would discharge the con- 
tents of the gun at them. ; 


(17th August.) At twelve o’clock Mirza Hoosein Alee, at the desire of 
the Bhow Begum, attended her Highness, who repeatedly ordered him to 
expostulate with the ladies of the muhl and bring them to reason. The Mirza 
replied that they would never agree to the Nazirship of Tuhseen Alee, not 
even if the Nawaub himself were to come .to Fyzabad ; and that if the English 
Resident should attempt to appoint one person in room of another, they would 
not submit to it, but would complain to the Government at Calcutta. — 


(20th August.) Purdeea, gardener to Janee Begum, brought a letter from 
Ashrof-oon-Nissa Begum, at Lucknow, for her mother, Ishk Baee. : 


hance se) A person called Sufdurr Alee brought letters from Lucknow, 
addressed by Nujum-oon-Nissa Begum, to her mother, Beebee Rtthnitt, and 
to Janee Begum. | ae 


(24th August.) Yesterday Imaum Buksh, a servant of: Mirza Ahmed Atlee, 
grandson of Shooja-oo Dowlah, who had carried letters to Lucknow, returned 
with answers from Ashruf-oon-Nisss Begum to Doolhun Béeguat and Ishk 
Baee, her mother. To-day Alee Bukhsh, a:bearer in the service of Lutchmee 


Begum, was despatched with letters to the grand-daughiters of — 
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Dowlah at Lucknow. Nukhut, the eunuch, by the orders of the Bhow Begum, 
went to the Khoord Muhl near the Delhi gate. Doolhun Begum, Janee Begum, 
Hyat Baee, and others, on hearing this, came and repeatedly called to him 
from behind the curtain, giving him abuse, and saying, “ Why don’t you come 
¢ to us, that we may tie your hands and beat you, as you deserve ?” Nukhut 
hung down his head with shame and went out by another way. 


. (26th August.) To-day letters addressed to Shoojaat Alee Khan, Ashiruf- 
oon-Nissa, Nujum-oon-Nissa, Zeenut-oon-Nissa, ahd Hyatee Begum, were 
despatched to i wucknow. Mirza Ahmed Alee, son of Mirza Inayet Alee, soi 
of Shooja-ood-Dowlah, came to Nukhut, and whispered to him that Mirza 
Shoojaat Alee Khan and the ladies at Lucknow wrote to the Begums, not to 
agree to the appointment of Tuhseen Alee Khan as Nazir. ; 


(27th August.) At seven o'clock in the morning two female slaves, with 
flags in their hands, came out of the muhl. Afterwards Mirza Hoosein Alee 
Khan ahd Mirza Serauj-ood-Deen Hyder, with swords and shields, marched out 
to clear the way, and after them came all the Begums raising a cry of Jamen- 
tation. Those two persons asked Nukhut why he offered no opposition to 
them? Nukhut replied: ‘* I have written several arzees to the Nawaub, who 
‘‘ has returned no answer. You are the Sahibzadahs (sons of Shooja-ood-Dow- 
‘* lah), and you can take the ladies of the muhl ifit be your pleasure.” All the 
Jadies and female slaves, beating their breasts, have set out for Lucknow. The 
Darogha of the Mint and the Darogha of Golab Baree, belonging to the 
Vizier, attended them at the tank of Ahmed Alee, and supplied them with 
hired carriages, bearers, &c. 


(28th August.) A carriage and two palkees have been sent by Seedee 
Nazir, in the service of the Bhow Begum; and three carriages, together with 
some bearers, have been supplied by Omrao Sing, the news-writer, for the use 
of Doolhun Begum, at Rotaee. 





Substance of Intelligence from the Quarters of Doolhun Begum and the other 
Ladies of the Muhl. (7th September.) 


Mirza Serauj-ood-Deen Hyder and Hoosein Alee Khan, who had set out early 
on the morning to wait on the Nawaub, returned at nine o’clock. Mirza Syt 


Alee and Mirza Inayet Alee, grandsons of Shooja-ood-Dowlah, came to the 


ladies and held a conversation with them, after which they returned home. It 
appears that the sum of one thousand rupees has been S sles furnished to 
the Begums, at their request, by Shums-ood- Dowlah, the Nawaub’s son, for their 
expenses. A servant of Behrooze Alee Khan, eunuch, who was formerly Daro- 
gha of the Khoord Mull, came to the deorhee, and sent. his compliments to 
the ladies by the female attendants, and after inquiring after their health wetit 
away. At twelve o'clock Musseetie Begum and Mirza Shoojaat Alee Khan went 
into the deorhee, and held a consultation with the Begums. It has been learnt 
from many of the female attendants, that all the Begums, with the exception 
of Doolhun Begum and three others, complained to Shoojaat Alee that it was 
entirely owing to him that they had come away and been disgraced ; that not 
even a single ornament was left with one of them, which they might sell for 
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their support; and that there appeared to be no prospect of any adjustment of 


their affairs by his Excellency the Vizier. The Mirza gave them many assurances 
to pacify them. Many of the Begums also expressed a desire that they should 
each separately receive their stipends from the Vizier. Hoosein Alee Khan 


sent for Mukhoo, the Hircarrah of Tubseen Alee Khan, and asked him by whoge | 


orderg he attended the deorhee to collect intelligence. The Hircarrah stated, 
that it was his duty to.attend on the part of his master, to keep him informed 


of the health of the Begums: upon which the Mirza took ape by the hand * 
the 


and carrying him to the Zenanah, informed Doolhun Begum o circum- 
stance. Doolhun Begum, Janee Begum, and the rest of the Begums, came 
behiad:the outer gate, and called out in a loud voice, that the Hircarrah should 
be‘well beaten with a bamboo. and his nose be cut off, and that Tuhseen was the 
cause: Of all their disgrace, for which they hoped he would be punished nora . 

: € 
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The sepoys then turned the Hircarrah out, and warned him not to show his face 
there again, as he wished to escape a drubbing. The Hircarrah then left: the 
place and went to Tuhseen. During the whole of the day a communication 
was maintained, by means of the female attendants, between the daughters of 
Shooja-ood-Dowlah at Lucknow and the Begums. At seven o'clock in the 
evening Mirza Shoojaat Alee Khan and Musseetie Begum took leave of the 
Beguins and returned to their own houses. Many of the ladies of the muhl 
are tired of remaining at Lucknow, and cry out aloud that they have been 
misled by Janee Begum and the sahibzadahs (Serauj-ood-Deen Hyder and Hoo- 
sein Alee Khan), who caused them to take an oath on the Coran, and that they 
have been ruined by them ; that nothing has yet been done for them; that they 
are in want of the means of daily subsistence ; and that they are looking for 
the time to return to Fyzabad and receive their stipends. 


About nine o’clock at night Hoosein Alee Khan set out to hold a conference 
with the Nawaub Shums-ood-Dowlah, and returned in the course of two. hours, 


To day (8th September) Mirza Abbas, Mirza Ameen Alee, and some others 
of Shoojaa-ood-Dowlah’s grandsons, set out to wait on the Vizier; but meeting 
him by the way, they paid their compliments, without having an opportunity of 
presenting their nuzzers. Several of the female attendants yesterday took away 
some of the articles belonging tothe Imaumbarrah aud the mosque. The Vizier, 
on being informed of this, sent one hundred and fifty bearers and porters to carry 
away all the things in the Imaumbarrah, and to place them in safety at Baolee. 
Noor Mohummud, a Hircarrah in the service of the Bhow Begum, who had 
gone to the deorhee of the Begums in company with the Residency Hircarrah, 
was stopped by Meer Imaum Alee and Mirza Motie, who turned them both 
away, saying, “ Why do you come here after having executed a penalty bond 
“ not tocomer” They threatened to beat them if they presumed to return, 
and said that they would never permit the Bhow Begum’s Hircarrah to enter the . 
deorhee. However much the Hircarrah of the Resident expostulated with them, °° 
telling them that the Bhow Begum’s Hircarrah accompanied him by the Resi- 
dent’s order, and that it was improper to stop them, they replied, that they 
had received orders from the ladies of the mubl and Hoosein Alee Khan not to 
admit the Bhow Begum’s Hircarrah. The Hircarrah accordingly came away. 





Intelligence from the Deorhee of the Begums at the Imaumbarrah of the late 
Nawaub, Assuf-cod-Dowlah, 8th September. 


The Darogha of Mirza Ghazce-ood-Decn Hyder (son of the Vizier) having 
stationed peons on the road between the Imaumbarrah and Baolie, has conveyed 
away all the gold and silver articles from the former to the latter place. At 
three o'clock Mirza Syf Alee Khan, Inayet Alee Khan, and the wife of Mirza 
Adjoo, came and paid a visit to the ladies of the muhl. The female attendant of 
Musseetie Begum mentioned that her mistress, on seeing that the female attend- 
ants had carried away many of the articles belonging to the [maumbarrah without 
the Nawaub’s leave, said to the Begums, that such proceedings would be 
injurious to their interests, and that the Vizier would be much displeased. The 
ladies of the muhl, on hearing this, were offended with Musseetie Begum, and 
asked ler if she meant to accuse them of theft? On this account Musseetie 
Begum and Mirza Shoojaat Alee Khan have not come to visit them to day. 
The peon of Beebee Fyzee told the Hircarrah of the Residency, that his mistress 
was averse to coming et Fyzabad to Lucknow, but that Doolhun Begum and 
the sons of Shooja-ood-Dowlah had brought her away by force ; that she was 
much embarrassed on account of her daily expenses, and that she complained 
that there was no one in Lucknow to afford her pecuniary assistance. He added, 
that his mistress had sold her bracelets and other ornaments to support herself ; 
that she would share the fortunes of the other ladies for one week more, but if 
in that time nothing was done for them, she would leave them and return to 
Fyzabad. Many of the bankers who accompanied the Begums from Fyzabad 
and have established themselves at their deorhee, say that as the sons of Shooja- 
ood-Dowlah and Doolhun Begum and Janee Begum, who purchase cloths and 


other articles, it must be supposed from that circumstance that they ere isibenoeed 
. assistec 
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assisted from’ some. quarter with money, for otherwise, without borrowing money | 


for them, the ladies themselves have not funds to make such purchases. 


A true translation: 


(Signed) GerorcE Swinton, 
Deputy Persian Secretary to Government. 


Gace mere 


To J. Monckton, Esq., Persian Secretary to Government. 
Sir: 

I have the honour of transmitting to you a letter from her Highness the Begum, 
Shums-oon-Nissa, to the address of the Right Honourable the Governor-Gene- 
ral, which has this day been received from Pertaubgunge, the place of her 
Highness’s encampment in her jagier. 

Ihave, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. BaAtiure. 
12th September 1812. Resident. 


enaiamnccmma ee 


From Her Highness Shums-oon-Nissa Begum. (Received the 21st Sep- 
) tember 1812.) 


A long time has elapsed since a kind letter from your Lordship has soothed 
my troubled heart and brought comfort to my afflicted spirit: grant, great God, 
that the cause of this intermission of our correspondence be nothing but the 
entire occupation of your Lordship’s time and attention with public affairs. 
The communications of Major Baillie, as well as my former letters, must have 
already afforded your Lordship full information of the wretched situation of my 
affairs. Under this supposition, however aggravating it must be to your Lord- 
ship’s feelings to revert to so painful a subject, yet as my sufferings have now 
reached the utmost verge vf endurance, and death is more dg¢sirable than life, I 
am compelled once mure to state the circumstances of my case. 


My kind friend, it will not be unknown to you that the much-injured female 
who now addresses you is the daughter of the Nawaub Intizim-ood-Dowlah 
Bukhshee-ool-Moomalik Khan Khiainin, son of the Nawaub Vizier-ool-Moo- 
malik Asoph Jah Eatemad-ood-Dowlah [ntizim-ool-Moolk Meer Kummer- 
ood-Deen Khan Cheen Behauder Nusrut Jung, son of the Vizier-ool-Moomalik 
Nawaub Mecr Mohummud Aumur Khan Cheen Behauder. . The high respect 
which the late Nawauh Shooja-ood-Dowlah manifested towards her illustrious 
Highness, the Nawaub Begum Sahiba, my grandmother, a world of people are 
yet alive to bear testimony to, on their personal knowledge, and there still survive 
some of the nobles and courtiers of that period who witnessed the joy and 
exultation of Shooja-ood-Dowlah at the honour he considered his family to have 
acquired by an alliance with our illustrious house, to which, after the most 
earnest solicitation and entreaty, he obtained the consent of his departed majesty, 
Shah Allum. Notwithstanding the change of fortune, and the confusion into 
which the affairs of the empire were thrown by the rebellion of some disloyal 
and ungrateful subjects, no indignity, nor disrespect, was cver experienced at the 
hands of any individual by the nembers of our illustrious house. The Nawaub 
Shooja-ood-Dowlah entertaining a just consideration for my rank, regarded me 
as one who had ennobled his family, and sought with such devotion to promote 
my satisfaction, and manifested such kindness and favour towards me in sO many 
ways that the particulars could not be contained in volumes. Whenever the 
recollection of the past comes into my mind, the comparison of it with the 
present embitters existence. On the succession of Shooja-ood-Dowlah’s son, 
Asuf-ood-Dowluh, to the musnud, my rank and dignity continued daily to be 
respected more and more, and with the union of our destinies so intimately were 
our affections united, that I looked upon him as my very self, and myself as his 
very self. Ina state of such perfect identity of person, the sense of mutual 
obligation, no more than the cause of complaint on either side, could be con- 
ceived to exist. There was no department of the State, the officers of which 
ever objected to obey my will, and every one executed my commands with all 
his heart.and soul not a single inhabitant of the city had power to act 

6B perversely 
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perversely towards any of my household. After the demise.of Nawaub Asuf-ood:.: 
Dowlah, when the signs of unworthiness appeared on the forehead :of Vizier Aled:. 
Khan, I expressed my hope to the late Governor-General, Sir John Shore, that 

due attention would be paid’ to my rank and situation. On that occasion I 

received from him assurances of the most gratifying and satisfactory nature, and 

I have in my possession a letter from him to the same effect, written to me at the 

time when Vizier Alee Khan was removed from the musnud, and his Excellency 

Saadut Alee Khan was elevated in his room. Notwithstanding my high rank and’ 
station, and my right to be treated with the utmost reverence and respect by 

his Excellency my brother, I have experienced from him such tyranny. and 

oppression as could not be detailed in writing in fifteen years. My: hereditary 

possessions in Delhi, consisting of villages and. houses: purchased by. my ances- 

tors, were on my grandmother's decease given in charge. by me to the Jate: 
Nawaub Asuf-ood-Dowlah. On the expiration of the term of mourning for: 
the late Nawaub, and the settlement of the question respecting Vizier Alee 

Khan, I requested his Excellency the Nawaub Saadut Alee Khan to give the 

sunnuds of release and possession for the property in question to. my agents 

at Delhi. To this request his Excellency at first returned no answer: being 

at length pressed by frequent letters and verbal messages, he amused me 
with promises from day to day. A letter containing his promise is forthcoming. 

Fourteen years and some months have since passed away, and his Excellency 

stil} usurps possession. I trust that your Lordship, who is endowed with the 

power of just discrimination, will pause for a moment to view with attention 

this act of tyranny. 


Other mean acts of tyranny and oppression, which I consider it a disgrace 
even to mention, his Excellency does not blush to sanction : such, for example, 
as discontinuing the pay of the palkee-bearers of my establishment, the 
allowance for candles and oil, the allowance for the hospital and for pawn, the 
pay of the peons, chobdars, and abdaur, the allowance for feeding the horses of 
the eunuchs, and other charges, all of which were established of old, and were 
current even during a considerable time after his Excellency’s elevation to the 
musnud. How can I enter into a detail of such transactions, which cannot: but 
give extreme pain and dissatisfaction to a liberal mind, and a heart whiclr 
reveres justice, such as your Lordship’s? Moreover, I abstain from enlarging 
on a subject so fatiguing and painful to your Lordship, as I am afraid of intrud- 
ing on the little leisure which the multiplicity of important public affairs may: 
allow you toenjoy. What I have now stated I have been unavoidably com- 
pelled to state, for the tyrannical: acts of his Excellency my brother, which 
have not even left a place in my body for my soul to reside in, will not suffer 
me to remain silent. Another more singular occurrence than the preceding is as 
follows: My brother was desirous from the very first to discontinue the supplies for 
my table. Accordingly, in the time of Colonel Scott they were stopped for a month: 
and some days. As the Almighty has been pleased to distinguish the virtuous 
nation of the English above all other nations, by their love of justice and by the 
regard which they pay to the rank and situation of every individual, they: never 
on any occasion depart from the strict line of justice, nor suffer one to. oppress 
another, as well from a respect for the principles of government as froma desire 
to do what is pleasing in the sight of God. Colonel Scott reported the cireum- 
stance to the Governor-General, Marquess Wellesley, and with the sanction of 
his Lordship, with much severity and anger caused iny table to be supplied as 
before, and a compensation in money, at the average of the usual expense, to 
be paid to me for the time during which the supplies. had been withheld. 
Although satisfied that the exercise of acts of injustice and oppression would: 
never be permitted by the English gentlemen, in whose court of justice the 
renowned monarch Nooshirwaun would be proud to hold the office of doorkeeper,: 
still his: Excellency perservering in his tyrannical career, caused: such victuals to’ 
be furnished for my table as my servants turned away from wéth loathing and 
disgust. Being without remedy, I defrayed my. table expenses. out of the’ 
receipts of the small jagier which the late Nawaub had settled ‘upon me, through’ 
the agency of Mr. Middleton, for the supply of tobacco, cawn, and missee, for 
the use of my household, and I caused the victuals to be cooked within the 


muhl, I cannot but lament the stupidity of his Excellency. in this affair, — 
c 





OUDE PAPERS. 468 


he did not for 2 moment reflect that, in a case so clear and evident as this, if the Bengal Politival 
Britisly Government was prevented. by any obstacle from augmenting the sources ratory rae 
of provision for one whom it considered to be entitled to superior attention and. ii me 
respect, it would never, at least, suffer such a person’s established privileges.to.be Letter 
diminished or infringed ; and that in elevating his Excellency to the musnitd, the: ‘tom the Begum, 
real object-and ultimate intent of the English gentlemen were, that he. should 

administér the affairs of the country with justice, and promote the happiness: of 

his aubjects; not that they had commissioned him to seize with the hand of 

rapacity the property of the inhabitants and to oppress.and tyrannize over the. 

people, or that, in violation of the established forms of respect to. be observed 

towards -families of high arid illustrious descent, he had been authorized to dis- 

grace and degrade those who were entitled to be treated with distinction .and 

honour. Merciful God, what words are these which have dropped from my 

pen! The just and‘ virtuous consider the exercise of injustice under their 

sanction to be worse than the commission of it by themselves, and look upon it . 

as more criminal to authorize another to practice cruelty and oppression, .than 

to be guilty of those acts in their own person. All that has befallen me is solely: 

to be ascribed to the tyrannical disposition and folly of my brother, which all the 

salutary counsel and zealous exertions of the English gentlemen cannot mend. 

If, notwithstanding their strenuous exertions in my behalf, his Excellency has. - 

thus persevered in his career of tyranny, what would have become of me had they, 

contrary to their usual and praiseworthy conduct, been indifferent tomy fate, 

and instead of protecting and watching over my interests and welfare, had shut 

their eyes to my brother's proceedings. 


Another and more singular instance ot his Excellency’s tyrannical disposition 
is as follows :—As he cannot actually deprive me of my jagier, he is desirous, 
from an innate spirit of malevolence, to render it a barren and unproductive 
waste. Actuated by these motives, when the refractory Zemindars of my jagier, 

‘yeu find a secure place of retreat within the Khalsa lands of his Excellency, 

ee the crops and carry off the property of the Ryots, his Excellency adopts 

“NO measures for the. prevention or punishment of such proceedings; nay, on 
seeing that these acts atford his Excellency satisfaction, the Zemindars of the 
Khalsa are accustomed to excite disturbances in my jagier, and seizing my 
ryots, they carry them away, and do not set them at liberty until they have 
extorted money from them. Ona former occasion, while your Lordship was 
at Madras, I stated the particulars of this affair to his. Excellency the Vice- 
President. It is now some months since Sheikh Mussood, a Zemindar under 
the protection of the Aumil of Nawaubgunge, belonging to his Excellency, 
forcibly cut and carried off the crops of a mouzah in my jagier. Notwithstand- 
ing my kind friend the Resident repeatedly exerted his influence with his 
Excellency to obtain redress of this grievance, no success attended his represen- 
tations. In another case, Goolaub Sing, a Zemindar of the Khalsa, slew 
Sudder Sing, the. shuhna of one of the mouzahs of my jagier; and the 
same person has several times plundered my ryots of their property. Every 
exertion on the part of the Resident to procure the punishment of Govlaub 
Sing proved ineffectual. As the punishment of the guilty deters others from 
the commission of. similar.offences, and.as connivance at their crimes gives con- 
fidence and encouragement to the evil-minded, the disturbances of the disaf- 
fected in my. jagier, who have a safe place of retreat within. his Excellency’s 
khalsa lands, and of the robbers and marauders residing in the khalsa con- 
trguous to my. jagier, have risen to. sucha pitch, that the. small pittance of 
revenue whichil now enjoy will shortly be entirely stopped. There is not a. 
sincle Aumil, officer, or servant of his Excellency, from whom I have not 
experieneed. indignity or oppression. To detail the instances of disrespect, on . 
the part of the officers of his Excellency's court of oppression, which he has 
dignified by.the title of court of justice, would require a volume. Despairing, . 
therefore, .of: accomplishing so arduous a task, I give a new direction: to the 
current. of my. discourse. The circumstances, indeed, of the transactions to 
which I have alluded, must have been communicated to your Lordship by the. 
Resident; Major Baillie, whose consideration for my rank, and whose kind exer- 
tions in my behalf,.exceed the powers of description, 

Another similar instance of his Excellency’s enmity, which I communicated 
to the Vice-President in your Lordship’s absence, I now consider it necessary to 

state 
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state to your Lordship. At a former period, when I was labouring under a 
severe depression af spirits occasioned by the decease of the late Nawaub, and 
when I was also attacked. with a violent fit of asthma, 1 requested his Excel- 
lency, as my owa muhl was in a confined situation, to permit me to reside at 
Mutchee Bhowun, The résplt of my application was, that after his Excellency 
had repeatedly broken. his promise, he at last wrote to me, in answer to a letter 
from.me complaining of his conduct, that he had only bj mombaetag agree to my 
rcquést to humour me, aad that, consistently with good manners, he could not 
give mea plain refusal. Since that time I have never made another request of 

im. My health having suffered extremely in the course of the last fifteen 
years, ‘from’ the repeated indignities which I experienced at his Excellency’s 
hands, and which preyed upon my mind, I requested the Resident last year to 


‘obtain permission for my visiting the gardens of Kaukerabaud for a change of 


scene,. and in the hope of finding ‘relief from my asthmatic complaint. His 
Excellency not thinking it proper to refuse the Resident’s request, secretly 
issued orders to the people in charge of the gardens to fill all the apartments of 
the house with the sweepings and rubbish of the grounds. On my arrival 
there, unsuspicious of such meanness and malice on the part of his Excellency, 


‘ X found the house full of dust, rubbish, and stripped of furniture and floor- 


tloths. Vexed and incensed more than ever at this mark of disrespect, I 
returned to my own house on the third day. Being without remedy, I at last 
bethought me that if I couid build a small house on the banks of the river, 
within the precincts of the bazar attached to my own deorhee, the sight of 
the running stream might occasionally diyert my melancholy, without being 
under an obligation to any one. Accordingly I purchased from some of the 
inhabitants of my bazar, for more than the value of their mud and straw huts, 
a piece of ground for the erection of a house. My brother, from motives of 
enmity, and with a view to Jessen ‘my dignity, instigated one of the inhabitants 
to bring forward a plea of a proprietary right in the ground, as having been 
held by his ancestors, and by a decree of the demons of his court of Adawlat’ — 
(by which I mean the law officers, who are the instigators of mischief) he cause." 
a stop to be put to the prosecution of the work. Although the Resident, m. 
kind and compassionate friend, used every means in his power to prevent the 
work being stopped, he failed of success. In consequence of this indignity, the 
not being permitted to build a house on the ground attached to my own deorhee, 
where the vilest of the people construct their huts, and for which I had paid the 
money, I was desirous of leaving the city the same day; but my kind friend 
abovementioned, whose affection and regard cannot be equalled by that of a 
son or a brother, soothed my mind by his consoling expressions, and succeeded 
in allaying the flames of my just indignation. 


But the most disgraceful of my brother’s acts is as follows. A person called 
Benee Pershaud, a low writer, whose salutation a sweeper of my house would 
have been ashamed to return, being puffed up with pride on becoming a farmer 
of customs, with the concurrence and authority of my brother seized all the 

eople of the town and the suburbs who were in the habit of supplying my 
cone and caused them to enter into a penalty bond not to bring their articles 
for sale in my bazar; although I sent to the Resident a petition from those 
persons, with the terms on which they were willing to purchase permission to 
trade in my bazar ; and although Major Baillie spared no pains to promote their 
suit with his Excellency, his exertions failed of success. ‘The farmer of customs 
relaxed not from his unjust and oppressive course of proceeding, nor did his ix. 
cellency dismiss from his thoughts the desire: of heaping indignities upon me. 
The weight of these injuries and insults has.pressed so hard upon me, and has 
so broken my health and spirits, that I cannot live in this climate, and notwith- 
standing the skill and attention of my two physicians my complaints suffer no 
abatement. When I reflect, also, on the pain which the knowledge of' the 
indignities and injuries to which the cruel tyranny.of his Excellency has exposed 
me during a course of fifteen years must have occasioned to the English gen- 
tlemen, I suffer more from vexation‘on this secount tian even from the sense 
of my own sufferings. The tyrannical conduct of his Excellency has haan 
over reached such a pitch, that human nature is unable longer to endure it, an 


it has become impossible to live under’ such circumstances of dishonour and 
: ae ? _ disgrace 
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disgrace in this land of trouble. The climate, also, is unfavourable to my consti- 
tution. Accordingly, I could not restrain myself from writing to Major Baillie, 
that it was my intention to depart from this land of trouble, and to take up my 
residence in the Honourable Company’s dominions, Major Baillie made use 
of every argument to dissuade me from the execution of my purpose, pointing 
out to me the difficulties which would attend my travelling in the unprepared 
state in which I was, and striving to comfort and console me; but as my soul 
was ready to quit my body, and death itself was preferable to living in back. 
now, ] would not consent to stay, and removed to my jagier at Pertaubgunge, 
with the intention of prosecuting my journey to Calcutta. The conduct of his 
Excellency on this occasion will afford to your Lordship’s discerning mind the 
best test of his intentions ; for, until my tents were actually sent on in advance, 
he never wrote asingle line to me. After they had been sent on, he addressed 
aletter to me through the Resident, containing some preliminary observations, 
which excited my utmost indignation. An infant at the breast might be 
capable of discerning that his Excellency’s letter was written entirely at the 
solicitation of the Resident, and with a view to exculpate himself. Your Lord- 
ship has doubtless perused a copy of his Excellency’s letter, and the spirit of 
its contents cannot fail to have been rightly understood by your discerning 
mind. His Excellency’s assertion, that he is ignorant of the cause of my dis- 
tress, is sprinkling salt upon my wound ; and his professing that my departure 
has occasioned him nothing but grief and sorrow, when he reflects on the dis- 
tress te which it will expose me, and the scandal which it may create among 
those who are ignorant of the true state of circumstances, has torn afresh my 
bleeding heart. I cannot but admire the extent of my brother’s sagacity. With 
regard to the sincerity of his promise of service, I need only observe, that when 
he resided at Benares he adilressed letters to me after the decease of the late 
Nawaub, assuring me of his desire to serve me. In the course of the fifteen 
years which have elapsed since that time, what services has he left undone to 
make me weary of life, that he should still desire to render me more? Although 
I was not to be deceived by the contents of his letter, I was willing, at the 
request of Major Baillie, communicated to me through a confidential messen- 
ger, to postpone my departure for two days further. Accordingly, I did not 
set out until Tuesday morning, at which time it having been reported to me 
that his Excellency had made an observation in company, that I was waiting 
for him to make an apology to me, for that otherwise what prevented me from 
commencing my journey, I could no longer restrain my indignation, but set out 
immediately, notwithstanding the burning heat of the sun. 


My kind Lord: in the sincerity of my heart I assure you, that my object in 
relating these transactions is not to prepare the way for any application on my 
part for an augmentation of my jagier or of the established sources of my sub- 
sistence, neither is it to seek for reconciliation, or for redress of my injuries ; 
but my sole object is merely this, that as the Almighty has pre-eminently 
endowed the English with the virtues of justice, magnanimity, and a love of 
truth, your Lordship, who is the fountain of equity and justice, full of kind- 
ness and affection, justly discriminating the truth and appreciating the rank 
and worth of every one, will, according to the dictates of your just disposition, 
be pleased to direct your attention to my oppressed condition and my injured 
rights, and not withhold from me the observance of that degree of respect and 
consideration which was established for me by the late Vizier, and to which the 
rank of my ancestors entitles me, and that you will afford me such a proof of your 
regard as may enable me in future to pass my life in tranquillity and comfort, 
which but for the kind and BY inpecar ny attention of Major Baillie, would 
have come to an untimely end. y wish is, that my days may not be wasted 
in this land of trouble in the. sinful neglect of the ordinances of my religion 
(alluding to the performance of a pilgrimage). Your Lordship’s kindness in 
this respect will both'be pleasing in the sight of God, and will exalt and per- 
petuate your reputation in all times and in all regions of the earth. 


‘A true translation : 


(Signed) Georcs Swinton, 
Deputy Persian Secretary to Government. 
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To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 
Sir: 

1. In continuation of the subject of my despatch to your address under date 
the 9th instant, having reference to the tenor and contents of the Vizier’s 
letter of that date to the Right Honourable the Governor-General, I deem it 
to be my duty to transmit to you, for his Lordship in Council’s notice, the en- 
closed copy and translation of two letters on that subject, which have more 
recently passed between his Excellency and me. 


2, The Vizier’s rejection of my proposal, with the view of putting an imme- 
diate stop to the disorderly conduct of a few of the ladies of the khoord muhl, 
affords an additional though unnecessary proof of what is apparent to ever 
respectable inhabitant of Lucknow, that bis Excellency has been the sole insti- 
gator of the resistance of those ladies to the authority of the Nazir from the 
beginning, and that, with the exception of four or five of the ladies who are par- 
ticularly encouraged in their opposition by advances of money, under his Excel- 
lency’s orders, for their support, every individual of the muhl now confined in 
the Imambarrah is sincerely and anxiously disposed to return in peace to 
Fyzabad, and prevented from executing this design alone by the restraints 
which are imposed on them. 


8. The nature and object of his Excellency’s allusion in his letter to the pain 
with which he would view the further disorderly conduct of women, whose 
conduct has ever been disreputable, and whose present proceedings are insti- 
gated and directed solely by himself, must be sufficiently apparent to you to 
supersede comment on my part. Ifhis Excellency’s honour or reputation, or 
the memory of the Nawaub Shooja-ood-Dowlah could be affected in any degree 
by the disorderly conduct of women, who have neither honour nor reputation 
to lose, and whose rank in his father’s household was never higher than that of 
slaves, the injury now complained of has been sustained in a similar degree on a 
number of former occasions, and its reparation by an act of obvious justice and 
expediency is at present exclusively in his Excellency’s hands, 


I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) -— J. Batuute, 
12th September 1812. Resident. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the Ist Ramzaun 1227, 9th Sep- 
tember 1812. )* 





From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 2d Ramzaun 1227, 10th 
September 1812.) 


I have perused your letter of the 1st instant, in reply to mine of the Sulukh (last 
day) of Shabaun, acquainting me of fava intention to transmit to the Right Ho- 
nourable the Governor-General the letter which I sent you to his Lordship’s ad- 
dress. It is well. Send, as you propose, my Jetter to his Lordship, and also a 


copy of this my shookha to you. 


- With respect to your observation, that the statement under the seals of 
Mirza Hoosein Alee Khan Behaudur, &c: (recapitulate). The fact is this: It 
is true that the statement of my brothers has been prepared since their arrival 
at Lucknow, and submitted to me here, and that the letter of the ladies of the 
muhl, and the agreement entered into between them, formerly received from. 
Fyzabad, have been copied here. Copies of what they had written, without 
the smallest alteration, are enclosed in my letter to his Lordship, and some of 
their letters on being received from Fyzabad were originally sent for your 
perusal ; but as you did not seem to give much credit to the contents of those 


letters, I discontinued transmitting-them to you. : : You 


* This letter has already been given. on’ prige 456. 
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You remark, that before receiving my letter you had drafted some friendly 
suggestions with regard to the khoord muhl, &c. (recapitulate). The state of 
the matter is this: I have certainly performed all that I promised to you on 
this head. If you had mentioned more particularly the deviations from my 

romises, and that they were known to me, I should havé written a reply to 
this remark, 


You have stated, that from motives of sincere friendship (recapitulate). 
You are, indeed, my undoubted friend and well-wisher, the strength of my 
arm, and personally dear to me, and I hope that you will ever continue to be 
so. It would grieve and afflict me if the contrary, which God prevent, should 
ever appear. 


With reference to your proposal of the separation of Doolhun Begum, &c. 
(recapitulate). The truth is: That the agreement entered into among them- 
selves by the ladies of the mubl, a copy of which is enclosed in my letter to 
the Governor-General, must convince you that the separation of the ladies you 
mention from the rest would prove the source of additional clamour and 
disturbance. It was always my wish that none of the ladies should quit the 
muhl nor commit disturbance : but bad management has Jed to the present 
disgraceful proceedings. As the ladies of the muhl and my brothers above- 
named are all leagued together in their measures, it is impossible to separate 
them: on the contrary, I am convinced that if orders should be issued for the 
separation of those four ladies, and for prohibiting the. visits of my brothers, 
whose mothers are among the number, they would all immediately quit the 
restraint of the muhl; and I cannot, therefore, as far as I have power, or 
as the matter may rest with me, consent to a measure which would have the 
effect of driving those ladies into the streets and bazars, for it would be more 
painful to me than death to witness such a scene as that described. The ladies 
of the muhl being no longer regardful of any thing, I have, of necessity, 
written on this subject to you. Consider with justice and impartiality how 
nearly I am related ta these ladies, and you will own that, under this circum- 
stance, I must view with pain their degradation and dishonour, by their appear- 
ing abroad in the streets. 


You have stated, that with a reference to one remark in my letter to the 
Governor-General respecting the younger Begum, &c. (recapitulate). The truth 
is this: At the time when you agreed to wait on her Highness, for the purpose 
of effecting a reconciliation, and asked me whether 1 would agree to all your 
proposals, and I answered “ yes,” you did not certainly then go for the purpose 
in question, but, on the contrary, you informed me that her Highness did not 
seem pleased with your intention of waiting on her for the purpose of effecting 
a reconciliation. Hence it follows, that your going to her with that view is 
one thing, and your waiting on her more recently, in consequence of your 
hearing of her intention to leave the city, is another. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) J. BarLuie, 
Resident. 





To N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 
Sir: 
1. I have the honour of transmitting to you, for the notice of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council, an English copy of the me 
morial which I submitted'to his Excellency the Vizier on the subject of his 
Excellency’s letter to the Right Honourable the Governor-General, and.a 
Persian copy of which, with a copy of his Excellency’s letter now under 


revisal, was conveyed to the Persian Secretary in my despatch of the. 5th 
instant. | | 


2. I have repeatedly called on the Vizier for a communication of the result 
of his thoughts on the subject of the accompanying document, but his Excel- 
lency 
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lency seems disposed at least, if not determined, to evade a satisfactory 
communication on any of the remaining points which are treated. in. the 
Governor-General’s letter, till he receive a-reply to his own letter on the ques- 
tions of the superintendence of the khoord muhl, and of her Highness the 

younger Begum’s departure from Lucknow. | | 


8. His Excellency’s recent proceedings, and more particularly the proceed- 
ings of his Aumil of Baraitch towards her Highness the Bhow Begum, and with 
a reference to certain portions of her jagier and jaidad, have been oppressive 
and violent in the extreme, and have induced her Highness to address a letter 
on this subject tothe Right Honourable the Governor-General, which I have 
received, and shall hereafter transmit to the Secretary in the Persian Depart- 
ment. A translation of a letter from her Highness to my own address, and a copy 
and translation of a letter which I have addressed in her behalf to the Vizier, 
are conveyed by this despatch for information. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed). J. Barut, 
18th September 1812. Resident. 





Memorial transmitted to His Excellency the Vizier. (20th Shabaun 1297, 
29th August 1812.) 


I have perused with great attention the letter which your Excellency has sent 
to me, to the address of the Right Honourable the Governor-General. It was 
not only my anxious wish, but also my well-grounded hope, after the communica- 
tion which I made to your Excellency at our conference on the 16th of Shabaun 
(25th instant), that ‘your letter to his Lordship should contain nothing whatever 
having reference to any question that is treated in it, to the truth of which I 
should not be enabled with cheerfulness to subscribe, and to support by my con- 
currence with your Excellency every statement to be contained in your letter. 
Disappointed entirely in this hope, and in the natural expectation which I had 
formed, although nothing was omitted at our conference which seemed worthy 
of being stated to your Excellency with a view to the speedy and satisfactory 
adjustment of all the points of His Lordship’s letter ; yet, under the idea that my 
remarks on that occasion may have escaped your Excellency’s memory, and 
with a view to remove all further responsibility from myself, by leaving no argu- 
ment unessayed to afford conviction to your Excellency’s mind, I shall recall to 
your recollection the observations which I made at our last interview; and in 
the course of my recapitulation of those remarks, I shall reply to such fresh 
matter as your Excellency has introduced into this letter. And Ist, with a re- 
ference to your Excellency’s proposal of the nomination of one of your sons to be 
accompanied by a detachment of British troops for the purpose of settling your 
country, this measure was agitated, if I mistake not, long before | had the honour 
of residing at your Court, and’ was departed from or suspended by your Excel- 
lency, after mature deliberation, on various grounds of expediency, which ure 
obvious, and which it is unnecessary now to describe. But your Excellency 
must be perfectly aware, that the proposal abovementioned was not accompanied 
by any plan or scheme of a settlement or system of assessment of your revenues, 
to be executed by your son or any other person, which the British Government 
might have been called upon to approve or disapprove; and, on the nga 
that the first suggestion of a regular plan for the just assessment and future reali- 
zation of the revenue was submitted to your Cxcellenes originally by me and 
afterwards enlarged on and explained to you by the Right Honourable ‘the 
Governor-General, in his Lordship’s letter to your Excellency’s address, under 
date the 28th of December 1810, It follows, therefore, that the approbation 
or disapprobation by the British Government of a system or settlement suggested 
by your Excellency.was totally impossible, since'no such suggestion had ever 
been made: but everi now I am free to declare; that, according to my judgment, 
there is none of your Excellericy’s sons possessing that degree of. knowledge and 
experience in revenue affairs, which could recommend him ‘for such an employ- 
ment ; and further, that in my opinion neither the aid of the British troops, eee 
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ofany other military force, can be required for the settlenient of the revenues of 
a country, if the objects of the settlement be justice, moderation, and a due re- 
gard to the rights ot the subject, without the wish or intention of making exces- 
sive demands, and of enforcing them by violence and oppression, - 


_ Secondly, in regard to the objections which are stated by yor Excel- 
lency in your letter to the Right Honourable the Governor-General against 
the system which his Lordship recommended, although those objections have 
been already repeatedly answered and removed, | will again, in a sum- 
mary manner, submit the answers to your Excellency. The jummabundy, or 
settlement of your Excellency’s dominions, in the manner which hig Lordship 
has proposed, by a fair standard of assessment for a fixed period of years, can, 
with the utmost facility, be accomplished without any immediate recourse to the 
expedient of universal measurement of the lands, and the fullowing is a proof of 
this assertion. The jummabundy of all the ceded and conquered provinces of 
the Honourable Company’s territory has been effected im the manner proposed, 
and settlements, first for three years, then for four, and ultimately for ten years, 
intended to be perpetual, have been made, and not a fourth part, nora tenth, nor 
even a twentieth part of the lands, has to this day been subjected to measurement. 
The necessity for actual measurement is obviously limited to cases where the 
quality and produce of the lands cannot by other means be ascertained, to that 
degree of accuracy on which a fair and moderate assessment can proceed ; where 
disputes between the revenue officers and landholders arise, which can in no 
other way be adjusted, as when the demands of the one are exorbitant, and the 
others are obstinate in withholding what may be considered as a reasonable 
jumma ; and this state of things may occur in one or two villages of a district, but 
not surely in every village of every district in your Excellency’s dominions, so as to 
suspend thesettlement of the whole, till the whole shall have been actually measured. 
In addition to which I submit, that such a rigid assessment as this, which your 
Excellency would propose in the first instance by actual measurement of the 
Jands, is what no just or wise government would suggest on the introduction of 
a new system to its subjects: On the contrary, a moderate assessment should in 
the first instance be made and established for a term of years, in order to give 
confidence to the people, to encourage the cultivation and improvement of ‘the 
soil, to provide for the future increase of assets, and to give time for the more 
accurate and gradual ascertainment of the real value of the lands, without creat- 
ing diffidence or alarm in the minds of the landholders or cultivators. 


With a reference to the appointment of Ameens, your Excellency’s objec- 
‘tion seems to me to be exactly similar to that which is above described. ‘The 
object of the appointment of Ameens is to conciliate the minds of the 
people, who have long suffered trom eppression, not surely to give ground for 
alarm which might create disaffection or commotion ; and if disturbance or re- 
bellion in such a case could be reasonably feared, the British troops would be 
ready to suppress it, and to support the just authority of the Ameens. In short, 
what I stated to your Excellency at our last interview, with a reference to this 
‘point and to every other question of a similar nature, seems to me to be con- 
clusive on the subject, namely, that for the successful progress of the measures 
of reform, and of every just measure which can farm an object of mutual in- 
terest to the two States, two things only are. required: On the part of your 
Excellency, a sincere disposition to promote their success ; and on the part of the 
British Government, the exertion of its influence and power in support of your 
Exceflency’s. authority. The perfect union of these two requisites must overcome 
every obstacle wiiich can oppose them; nay, must preclude the possibility of 
‘Opposition. | ; . 


With regard to the establishment of courts of justice and police, which you 
Excellency proposes to suspend until. the extirpation of every rebel and. dis- 
affected person from your dominions ; as the British troops’ have repeatedly, 
I'may say constantly, during the last thirteen or fourteen yeara, been employed in 
pursuing, destroying, or expelling every rebel or supposed rebel, whom your Ex- 
“cllency and your Aumils have been pleased to describe as such, it seems difficult 
‘to account for the existence of the inclination or means of resistance to the 
: . 6D authority 
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authority of courts of justice and police to be constituted in the manner: pro- 
posed, with the advice of the British government ; but if any such power or dis- 
position do still exist, the British troops are at all times ready to suppress it, to 
support the just authority of such a police, and the decrees of such courts of jus 
tice as those described. =< . 


Thirdly. With a reference to the investigation and adjustment of the claims 
and demands of your Excellency’s Government which the British power may 
be required to enforce, the approved and unobjectionable plan which has been 
paoree by the Right Honourable the Goseranntiecanst in Council, by his 
Lordship’s adoption of the contents of my letter to your Excellency under 
date the 15th of January last (22d zeehijj), namely, the appointment and depu- 
tation of Ameens on the part of both governments, or on my part, for the in- 
vestigation and adjustment of such demands, a measure too which can occasion 
no diminution whatever of your Excellency’s consequence and authority, as 
already repeatedly explained to you, supersedes any further inquiry, and 
might, in my judgment, with propriety have superseded the expression in your 
Excellency’s letter to his Lordship, of a wish for further information on a 
question already so fully and so satisfactorily explained. His Lordship’s reply 
to this part of your Excellency’s letter, must inevitably be a reference to what 
you already know. 


Fourthly. On the subject of Moonshee Alee Nuckee’s claims, your Excel- 
lency has been pleased to observe, that they are of two kinds: one against 
this Government, and the other against the associates of the claimant. Your 
Excellency, in the conclusion of this remark, has furnished an obvious answer 
to what is stated in its commencement. Moonshee Alee Nuckee is at present 
completely divested of every part of his ancient and rightful possessions in 
Sandee. If he have no rights in that district, there can be no associates in his 
rights. The Moonshee has repeatedly submitted to your Excellency, through 
me, the original sunnuds for his rights, and your Excellency declined to peruse 
them. Copies of those sunnuds, authenticated by my signature and seal, have 
been transmitted to your Excellency, and may be referred to at any time in 
your duftur ; or if you wish it, fresh copies can be made out, attested, and deli- 
vered when required. The history of those sunnuds is as follows: some of 
them bear the seals of chieftains who held the district of Sandee in jagier, 
before the accession to those dominions of any of your Excellency’s ancestors ; 
others are under the seal of this Government during the administration of the 
Jate Asuf-ood-Dowlah. They bear the seals of his minister, Hyder Beg, and 
of the British Resident of that period, purporting the Moonshee to be in pos- 
session of nankar and other privileges from remote times, and prohibiting his 
molestation in the exercise and enjoyment of those rights, not one of which 
is now in his possession, though a mandate, under your Excellency’s seal, 
addressed to the Aumil of Sandee, during the residency of the late Colonel 
Scott, for maintaining the Moonshee in his possessions, and a statement of 
those possessions under the seal of the deputy Aumil be still extant, and pre- 
pared for submission to your Excellency. ‘That no sunnud was obtained during 
the government of the late Shooja-ood-Dowlab, your Excellency’s illustrious 
father, is accounted for on the obvious ground, that no molestation was ever 
offered to the possessions of the Moonshee during that. period, which might 
have rendered new sunnuds necessary to support his right, as may be proved 
in the most satisfactory manner by the wasi/-bakee or revenue accounts of the 
district during that time. With respect to the secoid description of the 
Moonshee’s claims, which your Excellency would refer to the Adawlut, some 
of them are of a nature, and have gga hres to a stage, which super- 
sedes any reference to the Adawlut. at purpose, for example, cou d it 
answer, to bring befere the Adawlut the case of Rushuck Loil, who in his 
arzee to your Excelléncy,.a copy of which was transmitted to me, has himself 
acknowledged the Moonshee’s nght ? or again, with regard to my suggestion 
of your Excellency’s ordering Imteear Alee to restare to the grandcbil ren of 
Salaam Oolla Chowdree that partion of their rights which ia established. by 
law, even admitting the legitishacy of Imteeaz Alee's birth,{which is disputed.) 


there can be obviously no necessity for a reference to the Adavluty because the 
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gule of law for inheritance in such cases is known to all. Bat, with regard to all 
other claims on the part of Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan, or of any ather depen- 
dant of the, British Government jn Oude, they can never, with a hope of justice, 
be submitted to your Excellency’s Adawlut, until the nature and constitution of 
that court: shall become directly the opposites of what they are, in the manner 
recommended by the British Government, and repeatedly promised by your 
Excellency to me. Until such an alteration shall take place, the usual mode 
of determining all questions and claims on the part of the dependants of the 
British Government, which has been practised ever since the commencement 
of the friendship now subsisting between the two States, namely, your Excel- 
Jency’s concurrence with the Resident at your Durbar in an equitable investi- 
gation of the claim, must inevitably continue to be observed. Upon the whole, 
svith a reference to the just claims of Moonshee Alee Nuckee, it is a matter 
of surprise and concern, that your Excellency should now have thought it 
necessary to ask the opinion of the Right Honourable the Governor-General 


in Council, after the receipt of two letters from his Lordship and the Vice- ~ 


President on this subject, in support of my representation of the true merits 
of the case. 


Fifthly. Your Excellency’s long and extraordinary statement, with a refe- 
rence to the superintendence of the khoord muhl and other complaints 
against her highness the Bhow Begum, in no part of which I can concur, is 
alike a source of surprise and concern to me. ‘The clamour and disturbance 
in the khoord muhl are ascribable, in my judgment, solely to the intrigues, 
in the first instance, of Mirza Shoojaat Alee Khan and others, who are entirely 
at your Excellency’s devotion, and subsequently, as at present, to a conviction 
in the minds of those ladies, that their conduct is gratifying to your mind. 
Whenever those intrigues shall be put a stop to, when the conviction above 
described shal] be removed, all clamour and disturbance must cease; and I 
beg your Excellency to be persuaded, that the sentiment which I have here 
expressed must be the sentiment of his Lordship in Council, of all the Mem- 
bers of the Government, and of every person of reason and understanding 
who shall become acquainted with the circumstances of the case. The right 
of her Highness the Begum to exercise her control over the khoord muhl, 
and to distribute the stipends of the women of it through a Nazir of her own 
choice, without any interference on the part of your Excellency, as stated and 
fully explained in his Lordship’s letter to your address, can never be diminished 
nor affected, in any degree, by the statement in your Excellency’s letter, which 
can answer no good purpose whatever; though to me it must form a source of 
the greatest surprise and regret, that your Excellency, after yielding to all my 
suggestions regarding the khoord muhl, after reinstating Tuhseen Alee Khan 
in his office of Nazir, conferring a khelat on his Naib, writing to that effect 
to the ladies, and desiring me to communicate this satisfactory information to 
the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, should think it wise 
or expedient to address his Lordship in the terms of your letter which is 
before me, and the only effect of which must be to excite his Lordship’s 
displeasure. 


Of your Excellency’s pecuniary demand against her Highness the Bhow 
Begum, which is stated in your letter to his Lordship, with the view, I presume, 
of soliciting his aid in the recovery of that demand, I have no information 
whatever. 


Sixthly. With regard to her Highness the younger Begum, the many frivo- 
lous complaints, on points of the most trifling nature, which your Excellency 
has stated against her Highness, seem to me to be unbecoming in the extreme, 
and unworthy of your Excellency’s mind, while some of them are totally erro- 
neous. Having yesterday passed two complete hours in personal attendance 
on her Highness, I had the painful opportunity of listening to the detail of her 
grievances, and of observing the state of her accommodation, which, for your 
Exceliency’s sake, I could have wished to suppress, byt-which I shall now 
be compelled to report, by way of answer to ‘your Excellency’s complaint, 
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and.as a justification of her Highness’s resolution to’quit your Excellency’s 
‘dominions. | 


Seventhly. With a reference to your Excellency’s observation, that * atten- 
‘‘ tion to the interests and consideration for the conditions of those who have 
‘atitle to the protection of the British Government have ever been deemed 
“. to be conducive to the increase of your own reputation, and that if the 
“ names and conditions of those who complain of injustice or disregard were 
* known to you, &c.” [should find no difficulty in furnishing your Excel- 
Jency with a numerous list of such persons, in explanation of the Right 


“ 


Honourable the Governor-General’s remark, though his Lordship’s letter in 


itself contain a few very striking examples ; such, for instance, as their High- 
nesses the two Begums, Mirza Hoosein Alee Khan, Mohummud Tuhscen Alee 
‘Khan, and Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan, which appear for the present to suf- 
fice. To those I might add, it’ it were necessary, the names of Mirza Casein 
Alee Khan, the widow and only legitimate sons of the late Ashruf Alee Khan, 
among persons of rank, and Moonshee Hoosein Alee Khan, Pershaud Sing Su- 
badar, and some others, among persons of less consideration. But as it has 
always been, and is still my earnest and anxious wish, that your Excellency’s 


-generous and humane conduct to those persons, and others of a similar descrip- 


tion, should hereafter be as generally known, and marked by the whole world, 
as its opposite has hitherto been, and should tend to strengthen and confirm the 
relations of amity between the two States, and to promote harmony in every 
branch of their intercourse with each other; under the influence of this cordial 
desire, I refrain from enlarging on the subject, and shall merely express my 
regret, that your Excellency should have introduced into your letter an in- 


quiry which seems calculated to renew with additional grounds, instead of ob- 
‘viating the just grounds of the complaint that is stated in his Lordship’s letter 


to your address. 


Eighthly. On the case of Hoosein Alee Khan your Excellency has been 
pleased to remark, that ‘* you have no knowledge whatever of the allowance 
“ alluded to, nor of the correspondence of that period.”’ A complete and 
satisfactory answer to this remark was submitted at our conference on Tuesday, 
and can scarcely require to be repeated ; but, for the sake of greater precision, 
I shall now state it in writing. ‘The grant of the allowance in question, imme- 
diately after the death of the late Ameer-ood-Dowlah, by the late Nawaub 
Asutf--ood-Dowlah, is universally known to all ranks and descriptions of persons 
residing in this city. My information of its baving been settled and regularly 
paid for a number of years is derived as well from the records of this govern- 
ment as of our own, at the period to which I have alluded, and consequently 
the obligation on your Excellency to continue it, can never be evaded by pro- 
fessing ignorance of the grant. In addition to which, I have recently had 
occasion to know from a communication from the Persian Secretary to Govern- 
ment, that when the Honourable Henry Wellesley came here for the purpose 
of promoting the conclusion of the treaty of cession with your papsieeiny and 
discussions regarding the establishment of an efficient police in your Excel- 
lency’s country arose, the question of the regular payment of the pensions 
granted by the late Nawaub Asuf-ood-Dowlah to persons of distinction at 
Lucknow, was also agitated on that occasion, and the result of those discussions 
was this: That your Excellency should continue and regularly discharge the 
whole amount of the pensions which had been granted in your brother’s time, 
as well as your own, and that the demand of our government regarding the 
police should be given up. But, independently of the above information, the 
official detail of the proceedings of Marquess Wellesley at Lucknow, aud of his 
personal conferences with your Excellency, is conclusive on the question at 
issue ; for it records your Excellency’s promise, not only to continue the pay- 
ment of the several pensions assigned for the support of your relations and 
dependants, but to liquidate all the arrears; and as it is abundantly obvious 
that Hoosein Alee Khan, and the other sons of Hyder Beg, must be com- 
prehended in the number of persons of distinction dependent on your Excel- 


dency’s government for their support, the delay of Hoosein Alee Khan 7 a 
: ime 
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time to demand the payment of his [ sara on no. prineip) 
humanity, have a tendency to prejudice his right. “= 


Having thus, from motives of the purest friendship for your Excellency, ex- 
plained and commented on such: passages of your Jetter to the Right: Honour- 
able the Governot-General as seemed to me to have been unwit Fe seinen 
in it, or to require revisal and alteration, I have only to add a request’ fut your 
Excellency, after maturely deliberating on-what I have here written, “wll be 
pleased to determine on the expediency of transmitting your letter as it stands, 
without any further delay, or of recalling it for the purpose of revisal, and of 
suppressing such parts of its contents as may on reconsideration seem hostile to 
the spirit of friendship and cordiality, that should ever reculate the discussions 
between the British Government and: your own. 





sate 
wh y : iY 
4 oe 


A true copy : 


(Signed) J. Baru, 
| Resident. 


From Her Highness the Bhow Begum. (Received the 14th Sept. 1812.) 


You are well acquainted with the various acts of violence and oppression com- 
mitted by the Aumils and Zemindara of my son's government against the people 
in my jagier, and you have often represented those circumstances, as explained 
to you by my letters, to my son, but no measures have hitherto been adopted to 
put a stop to them; and as I suffer a heavy loss from such proceedings, I have 
been compelled to address the Right Honourable the Governor-General on the 
subject, and enclose a letter to his Lordship, with a copy of it for your informa- 
tion. You will forward my letter to his Lordship, with such further remarks on 
your own part as you may deein advisable, with a view to my relief. 


A true translation: 


(Signed) J. Barrie, 
Resident. 


SRLS 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 15th Sept. 1812.) 


I submit, for your Exceliency’s perusal, a copy of a letter just received from 
her Highness the Bhow Begum, complaining of the violent and oppressive pro- 
ceedings of Umur Sing, your Excellency’s Aumil of Baraitch, in carrying away 
by force the whole of the produce of the disputed villages and lands in her 


Highness’s district of Gonda, with a copy of an arzee on the same subject from 
the Zemindar of Bingha, Sheo Sing. 


I have already, on several occasions, addressed your Excellency on this sub- 
ject ; and on one occasion, by your Excellency’s desire, 1 pointed out the only 
mode which occurred to me of adjusting this unhappy dispute, and which your 
Excellency has been pleased to decline. [n addition to this just ground of com- 
plaint on the part of her Highness the Begum, the recent atrocities of rapine and 
murder committed in other portions of her jagier by the subjects of your Excel- 
lency’s government inhabiting and finding refuge in the khalsa, have been 
represented to your Excellency in vain, and her Highness has consequently been 
impelled to address a. long letter of complaint -on those points to the Right 

Honourable the Governor-General, which, she bas transmitted to me for de- 
‘spatch. = | 


“From motives of genuine friendship for your Excellency, it is my sincere wish, 
if it.be possible, to prevent the transmission of her Highness’s letter to his Lord- 
ship ; and, with this view, I submit that as her Highness’s right to the dispated 
villages in <sonda has been established, in my niind, beyond a doubt, your’Ex- 
cellency should issue your orders to the Aumil of Baraitch for his fmmediate sur- 
render of those villages to Sheo Sing, Zeminder of Bingha, to whom the villages 
in question belong ; or, tf a doubt remain in your Excellency’s mind of the jus- 
tice of this.neasure, and you be desirous of .a further investigation of the real 
‘Merits Of the case, that your ana ~_— with her Highness the Begum 
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in referring the final decision of the point at issue to me, the friend and: well- 
wisher of both parties, in which case, I shall depute an Ameen to Investigate and 
report on the subject, and shall communicate my decision to your Excellency, 
with the least practicable delay. 7 


If your Excellency will be pleased to agree to this proposal, and to promise 
the exertion of your authority for the redress of the other grievances complained 
of, I shall cheerfully suspend for a few days the transmission of her Highness’s 
letter to the Right Honourable the Governor-General, in the hope of accom- 
panying the transmission of it with an assurance in behalf of your Excellency, 
that her Highness’s grievances have been redressed. ‘The satisfaction which 
his Lordship in Council must derive from intelligence so agreeable as this, and 
so conducive to your Ixcellency’s reputation, will do more than compensate the 
delay. 

A true copy: 
(Signed) J. Baixrre, 
Resident. 





To J. Monckton, Esq., Persian Secretary to Government. 


Sir: 
I have the honour of transmitting to you a letter from her Highness the 
Begum of Fyzabad, to the address of the Right Hon. the Governor-General, 
which is referred to in my despatch to the Chief Secretary to Government, under 


date the 18th instant. 
I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
25th September 1812. Resident. 





From her Highness the Bhow Begum. (Received the 5th October 1812.) 


After presenting compliments and praying for your Lordship’s health, I have 
the pleasure to inform you, that by the divine blessing I am well, and continu- 
ally occupied in prayer for the agreeable tidings of your Lordship’s welfare. 


What account shall I give your Lordship of the disordered state of the affairs 
of my jagier? Many of the Aumils and Zemindars of the lands belonging to 
my son, the Nawaub Saadut Alee Khan (whose life may God prolong), commit 
acts of violence and oppression in my jagier, and occasion confusion and disorder 
in its affairs. Thus the Aumil of Baraitch for two years past has interfered with 
eighteen villages in the talooka of Bingha, a dependancy of the muhls of Gonda 
belonging to my jagier, on the plea of a dispute about the respective boundaries 
of Bingha and Baraitch, and some days ago he carried away the produce of the 
villages toa large amount, and he extorts sums of money from the Ryots whom 
he has-seized. He has also placed his own people over seven other villages of 
Bingha. In like manner, two years past, the Zemindars of mouzah Surawan, 
in the district of Baraitch, have attached about seven hundred begahs of land 
in mouzah Dhuttolee, situated in zillah Ramaunpore, which belongs to Gonda, 
under the pretence of its being within the boundaries of their mouzah, and 
are prepared to take forcible possession of it. Accordingly, a few days ago they 
began to reap the crops of the lands situated on the frontier of the mouzah of 
Dhuttolee, upon which the Zemindars of that place resisted the attempt; but 
the Zemindars of Surawan having come in a large body with the intention of 
fighting, overcame those of Dhuttolec, seven of whom were killed by swords 
and fire-arms. The Ncirs of the slain are now besetting my deorhee, crying out 
for redress. Twenty days ago the Rajah of Kungole, situated in Baraitch, 
without any. provocation, sent about four hundred matchlock-mea into m 
jagier, when they killed Hunnoomaun Pooree Gossayue, the renter of mouza 
Ramaunpore, a dependency of Gonda, and plundered his house of money and 
goods to the amount of nearly a lac of rupees. . 


Since last year, the Zemindars of Dhota, in the purgunnah of Dalmow, which 
belongs to his Excellency, have set up a claim to the lands of mouzah 


Shah- 
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Shahzadpore, in purgunnah Saloun, and excite disturbances. The Aumil of 
Dalmow sent a body of troops into the disputed lands, when they carried off 
the sons of Adhar Sing, the Zemindar of Shahzadpore, and they still refuse 
to release them. 


Moreover, in the vicinity of Nawaubgunge, and in the lands of Saloun, which 
belongs to my jagier, the Darogha of his Excellency’s customs, at the desire of 
his Excellency, has forcibly established a new chowkee for the collection of 
duties, in consequence of which I have sustained a great pecuniary loss. In 
like manner, the Aumils of his Excellency’s Government have been guilty of 
violence and oppression in many other villages of my jagier. I have repeatedly 
written to his Excellency and to the Resident. On his part, he also has made 
suitable representations to his Excellency, but without effect. The affairs of 
my jagier are daily falling into more and more confusion and disorder, and in 
consequence of these oppressive acts on the part of his Excellency’s Aumils, the 
amount of the revenue realized from my jagier falls short of what it formerly 
was. Asthe British Government is bound to protect and defend my rights, and 
as I have every hope of receiving its aid and assistance, in consideration of our 
long established friendship, I trust that your Lordship will be kindly pleased to 
issue instructions to the Resident, calculated to restore order to the aftairs of 
my jagier, so that the dispute about the boundaries of Bingha and Baraitch may 
be settled, the offenders be punished, all questions respecting jagier be adjusted, 
the plundered property be restored, and the Aumils and Zemindars be strictly 
enjoined not to commit in future any acts of violence or oppression in my lands, 
on pain of meeting the punishment due to their offence. 


Deserters, also, from my jagier established themsclves in the lands belonging 
to his Excellency, from whence, with the assistance of his Excellency’s Zemin- 
dars, they come and excite disturbauces in my villages. When I write to his 
Excellency on this subject, he practises evasion and delay, and I am unable to 
obtain any redress. On this account I sustain a great loss of revenue. I there- 
fore request, that your Lordshio will instruct the Resident to direct his attention 
to this point, and to take measures for the timely redress of such outrages in 
future. By your Lordship’s kindness and favour, the affairs of my jagier will 
thus be restored to order, security will be atforded to my Ryots, and my mind 
will be satisfied and set at ease. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) G. Swinton, 
Deputy Persian Secretary to Government. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political 
Department. 
Sir: 


1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
30th ultimo, * conveying the instructions of the Government for my guidance 
with a reference to her Highness the younger Begum’s departure from this 
country, and her future residence in the district of Elahabad. 


2. The Begum quitted her jagier on the day which had been fixed for her 
departure, as announced in my despatch of the 19th ultimo, and proceeded 
across the Goomtie to the neighbourhood of Selimpore, about twenty miles from 
Lucknow, where her Highness halted for several days, at my suggestion, in the 
hope of recciving.a letter from the Right Honourable the Governor-General, in 
answer to that which announced her resolution to quit the Vizier’s country and 
reside in the Company’s dominions. | 


3. On Thursday, the 19th instant, I paid a visit to her Highness in camp at 
Selimpore, and in compliance with the apparent wishes and the earnest desire of 
the Vizier, though with scarcely any hope of success on his or my own part, I 
renewed my endeavours to bring about a reconciliation between his Excellency 
and the Begum, and to prevail on her Highness to return to Lucknow, or take 
up her permanent residence in her jagier. 


4. After 
* Vide page 320. 
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4. After occupying a considerable time in unavailing exertions and entreaties 
to the above effect, 1 deemed it proper to call her Highness’s attention to the 
probability of increasing disturbances in her jagier, in consequence of her 
retirement from this country, and to suggest to her the necessity of some 
arrangement, which might ensure to her the means of subsistence during her 
residence in the Company’s dominions. : 

5. It was her Highness’s wish and expectation that I should assume the super- 
intendence, and engage for the protection and support of her servants in the 
management of her jagier, and in the realization and remittance of its revenue ; 
and on my stating a number of obstacles to, and explaining the impractica- 
bility of this measure, ber Highness proposed as an alternative, the transfer of 
her jagicr to the Honourable Company, in exchange for a portion of land of 
equal extent and produce in the Dooab, or on any other terms which the Govern- 


ment might be pleased to prescribe to her. 


6. My rejection of this proposal, on grounds which it is unnecessary to state, 
was followed by a protracted discussion between her Highness the Begum and 
me, of the arrangement suggested by Government in the Chief Secretary’s 
despatch to my address under date the 11th September, for the commutation of 
the jagier fora stipend proportioned to its produce, to be regularly paid by the 
Vizier into the treasury of the Resident at Lucknow ; and I have great satisfac- 
tion in reporting, for the information of the Right Ionourable the Governor- 
General in Council, that I succeeded at length in obtaining her Highness the 
Begum’s consent to the arrangement preferred by his Lordship, on the just and 
reasonable condition of the Vizier’s combining with the stipend, or clear revenue 
of the jagier, the amount of a compensation in money for the provisions hitherto 
supplied from his Excellency’s kitchen for her Highness’s daily consumption. 


7. A written authority for the final adjustment of the terms of this arrange- 
ment with the Vizier, in the name and behalf of the Begum, has been subsequently 
trausmitted to me by her Highness; but I have hitherto delayed to commence 
the discussion of the subject with the Vizier, for the reason assigned in my des- 
patch of the 15th ultimo to the Chief Secretary to Government, namely, my 
expectation of receiving a letter for his Excellency from the Right Honourable 
the Governor-General, which must tend greatly to promote the success of my 
negotiation, not only on this point, but also on the question which is at issue 
between the Vizier and the Begum of Fyzabad, namely, the superintendence 
and control of the khoord mull. 


8. A number of the women of the khoord muhl are still residing in the 
iumaum Barra, and occasionally clamorous for their stipends, which the Vizier 
has thought proper to issue to them, imdirectly and secretly, with the view of 
encouraging their unreasonable and improper resistance to the authority of her 
Highness the Begum, and of the Nazir of her Highness’s choice; while her 
Highness is extremely urgent with me for my support of her authority over the 
niuhl, in terms of the Honourable Company’s guarantee, and resolute in her 
refusal to issue the stipends of the women through any other medium than that 
of their ancient and respectable Nazir, Mohummud Tuhseen Alee Khan. 


y. I transmit, for the information of the Government, the enclosed copy of a 
letter which I have addressed to the magistrate of Elahabad, on the subject’ 
of her Highness the younger Begum’s departure to that district, and 


I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baruurg, 
27th November 1812. Resident. 


Sg at Ce 


To T. Fortescue, Esq., Judge and Magistrate of Zillah Elahabad. 


Sir: | 
1. Her Highness the Begum, Shums-oon-Nissa, widow of the late Nawaub 
Vizier, Asuf-ood-Dowlah, having determined, with the sanction of our Govern- 
ment, to depart from the province of Oude and to reside in the Honourable 


Company's territory, and her Highness having selected the city of Elahabad, 
| or 
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or its neighbourhood, as the place of her future residence, I have been directed 
by the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council to correspond on 
this subject with you, to apprize you of the probable period of the -Begum’s 
arrival in your district, and to suggest to you the forms of respect with which 
her Highness should be treated on her arrival, and during her residence in the 
town or district of Elahabad. 


2. The Begum has recently proceeded from her encampment on the bank of 
the Goomtie, and will probably reach the gath of Papamow on the Ganges, 
nearly opposite to Elahabad, about the 10th of the ensuing month. Her High- 
ness is attended by an escort of the Honourable Company’s troops, under the 
command of an English officer, Lieutenant Fell of the 10th Regiment, and 
this officer has been instructed by ne to apprize you of the day of her High- 
ness’s arrival on the bank of the Ganges, with a view to your directing the 
supply of boats for her crossing the river, and provisions tor her attendants 
and followers, including the escort, after their entrance into the district of Ela- 


habad. 


3g. As a mark of respect for her Highness, on the day of her crossing the 
Ganges into the Honourable Company’s territory, I suggest that the principal 
native officer, or tehsildar of the district, be instructed to attend in her High- 
ness’s camp, and to offer to her acceptance a nuzzur on his own part, and a sum 
of money, not less than a thousand rupees, with a small supply of the usual 
articles of consumption, such as rice, ghee, doll, goats, fowls, &c. as a zeafut 
on the part of the Government; and that, as soon as may be convenient after 
the Begum’s arrival within your district, or at all events on the morning of her 
approach to Elahabad, you proceed in person to ineet and receive her Highness, 
and conduct her to the spot which may be selected for her encampment, till a 
suitable place for her permanent residence can be found. 


4, The Begum has understood and expressed her belief, that the house of the 
late Nawaub Khan-é Auluin, in the town of Elahabad, is the best adapted to 
the purpose of her accommodation, and that it is either at the disposal of Govern- 
ment, or may be rented on easy terms from the proprietor through the medium 
of your negotiation. In any of the cases supposed, [recommend that this house 
be assigned for her Highness’s temporary residence ; and, further, considering 
the present infirm and unhappy state of her Highness’s health and her mind, I 
suggest that some well-cnclosed garden, or if possible, a convenient garden-house 
and enclosure in the neighbourhood of the city, be appropriated to her use for 
atime, with the view of affording her the benefit of occasional changes of air 
and scene, till the perfect restoration of her health shall admit of the adoption 
of measures, under her own orders, and at her own charge, for her comfortable 
permanent establishment. ; 


5. With a reference to the high rank and the truly respectable character 
of her Highness the Begum, it appcars to be superfluous to add, that every 
possible degree of respectful attention to her wishes, and of consideration 
for her comfort and ease, should be practised on all occasions by your- 
self and by those under your authority, while her Highness may reside in your 
district. 


6. The Begum’s principal cunuch and minister, Mohummud Nushat Alee 
Khan, or a confidential person on his part, will be the usual medium of commu- 
nication between her Highness and you. 

I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAIL E, 
27th November 1812. Resident. 
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To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political 
Departinent. 
Sir: 

I have received from his Excellency the Vizicr, and transmitted to the Per- 
sian [epartment, a letter addressed by his Excellency to the Right Honourable 
the Governor-General, on the subject of her Highness the younger Begum’s 
departure from this country; in which his Excellency expresses extraordinary 
concern at her Highness’s departure, and ascribes it erroneously, in my opinion, 
to the evil counsels and the interested designs of a few of her Highness’s ser- 
vants ; inferring, on their parts, a resolution to appropriate to themselves the 
personal property and wealth of the Begum, in the case of her demise on the 
Journey or soon after her arrival at Elahabad; an event which his Excellency 
believes to be probable, and to which he looks forward with no other concern, I 
apprehend, than as it may affect his personal claims, or his views regarding the 


succession to her Highness’s property. 


2. The Begum has been seriously indisposed since she proceeded on her 
journey from Selimpore, and has halted for severai days in the Bow Begum’s 
jagier, where she expected to mect, and has certainly met with much greater 
attention and kindness than in his Excellency’s territory. But my latest accounts 
from her camp give no reason to apprehend her sudden demise, nor indeed any 
great protraction of her illness, and his Excellency’s alarms upon that score 
seem to me to be dispruportioned to the occasion. 


3. With regard, however, to the disposal of her Highness’s property after her 
death, whenever that event may take place, there seems good reason to believe 
that she has already provided, or will make a provision, for the disposal of it, by 
bequests during her life-time; and considering her Highness’s situation with a 
referencc to his Excellency the Vizier, as well as the nature, exclusively per- 
sonal, of her property, with the exception of her jagicr, there scems to me to 
be no doubt of her perfect competency to dispose of it according to the dictates 
of her inclination. 


4. His Excellency the Vizier, in his letter to the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General, having referred to and transmitted a copy of a Ictter to my 
address, expressive cf his anxiety to be reconciled to the Begum and for her 
Highness’s return to Lucknow, I deem it to be my duty to convey to you, for 
his Lordship in Council’s perusal, a trauslation of the letter in question, with 
copies and translations of letters and other documents submitted by me to his 
Excellency, to which that letter is a reply. 


5. The Vizier had originally replied to my letters in very different terms from 
those of the documents which he refers to in his address to the Right Honour- 
able the Governor-General, and-it was not until I liad Jaboured for several 
hours at a conference with his Excellency, on the morning of the 18th ultimo, 
to convince him of the impropriety of the terms of lis first letters on this sub- 
ject, that he agreed to recall those letters, and to substitute one in their stead, 
according to a draft which I submitted to him, and which is now referred to by 
his Excellency as the dictates of his own inclination, the genuine sentiments of 
his mind on the question of the Begum’s departure. I transmit, for more parti- 
cular information, translations of the letters which were recalled. 


6. Regarding the claim of her Highness the. Begum for the restitution of the 
lands and houses at Delhi, the unquestionable property of her ancestors, which 
are now possessed by the Vizier, as his Excellency seems resolved to retain them, 
and to appropriate the rents of them hereafter, as heretofore, to himself, not- 
withstanding his original promise to restore them, I see no other more satis- 
factory nor more effectual mode of the adjustment of this claim, than by refer- 
ing it to the Resident at Delhi, before whom, if it be necessary, the question 
may be judicially tried. 


I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Bariuix, 
9d December 1812. Resident. 
To 


«rg I willl 
4 CEN Oi Se 
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From his Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 18th November 1812. 
13th Zeekaud 1227.) 


I have received two letters from you, dated the 4th and 12th of Zeekaud (9th 
and 17th instant), on the subject of the affairs of her Highness the Bhabee 
Begum. 


I have ever been, and am still, extremely concerned at the departure of her 
Highness from this city, and the thoughts of the difficulties which she must 
encounter on her journey from the inclemency of the season afflict me in a great 
degree. I consider her Highness’s residence in this city as tending to promote 
its prosperity, and therefore I most anxiously desire that she may be induced to 
return, and increase the splendour of Lucknow by residing in it. If ner High- 
ness be desirous of a change of scene and air, she is heartily welcome to occupy 
my garden-house of Nawaubgunge, or any other palace or garden of mine for a 
time; and should she prefer it, the palace of the Golden Dome, which is a very 
large and spacious building, is entirely at her service as a future residence. 


It is the sincere wish of my heart, that her Highness should continuc to reside 
in this city, and to enjoy every degree of case and comfort which is possible ; 
and I earnestly request that you will use every means in your power, to induce 
her to return to Lucknow. With regard to the future satisfaction of the Begum, 
and the fulfilment of all ber reasonable wishes and views, no fault shall be 
cominitted hereafter on my part: and, with a view to her immediate gratification, 
I agree to commute the provisions which are cooked and supplied to her High- 
ness by my officers, though it be contrary to the custom of ny Government, for 
a certain allowance of money, accordmg to your desire; and, further, | 
solemnly promise, if her Highness return to Lucknow, to cnlaree, as far as may 
be practicable, the place of her former residence, never to molest the Beoparries 
and others attached to her bazar, and to restore, as far as in my power, the 
good order and tranquillity of her jagier. 


After explaining all these circumstances, and conveying those assurances to 
the Begun, if you deem it advisable and proper, I shall go out myself to Sclim- 
pore, repeat to her in person what I have here written, and accompany ber back 
to Lucknow; and if, after all this, she be dissatisfied, and determine to quit my 
country, it cannot be imputed to me. 


A true translation : 


(Signed ) J. BAILILIE, 
Resident. 


To his Excellency the Vizier, (Written the 9th November 1812, 4th 
Zeekaud 1227.) 


} have the honour of submitting tor your Excellency’s perusal, the enclosed 
copy of a letter which I have received from her Highness the Begum, Shums- 
oon-Nissa. 


Her Highness, being now tirmly resolved to take up her residence in one of 
the cities in the Honourable Company’s territory, will probably march from 
Pertaubgunge in a few days. She has cailed on me for the settlement of two 
particular claims which are connected with your Excellency’s Government. 


Ist. The commutation of the provisions hitherto supplied to her Highness 
from your Exccllency’s kitchen for a monthly sum of money, agrecably to the 
adjustment which took place in the time of the late Colonel Scott ; and 


Qd. The restoration of sums collected from her [ighness’s hereditary posses- 
sions in Delhi since your Excellency’s accession to the musnud, with a shookha 
to your Darogha at Delhi, directing the surrender of those possessions te « 
person whom her Highness nay appoint, agreeably to your Excellency’s promise, 
conveyed in a letter to her Highness on a former occasion, a copy of which, 
with a list of all her possessions, i forward for your Excellency’s information. 


r ‘| lhe 
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The justice of her Highness’s claim with reference to those two points seems 
to me to be altogether unquestionable, and will, I doubt not, be admitted by 
your Excellency ; because it is obvious, that no loss can arise to your Govern- 
ment from the commutation of provisions for the money which those provisions 
have uniformly cost, and because I am satisfied that your Excellency could 
never wish to derive personal advantage from the possessions of her Highness or 
her ancestors in Delhi. 


Having recently received the orders of Government for the adjustment of all 
questions relating to the Begum before her departure, I trust that your Excel- 
lency will be pleased to communicate your sentiments on the subject of those 
two claims at your carliest convenience, that [ may apprize her Highness the 
Begum of the result of my application in her behalf, and report the result to the 
Government before ber Highness’s departure. 


A true copy: 
(Signed) = J. Baruure, 
Resident. 


To His Excellency the Vizier, (Written the 17th November 1812, 12th Zee- 
kaud 1227.) 


On Thursday, the 19th instant, it is my intention to proceed to Selimnpore to 
wait on her Highness the Begum, with the view of renewing my endeavours to 
suspend her Highness’s departure, and by assuring her of your Excellency’s pro- 
mise to accede to all-her wishes, to pave the way for her return to Lucknow. 
Yet, I confess, that I have no hope whatever of her Highness’s return to this 
city, unless, indeed, as formerly suggested, your Excellency were to proceed 
to her encampment, and renew and confirm those assurances which [ have 
hitherto conveyed to her in vain. For the purpose of aiding my own exertions 
on this occasion, I again solicit and recommend your Excellency’s cheerful ac- 
quiescence in the two claims of the Begum, which were conveyed to you by my 
letter of the 4th of Zeekaud (9th November), that I may communicate this result 


to her Highness. 


A true copy : 
(Signed) J. BAILuie, 
Resident. 


Extract of a Letter from His Excellency the Vizier to Her Highness the Begum, 
Shums-oon-Nissa, dated the 1st of Ramzaun 1215. (17th January 1801.) 


1 have received your Highness’s gracious letter in answer to mine. 


With regard to your Highness’s complaint regarding the house Mutchee Buh- 
wun, it is very surprising that your Highness should not have at once understood 
that my promise to give it up to you was merely a respectful mode of refusing ; 
for had I given up Mutchee Buhwun to your Highness, where could I have 
found a place so spacious as to contain the furniture, &c. that is kept in it? Out 
of respect I could not flatly refuse your Highness, and therefore I was induced 


to make a promise. 
With a reference to your possessions in Delhi, no one ever reminded me of the 
matter, and the delay must be ascribed to forgetfulness alone. If your High- 


ness will now be pleased to send a person with a list of those possessions, I will 
issue a shookha, directing the surrender of them to the person appointed by you 


to take charge. 


A true extract: 


igned J. BAILLIZ 
(Signed) Resident. 


A List 
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4 List of the Possessions of Her Highness Shums-oon-Nissa Begum, in Delhi. 
Villages. 


Sheikpore, Budurpore, Mukunpore, Kummer-ood-Deen Nuggur, 
Noorpore, Mamoorpore, SaeerMaharajpore, Wuzeerpoor,  ’ 
Norvozpoor, Janpore, Mudowleh, Korekurkur, 

Houses. 


The houses of Deby Dut and Yakoob Khan. 
Ditto of Eatemad-ood-Dowlah Behaudur. 
Ditto of Nawaub Aleah Sholapooree Begum, the widow of Kummer-ood- 
Deen Khan. 
Ditto of Moorteza Khan. 
Gardens, &c. 
The garden of Yakoob Khan. 
Ditto of Ihtemam Khan. 
Ditto of Kazee Ekram. 
Ditto of Kokultash Khan. 
Ditto of Chuck Mobaruckpore. 
Ditto of Resheed Khan. 
Ditto of Milk Dhuka, Chuk Sudoura, Charbag of Eatemad-ood-Dowlah. 
Wells at Budrein and Ferozabad. 
Some ground within the house of Nawaub Kummer-ood-Deen Khan, on the 
bank of the river. 
Mukbura Moontwura (Mausoleum) of Kummer-ood-Deen Khan. 
The village of Mubdsheer, commonly called Kusbah Burrum. 
A garden near the Nullah of Seyed Hummeed Khan. 
Fyzbaree, a garden. 
Ghoseporeh, ditto. 
Retic, a garden. 
Mutchee Buliwan and the stables of Dara Shekoh, formerly in the possession o 
Eatemad-ood-Dow ies Behaudur. 


A true translation: 


(Signed) J. Barrie, 
Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 17th of November 1812, 
12th Zeekad 1297.) 

I have received your letter, dated the 4th of Zeekad (Oth instant), containing 
a copy of a letter from the Babhee Begum to your address, a copy of my letter to 
the Begum dated the Ist of Ramzaun 1215, and a iistof the possesions of her 
Highness at Delhi, and requesting my compliance with the wishes of the Begum 
regarding the provisions supplied to her from my kitchen, and the surrender of 
her possessions in Delhi. 


The degree of her Highness’s displeasure against me, and of my wish for a 
reconciliation, as explained in my lettcr to the Governor-General, have long 
been apparent, and in proportion to my sincere desire for a reconciliation, her 
anger has hitherto increased ; nor is there any appearance of returning cordiality 
on her part. I have statcel my wishes to you on this subject frequently; and 
you, toa, have explained matters to her Highness, in the manner which you con- 
eae the most advisable, but it has hitherto made no impression on her 
Whatever. 


The supply of provisions for her Highness’s consumption has been, and 
is now, on the same footing as it was at the time of my arrival in this country. 
Even after her Highness's retirement to her jagier, her victuals were sent out to 
her as usual by my orders, and her Highness drove away the Darogha and others 
from her camp, and took from them the plates, cooking-pots, &c., which she has 
kept with her. Consider how little respect her Highness has shewn for. me on 
this occasion. 


With regard to the commutation of the provisions for a sum of money, I can- 
‘not determine till I receive an answer to my letter to the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General, clated the 30th of Shabaun (8th September last): and with a 
reference to her Highness’s possessions in Delhi, as they were in the time of my 
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deceased brother under his authority, so they still remain under my authority: I 
did not resume them from the Begum ; and consequently her claim for the restitu- 
tion by me of possessions which descended to me with the Government can on no 
principle be admitted. 





From his Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 17th November 1812, 12th 
Zeekid 1227.) 

I have received your letter of this date, stating your intention of proceeding 
on Thursday, the 14th of Zeekad (19th instant), to Selimpore, to wait on her 
Highness the Bhabee Begum, with the view of renewing your endeavours, &c.. 
(recapitulate). Do, by all means, as you propose, and in the manner which may. 
appear most advisable, exhort the Begum to return: it will be very satisfactory 
to me. 

With regard, however, to your assuring her of my promise to accede to all: 
her wishes, &c., the case 1s this: I do not know what her Highness’s wishes. 
are, and consequently I cannot authorize you to promise a compliance with. 
them on my part. 

With a reference to your suggestion of the propriety of my proceeding to her 
Highness’s encampment and renewing my assurances, &c. &c., you will recol- 
lect, that at our conference on Saturday, when you mentioned to me that the 
return of her Highness by any means would be agreeable to yourself and highly 
reputable to me, I answered, that if you thought it advisable I would write a letter 
to, or wait in person on her Highness, and your reply was that I might do what- 
ever I thought proper; and when I observed further, that there was none 
besides yourself whom I could consult in such a case, you made no answer to 
that observation. 

My son-in-law, Hoosein-ood-Deen Khan, waited on her Highness by my 
desire, and implored her to return, but was taken no notice of, nor paid any 
attention to whatever; 1 therefore leave you to judge what benefit is to be ex- 
pected by my going. 

A true translation: 
(Signed) J. Barrie, 
Resident. 





To John Monckton, Esq., Persian Secretary to the Government. 
Sir: 

I have the honour of transmitting to you a letter received from his Excellency 
the Vizier, to the address of the Right Honourable the Governor-General, which 
is referred to in my despatch of this date to the Secretary to Government in the 
Secret and Political Department. 

I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAtLure, 
2d December 1812. Resident. 





From his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. (Received the 12th December 1812.) 


After expressing my desire for the pleasure of a personal meeting with your 
Lordship, which is the chief object of my wishes, I proceed toremind your 
Lordship that on the last day of Shabaun 1227 Hjjeree, corresponding with the 
8th September, 1812, I transmitted a letter to the address of your Lordship 
respecting her Highness Bhabee Begum (Shums-oon-Nissa), which contained 
an account of the real state of her case, but I have not yet had the pleasure to 
receive an answer to that communication. As the Begum has, however, lately 
come to a fixed determination to retire from Lucknow, I berewith forward, for 
your Lordship’s information, a copy of the reply which I returned to two repre- 
sentations which were conveyed to me on that subject by Major Baillie. he 
circumstances of Major Baillie’s interview with the Begum, and the particulars of 
what passed on that occasion, will doubtless have been fully communicated to 
you by that gentleman. My 
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My Lord, the fact of the matter is this: Ler Highness, Shums-oon-Nissa Bengal Political 


oo aaa Yonsultati 
Begum, has been induced to leave this city, at the instigation of two or three AP VaT Tee 
persons, who will in all probability practice some deception upon her, and in a 
case of her death (which God forbid!) possess themselves of her property and ~ Letter 


effects. Itis with this view that those evil advisers have set her Highness at from the Vizier. 
variance against me, her nephew, her niece, and her late brother’s widow. In 

short, her Highness not returning to Lucknow has been injurious to my reputa- 

tion, and has occasioned me much inquietude and uneasiness of mind. 


Translation of a Copy of a Letter under date the 13th of Zeckad (19th No- 
vember 1812) from his Evcellency the Vizier to Major Baillie, in Reply to 
two Letters from the latter respecting Shums-oon-Nissa Begum, referred to in 
the foregoing.* 





To John Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government in the Sceret and Political Letter 
Department from Resident at 
| Si P Lucknow. 
WV 


1. The letter from his Excellency the Vizier to the address of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-Gencral, in reply to his Lordship’s letter of the 8th 
of May last, which his Excellency transmitted to me on the 26th of the month 
of August, and shortly after recalled for the purpose of revisal and amendment, 
(as announced in my despatch to the Chict Secretary to Government under date 
the 1st September,) has been returned to me this day by the Vizier, without any 
alteration whatever, save the omission of those paragraphs which had reference 

_ to the question of the superintendence of the khoord mull, and to the departure 
‘a, of the younger Begum from Lucknow. It is accompanied by an answer to my 

“F memorial, undcr date the 29th of August last, a copy of which was transmitted 

? in my despatch of the 18th of September: a translation of his Excellency’s 
“.' answer, with such remarks as il.c tenor of it may suggest to me, shall be sub- 
' %g mitted to the notice of the Government with the least practicable delay. 


2. I have had many conferences with the Vizier during the period which he 
has avowedly occupied in reconsidering the tenor of his letter to the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General’s address, and I have laboured at each of 
those conferences with increasing zeal and assiduity, to convince him of the 
justice and necessity of his acquiescence in his Lordship’s views. 


3. The failure of my endeavours ts ascribable, in my own judgment, to his 
Excellency’s untoward disposition, to the habitual, [ may add, constitutional 
jealousy and suspicion with which he has ever received propositions of the sim- 
plest nature and most beneficial tendency on the part of the British Govern- 
ment, and to the hope of protracting, at least, if not of evading, a compliance 
with its just views and requisitions, founded on the known reluctance of the 
Government to urge matters to extremity with him, or to adopt even the lan- 
guage of demand under any circumstances whatever. 


4. I have transmitted his Excellcncy’s letter in a despatch of this date to the 
Secretary in the Persian department. : 





I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAILLIE, 





5th December 1812. Resident. 
To John Monckton, Esq., Persian Secretary to Government. Letter 
Sir: from Resident at 


os : : Lucknow, 
I have the honour of transmitting to you a letter received from his Excellence 


the Vizier to the address of the Right Honourable the Governor-General, which 
is referred to in my despatch of this date to the Secretary to Government in 
the Secret and Political department. 


T have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) "OS, BAILLIE, 
5th December 1812. Resident. 


| From 
* This Letter has been already given on page 479. 
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Bengal Political From His Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. (Reccived the 14th December 1812.) 
Consultations, hol 


2 July 1813. Atter expressing my desire for the pleasure of a personal meeting with your 
ie Lordship, which is the chief object of my wishes, I proceed to acknowledge the 


receipt of your kind letter of the 8th of May last, replete with sentiments of trienc- 
ship and regard, and stating that you had expected to receive answers to your 
letter of the 28th of December 1810; and to two letters from the Vice-President, 
of the 29th of March and 1¢th of July 1811, the former on thre subject of the claims 
of Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan, and the latter in favour of Hoosein Alee 
Khan, son of the late Hyder Beg Khan. I have fully understood the contents 
of your Lordship’s letter. The suspension and delay which have occurred in 
the transmission of an answer have been occasioned by the discussions which 
have taken place between me and M 3 Baillie. ‘The objections which occurred 
to my mind during those discussions I stated to the Lesiderit in writing. As 
those objections have not yet been removed by Major Baillie, and as the execu- 
tion of the several matters of business which formed the subjects of discussion 
has consequently remained suspended, from motives of respect and consideration 
for your Lordship, which I am ever disposed and attentive to observe, I 
suspended the transmission of my reply to your Lordship’s letter. An answer tu 
the letters of the Vice-President was not written, for reasons which are contained 
in the present letter to your Lordship’s address. Now that your Lordship has 
kindly called me to your recollection, and favoured me with your letter above 
acknowledged, I consider it to be an indispensable duty to transmit a reply 
to your Lordship, and I proceed accoidingly to state what is necessary to 
be represented. Under every circumstance, my expectation from the chiefs of 
the British Government, and especially from so kind a friend @s your Lordship, 
Is, that in the affairs of ny Government. and ia the dominions subject ta me, 
as well as in all my concerns, my power and authority may daily be strength-. 
ened and increased, and that, in the spirit of the friendship ard amity esta- & 
blished of eld between the two States, and which is conspicuous to all obje world, . 


from the Vizier. 








no manner of loss, injury, detriment, or diminution may take, place, ‘and “ghee 
counsel and advice, such as may be productive of salutary effects, may be afforded 
to me by the chiefs of the British Government, and more especially by your 
Lordship. 


In your letter of the 28th of December 1810, your Lordship has written with 
vour friendly pen, that by the terms of the sixth article of the treaty of 
November 1801, I engaged to establish in my reserved dominions such a 
system of administration, to be carried into effect by my own officers, as should 
be conducive to the prosperity of my subjects, and be calculated to secure the 
lives and property of the inhabitants ; and further, that with reference to this 
particular stipulation, the late Governor-General, Marquess Wellesley, in a paper 
which he delivered tome under his seal and signature, in the year 1802, observed 
that I had engaved to advise with the British Government, and to conform to 
its counsels in the establishment of an improved system of administration within 
the reserved dominions, and also in all affairs connected with the ordivary 
government of those dominious, and with the usual excrcise of my established 
authority, and so forth. What your Lordship has written as above is right and 
true, nor is there any denial on my part. The case is this: At a former 
period I was desirous of sending my son with a detachment of British troops 
for the settlement of my reserved dominions, and that with the approbation of 
Major Baillie the Resident, he might establish a system of administration in 
those dominions. When J consulted the Resident on this point, that gentleman 
clearly and explicitly signified his prohibition, saying that in an affair of this 
kind the nomination and deputation of the Sabib Zadah, (that is to say my son,) 
were not necessary. . The establishment of a system of administration was 
therefore not carried into execution. Your Lordship will decide with justice, 
that in the introduction and establishment of a system of adiministration in my 
dominions, and in advising with the British Government on that subject 
according to my engagements, I have not failed; and, with respect to the 
systein proposed by your Lordship in your letter above quoted, it was not 
carried into effect, in consequence of some doubts and objectious which 
occurred tomy mind. Those objections were repeatedly stated by me in writing 


to the Resident, and personally discussed between us. Conformably bd on 
ictates 
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dictates of the friendship which I entertain for your Lordship, I now feel it to 
be an incumbent dyty that I should, of necessity, state some of those objec- 
tions for your consileration. They are as follow. Your Lordship, in your 
letter above quoted, has written, ‘‘ that if the assessment of the lands throughout 
‘* the country should be regulated by the real assets of the several districts, to be 
“ ascertained by actual investigation and be fixed for a certain time, and if that 
‘‘ assessment should be increased only in proportion to the angmentation of 
““ resources in the several districts, which might be expected to arise from an 
‘ approved system of administration,” and so forth. The case is this : that with- 
out the actual measurement of the lands of the several mouzahs and villages of 
the country, and without ascertaining the particular quantity of cultivated lands 
and lands capable of cultivation, village by village, and the boundaries ac- 


curately defined, and unless the noongoes, Chowdries, and Putwarries 
give a detaifed statement of all thcse particulars and conceal nothing, and 


the Zemindars make no objection to the measurement of their lands, it 
appears to me that it will be difficult to ascertain the real assets of the several 
districts. With respect to the deputation of Ameens to ascertain all those 
particulars, apprehensions occur to me with regard to misconduct on their 
part, and to emigration and disgust on the part of the cultivators and renters, 
and to disorder and interruption in the receipt of the revenues, and to failure 
in the payment of balances in consequence of the introduction of a new sys- 
tem. All these objections will have been made known to your Lordship, by 
the perusal of the letters which I addressed on this subject to the Resident. 


With respect to Major Baillie’s represcntation on the subject of establishing 
courts of Adwlut and police in the several districts of my dominions under the 
management of officers of my Government, I am willing to appoint offi- 
cers to those situations, conformably with the Resident’s advice; but the 
¢gomplishment of these two objects cannot be contemplated, until every 
1 and disaffected person in my territory shall have at once been effectually 

pu” and rooted out of the country; until they find that if they seek an 
sehen the British territories they will not be able to maintain themselves 
there ; until they be utterly extirpated, and the troops never desist from pursuing 
them; and, finally, until they be convinced that there is no place where they 
can establish themselves secure from the troops of the Government. Thus, ina 
the Honourable Company’s dominions, whatever turbulent or disaffected person 
is proceeded against, until he is effectually punished he does not cease from his 
evil courses. Moreover, in the police establishment of each individual place, 
where the people of the establishment, according to the system, can only be few 
in number, how will they be able to maintain order, when the turbulent and 
disaffected shall excite disturbance in large bodies. 






With reference to your Lordship’s observation regarding the right of inves- 
tigatiny and arbitrating all such claims and demands on my part and on the part 
of my Aumils, as the British troops may be required to support, and so forth. 
Whatever plan your Lordship may be pleased to adopt, for the purpose. of 
investigating and arbitrating all such claims and demands, so that my indepen- 
dent power and authority, as established by treaty, may not thereby be 
impaired, and my dignity and consequence be not diminished in the slightest 
degree in the eyes of my subjects, have the goodness to communicate it to me 
and Tam at your command. As I consider your Lordship to be my sincere and 
affectionate friend; as all my prosperity, welfare, comfort, and happiness, 
depend on your kindness and favour; and as, excepting the members of the 
British Government and _ Lordship in particular, I know no protector and 
succourer, if your Lordship, which God forbid, shall be dilatory and forget- 
ful in affording me aid and assistance, and in taking a warm and active interest 
in the arrangement and settlement of my affairs, know for a certainty, that 
then, in such an event, the settlement and reform of my government will be 
difficult to be accomplished by me. 


Your Lordship has been pleased to observe, ‘that it may not have occurred to 
me that your Lordships temporary absence from the Presidency produced no 
change in the authority of the Government,” and so forth. My Lord, I who am 
your well-wisher, and firmly attached to you, entertain the same sentiments of 
regard and attachment towards you in “Gr ieee and at all times, equally 
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in your presence and absence, when you are near and when you are far distant. 
Such a thought my imagination. is not capable of conceiving. You will be | 
pleased to consider such a representation, by whomsoever it may have been nade, | 
to be entirely erroneous. On mature reflection, your Lordship will be satisfied 
that a charge of the nature alluded to cannot with justice be attached to me. 


Your Lordship has written with your friendly pen, that *‘T should no longer delay — 
“ to exert my authority for the redress of the wrongs of which Moonshee Alee 
“* Nuckee Khan has so much reason to complain.” 1 never did nor ever can enter- 
tain the idea of sacrificing the rights of any individual. The state of the case is 
this: Theclaims of Moonshee Alec Nuckee Khan are of two kinds, one against 
my government, and the other against his partners and associates. “With respcct 
to the first, let the Moonshce produce the original sunnuds !n succession, under 
the seal of my father, the late Nawaub Shooja-ood-Dowlah, and the seal of my 
brother, the late Nawaub Asuf-ood-Dowlah, for the purpose of substantiating 
his claim and for my examination. In the event of his proving that the sources 
of provision stated in those sunnuds have been withheld during my government, 
I will order them to be restored to him. With respect to the claims which he has 
against his partners, let him refer them to the court of Adawlut, where they 
will be decided according to the holy law. On this subject I have stated to your 
Lordship what appears fit to me; but if it be not deemed so by your Lordship, 
= pleased to signify your wishes in this affair, that I may carry them into 
erect. 


With reference to what your Lordship has written with your friendly pen, that 
** you have to regret the uniform disposition on my part to mark with my dis- 
** pleasure all those who are entitled to the protection and favour of the British 
“ Government, and to exhibit the inefficacy of its counsels on points aflecting the 
‘* honour and interests of my Government,” I have to observe, that as I consider 
my prosperity and welfare to depend on the augmentation of the ties of friendship 
and union, and on the consolidation of the foundations of unanimity and conpord 
with the British Government, and on the favour and kindness of your Lé hip, 
which hitherto have happily increased from day to day; and as I deem attention 
to the interests, and consideration for the conditions of those who have a title to 
the protection of the British Government to be conducive to the increase of my 
own reputation, how is it possible that I should mark such persons with my dis- 
pleasurer If your Lordship had been kindly pleased to apprize me of the names 
and conditions of the persons alluded to, I should have entered into the particu- 
lars. How is it possible that I should turn away from the counsel and sugges- 
tions of the British Government after discussion and explanation, or that I should 
act contrary thereto? At every time and every moment I have acted, and con- 
tinue to act, in conformity to the counsel and advice of the British Government 
and the Resident. But with respect to a matter of business, the accomplishment 
of which does not appear to me to be practicable, and on which for my proper 
understanding of it discussions take place, your Lordship will yourself be pleased 
to judge how my judgment can be satisfied with respect to it, or the accomplish- 
ment of it can be contemplated. ' 


With respect tu what your Lordship has written on the subject of my exerting 
my authority to restrain or punish my officers and Zemindars, who afford pro- 
tection and assistance to robbers and marauders, and to withhold them from the 
exaction of duties on merchandize in boats passing up and down in violation of 
treaty, I assure your Lordship that, conformably to your wishes, I have always. 
been and continue to be ready and disposed to adopt measures for that purpose ; 
nor have I ever been neglectful or remiss in that respect. Accordingly, the seizure 
of the marauder Budjba Sing has always been and is an object of my attention. | 
If a copy of the letter from Major Baillie co my address, dated the 14th of Rub- 
bee-oos-Sanee .1227.(27th April 1812, A.D.), in reply to my letter of the pre- 
ceding day, in-which Major Baillie expresses his approbation of the measures 
pursued by me in this affair, and his intention of transmitting it to your Lord- 
ship, that you might be apprized of the care and pains which I had taken to 
effect the seizure of the marauder in question, had been received by your Lord- 
ship before the despatch of your Lordship’s lettcr, I am satisfied that you would. 
not have liad to express your regret and concern with respect to this point. The 


most positive orders and injunctions are at all times issued by mé to the cm 
wig: | or 
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on this: subject, and what power have my. Aumils and Zemindars to act contrary 
to my orders, and to aid and assist robbers and marauders ? As it is not the 
practice of robbers and marauders, with reference to their own evil deeds, to fix 
their residence permanently in any one place, their detection and seizure must be 
attended with extreme trouble and difficulty. Thus, on the 6th of April last, 
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Captain MacPherson proceeded with a detachment of British troops with the ° 


utmost secrecy and caution to the village of Jheona, in my dominions, and sur- 
rounded it; but after great and diligent search after Budjha Sing, was una- 
ble to find him. On the 4th of Jemmadee-oos-Sanee (14th June 1812, A.D.), 
several English officers stationed at Bheela Gaut set out with a body of horse and 
telingas (infantry) to surprise a band of robbers at Mulpoor, near Umree, a depen- 
dency of: Pertaubghur, when, after long and diligent search, they succeeded 
in apprehending only one person, named Sheo Dut. None of the other robbers 
and marauders could be found. Adverting, therefore, to the nature and habits 
of those who lead a predatory life, Iam persuaded that your Lordship will not 
impute the want of success in apprehending and punishing them to any deficiency 
of exertion or zeal on the part of the Aumils. Your Lordship will also be 
pleased to reflect, that many turbulent and disaffected persons who have left my 
territories and taken up their residence within the Company’s dominions, from 
whence, when opportunity offers, they make incursions into my country for the 
purpose of plunder, escape being apprehended and punished, notwithstanding 
the orders of the Resident and the most active exertions by the Magistrates of 
the districts. With regard to the exaction of the duties on merchandize, I have 
at all times prohibited and continue to prohibit such practices; and your Lord- 
ship will be apprized by the Resident's communication, of the measures which I 
have lately adopted for that purpose. 


On the subject of the case of Hoosein Alee Khan, son of Hyder Beg Khan, 
your"Lordship has written, that you have little to add to the just and forcible 
obseryations contained in the Vice-President’s letter to my address of the 12th 
of J aly 181 1. The state of tic case is this: His Excellency the Vice-President 
wrote to me on the subject of compelling Akbur Alee Khan to make over to his 
brother, Hoosein Alee Khan, his just share of their family property, and of restor- 
ing a certain allowance for the support of the latter. I have no knowledge 
whatever of the grant of the allowance alluded to, or of the correspondence of 
that period. At a former time, when Iloosein Alee Khan rented from my 
Government the lands of Sundeela and Mulleehabad, on his being turned out of 
those lands he paid the balances due to my Government, partly by borrowing 
money from the late Almas Alee Khan, and partly by raising it in whatever man- 
ner he could, but he never stated any claim of right to an allowance, nor did his 
elder brother Akbur Alee Khan inake any claim. When the late Colonel Scott 
was Resident at my court, no mention was ever made of the allowance alluded 
to; and at the time of Lord Teignmouth’s visit to Lucknow, when the treaty 
was concluded between the two Governments, on which occasion the stipends of 
many persons were confirmed and of some augmented, and all points of business 
were settled and adjusted, I heard nothing of the allowance in question. In like 
manner, not a word was said about it in Lord Wellesley’s time, and no mention 
was made of it during the negotiation of the treaty. On various occasions I have 
accommodated Hoosein Alee Khan with loans of money on his application for 
that purpose, sometimes of my own accord, and at other times at the instance of 
the Resident. But if the Khan had had any knowledge of the provision in question, 
he would haye made an application to me for its restoration. I must be excused, 
therefore, in not having granted that allowance. With respect to giving 
Hoosein Alee Khan his share of the family property, his brother Akbur Alee 
Khan is still confined under a guard of British troops, and Hoosein Alee Khan 
may take it from bis brother in whatever manner he can; or let him point out 
where his father’s property is, that it may be given to him. The Resident hav- 
ing some timc since repeatedly requested my permission for Hoosein Alee 
Khan’s taking possession of some gardens and houses belonging to ‘his late 


father Hyder Beg Khan I signified my consent, and the Khan is accordingly. 


rg in digging and selling them, without fixing or specifying what his share is. 
As Lam ready and willing to adopt any measures by which Hoosein Alee Khan 
may obtain his just share of the property, whatever your Lordship shall be pleased 
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to dictate with respect to causing Akber Alee Khan to give up his brother's share, 
I will act accordingly. | : 


As I swerve not from the path of compliance with your Lordship’s wishes, if, 
besides this, there be any thing else which your Lordship is desirous of being 
done for Hoosein Alee Khan, I am ready to do it to the extent of my ability. 


As my ease, comfort, security, tranquillity, my power and authority in the 
regulation and administration of the affairs of my country, and the welfare and 
prosperity of my Government, all depend on the favour and kindness of your 
Lordship, I entertain a confident persuasion, that by your kind care and atten- 
tion the foundations of my Government will daily be more and more strengthened 
and consolidated. The execution and accomplishment of all matters connected 
with my Government, the interests of which are identified with those of the Bri- 
tish Government, entirely depend on the favour and regard with which your 
Lordship may be pleased to consider them. . 


If your Lordship will be graciously pleased to consider me to be entirely at 
your disposal, and, abstaining from all discussions, will kindly devote your time 
and attention to the promotion of my dignity and authority, all points will be 
happily arranged and accomplished. The sole wish of my heart is, that being 
enabled by your Lordship’s kindness and favour to pass the few days which 
may remain to me of this precarious existence in the possession of honour, dig- 
nity, authority, and affluence, I may employ myself in expressing my sense of 
gratitude and obligation to your Lordship; for in this transitory world I have 
no kind friend or protector to succour and assist me, save yourself. But should 
any question be agitated, God forbid that I should think it proper to dispute a 
single point of what your Lordship may propose; nor will I ever do so. My 
hopes and expectations are, that your Lordship, in the spirit of sincere and cordial 
friendship and affection, will watch over my interests at all times, and never fora 
moment be neglectful of them. | | : 


May the days of vour Lordship’s prosperity and happiness be perpetual. 
A true translation : 


(Signed) GrorGeE SwInTon, 
Deputy Persian Secretary to Government. 





To John Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political 
Department. 
Sir: 3 
1. I have now the honour of transmitting to you, for the notice of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council, a copy and translation of the 
statement received from his Excellency the Vizier with his letter to the Gover- 
nor-General, and intended as an answer to the memorial which I submitted to. his 
Excellency on the 29th of August last. | 


2. In this statement his Excellency sets out with an indirect disavowal of any 
proposition for the appointment of one of his sons to superinterd the collection 
of his revenue before my arrival at his Court. He calls upon me to detail to him 
what occurred on that subject before my arrival at Lucknow, and he declares his 
recollection of a proposal, not previous but subsequent to my arrival, which was 
suspended in consequence of my disapproving it. 


3. The Vizier’s letter to Colonel Collins, dated the 17th of Zeebijj 1221, submitted 
to Government in Colonel Collins’s despatch of the 7th of March 1807, and the 
instructions of the Government to Colonel Collins dated the 19th of that 
month, serve to demonstrate the truth of the remark in my memorial, which 
his Excellency has thought proper to disavow, and to prove that neither his 
original proposal to Colonel Collins for the deputation of onc of his sons, nor 
the renewal of that proposal to me, could have been accompanied by any plan 
of a settlement or system of assessment of his revenues, the disapprobation of 
rgection of which by the British Government could have served to exonerate 
his Excellency from the express obligation of the treaty which gave rise ‘to the 
question of reform. | 7 Wi 
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4. His Excellency’s next observation regarding the necessity of an actual inea- 

- surement of all the lands in his dominions, and of the removal ofall his imaginary 
doubts before dny reform of his administration can commence, seems totally un- 
worthy of notice, and is of a piece with the following remark :— That courts of 
‘« justice and police must be unavailing, till the extirpation of all disaffected persons 
‘from Oude.” To the first observation it might be answered, if further answer 
were requisite, that measurement, in as far as may be necessary, is a branch 
of the improved system -proposed, and that the adoption and exercise of ‘this 
system must gradually produce the information which measurement is calcu- 
lated to afford. To the second remark it might be answered, in the spirit and 
character of the remark, that under the present system of the Vizier’s Govern- 
ment, the disaffected persons in Oude must be another name for its population, 


and that his Excellency would seem inclined to suspend the dispensation of | 


justice to his people till his people shall be totally extinct. 


5. His Excellency’s objection to the appointment of Ameens upon my part, 
and his desire that the Governor-General should devise some other arrangement, 
for the investigation of his demands against landholders, whom our troops may 
be required to coerce, are obviously frivolous and evasive. The usual tenor of 
the instructions issued to officers in command of detachments employed against 
his Excellency’s landholders, has uniformly prescribed their investigation of the 
Aumils’ demands, and their attention to the complaints of the landholders, and if 
the Vizier could not reasonably object to those instructions being issued to our 
officers, there seems no plausible ground for his objection to the measure which 
is now proposed, exactly similar in its nature, though more effectual in its exer- 
cise than the former. 


6. With a reference to the just and established claims of Moonshee Alee Nuckee 
Khan to his nankar and zemindaree rights in the district of Sandee, which the Vizier 
has been pleased to compare with his own disputed right to an extension of the 
limits of his rurnna, involving in this comparison a parallel between hts Excel- 
lency’s Adawlut at Luckuow and the British courts of justice at Benares, it 
seems necessary merely to state, that the Moonshee’s claims have bcen already 
established by the exhibition of attested copies of sunnuds which his Excellency 
has received but refused to compare with the originals, thus admitting the authen- 
ticity of the copies, and further, by the unmolested possession of the Moonshee 
and his ancestors during a period of several ages ; and with regard to the Moon- 
shee’s disputes with the subjects of this Government, which his Ex¢ellency would 
refer to the Adawlut of Lucknow, that the Moonshee, in common with every 
other dependant of the British Government in Oude, will gladly submit his case 
to the Adawlut, on the indispensable and hitherto admitted condition of the 
proceedings of the Adawlut in such cases being subject to the Resident's revisal, 
or of their being public, and regulated by the principles and practice of every 
well-constituted court of justice in the world, in opposition to the Adawlut of 
Lucknow, whose proceedings are notoriously guided by the private orders of the 
sovereign, and its decrees the dictates of his will. 


7. His Excellency proceeds in his statement to refute the complaint of his 
unkindness and want of consideration towards the dependants of the British 
Government, by retorting an accusation of those persons who are mentioned ih 
my memorial, and first of their Highnesses the Begums. 


8. A complete and satisfactory reply to his Excellency’s statement, as regard- 
ing the elder Begum, will be found in her Highness’s letter to my address under 
date the 9th ultimo, a translation of which is enclosed, and a copy of which has 


been submitted to the Vizier. In this letter her Highnes conveys alist of her 


rievances, and in the genuine spirit of a firm reliance on the justice and impare 


tiality of the British Government, which she justly considers as by treaty @like | 


the guardian and guarantee of her own and her son’s rights. She calls on ‘the 
Government to investigate and decide upon all the matters in dispute, and binds 
herself to abide. by its decision. | eu 


_ 9. [deem it to be my duty to submit on this occasion, for the serious considera- 
tion of the Government, whether or not we be bound, by the spjgit and letter 
of our engagements with his Excellency the Vizier and with the Begum, to accede 
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I Poiteat ty ‘Her’ Biptiness propoadl, to atbitrate aH the questions in dispute, and’ to 
2July tere. ctifotce ‘extcution of’ our'decision by placing her Highnese's officers in pos- : 


| sll session of whatever may be' proved to be her right. 


<x wn. 49. The question of the younger — departure from Lucknow, and all 
Lucknow. the circumstances attending or connected with it, are so fully before the Govern- 
ment, as, to, supersede any urther remarks. 
_\.:ditv €edsein Alee Khan and Tuhseen Alee Khan are notoriously the victims 
of bis: Excellency’s displeasure and resentment. The former is absolutely starv- 
iig,iand the latter, though still in the possession of a small jagier, the grant of 
the former Government, has been successively deprived of every lucrative and 
‘sespectable employment which he held at the time of the Vizier's accession to 
‘the inuesud. 
12. The just claim of the Nawaub Casem Alee Khan for the full amount 
of his eworithiy stipend, as stated ia,Lord Teignmouth’s letter to the Resident at 
Lucknow ‘dated the 28th of January: 1798, a considerable portion of which is 
now withheld by the Vizier, has been long under the consideration of the Govern- 
ment, and a letter from his Excellency to the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General, containing many of the frivolous complaints which are now exhibited 
inst Casem Alee Khan, was transmitted to the Persian department in my des- 
patch. of the 28th of September 1809. A satisfactory answer to most if not all of 
those complaints may be seen in my letters to your predecessor, dated the 28th 
of July and 28th of September 1809. | 


18. The charge of violence committed by the servants of Casem Alee Khan 
against a woman named Luchmee is erroneous in the extreme. Luchmee is 
one.of Casem Alee Khan’s wives, who, in consequence of some trifling domes- 
. tit dispute, thought proper to quit her habitation, and was brought back to it 
. with some trouble and persuasion by the children and servants of Casem Alee. 
‘She has since been reconciled to, and is living in peace with, her husband. 


_ 14. In reply to his Excellency’s observation regarding the widow and legiti- 
“thate childen of. the late Ashruf Alee Khan, it appears to be sufficient to state, 
and is worthy of particular notice, that the arrears of the stipend of this family 
for a period of seven months were issued from his Excellency’s treasury, in con- 
sequence of my repeated and earnest remonstrances, on the day before this 
statement was received. It is a common practice with his Excellency to 
occasion and’ maintain a voluminous correspondence or a verbal discussion 
during months, for the purpose of evading a compliance with some simple pro- 
_ position or some just requisition on my part, and when at length compelled to 
_ acquiesce by my temperate perseverance in the discussion, to take an early 
Qppartunity of boasting of his cheerful acquiescence in my views, his ready 
dispensation of justice to the person whose claim I may recommend to him. 
The present is an instance in point of the characteristic feature which I 
describe, and of which numerous instances might be quoted. 


“18. With reference to the two remaining persons who are mentioned in his 
‘Excellency’s statement, I shall merely notice in reply, that the claims, or 
rather the complaints of oppression committed by his Excellency’s servants, 
which were preferred by Moonshee Hoosein Alee about four years ago, seem 
now to be as far from adjustment or redress as they were on the first day of 
their being heard, and that the boasted favour and partiality of the Vizier 
towiirds Pershaudd ‘Sing Soubadar, have been such as to induce this superan- 
nuated officer, hAg uitiess attendance of nearly four years in Lucknow, to 
quit the place'and his pretensions to his zemindaree for ever. 


16. The argumentative part of the case of | Hoosein Alee Khan appears, to 
my jodgment, to be exhausted.ia my despatch of. the 31st of August. 


| | Thave, &c. 









te. | Ls cknow, fi 


by Signed) | J. Batu, 
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Statement of, His Excellency, the Vizier. Received the 5th of December 1812, 
accompanying his Letier.to the Address of the Right. Honaurable.the .Gover- 
nor-General, and intended as an Answer to the Resident’s Memarial transmitted 
on the 29th of September. | a a Ore 
You have stated that the project of deputing one of my sons with a Britiah 

force for the settlement of the country was agitated before your arrival at 

Lucknow, &c. If so, do you now state to me in detail what passed upon the 

subject before your time, and the grounds of the suspension of the measure 

on that occasion, as they are known to you. I certainly remember an -ecca- 
sion of the discussion of a plan for the settlement of my country with the 

advice of the British Government, by deputing one of my sons attended by a 

British force, long before your suggestion or the Governor-General’s proposal 


id 
* haha 
a 
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of the present system, and the suspension of the plan which I proposed. If 


you do not remember that discussion, I am helpless. 


You observe that the jummabundee, or settlement of my dominions by a 
fair standard of assessment for a fixed period of years, can be well and easily 
accomplished without immediate measurement of the lands. The fact is this: 
that the adoption of the new system was originally made dependent on ‘the 
measurement of the lands and the removal of my doubts, and in your draft of 
instructions to Ameens, measurement is also mentioned, and therefore as ‘the 
employment of Ameens was suspended in consequence of my doubts not 
being removed, I have stated in my letter to the Governor-General the diffi- 
culty or impossibility of the adoption of the system proposed for the reasons 
abovementioned. 


With a reference to your remark regarding courts of justice and police, the 
state of the case is: what I have written to the Governor-General is per- 
fectly unquestionable, viz., that until the total extirpation of all disaffected 
persons, as has taken place ir. the Company’s dominions, courts of justice and 
police are totally unavailing. 


With regard to your description of an approved and unobjectionable plan 
for the investigation and adjustment of all claims and demands by my Govern- 
ment, &c. s I am satisfied that the adoption of this plan would occasion a 
decrease of my power and authority, I have, therefore, knowingly and wilfully 
requested the Governor-General to devise and propose to me some other plan, 
which may not occasion this diminution of my authority. 


In reply to your observations on the case of Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan, 
the case is this: I have stated in my letter to the Governor-General the only 
mode which I approve of adjusting the Moonshee’s claims, and if you approve 
of that mode it shall be followed. That the minute investigation of such 
claims as this is indispensable you must allow, because you know that, with 
regard to my own personal property, viz., my rumna in Benares, although I 
have a sunnud fixing its limits under the seal of the late Mr. Duncan, still your 
Government considered the investigation of my right to it as indispensable, 


which appears, indeed, from a translation of Mr. Edmonstone’s letter which 


you sent to me; and, therefore, if I insist on the investigation of the Maon- 
shee’s claims and those of his partners, who are all the subjects of my Govern- 
ment, what objection can be proposed ? | ? he. 


You observe that you could easily furnish me with a numerous list of sych 
persons.as are referred to in the Governor-General’s letter, &c, My. letter tothe 
overnor-General dated the last day of Shabaun (8th of September), on..the 
subject of the two Begums, has already been transmitted ig you. I kriow 
not what I have.done to evince my displeasure with their Highnesses'; ‘but I 
know that: both of them have recently done many things regardiny tan thatwere 
never done by them before, even to the extent of neglecting the ordinary obser- 
vances of friendship, such as sending charitable donations and messages of inquiry 
after my, health, which I have frequently complained of to you, * “A nomber of 
the Zemindars of the elder Begum's jagier are constantly disputed arid fighting 
‘with and plundering and murdering the Zemindars of the Khalsa, and her 
Highness takes no measures to prevent them, as you must have seen. by a paper 
| of 
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Benge Folsicel of intelligence dated the 18th of Ramzaun, which I sent'ts Fou on the 17th of 
Consultations, that month. Formerly I had a servant named Bauker Bog ‘Khén to Fyzabad, 
2 July 18fFs. ° ee, tee ; 

cece and then none of the Begum’s servants were guilty of any irregutarities';: whereas 
The now every species of im ropriety is committed, and even- my sérvants ste treated 
Visier's Statement. with indignity by her Highness's people, and the settlement of disputes among 
the inhabitants of Fyzabad, which formerly belonged to the Governmént, is.new 
with her Highness’s servants, who make no reference to me... Further, her 
Highness‘ has appropriated the revenue of Luwana and Buteye, and. has taken 
possession of many other places belonging to the Khalsa. . Are all these matters 

of my doing or hers? : 


With regard, again, to the younger Begum, her unkindness and disrespect 
towards me are apparent from the contents of her letter to the Right Honour- 
able the Governor-General. 


To Hoosein Alee Khan, I have repeatedly given sums of money of my own 
accord, and by your recommendatian; and although the inheritance of his 
father has never been divided, nor has he established his claim to any part of it, 
I have put him in possession of several houses, the materials of which he has 
sold, and appropriated the proceeds to himself. 


Tuhseen Alee Khan I have never molested in the smallest degree. On the 
contrary, I have given hima jagier, on the produce of which he lives in happi- 
ness and ease. 


My desire to investigate the claims of Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan is no 
proof of my displeasure against that person. The allowance of Casim Alee 
Khan is regularly paid to him at your desire, and every other object of his which 
you recommend to me is accomplished. His attendance at Court is dispensed 
with, and I have long ceased to complain of him to you ; ae you are acquainted 
with his former misbehaviour, and recently, as you yourself must remember, his 
people had the audacity to lay violent hands on a woman called Luchmee, whom 
they carried to his house, after robbing her of property, and I made no complaint 
on the subject from iny regard for you. In the time of Colonel Collins, Casim 
Alee once delayed to accompany me on my hunting excursion, for which neglect 
the Colonel made him pay me a fine of 5000 rupees ; but now, for what reason I 
know not, he presumes to do what he pleases. With regard to the widow and 
legitimate children of Shurf Alee Khan, whom you mention, I have done no 
injustice whatever. On the Khan’s death I gave khelats to all the members of 
the family, and did every thing necessary to consule them, as you acknowledged, 
when you gave them khelats on the part of the Governor-General without my 
previous knowledge, using a proverb on the occasion, tq, indicate that your own 
kindness towards them was merely the consequence of mine. I have not assumed 
nor confiscated any part of the property of the family, nor even accepted their 
proffered nuzzurs. The widow and children are in possession of all the wealth 
and effects, living in affluence and ease ; while the eldest son, and many of the 
subordinate women, are starving and objects of compassion. How, then, is m 
displeasure with the widow and children to be established? You may as 
~~. and she will acknowledge the many salutary advices which I have givea 
to her. = 


Regarding the adjustment of the claims of Moonshee Hoosein Alee, you 
refuse to refer them to the Adawlut now existing in Lucknow, and therefore the 
adjustment must be delayed till another Adawlut is established. 


Pershaud Sing Soubadar, who never had possession of his Zemindaree for a 
period of forty years, preferred a claim for it through you ; and though he had 
never been attended to in my late brother's time nor in the days of any former 
Residént, I consented to hear his claim at your request, and gave or ders that 
justice should be done to him: thus extending my favour, instead of evincing 
my displeasure towards him. 


You have stated, with a reference to Hoosein Alee Kh 
“ the allowance in question, after the death of Ameer-oo 
“« Nawaub Asul-cod-Dowlahs, is universally known to all ranks of people, 


‘* proved to you by your own records and mine, in addition to which, &c.” The 
cuse 


an, that “ the grant of 
d-Dowlah, by the = 
an 
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case is this: I have no knowledge whatever of such a grant: and at the period 
‘of the Honourable Mr. Wellesley’s visit to.this place, on the 7th of the month of 
Jemadee-oos-Sanee, 1216 Hijery, corresponding with Monday the 16th of Oc- 
tober 1801, when it was agreed that all the pensions of my brother’ time and my 
own should be regularly paid, if any such pension as that in question bad then 
existed it must have been mentioned, and like the others have been regularly 
paid, which is a proof that no such pension did exist at the time referred to. 


In reply to your observation, that it is abundantly obvious that Hoosein Alec 
Khan must be comprehended in the number of persons of distinction dependent 
on my Government, I have already stated enough on that subject, and the rights 
of all the other persons of distinction are dependent on certain conditions which 
are stated in Mr. Wellesley’s letter to me. _ 


A: true translation : 


(Signed) J. Barve, 
2 Resident. 





Fiom Wer Highness the Bhow Begum. (Received the 9th November 1812, 
4th Zekaud 1297.) 


I have received your letter of the 24th of Shuvval (31st ultimo), with copies 
of two letters addressed by you to my son, Nawaub Saadut Alee Khan, regard- 
ing the villages of Mingha, and a copy of my son’s answer to those letters. 


From a perusal of the above documents, it appears that you have represented 
every matter in its true light, and without the least partiality or favour, but that 
my son has no wish to bring the matters to a fair adjustment. What loss, indeed, 
does my son sustain by delaying the scttlement of those affairs. By the improper 
and oppressive conduct of the Aumils of the Khalsa-during the last three years, 
a great part of the revenues of my jagier has been lost, and this loss must con- 
tinue to increase till a decision be obtained on all the questions that are at 
issue. With this view, I now express my readiness to abide by any decision 
which you may pass on the several questions that are depending between me and 
my sou, because I know that your decision will be just. There is evidently no 
other mode for the satisfactory adjustment of those affairs, than that you should 
appoint an Ameen on your own part to proceed to Bingha and Baraitch, ascer- 
tain the real circumstances of the disputed lands, and report to you on the sub- 
ject ;_ that after receiving the report of the Ameen you pronounce your decision 
according to justice, and that [ and my son become bound to abide by your 
decision. | 


But, in addition to the above question, there are many other matters in dispute 
which require a specdy adjustment, and the settlement of which seems imprac- 
ticable by any other mode than the above. You formerly wrote to me fora 
statement of all the remaining questions, for the purpose of having them decided. 


I now enclose the statement which you required ; and, with a view to the 
speedy and satisfactory adjustment of every remaining question, I propose’ that 
you appoint an Ameen on your own part, to ascertain in a proper manner the 
whole of the circumstances of the case, and report the same to you for your de- 
cision ; and whatever your decision may be, I hereby promise to accede to it. 
If my son consent to this measure it is well; but otherwise, I desire that you 
address the Right Honourable the Governor-General on this subject, and forward 
the letter which I formerly transmitted to you to his Lordship’s address, apd 
obtain the orders of Government to settle the affairs in dispute in a just and im- 


‘paler manner, and to enforce your equitable decision in all cases which may be 
5 - 


ereafter referred to you. 
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Statement uf Questions and Grievances which required to be adjusted and redressed, 


to the end of Shuoval 1227. (5th of November 1812.) 


First. It is upwards of three years since the Aumil of Baraitch, contrary to 
established usage, scized upon certain villages of Bingha attached to the muh! 
of 'Gonda in my jagier, and he has this year made a collection of revenue from 

6K | those 
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those villages. Let this question be equitably decided, and the money collected 
by the Aumil of Baraitch be restored. 


Second. The Zemindars ef Dhoma, in the pergunnah of Dalmow belonging to 
the khalsa, some time ago preferred a groundless claim to some lands in the 
village of Shazadpoor, pergunnah Salone in my jagier, and afterwards took 
violent possession of those lands, contrary to established custom, with the assis- 
tance of an Ameen and a military force deputed from tlre Khalsa. The Zemin- 
dars of Shazadpoor are willing to refer the matter to arbitration, to which the 
Zemindars of Dhoma will not agree, but keep forcible possession of the lands. 
Let an Ameen be appointed to investigate this business and an equitable settle- 
ment be made. T'urther, about a year ago, Pirthee the son of Idhar, and his 
nephews, witha Brahmin, were forcibly carried away by Luchmun Pershaud 
Ameen, who still retains them in confinement. The immediate release of those 
persons is required, as the affairs of the village of Shazadpore are in confusion 
owing to their absence from it. 


Third. About three months ago, Rajah Gunygole of Baraitch sent three 
hundred decoits, matchlockmen, to the house of PY anooiaay core Goshain, in 
the village of Ramanpore in Gonda, killed the Goshain, and plundered property 
belonging to him, to the amount of nearly a lac of rupees. Hurlollpooree, the 
Chela of Hunoomanpooree, is now at my threshhold seeking ‘redress. Let the 
Rajah be punished for the murder, and the property plundered be restored. 


Fourth. About eight hundred Beegahs of land in the village of Dhonee or 
Dhunoulee, in Gonda, nankar of the widow of Doorga Pershaud deceased, and 
belonging to my jagier, have been sequestered by Becheloll Moostajer (farmer), 
Gholam and Byjnauth Tewaree, Zemindars of Surawan, in pergunnah Gwaritch, 
sircar Baraitch, who now wish to keep possession of it forcibly; and Ummur 
Sing, Aumil of Baraitch, from unjust partiality to the above moostajer, has con- 
fined Bukht Bully and Umrit Sing, Zemindars of Dunowlee. Several shookhas 
have been issued directing their release, but they have not yet been set at liberty ; 
and, in consequence of their confinement, a loss of revenue is sustained by me. 
Exclusive of the above, and on a very recent occasion, when the Zemindars and 
Assamees of Dhunowlee went to Poorwa-puranapore to till and sow their lands, 
the Zemindars of Surawan, about three hundred armed men, collected together and 
killed Nepal Sing, Ram Sing, Bukhtawur Sing, Bhola Sing, Bilkur Sing, Dirgpaul 
Sing, and Joga Sing, in all seven persons, Zemindars of Dhunowlee. The heirs of 
the slain are constantly complaining, and nothing has yet been done to grant them 
redress. The remaining Zemindars of Dhunowlee, agreeably to my orders, have 
hitherto refrained from retaliating. Let orders be issued to the Aumil of Baraitch 
for the release of Bukht Bully and Umrit Sing. Let the Zemindars of Surawan 
be punished for the murders which they have committed, and let the dispute re- 
garding the lands between Dhunowlee and Surawan be settled, through the 
medium of an Ameen. 


Fifth. The women of the khoord muhl are still at Lucknow. Speak to my 
son on this subject, that he may allow the women to return to Fyzabad, and 
live in comfort as heretofore; and let those who have enticed the women be 
punished, that no one may hereafter presume to act in this manner. This will . 
add to my son’s reputation. 


Sixth. A number of petitions have been presented to me by the ladies of the 
muhl of my late brothers, Mirza Alee Khan and Mirza Salar Jung, setting forth 
the hardships they endure. You should exert yourself in such a manner in their 
behalf as to ensure the regular payment of their stipends as heretofore, and that 
the allowances of persons deceased be continued to their children, otherwise a 
number of them must starve. It was ever the custom of this Government to 
continue the stipends of deceased persons to their heirs. 


Seventh. The disorder and confusion which prevail in the villages and Saer 
Chowkies of Ismaelgunge in my jagier, have been frequently stated to you, and 
are now explained under distinct heads, as follows: Let an Ameen be appointed 
to investigate this business also, and a just decision be passed. 


First. 
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First. About four years ago Buhwan Sing, Zemindar of Buhwareh, belong- 
ing to the Khalsa, placed chowkies at the villages of Meida and Bhodunpore, 
which reach to Kukraghat on the bank of the Goomtee, and which were formerly 
attached to Ismaelgunge. This person has ever since made collections at those 
stations, contrary to custom and right. 


Second. The same person, about three years ago, took forcible possession of, 
and has since possessed some lands in the village of Ghona, which formerly were 
attached to the low lands of the Jheel of Mobarukbagh. My Tehsildar is now 
completely dispossessed of the lands in question. 


Third. The above person becoming this year still more daring and insolent 
under the idea that no notice would be taken of his conduct, has committed a 
fresh act of oppression, by seizing the Singhara and fish of the Jheels of Chenut 
and Mobaruck-bagh, which since the establishment of Ismaelgunge had ever be- 
longed to it. The Tehsildar of Ismaelgunge is now prevented from disposing of the 
Singhara and fish, by the violence of Buhwan Sing, who will not allow the pur- 
chasers to carry them away. 

Fourth. Tiluck Sing zemindar and farmer of Ismaelgunge, from whom a large 
sum of money is due to the Sirkar, has fled and taken refuge with his family at 
Kujowr Gawn, in Nawaubgunge. Let orders be issued to the Aumil of Nawaub- 
gunge to apprehend Tiluck Sing, and deliver him over to the Tehsildar of Ismael- 
grunge. 

A true translation : 
(Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
Resident. 





To J. Adam, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 
Sir: 

1. In further continuation of the subject of my despatch to the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council, under date the 26th ultimo, I 
have now the satisfaction of reporting to you, for his Lordship in Council’s 
information, that his Excellency the Vizier has been pleased this day, in 
compliance with my repeated and earnest desire, to issue his mandate to his 
Ixcellency's Aumil of Baraitch for the immediate restitution to the officers of 
her Highness the Bhow Begum of nineteen disputed villages of her jaidad, in 
the district of Gonda, which had been usurped from her Highness by that 
Aumil, and regarding which a vexatious discussion had been pending between 
his Excellency and me for a period of three years. A copy and translation of 
my last letter on this subject to the Vizier are transmitted for the notice of the 
Government. 


2. The final adjustment and satisfaction of her Highness the younger Begum’s 
principal claims on the Vizier have been preventcd hitherto, chiefly by the 
dilatory conduct of the officers of her Highness’s jagier, who have delayed to 
attend at Lucknow for the purpose of confirming their statement of the revenue ; 
but I have no reason to apprehend a deviation on the part of the Vizier from 
the promise which his Excellency conveyed to me on this subject in his letter 
of the 25th ultimo. 
| I have, &c. 


Lucknow, . (Signed) J. Baturie, 
18th May 1818. | Resident. 





To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written 13th May 1813.) 


The points in dispute between her Highness the Bhow Begum and your 
Excellency are so various and so complicated in their nature, that a distinct 
statement of the merits of each separately seems indispensable to their satis- 
factory adjustment; and I shall adopt this method accordingly, beginning 
with the disputed right to a number of the villages of Bhinga, in her Highness’s 
Jaidad. 
| A copy 
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A copy of your Excellency’s letter, dated the 4th of last month, having 
been forwarded to her Highness the Begum, with a request that her Highness 
would be pleased to furnish me with a list of all the villages of the jaidad, 
including a detailed statement of their revenue, I have recently had an answer 


from Resident at from ber Highness, with the required list, copies of which are now submitted 


Lucknow. 


_tionable right, whether the revenue be increase 


. @ positive provision exists for the restitution of the totfeer, or 


for your Exccllency’s pe and inspection, The only sunnud which the 
Begum possesses for her jaidad would seem to be that important instrument 
under your Excellency’s seal, and the signature of the Governor-General, 
Lord Teignmouth, which has of late been so frequently referred to, and 
formed the subject of protracted discussion between your Excellency and me. 


This instrument contains no list whatever of the villages composing the jai- 
dad; but a list of them which was obtained in the year 1204 fusly from the 
then Aumil of the district, Rajah Newaz Sing, by whom they were made over 
by your Excellency’s commands to the Begum, is in my opinion equally 
authentic, alike demonstrative of the question of right to those villages, and is 
now submitted for inspection. 


From the date abovementioned, it is proved that every one of the villages in 
question remained in the possession of the Begum and. her Highness’s officers, 
without any molestation or even claim on the part of the Aumil of Baraitch, or 
of any of the Zemindars or 'Yalookadars of that district, till the commencement 
of the present discussion, occasioned by the manifestly improper conduct of 
Balick ham and his son, in wresting by violence from the possession of the 
Zemindar of Bhingha no less than nineteen of his villages included in the origi- 
nal list of the jaidad, with the intention, not even concealed, of adding those 
villages to the khalsa, and paying their revenue to your Excellency, as is proved 
by the statement of an Ameen deputed by vour Excellency to investigate and 
report upon the merits of this case. I have ever considcred the report of that 
Ameen as decisive of the question at issue of the villages in dispute being a 
part of the zemindaree of Bingha, and consequently of her Highness the Begum’s 
undoubted right to those villages. 


Under the influence of this conviction, I now transmit to your Excellency a 
particular statement of the villages usurped by the Aumil of Baraitch, and I 
trust that your Excellency will be pleased, without any further delay, to issue 
your mandate to Umer Sing, for the immediate surrender of those villages to 
the officers of her Highness the Begum. When the purpose of this just requi- 
sition shall be accomplished, I shall proceed to consider and decide upon the 
other matters in dispute; and after a minute and impartial investigation of all 
the circumstances of each, I shall submit my opinion to your Excellency, in the 
confident expectation of its being approved, and of your Excellency’s cheerful 
acquiescence in my judgment, conformably with your promise to this effect and 
with the desire of the Right Honourable the Governor-General. 


A true copy : 


(Signed) J, BAILLIE, 
Resident. 


P.S. The draft of this letter had been sent to the office to be copied, when 
J had the honour to reccive ped Excellency’s letter of this date; and I shall 
here offer a brief reply to such parts of it as have not been anticipated above. 


Her Highness the Begum has not furnished me hitherto with any statement 
of the revenue of the several villages of Bhingha, nor of any portion of the jaidad, 
nor do I consider such a statement to be necessary. The dispute between her 
Highness and your Excellency relates exclusively to the number and names of 
the villages, and has no reference to their revenue. To every identical village 
which was delivered over by Rajah Newaz Sing your Excellency’s Aymil of 
Baraitch, in the year 1204 fusly, to the person appointed by the Begum to 


Ive C iaic w an exclusive and unques- 
receive charge of the jaidad, her Highness has Lye Se aiaiahed ia that 


pleased to. maintain that 
surplus revenue 
of 


proportion ; unless, indeed, your Excellency should be 
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of the jaidad ‘by the Begum. into. your Excellency’s treasury, which has never 
hitherto been. asserted,:and is,.in my opinion, contrary to the fact.. 


With a reference to all the other matters in dispute between your Excellency 
and her Bippness the Begum, and ‘particularly to your Excellency’s claims 
against her Highness, 1 have already submitted to your Excellency ‘that my 
judginent has not been formed ; and foreseeing a great deal of difficulty in the 
investigation of those claims without deputing Ameens to the scenes of them, 
I am now. loaking oyt. for some. trustworthy and intelligent persons to be 
employed in the capacity of Ameens. When such persons shall be. selected 
for this purpose, I shall have the honour of reporting my selection to her High- 
ness the Begum and .to your Excellency, that Ameens may, be deputed by éach, 
to accompany.those whom I shall appoint, for the performance of this duty. _ 


A true copy : 


(Signed) J. Barrue, 
7 Resident. 





To the Right Honourable Gilbert Lord Minto, Governor: General in Council, 
&e. &e. &e: | 
My Lord: 

1. On the morning of Friday the 7th instant, I received a letter from his 
Excellency the Vizier, in the following terms: ‘ Having conveyed to my friend, 
‘“ the Governor-General, my request of his permission to travel, and his Lord- 
‘«* ship having complied with my request, I write to you to desire that at the 


“ next interview between us tke matter of. my departure may form the first 
“ subject of our discussion.” ; 


2, Being aware, from the character,of his Excellency’s recent conduct and 
counsels, as inferred from the tenor of his letters and reported to me through 
various, channels, that, the object of his renewal on this occasion of a question 
which he had purposely avoided at our conference of the 17th ultimo, was no 
more than a desire to evade the satisfactory adjustment of the remaining points 
in dispute, I deemed it to be advisable to evince the most perfect readiness, on 
my own part, to enter. on this question with his Excellency, whenever he might 
be pleased: to renew it; and, accordingly, I replied,to his letter hy a message to 
this effect, announcing my intention to. wait on him for the purpose of conclud- 
ing the arrangement on the morning of the following day. 


$. On Satyrday the 8th instant, ata conference with his Excellency after 
breakfast, I commenced by referring to and reading a portion of the instruc- 
tions of Government to the late Resident, Colonel Scott, under date the 11th of 
November 1802, which had been translated for his Excellency’s information, 
and iia to him, in person, by Colonel Scott, on the 25th of the same 
month. 


4, His Excellency acknowledged his being in possession of the document to 
which I referred, but professed his forgetfulness of the contents of it; and I 
proceeded to state to his Excellency, from the English copy in my hands, the 
principal arguments for the necessity of concluding an arrangement to provide 
for the due administration of the Government during his Excellency’s absence 
from his dominions. : 


5. The Vizier did not call in question, but seemed rather to admit, the validity 
of the arguments which had thus been adduced. He stated, that he had some 
recollection of similar arguments proposed to him in the first instance verbally 


by Colonel Scott, and afterwards delivered to him in writing. That he would 


search for the paper received from Colonel Scott among his records, and prepare 
an answer to it as soon as possible; after which he trusted that no obstacle 
would oppose his early departure on his travels. I replied that the British 
Government being once pledged to his Excellency, in the person of the Gover- 
nor-Genesal Marquis Wellesley, to make no unnecessary objection to the accom- 
plishment of his Excellency’s wishes on this point, he was sufficiently aware of 
the good faith of the Government in all cases to render additional assurances on 
my part totally superfluous; and that = much your Lordship in Council 

or 
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or myself, from motives of personal friendship for his Excellency, might regret 
his absence from his dominions, he might rely on an implicit adherence to the — 
promises which were made to him on this subject, and on a cordial disposition to 
promote his Excellency’s personal comfort, the honour and true interests of the 
Government, and the happiness of the people of Oude, under any occurrence or 
change of circumstances to be contemplated, as well as in the actual state of 
the administration of his Excellency’s affairs, 


6. I noticed particularly, and requested the attention of the Vizier to two 
principal conditions originally imposed Ly Lord Wellesley on his consent to his 
Excellency’s departure, viz. first, the previous establishment of an approved 
system of administration within the reserved dominions, in terms of the provi- 
sion of the sixth article of the treaty of November 1801; and, secondly, an 
effectual arrangement for the due conduct of that improved system of admini- 
stration, and all other concerns of the Government, more particularly its rela- 
tions with ours, during the absence of its natural head, and under the exercise 
of a delegated and necessarily defective authority. 


7. With a reference to the first of those conditions, I observed, that the only 
possible objections which his Excellency could at any time have proposed to it, 
and which he actually proposed to myself at our first or second conference after 
my arrival at his Court, had long ago been obviated and removed. His Excel- 
Jency had solicited a plan for the better administration of his Government, and 
the formation of that plan had been delayed by unavoidable circumstances, with 
the best and most friendly motives, for a considerable period of time; but a 
beneficial and unexceptionable plan had been ultimately suggested by your 
Lordship, and the details of it had been submitted by me, nay, finally acquiesced 
in by his Excellency, though the execution of them had been unhappily post- 
poned ; and under these circumstances, it was obvious that your Lordship might, 
with justice and propriety, have insisted on the fulfilment of this condition and on 
the establishment of the proposed system of reform, before his Excellency’s depar- 
ture from his dominions. 


8. Yet, on the present occasion, I was authorized and instructed to depart 
from this important original condition of the gratification of his Excellency’s 
wish of a temporary retirement from his Government. ‘Ihe actual introduction 
of the reform before the commencement of his journey would not now be 
required ; but I was particularly commanded to intimate, that the circumstance 
of his Excellency’s departure, and far less the preparations for his journey, would 
not produce the smallest relaxation in the efforts of our Government to accomplish 
the salutary objects of reform, and to prosecute to a satisfactory conclusion 
every one of the questions that were pending. 


9. With regard to the second condition originally annexed to our consent to his 
Excellency’s retirement from his dominions, I observed that the peculiar nature 
of this condition, and of the salutary restrictions prescribed to the exercise of the 
power of Regent in the person of his Excellency’s son, was obviously such as to 
render it totally indispensable in the judgment of your Lordship in Council and 
of every reflecting mind, and that his Excellency must doubtless have been pre- 
pores to acquiesce in those necessary restrictions of his delegated authority to 

is son, on every occasion of his contemplating even the shortest absence trom 
his dominions. It was superfluous, I added, to recapitulate the nature of the 
limitations proposed, or the arguments on which they are founded. - His-Excel- 
lency would find an’ explicit and satisfactory statement of both in the document 
presented to him by Colonel Scott; and all that could be necessary on my part 
was an offer of miy friendly aid and'advice, in preparing the: instrument and 
obligation by which the power and duties of the Regent were to be delegated and 
defined, when the necessity for that measure should be produced by his Exeel- 
lency’s solemn declatation of a resolution to depart from his donunions. . 


10. The Vizier was extremely attentive tome d uring the whole of the gape 
discourse. He promised to deliberate on what he.bad heard, to search for and 
eruse with attention the-translation’ of the instructions of the Government 


which bad been delivered to him by the late Colonel Scott, and to fix an + 
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alay for a conference with me. at the Residency, when his final resolution should 
be announced. } 


11. I now commenced the discussion of a number of other questions depend- 
ing with his Excellency the Vizier, particularly that of the reform of the police 
of his capital, in which the frequency of robbery and other crimes has increased 
in an alarming degree; and [ entreated his Excellency to take measures for the 
detection and punishment of some banditti, supposed to be his Excellency’s ser- 
vants, who had recently committed depredations in the British cantonment and 
in the immediate neighhourhood of the Residency. 


12. After a long conversation on this subject, and some others which have 
been recorded in separate despatches to the address of the Secretary to Govern- 
ment, I took my leave of his Excellency the Vizier; and though his Excellency’ 
had taught me to expect an early communication of his sentiments and final reso- 
lution on the subject of his departure from Lucknow, it was not until the 2@d in- 
stant, after a lapse of a fortnight from the date of our former interview, that I 
had the honour of a visit from his Excellency, for the declared purpose of renew- 
ing this extraordinary discussion, and of settling what he is pleased to describe 
as his own particular object, the most important concern of his heart. 


13. On Saturday the 22d instant, the Vizier did me the honour to breakfast 
with me; and on our retiring into another apartment, I expressed my readiness 
to receive the communication, which his Excellency had promised to make to 
me, of the result of his final deliberation on the subiect of the necessary arrange- 
ments for his early departure from Lucknow. He replied that he had thought 
on the subject occasionally since our last meeting, and had committed his sen- 
timents partially to writing, but that they were not sufficiently digested nor 
arranged to be delivered for my consideration. That of the two conditions an- 
nexed to his departure, the first appeared the easiest and best, and that the 
second was extremely difficult. ‘The question of reform and all the other ques- 
tions depending had better be settled before he set out, so as to supersede the 
other arrangement; and with this view he was ready to commence the work of 
reform, according to treaty, whenever I pleased to propose it; as well as to 
answer my letters.on the other questions at issue, without waiting for your Lord- 
ship’s reply to his letter of the 26th of August. 


14, My original and uniform conviction of the utter fallacy and evasive nature 
and object of the Vizier’s avowed resolution to retire from the Government of 
his country, did not require the confirmation which is contained in the foregoing 
paragraph, as quoted trom his Excellency’s words. I expressed the most genuine 
satisfaction at the resolution which his Excellency announced of establishing the 
system of reform and adjusting the other questions before he should set out on 
lus journey. I admitted, that the satisfactory adjustment of all the depending 
questions would greatly facilitate, though it might not eventually supersede, the 
arrangements for his Excellency’s departure, connected with the powers of the 
Regent and the obligations to be imposed upon him for his due administration of 
the Government with a reference to our interests in Oude. But I contemplated 
the supersession of those arrangements in another more agreeable point of view, 
by the satisfactory adjustment of all the questions that were pending between 
the two Governments, as leading to his Excellency’s dereliction of his present 
disposition to travel, and to subject his sacred person to the dangers and incon- 
venience of a journey. I submitted, that if his Excellency were now, as I 
trusted he must be, sincerely disposed to put an end to every unpleasant discus- 
sion between the British Government and himself, the manner of doing so was 
the simplest and the easiest that could be imagined. . Your Lordship’s deliberate 
judgment on every question at issue was before him, the details of the system of 
reform had been arranged and finally apreed tu in the month of April 1811, and 
the execution of them might now be commenced, without the smallest danger of 
their failure in any essential point, if conducted in the terms of the treaty, with 
our uniform concurrence and advice, which it was his Excellency'’s duty and 
interest to seek and implicitly abide by on every.important occasion, That his 
zealous and cordial concurrence with me in the commencement and progress of 
the reform would afford ample and agreeable employment to his mind, and — 

. " a banish 
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banish all ideas of ‘travelling or retiring from the Government of his country ; 
and that the beneficial result of the salutary measures of reform, combined with 
the satisfactory adjustment. of ‘the. remaining..questions in dispute,. would, of 
necessity, cement and improve the relations of friendship,and harmony subsisting - 
between the two states, in a degreeithat had never hitherto been: known, and — 
could never agaia be susceptible of the smallest diminution. or change. 


15. We now’'entered ‘on the discussion, in a desultory manner however, of: 
the details of the system of reform, and ‘his Excellency’s doubts with regard to 
them, and also of the question of police, and of the clains.of Hoosein Alee: Khan. 
and Alee Nuckee: but as no new arguments were suggested on. either side of 
those questions, I refrain from submitting to your Lordship any further report of. 
our conference. The Vizier, on taking leave of me, assured me that his con- 
sideration of the several questions depending, which had then formed the subject. 
of our discourse, sliould be resumed without any delay ; and that a period of five 
days, or of ten days at the utmost, should place me in complete possession of his 
final resolutions with regard to them. My knowledge of his Excellency’s dis- 
position, combined with the nature and tendency of some reports which are now 

revalent in this city, precludes my placing much reliance. on the promise which 
his Excellency has madeto me. | 


J shall resume the subject of this despatch when circumstances shall appear: to 
require it: 
I have, &c. 


Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Barxurz, 
24th May 1813. Resident: 





To the Right Honourable Gilbert Lord Minto, Governor-General in Council, 
Ke. &e. &c. 
My Lord : 

1. My despatch, under date the 24th ultimo, to your Lordship in Council’s 
address, conveyed a report of my proceedings and discussions with his Excel- 
lency the Vizier on the subject of his avowed inclination to relinquish the 
cares of his Government and to travel to distant countries. The object of the 
renewal of this question by the Vizier, namely, an evasion of the satisfactory 
adjustment of the remaining points in dispute between the two Governments, 
has long been apparent to your Lordship, and did not require to be developed 
by any recent proceedings of mine. 


2. His Excellency’s suspension of his pretended resolution to travel, on the 
ground of the difficulty of concluding a satisfactory arrangement for the 
administration cf the Government in his absence, was exactly what I had 
contemplated before his declaration to this effect; and his declared preference 
of what he is pleased to assume as the alternative of such an arrangement, 
namely, the establishment of a system of reform before the commencement of 
his journey, was no more than a puerile attempt to ascribe his dereliction of a 
design, which he had never seriously harboured, to the imaginary obstacles 
opposed to its execution by us, and to gain time and distract my attention, b 
engaging me im a complicated discussion of several questions at once whic 
are totally unconnected with cach other. 


3. In pursuance of this apparent design, but with a natural diffidence of the 
means on which he had calculated for the success of it, his Excellency liad no 
sooner retired from our conference of the 22d of May, than he transmitted to 
me a statement in writing, extremely equivocal in its sense, but contradictory, 
in as far as imtelligible, of the final result of our conference, and of his pro- 
mise to resume the consideration of the important mg of reform, as 
reported to your Lordship in Council in the concluding paragraph of my 
despatch under date the 24th ultimo. 


4. I insert a verbal translation of his Excellency’s statement referred to, for 
your Lordship in Council’s information. ‘ My  pctmyper to depart on my 
“« travels was the original condition by treaty of my cession of a part of my 


‘¢ dominions, in lieu of the subsidy for the troops to be —— Ba 
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« defence of my country; and:in exchange for this cession by me, it was 
_ © freely and definitively agreed that I should place my son on the musnud as 
| “ my depaty, and proceed whenever I pleased, after signing the treaty of 
** cession, without any sort of: objection, and with every mark of distinction 
and respect. Consequently, as I have performed my agreement, it is now 
‘incumbent on you, that according to promise and treaty I have free 
* permission to depart. But as my favourite son, Shums-oo-Dowlah, 
although adorned with every virtue and good quality, is by no means. so 
* well acquainted as I am with all the affairs of the State, I cannot give him 
‘¢ full authority, like myself, to direct all concerns in my absence, and. to 
“ govern my subjects as I do, and consequently it is my wish to settle matters 
‘* in my own presence, after discussion and consultation with you, and then to 
“ set out on my travels: therefore it is proper that a written instrument, 
“ containing an ample and explicit detail of ali matters, be prepared and 
* delivered to my son, that he may be guided by this instrument during my 
« absence in the conduct, of every affair, and that until my happy return, or 
‘¢ during my absence, no change or deviation may take place ; and that the 
* British Government, in like manner as it has hitherto assisted me, may be 
* aiding and assisting to my son without injury or bias. Do you accordingly 
** begin to write the detail of affairs. And with regard to the question of my 
« departure, which is a great and momentous concern, and has very long been 
‘* suspended, no question can be of equal importance with it, therefore this 
question must first be decided ; for until this question be decided I shall be 
« unable to frame an answer to any other.” 


5. To the above-written statement from the Vizier, received through the me- 
dium of my Moonshee, I replied by a message to this cffect: That the contents 
of the statement in question, in as far as 1 could well understand them, were in 
direct opposition to the result of my conference with his Excellency on the morn- 
ing of the 22d of May, and that a part of it was quite unintelligible. His Excel- 
lency had observed at our conference, that of the two conditions annexed to his 
departure, the first was the simplest and best, the other extremely difficult. That 
the question of reform, and all other questions depending, should be settled 
before he set out ; and that, with this-view, he was ready to resume the discus- 
sion of those questions, without awaiting the reply to his letter to the Governor- 
General, and would communicate his final sentiments regarding them in the spacc 
of five ortendays, That in the statement now received from his Excellency, if 
‘the purport of it were rightly understood, he had. declared the necessity of an 
immediate adjustment of the question of his departure from his dominions, an! 
his determination to avoid every other discussion with me until this point should 
‘be finally settled. ‘That the preface of his Excellency’s statement, in which 
‘the unqualified permisson ‘to depart was made an absolute condition of the 
cession, contained a series of assertions and inferences, not one of which I was 
prepared to admit; and that the treaty of Cession itself, a copy of which was 
in my possession, so far from authorizing the belief that his departure was the 
object of the cession, ‘did not even contain a provision having reference to the 
subject of his-departure, or to the delegation of Lis authority to his son. That 
the particular nature of the instrument which his Excellency seemed anxious to 

repare, and for which materials had been requested from me, (if I understood his 
parr hdeaers meaning,) was already sufficiently explained to him in the document 
presented by Colonel Scott, which his Excellency bad avowed that he possessed, 
and had promised to refer to among. his records ;. but that if any doubts onthe 
subject remained, I should have the honour of waiting on his Excellency the 
next day, and should afford him every necessary explanation. 


6. I-attended bis Excellency. accordingly on Tuesday the ?5th ultimo, and 
after expressing my surprize and concern at the receipt of a document from his 
Excelleney, so inconsistent with the purport of his discourse, and with: the final 
result of our conference, I read and presented to him in writing what I described to 
be the ultimatum of our Government, with a reference to the question of his depar- 
ture, and to supersede not only the use of his Excellency’s statement on this 
occasion, but. of his renewal, at guy future period, of the.questiom to which it 


referréd.. 
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_ 7. My statement, above referred to, was conceived in the following terms. 


“ If your Excellency do really entertain the design of travelling, or of retiripg. 
“ from the government of your country, the only one indispensable condition. 
“ of the accomplishment of your Excellency’s wish is now, finally ‘declaréd. to 
“ you, and is as simple and practicable as can be. -If you acquiesce, there, is 
‘ nothing to do but to fix the day of your departure, and-apprize the Goyeyn- 
‘ment of that day; and if you decline, any future avowal of a disposition ,to 
‘* quit your dominions must, in my mind, be totally useless, since it is impossible 
‘* for our Government to believe that the disposition is seriously entertained. 
“ The condition is briefly as follows. The Regent or occupant of the musnud 
‘© of Oude under a delegated authority, whoever the person may be, must come 
‘ under a solemn obligation to regulate his official proceedings by the advice of 
“ the British Government, and to adopt on every occasion, without hesitation 
* or delay, sucli measures as may be suggested by the Resident, under the 
“ authority of that Government, for the prosperity of the country and happi- 
‘ ness of the people of Oude; as also to refrain from all official measures which 
“ the Resident, under the same authority, may object to, and require the Regent 
“ to desist from : in other words, the administration of all the public concerns 
‘“* of the State must be virtually placed in the hands of the British Government 
“ and its representative, till your Excellency’s return to your dominions. With 
“ regard to your domestic concerns, the management of your family and house- 
‘ hold, your Excellency will, of course, be at liberty to give such authority and 
“ powers to the Regent, as to your E-xcellency’s wisdom may seem meet, and.,to 
“ prepare and furnish him with your written instructions accordingly. “Che 
“ above is the only condition on which your Excellency can retire from your 
“ dominions with the sanction of the British Government; because, -in fact, it is 
“ the only arrangement under which the just rights and interests of that Govern- 
‘“ ment in the State of Oude can be preserved during the period of your: Excel- 
“ lency’s absence. And | have further been commanded to declare to you, that 
if the object of your temporary retirement be a wish to evade or delay-a:re- 
“ form of the system of your administration, or the satisfactory adjustment of 
“ any other point in dispute, this object.cannot be attained by the means in your 
“ Excellency’s contemplation, since no consideration whatever can induce the 
«* British Government torclax in its zealous and strenuons efforts for the.accom- 
“ plishment of the measures in view.” 


‘8. His Excellency, after hearing the above declaration, and receiving it .in 
writing from my hands, observed that it certainly superseded the use of the 
statement which he had sent to me, which had, in fact, been prepared before 
our conference of the 22d., and which he now expressed a wish to withdraw, 
repeating the purport of his promise to resume the consideration of the reform, 
and to apprize me of his final resolution regarding it, within ten days at the 
furthest feom the date of our former conference. I returned his Excellency’s 
statement and took my leave of him, after some desultory conversation on a few 
subordinate matters, which it is unnecessary to repeat to your Lordship. 


9. On the 3lst ultimo I received from his Excellency the Visier what his 
Excellency was pleased to describe to me as a communication of his ‘final and 
unalterable sentiments on the important question of reform, me letter of that 
date to my address, a literal translation of which is submitted for your Lord- 


ship’s perusal. 


10. It is not very difficult to perceive, though the language of ‘is Excel- 
lency’s letter be extremely equivocal throughout, that his object on the present 
occasion, while conveying a reluctant consent to the introduction of a system of 
reform (for the notice of the specific syetem recommended by your Lordship is 
carefully avoided in his letter), is to demonstrate the nia of pro- 
ducing any beneficial change in the present frame of bis Government through 
the agency or influence of ours, without encroachiag on his independent autho- 
rity, as guaranteed by the Honoyrable Company, in a certain degree aud on 
a tain provisions, no doubt, byt misconstrued or rather wilfully perver teal ‘by hi 
#xcellency into a right of doing whatever he pleases on every occasion, without 
reference to our opinion or advice. a 


n~ 


un“ 
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11. Another.though a more remote abject in his Excellency’s view 1s proba- 
bly that which is described in the instructions of the Government to me, con- 
veyed by the Chief Secretary’s despatch under date the 21st of June 1811, viz., 
by a previous intimation that he adopts the proposed system of reform in com- 
pliance with your Lordship’s desire, under a conviction of its probable fatlure, 
combined with the secret intention of realising by clandestine means the imagi- 
ginary obstacles which oppose it, to preserve an ultimate: pretext for ascribing 
the eventual failure of some of the measures of reform, or a partial defalcation 
of his revenue, to the inetficacy of the system proposed. 


12. Under the influence of this construction of his Excellency’s purposes and 
views, which is drawn from my knowledge of his character as well as from the 
tenor of his letter, I have deemed it to be my duty to prepare and transmit -to 
his Excellency an answer conceived in such terms as seem calculated to frustrate 
his object, und to place in their proper light the relative rights and obligations:of 
the British Government and his Excellency, with a reference to the introduction 
and progress of the reform of his Excellency’s Government, and to every impor- 
tant measure of the public administration of Oude, undertaken with or without 
tiie advice and concurrence of our Government. A copy and transtation of the 
letter which I addressed‘ to the Vizier on this occasion are submitted for your 
Lordship’s perusal, and I shall be highly gratified to learn that it obtains the 
honour of your approbation. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow Residency, (Signed) I, BAILLIE, 
5th June 1813. Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 31st May 1813.) 


On the 17th of Shabaun, 1227 Hieguree (26th August 1812), laddresseda let- 
ter-to the Right Honourable the Governor-General, containing an answer to the 
-contents of his Lordship’s letter dated the 8th of May 1812 (25th of Rubbee- 
eos-sanee 1227), a statement of the difficulties attending the introduction of 
the plan of reform for certain reasons, and.a request of information on certain 
points, and of the extirpation of the disaffected and rebellious from my coun- 
try. His Lordship, in his letter of the 5th of March 1813 (1st of Rubbee-ool- 
Avvul 1228) recently received, from want of leisure or from some other cause, 
has not replied to any part of my letter above noticed, but has insisted on the 
content; of his own. As I have repeatedly said to you at otir recent con- 
ferences that | am disposed to ‘perform whatever is contained in ‘the treaty, 
and have never departed, nor shall ever depart from it; and as I further 
promised, at our last conference, to send you a written statement of my wishes 
on this point in ten days, therefore, from necessity, contemplating the present 
disordered state of the country, occasioned by the delay in quelling disturb- 
ances and the consequent loss of revenue, without awaiting the receipt of his 
Lordship’s reply to my statements, I send for your perusal a copy of the last 
paragraph of a discussion, containing a summary of the provisions of treaty 
between the two States, agreeably to which, without the smallest deviation, rot 
even the point of a hair, I am y:repared to establish such a system of adminis- 
tration in my dominions, as shall be conducive to the prosperity ‘of my sub- 
jects, and be calculated to secure the lives and ‘property of the inhabitants. 
Do you peruse the enclosed document with attention and care, and keep 
the contents of it always in view, so that nothing contrary to its tenor may. 
occur. : 

“© The Governor-General now proceeds to state the general principles by 


which the connexion and intercourse between the two States are to be 
regulated henceforth. : 


4 


“© By the terms of the treaty concluded between the British Government and 
his Excellency the Vizier on the 10th November 1801, his Excellency the 
Nawaub’s authority is to be completely established within his reserved domi- 
nioas, and to be exercised through his Excellency’s own officers and servants, 
the British Government having engaged to guarantee the establishment and 

© exercise 


6¢ 
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Bengat.Political exercise of his‘Excellency’s authority within his reserved dominions, and the. 

e ‘© Governor-General will never depart from this engagement, His Excellency 
== «has engaged to-establish within his reserved dominions such a system of 
-dyetter = «6 adininistration as‘ shall-be conducive to the prosperity of ‘his subjects, and be 


_ Mam, the Nisier- <6 calculated: to secure the lives and property of the inhabitants.” This system 


ei © of administration is to be carried mto effect by ‘his-Exvettency’s own officers 
“ and servants, and by his own authority. <r a 


* His Excellency has also engaged always to advise with, and to act in 
“ conformity to, the counsel of the officers of the Honourable Company. 
* In the establishment, therefore, of an improved system of administration 
within the reserved dominions, and also in all affairs connected with the 
* ordinary government of those dominions, and with the usual exercise of his 
« Excellency’s established authority, the Vizier has engaged to advise with the 
“ British Government and to conform to its counsels. | 


_ Those counsels will always be offered to his Excellency in the form of. 
* friendly advice, and inthe spirit of reciprocal confidence and of mutual 
“ regard and respect. 


« The Governor-General, when the importance of the subject shall require,. 
# and the nature of the occasion shali admit his immediafe intercourse with the 
* Vizier, will offer the advice of the British Government to his Excellency by 
“ a direct communication, either in person or by letter. 


‘¢ Fhe British Resident at Lucknow, however, is the constituted local repre- 
“ sentative of the British Government, and the ordinary and established. 
* channel of communication in all cases whatever. 


‘© Fhe Resident will, therefore, in tlee common course of business, offer to. 
_“ the Vizier the advice of the British Government in the name of the Governor- 
“General ; and in every case which may require the Resident to state such 
** advice, it is to be received as proceeding immediately from the Governor- 
“ General. 


** Such advice will be offered by the Resident in all practicabie cases, under 
the general or specific orders of the Governor-General. 


« The Resident must advise the Nawaub with perfect cordiality, and. must 

“ employ every endeavour to coincide with his Excellencyio an uniform course 
“ of measures, and to unite sincerely with his Excellency in carrying into effect 
“ exclusively under his atte ie authority and through his Excellency’s 
| «€ 
‘ | 
ad 


officers, those measures which shall be determined upon, in conformity to the 

counsels of the British Government. In cases requiring the aid of the British 

Government, or the assistance of the British troops, they shall be employed 
‘‘ according to the exigency of the occasion. . 


‘ The Resident must conduct himself towards the Nawaub Vizier, on all 
‘¢ occasions, with the utmost degree of respect, conciliation, and attention, and 
‘¢ must maintain cordial union and harmony in all transactions, and must 
* endeavour to impart strength and stability to his Exceltency’s authority.. 


© The Resident must never proceed to act in the affairs of the reserved 
“ dominions without previous consultation with his Excellency or with his 
“ minister; and the Resident must, in the first instance, observe strict secrecy 
‘¢ with regard to the subject of such consultations, until the measures to.:be. 
adopted shall be finally determined. | 


“ Under these regulations, the Governor-General expects that the Nawaub 
** Vizier will act in conformity to the advice and representations of the 
“ Resident: and as no question of difficulty remains between the British 
“ Government and his Excellency, the Governor-Géneral entertains 4 confident 
“ hope that no future vexation can occur in the transaction of affairs.” * 
Atruetranslation:, 00. 7 
. (Signed): J.-Baiiure, - 
ees ee ee Se Fe Resident. : 
To: 
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To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 4th June 1813.) 


I have had the honour to receive your Excellency's letter, dated the Sist 
ultimo; and the contents of it, though not distinctly expressive of your 
Excellency’s acquiescence in the views of our Government, nor free from 
equivocation and doubt, yet as indicative of a final resolution to adopt the 
salutary system of government so often recommended to your Excelleney by 
me, have afforded satisfaction to my mind. 


Of the document which your Excellency has transmitted to me I was, of 
course, in possession before. ‘There are copies of it in English and Persian 
deposited among the records of my office. Its provisions have been ever in 
my view. It is quoted in the Right Honourable the Governor-General's 
letter to your Excellency, and forms the basis of every proposition which has 
hitherto been offered to your Excellency by his Lordship in Council, or by 
me, and it is impessible that the smallest deviation from it should have ever 
taken place upon our part, or should even be wished for by me on any future 
occasion, On the part of your Excellency, however, I am impelled by justice 
and candor, as well as by motives of regard for the future welfare and true 
interests of your Government, to declare, that from the date of the instrument 
referred to, in as far as my records exhibit, generally, and during the period of 
my own residence at your Excellency’s Court, particularly, the obligation “ to 
« advise with and conform to the counsels of the officers of the Honourable 
«* Company,” has been forgotten, or treated with disregard. Not a measure 
of your Excellency’s administration has proceeded with the concurrence of 
our Government, nor has your Excellency ever been pleased, on any one 
important occasion, to require my opinion or advice, nor even to apprize me 
of your measures before they were carried into effect ; and therefore if your 
Excellency’s authority and power, the establishment and maintenance of which 
have been guaranteed by the British Government, on the obvious and express 
provision of their being uniformly exercised with its advice, had in fact 
suffered injury or diminution, if a much more considerable defalcation in the 
revenues of your country had occurred, the responsibility must have all been 
your own, and the British Government must have been totally free from it. 


But now, in opposition to the past, if this wise and important stipulation is 
indeed to be strictly adhered to; if your Excellency have sincerely deter- 
mined * to advise with the British Government, and to conform to its counsels 
‘¢ in all affairs connected with the government of those dominions and with 
“* the exercise of your established authority,” you may, in this case, be fuily 
assured, and your august heart may rely with confidence on the assurance, that 
no future injury can arise to the exercise of your power and authority, nor to 
the honour and dignity of your Government, which on the contrary must daily 
increase with the comfort and happiness of your subjects, the prosperity of 
the country and people, the security of their property and lives, 


Upon those principles, and influenced by this wise resolution, your Excel- 
lency should have no hesitation in commencing the work of reform without 
any further delay, relying on my friendly advice and my cordial and Zealous 
assistance in the commencement and progress of the arrangements, till they 
be brought to a happy conclusion. For this purpose I transmit to your 
Excellency a copy of our original agreement. under date the 4th of April 
1811 (9th Rubbee-ool-Avvul 1226), to which I solicit your particular and 
constant attention, that no departure from the tenor of it may take place. 


In answer to your Excellency’s remark, that your acquiescence in this satu- 
tary arrangement (if such may be inferred from your letter) has been produced 
‘“‘ by necessity, &c. without awaiting the receipt of a reply to your statements 
“ from the Right Honourable the Governor-General,” I am happy to be 
enabled te inform you that his Lordship’s reply to your letter under date the 
26th of August may be very shortly expected, and that I hope to have the 
honour of presenting it to your —— within a limited period of time, 


when 
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when I confidently hope and expect that the necessity by which your Exeel- 
lency would seem to be influenced on this occasion, will be changed into a 
cordial conviction of the wisdom and expedience of the several measures of 
reform, and a desire to promote their success by every exertion in your power. 
But, as I am already fully apprized of his Lordship’s sentiments on this subject, 
and have been recently authorized and commanded to declare those sentiments 
to your Excellency, i ‘submit to your Excellency, in the mean time, that ‘a 
delay to give effect to the reform, in the contemplation or -hope of any change 
in his Lordship’s opinion regarding it, is not only unnecessary but unwise, and 
that, with a view to his Lordship’s satisfaction, the sooner we commence it 
the better. At the same time I suggest to your Excellency, that as, after the 
commencement of this work, both your Excellency’s attention and my own 
must be totally engrossed by its importance, and no other less momentous 
concern should be permitted to engage our attention, it seems peculiarly 
advisable and expedient that the only two remaining points in dispute, namely, 
the cases and claims of Hoosein Alee Khan and Alee Nuckee Khan, should be 
previously adjusted by your Excellency in the terms of my recent letters, 
which have been submitted to the notice of the Government and have obtained 
its entire approbation. | 


A true copy : 
(Signed) J. Bariuir, 
Resident. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 2d July, 1813.) 


A considerable period has elapsed since I had the honour to receive your 
Excellency’s letter in reply to that which I addressed to you on the 8th of May, 
1812, on the several important topics which have for some time past formed 
the subject of negotiation between your Excellency and this Government, but 
their contents have not failed to occupy a large portion of ny attention. The 
delay which has occurred in the preparation of my answer to your Excellency’s 
letters has not been occasioned by the difficulty or intricacy of the subjects in 
discussion, nor by any doubts which the objections stated by your Excellency; 
either in those letters or in your correspondence and conferences with the 
Resident, have created in my mind, with regard to the justice, expediency, or 
practicability of the measures which you have been counselled to adopt. It 
has arisen partly from the occupation of my time by other matters of public 
exigency which would not admit of delay, and partly by a hope which I was 
led to entertain, that the operation on your Excellency’s judgment and good 
sense of the powerful and unanswerable arguments which had been opposed 
by the Resident to the doubts and objections offered by your Excellency to 2 
compliance with the just expectations of the British Government, would have 
enabled me to address your Excellency, in reply to your letters above ac- 
knowledged, in terms of congratulation at the satisfactory adjustment of all 
the questions which had so long been depending, and especially on the fair 
prospect of an effectual removal of the acknowledged evils of the present system 
of your Government, and of an early and substantial improvement in the 
revenues and resources of the state, in the wealth, cultivation, and population 
of your territories, and in the security, prosperity, and happiness of your people, 
which must be the certain consequence of the introduction into your dominions 
of that salutary system of administration which has been so earnestly recom- 
mended to your adoption. as 


It is with sincere regret and disappointment, proportioned to the deep in- 
terest which I must always take in the prosperity of your Excellency’s affairs, «: 
that I find myself compelled again to address you in terms of remonstrance and 
expostulation, which it can neither be agreeable to me to use nor to your 
Excellency to hear. , 


While, however, my disappointment has been extreme at the failure of the 
Resident’s endeavours to obtain your cordial assent to some of.the most im- 
portant requisitions conveyed in iy former letters, and those of theVice-President 


during my absence from Fort Wiiliam, and in the representations which = jor 
aillie 
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Baillie has addressed to you in my name and under my instructions, I have’ 
derived great.satisfaction from the settlement of some questions of no incon- 
siderable moment, which has been effected since my last address to your 
Excellency. I shall advert to these points, and to the arrangements connected 
with them, which still remain to give effect to your Excellency’s decisions, before 
I close this letter: but it is necessary, in the. first place, to draw your atten- 
tion to those questions on which your Excellency has continued to withhold 
your consent to the just and reasonable expectations and demands urged by the 
British Government, under the clear and unequivocal sanction of existing 
treaties and engagements. 


The most prominent of these, in point of interest and general importance, is 
the reform of your Excellency’s administration; or, to speak with more pre- 
cision, the first step towards a radical reform of the existing abuses of your 
Government, by the introduction of an improved system of assessment, manage- 
ment, and collection of the land revenue throughout the whole of your 
dominions. 7 


It can hardly be necessary to recall to your Excellency’s recollection the 
tenor.of my letter of the 28th December 1810, in which the right of this 
Government to propose to your Excellency the introduction of a reform, and 
the obligation imposed on you by treaty to adopt that advice, were proved 
beyond the reach of contradiction, and the outline of'a specific plan of reform 
was offered to your Excellency’s consideration, and recommended by the 
strongest appeal to your Excellency’s humanity, understanding, and good faith. 
At your Excellency’s desire, the Resident laid before you the measures of detail 
by which this plan might be carried early into effect, with ease, security, and 
success. After a minute and elaborate discussion of the several points com- 
prized in my letter above referred to, your Excellency was pleased to admit in 
the fullest manner, the necessity of a reform in your administration, the obliga- 
tion on your Excellency to carry it into effect in conformity to the counsel of 
the British Government, and your assent generally to the specific plan pro- 
posed. You also signified your acquiescence in the subsidiary arrangements for 
carrying it into effect, submitted to you by the Resident, with exception to 
some points in which, in compliance with your Excellency’s wishes, a compro- 
mise was agreedto. Notwithstanding all these assurances, given both verbally 
and in writing, in a manner little less authentic and formal than if they had 
been reduced to the form ofa treaty, and equally binding on your Excellency’s 
honour and good faith, your Excellency was pleased suddenly to retract your 
consent, and to oppose the most determined resistance to every effort on the 
part of the Resident, acting under the positive orders of this Government, to 
induce your Excellency to abide by the terms of your engagements, and your 
own specific assent to the plan submitted to you. To recapitulate the arou- 
ments by which the proposition contained in my letter above referred to was 
supported, or those by which your Excellency’s objections were successfully 
repelled and refuted by the Resident, in the correspondence and conferences 
which ensued, would be to renew a discussion which has already been com- 
pletely exhausted. Equally unnecessary must it be again to express the astonish- 
ment and concern which were excited in my mind by your Excellency’s extra- 
ordinary condugt, in refusing to abide by your own written and positive assent, 
by which the accomplishment of this great and beneficial object has for a time 
been frustrated. I cannot help, however, declaring to your Excellency, in the, 
most unreserved manner, that I am unable to perceive a single argument or ob- 
jection which you have advanced in the course of the protracted negotiation 
that has taken place on this subject, which has not been successfully combated 
by the Resident, and I am persuaded that a candid and dispassicnate review of 
the letters which I have had the honour to address to you, and of the letters of 
the Resident, will impress this conviction as forcibly on your Excellency’s mind 
as on my own. : 


When, indeed, I reflect on the nature of the objections which you have raised 
to this measure, they appear to me quite unworthy of the penetrating and just 
understanding for which your Excellency is renowned. With the example of 
the Ceded Provinces before your eyes, where the establishment of the — 
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which is now recommended to your Excellency has not only promoted: the 
prosperity, happiness, and contentment of the country and the people in an 
eminent degree, but materially augmented and secured the public revenue, I 
cannot understand your Excellency’s apprehension of a loss of revenue arisin 
from the introduction of the same system into your reserved dominions. In 
the certain support of the British Government in carrying into effect all your 
arrangements, and in overawing any of your refractory servants or subjects who 
may be prompted by their corrupt personal views to oppose the introduction of 
the reform, your Excellency possesses an unfailing security against any diminu- 
tion of your just authority. | 


The advice of the British Government on this fmportant subjecce has been 
dictated by a spirit of the most sincere friendship, and by the direct and cor- 
dial interest which it takes in the prosperity of your affairs and the tranquillity 
of your dominions, as well as by he powerful motive stated in my letter of the 
28th December 1810, the necessity of reforming a system under which the 
troops of the British Government are called upon to employ their exertions in 
support of injustice, extortion, and oppression. Influenced by these motives, 
it is impossibie that this Government can ever propose to your Excellency the 
adoption of a measure having the most remote tendency to diminish your per- 
sonal consequence, or impair the just authority of your Government, which it 
is, on the contrary, both the interest and the duty, as well as the anxious desire 
of the British Government to uphold and support, and for the maintenance of 
which nothing will be so effectual as the establishment of the system of ad- 
ministration which has been recommended to your adoption. Your Excellency 
cannot suppose, that by conforming to the advice of the British Government 
your independent authority is weakened, or your consequence lowered in the 
eyes of your subjects or the world. Your Excellency knows that the same 
treaty which secures to you the exercise of your authority within your reserved 
dominions, confers on the British Government the right to offer, and imposes 
on your Excellency the obligation to conform to its advice, and that that advice 
has never been adopted by your Excellency in a single instance in which it has 
not manifestly redounded to your genuine interest and reputation. ‘The British 
Government will never so far forget the duties of a sincere friend, as to with- 
hold from your Excellency that counsel which it is entitled and required by 
treaty to offer, and to which your Excellency is bound by the same solemn 
obligation to conform, from an unworthy desire to conciliate your temporaty 
good-will, by a sacrifice of the permanent interests and happiness of yourself 
and your subjects. A little reflection will satisfy your Excellency, that a just 
view of your substantial interests will identify the dictates of your own judg- 
ment with the advice of the British Government. 


Entertaining the most deliberate conviction of the advantage, nay, necessity, 
of the proposed reform in your administration, of the right possessed by this 
Government to urge your Excellency to introduce it, and of the. obligation 
which the treaty, as explained and confirmed by the result of your negotiation 
with the Marquess Wellesley at Lucknow, imposes on you to attend to the 
advice and opinion of the British Government in carrying into effect that salu- 


‘tary arrangement, the British Government would have been entitled, and 


was perhaps required, on receiving your Excellency’s acquiescence in the specific 
plan of reform which had been proposed, to insist on your Excellency’s pro- 
ceeding without delay to carry it into effect, in concert with the Resident. 


The necessity of a reform of your Excellency’s administration was no new 
idea created by recent occurrences in your Excellency’s territaries, although its 
necessity was strongly confirmed by them and by the experience of every day, 
but had been long felt and admitted, both by the British Government and by 
your Excellency, even before the Treaty of Cession, as is sufficiently manifest 
from the provisions of that treaty and the negotiations which preceded it. 


_ When, therefore, the existence of the evil was 60 fully admitted, aud a spe- 
cific remedy agreed to, after a careful and deliberate examination, your Excel 
lency cannot fail to recognise, in the patience which the. British Government 


and its representative at your I'xcellency’s Court have submitted to the volumi- 
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sous and laborious discussions which have since arisen exclusively from your 
Excellency’s fancied apprehensions and unsubstantial doubts of the expediency 
and practicability of the plan, the strongest proof of the forbearance and mode- 
ration of the British Government, and of its anxious desire to afford every prac- 
ticable degree of satisfaction and assurance to your Excellency’s mind, on every 
part of the arrangement to which you had already given your express assent. 


Not a single argument or objection has been stated by your Excellency, 
whether applying to the general principle of the arrangement or to its subordi- 
nate parts, to the speculative advantages of the proposed system or to its prac- 
tical details, to its immediate or its remote consequences, which has not been 
respectfully entertained, deliberately examined, and successfully refuted. 


_ To what, then, am I to attribute your Excellency’s persevering opposition to 
this most salutary measure? I cannot, consistently with my bigh opinion of your 
sagacity and discernment, ascribe it to a conviction of the solidity of doubts and 
Wigan which have been so often proved to be groundless; and I am com- 
pelled therefore to adopt, although with extreme reluctance, the only conclusion 
which remains, namely, that your Excellency has formed a decided resolution 
to oppose the introduction of the reform under all circumstances, and that your 
repeated expressions of doubt, alarm, and apprehension, are employed with the 
sole view of perplexing and prolonging the negotiation, in the vain hope that the 
question will ultimately be abandoned by the British Government, in despair of 
obtaining your acquiescence. 


I most earnestly caution your Excellency against admitting into your mind 
for a moment so delusive an expectation. You may rely implicitly on the 
assurance which I give you, that however desirous your Excellency may be to 
evade the performance of your engagements, the British Government will not 
cease to require you to fulfil them, and that no lapse of time, and no change 
of circumstances, will induce the British Government to relinquish a measure 
which it considers to be so essential to the welfare and happiness of your 
Excellency’s subjects, to the promotion of your own substantial ease, comfort, 
and advantage, and to the reputation and interest of both Governments, and 
which it is bound by the most solemn obligations to persevere in secing carried 
into effect according to the provisions of the treaty. 


I request your Excellency to reflect, that by persisting in your refusal to carry 
into effect, through the medium of your own officers and with the advice and 
assistance of the officers of the British Government, a system of administration 
for your reserved dominions, conducive to the prosperity of your subjects and 
calculated to secure the lives and property of the inhabitants, you will violate 
an express stipulation of the Treaty of 1801. Let me entreat your Excellency, 
with all the warmth and sincerity of friendship, to consider for a moment the 
consequences in which you may involve yourself by such a course of conduct, 
and to hasten to avert them, by entering with zeal and cordiality into the views 
of the British Government, directed by a desire to promote your interests 
and those of your subjects, which are inseparable from its own, and by applying 
‘yourself, in concert with the Resident, to carry into early and complete effect 
in all its branches, the plan of reform to which you have given your assent. 
Your Excellency may rely on the cordial, able, and zealous co-operation of the 
Resident in this great and beneficial work, and on the constant and effectual 
support of the British Government, and you will ultimately enjoy the benefits 
of the improved administration in the augmentation of your resources, the 
comparative ease and regularity of the collections, the tranquillity of the country, 
and the general prosperity and happiness of your subjects. : 


The Resident, whose conduct through the whole of the negotiation with your 
Excellency on the question of reform has merited my entire approbation, and 
who is acquainted with my views aud furnished with my instructions on every 
branch of the subject, is prepared, in concert with your Excellency, to enter on 
the necessary arrangements for carrying this salutary work into effect, and I 
confidently expect that it will now be set on foot without further delay or 
Opposition on the part of your Excellency. | 
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The next point of those remaining unsettléd, to which I shall ‘call your 
Excellency’s attention, is the case of Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan. — is 


The injuries which this respectable person has sustained at the hands of your 
Excellency’s Aumil of Sandee are so well known to your Excellency from \ ajor. 
Baillie’s representations and the inspection of authentic documents, as to render 
a repetition of them unnecessary. ne 


The resutt. of my deliberate judgment in the case of Moonshee Alee Nuckee 
Khan was finally stated to your Excellency in a letter from the Resident under 
date the 29th April 1813, to which no reply has been received. From that 
letter your Excellency will have learned, that I am entirely satisfied of the 
validity of the Moonshee’s claim, as described by the Resident, and tliat I deem 
it incumbent on your Excellency’s justice to issue your positive orders without 
delay to the Aumil of the district of Sandee for the release and restoration to the 
Moonshee of his hereditary possessions in that district, with the amount of the 
rents which have been collected from them during the period of his being out 
of possession, and for his being permitted to farm the villages in his zemindaree 
ata fair and moderate assessment; also to the several persons who have built 
houses on the Moonshee’s ground: without his consent for the immediate removal 
of their buildings, and for the reinstatement of the Moonshce’s sons, the only 
legitimate grand-children of Sulam Oolla Khan, in the houses and other posses- 
sions of which they have been unjustly deprived. 


I now renew my request to your Excellency to issue orders to the foregoing 
effect without any delay, in order that justice may at last be rendered to this 
much ivjured person. ) 


The case of the unfortunate Hoosein Alee Khan, the second son of the late 
Hyder Beg Khan, whose family has so many claims to the consideration both of 
your Excellency’s house and of the British Government, has been so thoroughly 
canvassed, as to leave nothing to be said but a renewal of the expression of my 
unalterable conviction of his right to the restoration of the pensiun granted to 
the family by the late Nawaub Asuf:ood-Dowlah, through the mediation of 
the Marquess Cornwallis, and enjoyed until your Excellency’s accession to the 
musnud. My deliberate judgment on this point has been recently stated to 
your Excellency, in my name, by the Resident, in a letter of the 1st of May, to 
which you have returned no answer. : 


The actual grant of the stipend, and the receipt of it by the family till your 
Excellency’s accession, are capable of the most undoubted proof; and the Resi- 
dent has repeatedly declared his readiness to prove them, either by a reference to 
the records of the Residency, or by the evidence of respectable inhabitants of 
Lucknow on oath. Your Excelleney’s ignorance of the circumstance of the 
original grant, therefore, the only ground on which you have been pleased to 
refuse the restoration of the stipend, may be removed at your pleasure; and I 
feel myself entitled to call upon your Excellency, under the specific authority 
which this Government derives from your Excellency’s letter to Mr. Wellesley, 
of the 26th of October 1801, to restore to this unfortunate family the means of 
subsistence of which they have so long been deprived without any grounds of 


alleged misconduct, excepting in the case of the elder brother, whose disgraceful 


and inhuman conduct towards his brother only constitutes an additional and 
most powerful argument for the restoration of the stipend in favour of the latter, 
and of those branches of the family who are left in a condition of distress by 
Akbur Alee’s unjust appropriation of the at i ol his deceased father. On this 
rae I must again refer your Excellency to the Vice-President’s letter of 15th of 

farch 1811, the reasoning contained in which appears to me to be unanswerable. 


The Resident has my orders to renew his instances to your Excellency on this 
subject, and it is my request and expectation that your Excellency will attend to 
bis representations. ‘e | ms = = : 


» - The unhappy differences which have so long subsisted between your Excel- 


Jency and her Highness Shums-oon-Nissa Begum, and the failure of the zealous 
endeavours of the Resident to effecta mitigation of her Highness’s distresses and 


to inediate a reconciliation, have been a source of extreme ‘concern to me. Her 


Highness’s 


—— = - 
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¥lighness’s ultimate resolution to rétire to the Honourable Company's dominions, 
and her actual removal to Elahabad, with the subsequent consent of your Lxcel- 
Jency to the commutation on the fair and just terms proposed by the Kesident of 
her Highness’s jagier and khassa for a fixed payment in money, have relieved me 
‘from the necessity of dwelling on that distressing subject. I trust the inpedi- 
ments which I understand opposed the completion of this arrangement have been 
‘yemoved, and that it has been satisfactorily adjusted. 


There is only one point connected with her Highmess’s affairs which it is néces- 
sary for me to press on your Excellency’s attention, namely, the restitution of the 
possessions derived by her Highness from her ancestors at Delhi, which are still 
retained in your Excellency’s hands, together with payment of the rents and pro- 
fits arising froin them since they have been held by your Excellency. A list of 
those possessions was submitted to your Excellency by the Resident in the month 
of Zeekaad 1227, and your Excellency declared to the Begum your intention of 
ordering restitution: it can, therefore, only be necessary to recall this circum- 
stance to your recollection, to; insure the immediate performance of your pro- 


‘mise ; and I accordingly request that you will immediately send an order for the 


delivery of the lands, houses, and gardens in question, to such person as her 
Highness may appoint to receive them, and that you will pay the amount which 
has been received by your Excellency on account of them into the Resident's 
treasury, on account of the Begum. Your Excellency’s early compliance with 
this just demand will be received as a. mark of your friendship and attention to 
the advice of the British Government. 


Your Excellency’s assent to the arbitration by the Resident of all differences 
between your Excellency and her Highness the Bhow Begum, has laid the foimn- 
dation of a satisfactory adjustment of all al asta questions between your Ex- 
cellency and her Highness. The rigbt of the British Government, or its repre- 
sentative at your Excellency’s Court, to exercise the functions of an arbitrator in 
all those disputes cannot be justly contested, and I have derived much satissac- 
tion from perceiving the conviction which has been produced on your Excel- 
lency’s mind in that respect. The affairs of the khoord muhl, which were a 
source of so much vexatious correspondence and controversy with your Excel- 
Jency, have happily been adjusted, by the submission of the ladies of the muhl to 


‘the just authority of the Begum: nothing remains, therefore, to be said in reply 


to that part of your Excellency’s letter which relates to that subject, except to 
express my satisfaction at the result. 


Your Excellency’s declaration of your desire to render justice to the Sepoys of 
the Honourable Company who may be aggrieved by your officers, is perfectly 
satisfactory to my mind; and the mode of decision in such cases which your 
Excellency has been pleased to adopt, cannot but meet my entire approbation 
and concurrence. 


Your Excellency’s final acquiescence in the unrestricted employment of the 
British troops stationed within your dominions in the pursuit and apprehension 
of marauders committing depredations in the Company's provinces, and seeking 
shelter in your territories, asa measure deemed essential to the security and 
tranquillity of the Company’s adjoining districts, has also been a source of great 
satisfaction to the British Government. Your Excellency may rely with con- 
fidence on the discreet exercise of that power by the officers of this Government. 


I cannot conclude this letter without endeavouring to impress on your Excel- 
Jency’s mind the solemn nature of the obligation by which you are bound to 
resort to the friendly advice and assistance of the British Government, not only 
in such extraordinary and important affairs as those which have formed the 


‘principal topics of my present address, but in the ordinary administration of 


your Government. By a careful observance of this rule, your Excellency will 
secure to the utmost practicable extent the easy, tranquil, and regular trans- 
action of your affairs, and will be enabled to avoid those vexatious controversies 
and discussions which must inevitably be the result of a deviation from this 


‘salutary course. 


_I must always regret the necessity of addressing your Excellency in the lan- 


guage of complaint, remonstrance, and expostulation. It is ‘my earnest wish 


that 
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_ To her Mighheds Shums-oon-Nissa Begum. (Written 2d July 1813.) 


‘Although a considerable time has elapsed since I was honoured by the 
reevipt of your Highness’s letter, the contents of it have always been present 
to my mind, and the instructions which I have issued from time to time to the 
‘Resident at Lucknow on the subject of your Highness’s affairs will have 
manifested the interest which T have taken in them, while his communications, 
conveying to you my own sentiments on all points, have supplied the defect of 
a direct answer to your Highness’s letter, which I have been prevented from 
‘addressing to you by a variety of circumstances, which it would be tedious 
to récite, 

Iam unable to express in adequate terms the extreme concern and grief 
with which I perused the afflicting recital of your Highness’s distresses so 
feelingly pourtrayed in that letter, my sincere sympathy in your severe and 
unmerited sufferings, and the poignant regret with which I learned the failure 
of the utmost exertions of the Resident to effect a mitigation of them, and to 
mediate a reconciliation between your Highness and his Excellency the Vizier, 
which might have enabled you to continue to reside in his Excellency’s 
dominions, and to enjoy the ease, security, and contentment to which your 
high rank and many eminent virtues so justly entitle you. =~ 


Your Highness having finally adopted the resolution to withdraw from the 
dominions of Oude and to fix your residence in the Company’s provinces, all 
that remained to be done by the Resident, acting under my orders, and moved 
by his own personal respect for your Highness and sympathy for your sufferings, 
was to adopt such measures as were in his power to facilitate your journey, to 
accompany it with those marks of respect and honour, on the part of the 
British Government, which are due to ycur exalted rank, and to provide for 
your henourable reception at Elahabad, the place which your Highness had 
selected for your residence. . 


It has been highly gratifying to me to learn that Major Baillie’s proceedings 
have given satisfaction to your Highness; and I request you to be assured, that 
it is the earnest desire of the British Government that your residence in the 
Company’s provinces may prove a source of comfort and tranquillity to your 
mind, and may gradually diminish the acuteness of your mental distresses. 


Since your Higliness’s departure from Lucknow, Major Baillie has been 
sedulously employed in effecting an arrangement for the commutation, on fair 
and just principles, of your Highness’s jagier and khassa for a regular pay- 
ment in money; and J have reason to hope that he has been able to effect that 
desirable object on terms which will prove satisfactory to your Higliness. Major 
Baillie has also received my instructions to renew his requisition to the Vizier 
for the restitution of the possessions which your Highness has derived from 
your ancestors at Delhi, and their transfer from the hands of his Excellency’s 
agents to a person to be appointed by your Highness to receive charge of then 
for your benefit. I trust that no unnecessary delay will take place in the 
adjustment of this point, on which you will receive a communication fron} 
Major Baillie. 

(Signed) § Munro. 


*, 
-* t 


To Major J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir : | 

1. Thg.communication to you of the final result of the deliberations of the 
Governor-General in Council on the contents of your despatches of the dates 
noted in the margin,* reporting the progress of your negotiation with the 
Vizier 6n the important question of refurm, and other points of discussion 
6 P between 


* Sist August, #4, 7th, 9th, 12th, and 18th September, Sth October, Btth Novettiber, 28, 5th, 
deed Oth Deceiver 1812 ; Vth April, Gth, aid UGth May, ahd 5th Juné 1618. 
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between the British Government and his Excellency, to which those despatches: 
refer, has been suspended, until the state of the public business should admit 


_of the preparation of an answer to the letters addressed by the Vizier to the 


Governor-Geueral,. in reply to his Lordship’s letter of the 8th of May 1812, 
and transmitted with your despatches to the Persian Secretary of the 9th of Sep- 
tember and 5th of December, and to his Excellency’s separate letter relating 
to the affairs of her Highness Shums-oon-Nissa Begum, transmitted with your 
despatch to the Persian Secretary of the 2d of December. 


2. The Governor-General having now replied to those letters, I.am directed 
to transmit to you the enclosed copy in English of the letter which his Lord- 
ship has addressed to the Vizier on this occasion, and to communicate to you 
the following observations and instructions of the Governor-General in Council 


on the subjects to which it refers, 


3. The original letter to the Vizier will be transmitted to you by the Persian. 
Secretary with the least practicable delay. | 


4. Before I proceed to the immediate subject of this despatch, I am directed’ 
by the Governor-General in Council to convey to you the cordial expression of 
his Lordship in Council’s approbation of the ability, judgment, firmness, and 
perseverance, which have distinguished your conduct in the arduous and 
important negotiation to which your despatches refer. ‘The peculiar temper and 
disposition of the Vizier have, on this, as on former occasions, presented obsta- 
cles to the accomplishment of the just views of the British Government at the 
Court of Lucknow, which no exertion of the qualities above described, without 
the application af the further direct interference of the Government, could be 
expected entirely to overcome ; while the failure of your utmost efforts, there- 
tore, to obtain his Excellency’s concurrence in the whole of the measures which 
you have been employed in urging him to adopt, has excited regret rather than 
surprize in the mind of his Lordship in Council, the success which has attended 

our exertions in accomplishing some objects to which great importance was 

ttached by Government, has afforded his Lordship in Council a high degree of 
satisfaction ; and your conduct, in either case, is considered to have augmented 
your claim to his distinguished approbation, which has already been so fre- 
quently and justly acknowledged. a 


5. While the Governor-General in Council regrets the failure of your efforts 
to obtain his Excellency’s acquiescence in those demands and expectations of 
Government whicn are still unfulfilled, it is extremely gratifying to his Lord- 
ship in Council to observe that the progress of vour discussions has had the 
effect of compelling the Vizier gradually to abandon every ground on which he 
has attempted to resist them, by a semblance of argument, or by assumed doubts 
and apprehensions of the expediency and practicability of the measures proposed 
to him, and has reduced him to the necessity of having recourse to the most 
palpable evasion and prevarication, in order to elude what he can no longer 
fuirly object to. This observation refers especially to the question of reform, 
although it is applicable, in a greatcr or less degree, to the other topics which 
have lately. been agitated with the Vizier ; and, in stating it, I am instructed to 
notice in terms of peculiar approbation, the able tenor of your remarks on 
the Vizier’s first proposed answer to the Governor-General’s letter ofthe 8th of 
May 1812, containing arguments the most irrefragable, im opposition to the 
weak and evasive reasoning adopted by his Excellency with a view to obstruct 
the salutary and indispensable object of reform. | 


6. With regard to the question of reform, which is the principal subject of 
the Governor-General’s letter to the Vizier of this date, you wilh ekserve, phat 
his Lordship considers all argument to have been completely exhausted a the 
long and elaborate discussions which have already taken place; and that being 
decidedly of opinion that the British Government will not be justified-ia relax- 
ing its efforts to carry that arrangement into effect while’a possibility remains of 
accomplishing it, his Lordship has aimed not so much at ry cg | ‘the weak 
and untenable arguments and feigned doubts and alatma of the Vizier; os-at 


endeavour ng to impress‘on his mind, both the right and the‘tletermin fi 


ES 
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the British Government to enforce the observance of the stipulations of the 
treaty in this particular, to make him sensible of the condition to which his per- 
severance in opposing our just views may eventually place him with relation to 
this Government, and of the hopelessness of ultimately succeeding in that 
opposition, and generally to obtain his prompt and implicit compliance with 
demands urged under the express sanction of a public treaty, by awakening his 
mind to the possible consequences of an opposite course of conduct. 


7. The Governor-General in Council cannot anticipate the new efforts of 
evasion or delay which the Vizier may employ with a view to prolong the negotia- 
tion after the receipt of the Governor-General’s letter. It is possible, indeed, 
that he may declare his assent to the plan, and agree to enter immediately, in 
concert with you, on the necessary arrangements, and perhaps actually clo so, 
trusting to time and circumstances for an opportunity of breaking them off, or 
perhaps to the means which he may possess, by clandestine intrigue, of frustrating 
them in their progress. His success ineither would be deeply to be lamented, 
as defeating, or at least retarding, the accomplishment of reform, and woul: 
afford matter of triumph and gratification to the Vizier. His Lordship in Coun- 
cil, however, reposes entire reliance in your vigilance, discernment, and energy, 
for frustrating any designs which his Excellency may entertain of this nature. 


8. You are so fully possessed of the views and sentiments of the Governor- 
General in Council in every branch of the proposed measures of rcform, us to 
render any instructions for your guidance, in addition to those which you have 
from time to time received, entirely unnecessary. You will observe, that a rele- 
rence is made in the letter to the Vizier to your communications, which will of 
course be renewed in the name and by the dircct authority of the Governor- 
General, and in the spirit of the letter to his Excellency’s address, which you will 
enforce by such further arguments and representations as may be calculated in 
your judgment to improve and confirm its impression on his E:xcellency’s mind. 


9. Of the remaining pomts adverted to in that letter, there is only one on 
which it appears necessary ‘to state any observations, namely, the case of Hoosein 
Alee Khan. It has occurred to the Governor-General in Council, that if the 
repugnance of the Vizier to restore the stipend to the family of the late Hyder 
Beg Khan continues to be unalterable, it will be for the interests of Hooseiu 
Alee Khan to accept a compromise, by receiving from his Exccllency, for his 
own use and that of his immediate family, a proportion (onc-fourth for example) 
of the original stipend. This is stated for your consideration, and you ae 
authorized to accede to an arrangement framcd on this principle, if you judge it 
advisable. You will observe, that the passage in the Governor-Gencral’s letter 
relating to this point is so expressed as to leave it in your power to offer or 
accept a compromise, or to insist on a compliance with the original requisition, 
as you may think advisable. 


10. The Governor-General has called on the Vizier to render justice to Alce 
Nuckee Khan without any further delay, referring to your letter of the $Cth of 
April, as containing the result of his Lordship’s deliberate judgment ou that 
question. His Lordship in Council has only adverted generally to the ques- 
tions relating to the two Begums, the grievance of the Company’s Sepoys, anil 
. the employment of our troops in the pursuit and apprehension of baucitti. Those 
points being either satisfactorily arranged, or ina fair train of adjustment, it has 
been thought advisable to avoid any irritating reference to what has passed. 
There is only one point on which his Lordship has thought it necessary again to 
urge the Vizier, namely, the restitution of the possessions of Slums-oon-Nissa 
Begum at Dehli. You will be pleased to renew your application to his Excel- 
lency on this subject, and to recommend to the Begum the appointment of a 
person to take charge of them. You will, of course, receive every practicable 
assistance from the Resident at Dehli in effecting this arrangement, if his inter- 
ference shall be necessary. | | 


11,.The Governor-General has addressed answers to the letters from the two 
Beguma, received with your despatches on the 5th, 12tb, and. 25th September 
1812, ta the Persian Secretary. English copies of those answers are enclosed, 
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and the originals will be ‘forwarded to you by the Perdian Sveretary a8 soon ws 
they can be prepared. » ree a a 
| I have, &c. 

Fort William, | (Signed) J. Apax, - 

ed July 1813, | Secretary to Government. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
Lhe 30th July 1813. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government. 
Sir: 

1. Be pleased to submit to the notice of the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General in Council the enclosed copie? and translations of letters which have’ 
passed between his Excellency the Vizier and me, and copies of letters which 
I have addressed to her Highness the younger Begum, and to the Judge and 
Magistrate of Elahabad, ‘descriptive of the final adjustment of her Highness’s 
claim on the Vizier for the daily supply of her table, and of the terms of the 
commutation of her jagier for an annual stipend in money. 


2. This highly satisfactory result of a long protracted and’ most unpleasant 
discussion between the British Government and his Excellency the Vizier, 
having for its object his Excellency’s concession of the just rights of the Begum, 
and his attention to the calls of humanity in her behalf, cannot: fail to be 
agreeable to the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council; and I 
congratulate his Lordship in Council on the happy conclusion of the business, 
as produced by my negotiation under his Lordship in Coancil’s commands. 


8. I take this opportunity of reporting my having quitted Lucknow on the 
morning of the 13th instant, in progress towards Fyzabad, where I expect to 
arrive on the morrow. 

I have, &c. . 

Camp, Mohummudpoor, (Sigaed) J. Barxirre, 

16th July, 1813. Resident. 





To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 30th June, 1813.) 


In my last letter to your Excellency on the subject of the jagier and supplies 
of her Highness the younger Begum, I apprized you of my intention to sumnmon 
the revenue officers of the jagier to Lucknow, to require from them af accurate 
statement of its revenue for the current Fusly year, attested by their signa- 
tures and seals, and to send them tothe Presence with that statement, to 
satisfy your Excellency of its accuracy. I also promised to submit to your 
Excelléncy a proposal regarding the compensation for her Highness’s sup- 
plies, which should be calculated to prevent loss to either party, to afterd 
satisfaction to her Highness, and to promote your Excellency’s reputation. 


Your Excellency was pleased to assure me, in reply to that letter, that my 
proposal should be honoured by your consent: and now, that the collections of - 
the revenue of the jagier are at an end, and the whole of its revenue, according 
to the settlement for the present year, has been realized, I have the honour of 
transmittingto your Excellency two abstracts of the wasil-baukee account, abe 
and sealed by the Chowdree, Ahmud Oolla, with the deposition of that officer 
to the accuracy of the account, taken in my presence: twenty-nine kubdpleeats 
by the Zemindars for land revenue, twenty-five obligations for nuzurana, — 
kubooleeats for saeer duties, and a statement of the expense of collections un 
the seal of the Aumil of the jagier. The Chowdree, Abmud Oolla, attends 
your Excellency with this letter, to attest the correctness of its enclosutes: and 
from these documents it will appear to your Excellency, in the clearest ahd most 
satisfactory mannér, that the net revenue of the jagier, as reafized by the 


present Aumil, after deducting all the chargés.on the revetiue, such as hagks 


and other exemptions and fees, with the exception of the charges of collection, 
is 
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is the sum. of. Lucknow: Sicea’ Rapées $7,698.14 annas. per annum. 
' 'Now the charges of collection on the above sum, a§ originally stated 
by your Excellency, at the rate of tett per centum on the revenue, would amount 
to 5,769 rupees, 14 annas, 9 pice; whereas the actual expense incyrréd Dy her 
Highness: the Begum on this account, as stated by her Hizhness’s Aumif, is only 
1,852 rupeés, 10+ annas: a sum so far inferior to the amount of your Excel- 
lency’s demand, as to render an accommodation between you impracticable, 
without considerable concessions’ by both. But the difference between your 
Excellency and her Highness on the other important point, namely, the value 
of her Highoess’s supplies, is eq¢ally irreconcileable with the former; your 
Excellency having stated it as 6$ rupees per diem, and her Highness demanding 
125. My sole and uniform object in the part which I have taken in this discus- 
sion from its commencement, was to give satisfaction to both the personages 
concerned in it to the utmost practicable extent ; to provide a suitable mainte 
nance for her Highness the Begum, without loss to your Excellency ; and by 
‘securing the future ease and comfort of her Higtness’s life, in whatever country 
‘her residence might be fixed; to exalt your Excellency’s reputation. The 
zccommodation which I have now to propose seems, to my impartial judgment, 
“.to bé better calculated than any other that I could devise, to accomplish. thase 

desirable ends. It is to take the mean ratio between your Excellency’s statement 
and het Highness’s, on both the questions at isste; that is, to fix the charge of 
collecting the revenue of her Highness’s jagier at a moiety of the aggregate 
amount.of your Excellency’s demand, and her Highnese’s offer, or the sum of 
8,811 rupees, 4 annas, and 2 pice per annum, to be deducted from the gross 
amount of the collection ; and, on the same principle, to fix the daily allowance, 
in lieu of her: Eighness’s supply of provisions, at the sum of 94:‘sicca rupees, or 
a moiety of: the aggregate amount of your Excellency’s.offer‘and her Highness’s 
demand. Fhus the net amount of the revenue of the jagier to be ‘annualty 
paid .by your Excellency to her Highness the Begum will be the sum of 
53,887 rupees, 9 annas, and 92 pice, and the yearly amount of the compensation 
in lieu of supplies to her Highness’s kitchen, for twelve iunat’ months or 354 
days, will be the sum of 33,276 rupees; making together the yearly sum of 
87,163 rupees, 9 annas, and 94 pice, or per mensem 7,263 rupees, 10 annas, and 
1 pie. On your Excellency’s agreeing to pay this sum into the Honourable 
Company’s ‘treasury monthly, on account of her Highness the Begum, I am 
prepared to give your Excellency possession of her Highness’s jagier. 


But as the whole of the revenue for the current fusly year has: been already 
collected by her Highness’s servants, while the compensation for her Highness’s 
supplies .is in acrear from the commencement of this year of the Hijjuree, er for 
a period of nise lunar months, during which your Excellency has paid: only 
Riipees 4 663 ov account, it follows, that the arrear of the compensation in ques- 
tion at the rate now submitted, or the sum of 20,295 rupees, was actually due by 
your’ Extellency at the close of the last month, and should now be paid to 
Pi, ora ose exigencies are said to be pressing; and further, that the sum 
of ‘94 supees per diem must be. paid to her Highness hereafter, from ‘the ist 
of thé ‘present month till the 14th of the month of Rumzaun, correaponding 
with ‘tlie’ tt of Kooar m thie ensning fusly year; when, in the terms of my 
present ‘proposal, your Excellency’s payment of the monthly instalments of 
Rupees :7,268. 10. 1. to her Highness the Begum will commence. m 


. 


‘ 


bE Sas A true€ copy: ra cae | 
woo os es (Signed) J. Barnire,-- 
-. vy WSdem fis Exctfiency the Vizier, (Received the Oth July 1818.) _- 
a a vor & fe BR! “y at ‘} yt Ne Ba oan ae , 2S ' gt Way . + - : 
"‘Phave'feseived yous letter dated 20th of Jemadée-vos-sanee (80th June), on 
itp $he commutation of ee 8 Jagier and supplies for 
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allowance in lieu of provisions. from the 1st of Rujub, and the monthly 

instalments on account of the revenue of the jagier from the beginning of the 

month of Kooar in the ensuing Fusly year 1221, or from the 14th of the 

month of Rumzaun, 1228 Hijjuree, shall be paid to you regularly in future : 

and now that this business 1s settled, you will give my Aumil possession of 

the jagier. | 

A true translation : . 

(Signed) J. Batiire, 

Kesident. 





To her Highness the Begum Shums-oon-Nissa. (Written 10th July 1813.) 


I have had the honour to receive your Highness’s letter, dated the 2d instant, 
expressive of your anxiety regarding the adjustment of your claims against 
the Government of his Excellency the Vizier, and I have fully understood the 
contents of it. 


It is superfluous to assure your Highness that my best endeavours have been 
generally exerted in your behalf since the commencement of your unhappy 
differences with his Excellency, and more particularly, with a reference to your 
jJagier and your claim for the supply of your table, that I have strenuously 
laboured to bring those two questions to a speedy and satisfactory adjustment. 


Your Highness is aware of the arguments which his Excellency originally 
used to defeat your claim for supplies. He observed, that a table-allowance 
could never be demanded from him by a person who had retired from his 
dominions ; that while your Highness resided with him he had furnished the 
usual supplies for your table daily, but that, from the day of your quitting his 
capital, he had considered the obligation to do so as entirely abrogated and 
annulled, and that nothing but his respect for your Highness, and the expected 
intercession of our Government in your behalt, could have induced him to 
continue the allowance for a single day after your departure to the jagier. 
That his servants had attended your Highness to your jagier, and had furnished 
the usual supplies for the daily consumption of your table, till your Highness 
had been pleased to disiniss them, and to direct the provision of those supplies 
at your own charge by your servants, a measure, on the part of your Highness, 
which completely exonerated his Excellency, in his own judgment, trom ail 
further trouble or expense on this account. | 


In short, it was his Excellency’s manifest intention to withhold any further 
supply for the use of your Highness’s table, and to refuse the smallest com- 
pensation on this account; and nothing but my repeated and earnest interces- 
sion, supported by the strongest remonstrances on the part of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General, could have induced his Excellency to enter 
into a discussion of your Highness’s claim. His Excellency consented at 
length to grant a certain allowance in money, 63 rupees per diem, as your 
Highness was informed, in lieu of the provisions in question ; but my regard 
for your Highness’s comfort occasioned my rejection of this sum, and my 
persistence in a vexatious discussion with his Excellency in your Highness’s 
behalf, till he was pleased to convey to me a promise of being guided by my 
decision on the extent of your Highness’s claim, with a reference to the supply 
of your table, on the condition of my agreeing for your Highness to the 
transfer of the jagier to his Excellency for an annual stipend in money, 
proportioned to the revenue of the jagier. 


Under the authority which your Highness had conferred on me, and sensible 


of the great advantages which an arrangement of this nature must produce, I 
had no hesitation whatever in consenting to his Excellency’s proposal.; and I 
directed your Highness’s Vakeel to summon the revenue officers of the jagier 
to Lucknow in the month of March last, for the purpose of ascertaiming: its 
revenue, with the view of concluding this arrangement. , . 


The Vakeel objected to this measure in March last, on ground 
thought it proper to admit; and the conclusion of thé arrange 


s which I 
ment was 
suspended 
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suspended wi oad Highness’s knowledge and consent, till the whole of the 
revenue of @igmemfer for the current year should be realized. 


Abmugitwenm, Chowdree of the jagier, has recently arrived at Lucknow, 
and hag@mapmited the revenue accounts in a number of separate documents, a 
list off ain is enclosed. Those documents have been submitted to the 
Vigaeweafid the Chowdree has attended to attest them; and after a long 
Messen between his Excellency and me on the subject, the whole of the 
Mepeyte of the jagier, as asserted by your Highness’s officers, supported in 
Preaee statements by me, has been finally admitted by his Excellency, and your 


haere hness’s rights have been maintained. 














i ~ With regard, however, to the charge of collection, a considerable difficulty 


* has arisen in reconciling the different statements of his Excellency and your 
Highness’s Aumil. 


The established charge of collection throughout the Vizier’s dominions, and 
also in the Company's territory, is known to be ten per centum on the gross 
amount of the revenue, which would have constituted a heavy deduction from 
the amount of your IJighness’s income ; and it has proved a most arduous task 
upon my part, in combining the settlement of this question with the adjustment 
of your Highness’s claim on account of the supplies for your table, to con- 
clude an arrangement with the Vizier, which should not only preclude loss to 
your Highness, but be far more advantageous, on the whole, than the original 
state of your affairs, as securing a larger income for the future than your 
Highness has hitherto enjoyed. 


For the details of the arrangement that has been concluded, I refer your 
Highness to the two separate documents enclosed, and_ to the verbal explanation 
of your agent. The annual amount of the compensation for your Highness’s 
provisions has been fixed at the sum of 33,276 rupees, and the net revenue of 
the jagier at the sum of 53,887 rupees, 9 annas, and 93 pice perannum. His 
Excellency the Vizier has agreed to pay the aggregate of the two sums above 
stated to your Llighness regularly every future year; and he has now sent to 
me, on your Higtiness’s account, the sum of 24,957 rupees, as the arrears of the 
compensation for supplies for a period of nine months, commencing with the 
first of Shuvvaul, and ending on the last day of Jemadee-oos-sanee in the 
present year of the Eijuree. 


A copy of his Excellency’s letter to my address, announcing his consent to 
this arrangement, is transmitted for your Highness’s information ; and I have 
further the honour of transmitting to you my draft on the Collector of Elahabad 
for the sum of Lucknow Rupees 24,957, payable ten days after sight, when 
your Highness’s servants will receive it. The monthly allowance for supplies, 
at the rate above stated, will be regularly paid to your Highness till the com- 
menceiment of the ensuing fusly year, or till the 14th of the month of Rumzaun, 
when the instalments of the aggregate sum of 87,163 rupees, 9 annas, and 9+ 
pice per annum, or Rupees 7,263,10 per mensem, will commence. 


I congratulate your Highness most cordially on the satisfactory adjustment 
of the only important questions which depended between you and the Vizier, 
and which the friendship of the British Government for your Highness has thus 
brought to a happy conclusion. | | 

A true copy : 
(Sioned) J. Baiutk, 
: Resident. | 
To T. Fortescue, Esq., Judge and Magistrate of Zilla Elahabad. 
Sir: | 

1. A sum of money, Lucknow Sicca Rupees 24,957, having been received 
from his Excellency the. Vizier on account of her Highness the Begum, 
Shuims-oon-Nissa, I have deemed it to be proper, under the instructions of 
the Government formerly intimated to you, to grant a draft on the Collector of 
Elahabad: for the sum above-mentioned, payable ten days after sight to her 
Highness the Begum; or to her order. - 7 [sew 3 
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2. The Begum’s Vakeel having represented to me that her Highness was sub- 







jected to loss, on a former occasion, by the receipt of Furruckabagd Rupees instead 
of Lucknow Rupees, which are said to be also current at yOM—@mmion, I have 
thought it proper to state the amount of the remittance on thit@@@igion in my 


draft on the Collector of Elahabad asin Lucknow Sicca Rupees amma 
I trust, be productive of any material inconvenience to that Offiter, and 
cannot occasion loss to the Government, because the usual remittance, or 
monthly supply of money, from the treasuries in the Ceded Provinces to this 
treasury, is generally subject to a discount, corresponding with the <a 
Batta or difference of value in exchange between the coinage of Lucknd@e 

Furruckabad, and this batta is at present nearly three per centum. . 

3. If I have been misinformed regarding the currency of Lucknow Sicca ae 
Rupees at Elahabad, and her Highness the Begum decline to receive Furrucka- 
bad Rupees in the room of them, my draft must, of course, be returned, and a 
reference must be made to the Government regarding the future disposal of the 
money to be received on her Highness’s account, which will amount to the 
monthly sum of Lucknow Sicca Rupees 7,260, or Lucknow Sicca Rupees 87, 120 
per annum. 

4. I beg the favour of your making the necessary communication on the 
subject of this dispatch to the Collector of Zilla Elahabad, and informing me of 
the result at your earliest convenience. 

I have, &c. : 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Bar.ure, 
10th July, 1813. Resident. 













To Major J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

1. Iam directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, of the 16th 
instant, reporting the final adjustment of her Highness the younger Begum’s 
claim on his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier for table allowance, and the terms 
of the commutation of her jagier for an annual stipend in money, and transmit- 
ting copies of your correspondence with the Vizier, the Begum, and the Magis- 
trate of Elahabad on that subject. | 


2. The Governor-General in Council has received with sentiments of sincere 
and cordial satisfaction, the intelligence of the accomplishment of those very 
desirable objects; and I am directed to signify to you the entire approbation of 
his Lordship in Council of the tenor of your correspondence above adverted 
to, and of the very able and judicious manner in which you have conducted to a 
successful close the negotiation of this very troublesome point of discussion with 
his Excellency. 

I have, &c. 


Fort William, (Signed) J. ADAM, 
30th July 1813. Secretary to Government. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 3d September 1813. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government. 
Sir: 

1. The eunuch, Tuhseen Alee Khan, who has so long and so deservedly 
enjoyed the favour and protection of our Government, 1s now, to every appear- 
ance, in the last stage of his existence, and will probably have ceased to exist 
before this letter, or an arzee which he has just now sent to me to the addreas of 
the Right Honourable the Governor-General, can be submitted to the notice of 
the Government. 


2. With his arzee to my Lord Minto’s address, Tuhseen Alee Khan has sent 


a letter to inc, a translation of which is enclosed; and I perform an act of 
humanity, 
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Ahymanity, sat -least, if I do not oe an -essential obligation of my public 
uty ;in recommending the subject of this -letter to the most favourable.consider- 
. ation of:the-Gorvernmentt. 


3. ‘Bya despatch from the Persian department, under date the 4th of September 
last, I'was instructed to offer to Tuhseen.Alee Khan the Honourable Company’s 
guaratitee of the payment of a small pension to be assigned from his own funds 
to one of his confidential servants; for whom, and for some relations and other 
‘dependants of the eunuch to be placed under that person’s charge, the protection 
of the British Government was requested. 


4. The nature of the communication, which [ made to Tuhseen Alee Khan on 
that occasion, has doubtless suggested to his mind the terms of the letter, which 
_ has now been addressed to me (a translation of which is enclosed), and the 
disposition of property which it conveys. The whole amount of his personal 
property, as referred to in this letter, cannot exceed the sum of a lac and half of 
rupees, and can scarcely be an object to the Vizier, if the possession of it could 
be justly demanded by his Excellency to the prejudice of the needy relations and 
dependants of the proprietor, to whom the amount has been bequeathed. But 
the right of Tuhseen Alee Khan to dispose, in the manner described, of the 
. trifling remainder of his property acquired in the service of Asuf-ood-Dowlah, 
and reduced to its present amount by the unkindness and illiberality of the Vizier, 
seems to me to be almost unquestionable, and to be fully supported by the rules 
of Mohummudan law, though not by the practice of Mussulmans under the 
arbitrary government of the Vizier. His Excellency’s right, on the other hand, 
to resume the possession of the jagier which Tuhseen Alee Khan has hitherto 
enjoyed, seems to me to be equally unquestionable; and I have discouraged 
every hope, on the part of Tuhseen and his heirs, of their enjoying any portion of 
the jagier after his death. 


5. The office of ,Nazir of the khoord muhl, when vacated by the death of 
Tuhseen Alee Khan, will be conferred by her Highness the Bhow Begum, as a 
matter of course, on some person of her Highness’s selection; but the question 
of the future superintendence and payment of the stipends of the subordinate 
women and reputed children of the late Nawaub, Asuf-ood-Dowlah, hitherto 
exercised by T'uhseen Alee Khan under the guarantee of the British Govern- 
ment, seems to merit the early consideration of the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General in Council, and to require his Lordship’s instructions for the 
guidance of iny conduct on the occasion of 'Tulseen’s demise. 


6. I solicit the favour of an carly communication of the sentiments and orders 
of the Government on this latter question, and regarding my acceptance or re- 
jection of the trust which Tubseen Alee Khan would impose on me, with a view 
to the protection of his dependants. 


Ihave, &c. 


Lucknow Residency, (Signed) = J. Barrrnie, 
24th Aug. 1815. Resident. 


Irom Meeah Tuhseen Alee Khan. (Reccived the 24th August 1813.) 


Your uniform kindness to me, on all occasions, far excceds the power of 
language to express; and God is my witness, that the cap of my devotion to 
your will has ever been the ornament of my hcad, as well as the greatest boast 
of my heart. The sincere gratitude which I feel for the obligations which you 
have conferred on me can only cease with my life. Day after day, and by 
night too, I offer up my prayers to God for the increase of your happiness an¢ 
prosperity, and the prolongation of your valuable life. 


The present state of. my health and my bodily weakness are such as to pre- 
clude every hope: of recovery, save by the immediate interposition of the divine 
mercy; ‘and having hitherto, on all occasions, experienced the favour and pro- 
tection of. the British Government, and ascribing the long duration of my exis- 
tence in, this,transitory world solely to the ease and tranquillity which I have 
enjoyed under the protection of the —— Company, whose most willing 
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al Polittea! and faithful servant and dependant I have ever been, ‘I took up with cotifidehce 
$ Sept. an to your friendship in this fast stage of my existence, for the continuance of these 
ace blessings to my friends and relations after my death ; and, with this view, while 
= D riinad _ .yet in complete possession of my intellects, and of every other legal qualification 
frem so to dispose of my property by bequest (praised be God for the same), in the hope 
mo of a continuance of that protection and kindness from you to my relations, after 
my decease, which you have uniformly extended to me while living, I humbly 
submit my request that you will accept and exercise the trust of executor and 

guardian of this my last will and testament, inthe manner under-written, vis. : 


Whereas Chutra Mull Set,h, my late brother, had Jong ago expended on my 
account, or restored to me, all the money and property which he ever had of mine, 
and owed me nothing at the time of his death, nay long before that event, while 
in the fullest possession of every mental faculty, we settled our accounts with 
each other, consequently I have no claim upon him or his heirs whatever, nor 
are they to be called to account in my name. On the contrary, after settling 
accounts, I became indebted to my said brother deceased for many sums of 
money and other benefits which he conferred on me, and on this account, as 
well as from our relationship, his wife and his daughters and daughter-in-law, 
with two little boys his grandsons, named Kedar Nath and Lalljee, who are 
all residing ina house built with his own money, have been taken under my pro- 
tection, and I have maintained them hitherto as my own. 


All my money and valuables are contained in the three houses undermentioned, 
viz., the house [ now occupy contiguous to the palace of Furabukhsh, a house in 
the Punj Muhuleh, and a third near to the old Dowlut Khana. No money nor 
property belonging to me has ever been deposited in any other place, nor in the 
possession of any of ny relations or friends. I possess two other houses; one 
of them near to Wuzeerbaugh, the other in Teekcet Gunge, contiguous to 
Nishatbaugh, and I have also a garden at Becjnora. 


It is my wish and expectation from your favour, that immediately after my 
death the whole of my household furniture, plate, and valuables, with the five 
houses and gardens above described, my elephants, horses, camels, hackeries, 
and other property of every description, be disposed of, under your authority, by 
public sale, and the proceeds be deposited in the Honourable Company’s treasury 
and vested in its funds, the interest on the amount to be distributed monthly 
among my relations and friends, as particularly specified hereafter, and continued 
in perpetuity to them and their heirs for ever, so as to preserve them from indi- 
gence or want, that they way pray tor you their benefactor. 


My grand-nephews, Kendar Nath and Lalljee, who are infants, Icommit to 
your especial guardianship, and I confidently bope and trust that your friendly 
aid and protection will always be extended to them, and to their mother and 
grandmother, and iu a word to all my connexions, so that no injury nor loss may 


befall them. 


For the purpose of my interment I long ago purcliased a piece of ground in 
the Chouk, near to the Akburee Duravazeh, on which I erected a musjid, puckha 
bazar, and stable, at my own exclusive expense, and have uniformly distributed 
the rents of all those buildings in charity among the durveishcs attached to the 
musjid. To this ground it is my earnest desire, and I rely on your goodness for 
its accomplishment, that when I die my body may be removed in a respectable 
and creditable manner, and buried within the compound or area of the bazar, 
and thata puckha monument may be erected over my grave with a part of the 
money to be produced by the sale of my property and deposited in the Honour- 
able Company's treasury. The rent of the shops in the bazar and musjid, as 
hitherto collected by the servants of my deceased brother, Chutra Mull Set,b, and 
distributed by them among the durveishes, to be collected in like manner after 
my death, and appropriated to the support of the durveishes attached to the 


musjid and tomb; and, in addition to the amount of the reut so collected, I 
further bequeath the suin of Sicca Rupees G00 per annum from the interest of 


my money in the Honourable Company's funds, to defray the expenses of the 


snohurrum, and of the anniversary of my death and interment. 
Sheikh 
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Sheikh Shuhab-ood-Deen, my old and confidential servant, and my accredited 
agent with the British Government, in constant attendance on you, having 
served me faithfully and honestly, and conducted himself to my entire satis- 
faction, without interfering in my pecuniary concerns, I give and bequeath to 
him, and to his heirs and successors for ever, a monthly allowance of Sicca 
Rupees 200, to be paid from the interest of my money vested in the Honour- 
able Company’s funds; and I commit him to the fostering care and protection 
of the British Government and to your kind patronage, which I earnestly 
solicit in his behalf. 


To Aftaub Raee, also an old friend, who has served me faithfully and 
honestly in the capacity of Moonshee, and never intermeddled with my money 
matters or property of any description, I give and bequeath an allowance of 
Sicca Rupees 50 per mensem, in perpetuity, from the interest of my money, 
as above; and I solicit the British Government to protect him, on all occasions, 


for my sake. 
Here follows a list of all my bequests, to be paid from the interest of my 


money in the Honourable Company's funds, making a total amount of Sicca 
Rupees 575 per mensem, or per annum Sicca Rupees 6,900. 


Sheikh Shuhab-ood-Deen has always received his monthly allowances from 
my own hand, and I consider him as one of my best and most valued 
friends ; Moonshee Aftaub Raee is also a very old and confidential servant ; 
and I request that the monthly stipends of both these persons be paid to them 
and their heirs for ever from the Honourable Company’s treasury directly, out 
of the interest of the proceeds of my sale, to be vested in the funds of 
the Company. The remainder of the interest of my property to be paid 
to Kedar Nath and Lalljee, the grandchildren of Chutra Mull Set,h, 
my brother deceased, to whom [I intrust the payment of all the other pro- 
visions abovementioned, and who will appropriate the residue of the interest 
as a personal provision for themselves, their heirs and successors, who are 
hereby constituted and deciared to be my heirs and residuary legatees. ‘The 
receipts of Sheikh Sbuhab-ood-Deen and Aftaub Race, for their monthly 
stipends, will be presented by these persons themselves at the Honourable 
Company’s treasury, and a receipt fur the residue of the interest or surplus 
income of my property, under the seals of Kedar Nath and Lalliee, or 
their heirs, will be presented by Shuhab-ood-Deen, my Vakcel, through whom 
the moncy should be paid. 


I intreat, as a last favour, your acceptance of this trust, the executorship 
of my last will and testament, which I beg you to retain in your possession. 
I have directed an inventory of all my property to be made, and it shall be 
sent to you in the course of a few days. 

My sole hope and trust are in the British Government, whose devoted 
servant I am and shall be till my Jast breath. 

A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Batiure, 
Resident. 





To Major J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 
24th ultimo, enclosing the translation of a letter to your address from Tubseen 
Alee Khan, respecting the disposition of his property after his death, and 
soliciting the protection of the British Government to his surviving relations 
and dependents. The arzce addressed by Tuhseen Alec Khan to the Governor- 


General has also been reccived. 


2. The long and intimate intercourse which has snubsisted between Tuhseen 
Alee Khan and successive Residents at the court of the Vizier, his known attach 
ment to the British Government, the services which he has rendered, and the 


huzard to which he has been exposed in performing what he deemed to be ‘his 
. : duty 
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Bengal Political duty to the allied Governments on a memorable occasion, and the great fesperta- 

eae bility of his character and conduct, constitute claims on the countenance and 

(aia support of the British Government which appear to the Governor-General in 

“Letter Council to warrant the decisive interference of the Government in favour of his 

from Secretary to surviving relations and dependants, and for the protection of his property 

Government. (exclusive of the jagier which is, of course, resumable at his death), in order 
to give effect to the disposition which he has made of it. 


3. The Governor-General in Council will therefore approve of your adoption 
of the measures which may appear to you best calculated to accomplish the 
purposes of the will of Tuhseen Alee Khan, and authorizes you to apprize his 
Excellency the Vizier, at such time as you may judge it to be expedient, that 
you are in possession of instructions from Government to the above effect, 
stating to his Excellency the grounds on which the Governor-General in 
Council deems it to be the right of the British Government to extend its pro- 
tection to Tuhseen Alee Khan, and setting before his Excellency the powerful 
motives of consideration for that person’s long and faithful services to his 
family, and more especially to himsclf, which ought to restrain him from any 
Opposition to an arrangement perfectly just in itself and sanctioned by the 
dying request of Tuhseen. 


+. It appears to his Lordship in Council to be desirable, that on the occur- 
rence of the decease of Tuhseen you should take measures, without delay, ‘for 
securing his property from injury and dilapidation, and for retaining it under 
your own charge, until an opportunity shall offer of disposing of it in pursuance 
of the directions contained in his will. 


§. The Governor-General in Council is satisfied that your proceedings, under 
these instructions, will be regulated no Jess by a desire to fulfil the just 
expectations of Tulseen Alee Khan, sanctioned by the British Government, 
than by every practicable endeavour to reconcile the Vizier to them. 


6. His Lordship in Council regrets the necessity, which is unhappily established 
by the character and conduct of the Vizier, of founding his instructions, on the 
present occasion, on the anticipation of his Excellency’s desire to appropriate 
the comparatively insignificant amount of property, acquired in the course of 
a long life devoted to the service of his family, and would willingly indulge the 
hope that an appeal to the common principles of gratitude, justice, and honour, 
would induce his Excellency voluntarily to give effect to the provisions of the 
will, However feeble such a hope may be, it will at all events be proper, in 
the first instance, to assume that his Excellency is susceptible of these princi- 
ples with relation to Tuhseen Alee Khan, and consequently to frame your 
earlier representations to his Excellency on that basis, reserving for the case of 
his determined opposition’ to the dispositions of the will, a more decisive and 
energetic exertion of the influence of the Government which you represent. 


7. By the decease of Tuhscen Alee Khan the superintendence of the 
khoord muhl of the late Nawaub Shooja-ood-Dowlah, and also of the muhl of 
the late Nawaub Asuf-cod-Dowlah and of his reputed children, will become 
vacant. The charge of the first-mentioned establishment will be conferred, 
of course, on some person of the election of her Lighness the Bhow Begum, 
whose right to the management of it, in conformity to the tenor of the 
engagement executed by the Vizier in 1798, under the guarantee of the 
British Government, admits of no dispute, and has lately been again distinctly 
recognized. 


8. With regard to the mull of the late Nawaub Asuf-ood-Dowlah and to that 
Prince’s reputed children, whom his Excellency the Vizier is bound by treaty to 
maintain, the Governor-General in Council is of opinion that the most expedient 
arrangement would be for his Excellency, in concert with you, to nominate a 
proper person to the charge of the establishment. in question. The Governor- 
General in Council understands, that shortly after the accession of the Nawaub 
Saadut Alee Khan to the Musnud, an allowance of one lac of rupees was assigned 
by his Excellency, under the guarantee ‘of the Resident, for the maintenance of 
the reputed children of his brother and the females belonging to the muhl, en 

tha 
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tliat this:acm. is considerably reduced in consequence. of thé death of several of 
them, and that a great degree of distress prevails among the survivors. It would 


be worthy of his Excellency’s liberality and justice to revise the distribution of | 


the allowance in question, and to apportion it according to the age and the wants 
of the parties, and to allot the surplus which will remain to the establishment of 
a fund to meet the necessary expenses of the marriages, and other domestic occur- 
rences, among the reputed children of the late Vizier, and for the relief of the 
indigent relatives of the women of the. muhl. 


9. With respect to the participation of the Government in the appointment of 
a person to superintend the establishment in the room of Tuhseen Alee Khan, 
the Governor-General in Council considers the obligation imposed on the British 
Government, by the spirit of the 16th article of the treaty of 1798, to warrant a 
degree of interference which shall ensure the due execution of that article; but 
it will neither be just nor expedient to extend it beyond the approval of the per- 
son who may be selected by the Vizier. The proposed revision of the allowance 
is believed to be indispensably requisite for the relief of the distress experienced 
by the women and reputed children of Asuf-ood-Dowlah; and their actual con- 
dition, and the circumstance of their maintenance, being a provision of a treaty 
to which the Company is a party, entitle the Government to call on the Vizier 
to accede to the proposed arrangeinent. 


10. The Governor-General in Council is therefore pleased to desire, that you 
will make an application to his Excellency to the foregoing effect in the name of 
the British Goverument, and endeavour by every effort of persuasion and argu- 
ment to induce his Excellency to carry it into execution. The course of argu- 
ment to be pursued will readily present itself to your mind, and render it unne- 
cessary to enter into any detail on that part of the subject. 


11. As no record of the engagement, above referred to, for the support of the 
muhl of Asuf-ood-Dowlah can be traced on the proceedings of Government, I am 
directed to desire that you will extract the necessary information on the subject 
from the records of the Residency, and transmit it to me for the purpose of 
being submitted to his Lordship. 


I have, &c., 


Fort-William, (Signed) J. ADAM, 
3d September 1813. Secretary to Government. 





> 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 10th September 1813. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government. 
Sir: 

1. With real concern [ report to you, for his Lordship in Council’s informa- 
tion, the death of Mohummud Tuhseen Alec Khan. He died at five o’clock 
yesterday evening, and was buried this morning in the place pointed out by his 
will, with every demonstration of respect for his character and sorrow for his 
death, on the part of the dependants of the British Government residing at 
Lucknow, who accompanied his remains to the grave. 


2, The enclosed is a translation of a letter which I received from his Excel- 
lency the Vizier, at the instant at which the death of Tuhseen was announced 
to me by my hurkarra, who is stationed at his gate. A copy of my answer 
to his Excellency’s letter is also transmitted by this despatch. 


8. On a retrospect and more mature consideration of the contents of Tuh- 
seen Alee Khan’s will, I am apprehensive that the provision of it, by which 
his grand-nephews (being Hindoos) are declared to be his residuary legatees, 
cannot be supported nor maintained according tothe tenets of the Mohummudan 
law, which pronounces infidelity, as it is termed by Mussulmans, or a differ- 
ence of religion between the ancestor and the heir, to be a barrier to the right 
of succession ; and; under this view . 7 question, if his Excellency the Vizier 
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should insist on his right to the residue of the estate, though the claim would _. 
be illiberal and unworthy, it must, I fear, be admitted by our Government... 


4. The Vizier did me the honour to breakfast with me. this morning, and T 
had a Jong conference with his Excellency ; but he said little on the subject of 
Tuhseen Alee Khan’s demise, and nothing whatever with a reference to the 
future disposal of his property. , 


1 have, &c. 


Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Bartute, 
28th August 1813. | Resident. 


From his Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 27th August, 5 p. a.) 


The death of Tuhseen Alee Khan has just now been reported to me, and 
therefore [ write to inform you, that with a view to the safety of his property, 
whatever you atdvise shall be done, that no part of it may be lost. 


Let me have an immediate answer. JI have ordered Moozuffer Alee Khan 
to superintend his funeral. 
A true translation: 


(Signed) J. Baruxte, 
Resident. 





To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 27th August 1813.) 


I have received your Excellency’s letter, announcing the melancholy event 
of the death of that old and: faithful servant and well-wisher of both States, 
Mohummud Tuhseen Alee Khan. I lament the death of ‘Tuhseen with sincere 
and genuine sorrow. With a view tothe protection of hisproperty, I suggest 
to your Excellency, for the present, that the small guard of the Hon. Com- 
pany’s sepoys which has long been posted at. his house be increased, and in- 
structed to prevent any person from removing or interfering with the property, 
save by your Excellency’s orders and mine. 


About five days ago, despairing of the eunuch’s recovery, I reported his 
condition, and all the circumstances regarding him that had then come to my 
knowledge, for the information sad orders of the Government; and I have 
reason to expect a reply, containing particular instructions for my guidance, 
in the course of a fortnight or twenty days. Till then, submit to your Excel- 
lency that the measure above proposed is all that can be proper or advisable. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Batiuir, 
Resident. 





To Major J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 28th 
August, reporting the demise of Tuhseen Alee Khan, and the communications 
which have passed between you and his Excellency the Vizier, relative to his 
property. 

2, The Governor-General has learned with concern the decease of a person 
whose zealous and faithful services to the family of the Vizier, and attachment 
to the British Government, have always entitled him to peculiar consideration 
and regard. 


8. The instructions conveyed to you in my despatch of the 3d instant will 
apprize you of the measures which you are authorized to take, for the purpose 
of securing to the surviving relations and dependants of Tubseen Alee Khan 
the enjoyment of his property, according to the distribution of it prescribed in 
his letter addressed to you a few days before his death. The circumstance 
adverted to inthe third paragraph of your letter now acknowledged, does not 
appear to require any change of resolution in that respect, since the asia 

ion 
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tion of the Governor-General in Council, as stated in that despatch, was Bengal Politicat 
founded, as you will have remarked, not on the supposed right of Tuhseen Alee eae 
Khan, according to the Mohummudan law, to devise his property in the manner «PS 
described in his letter (for by that Jaw Tuhseen, if considered asa slave, is Letter 
debarred from the privilege of any testamentary disposition of property), but ‘rom Secretary to 
on the right and duty of the British Government, under the circumstances of Government. 
the case, to, exercise its influence and authority, to induce the Vizier to 

renounce his claim to the property of the old and faithful servant of his family, 

in favour of the persons to whom the deceased desired to leave it, and to afford 

its protection and support to those individuals. | 


4. The arrangement made in concert with the Vizier for the custody of the pro- 
pertys and the suspension (which his Lordship in Council understands the Vizier to 
ave agreed to) of any further proceedings until the receipt of a reply to your 
reference, are entirely satisfactory to Government. With a view to mark the 
respect of the Government for the memory of the late Tuhseen Alee Khan, it 
is the desire of his Lordship in Council that you should confer khillats of con- 
dolence on the grand-nephews of Tuhseen, and on Sheikh Shuhab-ood-Deen, 
who formerly attended you as his Vakeel ; but as it would be proper that this 
mark of regret and esteem for the deceased should be bestowed in concurrence 
with his Excellency the Vizier, the Governor-General in Council desires that 
ou will suggest to his Excellency the propriety of marking his sense of 
Tuhseen’s merits and services by a similar token, and endeavour, if necessary, 
to overcome by argument and representation any objection which he may 
oppose to it. If your efforts should be unsuccessful, his Lordship in Council 
authorizes you either to invest the persons in question with khillats on the 
part of the British Government, or to refer the question for the consideration 
of Government, and suspend any step of the nature adverted to until you shall 
receive his Lordship’s instructions. 








I have, &c. 
Fort- William, (Signed) J. Apam, 
10th September 1813 Secretary to Government. 
EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, Denia Eo) ties 
onsuitations, 
The 17th September 1813, 17 Sept. 1813. 
To the Right Hon. Gilbert Lord Minto, Governor-General in Council, Letter 
&c. &c. &c. from Resident at 
~My Lord: : ee: 


1. Before my departure to Fyzabad I had several conferences with the 
Vizier, at which I laboured by every argument that I could think of, and with 
all the powers of reasoning that I possess, to convince his Excellency’s mind of 
the justice and necessity of his compliance with your Lordship in Council’s 
demands having reference to the reform of his Government, and to the other 
points in discussion which remain to be adjusted with his Excellency. 


I have renewed those exertions since my return, with the aid and under the 
influence of your Lordship in Council’s instructions, conveyed by the Secre- 
tary’s despatch under date the 2d July last; and in the spirit of the letter to 
his Excellency, an English copy of which was transmitted by the Secretary for 
my guidance. The original letter in Persian, under your Lordship’s signature 
and seal, has not yet been received. 


2. The Vizier has been Icng in the habit of listening in silence to my discourse 
on every question of importance on which his feelings are at variance with my 
counsels, more especially on the question of reform, and of professing his ad- 
herence to treaty as an answer to every argument that I adduce, in a manner, too, 
the most vexatious and irritating, because his professions are in direct opposition 
to the whole course of his actions, except when influenced by my immediate 
control, through the operation of fear on his mind. 


3. The 
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3. The true meaning of his Excellency’s language with a réference to the ques: 
tion of reform is, in my Judgment, as follows: “ Let me have the whole of your 
‘* system and regulations, the system which prevails in the Ceded Provinces, as 
promised by Lord Wellesley, at once, that I may examine it carefully, and 
“ see if it corresponds with the terms of the treaty: that is, if its adoption in 
this country he compatible with the exercise of my independent authority, the 
‘authority of an absolute ruler. If I find it so, I will carry it into effect, 
‘ through the medium of my own officers, without any interference on your 
“ part, save by the aid of your military power to support the measures which I 
‘ direct, to enforce the authority of my officers in the execution of my despotic 
“ commands.” So that, by his Excellency’s interpretation of the treaty, the 
Honourable Company’s guarantee, and the power of the British Government, 
are no more than the engines of his despotism. We are to be excluded ftom any 
share in lis counsels, beyond the duty of submitting a plan for the better acdmi- 
nistration of his affairs, which he is at liberty to approve or reject, thus pro- 
tracting the negotiation at his pleasure; and, if he approve, is at liberty to 
execute in the manner which he may think proper, with the aid of the British 
troops, to be always ready at ls call, and bound to enforce his authority, with- 
out any investigation of the purposes, whether just or rapacious, to which that 


authority may be applied. 


n 


nw 


4. That such is the intention of the Vizier, has been demonstrated by the 
whole course of his proceedings since the conclusion of the Treaty of Cession, 
and more particularly by his discussions with me on the important subject of 
reform; which latter, although productive of his declared acquiescence at one 
Stage of the negotiation in the principal measures proposed to him, were no 
sooner discovered to militate against the exercise of a despotic authority for pur- 
poses unjust and rapacious, than his solemn acquiescence was withdrawn, by an 
effort of prevarication and evasion as unworthy of his Excellency’s understanding 
as consistent with his uniform conduct. 


5. In a letter received from the Vizier on the 21st of June last, a translation 
of which is inclosed, your Lordship in Council will observe that his Excellency 
expressly disavows the obligation of his written acquiescence in any of the 
measures of reform, and describes the instrument which conveyed it as no more 
than a statement of answers to certain propositions on my part, which he was at 
liberty to abide by or depart from, as circumstances might afterwards suggest. 
The other observations in his letter having reference to the difficulty of executing 
the proposed reforms in his government, and their tendency to subvert his au- 
thority, are demonstrative of the intention ascribed to hin, and of the true 
meaning of his language, as submitted in the third paragraph of this dispatch. 


6. His Excellency’s construction of the terms of his agreement with Lord 
Wellesley to regulate the whole of his proceedings by the advice of the British 
Government, as exhibited in the conclusion of his letter, is worthy of particular 
notice. In reply to my remark on a former occasion, the truth of which is un- 
questionable, that no important measure of his adininistration since the date of 
the Treaty of Cession has proceeded with the advice of our Government, his 
Excellency, without controverting the fact, has thought proper to explain it 
away, as he supposes, and to evade the manifest inference from it, namely, his 
daily infraction of the treaty, by detracting from the importance of his measures, 
and pronouncing them to be such as “ did not require any previous consulta- 
‘ tion with our Government;” so that his Excellency’s interpretation of this 
important provision of the treaty, as explained by his agreement with Lord 
Wellesley, may be stated in the following words : “ I am bound to consult with 
‘ the British officers on such affairs of my Government as may seem to require 
‘‘ their advice; but I alone am the judge of the necessity or expediency of con- 
‘* sulting them: and on every occasion of my belief that your advice would be 
‘€ contrary to my views, 1 shall carefully refrain from consulting you, and act 
“ as I may think proper; referring to you for advice on occasions where I 
‘¢ expect your concurrence, and on all occasions for the support of your troops, 
‘* which you are bound to afford on my requisition, in the terms of the provi- 
‘¢ sion of guarantee.” | be", icin 

7. The 
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7. The wilful and manifest perversion of the spirit and letter of the treaty on 
which the whole of this reasoning proceeds, cannot be unknown to his Excel- 
lency, and has been repeatedly explained to him by me. 


8. In a letter of the 2d July, a copy of which is enclosed, I canvassed his 
Excellency’s arguments, and refuted them, to the best of my judgment, ina 
manner precluding reply. I compared the form and substance of His Excel- 
lency’s written acquiescence in the several measures of reform, as conveyed by 
his letter to my address of the 4th April 1811, with the manner and substance 
of the agreement concluded with his Excellency by Lord Wellesley: and from 
this comparison I deduced the obvious and unquestionable inference, that the 
former was as binding as the latter. I referred to my former demonstrations of 
the facility of executing the reforms, and of the salutary consequences to result 
from them, if commenced in a spirit of cordiality, with a wish on the part of 
his Excellency to promote their general success, and a resolution to seek my 
concurrence, and to be guided by my respectful advice, in the progress of all the 
details of them. In-reply to his Excelleucy’s desire of ‘‘‘a uew system of admi- 
‘© nistration, similar to that which prevails in the Honourable Company's pro- 
‘* vinces, or any other conformable to treaty,” with a view to its immediate 
adoption, I entreated his Excellency to look back to your Lordship’s letter to his 
address, under date the 28th December 1810, where the outline of a system is 
described, and then to refer for its details to my written representations to his 
Excellency, which were first solemnly agreed to and afterwards unhappily 
rejected. This outline and those details, I observed, formed the only system of 
administration that could ever be recommended to his Excellency. They were, 
in all respects, conformable to treaty ; had no tendency whatever to diminish his 
authority or consequence, and the adoption of them in his Excellency’s country, 
his execution of them with my concurrence and advice, were indispensable to 
the happiness of his subjects, to the security of their persons and property, to 
the advancement of every true interest of his Government, and of the reputation 
of both States. His Excellency’s apprehensions of a loss of authority or conse- 
quence from a compliance with the counsels of our Government, I proved to be 


imaginary and groundless. But admitting their reality for a moment, I main- - 


tained that even this circumstance could form no plausible pretext for a depar- 
ture from the letter of the treaty, which, in guaranteeing his Excellency’s autho- 
rity, provided expressly for its exercise with our uniform concurrence and advice. 
With a reference to his Excellency’s observation, that ‘no new or extraordi- 
‘* nary affair in the exercise of his authority had occurred to require his con- 
‘* sulting our Government,” I quoted the words of his agreement with Lord 
Wellesley, to shew the most palpable fallacy in his reasoning. The * ordinary 
“ government of his dominions, the usual exercise of his authority,” were 
expressly subjected by treaty to the influence of the British counsels, which he 
was solemnly pledged to abide by, and every measure of his Excellency’s admi- 
nistration, such as committing a district in farm, establishing a court of justice 
in his capital, the reform or alteration of any branch of the police of his domi- 
nion without the previous concurrence of our Government, could be viewed in 
no other light than as a direct infraction of the treaty, a manifest departure 
from his engagement, for the consequences of which he might be made answer- 
able whenever the Government chose; and our tacit acquiescence in which, for 
a time, could be ascribed to no other motive than extraordinary forbearance and 
moderation in the exercise of an established right. Setting aside for a moment 
the obligation on his Excellency to advise with the British Government, and to 
regulate his proceedings by its advice, I argued on the manifest advantage 
which must arise to his Excellency’s interests from a previous communication 
and consultation with the British Resident at his Court on every important con- 
cern of his government. Concealment, he had often declared to me, to be far 
from his wish or intention, though unhappily evinced by his practice. The 
occasional, and, as acknowledged by himself, the too-frequent failure of his 
arrangements, could only be rectified or repaired by an ultimate reference to 
our counsels, or an appeal to the power of our arms ;-and was it not better for 
his Excellency, more conducive to his essential interests, and to the ease and tran- 
quillity of his mind, tu adopt that proceeding, in the first instance, which would 
insure the success of his measures, by obtaining the concurrence of those whose 
power alone could enforce them? 

6T | 9g. My 
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9. My letter {o his Excellency the Vizier, containing most of the ‘aTgumehts 
above noticed, has not hitherto been honoured with a'reply, though the evasive 
remarks to which they were intended as answers have been Tepeated at every 
conference since my return, and in a manner the most vexatious and perverse, 
with the view, as it would seem, of ultimately conquering my patience, and pro- 
ducing a degree of irritation that might lead to some expressions on my part to 
be misconstrued by his Excellency into disrespect, and form the grounds of a 
second complaint. : 


10. This design, on the part of his Excellency, if entertained, has been con- 
stantly frustrated; and at our conference on Saturday the 28th instant, which 
lasted for several hours, his Excellency at length had recourse to expressions of 
the most abject submission, instead of reasoning, when I brought him to the 
final alternative of the immediate execution of the several measures of reform 
originally recommended to him by me, or of producing a written demonstration 
of their inconsistency with the terms of the treaty. 


11. The above is the actual state of my negotiation with his Excellency the 
Vizier on the important question of reform. The other subjects in dispute, 
namely, the redress of the grievances of Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan and the 
restoration of the pension to the indigent family of Hyder Beg Khan, are exactly 
as they stood at the date of my letter on those subjects to the Vizier, a copy of 
which has been already submitted to the Government, and has been honoured 
with your Lordship in Council’s approbation. His Excellency is aware of this 
circumstance, but continues to withhold his assent to the measures of justice 
which I proposed to him, under your Lordship’s authority and in your name, 
and to which it is obvious that he can offer no plausible objection, since he has 
delayed to reply to iy letter. 


12. A paper containing some secret intelligence of the proceedings at his Ex. 
cellency’s durbar, since our conference of the 28th instant, as appearing to be 


rT ee 
ip 


worthy of your Lordship in Council’s observation, has been transmitted to the . 


Secretary to Government, who will submit the contents of it to your notice. On 
my receipt of your Lordship’s letter to the Vizier I shall lose no time in apply- 
ing it, with every exertion of zeal, to the purposes for which it is intended. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow Residency, | (Signed) J. Barrie, 
30th August 18153. Resident. 





From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 21st of June, 1813.) 


I have rcceived your letter, dated the 4th of Jemadee-oos-sanee, 1228 
Hijjuree (4th June 1813), with a copy of the articles written 9th Rubbee-ool-awul, 
1226 Hijjuree (4th April 1811), which were mercly answers to certain statements 
of yours in reply to my letter of the 29th of Jemadee-ool-awul, 1228 Hijjurce 
(31st May), which contained a copy of the concluding article of my agreement 
with Lord Wellesley. You have written, that “as my letter is indicative of a 
“ final resolution to adopt the salutary system,” &c. (to theend). My acquies- 
cence or rejection of the system in question will have been understood by you 
from the contents of my letter; but the truth of the matter is this, that if the 
establishment of the system proposed had not been difficult, it could never 
have been suspended till now: and even now, 1 do not see how it can be 
properly established. As it has of necessity becn suspended from its difficulty, 
and the punishment of the refractory has been suspended in consequence, and 
I have thereby suffered considerable loss, therefore, contemplating the disordered 
state of the country, and the great loss, which has arisen from the delay to 
punish the refractory, and relying, too, on the responsibility which is conveyed 
by your written assurance of the most cordial and zealous assistance In the 
commencement and progress of the arrangements, I now write to inform you 
that I do not refuse to establish in my dominions a system of administration 
calculated to promote the comfort and happiness of the people, similar to 7 
system which may have been established in the Companys territory, 4 plan o 


which was promised to me by Lord Wellesley, or any other ar. 
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treaty which may be proposed. -But if, in the establishment of that system, Bengel Politieal 


any loss shall be occasioned to me, I-look to your friendship for reparation ; and 
to @ measure that may operate to subvert my authority and power, or to diminish 
my consequence among the people, to whatever system it may belong, I ehall 
never, on any principle, consent. 


You have written, that ‘the document which I transmitted was already in 
« your possession ; that you have copies of it in English and Persian ; that it 
“ig ever in your view ; that it is quoted in the Governor-General’s letter, 
“and forms the basis of all his Lordship’s propositions and your’s ; and that 
“you could never have deviated, nor wished to deviate, from its provisions.” 
In reply to which I observe, that God forbid that there should be any 
deviation from it, for my strength and confidence are on it alone ; and in 
the: same manner as you wish and propose to abide by it, soalso, on my 
side, there has never been the smallest deviation, nor shall there be any in 
future. 


In reply to your remark, that on my part, from the date of the instrument 
referred to generally, and during the period of your own residence particularly, 
not a measure of my administration has procceded with the advice or concur- 
rence of your Government, nor have I ever sought your advice. The case is 
this : ‘hat during the period to which you allude, no new nor extraordinary 
affair in the administration of my Government has occurred that required my 
consulting with your Government. I solemnly disavow my recollection of any 
measure, requiring or deserving consultation with your Government, that has 
been adopted by me without your previous knowledge and consent. Many 
measures have been adopted in compliance with your desire, the details of 
which are not in my recollection; and those which I do recollect, 1 refrain 
from noticing, to avoid prolixity and repetition. 


In answer to your remark, that the sooner the work of reform be undertaken 
with your advice the better, I repeat, that whenever a plan, such as I have describ- 
ed above, shall be prepared and presented to me, the establishment of it shall be 
commenced without delay ; for, considering the design which I have in my mind, 
I must naturally be anxious for the speedy settlement of my country. 


I shall reply by a separate letter to your statements of the cases of Hoosein 
Alec Khan and Alee Nuckee Khan. 


A true translation: 


(Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
‘Resident. 
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To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 2d July 1813). 


I have had thehonour to receive your Excellency’s letter, dated the 21st ultima, 
in reply to mine of the 4th. The definition or description which your Excel- 
lency has been pleased to assign to the articles of agreement dated the 4th of 
April 1811 (9th Rubbee-ool-awul 1226), and conveyed to me by a letter of that 
date under your Excellency’s official seal, seems to my judgment to be fully as 
applicable to the articles of agreement with Lord Wellesley, and indeed to 
every other arrangement concluded between the two States, as to the instru. 
ment to which your Excellency has applied it. ‘The form of the negotiation 
with Lord Wellesley, on the result of which your Excellency’s “strength and 
confidence,” are said to rest, is exactly the form of the negotiation between 
your Excellency and me, the result of which you have been pleased to dis- 
avow; namely, that of answers on the part of Lord Wellesley to requests 
conveyed by your Excellency, like the answers conveyed by your Excellency 
to certain propositions on my part, in the name and under the authority of the 
Government. 


The ambiguous nature of the expressions contained in your Excellency’s 
former letter having reference to the proposed system of reform, was adverted 
to in my answer to that letter; and I am concerned to have occasion to 

2 remark, 


ice te i 
17 Sept. 1818. 
Letter 
from the Vizier. 


Letter 
from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, : 


178ept. 181$. . 


Letter. 
from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


5Se. OUDE PAPER s. 
eae | cae ee Gs lar one es es 
remark, that the same ambiguity of expression, the same isposition to evade 
a céniid, and: dispassionate: discussion of the ‘impoftart™ question ‘of reform, 
with a view to its satisfactory’ adjustment, is observable 1, and may be said to. 
pervade, the letter:which I'am now to reply to. 4” a 


The difficulty of carrying into effect those reforms of your Excellency’s 
administration, the expediency and necessity of which can no longer admit 
of a doubt, has been frequently stated by your Excellency, and is insisted on 
in your letter before me as the only remaining pretext for a delay to acquiesce 
in our counsels. That this difficulty is entirely imaginary, or that your. Excel- 
lency’s cordial concurrence in the execution of the measures of reform is all 
that is required to remove it, to facilitate the.execution of those. measures, and 
to ensure their successful result, has been demonstrated to your Excellency b 
me on repeated occasions of conference, as well as in numerous letters. ‘The 
actual state of the Honourable Company’s provinces in which a similar system 
obtains, is a practical demonstration of this fact, superseding the necessity for 
argument ; andif the experiment had been happily made in your Excellency’s 
country at the time, and in the manner which I proposed, the doubts in your 
Excellency’s mind would long ere now have subsided. A settlement of the 
revenues of the country, on fair and advantageous terms for your Excellency’s 
subjects and for your Government, would long ago have been made; no 
material loss nor defalcation of your Excellency’s revenue could have arisen ; 
the seeds of disaffection and rebellion among your Excellency’s subjects would 
have been destroyed, and their attachment to your person and Government 
would have been established on the only solid or permanent basis, that of 
gratitude for security enjoyed under the influence of a just system of 
administration. 


Those salutary and happy results of your Excellency’s cordial acquiescence 
in the counsels of the British Government, of your firm and constant adhe- 
rence to the principles of the subsisting alliance, and to the terms of your engage- 
ment with Marquess Wellesley, are still in your Excellency’s option, with 
every just and reasonable advantage of the Honourable Company’s guarantee, 
and of our responsibility for the maintenance of your authority, whenever your 
Excellency may be pleased to demonstrate your acquiescence in those counsels, 
and your observance of those principles and terms, by commencing and con- 
ducting the reform, by proceeding in the exercise of your authority, under the 
influence and with the aid of our advice. 


Your Excellency has been pleased to inform me, that, ‘‘ contemplating the 
‘‘ present disordered state of the country,” &c. you no longer refuse to 
establish a system of administration in your dominions similar to that esta- 
blished in the Company’s territory, a plan of which was promised by Lord 
Wellesley, or any other conformable to treaty, which may be proposed. 


But your Excellency must surely be aware that the general outline of a 
system for the due administration of your revenue, and for the establishment of 
courts of justice and police, which was conveyed and recommended to your 
Excellency in the Right Honourable the Governor-General’s letter, under date 
the 28th December 1810, and the details of which were submitted by me, 1s 
exactly similar to that which prevails throughout the Company’s dominions; a 
sketch of which was delivered to your Excellency by Lord Wellesley in person, 
if I mistake not, and which his Lordship promised to explain to your Excel- 
lency more fully, and to recommend for adoption in your dominions when 
experience should have satisfied him of its effects. 


This promise has been fulfilled by Lord Minto, in the genuine spirit of friend- 
ship for your Excellency, and of regard for the interests of your Government, 
as well as for the reputation of both States;,and your Excellency has — 
refer to his Lordship’s letter above noticed, and to the written discussions which 
followed it between your Excellency and me, to be satisfied of the justness of | 
this remark, and of the necessity and expedience of your adopting the system 
which his Lordship in Council has proposed, and which is perfectly conformable 
to treaty. | re are ” 
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. In reply to your Excellency’s remark, “ that if, in the establishment of the 
++. system. proposed, any loss shall be occasioned to your Government, you look 
‘€ to my friendship for reparation, &c.”” I have no hesitation i assuring your 
Excellency, that eventual resistance to your authority in the establishment of 
the systen: proposed, and in the execution of all such measures as may be deter- 
mined on with my previous knowledge and advice, shall in every instance be 
suppressed by the power of the British troops in your dominions; and that to 
this extent, and with this just and necessary provision, the Honourable Com- 
pany’s guarantee, the responsibility of the British Government for the internal 
tranquillity of Oude, and the due realization of its revenue, as well as its external 
defence, will ever be recognised and acknowledged. A measure subversive of 
your Excellency’s just authority, or having a tendency to diminish your conse- 
quence, has never been proposed by our Government, nor ever entered into its 
contemplation. But if, to offer its advice to your Excellency in the genuine 
spirit of friendship, and to urge your compliance with that advice on every 


important occasion, be an attempt to subvert your authority or to lessen your * 


consequence among your subjects, it is my duty in candour to declare, that the 
right of the British Government to offer its advice to your Excellency, and to 
expect your compliance with its advice, as well as the obligation on your Excel- 
lency to consult with the British Government, and conform to its counsels on 
all occasions, being established by the spirit and letter of the alliance, cannot be 
relinquished nor departed from without essential injury to both States, and must 
ever be asserted and recognized. 


Your Excellency’s repeated declaration of a wish and intention to abide by 
the terms of the engagement with Marquess Wellesley is entirely satisfactory 
in itself; but as followed by, and connected with your remark, ‘that during 
“ the period to which I allude no new nor ertraordinary affair in your Excel- 
‘lency’s administration has occurred to require your consulting with our 
“ Government,” seems, In my Judgment, to be qualified in a degree that is not 
only totally inadmissible, but must be productive of the most injurious consc- 
quences, unless immediately obviated and removed. 


I can never acquiesce in the interpretation which your Excellency seems dis- 
posed to assign to the terms of your engagement with Marquess Wellesley, to 
consult with the British Government, and to conform to its counsels and advice, 
The letter of the obligation in question extends ‘to all affairs connected with 
‘¢ the ordinary government of your dominions and with the usual exercise 
“ of your authority,” and the limitation of its sense, which has been proposed 
to “new and extraordinary measures,” is in my judgment a total misccn- 
struction, a manifest perversion of its object, which can never be supported nor 
acquiesced in, and against which it is my duty to protest in the most solemn and 
unqualified manner. I submit to your Excellency with confidence, as a fair and 
obvious deduction from the letter of your engagement with Marquess Wellesley, 
that the grant of a district in farm, the establishment of a court of Adawlut, the 
reform or alteration of any branch of the police of your Excellency’s dominions, 
however frequently those measures have occurred, without my previous know- 
ledge or concurrence, are measures that unquestionably require your previous 
consultation with our Government, and your conformity to our advice in the 
execution of them; and that the execution of such measures as those, like your 
Excellency’s recent arrangements im the districts of Sandee and Beyswarrah, and 
a number of others which might be noticed in every department of your admi- 
nistration, without previous communication with me, is not only a violation of 
the engagement concluded between your Excellency and Lord Wellesley, but 
has an obvious tendency to exonerate the Honourable Company’s Government 
from the obligation to maintain an authority, which, in the spirit of the subsisting 
alliance, should be uniformly exercised with its advice. The application of the 
foregoing remark to the important point in discussion, to the commencement 
and progress of every branch and of each individual measure of the salutary sys- 
tein of reform, is too obvious to require explanation, and should be ever in your 
Excellency’s mind to ensure the success of those measures. 


Under the influence and impression of this remark, if your Excellency be 
pleased to admit it, Tentirely agree with vour Excellency, that the sooner the 
U reform 


Bengal Political 
Consultations 
17 Sept. 1813 

Letter 
from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


B i Polities! 
Consultations, 
1%, Sepe. Is. 


Secret 
Intelligence. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
15 Oct. 1813. 

Letter 
from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


53% OUDE PAPERS. 


reform: be undertaken the: better in every point of view ; and the plan uf it as 
referred to in this address is already in your Excellency’s possession, its generdl 
outline being contained in the Right Honourable the Governor-General’s letter 
of the 28th of December 1810, and the details of it submitted by me under his 
Lordship in. Council’s instructions, and subsequently honoured by his approbation, 


I await the receipt of your Excellency’s separate letters on the claims of Hoo- 
sein Alee Khan and Alee Nuckee Khan, with a degree of anxiety proportioned 
to the interest which the Government feels in the satisfactory adjustment of the 
claims and. redress of the grievances of those persons. | 

A true copy,: 
(Signed) J. Barrzuig, 
Resident. 





Secret Intelligence from the Durbar: Beebeepore, 29th August 1813, 


The Vizier, after quitting the Residency on Saturday, determined to retire to 
Beebeepore, and came out accordingly this morning. Having summoned Moua- 
shee Rownuck Alee to his presence, he called for all the papers respecting 
reform, which the Resident submitted to him long ayo, and placed them im’ the 
drawer of his writiag-table, observing that at the next conference with the Resi- 
dent it would be determined whether those papers should be acted on or not. 
It seems that he is waiting to be told by the Resident that such and such mea- 
sures, must be immediately adopted, and that then only he will carry them into 
effect. Ata consultation of yesterday, Hukeem Mehdee observed that a new 
Governor-General had sailed from England and was daily expected in Calcutta, 
and that many gentlemen had proceeded to meet him; it seemed, thercfyre, 
advisable to delay the execution of any new measures till the arrival of the new 
Governor-General. The Vizier replied to this remark, that he waited for 
nothing but a positive requisition from the Resident, which he could no longer 
attempt to evade. 

On the Hukeem’s remarking that las Excellency’s retreat to Beebeepore was 
indicative of the weakness of his Government in the minds of the people, the 
Vizier was totally silent. 

A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Baixrre, 
Resident. 





Ordered, That the above despatch remain for consideration until the receipt 
of a further :eport of the Nesident’s proceedings. ' 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 15th October 1813. 


The Right Honourable ‘Gilbert Lord Minto, Governor-General in Council, 
&c. &c. &c. | 


My Lord: 

l. Your Lordship’s letter to the address of his Excellency the Vizier, under 
date the 2d of July last, was received from the Persian department on the Ist 
instant, and presented to his Excellency un the morning of Saturday, the. 
4th instant, at his country seat of Dilkoosha, where I bad the houour of break- 


fasting with his Excellency. 


2. The nature and tendency of the only remarks and exhortations which could 
with propriety have accompanied the delivery of such a letter as this to the Vizier 
must be so apparent to your Lordship in Council, as to supersede the necessity 
for my repeating them.” I continued in conference with his Excellency, after 
reading some portions of the letter to him, for a space of several hours, during 


which I laboured assiduously to direct his most serious attention to the — 
an 
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tant and momentous: crisis to which the discussion between bim and the British 
Government had, been brought, by his procrastination and evasion on questions 
that. adinitted. not, of dispute. | 


~ 


Bengal Political 
Conaultations 


15 Oct. 1818. 


Sear 


8. Your Lordship’s letter to his Excellency I described to. him as containing ea eli ze 


a final declaration of the just expectations of the Honourable Company's Govern- 
meat on a number of questions that had been agitated between hia Excellency 
and me for a period of three years, and on each of which his Excellency had 
takep advantage of the great lenity and forbearance of the British Government, 
for the purpose of evading demands, the manifest justice of which had been 
repeatedly demonstrated by arguments that his Excellency was originally unable 
tu combat and hed long ceased to oppose. For a recapitulation of those argu- 
ments, I referred him to some passages of your Lordship’s former letters, and to 
several letters and memorials transmitted by me to his Excellency ; particularly 
those of the 27th of June 1811, the 15th.of January and 29th of August 1819, 
and the 29th of April, Ist of May, and 2d of July last, scarcely any of 
which had been honoured with a reply. 


4. In reality, I observed to his Excellency, the questions to which those argu- 
wents referred. did not at any time admit of dispute, and should never have 
given rise to the discussion which his unhappy disposition had occasioned. 


The reform of his Excellency’s Government was prescribed by the letter of a 
treaty, and should have commenced on the conctusion of that treaty. The 
delay on the part of our Government to propose a specific plan of reform had 
been accounted for in a satisfactory manner. It had arisen exclusively from 
a desire to render the system as perfect as possible by experience of its effects in 
our dominions ; and this delay could never obviously have affected, in the smallest 
degree, the obligation on the part of his Excellency to execute a plan of our sug- 

estion, whenever it should be proposed for his adoption. ‘A specific and uunob- 
Tectionable plan had been recommended by your Lordship to his Excellency in 
the beginning of the year 1811, and the details of it had been generally approved 
by him, Had they been disapproved by his Excellency, it might still have been 
argucd with force, that, as the suggestions of the British Government, with 
whose advice he had pledged himself to conform, he was bound by the treaty to 
adopt them ; and his refusal, even in that case, to do so, might have been consi- 
dered as a violation of the treaty. But after solemnly declaring his acquies- 
cence in the principal measures that were proposed to him, his refusal to carry 
them into effect might have justly involved him im consequences which I felt 
the greatest reluctance to describe to him, and which I prayed to God to avert. 
Those consequences were feelingly referred toin your Lordship’s letter to his 
Excellency, as actually now hanging over him, and suspended alone by the 
moderation, the extraordinary patience and forbearance of the Honourable 
Company’s Government, which his Excellency had tried to the utmost, and 
which could scarcely be expected to bear with his procrastination or evasion 
any longer. 


5. But if the Government were even still disposed to forbear, I intreated his 
Excellency to consider that the actual state of his country, as recently described 
by himself, called loudty for immediate reform, and must shortly, in my opinion, 
be such as to require a more general and comprehensive interference on our 
part, than his Excellency perhaps was aware of, for the purpose of supporting 
his authority and preserving the tranquillity of his dominions. 


6. Hits Excellency had repeatedly told me, that a fourth part of his revenue 
for the present year was outstanding, and that few of the principal landholders 
paid any respect to his Aumils; so that a general insurrection of the landhalders 
might at no distant period be feared, and the aid of the British troops, to be 
Necessarily accompanied by Ameens, in the terms of my declaration to his Excel- 
lency by your Lordship’s especial command, was the only alternative that could 
remain fur the support of his Excelleticy’s authority, save his cordial concur- 
rence with me in the execution of the measures of reform. To the effects of 
an interference like that described between his Excellency’s officers and bis 
Subjects, indispensable on the part of our Government for the purpose of essen- 


tial justice, and perfectly warranted by the spirit of the Honourable Company's: 


: i guarantee, 


akno W, 
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guarantee, I intreated his Excellency to attend, while forming his ultimate 
decision on the first and most important of the questions that were argued in 
your Lordship’s letter; and with this exhortation I concluded my remarks on 


the subject of reform. 


7. With a reference to the second of those questions, the claim of Moonshee 
Alee Nuckee Khan for redress-of the grievances sustained by him. during a 
period of several _ I recalled to his Excellency’s mind the words of his 
Jetter to your Lordship, conveying an absolute proinise to abide by your Lord- 
ship's decision on the merits of the question at issue. That decision his Excel- 
lency would find most fully and explicitly detailed in your Lordship’s letter 
before him, and I could scarcely entertain a doubt of the speedy adjustment of 
the claim in the terms of your Lordship’s decision. 


8. The question of a provision for Hoosein Alee Khan, as far as his Excel- 
lency’s promise was concerned, was exactly similar to the foregoing. His Excel- 
leucy had promised to your Lordship to be guided by your decision on the case ; 
and that decision having now been explained to him, his compliance with it 
should follow of course. : —_ 


9. The only remaining point, I observed, which was treated in your Lord- 
ship’s letter as a matter of Just and immediate demand, was the restoration to 
her Highness the younger Begum of the possessions of her ancestors in Delhi, 
in pursuance of a promise by his Excellency, contained in two of his letters to 
her Highness, copies of which she had produced. On this subject I had nothing 
to add to your Lordship’s most kind and considerate assurance, that his Excel- 
lency’s early compliance would be received as a mark of his friendship and 
attention to the advice of the British Government. : 


10. The Vizier had listened to me in silence during the whole of the discourse 
which is here recorded. He now observed to me, that he had been long in 
expectation of receiving this letter from your Lordship, and was heartily glad 
that it had arrived, because it would necessarily lead to an adjustment, in some 
way or other, of questions that had been too long unsettled, more particularly 
the question of reform; that his affairs were in great and general disorder, 
owlng to the protracted discussion of this question, and that he could not be at 
rest till it was settled. He would carry the letter with him directly to Bebeepore, 
would peruse it with care and attention, and no time should be lost in preparing 
and transmitting an answer, expressive of his final determination on every point 


that it embraced. 


11. I replied, that the answer to be satisfactory must, in my Judgment, be 
short, and might very easily be prepared; that the argument on every part of 
the subject was considered by your Lordship to be exhausted, and his Excel- 
lency’s concession or rejection of the just demands of the Government, which 
your Lordship was determined to persist in,’ was all that was expected or 
required ; that the former alternative was the wisest and most beneficial to the 
true.interests of his Excellency, as well as the most conducive to the preserva- 
tion of his authority and consequence, which were the objects nearest his heart, 
seemed, to my judgment, obvious and indisputable; and, judging on the ques- 
tion as I did, I performed a duty of friendship to his Excellency in recommend- 
ing it most earnestly to his choice. Ata future period, I added, if his Excel- 
lency should unhappily find the independence of his authority to be controlled, 
his consequence among his subjects to be leasened, by any circumstance or course 
of events, he would probably then recollect, and reflect with serious concern on, 
the friendly admonitions which I had so often conveyed to him, with the view of 
averting those evils, and particularly my exhortations of that day. 

12. From the 4th till the 20th instant the Vizier continued at Beebeepore, 
intent, as he daily informed me, on the consideration of your Lordship’s Ictter, 
and occupied in preparing his reply to it. | 

13. Being extremely desirous to bring about a satisfactor 
several subordinatequestions which are agitated in your 


the Vizier before commencing on the work of reform, or at all 
separate the future discussion of this subject from that of every su 


adjustment of the 
ordship’s letter to 
‘events to 
bordinate 
question, 
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question, I addressed a short letter to his Excellency on the Sth instant in 
nearly the following terms. ‘ I transmit, for your Excellency’s consideration, 
«san extract from your friendly letter to the Right Honourable the Governor- 
«¢ General, under date the 17th of Shabaun 1227 (26:h August 1812), expressive 
«¢ of your absolute promise to be guided by his Lordship’s decision on the 
ss cases of Hoosein Alee Khan and Moonshee Alee Nuckee: Khan: and as 
« your Excellency has now been apprized, in a manner the most authentic 
‘and solemn, of his Lordship in Council’s decision on both of the causes at 
«¢ issue, I submit my confident hope, that your Excellency’s promise will be 
‘¢ fulfilled without any further delay, and that the sincerity of your professions 
‘ of friendship and consideration for the British Government will thus 
“ be established beyond a doubt, to the real satisfaction of the Right 
‘© Honourable the Governor Geren in Council, and more particularly to 
‘¢ mine.” : 

14. On the 9th instant I addressed another letter to his Excellency, of 
which the following is a verbal translation: ‘* Your Excellency’s justice and 
‘© benevolence have ultimately enabled me to effect a final and satisfactory 
‘* adjustment of all the most important concerns of her Highness the younger 
Begum, and with the exception of her Highness’s claim for the possessions 
of her ancestors at Delhi, which your Excellency promised to restore to 
her on two separate occasions, in your letters of which copies are enclosed, 
«« T am not aware of any unsettled demand against your Excellency’s Govern- 
‘s ment by her Highness. On the subject of this latter demand, your Exceb 
‘¢ Jency has been recently apprized of the sentiments and wishes of the 
British Government in the Right Honourable the Governor-General’s letter 
of the 2d of July last ; and his Lordship has Jaid his injunctions on me to pro- 
cure the restoration of those possessions to her Highness the Begum, who 
has herself also recently applied to me on the subject, ina letter of wnich a 
copy is enclosed. ‘In | to his Lordship’s command, and in com- 
pliance with the desire of the Begum, I solicit the favour of an order on 
your Excellency’s agent at Delhi for the surrender of her Highness’s 
possessions to the person appointed to take charge of them, who is now 
in attendance on me, An adjustment of the revenues of those possessions, 
and the payment of the balance due to her Highness, can be easily settled 
‘© hereafter.” 


6 
6 


¢ 


15. To the first of the two letters above inserted I received an immediate 
answer: the second has not been honoured withareply. His Excellency’s 
answer to my letter of the 8th instant is expressed in the following terms. 
‘© The truth is, that the discussion regarding the cases of Moonshee Alee 
‘© Nuckee Khan and Hoosein Alee Khan has proceeded to a most disagree- 
“ able length, and cannot be protracted any longer without real uneasiness to 
“me. The affairs of this Government, indeed, must be subject to the greatest 
‘* embarrassment, until all the questions that are agitated in the Right Honour- 
able the Governor-General’s letter be settled, and consequently I can never 
be unmindful for a moment of the necessity of bringing them to an adjust- 
‘ment. Iam sedulously occupied in perusing all the papers that have refe- 
© rence to those points; but as the cases of the Moonshee and the Khan form 
“« parts of the Governor-General’s letter, until the terms of my answer to that 
letter be adjusted I cannot take up any of those cases.” 


wn 


an ht 


6 


16, The evasive nature and object of his Excellency’s letter, above quoted, 
must be evident to your Lordship in Council from a mere perusal of its terms : 
but they were rendered still more manifest to me by the reports of his Excel- 
lency’s proceedings at Bebeepore, and of the counsels by which he is known to 
be influenced in his opposition to the views of our Government. I replied to 
his Excellency’s letter by a message to the following effect, delivered in writing 
to my Moonshee, for the purpose of being read by his Excellency: ‘ The dis- 
“ pasition evinced to my judgment by the contents of your Excellency’s letter 
“* of yesterday has filled me with grief and concern. I can scarcely suppose it 
Pe to, be possible that your Excellency should form'a wish to depart from a posi- 
1 HVE Pyouitse on ‘any point, conveyed either verbally or in writing, to me or to 

Any One*else; but an unconditional promise: contained in a letter from your 
. 6 X ‘“ Excellency 
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“* so solemn a nature, that my mind rejects the idea of a departure from it in AnY 
“.gespect. Yet if your Excellency were disposed to fulfil your assurance in 
‘* behalf.of the Moonshee, I can scarcely account for a delay in your issuing 
“ the several orders which the Governor-General has proposed to you. The: 
“ words of your Excellency’s letter to his Lordship are these: ‘Whatever your 
“ ¢ Lordship desires, inform me of it,-and I shall act. accordingly.’ His Lord- 
“ ship’s reply is as follows: ‘I deem it incumbent on your Excellency’s justice 
“* “to issue your positive orders to the Aumil of Sandee for the release and res- 
“ *toration to the Moonshee of his hereditary possessions in that district,’ &c.. 
“ Under these circumstances, let me respecttully inquire of your Excellency 
“‘ what is meant by the expression in your letter to me, ‘that you cannot take 
“ ‘up the case of the Moonshee;’ a case that is absolutely decided by your Ex- 
“ cellency’s unconditional promise, and that requires but a few lines of an order 
** to your Excellency’s Aumil of Sandee, ‘till the terms of your answer be 
‘* «settled :’ and if such be the disposition of your mind with a reference to a 
“* case that is decided, what hope can your well-wisher indulge of a speedy and 
‘* satisfactory adjustment of the other questions at issue, so as to strengthen, or 
“* even to preserve, the relations of friendship and harmony subsisting between 
“‘ the two States. I beseech your Excellency most earnestly to issue your 
“ orders without delay in the terms of his Lordship’s requisition for the redress 
“ ofthe grievances of the Moonshee, and the restoration of his just’rights. I 
*¢ farther exhort your Excellency, with similar earnestness and anxiety, to com- 
“ ply with his Lordship’s request of a provision for Hloosein Alee Khan, and to 
** issue your orders immediately for the restoration to her Highness the Begum 
‘* of the possessions of her ancestors at Dehli, so that nothing may remain for 
“ discussion between your Excellency and me, save the important question of 
“ reform, and the execution, in concurrence with each other, of the salutary 
' arrangements connected with it; and that your Excellency’s friendly reply to. 
*¢ the Right Honourable the Governor-General’s letter, instead-of the labour of 
“ many more days, may be a short and satisfactory declaration of your acqui- 
“'escence in all his demands:—your fulfilment of his just expectations. I 
‘¢ intreat your Excellency to be assured of the truth and sincerity of the friend- 
“ ship with which I submitted my advice tu your Excellency on each and alt 
“ of those points at our conference on Saturday last, and that whoever may 
“ advise you to act otherwise than in compliance with my friendly admonition, 
“ in the name of the Right Honourable the Governor. General, is an enemy to 
“ your person and Government, however spectous his counsels may eppear. I 
‘© concur most cordially in the justness of your Excellency’s remark, that the 
“ whole of the concerns of your Government must be subject to enbarrassment 
“ and disorder, until the questions that have been agitated, and are at issue, be 
‘© brought to a satisfactory conclusion. But the real cause of this disorder is 
“ manifestly no other than that which the Right Honourable the Governor-Gene- 
‘ ral has described to your Excellency in the coucluding paragraph of his letter, 
“ namely, your Excellency’s reluctance to conform to the counsels of the Bri- 
“ tish Government; and it is at all times in ea Excellency’s power, by & 
‘* prompt and sincere compliance with the just demands and salutary advice of 
“ that Government, to rectify every disorder, tu secure the prosperity of your 
‘* dominions, and the ease and happiness of your mind.” 


17. The Vizier’s reply-to my message, which my Moonshee saw him read with 
attention, was conceived in the following terms: “That he was sorry to 
“observe my suspicion of his wish to evade or resist: the demands of the 
“ British Government, as. conveyed. by your Lordship’s letter to him; that 
“any longer evasion or delay was obviously out of the question ; the dis- 
“ cussion. of all the poiats in dispute had already lasted for years, and ‘an end 
‘must be put to it immediately ; that resistance to your Cordship' 4 demands 
“ was obviously out of his power, and no resource but acqniescence remained ; 
“that be was occupied from morning till night in preparing i ‘reply to the 
“ letter, and that I should receive it in a very few days. What then was the 
“occasion for hurry on any particular subject, when the whiole must be 
“ settled so speedily ? My importunities might perplex and disturb. bisa, | but 
“ could answer no beneficial end.”’ a oe o. : - 

| . The 
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18, Thé purport of the message above stated, had a natural tendency to 

ersuade me that his Excellency the Vizier was at length happily convinced 
of the necessity of his acquiescence in the just demands of our Government, 
with a reference to the question of reform and to all the other questions that 
are agitated in your Lordship’s letter to his address; and therefore I deemed 
itto be my duty to refrain from any further importu nity withhis Excellency, 
till the result of his deliberation should be known. | 


19. My subsequent communications with the Vizier were accordingly 
limited to the object of accelerating the redress of the grievances of some 
sepoys and other dependants of our Government, and _ particularly of Mal 
Tewaree Naick, whose case is already known to your Lordship in Council, and 
whose personal attendance in Lucknow, although summoned again from 
Benares at the express desire of the Vizier, for the purpose of reclaiming his 
property, by making oath to its value and extent, has hitherto proved totally 
ineffectual to the redress of his manifest wrongs. The extraordinary, though 
characteristic pretext, on which his Excellency the Vizier has attempted 
to evade the fulfilment of his promise in behalf of this unfortunate Naick, is 
worthy of particular animadversion. The Aumil, er Deputy Aumil, by whom 
Mal ‘ewaree was imprisoned and plundered, has been dismissed from the 
Vizier’s employment, and his Excellency is now pleased to argue that the 
power of doing justice to Mat Tewaree is entirely out of his hands ; “ for,” says 
his Excellency, “I did not plunder Mal ‘Tewarree, and why should I be 
‘s required to compensate his loss? Let him seek his redress from Imrut 
© Loll (the displaced Aumil), in whom I or my Government have no farther 
“concern.” It can scarcely be necessary to contrast, for your Lordship in 
Council’s information, the words of his Excellency’s promise with the argu- 
ment that has thus been adduced. “¢ When he (Mal ‘Tewarree) attends and makes 
‘oath to his losses, his property, or the value of it, shall be restored.” ‘My 
further proceedings, with a view to the redress of the wrongs of Mal Tewaree; 
and the result of those proceedings, it necessary, shall be reported to your 
Lordship in Council through the medium of the Secretary to Government, 


20. On the evening of Saturday, the 25th instant, I received the Vizier’s 
reply to your Lordship’s letter, and had the mortification of finding it to b 
written in the same perverse and unhappy disposition of mind which his 
Excellency has uniformly evinced for so long a period of time, and which 
precluded any reasonable expectation of his cordial concurrenee with me in 
the execution of the reforms of his Government proposed by your Lordship 
in Council, or his willing concession of any other of the remaining points in 
dispute. A reluctant and compulsive assent to the system recommended by 
your Lordship, or an assurance that it shall be carried into effect, and a 
promise, as evasive as the former, of the restoration of’ the rights of Moonshee 
Alee Nuckee Khan, are the only points in the letter which seem worthy of 
notice for the present. It is my intention hereafter, if it be necessary, or if 
his Excellency shall not see cause to recall the letter entirely, and substitute 
a more proper one in its stead, to submit a translation of it to your Lordship, 
with reniurks on its general spirit and tenor, and on the extraordinary asser- 
tions which it contains, 


21. Immediately on my perusal of the letter, 1 sent a message ty his Excel- 


lency the Vizer, expressive of my serious concern at the disposition and 
temper of mind in which his Excellency appeared to have addressed the 
head of the British Government in India, and more particularly at the 
munifest inconsistency of the view which his Excellency had now taken of the 
several questions at issue, with the purport of his messages on those subjects 
delivered to meso recently by my Moonshee. I added my intention to wait on 
him on the morning of the following Monday, for the purpose of offering some 
remarks on the general-tenor of' his letter and the consequences likely to be 
produced by it; after which, if his Excellency wished it, the letter shuuld be 
forwarded to the Presidency without any further delay. 


_ 98. The eccurrence of the Eed upon Monday precluded an interview with 
his Excellency till the morning of the 28th instant, when he did me the honour 


of 
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of breakfasting with me. We had a conference of several hours; and the 

result was, his Excellency’s expression of a desire to recal his letter, with a 

seeming sincere resolution to alter its general spirit, and to express at least in 

a more cordial manner his acquiescence in the system of reform, as well 

feed do immediate justice with a reference to the claims of Alee Nuckee 
an. 


23. I have acquiesced in his Excellency’s desire to a certain extent, by promis- 
ing to suspend the despatch of the letter to your Lordship until the evening of 
the 30th instant, when I have declared my resolution to forward it, with such 
remarks as the occasion requires, unless I receive in the mean time some satis- 
factory demonstration on his part of a happy change in his sentiments and 
counsels, with regard to all the matters in dispute. | 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow Residency, | (Signed) J. Baruir, 
29th September 1813. Resident. 





To the Right Honourable Gilbert Lord Minto, Governor-General in Council, 
&e. &e. &e. 
My Lord: 

1. In continuation of the subject of my despatch under date the 29th ultimo, 
I have now the peculiar satisfaction of announcing to your Lordship in Coun- 
cil a complete, and apparently, a sincere alteration in the counsels and senti- 
ments of the Vizier, with regard to every matter in dispute between the 
British Government and his Excellency. 


2. The result, although not the detail, of my conference with his Excellency 


‘on Tuesday last, is already before your Lordship in Council. The nature of 


the arguments which I used to convince his Excellency of the danger to 
which he was exposing himself unnecessarily, as well as unwisely, by his con- 
tinued and perverse opposition to the just demands of our Government and 
to your Lordship’s most salutary advice, needs not to be described on this 
occasion. 


3. His Excellency at parting with me desired that my -Moonshee, Alce 
Nuckee Khan, should attend him on Wednesday, for the purpose of submit- 
ting his sunnuds and obtaining the restoration of his rights. When the 
Moonshee waited on the Vizier, his Excellency, instead of examining his sun- 
nuds, engaged him in a conversation on the subject of the contents of his letter 
to your Lordship, which he concluded that the Moonshee had seen. He 
observed, that I was highly dissatisfied with the purport of that letter, and that 
he wished, if it were possible, to alter it in the manner which I had proposed. 


‘That there were four points agitated in the fetter: the reform, which his Excel- 


lency had agreed to by compulsion; the Moonshee’s own claim, which he had 
now determined to concede as a mark of his friendship forme; the demand of a 
provision for Hoosein Alee Khan, which, to a small or trifling extent, he was 
also disposed to acquiesce in; and the question of the possessions in Dehli, 
unjustly claimed by the Begum, whose brother, smam-ood-Deen Khan, and his 
children, had a preferable right to those possessions. ‘lhe Moonshee very pro- 
perly answered, that he was not entrusted nor authorized by me to make any 
representation to his Excellency, save with a reference to his own claims; but, 
as an old servant of mine, that he would venture to receive and communicate 
any friendly proposal from his Excellency, with a certainty of its meeting with 
attention. 


4. From the Moonshee’s report of his further conversation with the Vizier, 
I gathered that his Excellency’s principal objection in reality, though a num- 
ber of others were'stated, to the adoption of the system of reform, was not an 
objection to its principle, nor even to the general outline of the plan, as 
described in your Lordship’s letter of the 28th December 1810, but was 
founded on anarticle of the agreement between his Excellency and me, under 
date the 4th of April 1811, by which he considered himself bound to sabmit to 


my inspection the whole of the revenue accounts of his dominions, estes 
 obtai 
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obtain my approbation of every scheme of assessment of a district before the 
settlement should be carried into effect ; or, in other words, agreeably to his 
Excellency’s construction, to place the power of assessment of his revenue in 
the hands of the British Government or its representative ; and that if this 
objection could be removed, there was reasonable ground to expect the Vizier’s 
cordial concurrence in the measures of reform, and his concession, partial or 
total, of every other matter in dispute. 


5. That nothing could be more remote from your Lordship in Council’s 
intention than the ground of his Excellency’s alarm which is stated in the fore- 
going paragraph, was sufficiently obvious to me, and I determined to strain 
every nerve, to exert every faculty of reasoning, to banish this fear from his 
mind, and to convince him that a just and moderate assessment of his domi- 
nions for a fixed period of time, with security to the landholders and cultiva- 
tors for a strict adherence to the terms of their engagements with the Govern- 
ment and with each other, was all that your Lordship bad in view, and that no 
tiwarranted nor unnecessary, and far less an indelicate, interference in the 
minute details of his Excellency’s administration of his revenue was ever con- 
templated by me. That if'no coercion were used at the time of the settlement 
with the landholders, the terms of it would necessarily be just and moderate, 
and that unless the British troops were required to coerce the Zemindars, I 
should never consider it to be my duty to inquire at what rate the estate of any 
landholdet was assessed, nor even to ask information from his Excellency 
regarding the revenue of any portion of his dominions. That in cases where 
the aid of our troops might be required, his Excellency would, of course, in 
the first instance, endeavour to satisfy himself, and would deem it reasonable 
to satisfy me by the production of authenticated documents, that the dematid 
to be enfurced was a just one; and that beyond this fair and legitimate object, 
the British Government had no desire whatever to interfere between his Excel- 
lency or his Aumils and the landholders. 


6. A number of messares having reference to this particular question had 
passed between his Excellency and me, through the medium of Moonshee 
Alice Nuckee Khan, during Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday ; and this morn- 
ing 1 waited on his Excellency by appointment, and had a conference with him 
of several hours. ‘The details of this conference shall be reported for your 
Lordship in Council’s information at a period of greater leisure. 


In the mean time I congratulate your Lordship, with the most cordial and 
unfeigned satisfaction, on what I consider to be the happy adjustment of every 
important question depending between your Lordship’s Government and the 
Vizier. 


His Excellency’s cordial concurrence in the general outline of reform recom- 
mended by your Lordship’s letter of the 28th December 1810, and in all the 
essential deta‘ls of it, was announced to me in a manner the most solemn; and 
his Excellency has promised, with every degree of apparent sincerity, to record 
that concurrence under his seal, in a letter to your Lordship’s address, and in 
terms suggested by me, as soon as a letter can be prepared. Justice has been 
rendered to Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan, by an order, under the seal of the 
Vizier, addressed to his Aumil of Sandee, in the terms, or nearly the terms of 
your Lordship’s letter to his Excellency. A provision of two thcusand rupees 

er month, which I consider as liberal and ample, has becn promised by his 
Pekcileacs the Vizier to Hoosein Alee Khan and the other indigent members 
of the family of the late Hyder Beg Khan. The value of the property claimed by 
Mal 'Tewaree, Naick of the Honourable Company’s service, is in train of liqui- 
dation by the displaced Aumil, who plundered him; and her Highness the 
younger Begum’s claim for the restoration of her father’s possessions in Dehli 
has been admitted, to the extent which the Mohummudan law authorizes witty 
‘a reference to her brother’s rights. 


7. On taking leave of his Excellency this morning he embraced me in the 
most cordial manner at the door of his palace, where all his native courtiers and 
- a number of English gentlemen were assembled, for the purpose; as he stated 

| 6 Y to 


Bengal Political 
Consuitatiune, ' 
Lo Oct. IBIS 

Letter 
from Itesident at 
Lucknow. 


Benga} Political 
Consultations, 
15 Oct. 1813. 


Letter 
from Seoretary to 
Government. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
22 Oct. 1813. 





Letter 
from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


542 , OUDE PAPERS. 


to me in private, of demonstrating to his subjects at large the happy result of 
our conference, and manifesting to all around him that the uneasiness and 
anxiety of his mind, which had long been apparent to his courtiers, were now 
entirely removed. 

I have, &c. 


Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Bariuie, 
2d October 1818. : Resident. 





To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches, dated. 
respectively the 29th September and 2d instant, the latter communicating the 
gratifying intelligence of the assent of his Excellency the Vizier to the plan 
submitted to him by the British Government for the reform of his administra- 
tion, and his Exccllency’s compliance with the other requisitions contained in 
the late Governor-General’s letter to his address of the 2d of July last. 


2. The contents of that despatch have afforded the Governor-General in 
Council a very high degree of satisfaction, and encouraged his Lordship in 
Council to hope that the strenuous and persevering exertions of the Govern- 
ment to introduce into the territory of Oude, with the concurrence of the 
Vizier, a system of administration calculated no less to secure his Excellency’s 
real interests than to promote the ease, happiness, and prosperity of his subjects, 
may ultimately be attended with their merited success. 


3. The Governor-General in Council anxiously expects the receipt of his 
Excellency’s letter in reply to that above referred to, and his Lordship in 
Council trusts that the delay which has occurred in its transmission is not 
occasioned by any hesitation on the part of his Excellency to confirm, ina 
direct address to the Governor-General, those assurances which he has so 
solenmnly conveyed to you. Until the Vizier’s letter and your further commu- 
Rications shall be received, it would be premature to enter into any detailed 
remarks on the subject of your despatches. His Lordship in Council, however, 
cannot allow to pass this occasion of signifying to you his high approbation of 
the manner in which you have conducted to its present apparently favourable 
stage, a negotiation, in the course of which you have received the repeated 
acknowledgments, approbation, and applause of this Government. 


I have, &c. 


Fort-Wilham, (Signed) J. ADAM, 
15th October 1513. Secretary to Government. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 22d October 1813. 
To the Right Honourable Gilbert Lord Minto, Governor-General in Council, 


&e. &c. &c. 
My Lord: 

1. I have this day received from his Excellency the Vizier, and transmitted 
to the Persian Department, the promised letter from his Excellency to your 
Lordship’s address, which is reterred to in my despatch of the 2d instant, 
expressive of the Vizier’s cordial consent to the salutary reforms of his Govern- 
ment recommended by your Lordship in Council, and his concession, partial or 
total, of all the other demands which are stated in your Lordship’s letter to 
his Excellency of the 2d of July last. 


2. It was my wish and suggestion to the Vizier that his Excellency should 
entirely refrain from noticing, in his letter to your Lordship, any one of the 
various points which were formerly matters of dispute between the two 


Governments, but had been settled to your Lordship’s satisfaction, and that his 
Excellency 
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Excellency should carefully avoid any restrospective observation or expression 
that could tend to qualify the harmony which seems now to be happily re- 
established between the British Government and himself. 


3. A handsome or unqualified concession, however, is unfortunately quite 
inconsistent with the disposition of his Excellency the Vizier; and my know- 
ledge of his Excellency’s character has tended to excite agreeable surprize in 
my mind, rather than any degree of disappointment, at the terms in which his 
letter is conceived. 


4. Any further remarks which may occur to me as necessary to be submitted 
to Government, on the general tenor of the letter, or particular observations 
contained in it, shall form the subject of a future despatch. For the present, 
and in the contemplation of your Lordship’s carly return to England, I content 
myself with repeating my sincere and respectful congratulations on the success 
of the exertions of your Lordship’s Government to persuade his Excellency the 
Vizierof the necessity and advantage of a reform in the administration of the 
revenue of his dominions. | 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Bariure, 
12th October 1813. Resident. 





EXTRACT BENGAL SECRET PERSIAN CORRESPONDENCE, 
1813. 
From his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. (Received the 22d October 1818.) 
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Letter 


I have had the honour to receive your Lordship’s obliging letter of the 2d of 4... the Vizier. 


July, urging me to introduce the proposed system of reform into my reserved 
dominions. 


Your Lordship has observed, that the delay which has occurred in the pre- 
paration of your answer to my letter, has arisen partly from the occupation of 
your time by other matters of public exigency, and partly by a hope that I 
should have been convinced of the justice of the arguments employed by Major 
Baillie, for the purpose of effecting an adjustment of all depending questions, 
and that a fair prospect would consequently be afforded of a removal of the 
evils of the present system of my Government, by the introduction of the plan 
of administration recommended to my adoption; but that your Lordship has 
now found yourself compelled to address me in terms of remonstrance and 
expostulation, which it can neither be agreeable to yonr Lordship to use, nor to 
me to hear. 


The case is this: —I have no kind sympathizing friend but your eebiie s and 
in fact I consider my individual happiness and welfare to depend on your Lord- 
ship’s kindness, and I look for the presperity, the success, and the good of m 
Government, exclusively to the aid, assistance, and protection of the British 
Government. When, therefore, I entertained objections to the proposed sys- 
tem of reform, I stated them to Major Baillie, who in the course of his confer. 
ences said that he would endeavour, as far as he was able, to remove those ob- 
jections ; and that if any should still remain, your Lordship would remove them, 
and satisfy my mind in the fullest manner. I was therefore under the neces- 
sity of addressing mysclfto your Lordship on the subject ; and the establishment 
of the proposed system was suspended until an answer should be received to my 
letter, an:| my doubts be removed. Now, however, your Lordship has com- 

lained of my not having carried the proposed system into effect. But let your 

ordship have the goodness to consider, that if my mind had been relieved 
from those doubts and objections, there would have been no necessity for 
communicating them to your Lordship. 


_ With regard to your Lordship’s assurance, that it is impossible that the Bri- 
tish Government should ever propose to me the adoption of a measure having 
, the 
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the most remote tendency to diminish my personal consequence, or to impair 
the just authority of my Government, your Lordship’s personal kindness and 
the friendship subsisting between the two Governments afford a well-grounded 
hope, that such will always be the conduct of the British Government towards 
me, since: fidelity to its engagements is the peculiar characteristic of that 
Government; while J, on my part, am bound by treaty (as indeed it is also a 
pleasure to me) to conform to its advice. 


Your Lordship has declared, that no lapse of time nor change of circum- 
stances will induce the British Government to relinquish a measure, which it 
considers to be essential to the welfare and happiness of my subjects, to the 
promotion of my own substantial ease, comfort, and advantage, and to the 
reputation and interests of both Governments, and which it is bound by the most 
solemn obligations to persevere in seeing carried into effect, according to the 
provisions of the treaty. 


I never can propose, or even desire, that the British Government gnould 
refrain from advising and adopting any measure which may be according to 
treaty; on the contrary, I consider the advice of the British Government to be 
conducive to the support and prosperity of my interests. Your Lordship’s 
writing to me, therefore, in this manner, is an additional source of comfort to 
my mind. 


With regard to your Lordship’s remark, that by refusing to carry the pro- 
posed system of administration into effect, I shall violate an express stipulation 
of the treaty of 1801: the fact is, that nothing can be further from my thoughts 
than the violating an article ofthe treaty. If 1 were to persevere (in refusing) 
to carry into effect a system of administration for my country which shall be 
according to treaty, then I should assuredly be guilty of a violation of an 
express article of the treaty: but if am disposed to introduce into niy reserved 
dominions, through the medium of my own officers, and with the advice and 
assistance of the British Government, a system of administration conducive to 
the prosperity of my subjects, and calculated to secure the lives and property of 
the inhabitants, I am satisfied that the British Government will not entertain 
this opinion with respect to me. 


Heaven forbid that I should be disposed to act contrary to treaty! I am per- 
fectly ready to establish a system of administration by my own authority, and 
through the medium of my own public officers, with the advice of the British 
Government. My desire was, that the proposed system, after the removal of 
my objections and the concession of such points as appeared to affect my con- 
sequence and dignity, should be carried into effect. Now that your Lordship’s 
kindness, and the recent conferences with Major Baillie, and the assurances 
afforded by that officer on bis own part, combined with a promise of obtaining 
similar assurances from your Lordship with respect to the concession of certain 
trifling points in the proposed system, especially the furnishing the Resident at 
my Court with the papers relating to the assessment, &c. sent in by the Ameens, 
which would be in the highest degree degrading ; also your Lordship’s express 
assurance that the adoption of the plan of reform will secure my ease and com- 
fort, and gencrally the prosperity of all my concerns, and that the aid of the 
British troops will be afforded me, and that the system is in every respect for 
my advantage, and your promise that Major Baillie will employ his exertions to 
uphold and eupport my consequence, power, and authority, have relieved my 
mind and inspired me with confidence ; | agree to the introduction of the sys- 
tein proposed in your Lordship’s letter of the 28th of December 1810. 


As, indeed, my comfort and happiness, and the prosperity and welfare of my 
Government, entitcly depend on the assistance and protection of the British 
Government, L shall cheerfully exert myself to carry into effect the proposed 
system by my own authority, through the medium of my own public officers, 
that is to say, the assessment of the ands throughout the country shall be regu- 
lated by the rcai assets of the several districts, to be ascertained by actual inves 
tigation, and be fixed for a certain sum, and that assessment shall be increased 
only ip proportion to the angmentation of resources in the several districts. ‘The 


revenue to be paid by the Zemindars, renters and Ryots, also, shall be fixed Hi i 
‘alt 
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full investigation by Ameens of the capacity of the lands, by written engage- 
ments, which shall be guaranteed by the State, that no more than what is speci- 
fied in those engagements may, on any account, be exacted from the parties; and 
the Zemindars and others shall have the privilege of appealing to the authority 
of the Government against any violation on the part of the Aumils, that the 
Jatter may be restrained from oppression. 


All these arrangements shall be adopted in establishing the proposed system of 
reform. When any Zemindar shall be refractory about paying bis rent, copies of 
his cabooleat and pottah shall, if necessary, be scut to the Resident, that he may 
see them, and punish such refractory individuals. 


With regard to Moonshce Alec Nuckee Khan, after exposing the real state of 
the case to your Lordship, and imparting to you my own sentiments on it, I, 
from motives of respect to your Lordship, added, that I was ready to do whatever 
might be your Lordship’s wish ; and 1 was expecting that your Lordship would 
write to desire, that after inspecting and examining his sunnuds, I would restore 
him to his just rights. Your Lordship having been pleased again tu desire me 
tocomply with the points relating to his case, with the view of promoting your 
Lordship’s satisfaction, I have given orders for the execution of them. 


With respect to what your Lordship has written on the subject of restoring the 
stipend enjoyed by the family of the late Hyder Beg Khan to his younger son 
Hoosein Alee Khan, the case ts this: —I declared to your Lordship, in the fullest 
and most unqualificd manner, my ignorance of the grant, the payment, or the 
discontinuance, of such a stipend. At the sau-e time, | distinctly intimated to 
your Lordship, that if, besides the stipend, the right to which could not in any 
manner be proved, there was any thing else which your Lordship desired, I was 
ready todo it to the extent of my ability. 


I never knew, nor do I know, any thing of the grant of the stipend in ques- 
tion; nor was it discontinued im my time. If the stipend had actually been 
granted, some trace of it siust certainly have appeared among the records of 
my Government. Under these circumstances, it is by no means incumbent 
upon me to grant the stipend ; but as Iam sincerely disposed to promote your 
Lordship’s satisfaction to the utmost of my power, I beg leave to inform your 
Lordship, that at the suggestion of Major Baillie, I have assigned the sum of 
2,000 rupees a month for the maintenance and support of all the surviving mem- 

ers of the family of the late Ilyder Beg Khan. 


With respect to what your Lordship has written with the pen of kind- 
ness on the subject of her Highness the Bhabee Begum (Shums-oon-Nissa), 
and of my issuing an order for the release of her lands, houses, and gardens at 
Delhi, and paying the amount of the collections which I have received from 
them, I have to observe, ‘that I have never been deficient in paying due respect 
to her Highness; but she, on her part, has not demeaned herself’ towards me 
in a manner suitable to her relationship to me, or to my dignity as sovereign. 
On this subject I mentioned several circumstances in my letter written at the 
close of the month of Shabaun (8th of September 1812); but not having been 
gratified by an answer to it, I have, agreeably to Major Baillie’s desire, com- 
muted the khassa (victuals) for a payment in money; and, in commutation of 
the jagier, I have given more than the jumma; so that I suffer a considerable 
loss: but out of compliment to Major Baillie, I have not made any dispute 
about it. If your Lordship, however, will consider justly, you will be satisfied 
that I am not required by the tenor of my engagements to assign any monthly 
or annual allowance to persons who leave my dominions. ‘Two villages which 
are stated in the schedule of the muhls of the jagier to be rent-free (minhdee),. 
and which do not belong to the jagier, remain as a separate tenure, and 1 have 
not even now taken possession of them. At the time that her Highness deter- 
mined to retire to Elahabad, I endeavoured, through Major Baillie, to divert 
her from her purpose, by the language of conciliation and kindness, and by 
representation, to all which she paid no attention whatever: and when she 
. retired from her jagier to Selimpore, and Major Baillie prepared to proceed 

to that place, for the purpose of prevailing upon her Highness to return, IL 
gave a letter to Major Baillie to his own address, dated the 13th of Zeckaud, 
6 Z 1227 
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1227 Hijjuree (19th November 1812), and asked him what your Lordship would 
say now ; when he said, that the blame rested not with me, but with her High- 
ness. J have no doubt that your Lordship has received a copy of that letter, 
from which, and the representations of Major Baillie, your Lordship will be 
apprized of the conciliatory line of conduct which [ have pursued towards her. 
Highness. Major Baillie being your Lordship’s representative, his word is, in. 
fact, the same as your Lordship’s. Be pleased, then, to reflect well, whether,. 
when the representations of that officer fail to produce any effect, and are dis- 
regarded by her Highness, any conciliation or kindness on my part could suc- 
ceed in making an impression on her mind. Be pleased to consider, that if, 
notwithstanding all this consideration towards her Highness on my part, she 
will not be reconciled, and will remain at variance with me, I am not in fault; 
TI cannot help it. None of the ladics of this family ever went elsewhere: an 
instance of it, therefore, occurring in my own time, is a source of deep concern 
tomy mind. As to the villages, lands, and gardens, if’ any one had a claim to 
them, it was her Flighness’s brother, the late Emani-ood-Deen Khan, who had 
the claim, and after him her nephew, Hoosein-ood-Deen Khan. Besides, these 
Jands have remained under the same circumstances as they were before my 
time. I did not resume them; and formerly, when [ made a promise to her 
Highness to restore them, Emam-ood-Deen Khan was alive. [mam-ood- 
Deen Khan, Hoosein-ood-Deen Khan, and her Highness were all here. Now 
that her Highness has chosen to leave this place, she solely cannot assert a 
claim to the proprictary right of those lands. 


With regard to what your Lordship has written respecting her Highness the 
Bhow Begum, the case is this :—The points regarding her Highness have been 
settled according to the desire of Major Baillie, bat her Highness has obtained 
possession of several places which belong to me, and a large sum of money is 
due to me from her. Notwithstanding the promise of the British Government, 
the adjustment of this, and all other points relating to me, is suspended. ‘The 
fugitives from my territories, who seek an asylum in her Highness’s jagier, also 
go unpunished ; and her Ifghness pays no regard to my representations. With 
respect to the ladies of the khoord muhl, disgrace and dishonour have occurred. 
Tam degraded and debased by these domestic events. 1 stated them fully to 
your Lordship ; but on that subject, also, I have not been gratified by any 
answer. I donot think it necessary to advert to them specifically, on the 
present occasion; but I must observe, that according to the tenor of the 
engagement concluded between her Highness and me, the interference of her 
Highness in the concerns of the ladies of the khoord mull, and in the distri- 
bution of their stipends, is subject to this condition—that, whenever requisite, 
she will render me kindness and assistance. 


The fact however is, that at the time of Marquess Wellesley’s coming (to 
Lucknow), I had occasion tor lacs of rupees; but I received no kindness or 
assistance whatever from her Highness. [ did myself the honour to address 
your Lordship on this subject also. Your Lordship’s not favouring me with an 
answer to that communication, or witha reply to the letter in which I expressed 
a desire to pay my personal respects to your T.ordship, and your not furnishing 
me with a plan of a system of commerce, notwithstanding the promise of it, 
and the allowing such a length of time to elapse, certainly indicate a want of 
kindness. 


The departure of Hyder Buksh from this place without coming to any 
adjustment, the non-receipt of the money due from Khanazad Khan (Mirza 
Jaun), and the collecting of the duties from the Subzee Mundee (green market) 
at Delhi, contrary to usage, although it be in itself a trifling matter, with 
reference to the friendship subsisting between the two governments, which: 
has —— the interests of both, are a source of regret and concera. to my 
mind, 


As my welfare and happiness, and the prosperity of the concerns of my: — 
Government, depend on your Lordship’s personal kindness, and the aid and. 


assistance of the British Government, if I were not to represent these cit- 
cumstances. 
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cumstances to your Lordship, and were not to solicit assistance from the British 
Government, what should I do? 


I formerly expressed an intention of travelling: I therefore wished, after 
obtaining your Lordship’s permission for that purpose, to set out for Calcutta ; 
and, after having the honour of paying my respects to your Lordship, and 
stating to you all the particulars of my situation, I proposed, if it should seem 
expedient, with your Lordship’s approbation and sanction, agreeably to. the 
anxious wish I have long entertained, to prosecute my travels and return: but 
having now heard of your Lordship’s resignation and intention to return imme- 
diately to England, I have relinquished all thoughts of it. 


May your Lordship’s prosperity and happiness be permanent. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 29th October 1813. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government. 
Sir: 

1. Ehave the honour of transmitting to you, for the notice of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council, the enclosed copies of letters 
and other documents which I have recently addressed to the officers command- 
ing the British troops at the posts of Buhramgath and Secrora. 


2. His Excellency the Vizier’s first intimation to me of an insurrection in 
his district of Dureeabad was unaccompanied (from inotives of diffidence, I 
presume, on the part of his Excellency) by any application for the aid of the 
British troops ; but as it almost immediately followed his acquiescence in the 
measures of reform, I was vlad to avail myself of an opportunity of manifesting 
a cordial desire to promote his Excellency’s views, and even to anticipate his re- 
quisition, by offering the aid of our troops to quell the insurreetion in Dureeabad ; 
suggesting to his Excellency, however, the measures which appeared to be 
proper with the view of superseding any active military operations, and which 
his Excellency most cheerfully agreed to. desiring me to furnish him with drafts 
of the requisition to be addressed to myself, and of the mandates to be issued 
to his landholders. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
14th October 1813. Resident. 


To Captain Raper, commanding the Troops at Buhramgath. 
Sir: 

i. I transmit, for your information and guidance, a translation of a letter 
received from his Excellency the Vizier, and of a mandate addressed by his 
Excellency to the rebellious landholders and others who are mentioned in ‘his 
letterto my address, Two original mandates, under his Excellency’s seal, are 
also transmitted to you, for the purpose of being forwarded under your orders. 


2. Immediately on your receipt of this despatch, you will be pleased to 
transmit the enclosed mandates to Hurdut Sing and the other persons 
described, by a careful and intelligent non-commissioned officer or sepoy 
of your detachment to be selected for this duty, instructing him to warn 
the Talookadars and Zemindars of the gross impropriety of their conduct, 
and of the severe and exemplary punishment which must inevitably be the 
consequence Of their persisting in it; apprizing them, at the same time, that 
you are authorized and prepared to proceed with the troops under your com- 
mand, for the purpose of dispersing their followers and protecting the Aumil 
of the district, unless implicit obedience be paid to the mandate of his 
Excellency the Vizier. 


3. A 
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3. A copy of this despatch will be forwarded to Major Macmorine, com- 
manding the troops at Secrora, to whom, as well as to me, you will be 
pleased to report your proceedings ; and Major Macmorine wil! be instructed, 
if necessary, to reinforce the detachment under your command. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. BarnutE, 
10th October 1813, | Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 9th October 1813.) 


I transmitted to you yesterday a paper of intelligence received from Duree- 
abad, containing an account of the rebellious conduct of Hurdut Sing, Talooka- 
dar of Sireegaung. 


As it appears that this person has collected a considerable force, with 
which he has surrounded the Aumil and cut off his supplies, there is reason to 
apprehend the destruction of the Aumil, unless measures for his relief be imme- 
diately adopted; and therefore 1 request that you will write to the command- 
ing-officer of the troops at Secrora to put a step to the rebellious conduct of. 
the above-mentioned Talookadar, and to prevent Goordut Sing, Daoed Khan, 
and others, from aiding and abetting him. 


An Ameen will be deputed from hence, with all practicable expediticn, to 
‘Investigate and settle the dispute between the Aumil and the above-mentioned 
Talookadar according to justice. Until the arrival of the Ameen, let the 
Talookadar be prevented from committing any outrage against the Aumil. 





Perwannah addressed to Hurdut Sing, 10th October 1813. 


It has been represented to the Presence, that you have collected a force 
with rebellious intentions, and have actually attacked the Aumil of the Sircar 
Amrut Loll, whose force you have surrounded for the purpose of cutting off 
his supplies : It is, therefore, written to you, that an Ameen has been appointed 
and deputed from the Presence to proceed immediately to Dureeabad, and 
settle your dispute with the Aumil according to justice. Do you, therefore, 
refrain from your rebellious practices, dismiss your followers, and await the 
arrival of the Ameen ; or otherwise be prepared to receive the most severe 
and exemplary punishment from a detachment of British troops, which has 
been ordered to proceed against you immediately, in case of your disobeying 
this mandate. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) J. BatLute, 
Resident. 





Perwannah acidressed to Goordut Sing and others, tn similar terms. 


A true translation: 


" (Signed) J. Baruyr, 
Resident. 





To Major Macmorine, commanding the Troops at Secrora. 
Sir : 

1. I have the honour of transmitting, for your information and guidance, the 
enclosed copy of a letter which I have this day addressed to Captain Raper, 
commanding the troops at Buhramgath, with copies of the several documents 
which are referred to in that letter. 


2. You will be pleased to issue such further instructions to Captain Raper as 


circumstances may appear to your judgment to require, and to be guided by the 
reports 


reports of that officer regarding the expediency of reinforcing his detachment, in 
the case of his proceeding to Dureeabad. ; 
: I have, &c. 


Lucknow, | (Signed) J. Batxerz, 
10th October 1813. | Resident. 





To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 14th instant, 
enclosing a copy of your proceedings on the occasion of an insurrection in the 
district of Dureeabad, belonging to his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier, and to 
inform you that the tenor of your communication to his Excellency, and of your 
instructions to the officers commanding the British troops at the posts of Buh- 
ramgath and Secrora, is entirely approved by his Excellency in Council. 


y, The Governor-General in Council trusts that the judicious measures pur- 
sued by you will preclude the necessity of the active employment of the British 
troops, In reducing the rebellious Zemindars to submission to his Excellency’s 
authority. | 

I have, &c. 
Fort- William, (Signed) J. ADAM, 
29th October 1813, Secretary to Government. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 26th November 1818. 


To John Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government. 
Sir: 

In continuation of the subject of my despatch of the 14th ultimo, I have now 
the honour of transmitting to you, for the further information of the Govern- 
ment, the enclosed copies of letters which have more recently passed between 
me and the commanding officers of Buhramgath and Secrora, and by which 
the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council will be pleased to 
observe, that the insurrection in the Vizier’s district of Dureeabad has been hap- 
pily quelled, without any active operations on the part of the British troops. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Bartxere, 
9th November 1813. Resident. 





To Major Macmorine, commanding the Troops at Secrora. 
Sir: 

With reference to the subject of my separate despatch of this date, I recom- 
mend your detaching a complete company of sepoys for the treasure, and direct- 
ing its march by such a route as to approach the scene of the reported dis- 
turbances in Dureeabad, with the view of aiding the effect of Captain Raper’s 
message and the Vizier’s mandates to the refractory Zemindars. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. BaILure, 
1&th October 1813. Resident. 


é To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
ir: 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th instant, 
enclosing a translation of a letter from his Excellency the Vizier, and two origi- 
nal mandates under his Excellency’s seal, accompanied also by a translation, to 
be forwarded, under my orders, to the rebellious landholders to whom they are 
addressed. 

7A I have 
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I have this day despatched Buctaur Sing, an intelligent sepoy, with the above 
mandates, and have directed him to apprize the Talookadar and Zemindars con- 
cerned, that 1 have received orders to march immediately with the detachment 
under my command, for the purpose of dispersing their followers and of support- 
ing the Aumil, unless implicit obedience be paid to the mandates of his Excel- 
lency the Vizier. , 


To prevent any misunderstanding which might arise from a verbal message, 
I have made the above communication to Hurdut Sing and Goordut Sing, in two 
separate notes which I have forwarded with his Excellency’s mandates, and trust 
my having done so will meet with your approbation. : 


I have, &c. 


Buhramgath, (Signed) F: V. Raper, 
12th October 1813. ‘ , Captain commanding at Buhramgath. 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 
I have the honour to acquaint you, that Buctaur Sing, the sepoy whom I sent 
with his Excellency’s mandates, arrived here this morning, and has reported the 
following particulars of his mission. 


That the refractory Zemindars, with a considerable number of followers, col- 
lected together in a thick jungle impenetrable for guns, about eight coss to the 
southward of Dureeabad, and that going to one of their advanced posts for the 
purpose of delivering his Excellency’s mandates, he was refused an interview 
with the persons to whom they were addressed. He further informs me, that 
the Aumil has been reinforced by another gun and about one hundred Nujeebs, 
and is now posted within one coss and a half of the rebels, and is endeavouring 
to make an amicable adjustment, but with what success I have not been able to 
learn. 


As I understand the Ameen whom his Excellency intended’ to depute to that 
quarter has not yet arrived, and the Aumil has extricated himself from the situation 
of danger 1n which he was placed, I have been induced to postpone my determi- 
nation of marching out until I am favoured with your further instructions, as 
the arrival of our detachment might interfere with the Aumil’s plans to adjust 
the differences by conciliatory measures. 


I have, however, warned the detachment to be in readiness to move out at a 
moment’s notice, and shall make no delay in joining the Aumil should your 
orders be to that effect. 

I have, &c. 
Buhramgath, (Signed) F, V. Raper, 
17th October 1813. Captain commanding at Bubramgath. 





To Captain F. V. Raper, commanding the Troops at Buhramgath. 
Sir: | 
1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your two separate 
despatches dated the 12th and 17th instant. | 


2. From the tenor of a communication which was made to me this morning 
by his Excellency the Vizier, I deem the march of your detachment to be 
unnecessary for the present, and Lieutenant Dunsmure may come on with the 
treasure escort to Lucknow. His Excellency is, however, desirous that an obli- 
gation be required and obtained from the refractory Talookadar and Zemindars 
to dismiss their followers and await the arrival of the Ameen, in submission to 
the authority of the Aumil. 

I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J: BaILure, 
18th October 1813. | : Resident. 
EXTRACT 


OUDE PAPERS 551 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
arn The 23d December 1813. 


‘i To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government. 
. Sir: 3 : 

1. [am concerned to have occasion to report to you, for his Lordshipin Coun- 
cil’s information, that since the date of my last despatch to your address, having 
reference to the disposal of the property of the late Tuhseen Alee Khan, which the 
Vizier had claimed as his own, his Excellency bas unhappily reverted to the same 
pernicious counsels that have so long dictated his opposition to the just views of 
our Government, and has evinced an inclination to depart not only from the 
positive promises expressed at his conferences with me, and reported in my recent 
despatches, but even from the solemn assurances which are conveyed in his letter 
to Lord Minto of the 12th of October last, with regard to the question of reform 
and to other points in dispute, that appeared to have been finally settled so as to 
preclude any future discussion. 


2. A detail of the various circumstances and proceedings on the part of the 
Vizier, which have induced me, though with extraordinary reluctance, to form 
this opinion of his designs, shall be submitted for the notice of the Government, 
as soon as translations of my correspondence can be prepared ; but in the mean 
time I deem it of importance, that his Lordship in Council should be apprized of 
the Vizier’s delay to fulfil, and apparent intention to evade, the promises contained 
in his letter of the 12th of October last, with the view of enabling his Lordship to 
take such notice of this conduct in his reply to his Excellency’s letter, as the wis- 
dom of the Government may suggest. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Barviie, 
13th December 1813. Resident. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 31st December 1813. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government, 
Sir: 

1. A number of considerations, which it seems unnecessary to notice in this 
despatch, induced me to postpone the execution of the orders of Government, 
conveyed by your letters of the 3d and 10th of September last, having reference 
to the property of the late Tuhseen Alce Khan, and to refrain from making any 
communication on that subject to his Excellency the Vizier, until Saturday the 
30th ultimo, when 1 was impelled to commence the discussion with his Excel- 
lency, by the importunity of the relations and dependants of the deceased, and 
by a consideration of the great and unnecessary expense of retaining and 
one the cattle belonging to his estate, to the prejudice of his heirs and 
egatecs. 


2. Accordingly, on the morning of the 30th ultimo, at a conference withhis 
Excellency the Vizier, after presenting a letter from the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General and renewing my instances for the early commencement of 
the reform, which were cheerfully acceded to by his Excellency, I submitted for 
his Excellency’s consideration translations of the orders of Government conveyed 
by your despatches above noticed ; and I endeavoured, by every argument of a 
friendly and conciliatory nature that I could use, to satisfy his Excellency’s mind 
of the justice and expediency of his acquiescence in the disposition which 
Tuhseen Alee Khan had made of his personal property, and of the manifest 
injury which his Excellency’s reputation must sustain, by any attempt or avowed 
mclination to oppose the execution of a will committed to the British Government 

y Tuhseen, on the ground of his long-established connexion with that Govern- 
ment, and ratified by the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, 
who had commanded me to carry it into effect. a, 7 
_ 3. The 
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8. The Vizier seemed considerably agitated by: the: ‘communication! which I 
made to him'on that:occasion: He-observed to me in general terms; that ‘he 
had recently committed to my frieadship the power of advising and deciding 
for him on every question of importance that-could arise between the two States 
for the future; that he sincerely and deeply. lamented! his having ever opposed 
my advice, or acted without my concurrence; and that to this anbappy cir- 
cumstance alone, he was now disposed to :ascribe every unpleasant ocourreace 
that had happened to him; every distressing sensation that he: had-nown, since 
the date of my arrival at his Court; that for the future his determination was 
fixed ; { was his only counsellor and friend;-nay, he should.¢onsider ime in 
the light of a brother, and whatever measures I:might adopt or recommend to 
him, should receive his most. ready acquiescence. The case of Tuhseen. Alee 
Khan, he observed, was a case. in which the most important: interests: of: his 
Government seemed to him to be implicated, and the :decision.on which aust 
form a precedent for essential injury or benefit on a s»umber of future occasions, 
that could not be absent from his thoughts. Tuhseen Alee Khan:had been the 
confidential servant of his brother’s Government and his own fora period of 
forty years; and the most valuable property, as well as some of. the most 
important offices of the State, had been commited to his custody and manage- 
nient. The uniform practice of this Government, and indeed of all Indian 
princes, with a reference to such officers as Tuhseen, whether slaves of the 
Government or not, was to assume or confiscate the whole of their-personal pro- 
perty in the first instance, and to provide for their relations and dependants as. 
Circumstances might afterwards suggest. ‘That if such public officers under his 
Excellency’s Government as Tuhseen were to be be considered as at liberty to 
dispose of their property by will, without any control by the Government, an 
Opening would necessarily be given to incalculable peculation and fraud by 
numbers of public servants, who were never before thought entitled to make 
any such use of their property, and might hereafter be encouraged to combine 
the public property with their own, in conveyances of this nature to their 
dependants. 

' 4. I answered his Excellency’s remarks by expressing my grateful sense of 
the friendly confidence which he had now determined to repose in me, and 
which I assured him I was incapable of abusing. The case of Tuhseen Alee 
Khan, [ observed, had been finally decided by the Government more than a 
month ago, as his Excellency would see in the papers which were now submitted 
to him; and all that remained for. me to do was, to-execute the orders which I 
had received ; the execution of which had been hitherto delayed, with no other 
view, upon my part, than that of satisfying bis Excellency’s mind, at a favour- 
able opportunity, of the justice and necessity of the measures which I -had been 
instructed to adopt, and rendering the manner of executing those measures as 
agreeable as possible to his Excellency, consistently with the more essenttal 
purposes of justice to the heirs and dependants of Tuhseen, whose interests could 
not be sacrificed on any account, and to whom, in reality, as well as to the 
Governmert, I was responsible for a due administration of the will. That I saw 
no reason whatever to apprehend the injurious effects which his Excellency 
seemed to contemplate. from the ratification of Tuhseen Alee Khan's bequests ; 
nor did the case appear to me to form a precedent for that of any other officer 
or servant of his Deadioniys Government or household, since the peculiar cir- 
cumstances of Tuhseen Alee Khan's connexion with the British Government, 
which induced its decided interference on this occasion, were such as could never 
be contemplated again, save in the case of a.disputed succession to the musnud 
of Oude; an event that 1 was happy to consider .as, far beyood the verge of 
probability, if not impossible, for ages yet.to.come.. .I was proceeding to reply 
in detail to the other arguments which his Excellency. had adduced, when he 
interrupted me to say, that as he had not examinegl-the papers, it. was unneces- 
sary to prolong the discussion at that time. He.would: peruse the translations at 
his Icisure, and would convey to.me his sentiments on them in writing ;--after 
which he should commit the decision to myself, and.acquicsce. in . whatever. f 
might propose .to him..: ae ‘ 7 r if, Gee Beene alg 
6. On Saturday, the 6th ‘instant, I rec ived from: his: Excellency & paper 


without any official form, containing a reeapitulation of the arguments. — 


& 


OUDE PAPERS. 558 


were stated at our conference ‘of the SOth ultimo, and deprecating, on some 
additional grounds, and with extraordinary earnestness and urgency, the 
ratification or execution of the purposes of the will of Tuhseen Alee Khan, 
which he declared to be totally illegal and invalid, and its enforcement by the 
power of our Government to be inconsistent with its own former decision in 
the case of Almass Alee Khan, and with his Excellency’s rights as a sovereign, 
_ as well as with Tuhseen Alee Khan’s condition as a slave. A copy and trans- 
' Jation of the paper are transmitted for the notice of the Government. 


7. His Excellency having announced by the bearer of thie paper his intention 
of breakfasting with me on the ensuing Tuesday, I deferred my reply to his 
arguments until then; and at a conference on the 9th instant, I resumed the 
discussion, by observing, that the suspicion which his Excellency entertained 
of the combination and confusion of the public property of his Government 
with the personal effects of Tuhseen Alee Khan, was in my opinion totally 
groundless,»and incompatible with the character of the deceased, as well as 
with the known fact of his Excellency’s having gradually withdrawn from 
Tuhseen the custody of every article of value under his charge, and removed 
him from the control of every department which he superintended, during 
the Government of the late Nawaub Asuf-ood-Dowlah, and for some years 
after his Excellency’s accession. But that, admitting the suspicion in his 
Excellency’s mind to be just, there was nothing so easy as removing it, and 
satisfying his Excellency’s mind, by a personal inspection of the whole of the 
effects of the deceased, which I was ready to submit to his examination when- 
ever he thought proper to require it. I acknowledged the ancient practice of 
Indian Governments to resume the jagiers and allowances of public officers at 
their death, and occasionally to confiscate their property ; but my opinion of 
his Excellency’s justice and humanity precluded my belief, I observed, of his 
approving that practice in others, far more.so of his following it himself, in so 
extraordinary a case as Tuhseen’s, and in opposition to the counsels of our 
Government, who could have no other interest in the affair than a regard for 
his Excellency’s reputation. That if it were the uniform practice of Indian 
princes to resume and confiscate, it had also been the practice of the best aud 
wisest of those princes to restore the jagiers and allowances, as well as the 
personal effects of their faithful and meritorious servants, to the heirs and 
relations of those servants; and that as his Excellency had already resumed 
the jagier, and had in fact taken possession of the property, through the 
medium of the Honourable Company’s sepoys appointed to guard it by his 
desire, thus observing the practice of his ancestors, and establishing his 
paramount right, his subsequent gratuitous and only partial dereliction of that 
right, supposing it to be just and indefeasible, in compliance with my friendly 
advice and with the desire of the Britisl Government to give effect to the will 
of the deceased, could not operate in the smallest degree to the prejudice of 
his Excellency’s claims over other public officers of his Government, nor form 
a precedent to establish the validity of any future testamentary deeds which his 
Excellency might wish to set aside. On the other hand, I begged his Excel- 
lency to reflect, that the grounds of Mohummudan law, and of a former decision 
of our Government in the case of Almass Alee Khan, on which his Excellency 
seemed to rest his opposition to the validity of the will of Tuhseen, were by. 
no means such as to bear him out in the conclusions which he was pleased to 
infer from them. I asserted and proved to his Excellency, by quotations from 
the most celebrated legal authorities of both sects of Mohummudans, that a 
Mussulman eunuch could not by the law be a slave; and were it otherwise, [ 
maintained to his Excellency, that the trust, authority, and power which had 
been exercised by Almass Alee Khan and by Tuhseen, under his Excellency’s 
father and brother as well as himself, were so totally inconsistent with the real 
condition of a slave, and with the legal inhibitions or disqualifications of 
slavery, as to preclude the possibility of considering either of those persons as 
slaves, or as disqualified from making any use of their personal property during 


their life-time and disposing of it by will at their death. That,. in short, if 


Originally slaves, they must be considered as licensed or enfranchised, and as 
wich. to be fully entitled to every lawful use of their property, which the free. 
7 3B subjects 
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-subjects of his Excellency’s Government could enjoy. That; with a reference 


to Almass Alee Khan, the decision of the British Government had-supported 
his Excellency’s claim to the property of that Aumil, in opposition or rather 
in preference to the claim of her Highness the Begum, but by no means in 
preference to the claims of the heirs or Jegatees of Almass, because no such 
persons existed. In reality, the property of Almass had come into his Excel- 
Jency’s possession us the heir of a person intestate, who had no legal successor, 
and by no means as the proprietor of a slave; for 1 had repeatedly proved to 
his Excellency, that his claim upon that ground was entirely illegal and 
untenable: and on the same prihciple, and in exact conformity with the decision 
of the Government on that occasion, I now supported the right of the 
eunuch, Tuhseen Alee Khan, to dispose of his property by will, and the 
obligation on the British Government, as well with a reference to the faithful 
and meritorious services of the deceased, as from a regard for his Excellency’s 
reputation, to urge to him in the strongest terms the justice and necessity of 
his scquiescing in the provisions of that will, A number of other arguments 
were adduced and submitted to the Vizier in a friendly and conciliatory 
ananner, but without any seeming cffect, at our conference of the 9th instant, 
and at a subsequent conference on the 16th instant, when I had the honour of 
waiting on his Excellency. For a detail of the arguments which I used, I 
refer to a translation of a paper in answer to. his Excellency’s remarks, which 
I transmitted to him on the 20th instant, and which forms a number of the 
present despatch. 


$. To this paper I have not yet received a reply, and the actual state of the 
negotiation, as well as the probable result of it, renders me peculiarly desirous 
of obtaining the definitive instructions of the Government on the points which I 
shall submit for consideration in the sequel of this despatch. 


9. The Vizier’s cordial acquiescefice in the purposes of Tulseen Alee Khan’s 
will, and his consent to my official administration to the personal effects of the 
deceased, are, I apprehend, scarcely to be looked for. His Excellency may, 
perhaps, be induced to concede those provisions to the servants and dependants 
of Tuhseen, which are specifically assigned to them in the will, and even to 
grant an inconsiderable pension to the grand-children of Chutra Mull Seth, on 
the condition of my abandoning to forfeiture the whole of the property of thie 
deceased, which is virtually now in my possession, as being guarded by the 
Honourable Company’s sepoys, and consequently out of his Excellency’s power. 
Those provisions he may further be induced to assign under the guarantee of 
the British Government, so as to ensure their duration and regular payment 
while our Government shall be disposed to interfere in behalf of the several 
assignees, who will in this event, however, require the constant and efficient 
protection of the Government, and in all probability prove the innocent causes 
of frequent and vexatious altercation between his Excellency and the Resident 
at his Court. 


10. The alternative, therefore, of the due and immediute execution of the 
purposes of Tuhseen Alee Khan’s will, by my official administration to his 
effects, and by vesting the proceeds of the sale of them in the Honourable 
Company’s funds, is liable, at the least, to those objections which are stated 
in the foregoing paragraph, as well as to others which might be mentioned ; 
while it can be productive of but one material advantage, that of gratifying the 
mind of the Vizier, and preserving, perhaps but for a time, the extraordinary 
harmony which at present subsists, and has so very recently been established 
between the British Government and his Excellency. This harmony will, 
however, I fear, be inevitably disturbed for a time, by my administering to the 
property of Tuhseen Alee Khan in opposition to his Excellency's wishes. His 
Excellency will, in all probability, evince his displeasure on that occasion by 
retiring for a time from his palace, withdrawing his attention from business, 
suspending the progress of the reform, expressing @ distaste for the exercise of 
sovereign authority, and a wish to depart on a pilgrimage, and by all the other 
subterfuges and shifts to which his | mab tote is in the habit of resorting, in 


order to deter the British Government from prosecuting its just views. — 
mine 
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mined opposition or résistance, however, on the part of his Excellency, to the 
measures which I have been instructed to adopt, is by no means at present in 
thy conteniplation, and indeed would be totally unavailing, since the actual 
possession of the property of Tuhseen Alee Khan must enable me to frustrate 
‘any intentions of that nature, if his Excellency could be supposed to entertain 
‘them. At the same time, it is worthy of remark that the Vizier has the means 
of circumscribing in a considerable degree the extent of the benefit to be 
derived by the legatees to the will of the deceased in consequence of my admi- 
nistration, by prohibiting the people of Lucknow from attending at the sale of 


_ the effects, or from purchasing any part of them, and thus reducing the pro- 


ceeds of the sale, a measure of which his Excellency is by no means incapable, 
and may very probably resort to, on the principle on which he prohibited the 
attendance of any.of his courtiers at the funeral of ‘Tuhseen Alee Khan, with 
the absurd view of exhibiting to his subjects and the world his disaffection to 
the British Government, his only real friends and the sole supporters of his 


- authority. 


11. Under all the circumstances of the case, I consider it to be my duty to 
solicit the further instructions of the Government before I proceed to execute the 
will of Tuhseen Alee Khan by administering to his effects and bringing them to 
a public sale in Lucknow, or to manifest the direct interference of the British 
Government for the support of the relations and servants of the deceased, by 
confering khillats of condolence on the widow and chi'dren of Chutra Mull Seth, 
as prescribed conditionally by your letter under date the 10th of September. 


12, The questions submitted for consideration with a reference to all that has 
been stated are briefly the following: First, whether or not any arrangeinent 
with the Vizier on the basis of a dereliction by our Government of the right and 
duty of administering to the property of Tuhseen Alee Khan, in pursuance of 
the terms of his will, can be deemed to be just or admissable, with a view to his 
Excellency’s satisfaction? And, secondly, as to the terms of that arrangement, 
whether the payment of the estimated value of the whole of the deceased's pro- 
perty by the Vizier into the Honourable Company’s treasury, for the purpose of 
being vested in our funds, should form the condition of my surrender of the pro- 
perty, or an obligation on the part of the Vizier for the payment of the monthly 
provisions assigned by Tuhseen in lis will, including a pension to the widow and 
grand-children of Chutra Mull to tlre extent of the residue of the estate, under 
the guarantee of the British Government, should be received from his Excellency, 
as an equivalent for the immediate payment of the money into the Honourable 
Company’s treasury ? , 

13. I take this opportunity of reporting to you, for his Lordship in Council’s 
information, that his Excellency the Vizier has hitherto shewa no inclination 
whatever to depart from the assurances which were conveyed by his letter to the 
Right Honourable the Earl of Minto, with a reference to the subject of reform ; 
and, on the contrary, that the preliminary measures towards a settlement of the 
land revenue of Oude on fair and moderate terms for a period of three years, are 
mm a train of immediate adoption with my concurrence and advice. His Excellen- 
cy’s confidential minister, Raec Dya-Krishen, who is the principal revenue officer 
of his Government, and has been long at the head of that department, is in 
occasional attendance on me for the purpose of receiving my instructions ; and 
the Vizier has repeatedly declared to me that my suggestions on the subject of 
the settlement, conveyed through the medium of Dya-Krishen, shall be carried 
into implicit effect. His Excellency, however, has on one or two occasions 


- expressed to me his anxiety to receive a ratification by the Government of the 
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assurance conveyed to him by me, that the exhibition of his revenue papers shall 
not be demanded by the Resident before the conclusion of the settlement, nor tn 
any instance whatever save that of a requisition from his Excellency for the aid 
of the British troops; and, with the view of satisfying his Excellency’s mind on 
this particular point, as well as on other grounds of more importance thah this, 
I suggest that a reply to his Excellency’s letter of the 17th of October last be 
prepared and transmitted to lis Excellency, at-as early a period-as may be 
practicable, = 
- l have, &e. : ; , & 
‘+ . Lucknow, © (Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
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From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 5th of November 1813,)-. 


I have perused the copies which you sent to me of the late Mohummud 
Tuhseen Alee Khan’s arzees regarding the disposal of his property by will, and 
the translations of the instructions of Government on that subject, and although 
I be eplgesemes desirous to avoid all manner of altercation with you, yet 
necessity compels me tostate to you the following circumstances and facts. 


It is an established custom in Hindoostan from time immemorial, that the 
property and effects of every description possessed by slaves should at their 
death revert to their master, whose property they were while alive. By this 
rule it is obvious that all the property appertaining to the late Tuhseen Alee 
Khan undoubtedly and unquestionably belongs to me, and the British Govern- 
ment itself acknowledged my right to this property by its decision in the case of 
Mohummud Almass Alce Khan, which is exactly similar to the present ; or if 
there be any difference, the latter is more in my favour. Besides, it is generally 
known that the whole of my jewels, wardrobe, armoury, library, farm-yards, ruth 
khana (bullock carriages), furtash khana (camp equipage), and in short all my 
establishments and property of every description, as well as those of my ancestors 
and predecessors during four generations, were entrusted to the care of Tuh- 
seen. Any property which he might have considered his own, as accumulated in 
the service of this Government, was kept with my other property, the lists and 
inventories of which remained in his constant possession, so that any dispo- 
sition which he could by will make of a part must be illegal and invalid from 
this confusion. Moreover, the disposition of property by will, and the assign- 
ment of money for post-obitual purposes, as a measure prescribed by divine 
law, can never be proper by a slave, without obtaining his master’s consent 
and approbation. If Tuhseen Alee Khan wished to dispose of the property 
which he had saved in my service by will, he should have informed me of his 
intention, and after obtaining my consent he might then have bestowed his 
property in any manner he pleased, and there would have been no occasion for 
secrecy. Besides, the fact of his having been intrusted with the care of my 
property being incontestible, it behoved him to get a written acquittance in 
the first instance trom me. God knows that he has frequently declared in my 
presence that every thing he possessed was mine; that he was my slave, and his 
life and property were at my disposal ; and even in the arzees which accom- 
panied his will, or in that instrument itself, he does not attempt to deny that he 
was my slave, had the superintendence of my household establishments, and was 
responsible for the charge of my property. 


On the occasion of your taking leave of me, preparatory to your departure 
for Fyzabad, you assured and satisfied me that my just interests and rights 
with regard to the Begum’s property should not be neglected nor infringed ; 
and under what plea can you now suggest the violation of my right to the 
property of Tuhseen ? 


You also told me that the disturbances and vexatious discussions which had 
arisen regarding the khoord muhl proceeded solely from my omitting to con- 
sult you and to follow your advice on that occasion ; yet I have paid the most 
implicit attention to all your suggestions regarding Tulseen, and have not 
deviated from them in the smallest degree, relying on your assurance that 
every thing done with your concurrence must necessarily tend to my advantage, 
and that no bad effects could result to me from following your friendly advice. 
You even said that you had written to the Government on the subject, and ° 
expected a favourable answer. Under these circumstances, it 18 4 natural 
cause of surprize that an affair which has been conducted uniformly with your 
advice and concurrence should terminate so contrary to my views. 


You requested me on a former occasion to remove whatever property of 
mine might be in the Khan’s house in the punj mithla, or to appoint a person 
to point out the articles which belonged to me, in order that they might be 
removed to the Presence; but as the whole of the property was mune, 1 
declined a compliance with your suggestion. Th 

e 


OUDE PAPERS. 557 


‘The children'of Chutra Mull Seth are Hindoos, and cannot, by any law, 
inherit the property of Mohummud Tuhseen Alee Khan, a Mussulman: and 
independently of this consideration, the deceased left so much property in 
their hands, that they can never possibly be in want nor need any further 


: 


provision. 


You told me, that if I gave my cordial consent to the reform and. adjusted 
the claims of Honsein Alee Khan and Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan, there 
could be no further dispute between us; and now that I have settied all these 
matters to your satisfaction, the succession to the Khan’s property is a new 
source of contention. 


The erection of a monument to his memory, and the other. arrangements 
proposed in his will, are all in direct opposition to the laws of our holy religion, 
and can never conduce to his happiness in the other world. As the object of 
all testamentary arrangements should be the testator’s happiness in a future 
state, those arrangements should be conducted in such a manner as may tend 
to Tuhseen’s eternal happiness, by according with the dictates of the law. 


The erection of a monument to his memory, and the performance of the 
customary prayers for the repose of his soul, should, therefore, be left to my 
discretion; and all the servants of the deceased should hereafter serve me as 
they served him, and trust to my generosity to provide for them; in which 
case a provision may be made: while, on the other hand, by the execution of 
Tuhseen’s purposes as prescribed by his will, no possible advantage can arise, 
save the loss of my property and infraction of my rights, to be publicly pro- 
claimed to the whole world, and thus to encourage my other servants in similar 
practices. Such a proceeding can never obviously conduce to the Khan’s hap- 
piness in the next world, but must inevitably tend to his condemnation. 


IE enclose a statement of the zow/féer (surplus) arising from the yearly stipend 
assigned for the support of my brother’s, the late Nawaub Asuf-ood-Dowlah’s 
women, &c. ; and you will perceive that the whole of it is no more than snfficient 
to defray the expenses of funerals and the repairs of the buildings ; so that, in 
fact, the Nazir’s wages, and that of the other servants and the guards, is a sepa- 
rate charge on the Government : nevertheless you may dispose of the towfeer 
as you think proper. | 

A true translation : 
(Signed) J. Barvxre, 
Resident. 





Offictal Note transmitted io His Excellency the Vizter, the 20th November 1813, 


I have had the honour of receiving the paper containing your Excellency’s 
sentiments and wishes with regard to the late Tuhseen Alee Khan, which would 
seem to have been prepared by your Excellency as an answer to the instruc- 
a of Government, translations of which were submitted to you om the 390th 
ultimo. 


The remark with which your Excellency sets out in this paper, namely, that 
of your general aversion to dispute, and the necessity of your agitating this 
question, is peculiarly applicable to the whole of my official proceedings with 
reference to your Excellency’s person and Government; and in no instance 
more so than in the present. I beg your Excellency to reflect, that the positive 
orders of the Government for my administering to the property of Tuhseen 
Alee Khan and carrying the purposes of his will into effect, have been actua 
now in my possession for a period of several months; and that the delay in 
obeying those orders, for which Iam responsible to the Government, coud 
have no.other object in the world than the conciliation of your Excellency’s 
mind, by awaiting a favourable opportunity of bringing the circumstances 
under your consideration, in the hope of convincing your judgment of the 
Wisdom’ and justice of the measures which I had been instructed to adopt, and 
of inducing your cheerful participation .in. these measures, with a view to 


Promote your reputation. ‘The execution of the orders referred to by the 
7c cali 
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sale of the effects of the deceased, in pursuance of the terms of his will; was 
at all times completely in my power. Had I done so on receiving my instructions, 
the approbation of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council 
was insured to me, as your Excellency has seen; and the reputation of the. 
British Government, as well as my own, for a due attention to the claims of: 
our faithful dependants, might thus have been established for ever, without any 
participation by your Excellency, and to your prejudice in the eyes of the 
world; so that the pains which I thought proper to take in translating the 
instructions of the Government, and in reading and presenting them to ‘your 
Excellency, with a view tv your participation in the humane and benevolent 
purposes which they prescribe, should in justice have obtained for me the 
gratifying tribute of your Excellency’s approbation of my conduct, and have 
induced your ready acquiescence in those purposes, without any disagreeable 
discussion, far less altercation or dispute. Yet as your Excellency has been 
pleased to overlook those friendly and conciliatory exertions, and to insist on 
the agitation of the question in a manner which I was so anxious to avoid ; it 
has now become my indispensable duty to answer your Excellency’s objec- 
tions, and to maintain both the justice and expediency of the measures deter- 
mined on by the Government to your Excellency’s thorough conviction, before 
I proceed to the execution of those measures. 


And, first, with regard to your Excellency’s remark, that ‘it is an esta- 
‘* blished custom of Hindoostan to confiscate the property of slaves,” &c. I 
submit with confidence to your Excellency, that the slavery of Tuhseen Alee 
Khan, as a Mussulman eunuch, cannot be legally established ; and I presume 
to call on your Excellency’s law-officers for the grounds of their decision to 
the contrary, if any of them will venture to pronounce it. That the deceased 
was constantly in the habit of calling himself your Excellency’s slave, and 
referring to your sovereign right over his life and property, as is stated in 
another part of your remarks, I am perfectly ready to admit; and so indeed 
is the fact with regard to evcry servant and subject of your Excellency’s 
Government; nay, to your children and nearest relations, and to those of every 
other prince and chieftain of Hindoostan : but that a declaration or confes- 
sion of this nature should be received as establishing slavery, is an inference 
not to be admitted. And if your Excellency’s anxiety to appropriate the 
effects of Mohummud Tuhseen Alee Khan be founded merely on your peculiar 
deference for the ancient customs of Hindoostan, and the practice of its 
princes and rulers, [ take the liberty of begging you to consider, that the 
wisest and best of those princes have more frequently remitted the forfeiture 
in favour of the heirs of their servants, than exacted it for their personal benefit ; 
and, consequently, that as your Excellency has already exerted the privilege 
and followed the practice of your ancestors, in resuming the jagier of the 
deceased, your gracious remission of the trifling remainder of the forfeiture, 
allowing it to be legal and just, and your bestowing it on his relations and 
dependants, can have no other possible effect than that of promoting your own 
reputation, and gratifying your best friends, the Right Honourable the Gover- 


nor-General in Council and myself. 


With reference to your Excellency’s argument deduced from the decision 
of our Government in the case of Almass Alce Khan, I must beg your 
Excellency to recollect that the ground of the decision in that case was In no 
degree connected with the idea of Almass Alee Khan being your Excellency’s 
slave: an assertion which I uniformly resisted, and proved to your Excellency 
to be groundless, on the authority of the Mussulman law. Your Excellency 
succeded to the property of Alinass Alee Khan as being that of a person 
intestate, who had no legal heir nor successor. If Almass had disposed of his 
property by will, and asa dependant of the British Government had commu- 
nicated that disposition to me, I should unquestionably have thought it my 
duty to recommend to your Excellency those measures which I urge to you 
jn the case of Tuhseen ; and the sentiments and instructions of the Government 
on the occasion of the death of Almass were explicit, as to the great impropriety 
of your Excellency’s endeavouring to wrest from the servants or dependants of 


that Aumil any part of the money or property which he was supposed to have 
elie | bestowed 
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bestowed on them in his life-time; thus clearly authorizing the inference, that 
a testamentary disposition of that property would have been considered by the 
British Government in the same lightin which the will of Tuhseen bas been 
viewed. And, indeed, the degree of authority and power which were exercised 
by Almass in his life-tine, with your Excellency’s sanction and concurrence, 
to an extent which induced the validity of the sunnuds of that Aumil for 
rent-free lands to a number of your subordinate subjects, was so obviously and 
totally inconsistent with the legal condition of a slave, that the assertion of 
such a right by your Excellency to invalidate the acts of Almass witn regard to 
his personal property, could never on any plausible ground be admitted. The 
gifts and grants of Almass Alee Khan in his life-time were accordingly supported 
by our Government to the utmost possible extent, by an earnest recommenda- 
tion to your Excellency to abstain from molesting his dependants on account 
of the property bestowed on them ; and the remaining property of Almass was 
assumed and appropriated by your Excellency with the ready consent of our 
Government, on no other ground in the world than that of his dying intestate 
without any lawful heir. On the same principle exactly, but with the additional 
legitimate motive of the superior claims of Tuhseen Alee Khan to the decided in- 
terference of our Government in favour of his relations and dependants, the will 
of this person has been supported ; and IJ have been instructed to execute, if it be 
pes with your Excellency’s concurrence, the benevolent purposes of 
this will. 


Your Excellency has been pleased to assert, that it is ‘“‘ generally known 
‘to the world that your Excellency’s valuable jewels, your wardrobe, armoury, 
“ &c. were entrusted to the charge of Tuhseen, and that the admixture or 
“ confusion of the personal effects of the deceased with the public property 
‘‘ of your Government should legally invalidate his will.” Yet your Excel- 
lency cannot have forgotten, that the dismission of Tuhseen Alee Khan from 
every office of the smallest importance which he formerly held, save the 
superintendence of the bullock-sheds and camp equipage, with the nuzarut of 
your Excellency’s muhl and the khoord muhls of your father and brother, 
had but recently taken place at the period of my arrival at your Excellency’s 
Court: that shortly after my arrival, and to my great concern and regret, this 
faithful and meritorious servant was superseded in the charge of your Excel- 
Jency’s mubl by Hoshmund, and that the superintendence of the bullocks and 
camp equipage became a labour without any charge or responsibility, from 
which Tuhseen was most anxious to be relieved. If any part of your 
Excellency’s property had: remained in the charge of Tuhseen on those occa- 
sions, is it possible, I respectfully inquire, that among the various complaints 
and accusations on other grounds which your Excellency was then daily 
conveying to me, the charge of embezzlement or of a breach of trust should 
never have been mentioned nor thought of? Independently of the character 
of Tuhseen, which for scrupulous honesty and integrity was never, I am 
confident, surpassed in the person of any one of your Excellency’s servants, I 
am fully justified in asserting, that if the smallest suspicion of his retaining any 
part of your Excellency’s property, or confusing it with his own, had ever 
entered into your Exccllency’s mind, it must have been eagerly communicated 
to me, as a ground of accusation against a person who had uniformly laboured 
under your displeasure. An imputation, therefore, of this nature, after his 
death, can surely never be considered by your Excellency as a fair ground 
for invalidating his will; and, in addition to this argument, I submit that 
your Excellency’s repeated refusal tou comply with my suggestion of the 
appointment of a person to examine the effects of the deceased and challenge 
your Excellency’s property, is a fair ground for my inferring your original 
conviction that no charge of embezzlement could be proved. But admitting 
the suspicion to remain, the opportunity of proving or removing it is still 
reserved to vour Excellency, for the whole of the-effects of the deceased are 
exactly in the same situation as they were at the moment of his death, 
under the charge of the Company's sepoys: nay, his books of accounts 
and their vouchers, every paper belonging to the deceased, are ready for 
Inspection by your Excellency, or by a person to be appointed for that 


purpose, whenever you think proper to ‘appoint one. 
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In reply to your Excellency’s remark, that ‘‘ the testamentary. disposition of 
“* property by a slave can never be proper without the consent of his master, 
“ that Tuhseen Alee Khan should have apprized you of his intention, and that 
‘< there was no occasion for secrecy, &c.” I have already submitted my opinion, 
that Tuhseen Alee Khan cannot be legally considered as a slave. The declaration 
of his intentions regarding his property to your Excellency might have been pro- 
per and becoming, I admit, and would in all probability have been made, but 
for the natural diffidence which was created in the mind of the deceased by your 
Excellency’s constant displeasure. But I see no reason whatever to infer any 
particular anxiety in the deceased to conceal his intentions from your Excellency ; 
and, on the contrary, the whole of his proceedings for a considerable time before 
his death tend to establish au opposite opinion. The preparation of his will and 
letter to my address, as well as of his arzee to the Governor-General, must have 
occupied a considerable tine. While these documents were preparing, his ser- 
vants were employed by his orders in collecting his property into one place, the 
house which he occupied, and making inventories of all his effects. Those 
measures were executed in open day, and in the presence of your Excellency’s 
Hurkarras, in constant attendance on Tubseen, and inquisitive regarding his pro- 
ceedings to a degree which he frequently complained of. When those measures 
were carried into effect, Tuhseen solicited a visit from Doctor Wilson, as an old 
and respected friend, to be a witness of the execution of his will, and to attest its 
authenticity to me. This visit was particularly public, and every circumstance 
which attended it must doubtless have been reported to your Excellency on the 
day on which it took place, as indeed it appears to me to have been so intended 
by the testator: and, consequently, although in fact the concealment of a will 
be no objection to its validity, but, on the contrary, in ordinary cases, tends 
rather to confirm it, as a proof of the testator’s complete possession of his intel- 
lects at the time of making his will; (for few persons of sound judgment reveal 
such purposes in their life-time, aware of the canfusion which may arise from 
their intentions being published prematurely) ; yet even this objection being 
obviated in the mind of Tuhseen, by a consideration of the justice and power of 
the Government to which his will was entrusted, there was obviously no motive 
for concealment on his part, nor was any secrecy observed. 


With a reference to your Excellency’s remark, that he should have obtained a 
written acquittance from you, or should have ‘stated explicitly in his will and in 
the arzees which accompanied it, that he was not your Excellency’s slave, nor 
responsible for any of your property, I submit that declarations to this effect in 
a will are equally uncommon and superfluous. 


The testator was conscious of his title to dispose of his property by will, and 
unaware of any legal objection to that title, and committing the execution of his 
will to the care of the British Government, who had constantly mediated 
between your Excellency and him by your mutual desire, he confided in the 
wisdom and justice of that Government for removing every objection that might 
eventually be offered by your Excellency to the disposition which he had made 
of his property. 

Your Excellency has been pleased to allude, on the present occasion, to an 
assurance which I submitted to your Excellency at the time of my departure to 
Fyzabad, and which I have great pleasure in repeating and confirming on_ this 
occasion. The preservation of your Excellency’s just rights has never been 
neglected by the British Government, nor has that Government ever been 
acoessary to your loss. If the property left by Tuhseen Alee Khan could be 
considered to belong to your Excellency, I should surrender it without any. hesi- 
tation, and should seek such provision from your bounty for the indigent 
dependants of the deceased, on another obvious ground, as conducive to your 
Excellency’s reputation. But considering the effects of Tuhseen as entirely 
at his own disposal by law, and considering himself and his relations ta. ba 
justly and eminently eotitled to the support and -shepcapm of our Gavernment, I 
am bound in the discharge of my duty to accomplish the purposes of his will, aad 
secure to his relations what he bequeathed to them. 


Your Excellency has next been pleased to compare the present discussion 


with that vexatious and unhappy altercation which arose regarding the geet 
muh, 
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muhl, and to express your surprise and concern at the termination, contrary to 
your. views of a question on which you asked my advice, and complied implicitly 
with my suggestions. ‘The obligation on your Excellency to seek the advice 
of our Government, and the advantage which must ever arise to you from a cor- 
dial acquiescence in its counsels, are in my judgment peculiarly exemplified by 
the case of Tuhseen Alee Khan. The connexion of that person with the British 
Government and his claims on its protection, were such that any attempt or 
intention on the part of your Excellency to act with a reference to him, inde- 
pendently of my friendly advice, would have argued an unfriendly disposition 
towards the Government, and must have occasioned a most urgent remonstrance 
on my part, which. would have been unpleasant to your Excellency’s feelings. 
Had I, even, in dereliction of my duty, refrained from remonstrating on that 
occasion, and your Excellency had taken possesssion of the property, the ques- 
tion of right would not have been affected by that measure, and the final instruc- 
tions of the Government must still have been executed by ine in a manner dis- 
tressing to my mind, because unpleasant to your Excellency’s feelings, by my 
reclaiming the property from your Excellency, to be disposed of in the terms of 
the will. Let me beg of your Excellency to consider the circumstances that 
must necessarily have attended such an issue of the question as this, and the 
manner in which those unhappy consequences have been avoided; the advan- 
tage of your concurrence with me, and of your compliance with my respectful 
and friendly suggestions on this as on every other occasion will then be suffi- 
ciently apparent. The result of the present discussion, whatever it may be, can 
never interrupt the harmony which subsists between the two States; and the 
measures to be ultimately adopted must appear to your Excellency’s subjects, as 
I trust they will actually prove, to be executed by mutual consent for the 
advancement of your Excellency’s reputation. 


Your Excellency’s allusion to my request of the nomination of a person to 
exaniine the effects of the deceased, and to reclaim the public property of your 
Government, has been already satisfactorily explained. I repeat my readiness to 
give up every article which your Excellency may claim, without any other de- 
monstration of your right to it than your Excellency’s verbal assurance. 


I acknowledge the truth of your remark, that the children of Chutra Mull 
Seth, as Hindoos, cannot be the heirs.of a Mussulman; but the answer to this 


remark, in as far as your Iixcellency is concerned, has been given in a satisfac- 


tory manner by the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, in his 
Lordship’s instructions to me already submitted to your Excellency. The right 
of inheritance in those orphans has never been alleged by the Government ; but 
their claim, on the ground of humanity and of the faithful services of Tuhseen, 
to the trifling residue of his effects bequeathed to them by the terms of his will, 
is distinct from the right of inheritance, and has been urged to your Excellency, 
on principles the justice of which must be adinitted, because they are not inju- 
rious to the rights of any preferable claimant. | 


Your Excellency has recalled to my mind an observation which I had the 
honour of submitting to you during our discussion of the question of reform, and 
of the claims of Hoosein Alee Khan and Alee Nuckee, namely, that the satis- 
factory adjustment of those questions would relieve your Excellency’s mind 
from the pain of altercation with our Government, and would put an end to all 
dispute and contention between your Excellency and me. Such, indeed, was the 
ardent wish of my heart, and my reasonable expectation at the time, and still 
continues to be so. I consider the present question, though unnecessarily agi- 
tated by your Excellency, to be one which you will never allow to interrupt the 
harmony between us. 


Your Excellency’s inference, however, from the observation above quoted on 
my part, would seem to require some comment. If your Excellency has been 
pleased to infer, that with the happy adjustment of those questions the right and 
duty of the British Government to take a friendly interest in your Excellency’s 
concerns were to cease, and that no measure of your Government should in future 
form the subject of remonstrance or advice, this surely is an inference which no 
remark of mine could give ground for. The expectation which I naturally 

7D formed. 
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formed, and on which I dwelt with such eagerness to your Excellency, was this : 
that the happy result of those discussions which had lasted for so many years, 
to your Excellency’s constant uneasiness, embittering, as you were pleased to 
admit, every comfort and enjoyment of your life, would of necessity tend to 
impress you with a due sense of the propriety, as well as the importance to your 
happiness and the general prosperity of your concerns, of receiving the advice 
of our Government in the spirit which dictated that advice, with ready and 
cheerful acquiescence, and preventing the recurrence of disputes which could 
operate only to your Excellency’s prejudice, since the real object of our advice 
could be no other than your advantage. My remarks to your Excellency on 
the occasion above referred to had obviously this, and this alone, for their mo- 
tive; and it could never have entered into my contemplation that your Excel- 
lency should use those remarks to oppose the right of the British Government to 
interfere in a matter of so little importance abstractedly, and yet so essential to 
your Excellency’s reputation, as the execution of the will of Tuhseen. 


Your Excellency’s apprehension of the evil consequences in a future state to 
the testator from the due execution of his will, is a subject on which I am not 
qualified to enlarge : yet those consequences may with confidence be committed 
to the judgment of a benevolent Creator, who pardons the errors of his crea- 
tures, when the motives of their conduct are just; since there appears to be no 
injustice in the disposition which Tuhseen Alee Khan has made of his property, 
bestowing it on his needy relations and a few of his most faithful domestics, 
who continued attached to him until death. 


With a reference to your Excellency’s remark, that the erection of a 
monument over the deceased, and the other provisions of his will, shou.d be 
left to your Excellency’s discretion, that his servants should trust to your 
ai ted and in this case a provision might be made for them: if your 

xcellency will be pleased to detail the arrangements which you may feel 
disposed to substitute for the execution of the will of ‘the deceased, I shall 
be happy to take them into consideration, and submit my sentiments in reply. 


Of the injurious effects to your Excellency of the ratification of the will of 
Tuhseen Alee Khan, by its becoming generally known to the world, and 
encouraging similar practices in others, I confess that I am totally. unaware. If 
your Excellency has been led to apprehend that the interference of the British 
Government on this occasion is intended to form a precedent for the general 
support of your servants and subjects in the disposition of their property by 
will, or for suspending the right to escheat as the privilege of Indian princes, I 
have no hesitation in assuring you that the apprehension is totally groundless, 
The practice of confiscating the property of public servants at their death, and 
reducing their posterity to beggary, is one, I am free to admit, that can never 
be approved by our Government, because contrary to its fundamental principles. 
Yet your Excellency must be perfectly aware, that various instances of it have 
occurred in this country since | had the honour of residing at your Excellency’s 
Court, without any interference on my part: more particularly the case of 
Ruttun Chund, your Excellency’s most favourite and confidential minister, 
which is universally known throughout India; as also the case of Almass Alee 
Khan, whose property your Excellency possesses; and even the case under 
discussion : for your Excellency’s resumption of Tuhsecn Alce Khan’s Jagier 
has proceeded with my perfect concurrence. In short, the privilege of resuming 
and appropriating the jagiers and effects of your Excellency’s subjects and 
servants has never been opposed by our Government, and has been exerted in 
the casc of Tuhseen ; es | the only point in discussion between your Excellency 
and the British Government, with a reference to this faithful and meritorious 
servant, is, whether your Excellency should retain or give up to his indigent 
relations and dependants a few houses of inconsiderable value, and other trifling 
effects, in compliance with the earnest recommendation of the Right Honour- 
able the Governor-General in Council, your Excellency’s best friend, who can 
have no other interest in this advice than a genuine regard for your reputation. 


I have examined the statement of the allowances of the khoord muhl of 


Asuf-ood-Dowlah, and compared it with a former statement delivered 4 a by 
uhseen 
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Tuhseen Alee Khan. The latter exhibits a towfeer or saving from the general 
amount, by the death of a number of the women, to the extent of 1,758 rupees 
per mensem, instead of 331, as explained by your Excellency ; and the applica- 
tion of the above-mentioned sum to increase the provisions of the survivors 
would put a stop to the clamour of those women, and relieve your Excellency’s 
mind, as well as conduce to your reputation. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Baruxrr, 
Resident. 





To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government. 
Sir; 

1. In continuation of the subject of my despatch under date the 23d ultimo, 
I have now the honour of transmitting to you, for the notice of his Lordship 
in Council, the annexed translation of a paper which 1 have received from 
his Excellency the Vizier, in reply to my official note regarding the propert 
of the late Tuhseen Alee Khan, transmitted to his Excellency on the 20th 
ultimo. 


Q. This paper is by no means satisfactory. It affords the hope of a precarious 
provision for the servants and dependants of Tuhseen, but takes no notice what- 
ever of the grandchildren of Chutra Mull Seth, to whom the residue of the 
property was bequeathed, and who were the natural objects of the peculiar regard 
and anxiety of the deceased, as explicitly referred to in his will, and in bis arzee 
to the Right Honourable the Governor-General. 


3. I submit for the consideration of the Government, in the case of its being 
ultimately thought advisable to gratify the mind of the Vizier by surrendering 
the property of Tuhseen to him on certain indispensable conditions, that a direct 
address from the Right Honourable the Governor-General to his Excellency, 
recommending the grandchildren of Chutra Mull to his particular favour and 
generosity, might be attended with beneficial effects ; and further, in the case 
of the final resolution of the Government to support the provisions of the will, 
as originally and justly decided on, that a direct communication of this design 
from the head of the Government to the Vizier would, in all probability, pre- 
clude any further opposition or vexatious objection on his part to the measures 
which I am instructed to adopt. 


J have, &c. 


Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Barxure, 
¢@d December 1813. Resident. 





From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 30th November, 1813.) 


I have perused the paper of remarks which you sent to me in answer to my 
communication regarding the property left by the late Tuhseen Alee Khan. 
In that paper it is stated, that when I detail the arrangements which J 
propose as a substitute for the execution of the will, you will consider them 
and submit a reply. Having full confidence in your friendship, I convey my 
wishes on that point explicitly as follows. Let the whole and every part of 
the Khan’s effects be made over tome, and remain with my Government,to 
which they belong. I shall give orders for building 2 monument, in sucha 
manner as to tendto the happiness of the deceased ; and the monthly allow- 
ances of his servants shall also be established, and their attendance shall onl 
be occasionally required. In this manner my just rights will be aaevel, 
and the deceased willbe saved from the punishment in a future state of defeating 
the just rights and exciting the displeasure of his sovereign ; because thus 

é affairs connected with his demise will be settled to my satisfaction, which 
must conduce to his’ happiness hereafter; whereas, otherwise, which God 


forbid, it must be otherwise. I refrain from replying to the other parts of 


your 
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‘your note, because it could only produce altercation, which I am ever disposed 


to avoid. 
A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Barre, 
Resident. 





Ordered, That a letter be prepared in the office of the Persian Secretary, 
to the address of the Nawaub Vizier, in conformity to the terms of the follow- 
ing draft, and forwarded to the Resident at Lucknow, to be by him presented 
to his Excellency. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 31st December 1813.) 


The Resident at your Excellency’s Court has communicated to me the 
result of his application to your Excellency on the subject of the will of your 
Jate faithful servant, Tuhseen Alee Khan, whose extraordinary claims to your 
Excellency’s regard and favour, and to the consideration of the British 
Government as the intimate friend and ally of your house, it is unnecessary for 
me to dwell upon. 


I will frankly avow to your Excellency, that your prompt and liberal ac- 
quiescence in the wishes of the British Government regarding the provisions 
of Tuhseen Alee Khan would not only have been highly gratifying to me, 
but would in my opinion have reflected honour on your Excellency’s govern- 
ment and name. But as your Excellency entertains a different opinion, and 
the arguments and representations of Major Baillie have not produced that 
conviction on your Exccllency’s mind which was to be hoped, and as the 
maintenance of the family and dependants of Tuhseen Alee Khan may be 
equally provided for in a manner which cannot possibly appear to your 
Excellency to involve the objection which you state to the recognition of 
his will, the original proposition will, in deference to your Excellency, be 
withdrawn. | 


This resolution which originates in a proposition submitted to me by Major 
Baillie, has been adopted in the persuasion, and indeed with the full convic- 
tion, that your Excellency will feel it becoming your dignity, your justice, and 
your character for generosity, to settle on the grand-children of Cbhutra Mull 
Seth a provision adequate to their maintenance, and grant suitable allowances 
to the servants of Tuhseen Alee Khan, mentioned by name in his will. 


By this arrangemnnt, without the hazard of any sacrifice of your authority, 
such as you apprehehend would result from permitting Tuhseen Alee Khan’s 
will to be carried into effect, your Excellency will enjoy the gratification of 
rewarding in some degree the services of a zealous and faithful officer, com- 
bined with all the credit resulting from such an act, and will promote the 
satisfaction of the British Government. 


[ refer your Excellency for more detailed communication of my sentiments 
to Major Baillie. ; . 





A true copy: 
(Signed) J. ADAM, 
Secretary to Government. 





Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing draft of a letter to the Nawaub 
Loni be transmitted to the Resident at Lucknow, together with the following 
etter, -_ 
. To Major J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
IL s 
i. 1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches of the 28d 
ultimo, and 2d instant, reporting your proceedings, under the instructions of 
the Governor-General in Council, relative to the will of the late Tuhseen Aice 
age and to communicate to you the following observations and instructions | 
in reply. 
2. Before 
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2, Before I enter on that subject, however, I am directed to advert toa 
general principle which apppears to his Lordship in Council to be peculiarly 
applicable to the state of our connection with the Vizier, and to the nature 
of the ordinary topics of negotiation between the British Government 
and that Prince, and which has materially influenced the deliberations of his 
Lordship in Council on the present question. It is, indeed, too obvious, his 
Lordship in Council observes, to require to be stated as a formal proposition, 
that the success of our negotiations with the Vizier, as well as with any other 
prince or State, will be best promoted by abstaining from the agitation of 
questions of minor consideration leading to no important results, but calcu- 
lated to produce irritation and dissatisfaction in the mind of the opposite party,. 
the effect of which must be to weaken and exhaust that influence which should 
be reserved unimpaired for objects of higher moment, and to expose to the 
hazard of failure, or at least to interruption and counteraction, the accomplish- 
ment of our views in affairs of real consequence. 


3. The Governor-General in Council does not see any reason to apprehend: 


that our influence in the Vizier’s administration will be impaired, by yielding 
to his prejudices and prepossessions on points on which we are not required 
nor entitled to oppose them, and which do not involve any essential interest 
of either State, while we steadily and firmly maintain our right of interference in 
those which do. On the contrary, his Lordship in Council is disposed to believe, 
that by avoiding such discussions, or by judicious and well-timed concessions in 
points of the former description, and reserving the language and tone of urgent 
remonstrance and demand for occasions more suited to their employment, 
we shall be the better able to carry those measures in which our decided inter- 
position is required by the urgency of the case, and justified by the provisions. 
of existing engagements. 


4. The instructions which Iam about to convey to you are framed with 
reference to the principles here stated ; and the Governor-General in Council 
confidently trusts that the course of proceeding intended to be pursued tn the 
case of Tuhseen Alee Khan’s will, accompanied as it will be by the explicit decla- 
ration of the Governor-General’s sentiments on the question of reform, which 
his Lordship proposes to convey without delay to the Vizier, will tend to pro- 
mote rather than to retard the accomplishment of that salutary and important 
arrangement. 


5. I now proceed to the subject of your despatch above acknowledged. 


6. The Governor-General in Council has perceived with concern, the deter- 
mined opposition of his :xcellency the Vizier to the desire which you have con- 
veyed to his Excellency, on the part of the British Government, to. carry into 
efiect the provisions of Tuhseen Alee Khan’s will, and considers the refusal of 
his Excellency to comply with the dying request of a person so long and faith- 
fully attached to his family, and to whose firmness and integrity he is himself 
largely indebted for his succession tothe musnud of Oude, to reflect discredit on 
his Excellency’s character. 


7. Whatever may be the sentiments of his Excellency in Council on this sub- 
ject, however, the decision of the British Government on a question involving 
the independent exercise of the rights of the Vizier over his own subjects and 
servants must be determined, not by the dictates of personal feeling, but by con- 
‘siderations of public equity and good faith. 


_8. Entertaining the warmest sense of Tuhseen Alee Khan's merits and ser- 
vices, and of his attachment to both States, and convinced of the obligation 
imposed on the Vizier, by every principle of gratitude and honour, to fulfil the 
reasonable and just requests of the deceased, as well as of the right and duty of 
this Government to urge it to the utmost extent compatible witha due regard to. 

is Excellency’s right of final judgment in his own concerns, it still does not 
appear to the Governor-General in Council that the British Government would 

warranted, by the considerations above stated, in endeavouring tg carry. this 
measure against the declared opposition of the Vizier, The duty of the British 
Government is ‘performed by the = and zealous exertion of the we 
oo Ti which 
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which it derives from its relation with the (Government of Oude-in favour of the 
family and dependants of Tuhseen ; but the interference of the British Govern-. 
ment must be bounded by these limits, and the Governor-General in Council 
cannot reconcile to his sense, either of justice or expediency, ‘the prosecution of 
this demand to the consequences to which it would lead, if the principle of 
unlimited interference were admitted. 


9. The reasoning which you have so ably employed to prove the right of 
Tuhseen Alee Khan to dispose of his personal property under the Mohummudan 
law, however justly used as an argument to influence the Vizier’s judgment, does 
not, in the opinion of his Excellency in Council, supply the want of other grounds 
for the authoritative interference of the British Government in this particular 
case. 


10. Viewing the questicn in this light, and adverting also to the opinion 
expressed by you, that the cordial acquiescence of the Vizier can scarcely be 
looked for, his Lordship is compelled to relinquish the expectation of prevailing 
on the Vizier to leave the personal property of the deceased to be disposed of 
according to the terms of his will; and it is accordingly the desire of his Lord- 
ship in Council that the property in question nay be given up to the Vizier. 


1]. Although this proceeding seems to be unavoidable under the circumstances 
of the case, the Governor-General in Council is nevertheless desirous of pre- 
vailing on the Vizier, by friendly representation and earnest appeal to his humane 
and honourable feelings, to make a decent and proper provision for the grand- 
children of Chutra Mull Seth, and for the adherents and servants of Tusheen 
Alee Khan mentioned in his will. 


12. The Governor-General in Council trusts that a compromise on this principle 
may be effected without material difficulty, as it will be free from the appearance 
of the objection which seems to form a principal difficulty with his Excellency, 
namely, that the exccution of the will will publicly proclaim the violation of 
his rights, and encourage his other servants in similar practices. It is scarcely 
necessary to advert to the groundless nature of this objection, since the case of 
Tuhseen is singular, and it is morally impossible that a parallel one should arise 
in future. His Excellency’s reference to the Bhow Begum is entirely irrelevant, 
the situation and circumstances of her Highness having no analogy to that of 
Tuhseen, a menial servant of the Vizier and his predecessors ; you are accord- 
ingly desired to renew the negotiation on the basis above stated. 


13. With a view to assist your representations, and to manifest the earnest 
desire of the Government to obtain from the Vizier’s justice and liberality a 
suitable provision for the family and dependants of his deceased servant, a letter 
will be addressed ¢o his Excellency by the Governor-General, to the effect of the 


enclosed draft. 


14. The resolution for withdrawing the proposition relative to Tuhseen Alee 
Khan’s will is stated to have originated in a position submitted by you, because 
this declaration, while it is consistent with the fact, the measure having been 
suggested in the first instance by the tenor of the ninth and following paragraphs 
of your despatch of the 23d of November, will impress upon the Vizier’s mind 
the desirable conviction, that he owes this act of concession to the concurrence 
of your advice and recommendation with the sentiments and disposition of the - 
Governor-General in Council. It will be highly expedient that, by the tenor of 
your communications to the Vizier under the present instructions, you should 
countenance this belief. - = 


15. His Lordship has, you will observe, refrained from stating the precise 
extent of the provision to be made by his Excellency the Vizier, deeming it to 
be more consistent with the spirit of this proceeding and with respect for the 
Vizier, to Icave the decision of this point to the unconstrained: dictates of his 
Excellency’s just and humane consideration of the case. At the same time, if 
will be proper that you should be prepared to meet any reference to you from 
the Vizier, with a recommendation that the provisions to be made for the per-. 


sons named in the will should be regulated as nearly. as possible by the saiirwins 
wishes 
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wishes of the deceased, and that.-the allowance to be assigned to-the residuary 
legatees should be sufficient to maintain them it ease and comfort. 


16. The Governor-General’s letter to the Vizier will be transmitted to you by 
the Persian Secretary as soon as it can be prepared. : 


17. You will be pleased to combine with your negotiation of this affair a 
renewal of your endeavours to obtain some melioration of the condition of the 
members of ‘the khoord muhl of Asuf-ood-Dowlah, whose situation was 
adverted to in the instructions of the 3d of September last, ‘and which does not 
appear to have received that consideration which a feeling of humanity, equally 
with a jist regard for his own reputation and the honour of his family demand. 
This is a subject on which it is obvious that your proceedings must be confined 
to representation and advice, which, however, you are authorized to offer in the 
name of the Governor-General in Council. 


| I have, &c. 
Fort-William, (Signed) - J. Apam, 
$ist December 1813. | Secretary to Government. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 7th January 1814. 


To John Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government. 
Sir: 

1. I request the favour of your submitting to the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General in Council the enclosed copies of a correspondence which has 
recently passed between his Excellency the Vizier and me, regarding the pay- 
ment and destribution of the pension assigned to Hoosem Alee Khan. 


2, It must be totally unnecessary to recall to his Lordship in Council's recol- 
lection the original object of the discussion between the British Government and 
the Vizier, revarding the property of the late Hyder Beg Khan and the provision 
assigned to his family. ‘This object was unquestionably, in the first instance, no 
other than the restitution by Akbur Alee Khan to his own legitimate brother of 
a share of the property of their father, which the former had unjustly appro- 
priated ; and on the failure of this primary object through the contumacy of 
Akbur Alee Khan and the undue influence of the Vizier, my negotiation with 
his Excellency was directed to the only alternative which remained for redressing 
the wrongs of Hoosein Alee Khan, by obtaining the restoration in his favour 
of the provision originally assigned for the support of the whole family, and 
resumed by his Excellency the Vizier. 


3. The partial success of my negotiation of this latter question, or the com- 
promise effected with the Vizier, could obviously, therefore, have reference, as 
its direct and immediate object, to the purpose only of securing a comfortable 
if not a liberal provision for Hoosein Alee Khan, cambined with the means of 
subsistence, if procurable, for the other indigent branches of his family, to the 
manifest and necessary exclusion of Akbur Alee Khan, whose unjust and 
inhuman treatment of his younger legitimate brother had alone given rise to the 
discussion; and, indeed, at my conference with the Vizier,.when the grant of 
this pension was promised, I expressly declared to his Excellency that no part 
of the allowance should be considered as intended for Akbur Alee Khan, who 


had entirely forfeited his claim to the consideration or protection of our Govern- 


ment, and in whose behalf we should never interfere. 


4. Under this view of the question, which the Right Honourable the Governor-. 


General in Council will, I doubt not, consider to be just, it must excite his 
Lordship in Council's surprise that his Excellency the Vizier should have. been 
induced, not only to combat the distribution which I praposed to be made, in 
conipliance with his Excellency’s desire, of the pension assigned to Hoosein 
Alee ‘Khan, but to withhold the payment of the pension for a period of two 
months, with the view of applying a part of it to the maintenance of the family 

; or 
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Wie propused, which 1 trust, that your Excellency will app 
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of Akbur Alee Khan, thus affording another unequivocal proof of the unhappy 
propension of his mitd to oppose the views of our Government, and af his bias 
to the side of injustice, which he has uniformly supported: throughout the course 
of this long and vexatious discussion. . ee eee. a eh 

5. It is = source of some consolation to me to add, that bis Excellency has 
been induced in the end to make payment of the pension ‘assigned, and in so 
far to withdraw his opposition to the arrangement which:I had proposed to: 
him on principles apparently unexceptionable, and in which he at first acqui- 
esced. Yet I shall not be enabled to consider the arrangement proposed as: 
conclusive, nor to consign the amount of the pension, which is now deposited 
in my treasury, to the hands of Hoosein Alee Khan, till I receive a commu- 
nication of the sentiments of the Right Honourable the Govergof-General in 
Council on the subject of this despatch, which I beg you to pbtain and 
convey to me at as early a period as may be practicable. : 


6. The Vizier has hitherto delayed to commence the measures of reform in 
the manner which I deemed it my duty to suggest to him, with a view to ensure 
their success, or to preclude his ascribing their failure to any radical defect in 
the system recommended by our Government for his adoption. His Excel- 
lency has also suspended or prevented the execution of his orders for the com- 
plete redress of the grievances of Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan, who has, 
however, resumed the possession ofa part of his hereditary rights, and I have 
some reason to hope for the gradual restoration of the whole of them. But 
my recent proceedings with a reference to this question, if necessary, and my 
proceedings and correspondence with the Vizier on the more important ques- 
tion of reform, shall torm the subjects of a separate despatch to you in the 
course of a few days. | 


oe 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. BAtLuie, 
17th December 1813. Resident. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 26th October 1813.) 


heeping two objects in view, namely, the affluent circumstances of Hoosein 
Alee Khan during his father’s life-time, and his numerous family, consisting 
of thirty sons and daughters, many of them arrived at the age of puberty 
and marriageable, besides a number of women who depend on him for their 
support, I submit for your Excellency’s consideration, that the provision 
assigned for his maintenance, and that of the other needy relations and depen- 
dants of the late Hyder Beg Khan, with the exception of Akbur Alee Khan 
and his family, be divided into two portions of 1,500 and 500 rupees; the 
former of these sums, namely, an allowance of 1,500 rupees per mensem to | 
be appropriated to the maintenance of Hoosein Alee Khan and his numerous 
family ; and though this sum be by no means sufficient to maintain them ‘in 
that degree of ease and affluence to which they were accustomed in former 
times, it will supply every ¢eal want to them, and afford most of the comforts. 


of life. 


On a minute enquiry into the circumstances of the other surviving relations. 
of the late Hyder Beg Khan, extending to the number of forty persons, as. 
enumerated and described in the accompanying list, it appears that from a 
pension of a Jac of rupees per annum, originally assigned to the family under 
the management and control of Akbur Alee Khan, an allowance of only 
fifteen rupees per mensem was enjoyed by each of his brothers and sisters, the 
offspring of concubines or slaves, and a still smaller provision to their mothers 5. 
and consequently it is obvious that a distribution of the remaining, five hun- 
dred rupees of the pension assigned by your Excellency among those, subordi- 
nate branches, will: afford to each individual & far more liberal provision than 
they have ever hitherto enjoyed: | rn 

Accordingly I submit to your Excellency a statement of the distribution 

rove, and — 
4 


OUDE PAPERS. 569 


doubt not, in that..event, will also be honoured by the approgation of the Bengal Political 
Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council ; and considering this Consultations, 
int to be settled, it only remains for your Excellency's liberality to deter- eo 
mine at what date the provision should commence. On this point I shall be Letter 
totally silent, having full reliance on your Excellency’s bounty and generosity ae oo at 
for the commencement of the allowance from such a period as may relieve ee 
Hoosein Alee Khan from his embarrassments, and also for your Excellency’s 
remission of all former largesses to the Khan. 


Statement referred to in the foregoing. 
To the younger brothers, viz. 


Asghur Alee Khan, per mensem ................ Rupees 25 
Mehen Alee Khan ......ccccccocccccscccsasecsece sesiaaweceawe @5 
Abmud Alee Khan. tissscsscsvsswss esac cunesacectinedossscess 25 
Rumazan Alee Khan ......cccccsccccccscsecceecs eeecwsewees Q5 
Moozuffer Alee Khan ..........ccccccccecsccnccvsccccssceces 25 
To children of Nawauz Alee Khan, deceased ..........0. 20 
; — 145 
To sisters, &c. 
Begum Jan per mensem .........0000- scsscsesecess Rupees 20 
Potic Begum ...ccccscccccssescccvccccccccecce yebenegeassedsaees 20 
Hoosmet-oon-Nissa Begum ......ccsecseccccees apakseneauees 20 
Vizier-oon-Nissa Begum .......0+ scaawonewnes encsccscesscecs GO 
Adiena Begum ........coscsccsceee ssccecscocnences seccecsccces 20 
Koodrut-oon-Nissa Begum ...... sbuslebueweddatsueewessenese 20 
Hajee Begum ......... cadeecasaue scl sedeaawdrsdeswees aacune 20 
Rumuzanee Begum .......e.0e. Svessaeceess Seenie lege eeseeess 20 
Children of Hooseynie Begum, deceased ......sseeeseseeee 20 2s * 
— 0 
Two nieces of the late Nawaub Hyder Beg Khan : 
Jungulee Khanum ........00- aeaseeusens Woveieceesenecnnrseeeys 15 
Beebee Murjid ........scscoccccsscccccccccees seaclaesuevs soon 15 
— 3 


To the subordinate wives and concubines of the late Nawaub: 
Ist class, five women. 

To Gorie Khanum ....... 

Mah Khanum ees @eeveeosvseaeeevenpeeeeeeaagaaeeeoa ene eees S@eeenvos 880008060 

Purie Baee eesec0ce SeneceoaSSP@onveeoeoeeeosaeeeegeeeoeeseseeseeosesesesesvsoageaaeeo 


Begma  ...csscecevee orecreacscccenee Sa eSecueceedeswsensasceecses 
Misree Khanum Coo eee esSneeessessesenssveeeneeleoees 


SCHSHOCHOKHHCHREHREHHOKRESEHEHESESEHHRHAOHSER Ce 


lewcwoesd 


46 
Second class, seven women. 
Ullae Baee ....ccccsscccess baedeeonuuans oboees pias wunweeees 
Mendhoo  ....ccsccecee wwsineeenies Sunwae ee eesesteswetseeseeues 
Ruttun Baee ....... eisieleceaesesiautes Maceamuce ven edn sseeees 
WUSICLEE. - <éccesbcciwtiisvaesesccce saceiteesens errr hebeacaes ae 
Mumoola Baee .........00- se ceteumenbos eaees isbeed gdedseuses 
Juwaher Bace  ..cccccecese seeusevesdeeaviaewess steneageeuaesis 
Goomanie, Gacen (temale singer) ..ccccccccccscsecsece Sscawe 


| aya 


Third class, six women. 
Raj Baee: scsricsdsveseviewsestdecsensaccsscesutecswecsostsaguees 
RUMZANIC, “GOCE sb piveses ices cacccccaisastetesivsssetastouctes 
AZOCMEN: «sa coiciiscandsnws sees iacsevstenceenvewdianssesesevess 
A MiCOFU IN ioisicivewsictin vie ceias eases cass Uensscpeusinceseeesencscenes 
Seedun, Negress.....rcccccrccrvsccsesccccccccessccsscsencosces 


Sud Burg seveeeecenscarecsescneeesecenene coe neaesseeeseseeaeete 


Teaananke 


30 
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To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 9th December 1813.) 


A period of more than two months has elapsed since the happy adjustment 
of the disputed points between your Excellency and the British Government, 
one of which was the grant ofan allowance to Hoosein Alee Khan; and on this 
particular question I had the honour of’ addressing your Excellency separately, 
by a letter dated the 26th of October last, to which I have not yet been 
honoured with a reply ; and Hoosein Alee Khan being justly importunate with 
me on the subject of his allowance, I take the liberty of transmitting to your 
Excellency his receipt for two months’ allowance, drawn up in the terms which 
I suggested in my former letter, and which your Excellency verbally approved. 
The payment of the amount of this receipt will be esteemed as a particular 
favour. 

A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Batue, 
Resident. 





From his Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 10th December 1813.) 


I have received two letters from you; the first dated the 26th of October, 
conveying a statement of the proposed distribution of the monthly pension 
granted by me for the maintenance of Hoosein Alee Khan, the younger of the 
two legitimate sons, and the other needy relations and dependants of the late 
Hyder Beg Khan; and the second bearing date the 9th instant, containing 
receipts from Hoosein Alee Khan for two months’ pay, and requesting that the 


amount might be paid. 


The truth of the matter is: that in order to please you I granted this pension 
for the maintenance of all the children and grand-children, and other relations 
of the deceased, each of whom, the wife and children of Akbur Alee Khan not 
excepted, should receive a part of the money; for the relationship of these 
ache fo to the late Hyder Beg Khan cannot be denied, and they are needy, and 

elpless, and blameless. ‘Their exclusion, therefore, from a share in this pro- 
vision seems to me to be totally without a cause ; and, further, they possess an 
equal right with the other descendants and needy relations of the deceased to a 
share of the compensation for the sayer and pardens of Gurethie. Let this 
matter also be arranged, and their shares of that compensation be adjusted. 
The commencement of the pension is the same, of course, with the date of my 
letter on the subject to the Right Honourable the Governor-General, Earl of 


Minto. : ‘i 
The receipts for the money are returned to you. 


A true translation: 


Signed J. Barz, 
(signee) : Resident. 


To 
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. To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 11th December 1813). 


I have had the honour of receiving your Excellency’s letter, dated the 10th 
instant, and I am concerned to observe that your Excellency has been pleased to 
disapprove the distribution which I suggested to you of the provision assigned to 
Hoosein Alee‘Khan and the other needy dépendants of his father. The nature of the 
protracted discussions between the British Government and your Excellency which 
led to the assignment of this provision, and the principle of the compromise which 
I agreed to with a view to your Excellency’s satisfaction, are too obvious to require 
explanation. The original claim of Hoosein Alee Khan against his elder brother 
Akbur Alee Khan, which gave rise to the discussion with your Excellency, was 
simply a demand of his own individual share of the property left by their father, 
to which none of the other children laid claim, nor were their names ever men- 
tioned in.the discussion ; and conseguently it must be obvious to your Excellency 
that none of the descendants of Hyder Beg Khan could be entitled, as a matter of 
right, to any share of the provision assigned, in compliance with the desire of 
our Government, for the maintenance of Hoosein Alce Khan : so that the portion 
of the allowance in question which is proposed to be given to them might be 
considered as a gratuitous concession on the part of the British Government and of 
Hoosein Alee Khan for the maintenance oe his indigent relations, from a fund 
which was exclusively his own; since the original fund for the maintenance of 
all the relations was not the amount of the compromise, but that of the provision 
compromised, namely, the sum of a lac of rupees per annum assigned by your 
Excellency’s predecessor for the support of the family of Hyder Beg at the 
instance of the Marquis Cornwallis. Had this provision been continued, every 
one of the relations of the deceased would doubtless have had a right to a share 
of it; but with regard to the amount of the present limited provision the case 
is obviously different: and independently of this remark, I must beg your Excel- 
lency to recollect, that subsequently to the transmission of my letter, which 
contained a statement of the distribution proposed, on my asking your Excel- 
lency personally whether you approved or disapproved of that statement, you 
were pleased to reply in these words, ‘‘ My business is merely to pay the money, 
‘* and whatever you suggest I approve.’’ Your Excellency’s sentiments on that 
occasion were certainly different from those which are conveyed in your letter 
before me, and it is a source of real disappointment to me to observe so material 
a change in your seutiments in so short a period of time. 


With a reference to your Excellency’s remark, that the wife and children of 
Akbur Alee Khan are poor, and needy, and blameless, it seems sufficient that I 
recall to your Excellency’s recollection the proceedings of the Adawlut at 
Lucknow on the claim of Hoosein Alee Khan against his brother, in the 
course of which the defendant’s usurpation of the whole of his father’s property 
was proved to your Excellency’s satisfaction ; thus precluding the belief of his 
poverty, which was subsequently rendered still more incredible by his voluntary 
uffer to me of the sum of two lacs and a half of rupees in satisfaction of the 
claims of his brother, and more recently by the offer of a considerable sum of 
money by the wife of Akbur Alee Khan, with a view to her husband's enlarge- 
ment. How these several offers can be reconciled with a belief of the poverty 
of this branch of the family I leave it to your Excellency to judge. 


Your Excellency has been pleased to suggest, that the rents and duties of 
Gurethie be also distributed among the whole of the relations of Hyder Beg, 
and that the wife and children of Akbur Alee Khan have a share of them. 
The decision of the British Goverament on this question, with regard to the 
arrears of the compensation adjudged to the family of Hyder Beg, was that a 
moiety of the sum should be paid to Hoosetn Alee Khan as his own share, and 
a moiety as the share of his brother, in part of his established demand on account 
of the inheritance of their father, these two brathers being considered as the 
only legitimate sons or lawful heirs of their father. With regard to the future 
rents and profits of Gurethie, a consideration of humanity induced the British 
Government to decree that some portion of those rents should be assigned for 
the support of the subordinate and illegitimate branches of the family, in the 
Proportion in which they were maintained from the provision of a lac of rupees 
under the original management of Akbur Alee Khan. But the amount of the 
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tents was so small as to preclude a distribution on the priaciple above stated, 
with any material advantage to the subordinate branches of the family, aod 
therefore the application of the whole was committed to the justice and humanity 
of Hoosein Alee Khan, on which the British Government was disposed to rely ; 
and it has become my duty to take care that this reliance shall not be disap- 
pointed. If your Excellency, on the same principle, had been pleased to 
commit the distribution of the pension (which your bounty has assigned) to the 
justice and liberality of Hoosein Alee Khan, under my guidance and control, 
your confidence would not have been misplaced, and the present discussion 
might have been avoided. 


With regard to the commencement of the pension, which your Excellency 
has been pleased to make coeval with your letter to the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General, instead of assigning to i#a much earlier date, as 1 confess I 
was led to expect, or even the date of our conference, at which the grant of 
the pension was declared to me, I can only express my concern at the ‘disap- 
pointment of my natural expectation, and submit to your Excellency’s pleasure. 
I entreat your Excellency to inform me whether or not thle pension is to be paid, 
that I may report the matter to Government, which I am anxious to do 
without delay. 


A true copy : 


(Signed) J. Baruute, 
Resident. 





From his Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 15th December 1813.) 


Ihave received your letter dated the 17th of Zeehijj (11th December), in 
answer to mine of the 16th of Zechijj (10th December), containing a denial 
of the right of Akbur Alee Khan's wite and children to any share of the pension 
assigned to the family of Hyder Beg, in compliance with the desire. of the 
Governor-General, by your suggestion and advice, and stating that my former 
letter had disappointed your expectations. The truth of the matter is this: that 
what I wrote to you coincides exactly with the sentiments of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General, as expressed in his letter to me, and there- 
fore I see no reason why it should disappoint your expectations. ‘It is my wish 
to avoid all dispute regarding matters that are already settled. I have granted. 
an allowance of 2,000 rupees per mensem to Hoosein Alee Khan, and all the 
other children, grand-children, and needy dependants of Hyder Beg Khan, by 
your advice, in compliance with the desire of the Governor-General. The 
right of all the dependants of Hyder Beg toa share of the allowance in question 
may be inferred from the words of the Governor-General's letter, which are as 
follows: ‘‘ I call upon your Excellency to restore to this unfortunate family the 
‘¢ means of subsistence, of which they have been so long deprived, without 
‘¢ any ground of alleged misconduct, excepting in the case of the elder brother, 
‘¢ whose disgraceful and inhuman conduct towards his brother only constitutes 
“ an additional and most powerful argument for the restoration of the stipend 
‘‘ in favour of the latter, and of those branches of the family who are left in a 
‘‘ condition of distress by Akbur Alee Khan’s unjust appropriation of the 
‘‘ property of their deceased father.” 


If these words include all the relations and dependants of the deceased, it is 
proper that all of them be included in the distribution of the allowance, and 
otherwise I have no wish to depart from the object of the Right Honourable 
the Governor-General’s letter. I send the sum of 4,000 sicca rupees, 
being the amount of the allowance for two months, from the 15th of Shuvvaul 
till the 14th of Zeehijj inclusive, as due to Hoosein Alee Khan. 


A true translation : 


Signed J. BAILLIE, 
(Signed) Resident. 


To 
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To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written 16th December 1813,) 


’ I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter of yesterday's date, 
and after a most attentive consideration of the words of the Governor-General's 
letter, to which your Excellency has referred, I have no hesitation in assuring 
your Excellency that they seem to me to bear a different meaning from that 
which your Excellency has been pleased to assign to them. The expression 
ta condition of distress,” in the first place, conveys, to my judgment, an.express 
and particular exclusion of the wife and children of Akbur Alee Khan 
from any share of the provision assigned, since it is obvious, and has been 
demonstrated in my former letter to your Excellency, that the wife and chil- 
dren of Akbur Alee Khan are by no means in a condition of distress nor in any 
want of a provision. Secondly, 1 submit to your Excellency that as « the 
s¢ disgraceful and inhuman conduct of Akbur Alee Khan towards his brother” 
is stated by the Right Honourable the Governor-General as the most powerful 
argument for your Excellency’s restoration of the pension, if a part of this 
pension were assigned to the wife and children of Akbur Alee Khan, for whose 
maintenance he is bound to provide, it would follow that his personal crime 
must prove the source of a provision for his family, or in ather words, for hime 
self; a conclusion which your Excellency must admit to be as far from my 
Lord Minto’s intention as justice can be from the reverse. In short, the wife 
and children of Akbur Alee Khan, though, as your Excellency has justly 
observed, they be perfectly innocent and blameless, are by no means in a con- 
dition of distress; but, on the contrary, by Akbur Alee han’s usurpation and 
crime, have been rendered totally independent of this provision, and therefore 
are expressly excluded, from the obvious intention of the words in the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General’s letter, to which your Excellency has been 
pleased to refer. But even admitting them to be needy, they can have no 
possible right to a share of an allowance assigned in compliance with the desiie 
of the British Government for the support of Hoosein Alee Khan, whose con- 
dition alone formed the subject of the protracted discussion with your Excel- 
lency, which has thus at length been concluded, and in the whole course of 
which not the smallest notice was taken of the women or children of Akbur 
Alee Khan. If your Excellency be pleased to assign a separate provision for 
them, our Government can have no objection; but the distribution of the 
pension assigned, namely, that of two thousand rupees per mensem, can in 
wy judgment be no otherwise arranged with justice to Hoosein Alee Khan, 
than in the manner already submitted. On these grounds I repeat my respect- 
ful suggestion, that your Excellency will be pleased to confirm the distribution 
which I.had the honour of proposing, and to accept the receipt of Hoosein 
Alee Khan in token of your final approbation. ‘This acquiescence on the part 
of your Excellency will put an end to vexatious discussion on a point that I 
considered to have been settled, and will supersede the necessity for any further 
reference to the Government before distribution of the pension can take place. 
It must otherwise become my duty to suspend the payment of any part of the 
money which your Excellency has been pleased to send to me, until a reference 
on the subject be made to the Right Honourable the Governor-General in 
Council, and I receive his Lordship’s commands regarding the distribution of 
the pension. | 
: A true copy: | 
(Signed) J. BAILute, 
Resident. 





To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government. 
Sir: 

Shortly after the apparently happy and final adjustment of the principal ques- 
tions in dispute between the Britis 1 Governinent and his Excellency the Vizier, 
it was proposed tu his Excellency by me, with a view to the satisfactory con- 
duct of the system of reform in his administration, that we should have weekly 
conferences at the palace, or alternately at the -palace and Residency, for the 
purpose of concerting and deciding on the course of measures to be pursued 
and the support to be afforded to — measures. Accordingly, during the 
5 7 whole 
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whole of. the months of October and November last, this salutary arrangement 
was observed, and at every meeting with his Excellency I had the satisfaction 
of perceiving and inferring from his Excellency’s remarks, that the advantages 
of the new system of administration were more and more impressed upon his 
mind, and that he was fully resolved to adopt the measures which I had pro- 
posed to him on a perfect conviction of their expedience. 


2. Atone of my conferences with the Vizier, in the beginning of the month 
of November, his Excellency requested me to commit to writing, for his guidance, 
the purport of the suggestions which I had offered to him, and assured me that 
they should be carried into effect ; and I complied with his Excellency’s requi- 
sition, by transmitting to him the paper of suggestions which forms a number 
of this denveich, and which I request the favour of your submitting to the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council. This paper was accom- 
panied, or preceded, by a Persian translation of one of the most important and 
comprehensive of the Regulations of our Government for the guidance of Col- 
lectors and Tehsildars, namely Regulation X XVII. of 1803 for the Ceded and 
Conquered Provinces, which I begged his Excellency to peruse with attention, 
and to compare with the suggestions which I had offered to him on various 
former occasions for the better administration of bis revenue. The Vizier at a syb- 
sequent conference, and more particularly by a message through my Moonshee, 
expressed his general approbation of the principal measures which I proposed, 
assured me that the proclamations and instructions to Aumils and Ameens were 
preparing in the terms which I had suggested; and with a reference to some 
subordinate points, on which his Excellency desired explanation, he directed his 
Dewan and chief revenue officer, Dya-Krishen, to attend me, for the purpose of 
stating his doubts and receiving my explanations. | 

3. A conversation with Raee Dya-Krishen had long been the object of my 
desire. This person had originally used his influence with the Vizier to prevent 
his Excelleney’s acquiescence in the system of assessment and collection of the 
revenue recommended by our Government ; and as the particular nature of his 
office, as well as the degree of his master’s confidence which he was supposed 
to possess, rendered it important to satisfy his mind of the advantages of the 
system recommended, I was anxious to have an opportunity of doing so before 
the measures of reform should commence. The result of my first conference 
with Dya-Krishen was satisfactory in the extreme. He appeared to be thoroughly 
convinced of the propriety of all the measures proposed, assured me that the 
Vizier was sincerely desirous to carry them into effect with my concurrence: and 
support, and that he himself saw no obstacle whatever to the conclusion of a 
triennial settlement of the revenue in every district of Oude during the current 
fusly year, which he should accordingly recommend to his Excellency. 


4, Within a fortnight from the date of my conversation with Dya-Krishen, I 
had the mortification of perceiving a manifest change in the disposition and 
conduct of the Vizier, whose jealousy of his minister, Dya-Krishen, would seem 
to have been excited by the sinister practices and false reports of Hukeem Mehdee, 
Aumil of Khyrabad, a person whose disaffection to the British Government, and 
the general vices of his character, have frequently fallen under my observation, 
and have been brought to the notice of the Government by my predecessor, as 
well as by myself. This person had been apparently removed from the: Vizier’s 
confidence and favour, on two or three recent occasions, for a considerable 
period of time, during all which his Excellency seemed particularly attentive to 
my advice, and I have frequently had occasion to remark that the restoration of 
Hukeem Mehdee to favour, has been the forerunner of untoward proceedings on 
the part of his Excellency, with regard to every question in discussion between 
his Secellane and me. On the present occasion, it is obvious to my judgment 
that his Excellency’s inclination to depart from the promise conveyed in his letter 
to the Right Honourable the Governor-General, Lord Minto, as well as from 
his assurances to me, regarding the progress of the measures of reform, the 
Seta assigned to Hoosein Alee Khan, and the restoration of the rights of 

oonshee Alee Nuckee Khan, has been induced in a principal degree by the 
pernicious counsels of Hukeem Mehdee, and by the false reports of intriguing 
agents empluyed by this person at the Presidency, as well as in the city of 


Lucknow. 
; 5. About 
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‘5. About the beginning of this month. it was. reported to me that a scheme 
had been — to the Vizier for defeating the objects of reform, by the 
deputation of a few Ameens to the most disorderly: district of his dominions, 
under circumstances which were calculated to preclude even the partiel success 
of their deputation, and with secret instructions to represent the obstacles that 
opposed their proceedings immediately on their arrival in the district. The par- 
ticulars of this scheme and its objects were explained to me by an indirect 
cominunication on the part of. Raee Dya-Krishen, and the truth of the reports 
which had reached me was confirmed by a manifest change in the disposition 
and conduct of the Vizier, who had ceased, without any pretext, to pay his, usual 
visits at the Residency or to communicate with me in a friendly manner, as 
formerly, on the subjeet of reform or on any other. The discussion, in parti- 
cular, regarding the property and will of Tuhseen Alee Khan, which had hitherto 
proceeded in a friendly and conciliatory manner, notwithstanding our difference 
of opinion, was no longer attended to with patience on the part of his Excel- 
lency the Vizier, who seemed disposed to take advantage of my known inability 
to gratify him by the unconditional surrender of that property, as a pretext for 
rejécting my advice on every other question that occurred, be the nature of it 
ever so trifling. 


6. Perceiving this unhappy alteration in the temper and disposition of the 
Vizier, and particularly apprehensive of its effects on the progress of the 
reform in his administration, I deemed it to be my indispensable duty to guard 
against the commencement of the reform, under circumstances that were 
calculated to frustrate the salutary objects in view, or to afford to his Excel- 
lency a pretext for ascribing the failure of those objects to any defect in the 
system proposed ; and accordingly, on the 11th instant, I addressed a letter 
on this subject to the Vizier, a copy of which is enclosed for his Lordship in 
Council's perusal, and will, I trust, receive his approbation. A short reply to 
this letter, a translation of which is enclosed, was received on the same day ; 
since which I have had no communication with his Excellency on the subject : 
but I have heard, through another channel, that the few miserable Ameens who 
were actually appointed by his Excellency, and had received an advance of 
salary at the rate of fifty rupees per mensem, with instructions to proceed to 
Purtaubgurh, have been recently dismissed from their employment, and 
required, under pain of imprisonment, to refund the amount which they re- 
ceived, and which many of them had expended for their subsistence. This 
circumstance, of itself, seems decisive of the fact of their total incapacity for 
the trust which was nominally reposed in them, and of the view of his Excel- 
lency the Vizier in selecting such persons for employment in a turbulent 
district, and peculiarly difficult to settle, because subjected to extraordinary 
oppression for a great number of years. 


7. I cannot with certainty predict the nature of the excuse which will be 
offered by his Excellency the Vizier for this departure from his solemn 
engagement with a reference to the question of reform. That his Excellency 
is at a loss to assign any plausible pretext for his conduct, may be inferred from 
his delay to reply to my letter, and from his anxiety to avoid a conference 
with me since the date of his receiving that letter, which he has manifested by 
complaints of indisposition on every subsequent occasion of our meeting. His 
reply, however, cannot be withholden much longer, and it shall be transmitted 
to you as soon as I receive it, with such remarks as the purport of it may 
suggest, 


8. It must be obvious to his Lordship in Council, that the partial com- 
mencement of the reform under such circumstances as those that have 
been stated, and in the disposition of mind and with the views, which I have as- 
cribed to his Excellency the Vizier on grounds that appear to be unquestionable, 
could have no other possible effect than that of frustrating the objects pro- 
posed, and affording a pretext to his Excellency for imputing the failure of 
those objects to a cause the most remote from the true one, This effect has been 
necessarily precluded by the tenor of my letter to the Vizier, while his 
Excellency’s responsibility for the performance of his solemn ergagement 
to our Government remains unaffected, as before, in the terms of his letter 
: to 


Bengal Political 
Consultations , 
7 Jan. 1814, 

Letter 
from Resident at 
Lucknow, 


Benga! Political 
Consultations, 
7 Jan. 1814, 
Letter 
from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


576 OUDE PAPERS. 


to Lord Minto of. the 12th of October last, namely, * to répulate the 
«assessment of his dominions by the real assets of the country, and 
‘to fix that assessment for a term of years, to be afterwards increased: in 
‘¢ proportion to the augmentation of resources in the districts ;” and further, 
** to fix the amount of revenue to be exacted from the. landholders by ‘written 
‘‘ engagements under the guarantee of the government, so that no more.ma 

** be demanded than what is specified in those engagements, and that the 
‘landholders and others may be relieved from. oppressive or arbitrary 
** exaction.” | Pes : 


. 9. The performanee of this solemn engagement, which was voluntarily 
contracted by the Vizier, is all that our government can require, and we are 
obviously entitled to demand it. It it be performed in a satisfactory manner, 
and in the spirit of existing treaties, with our uniform concurrence and advice, 
we are bound and disposed to support the whole course of his Excellency’s 
measures, and thus to ensure their success, to the improvement of his revenue 
and resources ; but if the measures adopted by his Excellency, with even the 
ostensible view of fulfilling his engagements to our Government, be such as 
we are bound to disapprove, or be adopted without our knowledge and 
concurrence, the responsibility for the success of those measures, and for the 
increase or diminution of the public revenue of the country, must rest with 
his Excellency alone, and he can never hereafter ascribe the failure of any of 
his measures to a defect in the general system recommended by our Govern- 
ment to his adoption, nor to the want of our support to those measures which 
may be executed without our knowledge or advice. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow Residency, (Signed) . J. Barurz, 
22d December 1813. | Resident. 





Suggestions regarding the Reform, submitted to his Excellency the Vizier on the 
| 10th of November 1813. 


The present season of the year is, of all others, the. best adapted to the 
commencement of the salutary reforms in the administration of your Excel- 
lency’s revenue. The seed-time of the Rubbee crop being over, the landholders 
and cultivators of the ground can have no possible pretext for refusing or 
delaying to attend the Tehsildars for the purpose of settling the revenue, and 
the facility of military operations at so favourable a season of the year must 
deter the disaffected and refractory from refusing to attend the Tehsildars, 
or must readily tend to their suppression. Further, the easy and accurate ascer- 
tainmentof assets, or of the probable produce of the lands, by ocular inspection 
of the cultivated fields, is another manifest advantage at the present season of 
the year, unattainable at any other season. During the hot weather, the 
difficulty of moving the troops to keep in awe the disaffected and refractory, 
who might refuse to attend the Tehsildars; during the rains, the necessary 
occupation of the landholders and cultivators in the progress of husbandry ; 
and, during both those seasons in common a number of other disadvantages 
oppose the settlement of the revenue, to which at this season no obstacle occurs. 
I therefore earnestly recommend, that the proclamations and instructions to 
Aumils and Ameens, in the terms which were suggested to your Excellency at 
our conference of Saturday last, be prepared and dispatched to all the districts 
with the least practicable delay, and that the several public officers in the 
districts be directed to publish the proclamations, and commence the pre- 
paratory measures for the triennial settlements of the revenue immediately on 
the receipt of those orders. If copies of your Excellency’s proclamations 
were also to be furnished to me, to be dispatched to the commanding-officers 
of stations for the purpose of more general information, I have no doubt of 
the advantage of this measure. 


The Aumils already in authority, whom your Excellency may be —— 
to continue under the new system in consequence of their good character an 


conduct, as also the new officers who may now be employed, should be 
_— : instructed, 
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jnstructed, after publishing your Excellency’s proclamations throughout all 
the villages of their districts, to assemble the different Seghadars, and prepare, 
in concert with them, an accurate statement of the collections, or juma-wasil 
baukee account, for the last three years if it be possible, or for as many years as 
may be readily procured, with a dow/ (scheme) of a moderate assessment for 
the present year, to be formed by comparative estimates of the probable produce 
of this with the actual collections of former years, and adjusted with the strictest 
impartiality. Those schemes, with their necessary accompaniments, to be for- 
warded to the Presence without delay, and to be carefully examined by your 
Excellency, or by some of your ablest officers of revenue and most confidential 
servants; and if the schemes be approved by your Excellency, and no com- 
plaints against them be received from the districts, tet them be sent. back .to 
ttre Aumils and Ameens, with instructions to take cubooleats (agreements) from 
the several landholders and Malgoozars for the amount of their respective assess- 
ments for aterm of three years, under their seals and the signature of the Seg- 
hadars, and send those agreements to the Presence: after which the putiahs 
(engagements) of the Government to the landholders for a term of three years 
should be forwarded from the Presence to the Aumils and Ameens, to be by them 
delivered to the landholders, whose receipts for their puttahs should be obtained, 
to shew that the Aumils have delivered them. 


- As the greatest part of your Excellency’s dominions is already divided into 
large districte of ten, twenty, and thirty lacs of rupees of revenue each, 
under the charge of considerable farmers or Ameens, some of whom must be 
worthy of your Excellency’s confidence and of employment under the new 
system, it seems advisable that, in such cases, the triennial settlement of 
ps districts on the new plan be committed to the present incumbents, in 
the character of collectors or Zillahdars, they nominating and instructing 
their subordinate Tehsildars or Ameens to collect the revenue papers and 
transmit schemes of the settlement, as above explained, in the first instance 
to the collectors or Zillahdars, who should submit them with their remarks 
to the Presence, whence, after final investigation and approval, the orders 
should be issued for concluding the settlement, by receiving the cabooleats 
or agreements of the landholders and delivering the puttahs in exchange. 


But all engagements with the landholders should be in the name and bear 
the seal of the Government, whatever degree of authority may be otherwise 
vested in the Zillahdars. 


When the settlements are finally adjusted, security for the largest instalment 
of the revenue of each district or Zillah should be required from the officer in 
charge: and this may be executed in either of two ways, namely, first, the 
collector or Zillahdar of a large division of territory may have the power of 
nominating his own subordinate Tebsildars, giving security in his own person 
for the largest instalment of the whole of the revenue of his district, and 
receiving for himself the established per-centage of the whole (which I recom. 
mend for the present to be ten per cent. of the clear revenue), out of which his 
subordinate ‘Tehsildars, and all their expenses, as well as his own,. are to be 
paid; or, secondly, each subordinate Tehsildar to receive the per-centage of 
his own particular district and furnish the security required, the Zillahdar or 
collector of each division having an adequate salary and establishment for the 
general superintendence, without any per-centage on the revenue of the whole : 
and this latter arrangement I consider to be preferable to the former, as well as 
more consistent with the terms of the Governor-General’s letter to your Excel- 
lency, which is the busis of the system proposed. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Baruutr, 
, Resident. 
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To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 11th December 1813.) ©. 


A considerable time has elapsed since your Excellency has been pleased to 
consult or communicate with me regarding the appointment or deputation of 
Ameens, and reports conveyed to me through various channels have ascribed to 
your Excellency a design, which is calculated to excite my apprehension of 
the failure of those salutary measures that were determined on by our mutual 
consent. I understand that your Excellency has recently nominated Ameens, 
with salaries of fifty rupees pei mensem, to divisions of the district of Pur- 
taubgurh, yielding a revenue each of a lac of rupees, and that those Ameens 
are about to depart, with instructions of the nature of which I am uninformed. 


Although I can scarcely believe that, after the recent most happy adjustment 
of every depending question between your Excellency and the Company’s 
Government, a measure of the nature described, or indeed any measure what- 
ever having reference to the reform of your administration, should be adopted 
without my knowledge and advice, yet a report of this nature having reached 
me, it is a duty of friendship, on my part, to submit to your Excellency without 
reserve the sentiments with which I have received it. 


It must be obvious to your Excellency’s judgment, that persons who are 
worthy of confidence, and capable of performing the duties which were meant to 
be committed to the Ameens, could never undertake to perform them for sala- 
ries so inadequate to the trust; and that the employment of such persons as 
those who are reported to me to have been entertained, unless they be placed 
under the superintendence and control of a person of rank and respectability 
with an adequate salary, in the character of collector or Zillahdar, can be pro- 
ductive of no benefit whatever, buton the contrary must bring your Excellency’s 
Government into disrepute, at the very commencement of the new system of 
administration, which your Excellency has been pleased to adopt in compliance 
with the counsels of our Government. 


I formerly suggested to your Excellency, and I now repeat my suggestion, 
that the officers tu be selected for the duty of investivating the state of the 
country with a view to the triennial settlement, should be persons of great 
respectability, and should have salaries at the least of two hundred rupees per 
mensem, and that, with this view, the districts or divisions to be committed to 
their charge might with propriety be extended to a territory yielding from two 
to three lacs of rupees; and further, that the general superinteudence and 
control of the conduct of every ten of those Amcens should be vested in an 
officer of high rank, and of the greatest respectability and integrity, with an 
adequate salary and establishment, in the character of collector or Zillahdar. 


Under such an arrangement as that described, there can be no doubt of your 
Excellency’s finding trust-worthy and respectable persons to undertake the 
dutics of Ameens, and to perform them with ability, integrity, and zeal, giving 
ample security for their good conduct and for the largest instalment of the 
revenue, in the ultimate situation of Tehsildars, which your Excellency will 
be disposed to entrust to them when the settlement of their districts shall Le 
concluded. 


Your Excellency cannot but be aware, that the concession which I gee 
made to you with regard to the revenue papers, and my promise of the.ratif 
cation of that concession by the Right Honourable the Governor-General. in 
Council, proceeded on the natural expectation, and indeed on the obvious 
condition, that every measure of your Excellency’s Goverament having 
reference to the new system of administration of the revenue should be 
executed with my concurrence and advice, and that, in fact, the support of 
those measures, in as far as the power of the British Government is concerned, 
must depend on my previous knowledge of their justice and expedience, since 
without this particular information my assistance can never be afforded, and 
the success or failure of your Excellency’s measures undertaken without my 
advice must depend on your Excellency alone. : : 3 


‘It therefore seems to me to be advisable, and‘I recommend to your Excel- 


lency’s most serious consideration, with a view not only to the support ahd 
success 


oy 
q 
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success of your measures, but also to the ease and tranquillity of your mind, 
that the measures which may now be in agitation, and all others having 
reference to the reform, be communicated without reserve to your Excellency’s 
we}l-wisher in the first instance, either personally or in writing, or through the 


Political 
Consultatiozs, 
7 Jan. 1814. 


médium of your Excellency’s confidential servant, who was recently orderedto . 


attend me for this purpose, and through whom my suggestions were conveyed. 


A true copy : 
(Signed) J. Barux1e, 
Resident. | 





From his Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 11th December 1813.) 


I have received your letter of this date, informing me that you had heard of 
the nomination of Ameens, and repeating your suggestion that the Ameens 
should have an allowance of two hundred or two hundred and fifty rupees per 
mensem, and that a Zillahdar of respectability and integrity, with a high 
salary, should be appointed over every ten of the Ameens. The truth of the 
matter is, that eight Ameens, with instructions drawn up in the terms which 
you formerly advised, had obtained their leave and were about to depart: but 
now that you have written to me so, I have recalled those Ameens, and shall 
reply to your letter hereafter. 


A true translation : 
(Signed) J. Baru. 
Kesident. 


_ Ordered, That a letter be prepared in the office of the Persian Secretary, 
addressed to the Nawaub Vizier, in conformity to the terms of the following draft, 
and be forwarded to the Resident at Lucknow, for the purpose of being pre- 
sented to his Excellency. 





To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 7th of January 1814.) 


Major Baillie has communicated to me his correspondence with your Excel- 
lency, relative to the payment and distribution of the pension which, at the 
repeated representation of the British Government, your Excellency was 
pleased to assign to Hoosein Alee Khan, and which was intended for the support 
of himself and of his own immediate family. ‘That family, as your Excellency 
knows, had been reduced to distress, not solely by the resumption of the pen- 
sion originally granted for the maintenance of the family of Hyder Beg Khan, 
but 7 : greater degree by the unjust and cruel conduct of his eldest son, Akbur 
Alee Khan. 


_ When the strong claim which the situation of Hoosein Alee Khan had upon 
your bounty was urged to your Excellency, the British Government could have 
no interest in the step, but that which it ever must take in all that involves 
your Excellency’s known justice and honour. 


I may’ say that the representation of the British Government to your Excel- 
lency was not spontaneous. It was invited by a reference which your Excellency 
had ‘made to the Governor-General on the subject : a reference which indicated 
that your Excellency contemplated the matter correspondently to our view of it. 
On this overture the British Government could not but earnestly encourage 
your Excellency’s disposition. : 


It felt how much the general opinion of your Excellency’s and of the Honour- 
able Company's subjects would necessarily be swayed by your precedure 
towards that family, and the British Government thence thought itself entitled to 
persevere strenuously in pressing the adoption of a measure so highly calculated 
to advance a reputation which we wish never to separate from our own. 


Your Excellency having referred to the late Governor-General’s letter of the 
td.of July, as.countenancing a pretension on the part of the family of Akbur 
Alee Khan to share in the pension, it is incumbent on me, in the name of' the 
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Government which I represent, to sesare your Excelleney, that the letter was 
nevet meant.to bear such a construction. Major Baillie, in. his letters of the: 
11th and 16th of December, has demonstrated that the terms of Lord Minto’s 
letter cannot, by any just interpretation, be applied to the wife and children of 
Akbur Alee Khan. ‘They were in comparative affluence, and did not need the 
interposition, if Lord Minto could have used any for the family of a man 
whom his Lordship reprobates so decisively as he does Akbur Alee Khan in 
that very letter. But it would, moreover, in our contemplation; have tainted 
all the grace and elevated humanity of your Excellency’s munificence to 
Hoosein Alee Khan, had you at the same moment extended a similar bene- 
ficence to the oppressor and persecutor of him and his offspring; therefore it 
never could have entered into the thoughts of Lord Minto and the Council, to 
solicit what would tarnish the lustre of an act advised by them wholly out of 
regard to your Excellency’s fame. 


I must indulge an earnest hope, that after this explanation your Excellency 
will deem it consonant to your exalted character, to contirm and issue the 
provision for the family of Hoosein Alee Khan in the manner requested by 
prep age without making any allotment out of it for the family of Akbur 

ee Khan. 


Your Excellency’s answer to a letter of my predecessor’s,d ated 2d July 
1813, expresses a distinct acquiescence, on the part of your Excellency, in 
the plan of reform recommended in the system of your Government, and con- 
veyed the assurance that it should be immediately undertaken. Major Baillie 
has since informed this Government that your Excellency appears to have 
abandoned that salutary intention, and that you have shewn a marked disin- 
clination to listen to any of his suggestions referring to that momentous concern, 


It is my anxious desire, and it is equally the solicitude of those with whom I 
have the satisfaction to be associated, that every testimony of attention, and 
every procedure which can uphold your dignity, should be manifested by the 
British Government. Your Excellency’s interests, however, and ours are so 
inseparably interwoven, that it would be criminal in us, did we not offer to 
you our best advice in any conjuncture which we may think pregnant with evil 
for you. It is on this ground that we have urged your Excellency to adopt 
arrangements of reform in your dominions (a right of interference secured to 
us by treaty), as the only mode of avoiding a convulsion not to be quelled 
but by applications of our force that would be discreditable for us, and which 
we consequently could not make for your support. 


The manner in which our troops have often been called upon to act, in order 
to dissipate commotions occasioned by the misrule and oppressive conduct of 
those entrusted with the details of your Excellency’s affairs, has extorted 
frequent remonstrance from this Government. We feel it dishonourable for 
the British arms to be employed in supporting injustice, and we must guard 
against such disgrace. 


A sense of mutual interest has forced the British Government to press this 
point strongly. There will not be wanting men around you, whose advantages 
would suffer from such a reform. It is natural that they should attempt to disin- 
cline your Excellency to the measure, and to the British Government for urg ig 
it. They would have no chance of succeeding, were it not that your pip sages Pu 
mind might imagine the effect of disregard of our counsels would be mer ly 
temporary coldness. Such a coldness could not exist, without soon degene- 
rating, first into estrangement, and then into jealousies and misconstructions 
of the most dangerous description. The ultimate result would be matter of 
the deepest grief to us: to your Excellency it would be ruin. That a contin- 
gency so dreadful may be precluded, let me entreat your Excellency to 
co-operate with me in manly confidence, to maintain the united interest of the 
two Governments firm and unshaken. 


— It shall be my study to forbear, as far as my duty will permit, any minor 
interventions which may be unpleasant to your Excellency, provided I find, 
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on the other hand, that your Excellency enters in earnest on those arrange Bengal Political © 
ments, and cordially maintains that conduct whence we may have the gratifica- os 
tion 60 estimate you as an efficient and zealous ally of the Honourable Cae 
Company.. ‘The object is so serious, that I assure myself your Excellency Letter from 
cannot misinterpret the frankness with which I have exposed our relative Governor-General. 
situations for your reflection: onthe contrary, the unreserved manner in which 

I = po ought to satisfy you, that no doubtful sentiment remains concealed, 

and your Excellency should thence feel your security in a perfect reliance on 


this Government. 


Major Baillie, who possesses my full confidence, is instructed by me to make 
this principle the guide of the communications which he has the honour of 
holding with your Excellency, and I ardently hope that your Excellency will 
prove your correspondence to my dispositions, by the liberal and sincere trust 
which you will repose in that gentleman. | 

(Signed) J. Apam, 
Secretary to Government. 


CEES 


Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing draft be transmitted to the Resident 
at Lucknow, together with the following letter. 





To Major J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. | Letter 
Sir: from Secretary to 
1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 17th ultimo, — %°vernment. 
enclosing a translation of your correspondence with the Vizier on the subject of 
the payment and distribution of the pension assigned to Hoosein Alee Khan. 


9. It is satisfactory to the Governor-General in Council to state his entire 
concurrence in the justice and propriety of the distribution of the pension pro- 
posed by you, which is in strict conformity to the object of the British Govern- 
ment in urging the grant, namely, the support of Hoosein Alee Khan, who has 
been. deprived of his just rights and of the means of comfortable subsistence, 
by the injustice of his elder brother, countenanced and encouraged by the 
Vizier, combined with the meaus of enabling him to relieve the indigent branches 
of the family of Hyder Beg Khan, reduced to absolute distress by the resump- 
tion of the pension originally asssigned for their support. 


3. The Vizier cannot, at any period of the negotiation, have misunderstood 
the views and intentions of the British Government, as is evident from the whole 
tenor of the correspondence and verbal discussions which have passed on the 
subject, and kis Excellency’s endeavours to divert from its proper objects a por- 
tion of the allowance, which he at last yielded to the urgent representations of 
the British Government in behalf of this unfortunate family, and the suspension 
of the payment of the pension for two months, with the view of applying a por- 
tion of it to the maintenance of the family of Akbur Alee Khan, are matters of 
equal surprise and concern to the Governor-General in Council. 


4, It has appeared to his Excellency the Governor-General in Council proper, 
on this occasion, to point out, in a direct address to his Excellency the Vizier, 
the erroneous interpretation which his Excellency has given to that passage of 
Lord Minto’s letter of the 2d of July which relates to the case of Hoosein Alee 
Khan, and to confirm and enforce the arguments employed bv you in your let- 
ters to his Excellency on this subject. The English draft of a letter which will 
be addressed by the Governor-General to the Vizier is accordingly enclosed, 
and you -will receive the Persian letter from the proper department as soon as 
it can be prepared.. From that draft bap will distinctly learn the opinion of the 
Governor-General in Council, not only on the subject of the above-mentioned 
pension, but on the more important points to which your letter alluded. The 
sentiments expressed by his Lordship to the Vizier afford so marked a line for 
your guidance in further negotiation, that it is unnecessary for me to add any 
detailed observations on your statement. 
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5. Iam directed to take this opportunity of acknowledging the receipt of 
your despatches of the 18th and 22d ultimo, on the subject of the Vizier's recent 
conduct relative to the important question of reform. His Lordship in Council 
trusts that the Governor-General’s letter, of which a copy is inclosed, aided by 
your representations in the spirit of its contents, will remove the effect of those 
unhappy counsels which have led the Vizier to depart from his solemn promise 


on that subject. 
I have, &ce 


Fort-William, (Signed) J: Avam, 
7th January 1814. Secretary to Government. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 21st January 1814. 
To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government. 
Sir: 
1. In continuation of the subject of my despatch under date the 22d ultimo, 

I transmit to you, for the notice of the Government, the inclosed copy and 
translation of a letter received from the Vizier, in answer to my friendly remon- 
strance on the nature of his Excellency’s proceedings, with the ostensible view 
of commencing a reform in the administration of his revenue. A copy, witha 
Persian translation of my reply to his Excellency’s letter, is also transmitted by 
this despatch, and appears to supersede the necessity of my offering any addi- 
tional remarks on the character of his Excellency’s proceedings, or of the argu- 
ments by which they are supported. With a reference to the observations which 
I have submitted to his Excellency respecting the conduct of his Aumil of 
Purtaubgurh, and the actual condition of that district, I subjoin to the docu- 
ments above noticed some extracts from letters from Colonei Frith, command- 
ing our troops in Purtaubgurh. 


2. By information which I have recently obtained, it is fully established in 
my mind, not only that the dismission of the Ameens, whom the Vizier pro- 
fesses to have recalled in consequence of my letter regarding them, had never 
actually taken place, but that the instructions and proclamations to which his 
Excellency has alluded in his letter had never been delivered to the Ameens, 
nor had the districts to which they were to proceed been specified to any one of 
them. Two of those persons have declared to two of my confidential servants, 
that the purport of the instructions which they saw in the hands of his Excel- 
lency’s Moonshees was totally different from that which I had suggested to his 
Excellency. 

I have, &c. 


Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Barxute, 
6th January 1814. Resident. 


From his Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 30th December 1813.) 


On the 17th of Zeehijj (11th December), in answer to your letter of that date, if 
was written that a detailed reply should be given thereafter. The truth is this :— 
In your letter above stated, you have written that “I had not made any commu- 
“ nication to you regarding the appointment or deputation of Ameens, and that 
** reports had reached you,”’ &c. oe will recollect that before this, on an occa- 
sion of our meeting, you asked what was done respecting the Ameens, and I 
answered that they had been selected and should be despatched ; and Raee Dia- 
Krishen also informed you, that proclamations and instructions, corresponding 
with the draft which had been settled between us, were prepared, and that 
Ameens were about to be despatched. With regard, again, to your suggestion 
respecting Zillahs and Zillahdars, the case is this :—That in the paper of sugges- 
tions which you sent to me, it is no where written that Zillahdars should first be 
appointed, and therefore 1 proposed to depute Ameens in the first place to Pur- 
taubgurh, where Koodrut Oolla Khan is already in the station of Zillahdar. 3 

In 
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In answer to your remark, that after the recent happy adjustment of ‘every 
depending question you could scarcely believe that any measure of this sort Consultations, 
should be adopted without your knowledge and advice, the case is this:—-that 7! J 36!4- 
although the present was not the time for deputing Ameens, I resolved to Letter 
appoint them, and gave them their dismission, with instructions and proclama- {rom the Visier. 
tions, merely at your request ; and as to informing you or asking you what 
Ameen should be deputed, or who should not be deputed, or any other matter of 
detail, I had long ago expressly refused to make any such communicatioas. The 
receipt of your letter, to which this is a reply, has been the cause of suspending 
the deputation of Ameens. Consider how much this has been a cause of slight 
— the people, what a bad appearance it has, and how much it has grieved ny 
mind. 


You have written that you formerly suggested that the districts committed to 
the charge of the Ameens should be extended to a territory yielding from two to 
three lacs of rupees. This suggestion I do not recollect, and it is not contained 
in the plan which you sent tome. I inquired for persons who had been em- 
ployed in the Company’s territories and were acquainted with the system that is 
prevalent there, and the object of limiting their districts to a lac of rupees was 
merely that of hastening and facilitating their preparation and transmission of the 
papers, while their allowance was established at the rate which you yourself 
originally proposed, namely, a hundred rupees for every lac. 


With a reference to your suggestion, that a person of high rank, respectability, 
and integrity, with an adequate salary, should be appointed to superintend the 
Ameens ;—as the settlement of the country and appointment of Zillahdars was 
dependent on the proceedings of the Ameens, and the investigation of the papers 
which they might furnish to exhibit the state of the districts, and the conduct of 
the present Zillahdars (after which in the case of established misconduct another 
Zillahdar might be appointed in the room of the officer who misbehaved), therefore 
the selection of new Zillahdars for the present was unnecessary. 


In answer to your remark, that ‘‘the concession regarding revenue papers 
“ proceeded on the natural expectation that every measure having reference to 
“ the system of reform should be executed witli your concurrence and advice,” 
&c, The case is this :—That in the manner which you stated and advised, the 
measures of reform were commenced, and instructions and proclamations in the 
terns which you had suggested were written, and given to the Ameens ; conse- 
quently, the only measure on which it was necessary to consult you was not 
adopted without your advice, and therefore your exoneration from responsibility, 
for any failure which might have occurred, could not be admitted. 


A true translation : 
(Signed) J. BaArLuie, 





Resident. 
To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 4th January 1814.) Letter 
ot from Resident at 
I have had the honour of receiving two letters from your Excellency, dated Lucknow. 


the 6th of Mohurrum (30th ultimo), in reply to my respectful addresses of the 
17th and 2¢d of Zeehijj (11th and 16th ultimo), on the important subject of 
reform, and on the question of the distribution of the pension assigned to Hoo- 
sein Alee Khan. Copies and translations of both your Excellency’s letters 
having been submitted to the notice of the Government, whose deliberate and 
impartial consideration the arguments contained in them will receive, I might, 
erhaps, with propriety have refrained from submitting any remarks to your 

xcellency on the tenor of either of those letters, until the judgment of the 
Government should be known; and, with a reference to one of the questions, 
namely, the distribution of the pension of Hoosein Alee Khan, I have deter- 
mined, from respect for your Excellency, to await in silence the result of the 
reference which I had previously made to the Right Honourable the Governor- 


General in Council. 


With regard, however, to the more important subject of reform, it appears to 


Proper to recall to your Excellency’s recollection a few of the ——— 
whic 
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which occurred before your Excellency’s seeming resolution to depute Ameens 
to Purtaubgurh, in a manner, and with instructions and commands that, in as far. 
as they were imparted to me, could not receive my approbation.—And, first, I 
submit to your Excellency, with particular reference to your statement of our 
conversation regarding Ameens, that the object of my inquiry on that occasion 
could: not ‘possibly have been limited to the single district.of Purtaubgurh, but 
must have comprized every Zillah and Purgunnah in the whole of your Excel- 
lency’s dominions, since your Excellency must perfectly recollect that a partial 
introduction of the new system of assessment and collection of the revenue was 
& measure against which | had uniformly remonstrated, with an pe plane pro- 
portioned to the interest which I feel in the successful progress of the reform 
and of your Excellency’s general administration. Indeed, my written and per- 
sonal suggestions to your Excellency, on every former as well as recent occasion, 
demonstrate that the universal introduction of the system, at the same instant 
of time, by proclamations to be issued by your Excellency and circulated 
throughout your dominions, through the medium of your Excellency’s Aumils 
and of the commanding officers of our troops, was considered by me to be indis- 
pensable to the successful progress of the reform. Nay, your Excellency on 
more than one occasion, and particularly that of our meeting at Baroun, had 
assured me that copies of the proclamation should be furnished for circulation by 
the commanding officers of our troops, under my immediate authority, as soon as 
they were prepared for distribution among the several Aumils and Ameens; and, 
consequently, I could never have calculated on the commencement of any mea- 
sures of reform, or on the deputation of a single Ameen by your Excellency, till 
I should be furnished with copies of the proclamation, as well as particularly 
apprized of the instructions which were meant to be given to the Ameens. Dia- 
Krishen was deputed by your Excellency, in the terms of your message to me, 
for the purpose of receiving detailed explanations regarding measures which I 
had previously recommended to your Excellency, and which you had generally 
promised to adopt. He informed me, it is true, that proclamations and instruc- 
tions were preparing, and that he had been ordered to select Ameens, with the 
view of commencing the reform in every district of your Excellency’s territory ; 
of the propriety and necessity of which, and of all the measures that I proposed 
to him, he appeared to be perfectly satisfied, and promised to satisfy your 
Excellency’s mind; but his conversation could never have led me to suppose 
that the measure, which your Excellency would now seem to have meditated 
with regard to the district of Purtaubgurh, was at that time in your Excellency’s 
contemplation, nor that any measures of reform could have been executed or 
commenced by your Excellency without my previous concurrence and advice.— 
Secondly, I submit to your Excellency, with a reference to your remark respect- 
ing Zillahs and Zillahdars, that the division and. subdivision of your dominions 
into Zillabs and smaller districts, with a view to the more efficient administration 
of the revenues, was the first measure recommended by me to your Excellency, 
during our discussions of two years ago; and, consequently, that no written nor 
verbal proposal of mine, having a reference to the new system of assessment, 
could ever be considered as unconnected with the necessary appointment of 
Zillahdars. Nay, your Excellency would seem to have been aware of the truth 
of this observation, and to have anticipated it in a manner the most singular, by 
the remark (inconsistent with the preceding one) of Koodrut Oolla Khan, the 
Aumil of Purtaubgurh, being employed as a Zillahdar in that district. Yet when 
I beg your Excellency to recollect the purport of our repeated conversations on 
the character and conduct of this Aumil, the letters of a British officer so 
respectable and intelligent as Colonel Frith, demonstrative of Koodrut Oolla 
Khan’s extraordinary misconduct and oppression, and your Excellency’s avowed 
determination, in concert with me, to remove him, it must be unnecessary to 
express my surprize at the mention of such an officer as this in the important 
character of a Zillahdar, to superintend and control the Ameens to be deputed 
to the scene of his oppression. 


That your Excellency, afteravowing this fact, should have been pleased to: 
consider and describe the intended deputation of Ameens to the’ district -of. 
Purtaubgurh as a measure adopted with my. advice, is a circumstance still 


more surprising ; and the ultimate suspension of that measure, if eee 
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your Excellency observes you had determined to carry it into effect, and Bengal Polisioal 
were prevented by the receipt of my letter, instead of causing grief to your © as, 
Excellency’s mind, should form, in my opinion, a source of consolation ; since a ned ete: 
the measure itself must inevitably have brought your Excellency’s Govern- _ Letter 
ment .into disrepute, and must have strengthened the hand of oppression, from Resident at 
in the person of Koodrut Oolla Khan, over the unhappy population of Lucknow. 


’ Purtaubgurh, who have long been the victims of his extortion. 


With a reference to your Excellency’s remarks, that I had never recom- 
mended the extension of the districts to be committed to Ameens to a territory 
yielding two or three lacs of rupees, and that the salary fixed for those 
Ameens was at the rate which I had previously suggested, I admit that the 
expression in my letters respecting the division and subdivision of the 
country contains the minimum and maximum of the districts at one lac and 
three lacs of rupees ; but the medium of these two extremes, I submit, might 
have naturally occurred to your Excellency as the point to which I referred: . 
and, at all events, the superintendence and control of an able and respectable 
officer in the charge of a grand division or Zillah, would have provided against 
any defects in the detail of subordinate arrangements. 


With regard to all the remaining points of your Excellency’s letter, and to 
the general subject of this address, I submit, as a concluding and conclusive 
remark, to which in the genuine spirit of friendship and conciliation I entreat 
your most serious attention, that the result of our protracted discussions on 
the important question of reform, and the express and explicit tenor of your 
Excellency’s letter to Lord Minto, have fixed on your Excellency a solemn and 
unequivocal obligation to operate an universal, and by no means a partial change, 
in the assessment and collection of your revenues: that is to say, and to 
use your Excellency’s words, have established a promise to regulate “the 
“ future assessment of vonr dominions by the real assets of the country, and 
“to fix that assessment for a term of years to be afterwards increased in 
‘© proportion to the augmentation of resources in the districts, and further to 
‘‘ fix the amount of revenue to be exacted from the landholders, by written 
‘¢ engagements under the guarantee of the Government, so that no more may 
‘be demanded from the landholders than what is specified in their written 
“engagements,” &c. This change in the administration of the revenues, 
which your Excellency has admitted to be indispensable, and which our 
government is entitled to demand, may be ostensibly attempted by your 
Excellency in either of two ways: the one strictly conformable to the spirit 
of existing treaties, and with the happy disposition which your Excellency 
evinced, at the date of your letter to the Governor-General, in uniform 
coucert and concurrence with your Excellency’s cordial well-wisher, the 
British Resident at your Court, whose constant and zealous support must in 
this case ensure the success of the whole of your Excellency’s measures, the 
security and ultimate increase of the revenue and resources of your country, 
and the ease and happiness of your mind. The other it is unnecessary to 
describe, as being that which is unhappily evinced by your Excellency’s 
recent proceedings: but its consequences, however obvious in themselves, 
I shall, from motives of friendship, detail to you; the failure of your Excel- 
lency’s measures, if such as have been recently meditated, from their own 
radical defects, as well as from the want of that support which our Government 
must ever withhold from such measures as its judgment disapproves; the 
probable loss and the decrease of your Excellency’s revenue and resources ; 
and the ultimate regret, as well as constant anxiety of your mind, from the 
conviction of your resistance to councils so pure and disinterested as those of 
the Honourable Company’s Government. From this simple statement of facts, 
the reality or imaginary nature of the responsibility, to which your Excellency 
has alluded at the close of your letter to my address, must be apparent to your 
Excellency's mind. 


A true copy: 


(Signed) J. Baru, 
Resident. 


7K To 
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Polldenl To Mejor J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Consultations, Sir: : 
gare Though unwilling to trouble you with private letters, I think it is proper on 


Letter frem _ the present occasion, to give you some information regarding the state of this 
Lieutenant-Colonel country, the management of which, I am very sorry to say, is no way improved 
Frith. since the time of Asuf-ood-Dowla. Indeed the inhabitants are rather more 
oppressed now; for formerly the Aumils were infinitely more liberal than 
they are at present, and as ogee allowed deductions, which is never done 

at present, nor are they under any kind of fear or restraint. 


I enclose the report made by the people I sent into the Gurh Amet,hy district 
with the letters for Sheo Golam Sing and Seetulla Bux, from which you 
will perceive that many villages have been deserted, that forts are under repair, 
in short, that all the vices of the old system continue in full vigour, and that 
the Nawaub’s Officers and Government are in the highest degree unpopular. 
But how can it be otherwisein a country where there are no fixed laws, no police, 
nor no court of civil or criminal justice, to which the injured can appeal for 
relief? In fact, the whole of the inhabitants of this country are in the highest 
degree discontented with the Nawaub, with all his public officers, and with 
his system of government. They see in all the neighbouring countries under 
the Company’s Government the property of every individual protected, and 
that from the highest to the lowest every man enjoys in peace and security the 
fruits of his industry ; but they cannot conceive or comprehend why the 
English forcibly maintain a Government which acts upon principles diametri- 
cally opposite to our own system. The Nawaub’s Government would not 
last a month, no not a week, if we were to withdraw our support: all the 
crimes of oppression and injustice commited under his Government, there- 
fore, rest at our door. When I was first stationed in this part of the 
country, in the year 1800, I recollect the Zemindars boasting that See- 
tul Persaud was the first Aumil who escaped justice for many years and 
returned alive to Lucknow ; and that he would not have got off but for the 
protection of our troops. Thus are we placed, to countenance and support 
the perpetration of crimes on one hand, and to prevent their punishment on 





the other. 
I hope this system will not last much longer. 
Iam, &c. 
Purtaubgurh, (Signed) R. Fairs. 
19th October 1813. 
Letter from To Major J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
ieutenant-Colonel Sir: 


Frith. At the request of Hurdial Sing, the vakeel of Dewan Zubber Sing, I have the 


honour to enclose for your information his arzee, detailing the particulars of a 
very unfortunate affray which took place two days ago at Zubber Sing’s residence, 
about four coss from hence. 


Gumbeer Sing, who is mentioned in the arzee, is a substantial Zemindar in 
the neighbourhood, and is security for the payment of Zubber Sing’s revenue. 


Hurdial Sing was formerly a Subadar in the Company’s service, and is a 
respectable well-behaved man. He was with Koodrut Oolla Khan, on the part 
of Zubber Sing, at the time the affray happened. 


_ Inacountry where there is no fixed system of Government, no courts of 
justice, civil or criminal, to which the injured can resort for relief, where there 
is no police to take cognizance of crimes, and where the most despotic authority 
is confided to persons of low rank, without education, moral instruction, talents, 
or any qualities to fit them for thcir situation, it is rather surprising that suc 

affairs do not more frequently occur, than that they occur only occasionally. The 
fact is, that the respect and awe which the inhabitants have for the Company's 
troops is a considerable check on the commission of crimes, and the only one in 


this country. The declining state of all the districts round is such as might be 
expected 
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under such circumstances ; the hopes of the people are fixed on the 
British Government relieving them ere long from their present misery. 


{ have, &c. 


Purtaubgurh, (Signed) R. Frit, 
95th November 1813. Lieutenant-Colonel. 





To Major J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 
1. Iam directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 6th 
instant with the translation of your further correspondence with his Excellency 
the Vizier on the subject of the reform. 


Q.°The recent despatch of the instructions of Government of the 7th instant, 
accompanied by the draft of a letter addressed by the Governor-General to his 
Excellency, in which he is called on to fulfil his promise to the British Govern- 
ment relative to the reform, renders unnecessary at the present moment any fur- 
ther instructions on that subject. His Lordship in Council trusts that the early 
receipt of the letter from the Persian Department will enable you to renew the 
negotiation with advantage and ultimate success. 


I have, &c. 


Fort-William, (Signed) J. ADAM, 
2lst January 1814. Secretary to Government. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 4th February 1814. 


To J. Adaiui, Esq. Secretary to Government. 
Sir: 

1. In continuation of the subject of my despatch of the 17th instant to your 
address, J have now the honour of transmitting to you, for the notice of the 
Government, a copy and translation of a letter received from his Excellency 
the Vizier, in reply to my letter to his Excellency under date the 16th instant, 
on the question of the distribution of the pension assigned to Hoosein Alee 
Khan. 


2. The purport of his Excellency’s letter seems to me to be totally destitute 
of any solid argument on the question of the pretended right of the family of 
Akbur Alee Khan to a share of the provision assigned to the needy dependants 
of his father; and the style of his Excellency’s Jetter is, in my judgment, both 
offensive and indecorous, more particularly in its commencement, where his 
Excellency has Leen pleased to ascribe to me a disposition to contend with him 
idly, on a question on which it must be obvious to the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General in Council that my respectful suggestions to the Vizier have 
been wilfully and unnecessarily opposed, and my appeal to his justice and libera- 
lity has been treated with marked disregard. It 1s, however, my intention to 
refrain from making any reply to the letter, and to await the result of my refer- 
ence for the final instructions of the Government regarding the distribution of 
the pension. 


3. I solicit his Lordship in Council’s particular attention to the concluding 
paragraph of his Excellency the Vizier's letter, in which his sag vp A has 
declared hig resolution to render nugatory the provision for Hoosein Alee Khan, 
by demanding repayment of the sums which were formerly granted, at my 
yequest, to protect this unfortunate person from absolute beggary or want 

mong the sums which are referred to by his Excellency, I have every reason 
to believe that a loan to Hoosein Alee Khan by the Jate Almass Alee Khan of 
the sum of forty-eight thousand rupees, which was afterwards declared to be a 
gift, is intended to form a primury demand ; and if this demand be admitted, 
the amount of it, principal and interest, with the sums advanced by his Excel- 
lency, must engross the whole of the pension for a period of several years, = 

e 
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the utter ruin of Hoosein Alee Khan, who must thus be precluded from profit- 
ing by the humane and generous exertions of the British Government in his 
behalf. I therefore submit for consideration, that the proof of the intended cancel- 
ment of Hoosein Alee Khan’s bond by Almass, which the former is prepared to 
adduce, if the bond be still in existence, with such other arguments as the nature 
of the case may suggest, be pleaded to his Excellency the Vizier, in bar of his 
eventual claim against Hoosein Alee Khan for the money which was lent to him 
by Almass; and further, in the case of his Excellency’s persisting in this most 
illiberal demand, that the gradual liquidation of the amount be arranged in such 
a manner with the Vizier, under the authority of his Lordship in Council, as to 
preclude the utter ruin of the debtor, by securing a provision for him in the 
mean time. A retrospective operation of the compromise which was recently 
effected with the Vizier might with perfect justice be demanded, for the purpose 
of extinguishing those claims which his Excellency has thought proper to prefer 
on this occasion, with a view to the ruin of Hoosein Alee Khan, for no other rea- 
son, in my opinion, than the countenance afforded to this person by the Honoura- 
ble Company’s Government. : 


4. It is a matter of the most serious public concern, that the unhappy dispo- 
sition of a prince with whom the British Government is so closely allied as with 
his Excellency the Vizier, and who is obviously indebted to that Government 
for a condition of opulence, splendour, and security, unknown by any sovereign 
of Hindoostan since the decline of the Mohummudan empire, should thus prove 
the unavoidable source of endless and vexatious disputes on a variety of ques- 
tions, both trivial and important in their nature, in which the British Govern- 
ment can have no other interest than a regard for his Excellency’s honour and 
reputation, for the true interests of his Government, the happiness of his own 
mind, and the essential purposes of justice with a reference to the points in dis- 
cussion. 


5. With this letter from his Excellency the Vizier on the subject of Hoosein 
Alee Khan’s pension, I received another letter of the same date from his Excel- 
lency, on the more important subject of reform. The latter, I ain sorry to add, 
is like the former, a tissue of erroneous statements without any solid argument 
whatever. But I am occupied in translating and replying to this letter, and I 
shall have the honour of addressing you again on the subject of it in the course 
of a very few days. 

Ihave, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. BarLuie, 
Sist December 1813. Resident. 





From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 30th of December 1813.) 


I have received your letter, dated the 22d of Zeehijj (16th December), in 
reply to mine of the 2lst of that month, regarding the distribution of 
the provision of 2,000 rupees per mensem, assigned to the family of the late 
Hyder Beg Khan. It is idle for you to dispute on this subject. I wish to 
avoid dispute on any point if it be possible, and it is better that you excuse 
me on this occasion. 


With regard to the monthly allowance, what you said was agreed to, and 
my conception of the sense of Lord Minto’s letter was explained to you. You 
may give it any construction that you think proper; and with regard to your 
arguments to prove the want of title in the wife and children of Akbur Alee 
Khan, the eldest son of Hyder Beg Khan, to a share of this provision, it 18 
obvious that the wife and children of Akbur Alee Khan must be included 
among the dependants of Hyder Beg, and that the right of all his dependants 
is established by the passage in Lord Minto’s letter that has been quoted. 
I have no concern nor interference in the matter. : 


You have written that the wife and children of Akbur Alee Khan are not 
in a condition of distress, as was proved by your former letter. In reply to 
that former letter, I told you that f knew nothing of the matter. ; 

, a n 


* 


OUDE PAPERS. 589 


In answer to your observation, that if “a part of this pension were assigned 
- 6 to the wife and children of Akbur Alee Khan, for whose maintenance he is 
‘ bound to provide, it would follow that his personal crime must prove the 
¢¢ gource of a provision for his family, or in other words for himself ;” the 
truth of the matter is this: that I did not propose to associate Akbur Alee 
Khan in the pension, but merely his wife and children, who are not excluded 
from the list of Hyder Beg Khan’s dependants, and are certainly innocent and 
blameless, as you yourself have acknowledged, and they were, in fact, proposed 
to be associated in the distribution of the pension by me, with no other motive 
whatever than a regard for the Governor-General’s suggestion. 


With a reference to your remark, that the wife and children of « Akbur 
‘© Alee Khan can have no possible right, in the opinion of the Governor-Gene- 
‘‘ ral to a share of this particular allowance,” as the allowance in question 
was granted in compliance with your request, if those persons be not entitled 
to a share of it, in the opinion of your Government, you may do whatever you 
think proper. 


I have already sent you four thousand rupees, the amount of the pension 
for two months, without taking any notice of the money which is due by 
Hoosein Alee Khan to the Sirkar, regarding which J shall say nothing for the 
present, but hereafter the proper steps shall be taken for the recovery of this 
amount from the Khan. 


A true translation: 


(Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
Resident. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 11th February 1814. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government. 
Sir : 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches, dated 
the 31st ultimo and 7th instant, in answer to my several letters and reports of 
the 23d November, 2d, 13th, and 22d ultimo, having reference to the property 
and will of the late Tuhseen Alee Khan, to the distribution of the pension 
assigned by the Vizier to Hoosein Alee Khan, and to his Excellency’s recent 
proceedings regarding the reform of his administration. The English copies 
of letters intended to be addressed to the Vizier by his Excellency the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General on the subjects above noticed, have also 
been received, and are satisfactory in the highest degree. 


2, The general principle which his Lordship in Council has been pleased to 
lay down for my guidance in future negotiations with the Vizier shall be 
adhered to with the strictest attention, and the particular instructions of the 
Government on the immediate subjects of your despatches, shall be carried 
into effect with success, if the utmost exertion of my zeal and ability can induce 
- on my receipt of the Persian letters to the address of his Excellency the 

izier. 


3. The concession of the original purposes of the Government regarding 
the property.and will of Tuhseen Alee Khan, and the unconditional surrender 
of that property to his Excellency the Vizier, cannot fail to afford the highest 
gratification to his Excellency’s mind, and will, I trust, have the salutary effect 
of producing his cheerful acquiescence in the object of the appeal to his gene- 
rosity in behalf of the relations of the deceased, as well as of inducing his 
Excellency to listen to the more powerful arguments which are contained in 
the Governor-General’s letter regarding the momentous question of reform, 
and the distribution of the pension of Hoosein Alee Khan. 


4. It shall be my particular study to aid and maintain the impressions which 
8 Lordship’s letters to the Vizier are so well calculated to produce, and to 
71 refrain 
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Benge! Potltiet refrain from orgitig his Excellency on questions of inferior moment, or of a 
ott, nature to irritate his mind. There are, indeed, comparatively but a few points 
11 Feb. 1614. ee ‘ 
a of inferior moment depending between his Excellency and me, and the nature 
Letter of them is generally such, that the accomplishment of our just views with 
from Resident at regard to them would be comprehended under that of a reform in the system 
Lucknow. ° 6 -4! . . 

of his Excellency’s administration, because the vices of the present system 
alone have given rise to those injuries and complaints of individuals entitled 
to our protection, as the subjects and servants of the Government, which have 

induced tny intercession in their behalf. : 


5. Some questions, however, have arisen, and are likely hereafter to arise, 
in which the difference of sentiment between the British Government and the 
Vizier is ascribable rather to his Excellency’s unhappy disposition, than to 
vices in the system of his administration. His unnatural conduct, for example, 
to his mother and sister-in-law, and his repeated encroachments on their rights ; 
his jealousy and vindictive resentment, manifested to all such of his subjects 
and dependants as have merited and obtained our intercession in former times 
in their behalf; his general disinclination, founded on a perverseness not 
unfrequently observed, but particularly striking in the Vizier’s character, 
towards the power which raised him from obscurity, to which the weight of his 
obligation is irksome, and on which his state of dependence is mortifying ; 
all these are sources of disagreement between his Excellency and the Resident 
at his Court, which it seems impossible or very difficult to avoid, without a 
compromise, on the part of the latter, of some just and essential principle of 
the alliance between the two States; and with a reference to questions of this 
nature, the effect of repeated concession on such a mind as his Excellency the 
Vizier’s would appear to deserve consideration. 


6. I shall take an early opportunity of submitting to the notice of the 
Government a statement of all the subordinate questions which are now in 
discussion, or are likely to arise with the Vizier, and I shall observe the 
greatest possible caution in agitating any of those questions till I be honoured 
_ a special communication of the sentiments of Government regarding 
them. 


7. On one particular point connected with the orders of the Government for 
the surrender of the property of Tuhseen Alee Khan, I am desirous of obtain- 
ing instructions before I make over the estate to the Vizier. A sum of mone 
exceeding 5,000 rupees has,been already expended by the widow of Chutra Mull 
Seth, for the subsistence of cattle, the wages of servants, and other indispensable 
charges, with a view to the preservation of the property ; and in the case of the 
Vizier’s refusal to grant a suitable provision to the widow and grandchildren of 
Chutra Mull, it seems just and reasonable that his Excellency should bear all the 
charges of the estate from the day of the death of Tuhseen Alee Khan, or at 
all events that the residuary legatees should be relieved from the burthen of 


those charges. 





I have, &c. 
Lucknow Residency, — (Signed) J. Batu, 
28th January 1814. Resident. 

Benga! Political EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

Consultations, 

4 Mar. 1814. The 4th March 1814. 

Letter To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government. 
from Resident at Sir: . 
muchnen: 1. The enclosed are a copy and translation of his Excellency the Vizier’s 


reply to my letter of the 4th instant on the important subject of reform; a 
copy of which was transmitted to you in my despatch of the 6th instant. 


2. The tenor of the letter now transmitted does not appear to my judgment 
to require many remarks, 
From 
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From its general scope it is obvious that the real intention of the Vizier, in 
deputing Ameens to Purtaubgurh, was a partial commencement of measures 
erroneously ascribed to my advice, with a view to the failure of those measures, 
to be afterwards used as a pretext for defeating the views of our Government 
in the reform of his Excellency’s administration, on the ground that they were 
not to be accomplished, or that their accomplishment was incompatible with 
the exercise of his Excellency’s independent authority. 


8. The observation in his Excellency’s letter regarding the difficulty of 
selecting Ameens to be deputed to all the districts of his dominions, ian his 
description of the universal introduction of the system of reform at one time 
as **a burden not to be borne,” are sufficiently demonstrative of the design 
which I have thus been compelled to ascribe to him; for his Excellency must 
be perfectly aware, that the introduction of the system proposed into the whole 
of the ceded territory was accomplished with perfect ease immediately on 
its cession to the iy and was attended with the most salutary effects; 
and his Excellency is further aware, that at the time of his selection of eight 

ersons as Ameens to be employed in the district of Purtaubgurh, there were 
Randreda of more respectable persons in attendance at this place desirous of 
employment, if it could be had, on terms that were compatible with their 


condition. 


4. The Vizier has thought proper to disavow his having promised to furnish 
me with copies of the proclamation to be issued to his subjects, for the purpose 
of circulation by me through the only satisfactory medium of the commanding 
officers of our troops; and he has been further pleased to assign as a reason 
for not imparting to me the terms of his proclamations and instructions, that 
they were the same with those of the drafts originally prepared with my 
concurrence, The Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council will 
not suspect me of referring to a promise by his Excellency the Vizier which 
his Excellency had nevei conveyed to me; but the words of his repeated 
assurance on the point being still in my perfect recollection, are submitted on 
the present occasion, that his Lordship in Council may judge of the candour with 
which his Excellency has interpreted them. When I first recommended to his 
Excellency the circulation of his proclamations through our officers, he answer- 
ed in these words, ‘“* Very well, what you advise shall be done :” and on every 
subsequent occasion his reply was to a similar effect, or that ‘* the papers were 
‘‘ in hand and should be sent to me.” 


5. His Excellency has, in one or two passages of this and his former letter, 
objected to the season of the year at which the commencement of the reform 
was proposed to him, forgetting, or seeming to forget, that the date of my 
written suggestions on the subject was the 10th of November last, and that I 
had urged the deputation of Ameens during the whole of the month preceding ; 
that particular season of the year, in the opinion of every person conversant in 
revenue affairs, which is most favourable to the execution of the measures that 
his Excellency was advised to adopt; though in reality there be nothing in the 
character or tendency of those measures which could render them improper or 
inapplicable at any season of the year, if undertaken with a desire of their 
SUCCESS. 


6. His Excellency has been pleased in this letter to bring a charge of incon- 
sistency against me, by comparing my recommendation of the employment of 
some of the best and most efficient of his present officers of revenue, under the 
new system, and in a new and more eflicient character, with my remonstrance 
against the continuance of Koodrut Oolla Khan in Purtaubghur, the scene of 
this person’s established and acknowledged oppression. His Excellency has fur- 
ther attempted to obviate the manifest inconsistency of his own measures in 
Purtaubghur with my respectful advice on the subject of them, by declaring, 
rather jate in the discussion, his original intention to have removed Koodrut 
Oolla Khan from that district, and to have appointed a new collector in his 
Toom, when the Ameens should have commenced their proceedings. That 
nothing could be more consistent with my recommendation above quoted than 
the immediate and indispensable removal of so rapacious and ——, an 
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officer as the present Aumil of Purtaubghur is surely sufficiently appaient ; and 
the true object of Koodrut Oolla Khan’s continuance in‘ that:district, as stated 
to me on authority which I have every’ reason to believe, : was ao other than his 
impeding and opposing the progress of the measures of reform, and preventing 
by clandestine practices, under secret instructions from his Excellency, the 
admission of the Ameens into his district, or the attendance of the landholders 
on those Ameens. ' 


7. The succeeding paragraphs of the Vizier’s Letter are deserving of notice, 
as they develop that unhappy frame of mind in the Vizier which has ever led 
his Excellency to reject or to evade the counsels of our Government when they 
oppose his personal views, on the pretext of their impairing his authority; which 
he conceives that we are bound to support, without reference to thejustice or 
expediency of his measures, or to be persuaded of the propriety of his measures 
by his own assertions alone. Ihave frequently had occasion to comment on 
the Vizier’s misconstruction of that essential principle of the alliance subsist- 
ing between the two States, which prescribes his universal consultation with 
the officers of the British Government in the ordinary exercise of his autho- 
rity, and his regulating his proceedings by their advice; and the exposition of 
this principle by Lord Wellesley in his negotiation with the Vizier at Lucknow, 
to which I have often solicited in vain the dispassionate attention of the Vizier, 
seems to afford the most satisfactory reply to his Excellency’s observations on 
this occasion. 


8. At a conference on the 15th instant with the Vizier, when I submitted to 
him the reports which had reached me subsequently to the transmission of my 
letter of the 11th of December last, as referred to in my despatch of the 6th 
instant, namely, that his Excellency’s instructions and proclamations had never 
been given to the Ameens, and that the papers intended to be given to them were 
different from what l had suggested, his Excellency inadvertently admitted that they 
did differ in one most important respect, that of conveying a positive order for 
a general measurement of the lands, which he knew to be utterly impracticable 
in the time prescribed for its execution, as well as most injurious, if it were practi- 
cable: so that, by this inadvertent admission on the part of his Excellency at our 
conference, it became obvious that the real design of deputing Ameens to 
Purtaubgurh, was no other than an expedient to frustrate the objects of reform, 
and ascribe their failure to our Government: and his Excellency, aware of this 
inference, has endeavoured, towards the close of his letter, to remove it, by 
observing that he would have waved the order for actual measurement of the 
lands, if I had objected to it in my letter of the 11th, that is, before I could 
possibly have known that such was his Excellency’s intention ; since he had 
carefully avoided to furnish me with copies of his instructions to the Ameens, 
and my uniform remonstrance against measurement in the early stages of this 
discussion, more particularly in the memorial which I submitted to him on the 
29th of August 1812, precluded my suspicion of such an order being contained 
in those instructions. 


9. The Vizier’s concluding remark regarding the pension assigned to Hoosein 
Alee Khan will not escape the observation of the Right Honourable the Gover- 
nor-General in Council. At my conference with his Excellency above noticed, 
I laboured, by every respectful and conciliatory argument that I could use, to 
convince his Excellency’s judgment of the extraordinary nature of his miscon- 
ception of the meaning of Lord Minto’s expressions on the subject of this pro- 
vision. The result of my exertions is apparent, and I am sorry to have occasion 
to add, that my instances on a number of other subordinate questions, equally 
just in their nature, have been treated with similar disregard. 


10. The Vizier has been manifestly led to believe, by the vague and unfoun- 
ded reports of designing persons around him, that the sentiments of the present 
Government are favourable to his views of absolute independence, uncontrol- 
lable by the Resident’s advice; and till this misconception be removed, I have 
no expectation of a change in those unhappy and pernicious counsels which 
have guided his recent proceedings. 


I have, &c. | 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. BarLue, 


- 99d Januuary 1814. Resident. ? 
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From His Excellency the Vizier. ( Received the 20th of J anuary 1814.) 


I have received your letter, dated the 13th Mohurrum (written the 4th of 
January), in answer to my two letters dated the 6th of Mohurrum (30th ultimo), 
regarding the distribution of the pension assigned to the family of Hyder Beg 
Khan, and the deputation of Ameens. | 


You state that “ copies and translations of both my letters have been submit- 
‘* ted to the notice of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, 
‘* whose deliberate and impartial consideration the arguments contained in 
‘¢ them will receive,” &c. As the due arrangement and prosperity of all the 
concerns of this Government depend on his Lordship’s kindness and cordial 
friendship and support, I have full hope and confidence that his Lordship will 
peruse what I have written with the greatest attention and care, and will determine 
the question in such a manner as to promote the immediate and future advantage 
of this State, the maintenance and duration of my authority and power, and 
the reputation of the Honourable Company’s Government; and you, also, 
in your representations to his Lordship on the subject, will have aided and assisted 
the observance of the relations of friendship and amity subsisting between the 
two States. You submit, with particular reference to our conversation regard- 
ing Ameens, that “ the object of your inquiry on that occasion could never have 
‘been limited to the single district of Purtaubgurh but must have comprized 
‘““ every district in my dominions.” The truth 1s this: that the nomination of 
Ameens to Purtaubgurh in the first instance, or as a beginning, is no proof 
whatever of my design to limit the deputation of Ameens to that district alone ; 
for the appointment of persons properly qualified to all the districts at once, was 
a measure by no means free from difficulty, or rather was impossible: and as 
the observance of the rulc to take the most important things first was intended, 
and no district required attention sooner than Purtaubgurh, where the disaffec- 
tion and rebellion of the landholders, in consequence of the non-employment 
of British troops to suppress them, are obvious, and where it was originally 
stated that Ameens should on this account be sent ; therefore, notwithstanding 
that the present was not the proper time, in compliance with your repeated 
desire, Ameens were deputed to that district ; and it was also desirable that time 
should be had for perusing the papers, and other matters relating to the settle- 
ment, with care. If all these considerations induced the precedence of Purtaub- 
gurh to other districts in the deputation of Ameens for its settlement, this 
measure could not be deemed irregular. Further, in your written suggestions 
which were sent to me on the 10th of November last, you advised that, ‘ in 
‘© cases where the continuance of former Aumils under the new system might be 
‘< intended, the settlement of their districts on the new plan should be entrusted 
“ to those Aurnils, in the character of collectors or Zillahdars.” Now as I had all 
along intended to displace Koodrut Oolla Khan, Aumil of Purtaubgurh, I de- 
putcd Ameens to that district in the first instance. Had I wished to continue 
this Aumil, I should have sent the proclamations and instructions directly 


to hun, as your suggestion authorized, instead of committing them to the 
Aineens. 


With regard to your remark, that “ the universal introduction of the new 

** system at the same instant of time, by proclamations to be issued and circu- 
** lated throughout my dominions, through the medium of my Aumils and the 
‘“* commanding officer of the British troops, is indispensable.’”? ‘The case is 
this: that the universal introduction of the system at one time is a burden 
not to be borne, and can produce no other good but disorder and confusion, 
which are always attendant on haste; more particularly at a time like the pre- 
sent, which is not the proper time for those measures, and at which the depu- 
tation of Ameens was occasioned by no other cause than your urgent remon- 
strances on the subject, which admitted of no delay. The circulation of the 
proclamations through the commanding officers of your.troops was never pro- 
mised by me; and with regard to your remark, that ‘ you could never have 
‘“* contemplated the commencement of any measure of reform, or the depu- 
“ tation of a single Ameen, till you should be furnished with copies of the 
“ proclamation,” &c. The case is this: that the drafts of the proclamations 
and instructions were originally prepared with your advice, and copies of them 
‘ 7 were 
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were kept by you at-that' time, consetfuently’ there’ could: be’ no' necessity for 
sending them to you again. 

You submit; with reference to Zillahs and Zillahdars; that ** the division and 
*¢ subdivision of my dominions into Zillahs atrd: smaller’ districts was the: 
‘¢ first measure recommended during our discussions of two yeats ago,. and 
* consequently that no proposal of yours could be unconnected with the 
‘* appointment of Zillahdars;”’ yet, in your written suggestions of the 10th of 
November, it is stated, that ** such of the present Auimils and Tehsildars as are 
‘** worthy of confidence should continue in the charge of their Zillahs, under 
‘¢ the new system, as collectors, nominating their subordinate Tehsildars to col- 
‘‘ lect the revenue papers, and transmit schemes of the settlement, as above 
‘¢ explained, to the Zillahdars, who should submit them with their remarks to 
‘“¢ the Presence,” &c. Consider this sentence with the preceding one quoted 
from your letter, and you will see that they are inconsistent with each other ; 
for you recommended the continuance of such of the present Aumils as were 
worthy of confidence, not the appointment of new Zillahdars, and therefore as 
there are several Aumils who have given satisfaction to the landholders afd 
peasantry, and kept their districts in a flourishing state, paying their revenue 
regularly, while there are others also equally deserving, though the state of 
their districts and their collection of the revenuc be less satisfactory, owing 
to the disaffection and disobedience of the landholders whom they are unable 
to punish, it seemed consistent with your written suggestions to continue all 
those Aumils in their districts, and it was unnecessary to appoint new Zillah- 
dars ; whereas, in the districts of Purtaubgurh and others, to which Ameens 
were intended to be sent, the object of doing so was this: that whenever Koodrut 
Oolla Khan, who was long acquainted with the landholders and Seghadars, 
should place them in attendance on the Ameens, and the Ameens should com- 
mence their proceedings, Koodrut Oolla Khan should be removed from the 
district, and another Zillahdar should be appointed in his room. ‘The appoint- 
ment of Ameens at this time was most certainly in compliance with your verbal 
and written suggestions, and their suspension in consequence of your letter ; 
and as such things are manifestly a cause of slight in the eyes of the people, 
my grief on the occasion cannot be said to be misplaced. 


With a reference to your concluding remark, that * the result of our pro- 
‘* tracted discussions on the important question of reform, and the expres sand 
‘* explicit tenor of my letter to Lord Minto, has fixed on me a solemn obli- 
“¢ gation,” &c. The truth is this: that whatever is written in the said letter, 
and in whatever manner it was written, I have not the smallest idea of departing 
from, and for the reasons above set forth. Itis no where established nor to be 
inferred from my proceedings, that a partial introduction of the reform into 
sothe districts was all that I had in my view. As the British Government, in 
consequence of their friendship for me und in the termis of established treaties, 
as well as from motives of justice, which is their peculiar attribute, are ever 
disposed to give advice for the better manageinent of my affairs, the prosperity 
of my country, and the preservation of my power and authority, which are 
maintained by their assistance alone; under these circumstances, a measure 
which they have recommended with a view to the advantage of my Govern- 
ment, the prosperity of my country, and the preservation of my authority 
and power, how is it possible that in the progress of such a measure, any 
departure or transgression should take place ? 


You have written, that’ “ the execution of this measure, which is indispen- 
“ sable, may be attempted in either of two ways,” &c. to which I reply, that 
communication, concurrence, and advice in the general concerns of the Govern- 
ment, in the manner established by treaty as well as by uniform practice, since 
my accession to the musnud, with former Residents at my Court, have never 
been departed from with you, and shall not be departed from in future ; and the 
British Government, too, from a consideration of the decrease of my authority 
and power, which are maintained by their assistance alone, will never admit of 
a departure from that practice, asl have repeatedly written and told you in the 
most express terms that it can never be agreeable to thy mirid, dnd that I will 
not on any principle consent to it. With 
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With a reference to your remark'‘at our conference of the 22d of Moburrum 
(15th instant), that ‘“ the cause of’ your remonstrance against the deputation of 
«< Ameens was your:conviction. of: the injury that must arise from ‘my-order for 
“ the measurenient: of the lands.” The case is this: that I: would not have 
refused to acquiesce ‘inthis: particular if it had been mentioned in your letter of 
the 11th of December, which-was the cause of my suspension of the Ameens ; 
but in that letter: no such cause is assigned, and the grounds-of your recommen- 
dation are very different. 


You have stated in ‘the begitnitig of your letter to ‘which this is a reply, that 
“ you might with propriety have refrained from ‘answering either of my letters 
“ till the judgment: of the Government should be known, and that on one 
subject, namicly, the case of Hoosein Alee Khan, from motives of respect 
' © you would be'silent:” Yet, notwithstanding this remark, you spoke to me 
on that subject at out last conference, and therefore 1 write to you again, 
that in my létter to the Governor-General of the 12th.of October last, I men- 
tioned particularly that I had granted at your suggestion a pension of 2,000 
rupees per mensetti ‘forall the dépendants of Hyder Beg, and that 1 will never 
consent to any departure from ‘that arrangement; consequently, the children and 
wife’of Akbur Alee Ktian cannot be excluded from the provision assigned. As 
you have sent copies and translations of my former letters to the Right Honour- 
able the Governor-General in Council, it is necessary that this letter should also 
be submitted to his Lordship. 

A true translation : 


(Siened) J. Barrie, 
Resident. 





To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government. 
Sir: 

1. The original Persian tetters from his Excellency the Right Honourable. the 
Governor-General to the address of his Excellency the Vizier, which are noticed 
in your despatches of the 31st December and 7th January last, were received 
from the Persian department on the 11th instant, and 1 had the honour of 
presenting them to the Vizier on Tuesday the 15th instant, when I requested a 
conference with that view. 


2. The remarks with which I prefaced the delivery of his Lordship’s letters to 
the Vizier were conciliatory. and friendly in the extreme. I observed to his 
Excellency that it had: become my. duty, during a residence of nearly seven 
years at his Court, to present a number of letters to him from the head of the 
British Government in india on various subjects of equal and inferior Importance 
to those which I held in my hand; but that the circumstances attending the 
preparation and delivery of those letters, the spirit in which they were con- 
ceived, and the questions to which they had reference, gave a peculiar interest, 
inmy mind, to the occasion of this conference with his Excellency, which I had 
never experienced before, and which I was satisficd that his Excellency would 
ascribe to it on perusing the letters before him. 


3. At the close of Lord Minto’s administration, it was a source of the most 
cordial satisfaction to the members of the Government and to me, that the 
several questions depending between the British Government and his Excellency 
had been brought to a happy adjustment, and that no difference of opinion 
remained to be obviated’ or reconciled. A question had subsequently arisen, of 
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which the view that was taken by our Government, and its instructions on the - 


subject to me, though framed with the most cordial desire to promote his 
Excellency’s reputation, had proved unsatisfactory to his mind, and the con- 
sequence, not unnatural nor uncommon, of a difference of opinion on this 
point, had been that of the revival of discussions which appeared to have 
previously terminated in a friendly and satisfactory manner. The question to 
which T alluded, namely, that of the application of the personal property of 
Tuhseen Alee Khan, with the discussion to which it had given rise, and also the 
other discussions the renewal of which it had occasioned, had been reported by 

me 
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me to the Government,and had received its consideration at a time when the 
sentiments and feelingstowards his Excellency of a new Governor-General of 
India must necessarily have influenced the decision in a very considerable degree, 
and when the collective decision of the Government, as tending of necessity to 
develop the sentiments and feelings of the personage who was now at the head 
of the administration, with a reference to the state of Oude and to his Excel- 
leucy’s person and Government, could not fail to excite a peculiar interest in his 
Excellency, and to make a lasting impression on his mind. 


4. Under such circumstances as these, I observed, it must be satisfactory and 
gratifying in the extreme to his Excellency as well as to me, to perceive in the 
letters which I presented to him a sentiment of cordial friendship, a feeling of 
personal regard, a disposition to soothe and conciliate, to concede when con- 
cession might be practicable, and to abstain from unnecessary interference in the 
concerns of his Excellency’s Government, as well as from controversial discus- 
sions, to the utmost possible extent, combined with a resolution to give advice 
on occasions which might require interference, with a view to the mutual 
benefit of both States, or to his Excellency’s honour and advantage, and to urge 
that advice on such occasions (since to refrain were a dereliction of duty) in 
terms of dignified firmness, but in the spirit of cordial friendship, and with 
expressions of the sincerest regard. 


5. Of all those benevolent intentions on the part of the present 
administration of the British Government in India, the two letters from Lord 
Moira, which I was now to present to his Excellency, were demonstrative in an 
equal degree, in realty, though the concessionary terms of the one, and the 
firmer tone of the other, might appear at first sight to his Excellency to 
authorize a different construction. The first I proceeded to real to him; 
and after doing so, [ took a retrospective view of the character and services of 
Tubseen Alee Khan, and of the circumstances which brought that person 
originally to the notice of the British Government and its representative at 
the Court of Lucknow. 


6. Tuhseen Alee Khan, I observed, was the favoured and confidential 
servant of the late Nawaub Asuf-ood-Dowlah, a necessary and perhaps an 
involuntary instrument of the gratification of many of his master’s propensities, 
the depository of most of his secrets as well as of much of his personal wealth, 
more particularly of his wardrobe and jewels. In the exercise of those trusts 
he had proved himself a most zealous and faithful servant, and worthy of the 
confidence reposed in him. On the accession of Vizier Alee Khan to the 
musnud, through an honest though erroneous conviction on the part of the 
British Government of the justice of his title to that station, Tuhseen was 
precluded from affording the particular information which he possessed re- 
garding the spurious birth of Vizier Alee Khan, by considerations of the 
most imperious nature which he was totally unable to control; but his 
attachment to the Government of Oude, and a sense of his duty to the State, 
as the confidential servant of its former ruler and depository of much of' his 
wealth, induced him to act in such amannner as to incur the implacable 
resentment of Vizicr Alee Khan, to the imminent danger of his own life, 
(which was preserved by the intervention of our Government,) and subse- 
quently, on a proper occasion, to afford that information to the Government, 
which by demonstrating the defective title of Vizier Alee conduced to the 
happy establishment of his Excellency in the sovereignty of his hereditar 
dominions, through the influence of the British justice and power. By suc 
conduct as this, I observed, Tuhseen Alee Khan had originally obtained the 


notice and favour of our Government, and had established a manifest claim 


to the gratitude and kindness of the Vizier; and both had been constantly 
merited, in a degree which no other servant could boast, by a series of faithful 
and zcalous attachment and services, which had ended only with his life. 
The liberality of his disposition had prevented him from amassing any personal 
wealth, and the integrity of his conduct while in office had precluded his relations 
or subordinate officers and servants from profiting by the situation which he held, 
to secure their future independence, so that his ousehold-furniture and his 


wardrobe, with a few houses which he had purchased or built, formed = 
| only 
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only property that he possessed, or considered as at his personal disposal; and this 
he had — by a will, not strictly conformable, it was admitted, with the 
‘dictates of the Mohummudan law, nor with the practice of Mussulman 
countries, but justified, in the opinion of the testator and in that of the 
British Government, by the peculiar circumstances of his case, and: entitled 
in an extraordinary degree to the indulgent consideration of his sovereign.. The 
British Government or its representative at Lucknow had no knowledge of 
the terms of Tuhseen Alee Khan’s will till the near approach of the death of 
the testator. We could have no interest whatever in the accomplishment of 
the purposes of the will, save a feeling of regard for the character and memory 
of the deceased, and of humanity for his needy dependants, which must be felt 
in common with us by his Excellency; and the gratification of those just 
and natural feelings, on both parts, appeared to be so easily consulted by our 
Government’s acceptance of the trust which Tuhseen Alee Khan had reposed 
in it, and by his Excellency’s recognition of the will, that no objection 
occurred to a decision of the question on this basis, and to the instructions 
which had been issued to me and communicated to his Excellency for that 
purpose. His Excellency would be disposed to admit, on a calm and dis- 
passionate reflection, that there was nothing contained in those instructions, 
which the peculiar circumstances of the case, and the intimate nature of the 
connection subsisting between the two States, would not have justified in the 
opinion of the world and of the subjects of his Excellency’s Government; and 
more particularly with regard to myself, that I must have been justified, and 
my conduct have been approved by the government whose instructions I had 
received, in proceeding to execute its commands without any hesitation or 
delay, $an@ in applying the property of Tuhseen Alee Khan to the purposes 
for which he had bequeathed it. ‘The opposite conduct which I pursued with 
a view to his Excellency’s satisfaction, and the result of the reference which 
I had made, as demonstrative of the wish of the Government to gratify his 
Excellency’s mind, to yicid even to his prejudices and prepossessions in every 
practicable case, would, I doubted not, be viewed by his Excellency in the 
only suitable light, and would produce corresponding sentiments in his mind, 
not only with a reference to the question which was the immediate subject of 
this letter, but to every other point in discussion between the British Govern- 
ment and himself. 


7. The Vizier interrupted me here, to express the sense which he felt of my 
friendly and considerate conduct with regard to the property of Tuhseen Alee 
Khan, the acquisition of which he ascribed to my acquiescence in his original 
desire to suspend the sale of the property, and my ultimate intercession with 
the Government, which gave rise to the present arrangement. ‘ Had you sold 
‘s the property,” said his Excellency, ‘‘as you were instructed and empowered 
‘¢ to do, this arrangement could not have taken place, and my views must of 
“© necessity have been defeated: you are entitled to my thanks for your consi- 
‘¢ deration.”” I replied, that a similar result might always be expected by his 
Excellency when he reposed his confidence in me ; that the gratification of his 
Excellency’s mind was ever my leading desire, and that my best advice and 
exertions should always be directed to this end, when the accomplishment of 
his Excellency’s wishes should seem consistent, as on the present occasion, 
with the purposes of essential justice, and conducive to his honour and hap- 
piness. 


8. We now reverted to the consideration of the extent of the provisions to 
be assigned to the relations and servants of Tuhseen Alee Khan, and I submitted 
to his Excellency’s liberality, that the amount which was fixed by the deceased, 
and recommended in fact by the Governor-General, though his Lordship, from. 
motives of delicay, had delegated the expression of his wishes to me, should 
not be diminished by this arrangement; and with a reference to the grand- 
children of Chutra Mull, that his Excellency would be pleased to consider 
both his own name and the name of Lord Moira, as well as the services of 
Tuhgeen, in assigning a provision for those orphans. His Excellency desired 
Me tostate to him what I wished to propose for the children; observing, how- 
¢yer, that it was notorious that they _ not any provision, and that = 
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posed that the aggregate amount of the provisions assigned:in the will, namely, 
575 rupees per mensem, should be extended to 1,000 rupees, giving 425 rupees 
per mensum to the family of Chutra Mull Seth; and on his ‘Excellency’s 
objecting to this, I reatricted my proposal in their behalf to an allowance of 
300 rupees, which his Excellency, though he did not promise to grant, seemed 
disposed, as I thought, to consent to, and the final adjustment of the question 
was suspended till a future occasion. 


9, I now presented to the Vizier, and read to him from a copy in my hand, 
after some appropriate introductory remarks, the Right Honourable the Gover- 
nor-General’s letter under date the 7th of January, having a reference to the 

uestion of reform. His Excellency, after hearing with attention the whole of 
the contents of that letter, inquired if his letter to my address of the 20th 
January last had been submitted to the notice of the Government before his 
Lordship’s letter was written. I answered, that [it certainly had not; but 
that a translation of his Excellency’s letter, which I had lost no time in 
forwarding to the Presidency, must have been received before this was dis- 
patched ; and if the contents of his Excellency’s letter had suggested the 
necessity of alteration in the tenor of the Governor-General’s letter, or had 
occasioned any change in the sentiments of his Lordship in Council on the 
subject of it, that alteration would ‘certainly have been made. Any change in 
the sentiments of the Government would unquestionably have been signified to 
me. I added, that this was a subject on which his Excellency would, of course, 
be diposed to meditate and deliberate by himself, before he made any commu- 
nication to me, and that I would no longer intrude on his time. He replied, 
that he would peruse the letter with attention, and appoint an early day to con- 
verse with me further on the subject. On taking leave, he again expressed the 
joy and satisfaction which he felt, and which was manifest, as I thought, in his 
countenance, at the decision by Government in his favour of the question 
regarding Tuhseen Alee Khan’s property, and the unconditional surrender of 
that property, which I declared my readiness to make over to him whenever 
he should be pleased to desire it, relying on his own liberality for a favourable 
result 7 the appeal which I had offered in behalf of the relations of the 
deceased. 


10. On Wednesday the 16th instant, the day following our conference, I 
received a message from his Excellency the Vizier to this effect ; that he was 
disposed to follow my advice implicitly on all the questions depending; that 
he considered me as his best friend, and was persuaded of the justice and truth 
of every remark that I had made to him at our conference on the foregoing 
day ; that he was preparing a letter to the address of the Governor-General on 
the subject of the provisions to be assigned to Tuhseen’s relations and servants, 
which he wished to get rid of, in the first instance, in such a manner as to 
satisfy me, and with this view he requested me to send to him, in writing, my 
proposal in behalf of the family of Chutra Mull Seth. Ireturned an appro- 
priate answer to his Excellency’s message above quoted, and sent a written 
statement on the subject of it to the following effect. ‘ My first proposal to 
«< your Exeellency, in bebalf of the grand-children of Chutra Mull Seth, was 
“ that an allowance of 425 rupees per mensem should be assigned to them, 
‘© making the whole of your Excellency’s bounty to the relations and servants 
‘¢ of the deceased the sum of 1,000 rupees per mensem, which I was satisfied 
“ that our Government would think liberal: but observing your Excellency’s 
‘ reluctance to this grant, and most anxious, on every occasion, to consult your 
« Excellency’s pleasure in preference to every object of my own, I immediately 
“* restricted my proposal to the aggregate sum of 875 rupees per mensem, 
“ giving a monthly allowance of only 300 rupees tothe famil y of Chutra 
“ Mull Seth, and I pledged myself to satisfy the Government that this provi- 
* sion would be sudicient for their support.” 


11. The Vizier took the statement from my Moonshee, and promised a satia- 
factory reply to it. On the evening of the following day he transmitted te me by 
acon tial servant a letter to the address of my Ford Moira, eaaianansilc 7 
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his final resolutionin favour of the servants and relations of Tewheeen Alee Khan, Bengal. Pelelest: 
which announces the confirmation of all the deceased’s bequests in favour of the yay 
foemer, on the condition of their attendance on his Excellency, and: a grant of ae 
900 rupees per mensem to the latter, in compliance, as his Excelleney has been Letter 
pleased to observe, with the desire of the Right Honourable the GovernorGene- om Resident et 
ral, and with my concurrence and advice. The letter to his Lordship’s address — 
has been transmitted to the Persian department. | 


12. With this letter to the address of my Lord Moira, the Vizier sent me a 
letter, a translation of which is enclosed ; and I have thought it my duty to reply 
to that letter in the terms of the accompanying document, which I have used the 
precaution of submitting to his Excellency as a draft, without official signature 
or form, to ascertain that it meets with his approbation, or to enable me to gratify 
his wish regarding the terms of it, if the alteration which he proposes be practi- 
cable consistently with candour or truth. 


13. I am sorry to have occasion to add, with a reference to the concluding 
paragraph of your despatch of the 31st of December last, that the Vizier has 
cxpressly refused his consent to the smallest increase of the allowance of the 
members of the khoord muhl of the late Nawaub Asuf-ood-Dowlah, and that a 
number of those unfortunate women continue to be clamorous in the extreme. 
Understanding by a message from his Excellency that they meditated a preda- 
tory attempt against some houses containing valuable property in the neighbour- 
hood of the place where they reside, I have complied with his Excellency’s 
requisition of a guard of the Company’s sepoys to protect his property from their 
hands: but.I see no immediate prospect of their desisting from their clamorous 
proceedings, unless their demand of an additional allowance be complied with. 


14. The Vizier has not hitherto made any communication to me on the im- 
portant subject of reform, or on the question of the pension of Hoosein Alee 
Khan ; but I am disposed to augur the most salutary effects and impressions on 
his Excellency’s mind from the tenor of the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General’s letter to him on these subjects, and from the friendly and conciliatory 
observations, on my own part, with which the delivery of that letter was accom- 
panied, in obedience to his Lordship’s commands. 


15. I take this opportunity of reporting, for his Lordship in Council’s infor- 
mation, that another vexatious discussion between his Excellency the Vizier and 
myself, regarding the terms of the receipt to be granted by her Highness the 
younger Begum for the amount of her monthly stipend in lieu of her jagier and 
provisions, has been brought to a satisfactory conclusion, by his Excellency’s 
ultimate acquiescence in a proposal submitted to him by me, and to which he 
announced his consent in a very gracious manner by a letter of yesterday’s date. 


I have, &c. 





Lucknow, (Signed) J. Barxute, 
19th February 1814. Resident. 
From his Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 18th February 1814.) Letter 


| fi eo ° i 
The question of the provision for the grand-children of Chutra Mull Seth and eae 
the servants of Tuhseen Alee Khan deceased being now settled, agreeably to 
the desire of the Right Honourable the Governor-General, with your concurrence 
and-advice, and my answer to his Lordship’s letter being also sent to you with 
this, I write to you now to desire that the person in charge of the property of 
the late Tuhseen Alee Khan be directed to make over the whole of it to the ser- 
vants of my Government. | 


A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Barzure, | 
: Resident. 


To 
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To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 19th February 1814.) 


I have had -the honour to receive your Excellency’s gracious letter on tge 
subject of the provisions assigned to the relations and servants of Tuhseen Alee 
Khan, accompanied by a letter from your Excellency to the address of his Ex- 
cellency the Right Honourable the Governor-General, which I shall forward 
to his Lordship without delay : and if your Excellency will be pleased to appoint 
some person to take charge of the property of the pie | and direct the 
attendance of that person on me, I shall immediately instruct Lieutenant For- 
tune, the commanding officer of iny escort, and Sheikh Shubbun, the confiden-. 
tial servant of the deceasecl, to accompany your Excellency’s servant to his dwel- 
ling-house, to deliver over the whole of the property, and to remove the Honour- 
able Company’s sepoys who are placed as a guard at the house. 


As your Excellency has been pleased to express, in your letter to the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General, that the provision for the family of Chutra 
Mull Seth had been fixed in concurrence with my advice, and as the statement 
which I submitted to your Excellency contained the sum of 425 rupees as the 
maximum, and 300 rupees as the minimum of a provision. for those indigent 
orphans, it has occurred to me as a possible circumstance, that the sum of 
200 rupees in your Excellency’s letter to Lord Moira may have been inserted by 
a mistake of the transcriber. But should it be otherwise, as the satisfaction of 
your Excellency’s mind is the constant object of my desire, and predominant 
over every other consideration, I am-ready to take upon myself the responsibility 
for the smallness of this provision, and to acquiesce in its ascription to my 
advice. There are, however, two or three other subordinate matters, having 
reference to the will of the deceased, which your Excellency has omitted to 
notice in your letter to his Excellency Lord Moira, and which I am persuaded 
that your Excellency will pardon my recommending to your favourable consi- 
deration, should they not have been present to your mind while preparing your 
letter to the Governor-Gencral, more especially as in fact they were agreed to 
in the earlier stages of this discussion, namely, first, the construction of a monu- 
ment over the grave of your Excellency’s faithful servant, Tuhseen Alee Khan ; 
and, secondly, the propriety of the grant of two of the provisions particularly 
specified in his will, those of Sheikh Shubbun and Moonshee Aftaub Raee. 


Your Excellency is doubtless aware, that the maintenance of the elephants, 
horses, and other cattle, belonging to the estate of the deceased, and the wages 
of several servants, have been defrayed by the widow of Chutra Mull Seth, 
under my particular orders, since the demise of Tuhseen Alee Khan ; and the 
amount of these several charges, which is stated at 6,000 rupees, 1s a burden 
on this unfortunate person, from which the generosity of your Excellency’s mind 
may perhaps dispose you to release her, as the whole of the property is your 
own. This point I submit to your Excellency without any further remark, be- 
cause I have stated it already to our Government, and await the communication 
of its commands. 


The date of the commencement of the pensions does not appear to be specified 
in your Excellency’s letter to Lord Moira, nor in your gracious letter to me; 
and therefore I beg to be informed of your Excellency’s intentions on this 
point, that I may report it to the Right Honourable the Governor-General. 


A true copy : 


Signed J. Barixure, 
(Signed) Resident. 





Ordered, That the following letter from the Resident at Lucknow to the 
Persian Secretary to the Government, and the following translation of a letter 
fiom his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier to the Governor-General, which accom- 
panied Major Baillie’s nespatcness be here, recorded. 


: To 
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To John Monckton, Esq., Persian Secretary to Government. 
Sir: 

T have the honour of transmitting to you a letter received from his Excellency 
thé Vizier, to the address of his Excellency the Right Honourable the Gover- 
nor-General, and referred to in my despatch of this-date to the Secretary in the 
Political Department. This letter from his Excellency the Vizier is an answer 
to that from Lord Moira, under date the 31st of December, conveyed by your 
despatch of the 31st ultimo. 


I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baruure, 
10th February 1814. Resident. 





From his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. (Received the 28th February 1814.) 


I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s obliging letter of the 31st 
of December, stating that Major Baillie had communicated to you the result of 
his application to me on the subject of the will of the late Mohummud Tuhseen 
Alee Khan; and that, as Major Baillie’s representations have failed to produce 
conviction in my mind, and the maintenance of the late Tuhseen Alee Khan’s 
family and dependants may be equally provided for in a manner which cannot 
possibly appear to me to involve the objection which I opposed to the recogni- 
tion of his will, the original proposition will, in deference to me, be withdrawn ; 
intimating, at the same time, your Excellency’s conviction that I shall feel it 
becoming my dignity, my justice, and my character for generosity, to settle on 
the grand-children of Chutra Mull Seth a provision adequate to their mainte- 
nance and that of the servants of thc deceased mentioned by name in his will. 


I at all times, and in every situation, hope to experience your Excellency’s 
kindness and regard, and I am perfectly satisfied that through the influence of 
your Lordship’s kindness, all my affairs will prosper and flourish. 1 desire to 
offer to your Excellency my gratcful acknowledgments for what your Excel- 
lency, in the benignity of your disposition, has been pleased to determine in 
the present case, with a view to combine the promotion of my reputation 
and your own satisfaction, with the maintenance of my independent au- 
thority. 


In compliance with your Exccllency’s recommendation, and with a view to 
promote your satisfaction, | have assigned a provision for the grand-children of 
Chutra Mull Seth, and monthly allowances for the several dependants and ser- 
vants of the Jate Tuhseen Aice Khan, regulated by the advice of Major Baillie. 
They will accordingly remain near my person under circumstances of ease and 
comfort, in the enjoyment of their allowances, and I shall take due care of 
them. 


The particulars of the allowances granted for their support will be made 
known to your Lordship by the enclosed statement, and by the communications 


of Major Baillie. 


Statement of the allowances alluded to in the foregoing. 


For the expenses of the ten days’ mourning of the Mohurrum 
and the Fatehas (obituary ceremonies) in honour of the 
deceased, annually.......sesecscccsssesescoccsssescssosesnupees G00 
To the grandsons of Chutra Mull Seth, monthly  ......eseeee ZOO 


Monthly stipends to the under-mentioned dependants of 
Tuhseen Alee Khan: 


Shehaub-ood-Deen, commonly called Shtbbin...... Rupees 200 
Aftaub Race Moonshce....cccccccscccccccccccsecacsscescccescsssess SC) 
TimBMECE ceccccccccncccccccescccccccccscscccccenscusecessssccessccces § OO 
Seetul Pershaud Mootusuddie ......ccccccccsrscecsccccccescseccee 40 
Moonina Loll  ..cssccsscssssensccccccvcvessccccsccasceccsesescooceee Gd 
Balkishen EU TTETEOTUTITTTEPTTTTETIT TXT 25 


Gamay 
* Carried Overi.sccoeesoee Rupees 390 
70 Khoorrum 
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Brought over «s+... Rupees 390 
Khoorrum Eunuch PUVELTUTTTETIRITETEL IIL iririrrrrrtTT AS: 
Almass WU nGGcccscsceeds ccouacces CONC COOE oO OHCOOTOOS OEE TOSeeceses 15 
Muhboob MCUMUC i iacwhaersesacseadeevewereseusecsese sess cckeueienee 15 
Wuyeeh PUUNUC ieincac acca rose dccweivoscesscdeesweweseeseecaseadncodc. 15 
ALMEEH OOMALY Gisaciweanwacsesseodatweneteecieswecdevecstesenseassce, 15 
Meer Casiin. AlCe sscssccsxtacerssisvseenstesvevcanctcvsssvetederes, 15 
NTWUOO: bivtwidice tes eaeacsckensesetk tenses dlastesseeeeesesessnteecces®. “1S 
Necdee Dellaul: savisscccerecasdeeacnsdestasnaweseursweeceessensssecs. 10 
SECTICE MODATCK: SSccdvaccindaesasendevebosskeessesensetecdeserecerss. 0 
Hedaqut OGIIAW ssssvecoceescrcuvesedetadsusesteecescsscectwcceessa -4 


Ramzaunce SSCS eSeSeseaeeeeeeeSeeeesesseeHesehGeaeeeasesesseeneseeeoseseseonene 5 


Cir) 


Total amount of stipends to dependants...... Rupees 525 


Gee 


A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Monckton, 
Persian Secretary to Government. 





To J. Adam, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government. 
Sir: 

1. In continuation of the subject of my despatch of the 19th instant, I 
have now the honour of transmitting to you, for the notice of his Excellency 
the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, the enclosed copy and 
translation of a paper of remarks, which I have received from his Excellency 
the Vizier, on the draft of a letter which I submitted to him regarding the 
provision assigned to the grand-children of Chutra Mull Seth, and some other 
purposes of the will of the late Tuhseen Alee Khan. 


2. On receiving this paper from the Vizier, as I considered it in the light 
of an answer to the draft of my letter above noticed, I requested his Excel- 
Jency to inform me whether or not he wished me to consider it in that 
light, and to submit it to the notice of the Government, or to give official form 
in the first instance to the draft which I had submitted to him, and to await his 


official answer. 


3. The Vizier replicd to my message, that this note was intended for my own 
information alone, as explanatory of his Letter to Lord Moira, and that he did 
not wish either my draft of a letter to himself or his remarks on the subject of 
it to be entered on the official records; but that I might impart the substance of 
it to the Government, if I thought proper. His Excellency’s wish, as he added, 
and repeated with seeming earnestness to my Moonshee, was to avoid all 
further discussion on this subject in particular, and to preclude the possibility 
of a difference of opinion between us on any subject whatever: that we had 
differed unfortunately on many subjects already, but he hoped that all diffe- 
rence was at an end, and he was resolved to follow my advice implicitly on 
every future occasion, whether of great or inferior importance. 


4, From the tenor of his Excellency’s written communication enclosed, it is 
obvious that his Excellency has resolved to limit the extent of his beunty to 
the grand-children of Chutra Mull Seth to the sum of 200 rupees per men- 
sem, and to consider the pensions assigned to the Vakeel and the Moonshee of 
Tuhseen Alee Khan as no more than life grants, or as resumable perhaps at 
his pleasure. Yet, under the instructions of the Government to me, I have 
not considered myself as at liberty to urge tliose questions any further, nor to 
delay the surrender to the Vizier of the property ot’ Tuhseen Alee Khan, which 
has accordingly been made over to his Excellency. 


5. It is satisfactory that his Excellency adheres to his promise of constructing 


a monument over the grave of his faithful servant, and also that he has agreed 
to 
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to repay the charges of subsisting the cattle, &c. from the day of Tuhseen 
Alee Khan’s demise. 
I have, &c. 
.  Lacknow, (Signed) J. Baruure, 
€@d February 1814. Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 21st February 1814.) 


With a reference to the draft of a letter which you sent to me for perusal on 
the 26th of Suffer (19th instant), in order to ascertain my sentiments on the 
points which are stated in it, and to have the alterations suggested which I might 
wish, the state of the matter is this: that I formerly refused to give any allow- 
ance whatever to the grand-children of Chutra Mull Seth, and that my present 
consent to give any thing has been occasioned exclusively by the letter of the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General, my Lord Moira, and by your verbal 
representations. 


The construction of a monument over the grave of the deceased shall cer- 
tainly take place, as it was promised, but I never made any promise of the per- 
petuity of the grant to those persons; and the expenses of feeding the cattle from 
the day of the death of Tuhseen, shall also be refunded by my Government. The 
date of the commencement of the pensions, and the date of my letter to the 
Governor-General, are one and the same. 


A true translation: 


(Signed) = J. Barnuie, 
Resident. 


Gea 


To Major J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 
1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 29d 
January last, enclosing a copy and translation of his Excellency the Vizier's 
reply to your letter to his Excellency on the important subject of the reform. 


2. His Excellency the Governor-General in Council forbears to make any 
remarks on the subject of the Vizier’s answer to your letter, until his Excellency’s 
determination on the questions to which it relates shall be made known in the 
reply which his Lordship in Council awaits to his letters addressed to the Vizier, 
both on the subject of reform and of the distribution of the pension to the 
family of Hyder Beg Khan. - 


3. With respect to the latter question, 1 am directed to take this opportunity 
of acknowledging the receipt of your two despatches on that subject, under 
dates the 31st December and 28th January last, and of stating to you that, for 
the reasons above stated, it is not considered necessary to make any particular 
observations on the conduct of his Excellency with regard to Hooscin Alee 
Khan, as reported in the former of those despatches, until the effect of his Lord- 
ship’s letter, above adverted to, shall appear by the tenor of his Excellency’s 
réply. 

4, Iam further directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 
19th ultimo, reporting the delivery of the Governor-General’s letter to the 
Vizier, above adverted to, and the substance of your communication to his 
Excellency on that occasion, and to signify to you his Lordship in Council's 
approbation of the tenor of the observations which you made to his Excellency, 
and generally of the manner in which you have executed the instructions of 
Government to which your despatch refers. With respect to the grant of 
200 rupees assigned by his Excellency for the support of the relations of the 
late Tuhseen Alee Khan, although it would have been more satisfactory if his 
Excellency had assigned the larger sum proposed by you; yet, as his Lordship 
in Council does not consider this point to be one on which the Vizier should 
be urged further, he approves the tenor of your Ietter to the Vizier signifying 
your acquiescence in that arrangement. | 


f 
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5. It is satisfactory to his Lordship in Council to learn that the question 
respecting the terms of the receipt to be granted by the younger Begum, alluded 
to in the 15th paragraph of your despatch of the 19th ultimo, above acknow- 
ledged, has been settled by his Excellency the Vizier’s acquiescence in your 
proposal on that subject. 


6. It is also satisfactory to his Lordship in Council to observe by your letter 
of the 22d ultimo, the receipt of which I am now directed to acknowledge, 
that the Vizier has consented to construct a monument over the grave of Tuhseen 
Alee Khan, and has agreed to repay the expenses of subsisting the cattle, &c. 
alluded to in your despatch of the 19th of the same month. — 


7. Your letter of the 15th January, on the subject of the instructions of 
Government of the 31st of December respecting Bustee Ram, the news-writer, 
has also been received and laid before the Governor-General in Council, and I 
am directed to signify to you the satisfaction with which his Lordship in Council 
nas learnt his Ixxcellency’s determination to recall the news-writer in question 


from Elahabad. 
I have, &c. 


Fort-William, (Signed) J. Apam, 
4th March 1814. Secretary to Government. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 25th March 1814. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government. 
Sir: 

1. On the evening of the 6th instant I had the honour of receiving from his 
Excellency the Vizier a letter to my own address, giving cover to his Excel- 
lency’s reply to the letter from Lord Moira to His Excellency, under date the 
7th of January, on the important subject of reform, and regarding the distri- 
bution of the pension assigned to Hooscin Alee Khan and his family. 


2. A copy and translation of the Vizier’s Ictter to me are transmitted by this 
despatch, and with a view to facilitate and expedite the deliberation and 
decision of the Government on the matter and manner of that letter, and of his 
Excellency’s letter to Lord Moira, a translation of the latter document has also 
been hastily prepared, and is submitted for his Lordship in Council’s perusal. 


3. Iam concerned to have occasion to state, that I cannot see cause to give 
credit, so ample and implicit as I could wish, to those professions ofa cordial 
desire to concur and co-operate with our Government, which are contained 
in this letter from the Vizier to his Excellency the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General. I recognize in that document, with regret, a considerable 
degree of the same unhappy disposition to evade, which has uniformly marked 
his Excellency’s conduct with a reference to the question of reform, since the 
first agitation of that question, excepting, indeed, for the short period of a 
month after the date of his last letter to Lord Minto, during which an opposite 
spirit was indicated, whether genuine or pretended I know not. 


4. It seems unnecessary to comment in detail on the tenor of his Excellency’s 
letter to his Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor-General. I 
have submitted my sentiments to the Government on a number of such letters 
as this during my residence at the Court of tle Vizier, and my several des- 
patches to the Government, containing those sentiments and remarks, having 
received the approbation of the Government, my opinion of his Excellency’s 
proceedings and designs, with a reference to the reform of his administration, 
may be said to have been adopted as its own. 


5. There are two questions arising out of the tenor of the documents 
enclosed, on which the early decision of the Government appears to be required 
for my guidance, namely, first, the expediency of acquiescing in the manner 


of conducting the reform, which is stated in his Excellency’s letter i my 
address 


OUUDE PAPERS. 60s 


address and referreil to in hie letter to Lord Moira, and which is manifestly 
intended to preclude any useful interference on my part; for his Lordship in 
Council will observe, that while his Excellency expresses his acqutescence in 
one of the suggestions which were conveyed to him by my letter of the tith 

of December, he is totally silent on the subject of the concluding paragraph of 
that letter, and has not even expressed a design to communicate to me the 

contents of his proclamation and instructions to Ameens, far less to furnish capies 

of the proclamation for the purpose of being circulated by me through the medium 

of the commanding-officers of our troops. As a part of this question, it is to 

be considered whether or not our acquiescence in his Excellency’s plan should 

be accompanied by a solemn declaration that the Government cannot be respon- 

sible for the failure of his Excellency’s measures adopted without its knowledge 

or advice, and that his Excellency’s eventual reproaches or complaints on this 
point will be entitled to no consideration. A declaration to this purpose, on 

the part of the Right Honourable the Governor-General, might perhaps have 
the salutary effect of inducing His Excellency the Vizier to seek the concur- 
rence of the Resident in the most important details of the reform, to ensure 

the success of his measures. 


6. The second question relates to the employment of British troops in sup- 
port of the measures of the Vizier, having for their professed object a reform 
in the administration of his revenue, without reference to the justice and 
expediency, or to the real object of those measures. The question may thus 
be stated : is the declaration of the British Government to the Vizier, prescribed 
by my instructions of the 2d of August 1811, and conveyed by me to his 
Excellency in my letter of the 15th of January 1812, forming a number of my 
despatch of the 27th of February in that year, to be considered as abrogated by 
the Vizier’s consent to the reform, declared in the manner in which he has 
declared it? and are his Excellency’s requisitions in future for the aid of the 
British troops to be complied with, unacompanied by the assertion of a right to- 
investigate and arbitrate the demands which our power may be required to 
enforce ? 


7. With a view to facilitate a decision on the merits of the questions which 
I have stated, I take the liberty of referring the Government to my despatches. 
of the 27th of February and 12th of May 1812, and to the answers to those 
despatches under dates the 20th of March and 25th of June in that year. 


8. I have deemed it to be my duty to refrain from offering any remonstrance 
to the Vizier on the tenor of his letter to Lord Moira, partly from an idea com- 
bined with a feeble expectation that the view which I have taken of it in this 
despatch may hereafter appear to be erroneous, and partly from a fear of inter- 
rupting the harmony which at present subsists between his Excellency the 
Vizier and myself, and which has been manifested on the part of his Excellency 
by his voluntary and unexpected concession of a few subordinate points, on 
which I had ceased to urge him since my receipt of your official despatch of the 
81st of December last and your private letters connected with it. A continuance 
of the same disposition on the part of his Excellency the Vizier, which it shall 
be my study to cultivate and improve by every effort of conciliation on my own 
part, may lead his Excellency to distinguish me by a greater share of his con- 
fidence, with a reference to the measures of reform, than his letter would seem 
to prognosticate. 

9. It will be satisfactory to his Lordship in Council to observe that the Vizier 
has been pleased to acquiesce in the distribution of the pension of Hoosein 
Alee Khan, which I proposed to his Excellency, and which the Government 
did me the honour to approve. 

I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Bar.xiz, 
8th March 1814. | Resident. 


ae From 


Lucknow. 


. \ 
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From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 6th 'March:1814.)° 


I transmit my reply to the friendly letter of the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General, my Lord Moira, for your perusal, and for the purpose of 
being despatched. On a perusal of it you will understand the contents. 
Regarding the introduction of the plan of reform, refusal.and delay were 
not my objects formerly, nor are they now. As you proposed, in your letter 
of the 17th Zeehijj (11th December), that each of the districts to be committed 
to the charge of Ameens should be extended to a territury yielding two lacs, 
or two lacs and a half of rupees with the view of increasing their salaries, and 
that, at all events, the superintendence and control of the proceedings of every 
ten or twelve of those Ameens should be vested in an officer of high rank and 
of great respectability and integrity, with an adequate salary, as a Zillahdar, 
I shall accordingly search for and select suitable persons for the office of 
Ameens, and persons of distinction to be Zillahdars, in the districts and divisions 
of which the present Aumils should be removed ; and having done so, I shall 
Instruct these new officers, and also such of the present Aumils as are to be 
continued in office, to publish the proclamations and prepare the revenue papers 
as you desired. 





From his Excellency the Vizier to his Excellency the Right Honourable the 
Crovernor-General. (Dated the 12th Rubbee-ool-Avvul 1229, 6th March 1814.) 


Your Lordship’s friendly letter dated the 7th of January (corresponding with 
the 14th of Mohurrum), replete with expressions of kindness, desiring me to 
issue the provision for Hoosein Alee Khan and his family, without making any 
allotment out of it forthe faminy of Akbur Alce Khan, and recommending the 
plan of reform im the settlement of my country, has arrived at an auspicious 
time, and as conveying the assurances of your Lordship’s favour and kindness 
with expressicns of cordial friendship, has rendered me joyful and happy. 
My friend, the provision which was fixed for the subsistence of Hoosein Alec 
Khan, in regard to the distribution of that provision, I wrote to the Resident, 
Major Baillie, what appeared to me to be the sense of the passage of Lord 
Minto’s letter; but as I wish to consult your Lordship’s pleasure in alt things, 
I have now issued the provison as you desired, because I preter the satisfaction 
of your Lordship’s mind to every other consideration. Let Hoosein Alee 
Khan attend upon me: he shall be ireated with every degree of favour, and 
shall receive the provision assigned to him. 


It has been written, that ‘‘ my answer to Lord Minto’s letter, dated 2d July 
‘©1813, expressed a distinct acquiescence in the plan of reform, and conveyed 
‘Can assurance that it should be immediately undertaken; but that Major 
“ Baillie has informed the Government that 1 appear to have abandoned that 
‘ salutary intention, and that I have shewn a marked disinclination to listen to his 
“ suggestions referring to that momentous concern.” My friend, your sincere 
well-wisher has shewn no disinclination whatever to adopt the plan of reform ; 
but, on the contrary, although the season was unfavourable to such measures, 
with a view to the performance of my promise, I deputed Ameens to two 
districts, which of all my dominions required a settlement the most, and was 
preparing to issue my orders with regard to all the other districts in my country, 
when a discussion regarding certain matters which were subversive of my 
power and authority occasioned a delay, as will have appeared to ycur Lord- 
ship on a perusal of my letter to Major Baillie, dated the 27th of Mohurrum 
(20th January), which was sent to that gentleman with a desire of its being 
torwarded to your Lordship before my receipt of your friendly letter to myself. 


To your Lordship's enlightened mind it cannot be concealed, that the settle- 
ment of my country may certainly be accomplished by degrees, and 1s practi- 
cable in process of time ; but that the immediate execution of such a work 
could never have been stated by me, and was very remote from my Intention. 


What has been written with the pen of kindness, that “it is your Lordship’s 


“ anxious desire, and equally the solicitucde of those with whom you are sang 
“ that 
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“ that every.testimony-of attention, and every procedure which can uphold my dig- 
“ nity, should be manifested by the British Government.” My friend, your well- 
wisher entertains exactly this hope and expectation from the British Government, 
that the testimonies of attention and consideration for his dignity should daily in- 
crease; that the prosperity and splendour of his Government, the permanency of 
his power and authority, which depend on the favour of the British Government 
alone, should be constantly augmented and confirmed, more particularly under 
the administration of your Lordship, whose reputation for every laudable quality, 
for kindness and Lenevolence of heart, as well as for magnanimity and extraor- 
dinary consideration for princes, is celebrated all over the world, and whose 
auspicious arrival in these climes I have hailed with peculiar joy, as the source 
of advancement, prosperity, and splendour to all the concerns of my Govern- 
ment. I amcertain that during your Lordship’s administration, not ove of 
the affairs of my Government can be subjected to loss or decline. 


What has been written in the spirit of friendship, that “ there will not be 
“ wanting men in my durbar whose advantages would suffer from such a reform, 
“and it is natural that they should attempt to disincline me to the measure 
“‘and to the British Government for urging it:” the truth is this; that your 
Lordship’s sincere well-wisher acquired the Government of his hereditary do- 
minions through the aid of the British justice alone, and therefore is so cordially 
disposed to maintain on every occasion the relations of amity and friendship with 
the British Government, as to preclude his receiving or admitting the inter- 
ference of any person’s advice between himself and that Crovernment, in the 
cultivation of whose friendship and good-will he is constantly absorbed; so 
that were any person to engage in an attempt so wicked and abominable as 
that of disinclining your well-wisher to the British Government, your well- 
wisher would consider himas his enemy. By no means, and again by no means. 
By the mighty Creator [ swear, that such an idea has never entered into my 
mind: and from your Lordship’s friendship I hope that ifany person should 
ascribe such a thought or report a suspicion so groundless to your Lordship 
with relation to me, you will blot it at once from your heart, the abode of 
purity and candour. 


Your Lordship has written, that ‘‘ you entreat me to co-operate, in perfect 
“confidence with you, to maintain the united interests of the two Governments 
“ firm and unshaken, and that it shall be your study to forbear, as far as duty 
‘‘ will permit, any interference in minor concerns which may be unpleasant to 
“me.” My gencrous friend, your sincere well-wisher, of old, and since his 
accession to his hereditary power, bas ever most earnestly desired a co-operation 
with the British Government, as the source of the stability of his own country 
and dominion ; and now that this auspicious word has so happily flown from 
the pen of an exalted chief like your Lordship, adorned with every virtue and 
grace, and has been applied through excessive kindness to me, I am gratified 
and rejoiced beyond measure. I am certain that all my just views and con- 
cerns must be accomplished and advanced as I could wish them; and I am 
prepared, whenever your Lordship shall inquire into my other concerns, to give 
a full and unreserved explanation. With regard to the adoption of the plan 
for the settlement uf my country, I have neither refusal nor delay. But let it 
be adopted and executed in such a wav as to occasion no loss nor diminution of 
my authority and power, and in the manner explained by my Ictter of this date 
to the Resident, which will be submitted for your Lordship’s perusal, when the 
doubts, if it please God, and the apprehension in the mind of the British 
Government, that unjust exactions on my part occasion the disaffection and 
rebellion of the landholders, and my demand for the aid of the British troops, 
will be totally obviated and removed ; for, in reality, my disposition is so 
inimical to all manner of unjust exaction and oppression ot my subjects, that I 
could never tolerate for a moment the smallest departure from engagements on 
any pretext whatever; and during the whole period of my Government the 
ruin of a single Zemindar, which is the necessary consequence of oppression, 
has not in any instance occurred, so that the country, comparatively with 
former times, is now populous and fertile, as your Lordship will shortly perceive, 
When with the aid of Almighty God the. soil of my dominions shall be 


refreshed hy your Lordship’s presence. 
Ya 
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It has exuded fyom your gracious pen, that “the object of your address is so 
‘ serious, that you assure yourself I cannot misinterpret the franktiess with 
*‘ which your Lordship has exposed our relative situations for my reflection ; 
‘‘ and, on the contrary, the uareserved manner in which your Lordship has 
“ spoken ought to.satisfy me that no doubtful sentiment remains concealed.” 
Of a truth, it is as your Lordship has stated. Your well-wisher is fully per- 
suaded that as your Lordship has been the first to commence with such purity of 
heart the language and manner of kindness, frankness, and unreservedness, this. 
circumstance cannot fail to give me the greatest pleasure and joy: and with a 
reference to what has been written, that ‘* Major Baillie 1s instructed by your 
“ Lordship to make this principle the guide of his communications, and that 
“ your Lordship ardently hopes that I will prove my correspondence to your 
“ disposition by my liberal and sincere trust in that gentleman.” This assurance 
on the part of your Lordship is, as it were, the conclusion of my comfort and the 
perfection of my joy. 1 have never hitherto been wanting in any of those obser- 
vations to Major Baillie; and now that your Lordship has thus written on the 
subject, how can I fail to be still more attentive to them in future? Let your 
Lordship’s august mind be perfectly satisfied on this point in as far as I am con- 
cerned ; and I am certain that Major Baillie too, on his part, aware of the friend- 
ship subsisting between the two Governments, and apprized of your Lordship’s 
kind intentions towards me, will implicitly follow your instructions. 


A true translation: 


(Signec) J. Barixie, 
Resident. 





Ordered, That the following letter be sent to the Resident at Lucknow, 
tegether with a copy of the English draft of the letter to his Excellency the 
Nawaub Vizier below recorded. 





To Major J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

1, I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 8th 
instant, inclosing the translation of a letter from his Excellency the Vizier, in 
reply to that addressed to his Exccllency by the Governor-General under date 
the 7th of January. 


2. Although the general tenor of that letter is sufficiently friendly, and pro- 
fesses a disposition on the part of the Vizier to listen to the advice off the British 
Government, the Governor-General in Council cannot but perceive that his 
Excellency entertains a decided repugnance to the particular plan of reform 
which, in consequence of his Excellency’s own request, was submitted to him by 
the Earl of Minto, in his Lordship’s letter of the 28th December 1810, and to 
any modification of it commensurate with the sentiments and wishes of the 
British Government on that important point. Every mode of argument, exhor- 
tation, and warning, every appeal to his Excellency’s pride, judgment, and 
humanity, has been resorted to in vain, to obtain his acquiescence in that parti- 
cular plan of reform which the British Government has considered and declared 
to be, according to its belief, the only effectual remedy for the disorders of his 
Excellency’s administration. lt is obvious, then, that no hopes can be enter- 
tained of success from any further endeavours short of compulsion, to carry that 
measure in the precise form in which it has hitherto been urged. 


3. While the Governor-General in Council laments the perverse and unen- 
lightened policy which induces the Vizier to reject that system of administra 
tion recommended to his adoption by the British Government, and whieh his 
own experience of its success in the Ceded Provinces might enable him cor- 
rectly to appreciate, it does not appear to his Excellency in Council that, under 
a just and fair construction of the obligations of the alliance, we are entitled to 
proceed to the only measure of a compulsive nature which was ever suggested, 


namely, a renewed and direct demand, founded on the stipulations of the treaty, 
‘ acconry 
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accompanied by a menace of withholding the aid of the British troops-ia support 
of his Excellenoy’s authority in case of his refusal. 


4. The arguments employed’ in Mr. Edmonstone’s despatch of ttie 6th of July 
1811, on a like occasion, are precisely applicable to the state at which the nego- 
tiation has now arrived, and they are strengthened and confirmed by. the renewed 
failure of every attempt to influence the judgment or feelings of the Vizier. 
Even admitting that his Excellency were induced by a repetition: of* our 
demands, whether accompanied or not by sucha menace, to give a reluctant 
assent to the measure generally, it is obvious that no vigilance or care would 
suffice to prevent him from frustrating it in detail, without a.complete infraction 
of that part of the:stipulation which provides that the reform shall be carried into 
effect by his Excellency and through his own officers. 


5. The conclusion appears to the Governor-General in Council to be inevi- 
table, namely, that the specific plan of reform proposed to the Vizier by Lord 
Minto must be relinquished, or insisted on as the alternative of a resolution on 
our part, which would amount to a dissolution. of the existing relations between 
the two States, 


6. The principles of justice and good faith, as well as of political expediency, 
appear to he Governor-General in Council to forbid the adoption of the latter 
course, and thus to impose on the British Government the necessity of desisting 
from the further prosecution of the object. 


7. While, however,. the relinquishment of the specific plan of reform, above 
referred to, is unavoidable, it by no means follows that the hope of introducing a 
reform into his Excellency’s administration, from which considcrable practicable 
benefit may arise, need be abandoned. 


8. There is, indeed, no doubt that a plan abstractedly of inferior ability and 
efficacy, in which the Vizier shall cordially concur, will in practice produce the 
beneficial results: contemplated by the British Government, better than the most 
judicious system of regulations which his Excellency might ostensibly adopt and 
secretly counteract. 


9. The Governor-General in Council has the satisfaction to think that the 
tenor of the Vizier’s letter to the Governor-General affords an opening for 
renewing the negotiation on this footing, and the Governor-General has accord- 
ingly addressed a reply to his Excellency, conceived in terms which are calcu- 
lated to encourage his Excellency to open his mind to you, and to state his 
own views in such a manner as to lay a foundation for the discussion and even- 
tual adoption of a plan, which though not embracing the full scope of the wise 
and beneficial system which has been recommended to him, may yet combine 
the advantages of a considerable practical improvement in the conduct of his 
administration and the condition of his subjects, with a cordial disposition on 
his own part to give it full effect. 


10. An English copy of the Governor-General’s letter is enclosed for your 
informatioa, and you will receive the original from the Persian Secretary. 


11. You will be pleased to accompany the delivery of the letter with a dis- 
course, on your own part, adapted to the spirit of its contents, and endeavour, 
ata method of courtesy and conciliation, to engage his Excellency to throw 
off that reserve which must ever be an obstacle to the success of any plan, and 
appears to have been fostered by. the controversial turn which the former discus- 
sions concerning the reform unfortunately but unavoidably assumed. 


12. The footing on which it is desired by the Governor-General in Council 
that the negotiation should be recommenced, will not tend, as the former natu- 
rally did, to generate asperity both of sentiment ard expression, which, unknown 
to the parties engaged in the discussion, must imperceptibly and unavoidably 
mix in a long protracted controversy, animated on one side by a sense of 
wounded pride, jealousy, and apprehension of the loss of independent antho- 
rity, and of the means of gratifying the passion of cupidity, and, on the other, 
by the more honourable feelings of ardent and honest zeal for the reputation of 
the allied Governments and the interests.of humanity. yO 


7Q 3. The 
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38, The object of .your endeavours should be, and his Lordship is Councit is. 
satisfied will be, to acquire the Vizier’s confidence, by shewing him that.you 
are-not seeking to, force any particular measure on him, but are desirous, of 
knowing what the Vizier himself suggests, that you may co-operate with. him 
in the details, if the general system be calculated to meet the object in view,. 
or state to him frankly the inefficacy of his plan if it be really delusive. 


14. It is particularly desirable to abstain from the expression of any suspicions 
of the Vizier’s sincerity. The indication of such a feeling must necessarily 
destroy all confidence, while, by awakening his pride and interest to the import- 
ance of acting up to the professions which he has made in his letter to the 
Governor-General, the ends of Government may be attained, if not to the 
utmost desirable extent, at least to such a degree as to ensure considerable prac- 
tical benefit. | 


15. While the Governor-General in Council is prepared to give up the 
attempt to prevail on the Vizier to adopt the particular system of administration 
which Government was desirous that he should adopt, and to be satisfied with 
one of a more imperfect character, it will still be essential to maintain in its 
full force the right of the British Government to satisfy itself of the propriety 
of affording the aid of its troops in support of the authority of his Excellency or 
the officers of his Government. The objections to the abandonment or com- 
promise of this right, under any circumstances short of the actual introduction 
into the Vizier’s dominions of a plan of administration which would preclude 
the hazard of the British troops being called on to act in support of oppression 
and injustice, are too obvious to require to be stated. 


16. The Governor-General in Council relies on the exertion of your utmost 
skill, address, and discretion, for the accomplishment of the views of Govern- 
ment, described in the foregoing paragraphs, and in the Governor-General’s letter 
to the Vizier. 


I have, &c. 


Fort-William, (Signed) J. Apam, 
25th March 1814. Secretary to Government. 





Ordered, That a letter from the Governor-General to the Vizier, in confor- 
mity to the terms of the following draft, be prepared in the office of the Persian 
Secretary, and transmitted to the Resident at Lucknow, to be by him presented 
to his Excellency. 


enacionewiederends 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 25th of March 1814.) 


The answer which I have had the honour to receive from your Excellency to 
my letter has been truly gratifying. In the first place, I feel sincerely the 
eagerness with which your Excellency seized the opportunity of doing what 
you believed would be acceptable, in my contemplation, respecting the family 
of Hooscin Alee Khan ; and I will say that I have real satisfaction in the measure 
adopted by your Excelleney, because I know it must redound to your repu- 
tation. 


I am equally thankful for what you are pleased to say on the subject of the 
reform in the administration of your affairs. When you meet me with such 


liberal frankness, I must be quite contident in your Excellency’s disposition ; 


and as I only wish the adoption of that spirit of government which has been 
recommended to you, I should ill meet your generous assnrances, did I urge any 
particular provision to which you had shewn repugnance. The precise system 
of arrangements suggested to your Excellency by my predecessor was pressed 
upon your consideration, because we ourselves had experienced all the prac- 
tical benefits of it in our territories, and we had reason to imagine thet a 
noble pride would have made your Excellency remain unsatisfied, if you had 
found that you had made a settlement in your dominions leas calculated to draw 
upon you the applause and blessings of your subjects than what exists In our 


provinces. If, in the acceptance of our counsel on that head, there be ought 
that 
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can appear to year Excellency @deregation from your digmity,. be persuaded 
repel could be ae wish. to sobpect you to a nful feeling, Pao not attach 
exclusive invportance to the special terms of the reform proposed, athough 1 
think it the most efficacious: all I wish from your Excellency’s wisdom is, that 
you will exptain fairly and undisguisedly to Major Baillie your objections to any 
of the intended articles, that you will condescend to state to him that whieh in 
your judgment would be preferable, and that you will methodise with him a 
plan that may be practically expedient. Only let us get rid of a necessity which 
cannot but be as mortifying to the feelings of your Excellency’s as it is to ours: 
I mean the constant call fs employing troops to extort the revenue, amid thé 
clamour of the multitude against harshness and oppressions. Nothing can be 
more remote from the disposition of your Excellency than such extremities ; 
and it is our perfect confidence in the rectitude of your mind in that respect, 
which has made us represent so repeatedly and so strongly the abuses committed 
by those acting under your orders, but pursuing a course utterly irreconcilable 


to the elevated dictates of your heart. — : 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 13th May 1814. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government. 
Sir: 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch under date 
the 25th ultimo, in answer to my letter of the 8th ultimo, and conveying a copy 
of a letter to be addressed to his Excellency the Vizier by his Excellency the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General on the important subject of a reform 


in the administration of His Excellency’ s Government. 


2. His Lordship in Counci] must be aware, as the records of my proceedings. 


at this Court, in a number of instances demonstrate, that the object of my 
negotiation with the Vizier bas never been exclusively that of obtaining his 
Excellency’s acquiescence in the specific plan of reform recommended to his 
adoption by Lord Minto, the details of which were submitted to his Excellency. 
by me in compliance with his particular desire, but on the contrary, that the 
alternative of devising a plan of his own has been uniformly im his Excellency’s 
choice, and that he has been repeatedly and earnestly entreated to communicate 
his sentiments with freedom on every objectionable part of the system proposed 
by Lord Minto, under an assnrance that they should all be withdrawn, and. that 
the cordial concurrence of his Excellency in the establishinent of any system of 
Government by which the condition of his subjects might be improved, and the 
revenue of his country collected, without the constant employment of our troops 
in support of rapacious Aumils, was all that our Government desired. 


3. It lias hitherto appeared to my judgment, that the Vizier’s repugnance to. 
reform has been chiefly to the principle, not the plan or the details, of the system. 
proposed to him, and that the exercise of justice and moderation in the settle- 
ment and collection of his revenues, especially as influenced by our advice, has 
been the object of his Excellcency’s aversion, more than any particular system or 
plan. 


4. Under this view of the subject, which my experience would indicate to be 
just, I cannot with confidence predict any immediate beneficial result from the 
renewal of the negotiation with his Excellency on the footing prescribed by the 
Government ; although his Lordship in Council may be assured that every faculty 


of my mind shall be exerted to the utmost possible extent, to give effect to his. 


benevolent purposes, in tht mantter explained by my iastructions. 


5. One advantage, and an essential aid, will be afforded to my future nego- 
tiations with the Vizier, by the terms of his Lordship’s letter to his Excellency, 
and of the instructions of the Government to me. | The alternative of his Excel- 
lency’s propeving a plaw of his own for the better administration of his affairs. 
and improving the cundition of his subjects, although suggested repeatedly 
be‘ove in the course of my discussions with his. Excellency, had never yet formed. 

the 
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ment, and I am disposed:to augur happy effects from the impression on his 
Excellency’s mind of an offer so liberal and friendly, conveyed directly to his. 
Excellency by the Right Honourable -the Governor-General, more particularly 
as accompanied by a resolution to adhere to the spirit of the declaration which. 
was formerly conveyed to his Excellency, regarding the employment of British 
troops in supporting the demands of his. Aumils.. 3 . 


6. On my receipt of the Persian letter I shall accompany the delivery of it to: 
the Vizier, with a suitable discourse on my own part adapted to the spirit of 
its contents, and I shall not fail to employ every power of conciliation that I. 
possess for the accomplishment of the purposes described in it. 


7. With a reference to the pension of Hoosein Alee- Khan, I am concerned to 
have occasion to report to you that no payment of this pension has been made 
since the 15th of December last, and that his Excellency the Vizier has declared 
to me his intention of suspending future payments on this account till. the 
amount of his former advances to Hoosein Alee Khan shall be liquidated. On 
my receipt and perusal of the Vizier’s letter to Lord Moira, in which the per- 
sonal attendance of Hoosein Alee Khan was required, I directed this respectable 
person to commence his attendance on the Vizier, with a view to: his Excel- 
leucy’s satisfaction, and Hoosein Alee Khan-has been regular in the performance 
of this duty to his sovereign for a period of nearly two months. 


Ihave, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baruurz, 
o8th April 1814. Resident. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, . 
The 27th Alay 1814. 
Ordered, That the following private letter from the Resident at Lucknow to 


from Resident at_ the Secretary be here recorded. 


Lucknow. 


eee 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government. 
My dear Adam: | 

I beg the favour of your reporting to Government that I presented Lord 
Moira’s letter to the Vizier on Wednesday last, and made a suitable speech to 
his Excellency on the occasion. He complained of indisposition so much 
that I could not detain him long at the conference, nor could I urge him to make 
any communication in answer to the Governor-General’s letter or to my remarks 
on the subject of it. He observed mercly, after 1 had read the letter, that it 
contained happy tidings, and that he ascribed those happy tidings zo me. I 
understand, however, that shortly after I quitted the palace, his Excellency 
made a handsome present to Hukeem Mehdee, to demonstrate his Excel- 
lency’s sense of the fortunate termination to which the Hukeem’s counsels have 
at length brought the question of reform. 

The complaint by which his Excellency is occasionally afflicted does not by 
his own account affect his appetite or his vigour in the smallest degree, and 
the general opinion ascribes it to be a desire in his Excellency’s mind of sus- 
pending all business with me till the approach of my Lord Moira to this 


country. 

I have myself been very. unwell since Wednesday last, and this is the first day 
that I could have sat up long enough to write to you what is here written. 

There is no matter for an official letter, and therefore I trust that this will 


be received in its stead. 
Iam, &c. 


Lucknow, | | (Signed) J. Barixre. 
6th May 1814. , To 
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To John Monckton, Esq., Persian Secretary to Government. 
Sir: . | 
1. [have the honour of transmitting to you an arzee to the address of his Excel- 
lency the Right Honourable the Governor-General received from Mirza Hoosein 
Alee Khan, son of the late Nawaub Ameer-ood-Dowlah Hyder Beg Khan. 


Q. The principal subject of the arzee having been treated at considerable 
length in the 3d paragraph of my despatch to the Political Department, undcr 
date the 31st December last, it seems unnecessary to renew it on this occasion. 
The eventual demand by his Excellency the Vizier of the sums of money which 
were given or lent to Hoosein Alce Khan, for the purpose of subsisting his family 
till the ultimate decision of the question depending between the two Govern- 
ments regarding him, unless compensated in the manner which he suggests in 
his arzee to the Right Honourable the Governor-General, must be productive of 
the greatest distress to this respectable person and to his family, and motives of 
humanity impel me to recommend the prayer of his petition to the favourable 
notice of the Government. | 

I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Barcure, 

@lst March 1814. Resident. 





From Hoosein Alee Khan. (Received the 30th March 1814.) 


Through the boundless kindness of the British Government, I have obtained 
from his Excellency the Vizier, in consideration of the claims of my late father, 
an allowance of 2,000 rupees per mensem ; namely, 1,500 for myself, and 500 
for the support of the other members of my father’s family. Everv due consi- 
deration has, indeed, been shewn towards me, and I am utterly unable to express 
iny gratitude for the favours which I have received. May the Almighty long 
preserve your Lordship on the seat of power and greatness, to rule over the 
world and relieve the wants of mankind. I have transmitted for your Lordship a 
nuzzur of five gold mohurs, your acceptance of which will conter the highest 
honour on me. 


From the tenor of some conversation which lately passed between his Excel- 
lency the Vizier and Major Baillie on the subject of my debt, it may be inferred 
that it is in contemplation to deduct the amount of my debt from my monthly 
allowance. 


The real state of the case is as follows: His Excellency the Vizier has 
advanced money to me at different times to the amount of 10,000 rupees, as a 
loan to be repaid at my convenience ; but, on the other hand, the gardens, bazars, 
and other valuable eee of my late father, have been under attachment 
for a period of nearly ten years, and the revenues of them during that time have 
been received by his Excellency. It will, therefore, be an act of justice, and 
one which { cuafidently hope from the liberality of the two Governments will 
be carried into effect, if his Excellency the Vizier would pay to Akbur Alec 
Khan and myself, in equal shares, the amount which has been received from the 
above-mentioned possessions, in the same manner as the British Government paid 
to us, im equal proportions, the amount of arrears due on account of the com- 
pensation for the Sayer of Garhettie. This would enable me to discharge the 
debt in question. 


Moreover, adverting to the conversation above-mentioned, I am apprebeusive 
that hereafter 1 shall not experience the favour of his Excellency the Viaier: I 
therefore hope from your Lordship's kindness, that you will be pleased to give 
strong igjunctions to whoever may be the Resident at this Court to afford me 
his assistance, in order to ensure to me the payment of my fixed stipend, and 
in all other affairs in which his interference may be required; so that having 
no cause of anxiety, I and my numerous family may be unceasingly oecupied in 
ng for the prosperity of the British Government. Further partioulars will 

€ communicated to your Lordship by Major Baillie. 


A true translation : 
(Signed) A. C. Motoyy, 
Deputy Secretary. 
7R To 
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«. To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at- Lucknow.-’ - ' 
irs ., 

1. A translation of the arzee addressed to the Governor-General by Hoosein. 
‘Alee Khan, and transmitted to the Persian Secretary's Office with your letter of 
the 2ist March, having been submitted to the Governor-General in Council, I 
am directed to communicate to you the following remarks and instructions on the 
subject of his representation, referring at the same time to your despatch to my 
address, under date the 28th ultimo, which was duly received and submitted to 
Government. | | 


2. The resolution expressed by the Vizier to withhold payment of the stipend 
granted to Hoosein Alee Khan until the amount of the advance made to that 
person by his Excellency at various times shall be replaced, has excited the 
regret of the Governor-General in Council, who was led to hope, from the tenor 
of his Excellency’s last letter to the Governor-General, that it would be’ paid 
without deduction from the date on which his Excellency had agreed that it 
should commence. : | 


3. His Lordship in Council infers, from the tenor of your letter of the 28th 
of April and from Hooseiti Alee Khan’s arzee, that his Excellency does not 
inean to demand payment of the amount of the bond to Almass Alee Khan, 
mentioned in a former despatch froin you under date the 31st December 1813, 
and that his Excellency’s present views are limited to the recovery of the sums 
advanced for Hoosein Alee Khan’s subsistence, amounting, as the latter states, 
to about 10,000 rupees. Although even this deduction is considered by the 
Governor-General in Council to be, under all the circumstances of the case, 


oppressive and unjust, and at variance with the spirit of his promise to the 


Governor-General, it is still a sum which may be paid by instalments by Hoosein 
Alee Khan without material pressure upon him. 


4. The Governor-General in Council, however, is pleased to desire, that you will 
take some favourable opportunity of representing to the Vizier the disappoint- 
ment which you fear may be experienced by the Governor-General in Council 
at this demand, and of insinuating the degree in which the enforcement of it 
may diminish the reputation of generosity and humanity which should attend 
his Excellency’s late boon. On this ground you will endeavour to prevail on 
his Excellency to reconsider his resolution, if his Excellency cannot be prevailed 
on to remit the demand altogether, which however the Governor-General in 
Council trusts may be the case. You will endeavour to obtain his consent to. 


an arrangement for the gradual liquidation of the debt by small instalments, 


which may still leave to Hoosein Alee Khan the means of comfortable sub- 
sistence on the remainder of the stipend, until the whole shall be paid off. The 
Governor-General in Council is not awate on what ground of equity and fairness 
his Excellency can oppose an arrangement of this nature. 


5. Referrin gto your despatch of the 28th April, I am directed to inform you 
that the Governor-General in Council suspends any observations on that part of . 
it which relates to the question of reform, until he shall receive a further com- 
munication from you, after the Vizier shall have made known the result of his 
deliberations on the subject of the Governor-General’s letter to his Excellency 
of the 25th March. 

I have, &c. 


Fort- William, (Signed) J. ADAM, 
97th May 1814. Secretary to Government. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 


The 19th July 1814. , 
Extract Letter from J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow, to His Excellenc 
the Honourable Sir George Nugent, Bart., K. B., Vice-President in Council, 
&c. &c. &c., dated 11th i; uly 1814. 
Para. 1. With genuine concern I announce to your Excellency in Council the - 
sudden and dnexpected demise of his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier, at eleven 


o'clock p.m. this instant, the 11th of July. EXTR ACT 
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EXTRACT BENGAL. POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
3 The 26th July 1814, —— 
To his Excellency the Honourable Sir G. Nugent, Bart., K.B., Vice-President 
in Council, &c. &c. &c. 

Honourable Sir : 
* [have the honour of submitting, for your gerne in Council’s informa: 
tion, the accompanying duplicate of a despatch which I have this day addressed 
to his Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor-General. 


I have, &c. 





Lucknow, (Signed) J. Barcxte. 
8th July 1814. | Resident. 
To his Excellency the Right Honourable Francis Earl of Moira, K.G., Governot- 
c we. : General, &c. &c. &c. | 
My Lord : 


1. No event of material: importance has occurred in this city since my 
despatch to your Lordship’s address of the 12th instant at noon.* 


9. My Hurkarras and news«writers, who were placed in attendance on the 
Nawaub Shums-ood-Dowlah and Hukecem Mehdee Alee Khan, and in several quar- 
ters of the city, as well as with the principal commanders of troops in the service 
of this Government, have transmitted hourly reports to me of the most satis- 
factory nature ; and though I have reccived no intelligence hitherto of the 
proceedings of Aumils at a distance, 1 have every reason to believe that the 
peace and tranquillity of the country have not suffered any interruption, and 


are by no means likely to be disturbed by the change in the head of the 
Government. 


8. Under this promising aspect of affairs, I have addressed another letter to 
General Stafford, a copy of which is enclosed; and I have authorized the 
removal of the greatest part of our troops from the palace, leaving five com- 
panies of sepoys as a guard of honour to the Nawaub, and for the protection of 
the public treasury and other property of the State. 


4. I returned from the palace myself at two o'clock in the afternoon of 
yesterday, after adopting every necessary precaution for the safety of his High- 
ness’s person, and for the regular exercise of his authority over all the branches 
of his household, in the manner suggested by myself and readily acquiesced in 
by his Excellency, with a view to satisfy and give confidence to the minds of 
his brothers, relations, and dependants. 


5. I:had the honour of breakfasting with his Excellency to-day, and found 
every thing at the palace as I wished it. The Nawaub Shums-ood-Dowlah, 
however, evinced an extraordinary design of retaining the keys of the treasury 
which were formerly entrusted to his charge; and refused to deliver them to a 
person whom his eldest brother had deputed with my concurrence to receive 
them. This circumstance connected and combined with the former conduct of 
Shums-ood-Dowlah might have created a necessity for the adoption of measures 
which I was most anxious to avoid; and it is satisfactory to me to be enabled to 
add, that this necessity has been entirely superseded by the subsequent delivery 
of the keys to a native servant of my own, and by a message from the Nawaub 
Shums-ood-Dowlah demonstrative of implicit submission, and of his reliance 
on the justice of our Government. 


6. T have genuine pleasure in reporting to your Lordship to-day, what should 
properly have been mentioned to you yesterday, that the deportment of his 
Excellency the present Vizier in the elevated rank and station to which it. has 
pleased Providence to raise him, through the aid of the British Government, and 
under the influence of its principles of justice, has since the moment of. his 
father’s demise been dignified and becoming in the extreme, and has evinced a 
sincere disposition to be guided in every respect by your Lordship’s friendly 
ae and to do nothing without my approbation till your Lordship’s pleasure be 

nown. 

7. I had 


soe This et as descriptive only of the Resident's arrangements for ensuring the peaceable 
accession of the new Vizier, has been omitted, as has also the answer to it, dated 23d July 1814, 
Conveying the Governor-General’ approbation of those arrangements. 
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7. Thad aconference with his Highness this morning which lasted from nine 
o’clock until one, and much of the public business which had lain over for 
several months, in consequence of his futher’s indisposition, was settled to our 
mutual satisfaction. Among the topics of discussion at our conference, the 
payment of the pension of Hoosein Alee Khan without deduction, and of the 
provisions for the dependants of Tuhseen Alee Khan, was cheerfully agreed to 
by the Nawaub. His liberality was also extended to the women and nominal 
children of the late Nawaub Asuf-ood-Dowlah, whose clamours are ha pily at 
an end: and asa spontaneous act of grace and benevolence, a proposal which 
I had intended to submit for the release of many hundreds of prisoners confined 
in the jails of Lucknow unjustly, or without any adequate cause, was anticipated 
to my joy by the Nawaub, and will be carried into immediate effect. A most 
vexatious and oppressive tax which had recently been imposed by the Vizier 
on the transit of money in small sums for domestic purposes through the capital 
to interior districts of the country was abolished, at my suggestion, and 
some improvements in the police of the city were no sooner hinted at by me 
than they were cheerfully and eagerly acquiesced in. 


8. In short, it appears to my judgment, on the strongest and most satisfac- 
tory grounds, that the elevation of the Nawaub Refaut-ood-Dowlah to the 
musnud is destined by Providence to prove a blessing to the hitherto greatly 
oppressed and unhappy people of Oude, and to every description of its inbabi- 
tants, as well as to facilitate in an extraordinary degree the accomplishment of 
your Lordship’s just views with a reference to the Vizier’s Government and to the 
future administration of its affairs. 


9. I take this opportunity of submitting to the notice of your Lordship a 
copy and translation of a purwannah which was circulated to the Aumils and 
other public functionaries, civil and military, in Oude, on the accession of the 
present Nawaub to the musnud. A copy of my circular instructions to the 
commanding-officers of our troops at the severai distant stations is also trans- 
mitted by this despatch. 


19. An appropriate arzee has been addressed by the Nawaub Refaut-ood- 
Dowlah to her Highness the Bhow Begum, and forwarded in a letter to her 
Highness from me by a messenger whom 1 deputed for that purpose to 
Fyzabad. 


11. I shall have the honour of addressing your Lordship again when any 
thing occurs to be reported, and I have the honour to be, &c. 


Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Batzcie, 
13th July 1814. Resident. 


P.S. It occursto me to submit for your Lordship’s early consideration the 
propriety of his Highness the Nawaub’s transmitting an arzee to the King of 
Dehli, announcing his accession to the musnud of Oude under the auspices of 
the British government, and conveying such other expressions as your Lordship’s. 
wisdom may prescribe. 

(Signed) J. Barxuiz, 
Resident. 





To Major General Stafford, commanding the Troops in the Field, Cawapore. 


Sir : 
1. [ have the honour to acknowledge the receiptof yoor letter of gy date, 
and I solicit your acceptance of my thanks for the readiness which you have been 
pleased to evince in coniplying with the suggestions which { offered to you. 


2. Lhave now the satisfaction of informing you, that the authority of his 
Highness the Nawaub Refaut-ood-Dowlah would appear to .be happily .ac- 
knowledged andestablished, not only in his capital and its environs but also 
in che surrounding districts, and that I am no g, enh of a necessity for 
the measure which I suggested to you yesterday , gh ithe stall adviealtc, 
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in my judgment, to maintain the native troops at your station in a state of Bengal Political 
preparation for movement, till the end of the present month, or till I have the era tierts 
honour again of addressing you. eae 


I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Bar.u1eg, 
1Sth July 1814. Resident.. 
Purwannah to the Aumils issued 12th July 1814. Purwannsh. 


On the 22d of Rujub 1229 Hijjuree, the Nawaub Wuzeer-ool-Momalik 
Yumeen-oad-Dowlah Nazim-ool-Moolk Saadut Alee Khan Behadur Mobarez 
Jung departed from this transitory world, and I ascended the musnud of Oude, 


as my just and hereditary right, through the favour and support of the British ’ 
Government. 


You are therefore commanded to continue in discharge of the duties of your 
office, and to execute them with diligence and circumspection, confiding in the 
favour of the Presence, and omitting nothing that may tend to the prosperity 
of the public concerns. You will be particularly careful to prevent the Z emin- 
dars, or other seditious persons, from exciting disturbances in your district, and 
your strict observance of these orders will entitle you to particular favour. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
Resident. 


: Circular. Letter 
To the Commanding Officers of the ‘Troops at Seetaporc, Buhramgath, Secrora, sally 
Sultanpore, aud Purtaubgurh. 
Sir : 
1. I deem-it to be proper to apprize you of the melancholy event of the death 
of his Excellency the late Nawaub Vizier, and the accession of his Excellency’s 
eldest son, the Nawaub Refaut-ood-Dowlah, to the musnud. You will be 
leased to announce the latter event to the public by a royal! salute of artillery to 
e fired in honour of the occasion immediately on your receipt of this despatch. 


2. The occurrences which have thus been announced to you cannot fail of 
themselves to suggest every possible degree of vigilance and caution to preserve 
the public tranquillity in the districts contiguous to your station. ‘The troops 
to be holden in readiness to march at the shortest possible notice, and every 
circumstance of moment, or that may seem to be deserving of notice, to be 
regularly reported to me. 


I have, &c. 





Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
12th July 1814. Resident. 
To his Excellency the Honourable Sir George Nugent, Bart., K. B., Vice- Letter 
President in Council, &c. &c. &c. ea hacahiy Bt 
ucknow. 
Honourable Sir: 
I have the honour of transmitting, for your Excellency in Council's information, 
the accompanying duplicate of a despatch which I have this day addressed to 
his Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor-General. 
| I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Bartuute, 
15th July 1814. Resident. 
To his Excellency the Right Honourable Francis Earl of Moira, K. G., : ey 
Governor-General, &c. &c. &c. deal reenaen ue 
My Lord: | | 


_ 4. The peace of this city and the os of the country around it con- 
tinue to be perfectly undisturbed, and the qePPy effects of the measures regard- 
aie 78 ing 
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ing the policd of the metropolis, awd of some other sabordimte. arrangements: 
whith } sayggested to his Highngss.the Nawaub, are’ alveady: very apparcnt.. 
The reports of the commanding-officers of our troops: at .th® several: stations: 
in the interior, which have hithesto reaelied me, are also of a nature the most 


favourable. 


2. T breatfasted with his Highness the Nawaub yesterday by ‘appbintinent, to 
assist him in receiving visits of condolence from the two brothers of the King, 
who reside in the metropolis, and who offered their visit thus early in cheerful 
compliance with my request. 

3. The ceremonies of the seyoom, or third. day after the death ofa Mussul- 
man, were performed at the grave of the late Nawaub Vizier in the morning,, 
and the principal personages and persons who attended at that cerencny’ were’ 
afterwards admitted to breakfast in the palace, and received’ assurances of pro-. 
tection aud favour from me, in the name of the young Nawaub, and by his own 
particular desire. 


4. His Highness seems desirous, indeed, of making your Lordship's represen- 
tative at his Court the organ as well as the adviser of all the public measures of 
his administration, and the medium of conveying his wishes and commands to 
his brothers, relations, and dependants, as well as to the servants of his Govern- 
ment, addressing me frequently by the appellation of his uncle and protector, 
oe entreating my assistance as indispensable to the successful conduct of his 
affairs. 


5. When the princes and other visitors had taken their leave, his Highness and I 
had a conference for the transaction of public business which lasted till one in 
the afternoon ; and almost all the minor questions that depended between the 
British Government and the late Vizier, and had heretofore proved. s@ vexatious 
to both, have now been most happily adjusted, in the spirit of your Lordship’s 
commands and to my entire satisfaction. 


6. This morning I rode ont with the Nawaub to Constantia, the louse’ of 
the late General Martin, to assist his Highness in directing the: arrangements 
proposed to be made for your Lordship’s accommodatiow at Constantia, where: 
he had heard me announce to his father that your ’xcellency wished to reside. 
We returned to the palace on the same elephant by the Nawaub’'s pasticular 
desire; and after breakfast his Highness held a durbar, for the purpose of confer- 
ring khillats of encouragement on his brothers, relations, and dependants, and 
on all the public servants of the State. 


7. The durbar was universally attended by every individual who had been 
summoned to it, with the single exception of Shuins-oed-Dowlah, who persisting 
with apparent sincerity in his professions of submission to our Government and 
of compliance with my wishes and destres, has declared his unalterable reso- 
lution of avoiding the presence of his brother, and disavowing any other superior 
than your Lordship or your representative at Lucknow. 


8. It appears to my judgment at present, though my mind be not entirely 
nade up on the sulyject, and cannot be so of course till I have personal commu- 
nication with Shums-ood-Dowlah, that the removal of this Nawaub to some 
place within the Honourable Company’s provinces muy be ultimately found to 
be expedient, if not indispensable to the peace of his own mind and to his elder 
brother’s satisfaction; but I do not feel the smallest apprehension of the public 
tranquillity being disturbed by his continued residence in this city, where he has 
no longer any partizans or adherents. Hukeem Mehdee, on whom he chiefly 
relied, has confirmed the opinion which I had long formed of this Aumil, by 
deserting the cause of his protector, and professing himself the willmg slave of 
our Government. His professions and personal interests comeciding on the 
present occasion, I believe the former to be sincere, and have received them as 


such from him ih person. 
g. The retirement of Shums-ood-Dowlah from office may be considered to 


create a necessity, and affords a favourable opportunity for the appotitment of 


an efficient minister of subordinate rank to conduct the details of this Government 
| | in 


™/. 
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in concurrence with the Resident; ‘and U shall take an early opportumity of ascer- 
taining the semtiments ‘of the Nawaub en this: importantrquestion, and submitting 
them with my‘own opinion for your Lordsbip’s mative consixteration. 


10. The highly becoming conduct of the Nawaub Nuseer-ood-Dowlah from 
the moment of liis father’s demise, and particularly his professions of attachment 
to the British Government, on tlre sincerity! of which I have reason to rely, com- 
bined with the knowledge which he possesses of such of the concerns of. this 
Government as have hitherto been entrusted to his charge, suggest the expe- 
diency of his continuance in the discharge of his present duties, for which ‘he 
seems sufficiently qualified, and whictr his brother seems disposed to consign to 
him. 


11. Nothing further occurs to me at present as deserving of particular report or 
requiring your Lordship’s consideration [I deem it proper to submit to your 
notice the enclosed copy of a letter which I addressed: to Colonel D’Auverone,,. 
commanding the troops at this station, on the occasion of my authorizing hia 
recall of the British troops from the palace. : 


I have, &c. 
T.ucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Baruete, 
Loth July 1814. Resident. 


To Colonel D’Auvergne, commanding the Troops at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

1, The important and inomentous object, for the successful accomplishment of 
which I considered it to be my duty to require your attendance with the troops 
under your eommand at the palace of his Excellency the Vizier, being now 
happily effected’ by: the elevation of the Nawaub Refaut-ond-Dowlah to the 
musnud, and the esteblishment of his Highness’s authority in the city and 
neivhbouring districts, you will be pleased: to withdraw the troops to canton- 
ments, leaving five companies of scpoys as a guard of honour to the prince, and 
to protect the public property of the State which is deposited in apartments of the 
palace. 


2, I take this opportunity to: convey to you the high sense which F entertain 
of yoar zealous and judicious conduct in the command of the troops at Lueknow 
on the recent momentous occasion, and to solicit your acceptance of my best and 
most gratefat acknowledgements for the essential aid and support which your 
conduct has afforded to my measures. 


3. You will be pleased to convey, in my name, to Lieutenant-Colonel Lyons, 
vour second in command, and to all the other officers and soldiers, the expression 
of my entire approbation of their conduct, and of the exemplary discipline and 
good order which they evinced while employed on duty at the palace. 


4. The just tribute of approbation and applause of the general state of disci- 
pline of the troops under your command has been already conveyed to you, on 
more than one occasion at Lucknow, by the most respectable military authori- 
ties; and it may be gratifying to your feelings, though unimportant to your 
professional reputation, to be assured of my entire and cordial concurrence in 
the sentiments expressed by those authorities. 


T have, &e. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAILLIE. 
13th July 1814, Resident. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
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To J. Monckton, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government. 
Sit: | : 
Tam dirécted to transmit to you, for the information of his ExceHency the 
Vice-President in Council, the accompanying copy of instructions addressed 
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this day, under the authority of his Excellency the Governor-General, to the 
Resident at Lucknow, in reply to his despatches dated the 13th and 15th instant, 
as also his subsequent despatches dated 18th and 23d instant, containing a con-. 
tinuation of his reports of events and transactions at that Court since the demise 
of the late Vizier and the establishment of his successor on the musnud of Oude. 


I have, &c. 


Monghier, (Signed) J. ADAM, 
Ist August 1814. Secretary to Goverment. 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: : 
1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches. dated the 13th 
and 15th instant, containing a continuation of your report of events and trans- 
actions at Lucknow since the demise of the late Vizier and the establishment of 
his successor on the musnud of Oude. : 


2. The accomplishment of the latter event without the ‘slightest interruption 
of the public tranquillity, and the general satisfaction with which it appears to 
have been attended, are circumstances which have affurded a high degree of gra- 
tification to the mind of his Excellency the Governor-General, while the favour- 
able disposition and character of the new prince, manifested in the early actsof his 
Government, and his apparent determination to regulate his public conduct by 
the salutary counsels of the British Government, afford the most flattering pros- 
pects of the wisdom, prosperity, and success of his future administration. 


3. The Governor-General receives the early and willing compliance of his 
Excellency with the wishes of the British Government, on several of the ques- 
tions which were so long and fruitlessly agitated with the late Vizier, as a strong 
and gratifying proof of his friendship and regard for the Honourable Company. 


4. I have already had the honour to signify to you, in general terms, the appro- 
bation with which your conduct and proceedings during the late crisis have been 
viewed by the Governor-General. lis Lordship directs me to repeat the 
assurances of his high approbation of the vigilance, foresight, and circumspec- 
tion of the measures adopted by you at the moment of the late Vizier’s demise for 
the preservation of the public tranquillity, which must speedily have checked and 
overawed any disposition which might have existed to insurrection, or opposition 
tothe establishment of the legitimate successor. Your personal exertions at the 
same time and subsequently, as reported in your despatches, equally demand the 
expression of his Lordship’s approbation. 


5. I now procecd to state to you the observations which have occurred to the 
Governor-General on a point which appears to his Excellency to be of most 
urgency, in point of time, among those adverted to in your despatches, namely, 
the expediency of his Excellency the Vizier addressing an arzee to his Majesty 
the King of Delhi, announcing his accession to the musnud of Oude under the 
auspices of the British Government. 


6. You will have observed, that in the letters of condolence and congratula- 
tion which the Governor-General has transmitted to the Nawaub Refaut-ood- 
Dowlah, his Lordship has addressed him by the title of Vizier of the empire. 
In addressing the Nawaub by that title, his Lordship was influenced both by his 
conviction of the propriety of that prince’s immediate assumption ofa title which 
has become virtually hereditary in his family without awaiting the result of any 
communication with the Court of Delhi, and by the corresponding line of con- 
duct recommended to the late Vizier on his accession. Lis Lordship presumes 
that the Nawaub Refaut-ood-Dowlah will have assumed the title of Vizier. 


7. It will be proper, nevertheless, as an act of courtesy, for his Excellency to 
address an arzee to the King, announcing. his elevation to. the inusnud and 
honours of his ancestors, under the aid of the British Government, but ‘carefully 
avoiding any expression which will bear the construction of seeking or acknew- 
leding the necessity of his Majesty's confirmation of his title. | - 
8. It 
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- 8 It may be expected that the King will proffer the grant of the title of 
Vizier in the usual forms ; in which case it is not judged expedient that his Ex- 
cellency should «decline it. After what is above stated, it would be superfluous 
to add any injunctions regarding the care and attention to be observed in draw- 
ing up his Excellency’s letter to the King, which will, of course, be done in 
concert with you. 


9. The Governor-General has derived peculiar satisfaction from observing 
the perfect cordiality which subsists between you and the Nawaub, and the confi- 
dence which his Excellency reposes in your friendship and advice. His Lord- 
ship is assured that it will be a primary object of your endeavours to preserve that 
cordiality and confidence unimpaired ; and the judgment which his Lordship has 
been enabled to form with regard to the character of the Vizier from the first acts 
of his Government permits his Lordship to indulge a hope, that he will continue 
10 perceive his own true interest and the welfare of his people to be best con- 

sulted by a liberal, frank, and ingenuous attention to the counsels of the British 
Government, conveyed through its representative at Lucknow, delivered with 
firmness, but with respect and moderation, and with imvariable regard to the 
relative situations of the parties, and to the limits of independence on the one 
side and control on the other, prescribed by the treaty and by the result of the 
subsequent negotiation at Lucknow. By a course of conduct framed on the 
foregoing principles, aided by your zealous, able, and cordial co-operation and 
advice, his Excellency the Vizier cannot fail to obtain the love of his people, the 
respect of surrounding States, and the approbation of his own conscience. 


10. Since the preceding paragraphs were written, your despatches dated respec- 
tively the 18th and 23d ultimo, have becn received. The submission of the 
Nabob Shunis-ood-Dowlah to the authority of the Vizier, and the reconciliation 
effected between the two brothers, have afforded his Excellency great satisfac- 
tion. Any observations which may be suggested by this event, or which may 
occur-tu his Excellency generally concerning the conduct and situation of the 
Nawaub Shuins-ood-Dowlah, arc reserved for a future occasion. 


I have, &e. 


Monghier, (Signed) J. ADAM, 
Ist August 1814. Secretary to Government. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 16th September 1814. 


To his Excellency the Honourable Sir G. Nugent, Bart. K. B., Vice-President 
in Council, &e. &c. Ke. 
Honourable Sir: : 
[have the honour of transmitting, for your Excellency in Council’s informa- 
tion, the accompanying duplicate of a despatch which I have this day addressed 
to the Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political Department. =~ 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. BAtLLILE. 
2d September 1814. | Resident. 





To John Adam, Esq , Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political 
. 3 Department. | 
Sir: 

1. Be pleased to submit to the notice of his Excellency the Right Honoura- 
ble the Governor-General the enclosed copy of a letter (circular) which I have 
addressed to the commanding officers of the stations of Seetapore, Sultanpore, and 
Purtaubgurh, in compliance with the requisition of his Excellency the Vizier, for 
the purpose of supporting his Excellency’s measures of reforin in the assessment 
acd collection of his revenues, which were announced by his proclamation. to 
commence with the cnsuing Fusly year, as reported in my despateh to the 
Governor-General under date the 20th of July last. 3 


7 T °. Considerable 
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2. Considerable balances of revenue forthe curvent and. preceding Fusly years 
having been stated by his Excellency the ‘Vizier, on the authority of unquess 
tionable documents sybmitted, to my personal investigation, to be justly due ta 
his Government in several districts of his domjnions, patticularly in those districts 
which are contiguous. to the stations. of Sultanpore and, Poytaybgurh, I, have 
deemed it to be my duty to offer the support of cur comipanding fcr at those 
stations, ancl eventually the aid of our.troops for.the recovery of those balances 
of revenue; and the measures which I have adopted with this view, as detailed 
in the accompanying copies of my correspondence with Colonel Frith and Major 
Richards, will, 1 trust, receive the approbation of his Excellency the Right 
Honourable the Governor-Generdl, . : | 


_ $. [take this opportunity of apprizing you, for his Lordship’s information, 
thata battalion of regular sepoys, and also a battalion of nujeebs in the service of 
his Excellency the Vizier, which were ‘stationed in the district of Khyrabad, 
having mutinied against their officers and the local authority of the Governméne 
in the district to which they belonged, and proceeded in a disorderly manner 
to Lacknow, Have been, at my suggestion, dismissed from his Excellency’s 
service, ‘aril required to surrender their arms, with the ordnance and military . 
stores attached to the regular battaliqn. I am happy to be enabled to add, that 

the measure of .the disbandment of those corps, recommended by me to the 
Vizier, bas been carried into complete effect in the most satisfactory manner, 
without atiy material resistance’ on the part of the mutinous troops, ‘and unat- 


tended"by the smallest disturbance in the city. 


Ihave, &c. 


Lucknow, 4 (Signed) J. Baru, 
2d September 1814. . = Re | Resident. 





To Lieutenant-Colonel Burrell, commanding the Troops at Seetapore. 
Sir: 


7 1. My letter (circular) under date the 22d ultimo, and the proclamation 
eonyeyed by that letter, will have necessarily served to apprize you of the 


> 


general nature of the arrangements proposed by his Excellency, the Vizier for the 

settlement and collection of his revenues. | a —- 
2. I have now the honour to inform you, that with a view to carry those 

arrangements into effect, his Excellency has. been pleased to appoint the 


- yndermentioned persons Ameens to the several districts of his dominions which 


are contiguous to the station of Seetapore, and comprehended in the Zillah of 
Khyrabad, which remains, as heretofore, ‘under the general superintendence and 


. management: of Hukeem Mehdee Alee Khan, late Aumil of ; Khyrabad aca 
. Mobuindee, viz. ot a Ee a 


, . Districts... - Sea Ameens.. . we ne 
! Khryrabad a.ccsncecnscovccsspenmen:, Rufee Alege Khaa, £ west - ; 
.Khyree Pep eocodnedocchocoperensdey, Meer Muhmogod, as ae 
Koondree,. &c. .....cccceseceeees Junguikishore, a, 
Belgram CODD adECeE Deed aoe Cee OE: Buk it Maul Cae ee eee ee 
Lahurpore Coop ode boodaeecereHdgns Sheikh. Wuzeer. Mohuwmudl. 
ADNorereh oecccescasasecscveppowss: Ahmud Alege Khao... Be 63 * 
Gopamow, Ke. .crsececocorepege: Age daw) dia ada fal 8 
: ‘Butwer. © oem depondvedregs codeccs Aboo ‘Kaleb, Khan ipide rere 


Bhurwarel .....ccccccccecessseee SVE Mohummud 


- -§.-Those Ameens-have ‘been severally furnished: with explicit: aod, particular 
instructions for the guidance of their conduct. in prepering end submitting a 
scheme of a. just settlement of the revenue for the, engung Fugly: year, and 
they hare beendirected to proceed to choir districts, withthe deast practicable 
ple dehy phen 


a 
cis gh plschar teaageracd. ote pte 


delay, ee o 


reo. 
‘ 4 ‘ 
pete? » wa aay “ff 


t 
‘ 
‘ i 
te 


_ 4 T transmit! for yollr inforthation’ and” guidaqee the Beieleised: ‘cepy”and 
* }ranslation of a sétod neat ict, ser Hit veal OPE leticy thie! Printer, 


“addressed to’ dhe “HveHUE ORIGUH "and! Hindhaldérs” GF che’ disttitts “to "which 
| Ameens have beelt appoitdtdds'Lorttaaainy their ‘wttefdaticd oh the Adteeds Mand 


conveying 


. OHDE-RAPERY. bap 


cowre ying such further :orders.as seem necessary for the speedy, end successful, Be wel 
omplishment of the objeces comuuitsed tothose,Ameens.. i at 


| Fe ete ecg » 181 
5. You will be pleased’ ¢6 ‘atfitd “Ybor Support to: the persons-above-named in Later 
the proper diecharge of heir’ duties, and to comply with their ev@tual requisi- tom" Haditent at 
tiong for the, aid of détachmeiits ‘of ‘the troops, in such cases as may appear to ‘Luthio’ 
require it, with ¢ view to maintain their authority in the districts committed to 
theircharge, ee — 

6 A separate letter. of ‘introduttion to your notice has been given to each of 
the prircipal Ameens above-mentioned, wha will.present the letter in person or 
transmit it by a confidential agent, to be defipted for the purpose of conveying 
to you every necessary degree of information regarding the state of the district 
at large, and a particular explanation tegarding the circumstances which may 
eventually appear to require the employment of the British troops in “tupport of 






eSaow ®t 
o #1 

‘ 

eo 


Pas 


the authority of the Ameen. a 
| | | I have, &c. se and 
(Signed) J. Barrurg,. 

: Resident. 


Lucknow, | “ 
-g7th August 1814. + * 





' Lm 


" Protlamation uniter the Great Seal of his Excellency the Vizier. _" Proclamation. 
Be it known to the Chowdries, Canoongoes, Zemindars, Putwarries, culti-e 
vators, Ryots, and peasantry at large of perguonah ~........,, Phat whereas the 
prosperity and happiness of my subjects must ever. form the leading objects of 
my care, I have, therefore, at this auspicious season, determined to introduce in 
my dominiors a systent of future arrangement, by which the Zemindars and 
cultivators being secure from the unjust exactions of Aumils and farmers, aay 
with confidence proceed in the improvement and cultivation of their lands,’ 
paying the just revenues of Government on the real produce of their lands 
agreeably to an established kistbundee, without failare or delay, and be- in a 
no way8 liable to the tyranny, oppression, or extortion of any farmers or <«‘. - .: 
Tehsildars, that thus the revenues and resources ‘of the country inay be yearly 
increased, and the cultivation of the lands be so extended and improved, that 
i procéss of time no uncultivated land shall remain’ in my dorninions, ‘and 
that the frequent insurrections and commotious by which the landholders and 
peasantry are ruined, the expenses of the Government increased, and general 
_disorder excited, may be now and. for ever at an end. . 


With a view to carry this salutary system into effect, I havé nomimated and 
APPOINMEM ..ccssesovee cesvecsccescoeceee Aimcen Of the district Of sesevcssscceceeves 
who will immediately proceed to that district; and having sssembled all the 
landholders, 'Malgoozars, cultivators, and others, and inspired confidence in 
their minds by apprizing them of my benevolent intentions, will commence a 
diligent inquiry into the actual state of every town-and village in the muhaul. [Je 
will demand from the Chowdries, Canoongoes, Zemindars, and Putwarries of 
the district, a true and accurate description of each village and estate (which 
the Ameen will afterwards visit), of its waste and cultivated lands, of the 
condition of its inhabitants and peasantry, and the causes of: their actual cou- 
dition. ‘He-wil- further require from those officers the several revenue papers 
which are specified-in a separate list with which all the Ameens have been 
furnished, and he will immediately submit to the Presence the result of his 
—— with the several documents alladed to, with the least practicable 

elay. ae 3 ane = net ; 


' »-¥ou are, therefore, hereby commanded to attend the aforesaid Ameen imme- 

__ diatety‘on His artival withit' your: district,‘ and to convey. to him every infor- 
mation that’ he ‘may requife regar@ing the state and condition of the. district, 

“without ‘the smallest: partiality dr“-reserve, and to produce and: deliver to; the 

Ameen every document which he may demand from you, without any hesitation 

br bt delay. being obedient:.to.. his orders in aj) things, and. considering his 
_afgeounebip. ot afason pe bie: peptrt a4 arivantageous o injyrious to yous interests 
(00 Sire, are at. the: same tinge striutly prohibited from giving ot oferiig to the 
a ee | nuzzus, 


“" 
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Regal Prien! nuzeur, bribe, ar doucenr, on any. pretext whatever. Consider. these as the 
16 Sept. io positive orders of the Presence, and act accordingly in every respect. 








| A true translation : 
¢ : (Signed) J. Baruxze, 
Resident. 





To Colonel Frith, commanding the Troops at Purtaubgurh, and to Major 
—  “"* Richatds, commanding the Troops at Sultaripore. 
Of the same tenor and date the preceding, and with the exception of 
Ameens and districts as follows, viz. : 
: PurtTAuBGuRH. 
_ ' Districts. Ameens. 
Purtaubgurh, &c. ...ceccccesseceeee Meer Imam Alee. 
Duleeppore, &c......2.-seecoeseeeeee Meer Furzund Hoosein. 
Gurh Abmethee, &c. ......0e00.. Nowneit Raee. 
Kewace, XC. oscscssesscseesceseesee Lhe son of Meer Iinam Alee. 
- SuLTANPORE. 


Sultanpore, &C. cessccscsccssssecoeee Mirza Hadee. 
Hussunpore, &c. ssscssscosssesees Ekram Ahmud Khan. 


Jugdeespore, Kc. ...scereseceseeeee Ahmed Alee Khan, 
Akburpore, &. wecsccccsssceseveceee Khajah Sukhawut Oolla Khan. 


Aldemow, &Cc. ...cccccccccovesceeee Hafez Alee Khan. 
Issowlee, XC. ....cscccesooreseseceee Lalla Jeali Loll. 


True copies : 


(Signed) J. Barut, 
Resident. 





 ¢ 
Letter To Colonel Frith, commanding the Troops at Purtaubeurh. 
from Resident at | 
Lucknow. Sir: , 
|. I have the honour of transmitting to you, for your information and 
uidance, the enclosed copies of a correspondence which has recently passed 
etween me and the commantling-ofticer of the troops at Sultanpore, on the 
subject of the refractory conduct of certain landholders in the district of 
Akburpore, and others, contiguous to the station of Sultanpore, who have 
resisted the authority of the Vizier’s oficers of revenue for a period of several 
years, and are now in balance to the State to a very considerable amount. 


2, As Major Richards has reported his opinion that a military force attended 
by a battering train may be required eventually to coerce the defaulting land- 
holder, Surroopdoom Sing, and some others in the district of Akburpore, it seems 
proper that you be prepared to comply with the requisition of Major Richards 
for the aid of the battering train at your station, if circumstances shall appear 
to require, and the state of your own district admit of, the employment O this 
part of your force ata distance, after the conclusion of the perrodical rains, 
or about the middle of the ensuing month. 

$. But I am disposed at present to rely on the success of Major Richards’ 
exertions, under the instructions which 1 have issued to that officer, for the 
accomplishment of the objects in view, and the voluntary submission of the 
landholders to the just authority of their sovereign, without having any recourse. 
to more active military operations. 

4. You will be pleased to correspond with Major Richards on the general 
subject of this despatch, and to favour me with your opinion occasionally on. 
the result of that officer’s proceedings, as it may tend tq supersede or require 
the immediate or early employment of a portion of the force under your 
command in support of Major Richards’ measures. | 

I have, &c | = 
Lucknow, _ ¢ se (Signed) J. Baiute, 


Ist September 1814. Resident. | 
| To 
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To Major Richards, commanding the Troops at Sultanpore. 
Sir: | | 

1,.The arzee of Surroopdoom Sing, transmitted in your letter of the 9th 
instant, appearing to his Excellency the Vizier to evince a persisténce on the 
part of that Talookadar in the refractory and rebellious conduct described in 
the Aumil’s arzee, and a resolution to withhold the just dues of the State, which 
he has acknowledged to a considerable amount in his own arzee to the Vizier, 
it has, therefore, been deemed expedient by his Excellency to issue another 
and more peremptory mandate to Surroopdoom, Sing, directing him to pay into 
your hands, on account of the Governméat, without delay, the sum of 
Sicca Rupees 76,251. 5. 6. which he has expressly acknowledged to be due 
by him, and which you will be pleased to demand and receive from the Talooka- 
dar and remit by hoondies, or transmit in specie to me under the charge of a 
proper escort, to be delivered to his Excellency the Vizier. 


2. Should the Talookadar refuse to make payment of the amount of this just 
and unquestionable demand, which proceeds on his own acknowledgment, you 
will be prepared to take the necessary measures for enforcing it, by seizing the 
person of the defaulter and sending him a prisoner to Lucknow ; but as it is 
alike the wish of his Excellency the Vizier and my own to avoid measures of 
coercion, and to recover the dues of the State by means of conciliation and 
persuasion, you will be pleased to use your best endeavours to recover the 
amount of this demand from Surroopdoom Sing, by persuading him of the folly 
as well as injustice of withholding the revenues of the Government, which 
must inevitably tend to his ruin, by dispossession of the lands which he holds 
and perpetual banishment from the country, if a British force be employed 
against him. 

] have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baruyte, 
15th August 1814. | Resident. 





To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir : 

I have the honour to transmit an arzee for his Excellency the Vizier received 
with the accompanying letter to my address from Surroopdoom Sing. With a 
reference to that part of your letter of the 15th instant regarding the seizure 
of Surroopdoom Sing in the event of his refusing to pay the amount due from 
him, I think it necessary to state, that such a measure could only be effected 
by detaching a force for the reduction of the ghurry in which he resides. 
There are, it appears, three ghurries in his zemindary. Should you consider 
it expedient to authorize a force being detached for the above purpose, will 
you have the goodness to apprize me as early as possible, as it will be necessary 
for me, conformably to General Orders of the 8th of November 1806, to apply 


for battering guns to accompany the detachment. | 


I have, &c. 


Sultanpore, Oude, (Signed) G. Ricnarps, 
25th August 1814. Major, commanding at Saltanpore. 





To Major Richards, commanding the Troops at Sultanpore, 
(30th August 1814.) 
- Sir: : 
I. Ihave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
25th instant, with its enclosures. _ 


2. The instructions conveyed to you by my despatch of the 27th instant, 
will, I trust, supersede thé necessity for proceeding to measures of extremity 
with regard to Surroopdoom Sing, whose attendance on the Ameen of his dis- 
trict ~ lead to a satisfactory adjustment of the demands of the Government 
against him and against the subordinate landholders, whom he describes as 
withholding the revenue. — a me 

. 7 U S: ln. 


+ 
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Bengal Political S. In case of the failure of Surroopdoom Sing, ar any otlter Iandholder 
58 Sone lone in the district, to comply with the sola the prcclantabiets, by attending on 
' and obeying the Ameen, you will, of course, be prepared to coerce him, and 
the battering train at Purtaubgurh will, if necessary, be detached to your assis. 
tance : but you will be pleased to use every effort of conciliation and persuasion 
with the Zemindars, to induce their submission to the Ameen, and preclude the 
ruinous consequence to themselves, and public inconvenience. to our Govern> 
ment, of the employment of troops to coerce them. 





I have, &c. 
Lueknow, (Signed) J. Barrxre, 
30th August 1814. Resident. 
Letter To Major Richards, commanding the Troops at Sultanpore. 
from Resident at , 
Lucknow. Sir: 


1. I have the hononr of trangmitting to you another purwannah which his 
Excellency the Vizier has been pleased, at my suggestion, to address to the 
refractory Talookadar, Surroopdoom Sing. 


2. In transmitting this purwannah to the Talookadar, you will be pleased to 
caution him in the strongest terms against the ruinous consequences which 
must inevitably result to him in the case of his still pertinaciously withholding 
the just revenues of the Government and delaying to attend the Ameen who 
has recently proceeded to his district. 


3. Another purwannah under the seal of his Excellency the Vizter, addressed 
to Surrupjeet Sing and Duljeet Sing, Talookadars of Chandypore-Bidhur, is also 
transmitted by this despatch, and you will be pleased to forward it by a careful 
and intelligent messenger, with a message to the defaulting Zemindars of the 
same purport with the foregoing, and in suitable terms from yourself. 


. 4. The present season of the year renders the employment of a military 
force, and more particularly of a battering train, extremely inconvenient and 
inexpedient, if it can possibly be avoided, and it is my destre, at all events, to 
postpone the adoption of those measures till the close of the periodical rains 
and commencement of amore favourable season. Colonel Frith will, however, 
be instructed to hold the battering train at his station in readiness to proceed 
in the direction of Akburpore on the 15th of the ensuing month, should cir- 
cumstances appear to require it; and you will be pleased to communicate to 
Colonel Frith, as well as to report to me, the result of your further proceedings 
under the instructions now and formerly conveyed to you. 


5. I rely with confidence on the exertion of your best endeavours to accom- 
plish the objects of this despatch, and to ensure the submission of the land- 
holders in all the districts around you to the just authority of the Government, 
by means of conciliation and persuasion, without any necessity for recourse to 
active military operations, which it is particularly desirable to avoid. 


I have, &c. 








Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAILure, 
Ist September 1814. Resident. 
umm EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
onsultations, 

27 Sept. 1814, The 27th September 1814. : 

Letter To his Excellency the Honourable Sir G. Nugent, Bart. K. B., Vice-President 
ee cicaita at in Council, &c. &c. &c. 

u ° 


Honourable Sir : ee 
I have the honour of transmitting for your Excellency in Council's mnforma- 
tion the-accompanying duplicate of a despatch which I have this day addressed 
to the Secretary to the Government in the Secret and Political Department, 


Ihave, &e. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
Sth September 1814. nes 
O 
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To J. Adam, Esq,,. Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political 
Department. 


: Sire | 

In continuation of the: subject of my despatch of the 2d instant, I have the 
honour of transmitting to you, for his Lordship’s fuzther infonmetian, the 
enclosed copies of letters which I have this day received from; the commeanding- 
officers of our troops at the stations. of Sultanpoze and Pustaubghur. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Sigord) J. Barve, 
9th September 1814. Resident. 


RRR 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at, Lucknow. 
Sir: 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the Ist instant 
and enclosures, and shall strictly attend to the instructions therein contained. 
I shall accordingly use every measure of conciliation and persuasion to attain the 
objects in view; but there appears every reason to expcct that military opera- 
tions will be unavoidably necessary against some of the Zemindars who have 
ghurries. 


The relief for this post will probably arrive in the midst of the operations ; 
a circumstance likely to occasion some delay and impediment in carrying into 
speedy effect the new arrangements adopted by his Excellency the Vizier, espe- 
cially as only five companies come to this post in the first instance : As it appears 
that the early introduction of the new system resolved on by his Excellency the 
Vizier is of importance, should you judge it advisable, on application from you 
to head-quarters, the relief of this corps might of course be postponed till next 


season. 
I have, &c. 
Sultanpore, Oude, (Signed) G. RicHarps, 
3d September 1814. Major, commanding at Sultanpore. 
To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 


I‘had the honour to receive your letter of the 27th ultimo, with enclosures, 
some days ago; and as I learn that the Amcens therein mentioned are near at 
hand, I have this day made public his Excellency’s orders enjoining the imme- 
diate attendance on the Ameens, on their arrival in the several districts, of the 
Zemindars and others, as required therein. On the arrival of the Ameens they 
shall have every assistance in my power in the executian of their duty, and the 
aid of troops when it may be deemed necessary, 

The proposed settlement, however, is so very advantageous to the Zemindars 
and other landholders, that I trust they will all meet his Excellency’s henevalent 
intentions with cheerfulness and gratitude, and render the aid of any military 
force unnecessary. 

Thave, &c. 


Purtaubghur, (Signed) R. Frrtn, 
5th September 1814. Colonel, commanding. 





To his Excellency the Honourable Sir G, Nugent, Bart., K. B., Vice-President 
. in Council, &c. &c. &c. 


Honourable Sir : 

In continuation of the subject of my despatch under date the 2d instant, I have 
the honour of transmitting, for your Excellency in Council’s further informatign, 
the enclosed copies of letters received from Colonel Frith and Major Richards, 
anda copy of my letter to Major Richards under date the 12th instant. 

1 have, &c. 


Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. BAILLiz, 


[3th September 1814. . soca” 
O 
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To J. Baillie,Esq., Resident at Lucknow... =’ 


Sir: : : 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the Ist instant 
with its enclosures, relating to the refractory conduct of Surroopdoom Siny; and 
other Zemindars in the Akburpore district, and directing the battering train to 
be in readiness to move against them after the rains, in case they should continue 
to resist the authority of his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. I have accordingly 
given directions for the battering train at this post to prepare to move; but as 
there are no artillerymen, lascars, draft bullocks, or carriages attached to them, 
it will be necessary that the officer commanding the first division of the field army 
should order what may be required from Elahabad when the season for moving 
arrives. Annexed is a memorandum of the details of men and cattle, &c. which 
will be wanted. I have written to Major Richards for information concerning 
Surroopdoom Sing and the other refractory Zemindars, and in the mean time will 
use ny best endeavours, in concert with the Major, to persuade these people to 
submit peaceably to his Excellency’s authority; and as it is obviously their 
interest to do so, 1 hope we may prove successful. 


I have, &c. 


Purtaubghur, (Signed) R. Fritn, 
8th September 1814. Colonel, commanding. 


Memorandum reguired for two Eighteen-pounders, two Twelve-nounders, and two 
Fioe-and-a-half-Inch Mortars. : 


3 serjeants, 3 corporals, 6 gunners, 36 matrosses, with the complement of 
gun-lascars, 150 draft bullocks, and 210 hackeries. The hackeries were pro- 
vided by the Nawaul when the train was last employed. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. Frivn, 
Colonel, commanding. 


SES 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

-I have the honour herewith to transmit an arzee addressed to his Excellency 
the Vizier by Surroopdoom Sing received with the accompanying letter to my 
address. It appears that Surroopdoom Sing is desirous of the assistance of a 
detachment from this post, to enable him to effect the payment of the arrears of 
revenue, and he promises to join with his followers any force that may be 
detached for that purpose. I have received intelligence from the Ameen of 
Hassenpore, that Beekum Sah, the Talookadar of Rampoora, has invested a place 
in that neighbourhood, at present occupied by a party in the service of his 
Excellency the Vizier, and that he seems disposed to attempt the establish- 
ment of his own authority in that quarter. I have accordingly, in conformity 
with the tenor of your instructions, addressed a letter to Beekum Sah, to endea-. 
vour to deter him from his rebellious practices, and to recall bim to a just sense 
of the obedience he owes to his comer Bs Government. I have also 
pointed gut to hiin the advantages to himself of his attending on the Ameen and 
conforming to the new system to be introduced, and have called his attention to 
the ruinous consequences which must eventually attend his persisting in his 
present contumacious conduct. In the event of the Ameen requiring the imme- 
diate assistance of a detachment, I feel myself precluded from granting It .at 
present, with reference to that part of your letter of the 1st instant which directs 
me to postpone the employment of a military force till‘the close of the rains. 
However, on this point I request the favor of your further istructrons, 
and entertain a hope that.the objects in view may in a great degree be attained 
by conciliatory measures. These, however, must necessarily be interrupted 
by the relief of this corps, as the business will then probably be required to be 
commenced on afresh. Under the peculiar circumstances of the case, I thought 
it right, in my letter of the 2d instant, to state that as only five companies were 


in the first instance to come to this post, and particularly as this relief would 
' eccur 
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occur in the midst of the operations, considerable impediment, inconvenience, Bengsl Political 
and delay might occur, and that your application to head-quarters, if made eine : 
immediately, might of course occasion, without inconvenience, the relief of this  ~ is 
corps being postponed till next season. I have thought it my duty particularly 
to advert, 1a this and my former letters, to the state of affairs in this quarter, that 
no blame may be eventually imputed to me for not haviug made a full aud eariy 
report. 
I have, &c. 
Sultanpore, Oude, (Signed) G. Ricuarps, 
10th September 1814. Major, commanding at Sultanpore. 





To Major Richards, commanding at Sultanpore. Letter 
Sir: from Resident ut 


; L k . 
1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letters dated the 10th one 


and Lith instant. 


2, The conduct of the Talookadar of Rampoora has been obviously such as to 
require the immediate employment of a force to expel bim from the gharry which 
he has occupied, and to seize his person if it be possible; and if the nature of 
his position and strength of the ghurry of Rampoora be such as to admit of your 
attacking him successfully with the force now at your disposal, without the aid of 
a battering-train, I request that you will be pleased to adopt the necessary 
measures for this purpose with the least practicable delay, provided the refractory 
Taloakadar shall not have evacuated the ghurry and returned toa proper sense of 
his duty before your receipt of this despatch. 


3. On the receipt of the arzee of Surroopdoom Sing, I shall have the honour of 
addressing: you hereafter. The circumstances which you have stated with a 
reference to the relief of the troops, are highly deserving of notice, and J shall 
take an early opportunity of submitting them to the consideration of the Com- 
mander-in- Chief. 

I have, &e. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Bariiize, 
19th September 1814. Resident. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, — - Bengal Political 


Consultations, 


The \ith October 1814. 1] Oct. Is]4. 


To His Excellency the Honourable Sir George Nugent, Baronet, K. B., Vice- Lotter 
& " ’ ? ’ . 
President in Council, &c. &ec. &e. | from Resident at 
o Lichnow, 
Honourable Sir: 

Thave the honour of transmitting, for your Excellency in Council's infor- 
ination, the encloscd duplicates of two letters and enclosures which were yester- 
day forwarded by me to the Secretary to the Governor-General, in the Secret 
and Political Departinent. 

I have, &e. 


Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Battrir, 
°7th September 1814. Resident. 
To John Adam, Esq., Secretary to the Governor-General. Letter 
Sir: from Resident at 


1, In continuation of the subject of my despatch under date the 13th instant, pCR 


I have the honour of transmitting to you, for the information of his Excellency 
the Right Honourable the Governor-General, the enclosed copies of letters which 
have more recently passed between me and the commanding-ofticer of the troops 
at Sultanpore. 


2. Theze letters, though they describe a degree of resistance, in the first place. 
on the part of a few of the landholders in the districts of Sultanpore and Akbur- 
pore, to the just views of this Government in the reform of the revenue depurt- 
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ment, or ratlrer to the demand of arrears which those landholders had hitherte 
withholden and are naturally unwilling to discharge, yet they indicate. at the 
same time that the difidence evinced by the principal landholders, with regard to 
the system of reform and to their personal attendance on the Ameens, has a refer- 
ence chiefly to the misconduct of the former revenue officers and the oppression 
of former times, and they afford a prospect of salutary results when this diffidence 
shall be obviated by the conciliatory measures in progress. 


3. In the districts of Purtaubgurh and Behar, and in all the other districts of 
the country to which Ameens have been recently deputed, the progress of the 
measures of reform would appear to be totally unimpeded and to afford universal 
saisfaction. 


4. I await with some degree of anxiety, but with entire and perfect reliance 
on the wisdom and justice of my Lord Moira, a communication of his Lord- 
ship’s sentiments and commands on the subjects of my several despatches 
having reference to the measures of reform. 


I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAILLIE, 


26th September 181+. Resident. 


To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the, 12th 
instant, and to report that I this morning detached four companies of the 
second battalion of the ‘Iwenty-second regiment, under the command of Cap- 
tain Blackney, towards Rampoora. I enclose a copy of my instructions to 
that officer. The ghurry of Rampoora is represented to be in a dismantled 
state; but should it prove otherwise I have directed Captain Blackney to 
refrain from making any attack on it without further instructions from me, as 
in that case, conformably with General Orders of the Sth of November 1806, 
it will be necessary to apply for the battering train. Although my letter to 
Beekum Sah, pointing out the ruinous consequences to himself of bis rebe!- 
lious conduct, had not the desired effect of inducing him to retire from the 
ghurry of Rampoora, I have yet hopes that on the approach of Captain Black- 
ney’s detachment he will evacuate it without resistance. It appears to me that 
the presence of a detachment in the district will, of itself, tend to establish the 
authority of the Ameen, by operating as a check on the neighbouring Zemin- 
dars who may be inclined to be refractory. 


With regard to that part of my letter of the 10th instant having reference 
to the relief of the troops at this post, I thought it right to mention that your 
application to head-quarters might, of course, occasion the relief of this corps 
being postponed till next year without any inconvenience ; especially if the 
application were made immediately, as the corps from which the five companies 
are to be detached for the reliet of this post commences its march from Keitah 


on the Ist of next month. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. Ricwanps, 


Sultanpore, Oude, 
Major, commanding at Sultanpore. 


15th September 1814. 





‘To Captain Blackney, commanding a Detachment from the Second Battalion 
of Iwenty-second Regiment Native Infantry. 
Sir: i 

You will proceed at three o’clock to-morrow morning with the detachment 
under your command towards Rampoora, tor the purpose of compelling Bee- 
kum Sah, the refractory Talookadar of that place, to evacuate the ghurry of 
that name, from which he has forcibly caused the troops of his Exceltency the 
Vizier to retire. | | 


On 
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_ On your arrival at Rampoora, should Beekum Sah not immediately evacuate 
the ghurry and return to a sense of his duty, you will employ the force under 

our orders to expel him from it, and if possible secure his person : provided, 
however, that the nature of his position and the strength of the ghurry be 
such as to admit of your attacking him successfully with the force under your 
command, and without any risk whatever of failure. 


The ghurry is represented to be in a dismantled state ; but in case you find 
it otherwise, or that any defensive works have been constructed, you will imme- 
diately report the circumstances to me, and on no account in such case make 
any attack without further instructions. 


I have, &c. 


Sultanpore, Oude, (Signed) G. Riciarps, 
14th September 1814. Major, commanding at Sultanpore. 


To Major Richards, commanding the Troops at Sultanpore, Oude. 


Sir: 
1. In continuation of the subject of my despatch of the 12th instant, with 


a reference to the conduct of Surroopdoom Sing, and the tenor of that person’s 
arzee to the address of his Excellency the Vizier, I have the honour of’ trans- 
mitting, for your information, the enclosed translations of a letter and arzee 
which I have recently received from his Excellency, and which tend to esta- 
blish a conviction of the falsehood of Surroopdoom Sing’s statement, and of his 
being leagued and united in rebellion with Zorawur Sing and other Zemindars, 
against whom he has solicited the assistance of a detachment of the British 
troops. 

‘2. Under these circumstances, it is obvious that the dispersion of the force 
of Surroopdoom Sing and the reduction of the fortresses in his possession must 
be an object of considerabie importance to the tranquillity of the district of 
Akburpore, and should be undertaken by the troops undcr your command at 
as early a period as may be practicabie after the conclusion of the periodical 
rains, unless the immediate suppression and punishment of Beekum Sah, which 
you were eventually instructed to undertake by my letter of the 12th instant, 
and your own and Colonel Frith’s admonitions to Surroopdoom Sing, shall have 
occasioned that person’s submission to the just authority of the Government 
before the battering train can be prepared to move from Purtaubgurh. 


3. But I shall have the honour of addressing you again on this subject when 
a report of your operations against the refractory landholder, Beekum Sah, 
shall be received. 


I have, &e. 
Lucknow, | (Signed) J. Barve, 
15th September 1814. Resident. 


From his Excellency the Vizicr. (Reccived the 14th September 1814.) 


I have received the arzee which you transmitted to me from Surroopdoom Sing, 
soliciting the punishment of Zorawur Sing and Runjeet Sing. 


A copy of an arzee from Gholaum Zamin, representing the rebellious con- 
duct of Zorawur Sing and Surroopdoom Sing, is sent enclosed for your infor 
mation, and will enable you to compare the statement in the latter’s arzee with 
the true account of the conduct of that person and the other, who are united in 
— rebellion against the Government and depredations against the neighbouring 
Zemindars. 


These persons have, for three years past, been united in their. rebellious 
practices and in withholding the revenues of the Government. 
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The Arsee of Gholaum Zamin, dated the 20th Rumzawn 1229, 6th September 1814, 


Zarawur Sing and Surroopdoom Sing, Talookadars of Meopoor ia Aldemow, 
who have withholdén the just dues of the Government for the last three years, and 
have otherwise been refractory and rebellious, proceeded together, on the 17th 
Rumzaun, with about 600 armed followers, to the Elakas of Behadur Sing, 
Zemindar of Churnyputty, purguonah Mujhoura in Akburpore, where they 
attacked the above-mentioned Zemindar, killed one and wownded another of his 
servants, carried away the cattle, and plundered the property of the Ryots, and 
established their own authority in the villages of Luckeechundpore, Kuthuree, 
and Muckoopore in the above talooka. 


The Ryots of purgunnahs Ausun and Mujhoura are greatly alarmed by their 
proceedings ; and soine other ill-disposed persons, encouraged by the success of 
Surroopdoom Sing and his associates, seem now disposed to unite with them and 
to withhold the revenue of the Sircar. 


These circumstances are represented to your Excellency, that the necessary 
erders may be issued. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) J. BATLiE, 
Resident. 


To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

Thave the honour herewith to transmit a copy of a letter of this date from 
Captain Blackney, reporting the evacuation of the ghurry of Rampvora by 
Beekum Sah. 1 have directed Captam Blackney to remain encamped at 
Rampoora until further orders, deliveriug over the ghurry to the troops of his 
Excellency the Vizier which may be seat by the Ameen to occupy it. 


I have desired Captain Blackney, in the event of Beckum Sah’s coming into 
his camp, to point out to that Zemindar the necessity of his attending on the 
Ameen, conformably with the tenor of the proclamation issued by his Excel- 
lency the Vizier, and thereby evincing due submission to the authority of bis 
Excellency’s Government. 


I had the honour to receive this morning your despatch of the 15th instant. 


I have, &c. 


Sultanpore, Oude, (Signed) G. Ricuarps, 
17th September 1814. Major, commanding at Sultanpore. 


To Major Richards, commanding at Sultanpore, Oude. 
Sir: 


On my arrival yesterday at Purtaubgurh, I sent an hurkarra to Rampoora, 


for the purpose of ascertaining the probable force of Beekum Sah and_ his 


followers, aud was in consequence shortly after waited on by the Vakecl of the 


former, who assured me that his master wished much to settle amicably the 
existing dispute between him and the Ameen, and that on his return to the 


ghurry he would cause it to be evacuated. 


I have now the satisfaction to report the place in possession of a small party of 


my sepoys (Beekum Sah and his followers having quitted it peaceably this 
morning), and that I am in hourly expectation of his arrival in my camp. 


I wait your further orders, and am, &c. 


Camp Rampoora, | (Signed) J. F. Bracxwney, 
17th September 1814. Captain, commanding a Detachment. 


To 
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saat” "To" Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. - 
Sir: - o * 

I have the honour herewith to transmit a copy of a second letter of the same 
date, and subsequently received from Captain Blackney, commanding the de- 
tachment at Rampoora. In consequence of this communication I have thought 
it expedient to direct Captain Blackney to endeavour to surprize and disperse 
the force collected by Beekum Sah; provided from the information be may 
obtain of that Zemindar’s strength of position and followers, he considers such 
a measure practicable with the detachment under his orders. 


I have, &c. 
Sultanpore, Oude, (Signed) G. Ricuarps, Major, 
18th September 1814. . commanding at Sultanpore. 





To Major Richards, commanding at Sultanpore. 
Sir: 

Since the dispatch of my letter of this morning, I have had several communi- 
cations from Beekum Sah, through the channel of his Vakeel, none of which, 
however, appear to promise any prospect of a speedy negotiation, and it is my 
opinion that some time will be requisite to establish the necessary confidence 
between the soldiers of the Ameen and Beekum Sah’s adherents, who are repre- 
sented to be in considerable force about two coss in an easterly direction from my 
camp. 

I have, therefore, for the present, occupied the ghurry of Rampoora with a 
party from my detachment, and shall continue such in it until I may receive 
your instructions on this particular point, as the whole of the followers of Beekum 
Sah are much averse to the Ameen’s troops taking possession of the place. 


' Beekum Sah, in his communications hitherto, promises to pay a certain pro- 
portion of the revenue remaining due, and for the balance to give unexception- 


able securities. : 


Tt however appears, from information I have obtained from the police here, 
that those guarantees will not be admitted of by the Ameen, he conceiving them 


not worthy of trust. 
Thus stand matters at present; but I have every hope that the conciliatory 


measures I propose to adopt will eventually prove successful in the re-establish- 
ment of good order, and also in the realization of revenue duc to his Excellency 


the Vizier. 

The Hurkarra who carried my letter of this morning to your address, will 
inform you of some depredations committed on villages in the neighbourhood last 
night. 

T have, &c. 


Camp, Rampoora, (Signed) J. Buackney, Captain, 
8 o'clock, p. m. commanding a Detachment. 


17th September 181+. 


Gaara 


To Major Richards, commanding the Troops at Sultanpore, Oude. 
Sir: 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 15th, 
16th, 17th, and 18th instant, with their several enclosures. Your instructions to 
Captain Blackney appear to have been prepared with judgment, and to have been 
executed by that officer with zeal. 


2. The ghurry of Rampoora, and all other fortresses or ghurries in the district, 
should be levelled to the ground as soon as they are evacuated by the Zemindars, 
and you will be pleased to instruct Captain Blackncy to this effect. Similar 
orders will be issued by his Excellency the Vizier tothe Ameen of the district of 

Sultanpore, 
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found, and the Zemindars dispossessed of them by our troops. 
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:. ey ) oo Pe eS Ri tag ea 
Lucknow, Signed). J, Baizurz, - 
20th September 1814. _ =. Resident. 


Sultanpore, and. to all .other: Ameens.' of: districtsiin: which. furtresses ‘may be 
eae 


To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow... 

Sir: ek 1 | 

I have the honour herewith to transmit a further report from Captain 
Blackney, commanding the detachment at Rampoora. Until I receive your 
further instructions, I thought it advisable to direct Captain Blackney to remain 
at Rampoora, and not to cross the river in pursuit of Beekum Sah for the present. 
I have, however, desired that officer to avail himself of any opportunity of attack- 
ing that Zemindar in the event of his re-crossing the river. ean 


I have, &e. 


Sultanpore, (Signed) G. Ricnagps, Major, 
21st September 1814. commanding at Sultanpore. 


a ‘ 





To Major Richards, commanding at Sultanpore, Oude. 
Sir: 

Having gained certain information, in the course of yesterday, of the place of 
encampment of Beekum Sah, which was said to be about three coss distant from 
my camp, and about one mile on the north side of the Goomty, I determined on 
beating up his quarters, and had some hopes of. succeeding in dispersing the 
mutinous adherents who have attached themselves to his service. 1 accordingly 
left my camp for that purpose about nine o'clock, p. m., taking with me three 
companies, and leaving the fourth or seventh company with Lieutenant Duncan 
in charge of the camp, which I left standing. 


Having arrived at the ghaut, where my Hurkarra told me I was to cross in 
the pursuit, I was grieved to find that the rebel, Beekum Sah, had conveyed all 
the boats and canoes from the southern side of the river to the north banks, and 
there sunk them, to prevent the possibility of his being surprized by my detach- 
ment; and while I was engaged in securing the inhabitants of a small village that 
stood immediately upon the ghaut, to prevent their giving notice of my approach, 
I discovered the lighted matches of the enemy on the opposite side of the river 
from me, and almost immediately they commenced a smart fire on my sepoys, for 
which in return I gave them a few shots; but, to prevent the possibility of any 
casualty occurring in my detachment, | caused it to fall back under cover of the 
village, where I remained under arms until the break of day, and then returned 
to my camp at Rampoora. My Hurkarras inform me that Beekum Sah was 
joined yesterday by a great number of armed men from this district, and that his 
force is increasing daily. 

The Bildars have commenced this morning on destroying the gherry of 
Rampoora. | 

I think a detachment from the force at Sultanpore could very easily oblige | 
the rebel force to re-cross the river into this district, when I should be prepared 
to receive him. 

The bearer of this can give you much information on this subject; and [ think 
the earliest opportunity, with most vigorous measures, should be adopted to 
crush, if possible, the rising power of the rebel, and check the great influence he 
at present holds over the minds of the natives about here. | 


I have, &c. 


Camp, Rampoora, (Signed) J. F. Bracxwey, Captain, 
20th September 1814. commanding a Detachment. 


i .To 


: , x h n . 
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+: Me Mujor-Richards, sotmtnabding at Sultan pore, Oude: * 
Sir: ee oe eee we oe ee ee 

1, Lhave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 21st 
instant with its inclosure, Captain Blackney’s report of his procecdings against 
the rebellious landholder, Beekum Sah. > 4 


2. The recent conduct of Beekum Sah, as now described by Captain Black- 
ney, is very different, indeed, from what I contemplated as the probable result 
of Captain Blackney’s proceedings against him, and from the purport of Captain 
Blackney’s carly reports, as conveyed in your former despatches, 


3, It seems now to be not only expedient but indispensable, that the most 
vigorous measures be adopted for the suppression of Beekum Sah and his associ- 
ates, the dispersion of their followers in arms, and the seizure of the rebel’s 
person, if it be possible; and you will accordingly be pleased to adopt such 
measures as you may deem necessary and proper, with a view to the accom. 
plishment of these objects, immediately on your receipt of this despatch, unless the 
intermediate submission of Beekum Sah and his personal attendance on the 
Ameen shall have superseded the necessity for further proceedings against him. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
23d September 1814. Resident. 


| To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 
I have the honour herewith to transmit copy of a letter received from 
Captain Blackney, commanding the detachment at Rampoora. 
I have the pleasure to report that I have succeeded in prevailing upon 
Roostum Sing, Zemindar of Buhdeya, who has hitherto been considered as 


refractory, to attend on the Ameen of Sultanpore. I entertain hopes that 
much may be yet done by conciliatory measures. 


I have, &c. 


Sultanpore, Oude, (Signed) G. Ricnarps, Major, 
23d September 1814. commanding at Sultanpore. 





To Major Richards, commanding at Sultanpore, Oude. 
_ Sir: 

Ihave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your’s dated yesterday, 
and to inform you that, in consequence of the night attack I made on Beekum 
Sah, he dismissed on the following day all those adherents who had attached 
themselves to him, and is now residing with eight attendants in a ghurry, or 
fort, on the northern side of the Goomty, the property of those two refractory 
Zemindars so much in arrears of rent to his Excellency the Vizier. 


In the few shots I exchanged with him across the river on the night of the 
20th, I wounded two of his followers, one severely through the loins, and the 
other in the thigh. The former, it is reported, cannot live. 


The villagers of all this district are much attached to Beekum, and at a 
moment’s warning can and will, I am credibly informed, turn out a force of 
armed men of between six and seven hundred. 


In obedience to your orders, I shall not attempt to cross the Goomty in 
pursuit of him, but unless, as I before stated, the Ameen will promise security 
to his person in the event of his coming into his camp, and in compliance with 
the proclamation issued to that effect, I am convinced that on the moment of 
my withdrawing from hence he will immediately return, and again compel the 
tetreat of the Ameen’s troops from this part of the world. | 


Tam informed that about five years since a similar dispute to the one now 
existing took place between Beekum Sah and the Aumil, and that the late 
Colonel Palmer, then commanding at Sultanpore, interfered, and was promised 

: | security 
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Bengal Pelitical security for the man’s person by the Aumil; in consequence of which he 

Consultations, obeyed the summons for his attendance on the Aumil, when he was imme- 

11 Oct. 1814. diately seized and put in irons. Such conduct is certainly caleulated to pro- 
duce the want of confidence that. now appears so evident on the part of Bee- 
kam Sah; and some conciliatory measures of the Ameen should be adopted, 
with the view of establishing quiet in this district, and of realizing the arrears 
of rent duc by Beekum. 


I have, &c. 











Camp, Rampoora, (Signed) J. F. Biracxney, Captain, 
ist September 181-4. commanding a Detachment. 
oe oe EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, © 
Onsultavions, 
18 Nov. 1814. The 18th November 1814. : 
Letter To His Excellency the Honourable Sir George Nugent, Bart., K.B., Vice- 
from Resident at President in Council, &c. &c. &c. : 
Lucknow. 
Honourable Sir: 

Ihave the honour of transmitting, for your Excellency in Council’s infor- 
mation, the accompanying duplicate of a despatch which I have this da 
addressed to the Secretary to the Government in the Secret and Political 
Department. 

I have, &c. 
Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. BatLuie, 
25th October 1814. _ Resident. 
ee To John Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political 
from Resident at Department. 
Lucknow. Sir: 

1. In continuation of the subject of my despatch under date the 26th ultimo, 
I have the honour of transmitting to you, for the further information of his 
Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor-General, the enclosed copies 
of letters more recently received from Lieutenant-Coionel Burrell and Major 
Richards, commanding the troops at Seetapore and Sultanpore. 

2. Under existing circumstances, and with reference to the paper of requests 
that has been recently submitted by the Vizier to his Excellency the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General, I feel some hesitation in preparing and 
issuing my instructions to the commanding-oflicers of the troops on the ques- 
tions which they have referred to me, till I be honoured with his Lordship’s 
commands on the subject of my several despatches, reporting the progress of 
reform in the assessment and collection of the revenues of his Excellency the 
Vizier’s dominions. 

I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Bariuie, 
25th October 1814. Resident. 
Letter from To Major J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Cos 
Burrell. sons 


I beg Jeave to send you copies of Persian letters which Ihave received from 
the Ameen of Gopamow, &c. preferring against the Zemindars of Nyar a 
complaint that they oppose the orders of Government in resisting the esta- 
blishment of a police in their village. 


Under the idea that there might have been orders from the Government to 
establish a police, I have done every thing in my power (that mildness can 
sugzest) to persuade them from resisting the authorities they are bound to 
obey : but my endeavours have failed, and I find by Captain Burgh’s answers 


tu my letters, and from a letter which I have received myself from ~~ 
and: 
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and Munsook, the Zemindars of Nyar, that they continue as averse to receiv- 
ing the police as ever. | 

I send you a copy of all the correspondence which has passed between Cap- 
tain Burgh and myself on the subject. 

Being ignorant of what the intention and wishes of the Government are in 
regard to the police to be established, I have not felt myself authorized any 


further to take notice of Aga Jan’s appeal to me than to give advice to the 
offenders, and I shall now look to you for instructions. 


I have, &c. . 


Seetapore, (Signed) L. Burrexr, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
17th October 1814. commanding the Troops at Seetapore. 





To Lieutenant-Colonel Burrell, commanding at Seetapore. 
Sir : | 
I beg leave to acquaint you, that both the Havildar Kheruthur Sing and 
Heerah sepoy, rejoined their detachment yesterday evening. 


They state that the whole of the force collected by Peetum Sing, Zemindar, 
had again returned to their houses, and that all is now perfectly quiet in that 
part of the country. 


The accompanying Persian note I yesterday received from Peetum Sings 
which I have the pleasure to forward for your perusal. 


I have, &c. 
Tandeeawn, (Signed) RR. Burcu, Captain, 
8th October 1814. commanding a Detachment First 


Battalion Fifteenth Regiment. 





To Lieutenant-Colonel Burrell, commanding at Seetapore. 
Sir: , 

I beg leave to acquaint you, that the party of Nujeebs which was a few days 
back sent to the village of Nyar, has been obliged to return, as the Zemin- 
= Hoovlass and Munsook, will not allow a police to be established in their 
village. 


The accompanying is from the Chucladar, reporting the whole business. 


I have, &c. 


Tandeeawn, (Signed) R. Burcu, Captain, 
10th October 1814. commanding a Detachment First 
Battalion Fifteenth Regiment. 





To Captain Burgh, commanding Tandeeawn. 
Sir: 

I have received your letter of the 10th instant, with its enclosures, two letters, 
namely, one from Mirza Aga Jan, and one to the Mirza’s address from Mohtimmiid 
Khan of the police. Your own acquaints me with the chicf point, that the 
Zemindars of Nyar, Hoolassand Munsook, will not altow the police Nujecbs to 
he established in their village, and refers me for full information to the Chucladar, 
Aga Jan’s letters. . 


I observe from the contents of all, that you have advised Aga Jan, after liis 
having made you acquainted with all the circumstances, to recall the police ser- 
vants. Iam sorry that you did not, however, before taking this step, send an intel- 
ligent non-commissioned officer or sepoy to ascertain the truth of the fact, who (if 
it was really well founded) could have carricd your sentiments to the Zemindars, 
and placed in a proper light before them the great impropriety of resisting, by 
such conduct to the police, the positive orders of the Government, | 


72 Tam 
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I am, I must confess, of opinion that if the Zemindars have acted as is suid to 
the police, there must be some strong reasons for it, and possibly that the orders 
of the Nawaub, as well relative to the new system as to the em oyment’ of the 
police Nujeebs, have not been clearly and properly explained. But, indeed, 


Beart aaa Aga Jan has so lately assured me that he had gtven general circulatiun to the 


Burrell. 


Letter from 
Captain Burgh. 


Letter from 


Lieutenant-Colonel 


Burrell, 


proclamation, that 1'can hardly believe he has neglected: such an ‘important 
measure. . 


For the present, you had bettet send a non-commissioned officer or sepoy to 
require an account of the particulars; and if the complaint turns out to be frivo- 
lous, afterwards request Aga Jan to have the Nujeebs posted again. At all 
events, endeavour to persuade the Zemindars (if they have a serious dislike to the 
police) to let them remain undisturbed in the villages for the present, and to 
draw out a statement of the reasons which make them complain, for you to have 
forwarded to his Excellency the Nawaub, who, no doubt (should their cause be 
reasonable), will give them redress. | 


I request of you to impress upon the Chucladar’s mind, that only extremities, 
and that in a just cause, can warrant the line of severity he wishes to shew so 
precipitately to the Zemindars, and that the object of every Government must 
be to use mild and moderate measures so long as the least hope remains of 
moderate measures proving successful. 


I have, &c. 
Seetapore, (Signed) L. Burrext, Lieutenant-Cotonel, 
12th October 1814. commanding the Troops at Seetapore. 





To Lieutenant-Colonel Burrell, commanding at Seetapore. 
Sir : 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 12th 
instant ; in reply to which I beg leave to acquaint you, that I sent an intelli- 
gent and careful sepoy to explain to them (the Zemindars) that they had better 
allow the police to be stationed, as it was the orders of the Nawaub that one 
should be placed in all the large villages. He has also pointed out to them the 
impropriety of resisting the positive orders of the Government. 

The Zemindars still persist in refusing to admit the police, and say if it is 
stationed they will immediately quit their houses and retire into the jungle, as 
you will perceive by the enclosure which was sent by Peetum Sing. 


The other enclosure is from Aga Jan, reporting the whole circumstance. 


I have, &c. 
Tandeeawn, (Signed ) W. Buren, Captain, 
14th October 1814. commanding a Detachment First 


Battalion Fifteenth Regiment. 


cantmcmiaitia seairiet ais, 


To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

I have the honour of transmitting to you herewith the accompanving Jetter 
from Captain Burgh with one from the Ameen of Gopamow, &c., and asether 
from Inaet Alee Tannadar, complaining of the Zemindars being averse to have 
police guards established in their villages: I have written to these Zemindars, 
enjoining them to comply with the orders conveyed to them by the Ameen, by 

owing the Mootusuddies and Nujeebs of the police to remain in their villages 
unmolested, and shall take no further steps in this business till I am favoured 
with your instructions. 4 

The Ameen of Gopamow has such a great dislike to the Zemindars of his 
district and they to him, that I conceive his removal to some other situation, and 
another of amore conciliating disposition being appointed in his room, would 
restore them all to good order without having recoufse to harsh measures, 

Ihave, &c. 
Seetapore, (Signed) L. BuRRELL, 
19th October 1814. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding at sai 
0 
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oe ,..: To Major Baillie, Residentat Lucknow. 

. Sirs | | | 

I have the honour to transmit the accompanying letters from the Ameen of 
Aldemow and from Zemindars in that quarter. 


Should you deem it expedient to order a detachment from this post against 
the refractory Zemindars, I conceive that less than a battalion will not be 
adequate, as the Zemindars alluded to are able to collect a considerable force. 
Two or three companies, therefore, from Purtaubghur, would be requisite for 


the protection of this cantonment in- the absence of the detachment under my - 


command. In the event of a force being detached from this post as rbove 
stated, I propose ——, with it; and as it will most probably be requisite 
to attack the ghurries of the refractory Zemindars, will you have the goodness 
to order the battering train with the usual detail of European artillery-men to 
be placed'at my disposal. A troop of cavalry from Purtaubghur would also, 
for obvious reasons, be very desirable to form part of my field force. 


The right wing of the first battalion of the Fourteenth Regiment has arrived 


at thié post. I have been under the necessity of detaining the left wing of my - 


battalion till I hear from Mr, Sands, the collector of Elahabad, respecting the 
pay for August, the drafts for the payment of the troops at this post having 
been forwarded to him. 


| I have, &c. 
Sultanpore, Oude, (Signed) G. Ricuarps, Major, 
22d October 1814. commanding the Troops Sultanpoor, &c. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 


The 6th December 1814. 

To J. Adan, Esq. Secretary to Government. 
Su : : 
I have the honour of transmitting to you, for the information of his Excel- 
lency the Right Honourable the Governor-General, the enclosed copies of 
letters which I have recently received from, and’ addressed to, the commanding 

officers of the troops at the stations of Seetapore and Secrora. 

I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. Barxxix, 
18th November 1814. Resident. 





To Major J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir : 

I beg leave to send, for your information, other letters which I have received 
from the Gopamow Chucladar. Clear it seems from them all, that the 
establishment of a police, for some reason or other, has excited a general dislike, 
and has been alike ill received in all quarters. 


Something must be done, if it is necessary that the orders of his Highness 
the Nawaub should be enforced. But with a view to avoid extre- 
mities as long as any other expedient remains to be tried, I propose shortly (as 
Ihave your permission) to take the circuit of the different places which have 
stood out against the establishment of a police, and I hope in person to be 
able,.(so great a weight is paid by the nativesto rank), to bring them at last 
quietly into the measure. I have only this reason, indeed, for preferring to 
undertake this task myself, rather than entrust it to the execution of my officers. 


It would be very desirable, however, before I take these steps, to possess ‘a 
copy of the proclamation or. orders which his Excellency the Nawaub may bave 
had circulated: on’ this separate and particular subject, which if I had them 
by me while performing this service for his Excellency I should certainly find 
of the greatest use.. | 
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Letter from 
Lieutenant-Colonel 
Burrell. 


Letter from 
Lieutenant-Colonel 
Burrell. 


Letter 
from Resident at 
Lucknow. 
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I request the favour of you to procure for me, therefore, these documents to 
act upon, and | , 


I have, &c. ms 
Seetapore, Oude, - (Signed) LL. Burrext, Lieutenant-Colonel, 


4th November 1814. commanding the Troops at Seetapore. 





i To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. _ 
ir: | | 

I have the pleasure to enclose, for your information, more letters which I 
have received from the Chucladar of Gopamow, one of them from Bukht Mul, 
Ameen of Belgram, and another from Aga Jan. With these I senda copy of 
my answer to the former person. All are on the subject of the police. 


I have, &c. | 
Seetapore, Oude, (Signed) L. Burret, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
7th November 1814. commanuling at Seetapore, 


To Major Baillie, Resident at Lueknow. 
Sir: 

I write to inform you, that the Chucladar of Gopamow came over the 
day before yesterday to Seetapore, and has been with me to make further 
complaints on the subject of the police, and to explain the difficulties he meets 
with in coliecting the public revenues. 

I have requested him, in consequence, to afford me a full statement of these 
several particulars in an ofiicial manner; and the enclosed is what I have 
obtained from him. I deem it the best manner of conveying the information to 
transmit it as it stands to you, 

I have, &c. 


Seetapore, Oude, (Signed) L. Burret, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
9th November 1814. commanding at Seetapore. 





To Lieutenant-Colonel Burrell, commanding at Seetapore. 
Sir: 
1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your several letters noted 
in the margin,® with their respective enclosures, translations and copies.of which 
have been submitted to his Excellency the Vizier. 


2. The State of the district of Banghur, as described tn your recent des- 
patches, and the opposition evinced by the Zemindars to the establishment of 
a police in that district, combined with some other considerations, which it is 
unnecessary here to detail, have induced his Excellency the Vizier to dispense 
with the personal services of Hukeem Mehdee Alee Khan at the capital, and 
to dismiss that intelligent Aumil to the district of Khyrabad and Mohumdee, 
where I have every reason to expect that his presence and able management, 
with the support to be afforded by you, will speedily accomplish the object of 
reconciling the landholders to the police and establishing good order in 
the district. 


3. Hukeem Mehdee being vested with ample authority in the character of 
Zillahdar or collector of the districts which were heretofore farmed by him,. and 
being fully apprized of the wishes and views of his Sovereign regarding the future 
management of the country, as well as of my sentiments respecting the best and 
easiest mode of fulfilling his Sovereign's wishes, I refer you tothe statements ot 
the Hukeem for every degree of information which it may be necessary for you 
to obtain before you employ the troops in support of his authority or measures. 


* 4th, 7th, and 9th instant. 
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dy, My personal communications to yourself during your recent visit to this Bengal Political 
ital t hav ved to put you in complet ion of my sentiments Cnsultations, 
capitel must have ser put y complete possession of my sen 6 Dec. 1834. 
regarding the employment of the troops, and on every other question of import- | 
ance that can arise between you and the local authority; and I rely with 
confidence on your approved judgment, professional talents, and, conciliatory 
manners, in concert with Hukeem Mehdee Alee Khan, for the speedy and suc- 


cessful accomplishment of the public purposes in his district. 


I have, &c. 


* Lucknow, — (Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
..14th November: 1814. : Resident. 


Pre ; i 


To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. _ Letter from 
, Lieutenant-Colonel 


Sir: 3 Fraser. 
Herewith I have the honour of transmitting to you a public letter from Lieb- 
tenant Otto, commanding the detachment of my corps in the Mubmoodabad 
djatrict, accompanied by some translations of correspondence between him and 
the refractory Zemindars, from which it would appear that they still retain 
possession of forts said formerly to be evacuated. 


I have, &c. 
Secrora, .  Cigned) KR. Fraser, 
12th November 1814. Lieutcnant-Colonel, commanding at Secrora. 





To Captain A. Stoneham, commanding at Byramghaut. Letter from 
Sir: Lieutenant Otto. 


I have the honour to transmit to you, for the information of the Resident and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser, copies of correspondence between Benee Sing, Zeniin- 
dar of Budjera, and myself He is the principal insurgent, and is now in a fort 
with five hundred followers, The place is surrounded by three bamboo hedges, 
with an intermediate ditch between each of them. The entrance is capable of 
admitting a gun to the gate, as yesterday a hackery with five maunds of gun- 
powder was conveyed into the interior of the place. I think that another com- 
plete company, in addition to the one which I have, with two guns, would 
soon be the means of restoring peace in the neighbourhood: but should Benee 
Sing persist in the line of conduct which he has adopted, so as to require the 
execution of coercive measures, his fort at Budjera could not be reduced with less 
than three full companies and guns for battering. I regret that the Resident 
did not notice my letter of the 3d instant, as, without some instructions or dis- 
cretionary power 1s granted to me, the detachment might as well have remained 
in cantonments; I shall, therefore, thank you to ascertain from the Resident what 
is required from the detachment, and the object upon which it is sent, as it is eo 
too insignificant at present to adopt coercive measures, and it is my opinion 
that nothing can be done without them. 


I have, &c. 


Durumpore, (Signed) §W. Orro, Lieutenant, 
10th November 1814. commanding a Detachment of the 
lith Regiment N. I. 7 





To Benee Persaud, Zemindar of Budjera, &c. 


_ On my arrival at Baloulie, your-Vakeel waited on me, intimating your inten- 
tion of coming-in-next day. I expect that you will wait upon me within the 
space of two days, otherwise I shall proceed against you. 


Munoo Sing and Dureaw Sing, Zemindars of Durumpore, are with you, and 
the greater part of the inhabitants. Your waiting upon me will induce thése two 
Zemindars to do the same and restore the inhabitants to their villages. Bebee 
Rafat complained to Major ‘Baillie, eae at Lucknow, who ordered = 
s&s 8 wit 
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es qt < trangiitticy of the country ;'therefure; ‘you had Berter'come du anda upon may? © 
7 or Y gtrall march -aainst you. 3 Yoh y Fea y inte Prem ‘dts ees Pearse st tagt Aras: Voy ee: 
: - : ie ° : 7 ao he . eu So Signedy?* “Wer rin' Betinetaatit, 077 , 
Durumpore, Camp, © cee eS patthalidtiiy a PeabhiiehtoPhe | 
5th November 1814. | Ist Battalivn'f 1th Régtindte’ 


Letter from 
Lieutenant Otto. 


it 





.. Benee Persaud's Answer to the foregoing Letter... ae east 
J have received your letter. I send — complinents. Iam well and 
require your good opinion. From your favour lam here. You wrote to me to 
come and visit you. Iam present. Neither Dureaw ner Munoo Sing are here, 
-or I should send them to you. Should they, however, be discovered to té:here 
on inquiry, you may inflict on me what punishment you ‘choose.!". Betee : 
Rafut’s statement is false;' the Zemindars are nut-here. [cain presetit) -and:ami °° 
responsibie. p ae 3 NS EG or Ea Stan " 


a a. er rr 
amet e Fee oe i ae 


/ (Signed) = Bewee*Pencavs, 
ee Lermindat-of Budjera: 


dea , . , ry ’ ? 2 > . Bs r 


Recetved 6th November 1814. 


To Benee Persaud, Zemindar of Budjeraa oo - 


I sent a sepoy, (with a letter also,) to accompany you into camp, and you write — 
me by him that you are present. How can you be said’ to ‘be presefit white at 
such a distance? Come and wait upon me. I wish to ascertain the cause of 
this disturbance between you and Bebee Rafut, that I may effect a recancilia- 
tion betwixt you. You shall receive no molestation in doing so. _ I shall inves- 
tigate the whole business, and forward your statement to the Resident for his 
decision, which may ultimately tend to your advantage. 


Durumpore, (Signed) . W. Orv, Lieutenant, 
7th November 1814. commanding a Detachment of the First 
Battalion Eleventh Regiment... 


e 


a : . Answer. AON ih ea Os 
I send my compliments to Lieutenant Ottn, and I have received his letter. 
containing ‘an invitation to his camp, which I cannot eccept. “Aé‘Munoo Sing 
and Dureaw Sing, the depredators of the Bebee's. country, are relations of mine, 
should they wait upon you first, I shall do the same; but, should: I wait upon you’ 
without them, they would destroy my: country, inthe same “mdanerias they - 
have done the Bebee’s. ee , ee Ea as Spee co 
- ’ (Signed): Benes Prwsavv.: 
: Pe og ee Se Oe a 
Leer To Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser, commanding the; Troops at Segrara.:.:; -.°.: 
from Resident at Sir: : a 
Lucknow. 1. I have the henour to acknowledge the receipt. of your Jeter. dated the 1¢th 
instant with its enclosures, reports of Lieutenant Otto's: proceedings.in the: district... 
uf Muhmoodabad. __ ‘ - in, OSE ct ee 
2. The rebellious conduct of Benee Sing, Zemindar of ‘Budjera, as described in | 
Lieutenant Otty’s reports, appears to leave no alternative, to he option of .. 


om fb 
' 
Wed 


, to the adoption of 
military operations, with a view to his exemplary punishment. or the surrender of 
the fortress which he occupies; and if the force under your command, with the 
guns attached to your corps, be deemed adequate to the performance of this 
service, I authorize and direct:you to undertake it without any further. delay. 


3. You willbe pleased, itt ‘the first place, to ascertaifi whether’ or ‘not 4 

battering-train be required to reduce the fortress in question. From the 

_ description which I have received of it, and of the means of defence which are 

possessed Ly the refractory landholder, Benee Sing, there seems reason to expect, 

that the appearance of a respectable force in the neighbourhood would induce 
the submission of the Zemindar, and surrender of the fortress to our troops. 


The 
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The Range of Mubswodabad -mliose watharity you were instructed {o.support, Bengal Political. 
is sail to have sane, gunsef: ber awe,:and these, with your battalion guns, . ‘eh.s isi4. ” 
nviy perhaps be found sufficient for the purpose; but of ,thig you-ae the only oo 
competent judge, ane: it gins ve tring for me to remind you of the orders 


of Goxerament. against undertaking, operations against forts, without ample 


equipment for the agrvige, |. ,,.3 ye | et Ea 
| I have, &c. | 
, Lucknow, = - (Signed) _ J. Barurrz, 
14th November 1814. ** U3 we Fs Resident. 
out: Sa dh Adamy Esq. SecretarytoGovernment. = is _—CséiLetter 
.. Sirs. _ : : '  * ‘from Resident at 
" be is Lucknow. 


1, Jn continuation of the. eubject..of my despatch of yesterday’s date, I have 
the hanour of traasmitting to you, for the informatian of his Excellency the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General, the enclosed copies of two further Jetters . 
from the commanding-ofticer at Secrors, the latter of which conveys the satis- 
factory intelligence of the submission of the refractory Zemindars ; el sciences: 
the necessity of any further military operations. 


g. I have accordingly inetracted:Cotonel. Fraser to :cowntermand th@march of 
his corps, as you will be pleased more particularly to observe in the agcompany- 
ing copy of my letter of thig date to that officer. ae 

i rn ee ee ad I have, &c, | 


Lucknow, 


_ . | (Signed) J. Barrrre, 
19th November 1814. | Resident. - 
| To ‘Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. a Letter from 
Sir: eee eee : Lieutenant-Colonel 


I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter under date the 14th en 


instant, and in conformity thereto immediately directed the artillery and troops 
at this post, with the exception of one hundred rank and file for the protection 
of cantonments, to hold themselves in momentary readiness of march. I dese 
patched two Hurkarras acrogs the caugtry to Lieutenant Otto, with special in-. 
structions.ta.give me every. passible information regarding the strength, situation, 
and conilition, of the fort or forts. now, ip possession of Benee Sing, and to.asqer- 
tain by any means be.can, withoutany material risk or injury to his detachment, . 
whether a. battering-train is-absolutely necessary to ensure the reduction of the | 
place. His reply I expect in the course of to-morrow ; and should it state 
the necessity, of a battéring-train, I shall forward it for your consideration. 
Meantime the troops are held in readiness ; and in the event of your instruc- 
tions to march against Benee Sing, upon the mere supposition of our appearance 
intimidating ‘hite to a surrender, it shall be instantly effected. | 


Lientenant MOttois oficial reply to me I ‘shall of course forward.for your infor- 
mation; and. should; it be of that: ¢endeacy to afford hopes of success without a 
battering-train, I shall forthwith proceed, as considering the instructions. already 
received Dervertly sufficient. I find my route must be by Byramgath; and as 
it will gréatly expedite my movement, it is my intention to take one gun from 
this post, aidthe two stattbned there, with my corps, for the purpose of more 


* 


effectuatly actoniplishing the object in view. 
E Vee nce ce te Epa Bes. a. 
- Seerova,; » a a ae tte (Signed) R. FRASER, aS 
16th November.dsi4.....  - . Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding at Secrera.. 
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from Kesident at 
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Letter from 
Lieutenant-Colonel 
Frith. 


' , 1st November 1814, Be ug Resident. 


G44: QUDE PAPERS. 
To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 


ye a 
sad thay args 


rs Po a ae ARSE EHS a, 
Herewith I have the honour of transmitting to you Lieutenant Otte’s official 
reply to my letter of the 15thiinstent. ee eee 

"I trust you wilt deem the contents of so satisfactory a nature as to obviate 
the necessity of my moving with the artillery and corps under my cominand, 
and that I may be authorized to couritermand my orders of march (on account 
of rts extra expenses), and also recali Lieutenant Otto’s detachinent, as soon 
as its services may be dispensed with. . 2 7 


I have, &c. 
Secrora, (Signed) R. Fraser, 


18th November 1814. Lieutenant- Colonel, commanding at Secrora. 


Gasper pears 


5 To Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser, commanding at Secrora. 
ir: 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 15th 
instant, directing me to ascertain the strength of Benee Persaud’s forts and the 
force requisite to reduce them. I have now the pleasure to acquezint you, that 
Benee Persaud has come to a due sense of his obedience, and is now as anxious 
to effect a reconciliation as he was formerly to avoid it. I had an interview 
with him on the 13th, and received letters from Munoo Sing and Dureaw Sing 
(at the same time), expressing a desire of coming to an understanding, and to 
accomplish which they meant ‘to wait on me. I therefore delayed acquainting 
you with Benee Persaud's concession till the arrival of these men, in order that 
I might acquaint you with the final adjustment of all their animosities. In this 
expectation I have been disappointed, for neither Munoo nor Dureaw Sing have 
come in, not have I received any answer from them to my letter, desiring them 
to come in and settle their differences. These men (from what I can learn) have 
no fixed abode, but rove about the country. Runjeet Sing, Rajah of Rajpore, is 
said to be in league with them. Benee Persaud’s fort is not visible from with- 
out, being concealed in the foliage of the bamboos, I still expect Munoo Sing 
and Dureaw Sing to come in in the course of a few days, when all their diffe- 
rences will terminate amicably. : 
I have, &c. 


Camp, Durumpore, (Signed) W. Orto, Lieutenant, | 
17th November 1814. commanding a Detachment of the First 


Battalton Eleventh Regiment. 


Qe 


= Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser, commanding the Troops at Secrora. 
ir: 

I have thé honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 18th 
instant, with its enclosure. If you be satisfied of the grounds of Lieutenant 
Otto’s expectation of the early adjustment of all disputes between the Ranee of 
Muhmoodabad and Benee Sing, you will be pleased to countermand the orders 
of march of your battalion; and when the tranquillity of the district shall be 
established, you will recall Mr. Otto's detachment. | 


I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Batxcre, 


19th November 1814. | | Resident. 





ToJ. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political Department. 
Sir: | 
I have the honour of transmitting to you, for the information of his Excel- 
lency the Right Honourable the Governor-General, the annexed copy of a letter 
which I have this day received from Colonel Frith, commanding the troops at 
Purtaubgurlh. | 7 . 
| I have, &c.. ee ee ee 
Lucknow, | , . ,Bigned).. Je BAILLIEZ, 


To 


fag 
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: To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: : : 

I have the honour to acquaint you, that at the requisition of Major-General 
Wood, sanctioned by the authority of his Excellency the Right Honourable tie 
Comniander-in-Chief, a detachment from my regiment, consisting of one troop 
and the galloper guns, commenced its march this morning for Goruckpore by 
the route of Jounpore and Azimgurh. 


The officers of his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier have been apprized of’ the 
march of this detachment, and requested to furnish any supplies it night require 
in passing through the district. 


I also beg leave to acquaint you, that the Ameens lately sent into the neigh- 
bouring districts have such countenance from meas my situation enables me 
to afford them, and as seemed necessary to support his Excellency the Nawaub 
Vizier’s authority in the country. To afew Zemindars, who seemed, rather dis- 
inclined to come in to the Ameens, I have sent two or three mounted troopers 
with a civil message, recommending their immediate attendance, and which, I 
have reason to think, will be attended to, as the Zemindars appear to be acquiring 
confidence, and less apprehensive of being confined or ill-treated, the excuse 
they have hitherto made for holding back. 


I have, &c. 
Purtaubgurhi, (Signed) WR. Fritn, 
20th October 1814. Colonel, commanding. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 13th December 1814. 


. To J. Adain, Esq., Secretary to Government. 
Irs. 

1. Be pleased to submit to the notice of his Excellency the Right Honour- 
able the Governor-General the enclosed copies of letters which I have addressed 
to the commanding officers of the troops at the four principal stations in the 
interior of the province of Oude, in compliance with the Vizier’s requisition, a 
translation of which is enclosed. 


2. My instructions addressed to Lieutenant-Colonel Burrell, which form a 
number of this despatch, would seem to preclude the propriety of withdrawing 
the detachment from Shahabad, as suggested in your despatch of the 22d 
instant, which I take this opportunity of acknowledging, and I have therefore 
determined to postpone a communication on that subject to the Vizier till I be 
honoured with your further commands, 


3, The march of the flank companies of the first battalion of the Fifteenth 
Regiment from Seetapore, under the orders of his Excellency the Commander- 
in-Chief, was reported to me several days ago by the commanding-officer at 
Seetapore, and a suitable communication of that measure was made to his 
Excellency the Vizier. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Sioned) J. BAILureE, 
26th November 1814. Resident. 





To Lieutenant-Colonel Frazer, commanding at Secrora. 
Sir: , 
1. I request the favour of your attention to the enclosed translation of a letter 
and statement which I have received from his Excellency the Vizier, 


2. My former despatches to your address regarding the aid to be afforded to 
Ameens for establishing their-authority in their districts, preclude my attaching 
belief to the statements of such of the Ameens as represent the failure of their 
applications for your support, if ae by the necessary information. At 

8 the 


. 
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Bengal Political the same time, [ deem it to be my duty, in compliance with the requisition of 

ae the Vizier, to address you again on this subject, and to beg that the necessary 

"“_.’-~—s measures for the establishment of the authority of the Ameens and realization 
of the public revenue, be adopted as early as may be practicable. 


8. The outrage committed by Mandhattah is of a very atrocious nature, and 
should be punished in an exemplary manner by the seizure of his person, if it 
be practicable, or by expulsion from the lands which he holds. The Ameen.of 
the district of Hissampore has been instructed to communicate with you on this 
subject, and to afford you every necessary information. 





I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. BarLutie, 
24th November 1814. Resident. 
Letter From his Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 21st November 1814.) 


from the Vizier. : 
An arzee from Kootb-ood-Deen Hussun, Ameen of Sandee, is enclosed for your 


information; the arzee of the Ameen of Akburpore, requesting the punishment 
of Surboodoom Sing, an arzee from the Ameen of Purtaubghur, of similar pur- 
port, and a statement of the rebellious conduct of Mandhattah Sing, son of 
Sheopersaud, Zemindar of Bumnowtce, have already been conveyed to you. 
Other Ameens have also requested the aid of the British troops for the punish- 
ment of the refractory in their districts, and therefore it is necessary that you 
repeat your instructions to the commanding-officers, to ascertain from the 
several Ameens the nature of the disorders in their Elakas, and then adopt the 
necessary measures to put a stop tothem. Ifthis measure be postponed any 
longer, the revenues not being paid, loss to the Government must arise. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) J. BAILuiE, 
Resident. 





Statement referred to in the above. 


Mohummud Beg and Asstd Alee Suwars, belonging to the Ressala of 
Mahmood Khan Khundharee, in the service of the Nawaub, told Ballasheer, 
Tehsildar of Hissampore, that agreeably to the orders of the Hoozoor, they 
were escorting Dhokul Sing, Moostajer of Rehoa, to Lucknow, when Mand- 
hattah, son of Sheopersaud, Zemindar of Bumnowtee, with nine hundred men 
pursued Dhokul Sing, who fled into the house of Soha Sing, Zemindar of 
Kolhan, and therefore that the Tehsildar should immediately proceed with 
his forces and guns to the assistance of Dhokul Sing. The Tehsildar paid 
no regard to this suggestion, and the Suwars proceeded to the village of 
Kolhan, where they remained till night, and returning to Ismael Gunge, have 
reported that the followers of Mandhattah Sing entered the dwelling of Soha 
Sing by force, and put Dhokul Sing, the Moostajer, to death. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Barvvig, 





Resident. 
Letter To Lieutenant-Colonel Burrell, or Officer commanding the Troops at 
from Resident at Seetapore. 
Luoknow. Sir: 


1. I request the favour of your attention to the enclosed translation of a letter 
and arzee which I have received from his Excellency the Vizier. 


2. My former despatches to your address, regarding the aid to be afforded to 
Ameens for establishing their authority in their districts, preclude my attaching 
belief to the statements of such of the Ameens as represent the failure of their 
applications for your support, if attended by the necessary information. At the 


same time, I deem it to be my duty, in compliance with the requisition of his 
Excellency 
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Excellency the Vizier, to address you again on this subject, and to beg that the 
necessary measures for the establishment of the authority of the Ameens and 
realization of the public revenue be adopted as early as may be practicable. 


3. With regard to the district of Sandee, my knowledge of the character of 
Kootb-ood-Deen Hussun, Ameen of that district, who was many years a Teh- 
sildar in the province of Bundlecund, under my own immediate authority, 
would lead me to place greater reliance on his statements than on those of most 
other native officers in this country; and therefore I recommend to your con- 
sideration the propriety of your instructing Lieutenant Lloyd, who is now in the 
district of Sandee, employed on a separate service, to communicate and co- 
operate with the Ameeen, not only in the execution of the service on which 
Lieutenant Lloyd is at present employed, but generally in the accomplishment 
of the objects which are stated in the Ameen’s arzee, a translation of which is 
enclosed. 

I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Battie, 
25th November 1814. tesident. 





From his Excellency the Vizier. (Reccived the 21st November 1814.) 


Vide enclosure in the Resident’s letter to Colonel Frazer, dated 24th 
November 1814 (page 646). 





The Arzee of Kootb-ood-Deen Hussun, Ameen of Sandce. (Dated the 14th 
November 1814.) 


As there are several rivulets, streams, and nullahs, in the purgunnah of 
Sandee, the khureef crop has in consequence been inundated. In some 
villages, however, from the refractory disposition of the Zemindars, and in 
others from their poverty, owing to the unjust exactions of former Aumils, 
the revenues remain to be realized. The Zemindars, under a natural appre- 
hension of being pressed for the arrears of last year, and the amount of the 
khureef of the present vear, do not attend in the Cutcherry, and have agreed 
among themselves to abscond when they have sown for the Rubbee crop. 
Some toomuns of nujeebs and companies of sepoys, who are stationed in this 
district, having in the month of Sawun, with Dhokul Sing, the discharged 
Aumil, been routed at the village of Mutchgawan in Burwan, the Zemindars 
stand in no awe of them whatever, and thus the establishment of the police 
thannahs has not been effected in Burwan at Kutearee. 


The Zemindars of the purgunnah of Seromunnugur, which is situated 
between the purgunnahs of Sera and Burwan, in Khyrabad, having witnessed the 
disturbances in those two purgunnahs where the police thannahs were removed, 
have of late evinced a disposition to follow the example of those districts, and 
are collecting powder and ammunition for that purpose, as well as repairing 
their dismantled ghurries. Ifadetachment of the British troops be now sent 
into this Elaka, and instructed to encamp in such places as I may point out, 
the ghurry of Seromunnugur will soon be given up and may be levelled to 
the ground, the design of the Zemindars of Sandee in repairing their forts 
will be laid aside, and they will all return to their obedience; otherwise there 
is ground to apprehend that when the Rubbee seed shall be sown, the 
Zemindars may abscond and quit the district, and prevent the settlement being 
made as well as the establishment of the police. 


A true translation : 
(Signed) J. Barxire, 
Resident. 
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"3" To Colonel Frith; ebdimskadidg tite 'Trdopt at Purtaubghur. 
Sir: fs 
1. I request the favour of your attention to the encloa d translation of a 


letter which I have received from his Excellency the Vizier. 


2. My former despatches to your address, regarding the aid to be afforded 
to Ameens for establishing their authority in their~districts, preclude my 
attaching belief to the statements of such of the Ameens as represent the 
failure of their applications for your support, if attended by the necessary 
information. At the same time, I deem it to be my duty, in compliance with 
the requisition of the Vizier, to address you again on this subject, and to beg 
that the necessary measures for the establishment of the authority of the 
Ameens and realization of the public revenue be adopted as early as may 
be practicable. 


3. The conduct of Surboodoom Sing, in particular, appears to me to be such 
as to require your immediate notice, and the adoption of effectual measures for 
the exemplary punishment of that landholder, by the reduction of all the 
forts in his occupation, which should be dismantled and razed to the ground. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baruur, 
24th November 1814. . Resident. | 





To Major Richards, or the Officer commanding the Troops at. Sultanpore. 
Sir: - 
1. I request the favour of your attention to the enclosed translation of a 
letter which I have received from his Excellency the Vizier. 


mt 

2. My former despatches to your address regarding the aid to be afforded 
to Ameens for establishing their authority in their districts, preclude my 
attaching belief to the statements of such of the Ameens as represent the 
failure of their applications for your support, if attended with the roan 
information. At the same time, I deem it to be my duty, in compliance wit 
the requisition of the Vizier, to address you again on this subject, and to beg 
that the necessary measures for the establishment of the authority of the 
Ameens and realization of the public revenue be adopted as early as may be 


practicable. ‘ 

3. The conduct of Surboodoom Sing, in particular, appears to me to be 
such as to require your immediate notice, and the adoption of effectual 
measures, in concert with Colonel Frith, for the exemplary punishment of 
Surboodoom Sing, by the reduction of all the forts in his occupation, which 
should be dismantled and razed to the ground. | : 


I have, &c. | 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baruuie, 
24th November 1814.  - Resident. 





From his Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 21st Noventber 1814.) 


Vide Enclosure in the Resident’s Letter to Colonel Frazer, dated - o4th 
November 1814 (page 646). | 
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“EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
‘The 20th December 1814, | 
To His Excellency the Honourable Sir G. Nugent, Bart., K.B., Vice-President 
: in Council, &c. &c. &ec. 


- Honourable Sir : 
I have the honour of transmitting, for your Excellency in Council’s informa- 


tion, the enclosed duplicate of my despatch to the Secretary in the Political 


Department, under date the Sth instant. 


I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
’ 6th December 1814. | | Resident. 





To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political 
Department. 
Sir: 
In continuation of the subject of my despatch, under date the 26th ultimo, 
I have the honour of transmitting to you the enclosed copies of further letters 
which have recently passed between me and the commanding-officers of the 
troops at Seetapore, Sultanpore, and Purtaubgurh. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. Barexre, 


Lucknow, 6 
esiden 


5th December 1814. 


> 
Sir: 
I have resumed the command of this cantonment, and have the honour there- 


fore to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 28th instant, to Captain 
Burgh’s address, with its enclosures (received yesterday evening). 


To ‘Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 


I have the pleasure to send you the copy of a letter which I have written to 
Captain Lloyd, on the strength of your instructions to Captain Burgh. 


I had yesterday an interview with Hukeem Mehdee Alee Khan, who presented 
to me your private letter. From his account of the unsettled and disorderly 
state of the districts under his control, Tam of opinion that to be able to afford 
him the support he requires, it will be expedient to move with the main body 
of the battalion and guns to an eligible point in the Bangah country, and to 
leave only about fifty men with the recruits of about an equal number, under 
an European officer, to protect the cantonments, there being little danger to be 
apprehended here. 


The force I shall have with me, if my suggestion meet your approbation, will, 
when united to the Company at present in Tandeeawn, form a detachment of 
nearly three hundred and forty men, exclusive of the armed followers whom the 
Hukeem may have under his control. 


tet 
From the Bangah country, I shall be conveniently ready to proceed to the 
Sandee neighbourhood, if an encreased force prove to be required there. In 
this manner, undertaking these services for the Nawaub with adequate and com- 
manding means, I trust that I shall see the wishes of the Government accom- 
plished without difficulty, and it is to be hoped, without bloodshed. 


The accompanying statement of the corps under my command will shew the 
force now employed in this part of his Exccllency the Nawaub’s country. 
. I ave, &c. 
Seetapore, Oude, . (Signed) L. BuRRELL, 
30th November 1314. Licutenant-Colonel, commanding at Seetapore. 


P.S. Permit me to add, that in case you have no objections to the movement 
of the troops and guns from Seetapore, I propose marching on the second 
proximo. , 
| (Signed) LL. Bure. 
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To Captain Lloyd. | 
Sir: | a Reg re a 4 
I am directed by Lieutenant-Colonel.Burrell to instruct you to call for the 


company at Shahabad under Ensign Isaac, to join you, if you are of opinion, 


that it will -be able to:do so with safety. ee 


i 
It 1s Colonel Burrell’s order that you send him with the greatest haste 
an account of the ghurry of Kukkra (as far as you can obtain a knowledge'of 
it from report), and afford him also a statement, with which the Ameen will be 
so good as to furnish you, of the strength of armed men, nujeebs, &c. who 
are with you, under the immediate direction of the Ameen, and from whom, 
in case of service, any assistance can be expccted. 


You iare qxpected by the Resident at Lucknow to co-operate with the Ameen 
of Sandee as far as you have it in your power to do so, and the Colonel requests 
of you to act towards him in the most conciliatory manner. But on no account 
will you undertake, with a force that is not perfectly adequate, any hazardous 
service merely at his suggestion, or without ‘making a reference. 


I have, &c. 


‘Cantonment, Staff Seetapore, (Signed) H. F. Wroventon, 
29th November 1814. ‘Lieutenant. 


P.S. The above sent by express yesterday evening, at half-past six, open, 
and enclosed to Ensign Isaac, commanding at Shahabad, who was directed to 
forward 1t, and proceed forthwith and join Captain Lloyd, leaving a small party 
for the care of the cantonments. 





To Lieutenant-Colonel Burrell, commanding at Seetapore. 


Sir: | 
1. Ihave the honour to acknowledge the receipt.of your letter under date 


the 30th ultimo with its enclosure, a copy of your instructions to Captain Lloyd, | 


the tenor of which I entirely approve. 


2. Lalso highly approve your resolution to move towards the district of 
Bangah with the whole of the disposable force at your station, for the purpose 
of restoring the tranquillity of that district and the neighbouring purgunnah ot 
Sandee, the state of which, as described by Captain Lloyd, and more particu- 
larly the rebellious conduct of the Zemindar of Kukkra and his associates, would 
appear to require the immediate adoption of measures to check the disorderly 
spirit which hes recently arisen in that quarter. : 


3. I congratulate you most cordially on the happy restoration of your health ; 


and I augur the most beneficial effects from your re-assuming the command of 


the troops, and from the exercise of your approved judgiment and zeal in the 
performance of the duties of your station. 
I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. Barrurr, 
1st December 1814, Resident. 


Gorse 


To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 24th 


instant, covering a communication from his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier to 


+ Si 


you of the 21st instant, 


The only part of that communication which relates to the districts dependent 
on this post, is that concerning the rebellious conduct of Mandhattah Sing, son of 
Sheopersaud Sing, Zemindar. of Bumnowtee.. Of this circumstance no intimation 
has been conveyed to me by Meer Imaum Alee, the Ameen of the district. I 


will inquire, however, into the business, and take.the necessary steps to get: it. 


settled. Towards the latter end of Jast month Meer Imaum Alee informed me 


he Ameens bad received.orders from the Nawaub to commence on the collections 
oO 


* 
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of she present year, but that several of the principal Talookadars beld back and 
would sot ‘attend their cutcherries. In consequence of this representation I 
detached two parties of cavalry, consisting of one havildar and eightsroopers 
each, tothe several Zemindars named as advised in my letter to-you.of the 29th 
ulfima, and they have all since come io, .on the assurance that they would. not 
be confined or ill-treated,.and no complaint has been made to.me since against 
any individual. 

I beg leave to acquaint you, that there are three battalions of six hundred men 
each, with seven guns.and about one hundred irrcgular horse, stationed in the 
districts <lependent on this-post, for the collection of the revenue, viz., one bate 
talion, two guns, and thirty-five horse at Puriaubgurh ; one battalion, two.guns, 
and thirty-five daorse at Ahmety, and one battalion, two large and one gmall gun, 
with thirty-fiwe horse, at Dilleebpore and Puttee. _ Ae 


This ‘force, if the corps are complete, would amount to upwards of two thou- 
sand.men, and ought, as the forts have been all dismantled, to be amply sufficient 
to.cdllect the revenue without calling on the regular troups, who, I apprehend, 
are‘not intended to be employed upon Sebundee duties. However, you. will 
perceive from what is stated above, that I have not waited for your particular 
instructions to afford aid to the Ameens within my command, when it appeared 
necessary and praper. 


The Akburpore district not being within the limits of my command, the 


punishment of Surboodoom Sing and the levelling the forts in that quarter fall 
within the province of the officer commanding at’ Sultanpore, unless my coin- 
mand 1s extended to both posts. 


In the event of its being determined to send a detachment into the Akbur- 
pore district to level the forts and punish such Zemindars as are refractory, a de- 
tachment may now be formed from the two posts, consisting of eight companies 
of sepeys, a. squadron of cavalry, and the two eighteen-pounders, and the two 
howitzers at this post for that duty ; a force, which I conceive will be quite 
sufficient. Major Muller’s battalion will reach Sultanpore in a day or two, when 
both pagts will have their complete complement of troops. 


4 


The artillery-men, lascars, and stores for the battering-train, will be required 
from Elahabad. I shall, however, await your further instructions before I 
apply for them. 

I have, &c. 


Purtaubgurh, (Signed) R. Fain, 
29th November 1814. Colonel, commanding. 





To Colonel Frith, commanding at Purtaubgurh. 

Sir: cam 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 

29th ultimo. The explanation which you have offered in that letter was by no 

means required to convince me of your uniform attention to the proper requisi- 

tions of the Ameens and of your zeal for the public service, of which I have had 
ample demonstration on many former occasions, 


2. The outrage committed by Mandhattah Sing took place in the province of 
Baraitch, to which the district of Bumnowtee is an appendage, and I have 
issued the necessary instructions on that subject to the commanding-officer 
of the troops at Secrora. 


3. My despatch to your address of the Ist of September last, and particularly 
my instructions of that date to Major Richards, a copy of which was transmitted 
to you, must have served to apprize you of my intentions with a reference to 


the conduct.of Surboodoom Simg and other landholders of Akburpore, in the . 


case of the failure of Major Richards’ conciliatory efforts to recall those refractory 
Zemindars to a proper sense of their allegiance, and to induce their early 
iquidation of the just demands of the State. 
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4. From the tenor of my despatch above noticed, and of your answer to that 
despatch, J concluded that a regular communication with you had been main- 
tained on the part of Major Richards, and that on the: failure of Major 
Richards’ endeavours to recall Surboodoom Sing and the other Zemindars of 
Akburpore to a proper sense of their duty by means of conciliation and per- 
suasion, a requisition would be conveyed to you for the aid of the battering- 
train and such other part of your force as might conveniently be spared from 
Purtaubgurh to co-operate with the force under Major Richards. 


5. The employment of a detachment in Akburpore, for the punishment of 
the persons above noticed and the reduction and dismantling of their forts, 
seems now to be totally unavoidable, and you will be pleased to take the necessary 
measures for the formation and equipment of the force which is described in the 
concluding paragraph of your letter with the least practicable delay. I 
commit it to your own judgment to decide whether your assuming the personal 
command of the force to be employed in Akburpore, or remaining at your 
present station and conveying the necessary instructions, under my authority, 
to Major Muller, be most conducive to the general object of preserving the 
public tranquillity and supporting the authority of the Ameens in all the districts 
around you. 


6. I notice the useful information, regarding the troops of his Excell ency the 
Vizier in the districts contiguous to your station, which you have furnished in 
your letter before me, and I shall take advantage of this communication at my 
next interview with the Vizier, for the purpose of representing to his Excellency 
the perfect adequacy of his own troops in those districts, under proper manage- 
ment and discipline, to the purpose ot collecting the revenue, without calling on 
the regular army. 

Ihave, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. Barrie, 
Ist December 1814. Resident. 





To Major Richards, or the Officer commanding the Troops at Sultanpore. 
Sir: 

I request the favour of your attention to the annexed translations of a letter 
and other documents which I have received from his Excellency the Vizier. 
I take this opportunity of transmitting to you, for your information and guidance, 
an extract from my instructions to Colonel Frith, commanding the troops at 
Purtaubgurh, under date the 1st instant. 

I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. Barirrz, 
2d December 1814. Resident. 





From his Excellency the Vizier. + (Received the 1st December 1814.) 


An extract fiom an arzee from the Ameen of Aldemow, and a copy of a 
complaint preferred by Koonj Beharee, darogha of customs, are enclosed for 
your information. The rebellious conduct of Surboodoom Sing, Zemindar of 
Meopore Dooarka, and of Duljeet Sing, and Surubjeet Sing, Zemindars of 
Bidhur, have already been repeatedly described to you. The former has not 
paid a single :npee of the revenue for two years and a half, and the others have 
the audacity to collect the customs of the Government for themselves. The 
exemplary punishment of these rebels by your troops is indispensable. I have 
ordered all the Ameens to attend on the commanding-officers of the troops, and 
convey the necessary information. 





Extract fiom an Arzee from Hafiz Alee Khan, Ameen of Aldemow, dated 22d 
November 1814. 


To-day Mahomed Khan, the agent of Pookhraj, darogha of customs at this 
place, came to me and stated that Duljeet Sing and Surrupjeet Sing, Talooks- 
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dars of Chandypore Bidhtr, ‘had rémoved the gomashtahs (collectors) of cns- 
toms and sayer from their several chokees (stations), and placed people of their 
own to collect the import duties. May it please your Excellency, HBF efsctory 
in these districts, in consequence of no measures having been hit adopted 
to check them, have again become tigbuleng;, your slave is therefore hopetil, 
that orders may be speedily issued for the p&¥tshment of the rebellious. 





Gane 


Presented by Koon) Beharee, Darogha of Customs. 


On the 18th November DuljeesSing, Zemindar of Bidhur, sent his people to 
the permit chokees at Bidhur, Sultanpore, Chandypore Jhownral. ‘They 
abused the custom-house officers, ill treated and turned them out, and placed 

of their own in their stead. The money which was contained in the 
bi ae (an earthen pot covered with leather, having a small hole at the top to 
drop money in) has all been taken out and expended ; indecd, they demand 
the amount of the collections for Kooar from the custom-house officers, and 
threatened to take from the permit collections one-fourth of theggent of their 
zemindary. These persons have also prevented the Buniahs, Duttols, and 
Abkars, iis paying any duty to the darogha of customs. 
f 
True translation : m 

(Signed) J. Baruxie, 

Resident. 


EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 17th January 1815. 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

1. Iam directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches of the dates 
noted jn the margin,* reporting the several occasions on which you have found 
it necessary to call for the services of the troops stationed in Oude for the sup- 
port of the Vizier’s pfficers, and especially the requisition of a battering-train, 
with a suitable detactiment of troops, to act against certain refractory Zemin- 
dars in Purtaubghur. 


¢* 


2. In the actual conditign of affairs and the eventual demands of the service, 
the Governor-General considers it to be extremely desirable to avoid engaging 
in any operations in Oude, which might produce the necessity of either aban- 
doning an object once attempted, or the employment of a large force with bat- 
tering guns at a time when the exigencies Bs tie service may render it very 
inconvenient tofsave the troopsso employed. , 


3. While, therefpre, his Lordship is satfsfied of the sufficiency of the grounds 
on which you judged it expedient to make the requisitions above referred to, I 
am directed tg request you to bear in mind the considerations stated in the pre- 
ceding ene and to avoid, to the utmost practicable degree, any call for 
troops likely to produce the inconvenience apprebended. 


I have, &c. 
Camp, Nujeebabad, (Signed) J. Anam, 
21st December 1814. Secretary to Government, 


Jo 


ws 


* 18th, 19th, and 26th November, and sth December 18]4. 


¥ 


3D 
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walls that had been recently Ee levelled, before the officer who commanded 
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To his Excellency the Hanourable Sir George Nugent, ‘Bart., K. B., Vice- 
President in Council, &c. é&c. éc. 
Hapourable Sir : 
I have Ne honour of ‘transmitting, for your ExceHency in Council’s informa- 
tion, the enclosed duplicate of sydenpath of this date addressed to the. Secre- 
tary to. Government in the Secret and Political Department. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow Residency, (Signed) 8 J. Barwire, 
28th December 1814. aN Resident. 


ene 


To.J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political 
Department. ¥ 
Sir : 

In continuation of the subject of my despatch of the 5th instant, I have the 
honour of transmitting to you, for the information of his Excellency the Right 
Honourable tle Governor-General, the enclosed capies of my instructions, 
um@eedate the 17th instant, addressed to Colonel Frith and Major Muller, 
with a copy of a letter from Major Muller and extracts from threqgetters which 
I have recently received from Colonel Frith, descriptive of a state of insubor- 
dination on the part of several landholders in the districts of Akburpore and 
Aldemow, and more particularly of the rebcllious conduct of Surboodoom Sing, 
Zemindat of Dooarka, which would seem to have induced the apprehension of 
an attack by that person on the escort proceeding with treasure toghe Presi- 
dency under the charge of Maj hards. 


2. I have been urged repeatedly by the Vizier to take measures for the exem- 
plary punishment of Surboodoum Sing, Zemindar of Dooarka, and some others 
in the district of Akburpore, who have constructed fortresses on their lands and 
resisted the authority of the Government, as well as appropriated the whole of 
the revenues of their estates during a period of several years ; and I was induced, 
in September last, ta come under an engagement to his Excellency for the 
employment of a military force with a battering-train against those landholders, 
as soon as the necessary arrangements for this purpose could be made by the 
commanding-officer of the troops in the field. General Stafford had also assured 
me, that the equipment of the battering-train at Purtaubggi#y should be ordered 
at an early period of the present cold season, so as to adrirof the performance 
of the service which I had promised to his Excellency the Vizier without any 
material delay. 







3. I feel, therefore, considerably embarrassed by the urgent requisitions of 
the Vizier for the suppression of his rebellious landholders in the districts of 
Ackburpore and Aldemow, at a time when it appears to be impracticable to afford 
him the assistance of a detachment properly equipped for that service, and more 
particularly at a time like the present, when we have occasion to apply to his 
Excellency for many importantes which he has hitherto shewn a readiness to 
grant to the utmost extent of his*power. 


I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. MQ ILLIE, 
28th December 1814. Resident. 





Extract from a Letter from Colonel Frith, comrfanding the Troops at 
Purtaubgurh, dated the 14th of December 1814. 

I had the honour to acquaint you in my letter of the 7th instant, that I had 
found it necessary on that day to detach two companies of sepoys to put a stop 
to the repairs of a fort belonging to Dunneah Sing at Suzakur, &c. ; and I have 
néw to report, that the detachment returned to cantonments this morning, hav- 
ing completely and satisfactorily effected the object for which it was detached 
without meeting any resistance from the Zemindars. 


A party of nujeebs belonging to the Ameen was placed in Suzakur, and the 


the 


| 
| 
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the detachment came away. He also put [haar of nujeebs in possession of five Bengal Political 
other small ghurries in that neighbourhood, and the Zemindars are all im attend- Consultations, 
ance on the Ameen, as I am informed, with the exception of Dunneah Sing, 17 Jan. 1815. 


who diiving‘been long confined in irons by the late Aumil of the district, could Letter from 
not overcome his apprehensions of bemg again confined and ill-treated ifthe put Colonel Prith. 


# himself in the power of the Ameen. 


In my letter of the 7th I had thethonour to mention the application of Nuneit 
Roy, the Ameen in the Ahmety district, for a force to go against IshurediBing, the 
Zemihdar of Jummow ; and the burkarra I had sent out having returned with 
an unsatisfactory letter from Ishuree Sing, and reported that he had collected a 
large rabble of ‘people and would not suffer the hurkarra to go within gycoss of 
the place, I have found it necessary to detach:a force against him, such #¥1 hope 
will prevent resistarn@e. It consists of a squadron of cavalry, four companies 
of sepoys, and two six4pounders, and 1s under the command of Lieutenant Grant, 
an experienced intelligent officer: it marched this morning. I have instructed iy 
Lieutenant Grant, in case of Ishuree Sing coming in and peaccably submitting | 

to the constituted authorities, to assure him that he should not be confined or 
ill-treated, the apprehension of which pels the general cxcuse made by the 
Zemindars for not coming in and submitting’to the Nawaub’s officers ; but, in the 

. event of resistariie, to punish such as are found in arms. The further proceed- 
ings of this detachment I will report hereafter. 


I have likewise the honour to acquaint you, that I have received intimation 
from Major-General Stafford that the equipments for the battcring-train at this 
post would be furnished as soon as the other calls on the Ordnance Department 
would admit, the necessary steps being in progress for that purpose. When I 
learn any thing further I.shall not fail to let you know. 


P.S. Ensign Aitchison, who commgpded the detachment, reports that he 
had the greatest difficulty in preventing’the nujecbs from plundering, and that 
they are universally detested on this account. T'rom what he states there appears 
to be no kind of discipline or subordination in those corps: hence a reform seems + sy 
Indispensably necessary. - 

A true extract : 
(Signed) J. BAILui¥, 
Resident. 


Qeemeeereemeee 


Sir: 7 from Resident at 
1. I have the honour to acknowledge the reccipt of your letter dated the 14th zavenon 


instant, conveying the satisfactory intclligence of the return of your detach- 
ment ffom Suzakur after accomplishing the object for which it was sent, as also 
the occupation of. five other small ghurries in that neighbourhood by parties of 
the Vizier’s troops preparatory to the dismantling of the ghurries. 


# To Colonel Frith, commanding the Troops at Purtaubgurh. Letter 


_& Tentircly approve the whole of your judicious procecdings on this occa- 
sion, which I shall report in suitable terms to his Excellency the Vizier, and I 
rely with perfect confidence on the zealous continuation and ultimate success of 
your eflorts to establish the permanent tranquillity and good order of all the 
districts around you. 


3. With a reference to the concluding paragraph of your letter, I have the 
honour of transmitting, for your information, the enclosed copy of a letter of 
this date, which I have addressed to Major Muller, commanding the troops at 
Sultanpore. 


4. I notice the information conveyed by the postscript of your letter, and I 
shall not fail to call the Vizier’s attention to it with a view to the improvement 
of the discipline of lys nujeebs. 


ie 


_ d have, &c. di 
ucknow, Siftied J. Bar.xre 
17th December 1814. ' Resident. ; 
"e 
To 
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To Major Muller, commanding the Troops at Sultanpore. 


Sir: 
1. [have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
15th instant with its enclosure, and to inform you that a suitable applic#tion on 
the subject of it has been made to his Excellency the Vizier. 


2. I take this opportunity of apprizing you that I have lately received 
several communications from his Excellency the Vizier, accompanied by 
state s from his Ameens and other officers of revenue in the districts 
contiguous to your station, descriptive of the rebellious conduct of many of 
the Zemindars in those districts; more particularly Surboodoom Singof Dooarka, 
and Surupject and Duljeet Sing of Chundypore Bidhur, and requiring the 
aid of ur troops for the coercion and punishment eo landholders. 


3. Major Richards will, of course, have trans to you my several 
despatches to that officer of the dates noticed in the margin,* and those 
despatches will have served to apprize you of the important nature of the 
duties connected with the command which you have assumed. 








4, By a despatch which I have received this day from Colonel Frith, it would 
appear that the arrangements for equipping the battering-train at Purtaubgurh 


are in a state of considerable forwardness and likely to be concluded very soongiy 


when a formidable force to be detached from the two stations of Purtaubgurh 
and Sultanpore will take the field and proceed without delay to Akburpore, 
for the purpose of quelling the insurgents in that quarter and depriving them 
of the possession of their forts. 


5. But, in the mean time, it seems highly expedient that you should adopt 
every measure in your power to support the authority of the Ameens in the 
several districts around you, by furpiging detachments of your corps for the 
performance of every service equissgahat can be executed without the hazard 
of a failure. 


6. A copy of this despatch will be forwarded to Colonel Frith for his infor- 
mation, and you will be pleased to maintain a regular correspondence with that 
officer, on whose professional judgment and experience, and particularly on 
his knowledge of the state of the country and character of the people around 
you, I have great reason to rely for the most useful suggestions to you regarding 
the mode of proceeding to be adopted for the early and successful accomplish- 
ment of the object of those instructions. 


I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAILiig, 
17th December 1814. Resident. 





To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 17th 
instant. I would have done so sooner, but delayed till now, in order to acquaint 
you with Major Richards’ departure this morning with the fleet of treasure 
boats under hus charge. 


As some suspicion had arisen in Major Richards’ mind, as well as in my own, 
respecting the intentions of Surboodoom Sing and his associates when the fleet 
should pass under his fort at Dooarka, about sixteen coss from this, I offered 
Major Richards to accompany him (by land) with a detachment from the 
battalion under my command to the British frontier in the Jounpore district. 
The Major accepted the proposal, and accordingly four companies (about two 
hundred rank and file) from the first battalion of the Second Regiment marched 
early this morning under the command of Lieutenant G rd (my quarter-mas- 
ter) and another officer to Popperghaut, with orders to in there till the fleet 
arrived and then accompany it to our frontier, keeping a8 near to the river 
| prone opposite to Danakas as ciraggnstances would permit. — After 

ieutenant Gerard has performed this part of his duty he is directed to cross the 





river 
* 15th and 30th August, Ist September, and Ist December 1814, 


#2 
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river Goomty with the Ameen, Hafiz Alee Khan, into the purgunnah of' Bengal Political 


Aldemow, and assisthim to arrange and settle the district, but on no account to 
undertake any hostile measures; and, above all, not to meddle with Surboo- 
doom Sing, &c. &c. unless he should find them disposed to behave as zood 


subjects. 


From every information I can obtain, the fall or surrender of Dooarka will 
be the signal for all other ghurries in Aldemow and Akburpore to do the same ; 
but the force which I have at present here isso very much reduced by the 
completing of the grenadiers who have gone to Cawnpore, recruiting parties, 
and instructors at our numerous drills, that nothing of effect can be undertaken, 
unless strongly reinforced from other quarters, and yet it appears absolutely 
necessary to proceesl as early as possible to coercive measures against the rebels, 
who have so repeatedly behaved ill and set the Vizier’s officers at defiance. 


Agreeably to your instructions I have communicated the substance of this 
letter to Colonel I'rith, nor shall I fail to correspond with him on all points 
connected with the public service. 


I have, &c. 


Sultanpore, Oude, (Signed) I’. R Murer, 
2ist December 1814. Major, commanding at Sultanpore. 





Extract from a Letter fiom Colonel Frith, commanding the Troops at 
Purtaubgurh, dated the 20th of December 1814. 


1 beg leave further to acquaint you that Khajah Hafiz Alee Khan, the Ameen 
of Aldemow in the Akburpore district, sent a confidential person (Moolwee 
Meher Alee) to represent the refractory state of the Zemindars of that district, 
and the necessity of the immediate aid of a military force in support of the 
Nawaub’s authority and to prevent heavy loss in the revenue. I informed 
him that I only waited for the arrival from Cawnpore of the equipments for 
the battering-train, when I would move with a strong force into that district ; 
but as it is quite uncertain when the battering-train can be ready, he earnestly 
urged that I should move into the district with such force as was immediately 
disposable, and let the battering-train follow afterwards, if it should be found 
necessary. He assured ine there were no guns in any of the forts, and that 
they would all submit on the appearance of a British force, particularly if I 
went in command of it myself: and as the detachments lately sent out have 
been so successful, I am willing to try what can be done without the heavy 
ordnance, if you approve of it, in which case I purpose moving after the 
return of Lieutenant Grant’s detachment, with such force as can be conve- 
niently spared from this post and Sultanpore into the Akburpore and Aldemow 
districts, Should you sanction this measure, some bildars will be necessary 
and coolies to carry the scaling-ladders, which I hope his Excellency will be 
pleased to order the Ameen to provide. 


Major Richards being still at Sultanpore and under some apprehension of 
being attacked by the Zemindars as he passed down the Goomty with the 
treasure, I recommended his taking a reinforcement of two or three companies 
from Major Muller’s battalion on the boats until he got into the Company’s 
territory, when they might return by land to their post. ‘This was two days 
ago, and I have not since heard of his departure, but suppose he must be off 
by this time, and make no doubt of his passing down unmolested. The 
object, however, being of importance, I deemed it proper to recommend a 


safe course. 


The situation of affairs in the Aldemow district requiring immediate aid to 
the Ameen’s authority, I shall write to Major Muller this day to detach into 
that district, on the return of such party as he may have sent with Major 
Richards, five or six companies with the field pieces attached to his battalion, 
to support Khajah Hafiz Alee Khan until I can join them with what cavalry and 
infantry can be spared from this post, with instructions to the officer who may 

; 8 I command. 
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command to endeavour to prevail upon the Zemindars to come in and settle 
with the Ameen, but not risk an attack on any fort, unless quite sure of success, 
until reinforced. 


I have heard nothing further from General Stafford in regard to the equip- 
ment of the battering-train, and fear there will be a further delay. 





Extract from a Letter from Colonel Frith commanding the Troops at 
Purtaubgurh, dated the 23d of December 1814. 


I have the honaur to transmit for your information the copy of a letter I 
received last night from Lieutenant Grant, an arzee from Ishuree Bukhsh, or 
Ishuree Sing, for his Excelleucy the Nawaub Vizier; and also one from him to 
my address, on the subject of which I hope his Excellency will be pleased 
to send instructions to Nuneit Roy to make a settlement with Ishuree Bukhsh 
on equitable terms. An arzee from Nuneit Roy is also enclosed. 


I have the honour further to acquaint you, that I received last night from 
Major-General Stafford the copy of a letter from the Adjutant-General, 
intimating that the calls upon the Ordnance Department would not admit of 
the battering-train at this post being equipped for service just now, conse- 
guently the expedition into the Akburpore and Aldemow districts must be 
relinquished until next season. Elowever, as Major Muller informs me that 
he has sent four companies of sepoys with Hafiz Alee Khan into the Aldemow 
district, under the command of an intelligent officer, I hope the revenue will 
sustain no material injury from the delay. 


True extracts : 
(Signed) J. Batre, 
Resident, 





To his Excellency the Honourable Sir George Nugent, Bart., K.B, Vice- 
President in Council, &c. &c. &e. 
Honourable Sir : 
I have the honour of transmitting, for your Excellency in Couneil’s informa- 
tion, the enclosed duplicate of a despatch of this date addressed to the 
Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political Department. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. Bane, 
80th December 1814. Resident. 


Ce 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political 
Department. 
‘Sir: 


1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
21st instant, which reached me only to-day, and I regret that I could not have 
foreseen the difficulty which has recently arisen regarding the equipment of 
the battering-train at Purtaubgurh, when my first instructions were issued to 
the commanding officer at that station, in compliance with the requisition of 
the Vizier, for the support of his Excellency’s officers and the suppression of 
his rebellious Zemindars. 


2. My despatch of the 28th instant will have served to apprize his Excel- 
lency the Right Honourable the Governor-General of the apparently urgent 
necessity of a compliance with the Vizier’s requisition for the suppression of 
one Zemindar who has long resisted his authority, and would seem to have 
meditated an attack against a detachment of the Honourable Company’s traops. 
proceeding with treasure to the Presidency. Surboodoom Sing, Talookadar of 
Dooarka, is the person to whom I allude ; and the subjection of this person. 
to the authority of the Vizier's Government, while it seems an object of 
essential importance to the restoration of the general tranquillity and realiza- 
tion of the public revenue in the districts of Akburpore and Aldemow, is a 
measure impracticable, I apprehend, save by the united operation for a time - 

the 
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the troops at Sultanpore and Purtaubgurh, with the assistance ef the battering 
guns which remain to be equippad at Purtaubgurh. 


8. It is possible, however, that my recent instructions to Major Muller, and 
the measure adopted by that officer for the reinforcement of the escart with 
treasure, may have awed the Zemindar of Dooarka into a conduct mere sub- 
missive to his sovereign and more consistent with his duty as a subjeet than 
that which he has hitherto pursued, and that the necessity for further opera- 
tions may be thus happily superseded. At all events, I beg you to assure his 
Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor-General of my implicit atten- 
tion in future to the purport of his Lordship’s commands, and alsa of my 
zealous endeavours to satisfy the mind of the Vizier on the subject of all future 
requisitions from his Excellency for the aid of the British troops, without 
directing any military operations that can occasion the smallest inconvenience 
of the nature described in your despatch. 


Ihave, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Barnure, 
30th December 1814. Resident. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 14th February 1315. 
To the Honourable N, B. Edmonstone, Esq, Vice-President in Council, 
&c. &c. &c. 
Honourable Sir: 

IT have the honour of transmitting, for your information, a duplicate of my 
despatch of this date to the Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political 
Department. 

Ihave, &e. 

Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. BatnLie, 

Ist February 1815. Resident. 





To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political 
Department. 
Sir : 

1. I have the honour of transmitting to you, for the information of his Excel- 
lency the Right Honourable the Governor-General, the enclosed copy of a 
letter (circular) under date the 21st ultimo, which I addressed to the oommand- 
ing-officers of the several military stations in the territory of his Excellency the 
Vizier, in compliance with his Excellency’s requisition, and in consequence of 
his recent appointment of Nazims, or collectors and magistrates, to the prinsipal 
districts of his dominions. 


2. I take this opportunity of submitting to the notice of his Lerdship capies 
of my recent correspondence with Colonels Frith and Burrell aad Major 
Lamberne, on the subject of the proceedings of those officers in support of 
the arrangements of reform, which have hitherto proceeded most successfully, 
notwithstanding the extraordinary disadvantages to which the measures of this 
Ciovernment have been subjected by the removal of so large a praportion of 
the usnal quota of our troops from the duties of the interior of Oude. 


5. The districts of Akburpore and Aldemow form the only exception to the 
remark which is stated in the foregoing paragraph. Those districts were in a 
state of disorder, if not of actual insurrection and rebellion, during a period of 
several years before the introduction of the reform, and the want of a sufficient 


force to reduce some powerful landholders in Akburpore, who are still in arms. 


againet the Government, has proved the only obstacle, in my opinion, to the 
complete and satisfactory establishment of the new system of administration 
throughout the dominions of the Vizier in the course of the present season. 


4. I have hopes, however, of the accomplishment of this great and beneficial 
Devas without any additional force, by the measures which his Excellency 
e 


izier has recently adopted with my concurrence, as referred to in the 
enclosures 
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enclosures of this despatch, and more particularly under the influence of the 
instructions which have been issued at my suggestion to the Nazims. 
I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J, Baruse, 
Ast February 1815. Resident. 





To Colonel Frith, commanding the Troops at Purtaubgurh. 
Sir: 

1. Among the arrangements of his Excellency the Vizier for the better 
administration of his revenues, the appointment of Nazims, or Zillahdars, to 
perform the functions of collector and magistrate and to control the proceed- 
ings of the Tehsildars in the several districts of his dominions, is a measure 
which has long been in contemplation, and has recently been carried into 
effect, by the appointment of several natives of superior rank and consideration 
to execute the offices described: and of these, Rajah Bhowanee Pershaud has 
been nominated, and is now about to proceed, to the Zrllah of Purtaubgurh and 
Sultanpore. 


2. On the Rajah’s arrival in his district lie will have the honour of presenting 
or transmitting this letter to-you, and is in future to be considered by you as 
the constituted local authority over all the districts around you, and the medium 
of all communications respecting the state of the Zillah at large, and of’ requi- 
sitions for the assistance of the troops. 


8. You will accordingly be pleased to afford to him your uniform countenance 
and support in the discharge of the duties of his office, to consider him as the 
Jocal representative of the Government in the Zillah of Sultanpore and Purtaub- 
gurh, and as vested with authority to decide in all matters of revenue and 
police, and in disputes of every description between the subordinate officers 
and Zemindars; and you will further be pleased to comply with the Rajah’s 
eventual requisitions for the aid of the British troops, in such cases as may 
appear to require it, with a view to maintain his authority in the districts com- 
mitted to his charge. 

I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. Barwiz, 
2ist January 1815. Resident. 





Of the same tenor and date, to Lieutenant-Colonel Muller, commanding the 
troops at Sultanpore. 


Of the same tenor and date (regarding the appointment of Meer Jaafer 
Alee Khan as Nazim of Baraitch and its dependencies), to Lieutenant-Colonel 


Fraser, commanding the troops at Secrora. 





To Colonel Frith, commanding the Troops at Purtaubgurh. 
Sir: 

1. In continuation of the subject of my letter under date the 21st ultimo, I 
have now the honour of informing you, that his Excellency the Vizier has been 
pleased to appoint Kooar Ruttun Chund to the office of Nazim or Zillahdar of 
all the districts of Byswarra, including Barellie and Dalmow. 


2. Kooar Ruttun Chund is the son-in-law of Rajah Dya-Krishen, his Excel- 
lency the Vizier’s Dewan, and is entitled on this account, as well as by the 
important nature of the office which he holds, to distinguished notice and con- 
sideration. He will have the honour of presenting or transmitting this letter 
to you shortly after his arrival in the district, and you will be pleased to receive 


and consider him as placed in the same situation, and as exercising similar 
authority 
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authority in the districts that are ander hid charge, with Rajah Bhowanee Bengal Pulitieat 


‘ : j ' . P . ‘ ‘ Coneuliati A 
Pershaud in the districts of Sultanpore and Purtaubgurh. . 14 Feb, BIE. . 
I have, 8, — 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Barurié, 
Ist February 1815. Resident. 
To J. Baillie, Esq. Resident at Lucknow. Letter frem 
Sie Lieutenant-Colonel 


Burrell. 
The detachment under my command being ordered by his Excellency the is 


Right Honourable the Commander-in-Chief to march to Saharunpore and 
Nahan, and in consequence having returned to Seetapore from the services on 
which it was employed in the districts of Sandee, Pallee, and Bangur, pursuant 
to the orders of his Excellency the Vizier, and your instructions, I consider it 
to be my duty, in justice to the Ameen of Sandee, Kootb-ood-Deen Hussun, to 
report to you for his Excellency’s information, that thraugh his zeal, exertions, 
and good conduct, the district of Sandee was restored to peace and tranquillity, 
and all the orders of his Government carried into execution ; and further, that 
by his aid, and the good conduct of Juswunt Sing, Ameen of Pallee, this 
district has been also speedily restored to peace and good order. 


I have also much pleasure in reporting to you, that the great abilites and 
experience of Hukeem Mehdee Alee Khan, Zillahdar, aided by the Ameen Agha 
Jan, with only two companies of my detachment under the command of 
Captain Lloyd, and the troops of his Excellency the Nawaub, brought the 
district of Bangur into such a state of peace and good order, as to enable him 
to dispense with the services of the two companies above-mentioned, by which 
means the corps under my command will commence its march for the impor- 
tant service it is ordered upon two days sooner than it otherwise could. 


The pay of the troops for November, Hukeem Mehdee Alee Khan had 
all ready on the arrival ei the detachment at Tandeeawn, which was not 
detained a moment on that account, 


In justice to Mirza Hadee, the Ameen of Loharpore, permit me to mention, 
that when the three flank companies of my corps were in November last 
ordered to proceed upon service, and he heard they would be detained some days 
for pay (which had not, when the orders for their march was received, left 
Lucknow), he immediately stepped forward and said they should not be delayed 
on that account, and offered the amount, which I gladly accepted, giving him 
ny reccipt for the same. I would and ought to have acquainted you with this 
circumstance (so much to the credit of Mirza Hadee) when it occurred, but he 
prevented me. 


During the whole time the detachment was employed, both officers and men 
received every attention they could wish for, and Iam happy to say, their very 
soldierly and conciliatory behaviour gave great satisfaction to every body at the 
different places of encampment. Permit me to assure you, Sir, that I am most 
highly gratified by your approval of my own condnct for having used my 
endeavours to accomplish your wishes, which have been so beneficial to his 
Highness’s Government and done so much good to his subjects. 


With my most thankful acknowledgment for the very essential aid I received 
from you, by the admirable mode you had the goodness to point out for the 
commanding-ofticer’s conduct, when acting with the Zillahdar and Ameens of the 
Goverment of Oude, by following which I was prevented from erring, and 
performed the small part I had to aet with success, 


I have, &c. 


Seetapore, (Signed) LL. Burre ct, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
20th January 1815. commanding the Troops at Seetapure. 
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~.. + ToJ. Baillie, Beg. Resident at Luckoowy,..- . y, ... 


Sir : , Thy ge bos ody? 

I have the honour to report to ‘you that Major Lamborne, with the detach- 
ment of the second battalion of the Twenty-fourth Regiment Native Infantry 
under iis command, tnarched into cantonments yesterday morning. The sur- 
veys will be completed to-day, and he will proceed to-morrow with his 
detachment and guns towards Tundeeawn, where I expect he will arrive on the 
24th instant. 

Major Lamborne has been furnished with all the necessary instructions for 
his guidance after his arrival at Tundeeawn. 

Yam in hopes the battalion under my command will be ready to march on the 
23d instant, completely equipped for field service. 

1 have, &c. 


‘Se€tapore, (Signed) L. Burret, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
2ist January 1815 commanding at Seetapore. 





To J. Baillie, Esq. Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

I have the honour to acquaint you that the detachment employed in the 
Bilkhur purgunnah returned to cantonments yesterday, the Ameen having 
settled with Dewan Zubber Sing, Bundeeshury Bukhsh, and some other Zemin- 
dars, who were backward in the payment of their revenue. 

{ have also the honour to acquaint you, that at the requisition of Meer Imam 
Alce, the Ameen of Purtaubgurh, a detachment, consisting of a troop of cavairy 
and a company of sepoys, inarched yesterday against some Zemindars in this 
district, who bave manifested a refractory disposition and have been backwaril 
in the payment of their rents. 


I have likewise to acquaint you, that Sheikh Shoojaut Alee, the Ameen of 
Manickpore, has applied for a force to go against Sewdut Sing, the Talookadar 
of Kuttoa, who is represented as being employed in repairing his fort and 
shewing other signs of a refractory disposition, and that I have in consequence 
ordered a detachment of cavalry and infantry to march to-morrow for the pur- 
pose of putting a stop to these proceedings. 


Captain-Lieutenant Grant with the detachment under his command is still 
actively employed in putting Nuneit Roy in possession of ghurries (in order to be 
dismantied), which enable the Zemindars to resist the authority of Government. 


I have further to report for your information, that the officers commanding 
the different detachments sent out from this post, as well as the Ameens em- 
ployed in the different districts, represent the Nawaub’s troops stationed with 
them to assist in the collection of the revenue as being in a most insubordinate 
and mutinous state ; that they will not attend to or obey any order, but plunder 
the villagers of their property and destroy the fields of grain in the most mis- 
chievous manner, and that they are consequently detested by the inhabitants, 
who are frequently forced by their oppression and injustice into resistance which 
they never intended ; and it is but justice to the Zemindars to state, that 
wherever the Company’s troops have appeared they have submitted peaceably 
and delivered up their forts, on the mere assurance of the officer commanding 


that their persons and property would be protected. 


I have, Sc. 
Purtaubghur, (Signed)  R. Farrn, 
18th January 1815. Colonel, commanding at Purtaubghur. 


Lad 





e 
ft ¢ *% ‘ 


'* ° To Colonel Frith, commanding the Troops at’ Purtaubglinr. 
Sir : 
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 18th 


instant, announcing the return of your detachment which was employed in the 
purgunnah 
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purgunnah of Bilkhur after perfornting thelservive required, as also your com- 
pliance with requisitions from the Ameens of Purtaubghur and Maniekpore for 
‘the support of thetr authotity mi these distzicts. Translations of this and of your 
former official letter, under date the 7thstnstant, have been submitted to his 
Excellency the Vizier, and his Excellency has desired me to convey to you his 
thanks for the readiness which you evince, and the judicious measures which 


you have adopted, to support the proceedibgs of his officers with a view to the 
realization of his revenue. 


2. Measures are in train of adoption for the reform of his Excellency’s troops, 
and will, I hope, have the desired effect of restraining their irregular conduct 
in the villages, as well as of improving their general discipline and ensuring 
their subordination to the Ameens. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. Bartxz, 
23d January 1815. Resident. 





To. J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

I have the honour to acquaint you, that the detachment which marched on 
the 17th instant against several Zemindars in this district, at the requisition of 
the Ameen, has returned to cantonments, having satisfactorily effected the 
objects for which it was detached. I lave also to acquaint you, that the officer 
commanding the detachment in the Manickpore district reports that Sewdut 
Sing had on his approach evacuated the fort of Kuttola, and had come to a 
settlement with the Ameen; and that there appearing to be no further employ- 
ment for the detachment in that district, I have directed the officer in command 
to proceed with it into the Dalmow district, to the support of the Ameen, 
Omrow Sing, who has sent a list of seven Zemindars who are backward in the 
payment of their rents, and in other respects refractory as he represents. 


I have further to acquaint you, that the hostile intentions manifested by 
Shew Gholam Sing, the Zemindar of Shah Gurh, has obliged me to detach this 
morning, to reinforce Captain Grant, two companies of sepoys and the two six- 
pounders, which I hope will enable him to effect a speedy and satisfactory set- 
tlement, or if necessary punish the offender. 


J have likewise to acquaint you, that the Magistrate at Elahabad has requested 
assistance for the purpose of seizing the chief of the decoits who plundered the 
treasure proceeding from Elahabad to this place some years ago, and whose 
haunt has lately been discovered. A small party of cavalry and infantry will 
accordingly march on this duty to-morrow morning. 


J have, &c. 


Purtaubghur, (Signed) R. Fairs, 
25th January 1815. Colonel, commanding. 





To Colonel Frith, commanding the Troops at Purtaubghur. 
Nir : 
I have the honour of transmitting, for your information and guidance, a copy 
ofa letter received from Lieutenant Gerard, commanding the troops at Sultan- 
pore, and a capy of my answer to that letter. 


. I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. BaILyre, 
29th January 1815, | Resident. 
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To J. Bailie; Eoq., Resident at Luckuow. 


Sir: 

J did myself the hoapur to acquaint you, a few days ago, of the command of 
the troops at this station having devolved to me, us sedior officer, on the depar- 
ture of Lieutenant-Colonel Muller; it is therefore meumbent on me now to 
inform you of the state of affairs here at the time | assumed charge, that | may 
be guided by your instructions, particularly with respect to the future measures 
necessary to be pursued in effecting the reduction of the numerous refractory 
Zemindars of the adjoining districts, especially those of Aldemow, who are in 
such a rebellious state and have been allowed to remain so long so, that the 
most petty landholders in it refuse to come to any kind of adjustment for the 
payment of their arrears of revenue with the Aumil, without a military force 
being employed to bring them to a due sense of their duty and submission to 
his authority. Many of them are in some degree become independent and set 
the Government at open defiance, which they are enabled to continue, by appro- 
priating the revenue to the maintenance of considerable bodies of armed men to 
defend themselves when attacked, and to carry on a species of plundering war- 
fare against their more peaceable neighbours, by which means they are also 
enabled to increase and support their adherents and fortify their villages. I take 
the liberty to observe, that the longer they are permitted to remain in this turbu- 
lent state, the greater will be the force required, and the more ditticulttes there 
will be to overcome in their reduction. 


J entertain no doubt but Lieutenant-Colonel Muller, previous to his departure, 
duly communicated to you the operations of the detachment late under my com- 
mand and at present under that of Lieutenant Robinson, which bad the effect, 
without proceeding to extremities, of mducing Madhoo Sing, Talookadar of 
Dehrah, a man of considerable note in the district, to liquidate the sum of 
10,000 rupees of his arrears of revenuc, which | have no doubt will have some 
influence on others to follow his example. Since my arrival in cantonments, 
having been recalled for the purpose of receiving charge, tle detachment before- 
inentioned has proceeded agaiast Ishuree Bukhsh, Talookadar of Purnesputtee, 
distant about a coss and a half from Dehrah, who upon the approach of our 
troops deserted his village, in which he had fortified his house, and fled to an 
adjacent wood. <A party was secretly detached on the night of the 23d to seize 
his person, if possible; bu although completely surprised, he had the good for- 
tune to effect his escape, and after having ‘wandered about for some days has 
now taken refuge with his relation the rebellrous Zemindar of Dooarka. Several 
of his followers with arms in their hands were laid hold of, and have been deli- 
vered to the Aumil, Hafiz Alee Khan. 


The principal object of my thus addressing you is to represent the inadequacy 
of the force at present in the district of Aldemow under Lieutenant Robinson to 
proceed to active operations against the more powerful refractory Zemindars of 
Dooarka and Bidhur, who have not made the least attempt towards a reconcilia- 
tion, nor have they shewed any disposition to liquidate their arrears of revenue, 
but on the contrary are daily strengthening themselves in their possessions and 
entertaining men to resist the just demands of Government. When dislodged 
from their present strong holds, it is their intention, I am given to understand, 
to seek refuge in the territories of the Honourable Company, where they are 
equally landholders as well as in the dominions of his Excellency the Nawaub. 


In case the light companies in Oude are not called for to proceed on imme- 
diate service, as it was supposed they would be some days ago, Colonel Frith 
having advised that the company at this post should be hek! in readiness foy that 
purpose, it can hereafter be spared to assist the detachment in Aldemow in the 
collection of the revenue and reduction of the refractory Zemindars. 


I have, &c. P 
Sultanpore, Oude, (Signed) J OHN GERARD, 
20th January 1818. Lieutenant, commanding at Sultanpore. 


To 
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To Lieutenant Gerard, commanding the Troops at Sultanpore. 
Sir : 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
26th instant, and I beg your acceptance of my thanks for this early and 
explicit communication of the state of affairs in your district, which was 
rendered peculiarly desirable by the scanty communications to this office of 
your predecessor in the command of the troops. 


2, I was fully aware of and regretted the inadequacy of the force under 
your command, which is now commanded by Lieutenant Robinson, to the 
reduction of the refractory landholders in the districts of Akburpore and 
Aldemow ; but, under the instructions which I had issued to Colonel Frith, I 
calculated on that officer’s being enabled to detach a force to your aid, 
or to proceed in person to Aldemow, for the purpose of conducting the 
military operations in that quarter to a speedy and successful conclusion. 
In this expectation I have been necessarily hitherto disappointed by the 
numerous calls on Colonel Frith from the Vizier’s officers in his neighbourhood 
for the aid of the troops under his command, and I have been induced by the 
Colonel’s reports of the duties which he has had to perform, as well as by the 
state of the districts in the neighbourhood of the station of Sultanpore, to 
suspend the instructions which I had issued for the detachment of your light 
company and that of the battalion at Purtaubgurh to reinforce Major-General 
Wood. 


§. This latter measure will, I presume, have been announced to you by 
Colonel Frith before your receipt of this letter, and will have enabled you to 
reinforce Lieutenant Robinson to the extent which yuu describe, should you 
deem such a reinforcement to be essential to the accomplishment of the objects 
in view. 

4. But I am disposed to rest my hope of the subjection of the refractory 
landholders in your neighbourhood, and of the speedy restoration of tranquil- 
lity in the districts of Akburpore and Aldemow, on an arrangement which 
has been recently adopted by his Excellency the Vizier, at my suggestion, for 
the better government of those districts, and which I had the honour of 
announcing to the commanding-officers of Sultanpore and Purtaubgurh in my 
letters of the 21st instant, delivered to Rajah Bhuwanee Pershaud, the newly- 
appointed Nazim or Zillahdar. 


5. This able and experienced officer is now on his way to Purtaubgurh, for 
the purpose of concerting with Colonel Frith the plan of operations to be 
adopted for the subjection of the refractory Zemindars and restoration of 
tranquillity in his districts, and you will receive from Colonel Frith in due 
time a communication of his sentiments and instructions on such parts of the 
duty to be performed as may be expected from the troops under your orders. 


6. Irely with confidence on your able and zcalous execution of the duties to 
be assigned to you by Colonel Frith, to whom a copy of this despatch shall 


be transmitted. 
I have, &c. 





Lucknow, (Signed) J. Batuuie, 
28th January 1815. Resident. 
\ 
To Major Lamborne. 
Sir : 


1. Ihave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
25th instant, reporting your arrival at Tundeeawn and detachment of two 
companies of’ sepoys, in compliance with the requisition of Hukeem Mehdee 
Alee Khan, for the support of his deputy Agha Jan. 


2, The peaceable state of the district of Khyrabad, as reported by Colonel 
Burrell before your arrival, and referred to in your recent despatches, super- 
sedes the necessity for my detaining you in the command of the detachmeat 
at Tundeeawn, and you will be pleased a deliver over the command to the 
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next senior officer who may be present with it, and proceed to join your corps 
at Cawnpore. 


8. Lieutenant-Colonel Burrell having remained in command of the station 
at Seetapore under the special authority of his Excellency ‘the Commander-in- 
Chief, and with my entire approbation, you will be pleased to direct the officer 
commanding at Tundeeawn, and all other officers of your detachment employed 
on separate duties in the districts of Pallee and Khyrabad, to report their pro- 
ceedings to Colonel Burrell and to consider themselves as under his arders. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J: Barrxre, 
28th January 1815. Resident, ¢ 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 28th February 1815. 


To the Honourable N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Vice-President in Council, &c. &c. &c. 
Honourable Sir : 

Ihave the honour of transmitting for your information a duplicate of my 
despatch of this date to the Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political 
Department. 

I have, &c. 

Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Barvure, 

7th Vebruary 1815. Resident. 


CEA 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political 
Department. 
Sir: 

In continuation of the subject of my despatches of the 3ist ultimo and Ist 
instant, I have now the honour of transmitting to you, for the information of 
his Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor-General, the enclosed 
extracts from a despatch which [have this day received from Colonel Frith, 
commanding the troops at Purtaubgurh. 


T have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baris, 
7th February 1815. Resident. 


Extract from a Letter from Colonel Frith, commanding the Troops at Purtaub- 
gurh, to Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow, dated the 4th February 1315. 


Ihave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29th 
ultimo with enclosures, to which due attention shall be paid. I am happy to 
learn from private accounts that the detachment employed in the Aldemow dis- 
trict has been making considerable progress of late in the settlement of that 
quarter. 


I have also the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 3Ist 
ultimo by express, and to acquaint yau that the necessary orders were imme- 
diately given for recalling the several detachinents of cavalry: having last night 
received the orders of his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, the Eighth 
Regiment of Cavalry will march towards GorucKpore, under the command of 
Major OBrien, as soon as pay arrives and the several detachments join, which I 
hope will be in three or four days. 


I have much satisfaction in acquainting you that the fort af Shah-Gurh was 
evacuated on the Ist instant. Captain Grant’s official report I have the hanuur 
to enclose for your information. To the temper and madevation observed by 


him on this occasion, as well as to the judgment and: ability with which he has 
conducted 
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conducted the whole of the service upon which he has lately been employed, I 
feel greatly indebted, 


The detachment sent out to seize the notorious offender Bhoodhie, at the 
requisition of the Magistrate of Elahabad, returned to cantonments yesterday, 
having failed in the object for which it was sent out, owing to the offender having 
taken refuge in a small fort in the Begum’s jagier to which they were refused 
admittance. 


No complaints have lately been made against any of the Zemindars in the 
districts dependent on this post; and as the new Zillahdar appears to be very 
popular, I hope the collections will be realized without further trouble, or any 
calls of consequence on the Company’s troops. 


I beg leave to acquaint you that I have received orders from his Excellency 
the Right Honourable the Commander-in-Chief to proceed with all convenient 
expedition to the command to which I had the honour of being appointed lately 
by Government, and that I propose leaving this on the 5th instant and pro- 
ceeding by the route of Lucknow. 


A true extract: 


(Signed) J. Bairxre, 
Resident. 





Evtract from a Letter from Captain Grant, commanding a Detachment at 
Ahmety, to Colonel Frith, commanding the Troops at Purtaubgurh, dated the 
Od February 1815. 


I had yesterday the honour to report to you that.the ghurry of Shah-Gurh 
had been evacuated, about eleven o’clock a.m., by Sew Gholam Sing and _ his 
followers, and my having placed two companies in it under Lieutenant 
Baumgardt, whom I directed to remain in the place with the Ameen until the 
woiks shall have been comyletely destruyed and the ditch flledup. The ghurry 
was given up solely through the negotiation of Rajah Bhuwanee Pershaud’s 
Vakeel, who came into my camp yesterday morning and informed me that his 
master had sent him to the fort to desire that it might be given up, which the 
owner, Sew Gholum Sing, immediately agreed to do, provided a guard of the 
Company’s sepoys should be sent in to protect some private property which was 
to be left in the place. 

A true extract : 


(Signed) J. Barirre, 
Resident. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 7th March 1815. 


To J. Monckton, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Government in the Political 
. Department. 
Sir: 


I am directed to transmit to you, forthe information of the Honourable the 
Vice-President in Council, and for record, the accompanying copy of a letter 
addressed this day to the Resident at Lucknow, in reply to his despatches of 
the Ist and 7th instant, by command of his Excellency the Right Honourable 
the Governor-General. 

IT have, &c. 
Camp, Futtypore, Sikree, (Signed) J. ADAM, 
18th February 1815. Secretary to the Government. 





e To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
irs 
1. Ihave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches of the 
Ist and 7th instant, detailing the measures which have been taken for establish- 
ing an improved system of administration throughout the territories of his 
I’xcellency 
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Excellency the Nawaub Vizier, and 1 have .it.in command from the Right 


Honourable the Governor-General to express to you his Lordship’s entire gatis. 
faction in having learned the progress which hag already been made in thx 
establishment of the new system, notwithstanding the unfavourable circum: 
stances under which the reform was attempted, in consequence of the exigencies 
of the public service having occasioned the removal of a large proportion of the 


British force usually stationed in Oude. 


2. You will be pleased to express to his Excellency the Vizier the satisfaction 
felt by the Governor-General on this occasion, and to state his Excellency’s hope 
that no consideration will induce his Excellency to abandon a plan so pregnant 
with advantage to his interests, and hitherto so successfully pursued. 


Ihave, &c. 


Camp, Futtypore, Sikree, (Signed) J. ADAM, 
18th February 1815. Secretary to the Government. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 21st March 1815. 


Ordered, That the following letter from the Resident at Lucknow, enclosing 
duplicates of despatches to Mr. Secretary Adam, be here recorded, with exception 
to one of the 28th February, which has been transferred to the Secret Proceedings 
of this date. 


To the Honourable N. B. Edmonstone, Esq. Vice-President in Council, 
&e. &c. &e. 
Honourable Sir: 
I have the honour of transmitting, for your information, the enclosed dupli- 
cate of a despatch which I addressed to the Sccietary to the Government in the 
Secret and Political Department, under date the 25th instant. 


Duplicates of two letters to Mr. Adam, of this date, are also transmitted for 
your notice. 
I have, &c. 
Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Barute, 
28th February 1815. Resident. 





To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government in the Seciet and Political 
Department. 
Sir: 
In further continuation of the subject of my despatch under date the Ist instant, 
Ihave nowthe honourof transmitting to you, for the information of his Excellency 
the Right Honourable the Governor-General, the enclosed copies of Jettcr-, 
more recently received from and written to the commanding-officers of our troop» 
at the several stations in the interior. I add, for his Lordship’s information, 
some copies of letters which have passed between me and the Magistrate of 
Jounpore. 
I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Barre, 
25th February 1815. Resident. 





To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

I have had the honour to receive your public letter, under date the 28th 
ultimo, acquainting me with the plan of arrangements in agitation fo effect the 
reduction of the neighbouring Zemindars and to restore tranquillity ta the sur- 
rounding districts, which is a measuie daily becoming more desirable, and the 
longer protracted, will, uf course, become still more difficult in the execution. 


I have been in constant expectation of being favoured with some communi- 
cation from Colonel Frith, relative to the accomplishment of this ghject, which 


I was led to look for from the tenor of your letter. I-have, howeyor, been 
hitherto 
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hitherto disappointed in my hopes, and have now relinquished every prospect of Bengal Politieat 


hearing from him on this subject, as I perceive by General Orders lately pub- 
lished that he ig appointed to the command of the frontier stations of Agra and 
Muttrah, and am given to understand he has marched from Purtaubgurh for that 


purpose. 


Tn consequence of Colonel Frith’s total silence respecting any preparations that 
might be in forwardness for the prosecution of this business, nothing has as yet 
been undertaken by me here towards it, although every thing has been kept in a 
state of readiness, as I waited for his instructions and the benefit of his advice, 
particularly as the force at my disposal 13 inadequate to any effectual operations 
being commenced against the more powerful Talookadars of Dooarka and Bidhur, 
upon the submission or reduction of whom, in a great measure, depends that of 
the whole of the acljacent districts. 


Since my last communication, I have little to add respecting the progress of 
the operations of the detachment at present on se:vice in Aldemow, which has 
lately been principally employed in forcing the inferior Zemindars to come to a 
settlement with the Aumil for the liquidation of their arrears of revenue. 


I have had no intelligence of the approach of the Nazim, Rajah Bhuwanee 
Pershaud, to this post, except the intimation conveyed in your letter. I trust his 
exertions may prove successful in restoring tranquillity to the surrounding 
districts. Be assured nothing shall be wanting on my part, as far as I possess the 
incans, to assist him in his endeavours. 


I have, &c. 


Sultanpore, Oude, (Signed) Joun GERARD, 
6th February 1815. Lieutenant, commanding at Sultanpore. 


; To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
ir: 

I beg to forward, for your information, an extract of a letter received from 
T. Fortescue, Esq. Magistrate of the zillah of Elahabad, and to acquaint you that 
IT have adopted measures in consequence, in concert with the Aumil of the district 
(Sultanpore) in which the thieves he wishes to he apprehended reside, for their 
being taken into custody, and hope it may meet your approbation. 


I have, &c. 
Sultanpore, Oude, (Signed) J. Gerarp, 
8th February 1815. Lieutenant, commanding at Sultanpore. 





o To Colonel Kyan, commanding at Sultanpore. 
Or. 

I have the honour to enclose a copy of the examination of Purshun Sing and 
Bulwunt Sing, and to request you will take measures for the apprehension of the 
persons therein named. 


Purshun Sing and Bulwant Sing, together with a Chuprassee of this Court, 
will wait upon you for the pera of pointing out the individuals, and should 
any suspected property be found, I request you will have it forwarded to me. 


I have, &c. 


Zillah Elahabad, (Signed) T. Forrescue, 
Sist January 1815. Magistrate. 





‘ To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
Ir: 

I did myself the honour to address you on the 6th instant, respecting’ the 
progress of the detachment under the command of Lieutenant Robinson, employed 
in Aldemow, since which period little or nothing has been effected, in: conse- 
quence of the expected arrival of the Nazim, and the Aumil having proceeded to 
‘ugdeespoor for the purpose of paying his respects to him. I also took the 
liberty of pointing out the inadequacy of that force fur the collection of the 
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revenue and cffectual reduction of that turbulent district, unless joined by a 
considerable reinforcement, without which I do not judge it advisable to dirett 
any operations to be commenced against the more powerful Talookadars, upon 
whose submission entirely depends that of the inferior Zemindars. 


I now beg leave to submit for your consideration, decision, and instructions, 
the propriety of allowing the detachment to remain out longer, or to withdraw 
it until a competent force can be spared, and measures adopted for the effectual 
reduction of the surrounding turbulent districts. 


I have not had any intelligence of the approach of the Nazim, Rajah Bhu- 
wanee Pershaud, nor when I can expect his arrival at this station. 


I did myself the pleasure to forward, in my letter under date the 8th 
instant, an extract of a requisition from T. Fortescue, Esq., Judge and Magis: 
trate, for the seizure of some thieves who resided in a village about six coss 
distant from hence, and at the same time acquainting you that I had taken 
measures, in concert with the Aumil of Sultanpore, for their apprehension. I 
now beg leave to inform you, that we were fortunate enough to lay hold of two 
of the persons named, men of no character or consequence, whom I forwarded 
under escort to Elahabad. 

I have, &c. 
Sultanpore, Oude, (Signed) J. Gerarp, 
18th February 1815. Lieutenant, commanding at Sultanpore. 





To Lieutenant Gerard, commanding at Sultanpore. 
Str: 
1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your several letters that 
are noted in the margin.* 


2. Being aware of the inadequacy of the force which is at present employed 
in Aldemow to the reduction of the turbulent Zemindars and realization of 
the revenue in that district, and having also had reason to apprehend that the 
state of the districts of Purtaubgurh, Ahmety, and Dalmow, would not for the 
present admit of your receiving any essential aid from Colonel Frith or his 
successor Major Cumberlege, I could have looked to your detachment for no 
more than the preservation of that authority which remained to the officers of 
the Vizier’s Government at the date of my former instructions, and which 
appeared to be sufficient, with the presence of your detachment in Aldemow, 
to preclude additional disorder, until circumstances might admit of your rein- 
forcement by some troops from the station of Purtaubgurh, or till the arrival 
of Rajah Bhuwanee Pershaud with a considerable force in the district should 
enable you, in concert with that officer, to adopt more effectual measures than 
we have hitherto been entitled to expect. 


8. Rajah Bhuwanee Pershaud has been hitherto prevented from proceeding to 
the district of Aldemow, by his necessary occupation in the settlement of a 
number of intermediate districts; but I have every reason to hope that he will 
soon arrive in your neighbourhood, and after collecting all the troops of the 
Vizier which are now scattered throughout his districts, will be enabled, with 
your assistance and advice, and in co-operation with such troops as you can 
spare, to take such measures as must quickly establish the general tranquillity 
of the country and reduce the refractory Zemindars. 


4. I shall take an early opportunity of submitting to the consideration of 
his Excellency the Vizier the propriety of his ordering the Nazim to proceed 
to Sultanpore without delay, and, in the contemplation of his speedy arrival, it 
seems expedient that the detachment at Aldemow should remain in that dis- 
trict for the present, unless you have reason to apprehend the possibility of its 
receiving a check (continuing inactive as at present) before the arrival of the 
Nazim, in which case it must, of course, be recalled to await his arrival at 
Sultanpore. 


5. I 
* 6th, Sth, and J8th February 1816. 
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5. L entirely approve of the measures which you adopted at the requisition Bengal Polteical 


of Mr. Fortescue for the seizure of public offenders against our Government, 
and I am happy to learn their success. 
[ have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baruue, 
20th February 1815. Resident. 





Extract from a Letter from Major Cumberlege, commanding the Troops at Pur. 
taubgurh, to the Resident at Lucknow, dated the 18th February 1815. 


Ensign Jones, who was detached on the 23d ultimo into the Manickpore dis- 
trict to assist the Ameen in his collections, writes me that the Zemindars came 
in and made their settlements with Omrow Sing to their mutual satisfaction, in 
consequence of which he moved towards Dalmow, agreeably to former instruc- 
tions received from Colonel Frith, to bring in some refractory Zemindars, who 
had been rather backward in their payments and had refused to come to any 
settlement with the Ameen. 


One of these Zemindars, by name Sheo Pershaud of Sunkerpore, whose fort 
was destroyed about four years ago by Colonel Palmer, has been allowed, 
through the negligence of the Vizier’s officers, to put it again in complete 
repair. It is said to be very strong and surrounded with jungle; and from his 
having garrisoned the place with five hundred matchlocks, it does not appear 
likely that he will agree to have it destroyed, unless compelled by a superior 
force. 


The detachment under Ensign Jones consisting only of one company, and 
the force under the Ameen being every way contemptible, I have instructed him 
to avoid hostilities if possible, and endeavour by every means in his power to 
effect a settlement between the Ameen and Zemindar. It is true I could rein- 
force him ; but not having now above four hundred effective men under my 
command and two six-pounders, I should consider the whole of it ve 
inadequate to the reduction of a fort of that description; therefore think it 
better to temporizc until a battering train can be procured, or till the arrival of 
Kovar Ruttun Chund, who may perhaps be furnished with a more respectable 
force and some heavy guns. 


I am sorry to say, that sinceI have been at this station, every officer who has 
been sent on command has complained of the insolence and insubordination of 
the Vizier’s troops. They are universally detested and despised, and plunder 
wherever they go: it is, therefore, very necessary that some reform in their 
discipline should take place, being in their present state worse than useless, and 
only formidable to the industrious and peaceable Ryot. One great error, I 
conceive, in the present system, is that of allowing corps to remain stationary 
for years together. ‘Those in this district have been ten or twelve years on the 
same spot, during which time they have never moved, except to attend the 
Ameens on their collections, and even then half the men can hardly be collected. 
The guns are in as bad a state as the troops, as Ensign Jones mentions that the 
one Omrow Sing has with him is in such bad repair that he does not believe the 
carriage will hold together twenty rounds, should he have occasion to use it. 


Ihave, perhaps, said more on the foregoing subject than may appear to you 
necessary ; but from what I have heard relative to the number of troops in this 
district belonging to his Excellency the Vizier, if they were only tolerably paid 
and disciplined, they would be fully sufficient for ¢he collections, which would 
be a great relief to the regulars. 


I have not yet received any communication from Rajah Bhuwanee Pershaud, 
nor do I know what force he has brought with him from Lucknow, but I under- 
stand that most of the landbolders have attended upon him at Jugdeespore, and 
that there is every prospect of the revenues being realized in this district. The 
arrival of Kooar Ruttun Chund in that of Byswarra would tend greatly to 
facilitate the settlement of that also without further disturbance. | 


. I should 
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I should be glad of your instructions relative to furnishing detachments. Am 
I to comply with the requisitions of the Zillahdars or Ameens at once, or wait for 
your answer on the subject? 


A true extract : 


(Signed) J. Bartrtg, 
Resident. 





To Major Cumberlege, commanding at Pyrtaubgurh. 
Sir: 
1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 18th 
instant, reporting the march of Ensign Jones’s detachment towards Dalmow, 
after effecting a settlement of affairs in the district of Manickpore. 


ale 


Dalmow, even reinforced to the utmost extent which you have the means of 
reinforcing it, to the reduction of such a fortress as you describe: but I trust 
that the presence of the detachment, as affording encouragement and support to 
the officers of the Vizier’s Government, may induce Shco Pershaud to submit, 
and eventually to surrender his fortress, on the arrival of Kooar Ruttun Chund 
in the district, attended as that officer will be by a considerable force of the 
Vizier’s to be collected from all the districts surrounding, and I believe by some 
troops from Lucknow. 


g. I am fully aware of the inadequacy of the detachment at present in 


3. I am sensible of the justness of your remarks on the state of the troops of 
the Vizier; and so, indeed, is his Excellency, to whom I have regularly sub- 
mitted the information on this subject conveyed to me by your predecessor in 
the command at Purtaubgurh. A reform is meditated, I know; andI shall not 
fail to take advantage of every opportunity which may offer of urging the neces- 
sity of its adoption with the least practicable delay. 


4, Rajah Bhuwanee Pershaud has been hitherto prevented from proceeding in 
the direction of your post by his necessary pccupation in the settlement of a 
number of intermediate districts. It is his intention and the command of the 
Vizier, that he should now proceed to Aldemow with all practicable expedition, 
to endeavour to restore the tranquillity of that most turbulent district, in which 
I could wish, if it were practicable, that the detachment from Sultanpore were 
reinforced by some companies from the battalion at Purtaubgurh. But on this 
subject it formed a part of my instructions to your predecessor to communicate 
with the commanding-otficer at Sultanpore, and to assist him in as far as might 


be practicable. 


5. In answer to the concluding paragraph of your letter, it seems expedient 
that the requisitions of the Zillahdars be complied with in all cases where the 
nature of the required service may be such as to afford the certainty of its 
immediate accomplishment by the force to be employed, without any hazard of 
a failure, or necessity for additional troops, or for the aid of a battering-train, 
which you are aware cannot now be afforded. 


I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baie, 
Qist February 1815. Resident. 





To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

I have great pleasure in acquainting you that the refractory Zemindars of Neer 
attended Hukeem Mehdee Alee Khan this morning, and submitted to the recent 
orders of His Excellency the Nawaub for cutting down the jungle in his Zemin- 
dary. In consequence of the extreme obstinacy and folly of these Zemindars, in 
refusing to comply with the orders of their sovereign, after being repeatedly and in 
the strongest manner advised by the officers of the British Government and that of 
Oude to return to obedience, it was determined by Hukeem Mehdee and myse ‘that 
the village (in which were a number of armed men prepared for resistance) “ 
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be attacked this morning, and the troops of His Excellency were accordingly 
paraded for the purpose, Captain Buchanan's detachment. being ready to 
support them; when these refractory people, finding they were likely to meet with 
the punishment they so justly deserved, thought proper to come into camp and 
wake their submission as above-mentioned. Workmen were iminediately 
employed in cutting down the jungle, and a party of His Excellency’s troops 
are now posted in the village. Hukeem Mehdee Alee Khan says he wishes to 
have three companies to remain in the distiict for some time, but I have recom- 
mended to him to keep the whole of the detachment here for the present, which 
he agrecs will be better than a smaller force. I am in hopes that in a short time 
the greater part of the detachment may return to their cantonments, as the 
Bangur district may now be considered in a perfect state of tranquillity. 


I have, &c. 


Camp, Neer, (Signed) L. BurreELt, 
91st February 1815. Licutenant-Coloncl, commanding at Seetapore. 


P.S. Tamounder the necessity of returning to Seetapore immediately, on 
account of the very infirm state of my health. 





To Lieutenant-Colonel Burrell, commanding at Seetapore. 


Sir: 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 21st 
instant, conveying the satisfactory intelligence of the submission of the Zemin- 
dars of Neer, and the occupation of their village by a party of the Vizicr’s 
troops for the purpose of cutting down the jungle, &c., by which it had been 
heretofore defended, and the Zemindars had been enabled to resist the just 
authority of the Government. 


@. This truly satisfaccory result of an affair, which might have occasioned 
some trouble, 1s ascribable chiefly, in my opinion, to the effect of your presence 
inthe district, and of the judicious conduct which you pursued during the 
whole of the recent operations in the districts of Sandee and Khyrabad. I 
request your acceptance of my thanks for that zeal in the public service which 
induced you to proceed to Tundeeawn while the state of your health was so 
indifferent; and with my best and most cordial wishes for your speedy and 
perfect recovery, 


lam, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
24th February 1815. Resident. 


To R. O. Wynne, Esq., Judge and Magistrate of Zillah Jounpore. 
Sir: 
1. Ihave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 


15th instant with its enclosures, and to inform you that a suitable application on 
the subject of it has been made to his Excellency the Vizier. 


"2, The necessity for this application might, however, have been superseded, 
I presume, by a direct requisition from yourself to the Vizier’s Nazim of Zillah 
Sultanpore, in the terms of my letter to your address under date the 14th of 
December last. 


3. I take this opportunity of informing you, that his Excellency the Vizier 
and his officers in the districts contiguous to your Zillah, have recently often 
complained of the protection afforded to a number of refractory and defaulting 
Zemindars by their flight across the frontier of this country into parts of their 
Own estates, and into those of other Zemindars which are within the jurisdiction 
offour Court, and I deem it to be my duty to suggest to you the propriety of 
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Bengal Political taking measures to puta stop to this serious and encreassing evil with the least 
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es I am, &e. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Bairurt#, 
20th February 1815. » Resident. 
Leiter To J. Baillie, Esy., Resident at Lucknow. 
from Magistrate of Sir: 
Jounpore. 1. I solicit your early attention to the accompanying report from my Assistant, 


Mr. Wiltiam Lowttier, now on deputation at Putteein the purgunnal of Unglee. 


2. You will perceive that this report is in continuation of the proceedings I 
had the honour tu transmit for the information of his Excellency the Nawaub 
Vizier two days ago, and I beg you will do me the favour to suggest to his 
Highness the advantage and necessity of his directing his public officers and 
troops to co-operate with those [ have sent to that quarter, under command of 
Lieutenant Burton of the second battalion of the Eighth Regiment of Native 
Infantry, and also to direct the immediate compliance with all requisitions from 
Mr. William Lowther for the seizure of the public offenders against our Govern- 
ment who may find refuge io his Exeelleney’s territory. 


I have, &c. 





Zillah Jounpore, (Signed) R.O. Wynng, 
19th February 1815. Mavistrate. 
Letter To R. O. Wynne, Esq., Magistrate of Jounpore. 
ae oe Sir: 
jonas I have the honour to report for your information, that I arrived! at Puttee this 


morning with the military detachment you directed me to accompany, in your 
letter of instructions of the 15th instant. 


We were informed by the Thanadar and others, that Sheodial and his adhe- 
rents had evacuated their furtitied houses and proceeded into the Nawaub Vizier’s 
country, together with all the inhabitants of the large town of Patfee. At an 
early hour this morning I thought it advisable to proceed with a party of the 
military to examine two of the ehurries belonging to Slreodial aid his brothers. 
They appear to be places welt calculated to hold out against ¢hy others than 
regular sepoys: they are built on the scale of the old forts which were 
destroyed some years ago by Captain Patrickson: the walls are of mud with 
loop-holgs for matchlock firing. Iam given to understand that the Rajkoomars 
are in some force at no great distance from this. Directions have been given to 
the Thanadars to place Burkundauzes in the town, to see that none of the camp- 
followers or others enter the houses for the sake of plunder, and I have thought 
it expedient to issue a proclamation, a copy of which accompanies this. 


The country round appears to be in a high state of cultivation and the crops 
nearly ready for the siekle. You may think proper, eventually, to make them 
over to the actual Talookader. I speak of that tract which is at present in the 
possession of Sheodial and his brothers. Should, however, this be your inten- 
tion, the presence of a force will be necessary to protect the harvest people. 
From the appearance of the fortified houses belonging to Sheodial aud his adhe- 
ients, & slwuld recommend for your consideration that they be entirely demo- 
lished before the return of the military detachment to Jounpose. 


I beg to be favoured with any further instructions you may have to esatmher 


nicate. 
I have, &c. ” 
Camp, Puttee, (Signed)  W. Lowrnen, — 
18th February 18] 5. Assistant Magistrate. 


¥.%. The aceousts of the Rafkoomens hating extvencbed theneclves ars: 


citirely SAcorreat, and generally the statements sent were exaggerated: 
| To 
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Fo R.O. Wynne, Esq. Judge ad Magistrate of Zillate Jounpore. 


Sir: 
1. Thave the honout to scRnowledi the féceipt of your letter dated the 19th 
instant With tts enclosure, a coatinuafidn of the proceedings of your court con- 
veyed by 4 fortiter despatch, which had béen already submitted to the Vizier. 


@, The Nagin of Sultanpore atid of all the districts to the eastward, Haya 
Phuiwunde Pershawd, an able and intelligent officer whd hay revently been 
appointed to that station, is now proceeding towarits Aldemow, contiguous to tlle 
frontier of your Zillah, where a considerable detachment of our troops is at 
present employed in the reduction of some turbulent and rebellious Zemindars, 
and where the Nazim, on his arrival, is instructed to co-operate zealously with 
Mr. Lowther, in the first instance, for the seizure of the delinquent Sheodial, and 
afterwards to require Mr. Lowther’s assistance and the support of your authority 
for the apprehension of any defaulters against the Government of his Excellency 
the Vizier, who bave found an asylum in your district. 


3. It is superfluous to repeat the suggestion which was offered in my former 
despatch, of the great advantage that must arise to the interests of both States 
fiom the zealous and cordial co-operation of the public officers of both in the 
seizure of offenders againat ether, who seek retuge in tlre teriitory of the 
other. I have impressed both his Excellency the Vizier and his Excellency’s 
Nazim ef Suktenpore with a perfect conviction of this trath ; and the latter is 
prepared, if k mistake net, tu co-operate most cordiatty with you on every future 
occasion. A similar disposition on your part, which Iam fully persuacted that 
you entertain, will, I trust, speedily lead to the entire and successful accom- 
plishment of the ebjects of both parties. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
Qist February 1515. Resident. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The @ih March 1815. 


To the Honourable N. B. Edmofistene, Esq., Vice-President in Council, 
&e. &c. &c. 
Hortourable Sir : 
I have the honour of transmitting, for your information, a duplieaste of 4 


despatch of this date, which I have addressed to the Secretary to Government 
in the Secret and Political Department. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. BAILure, 
9th March 1815. Resident. 





To J. Adam, Esq, Secretary to Govertithent, in the Secret and Political 
‘ Department. 
ir: 


1. I have the honour of transmitting to you, for the information of his Ex- 
celleney the Right Honourable the Governor-General, the enclosed copies of 
letters received from Lieutenant-Colenel Camberkyte, eorttntwnndityy the frosps' 
at Purtaubgurh, containing a report of a mutiny among the troops of his Ex- 
calleney the Vieter eatploved with the Nein of Purteubgrrh, It ity satisfactory 
t# me 86 be enabled to ddd, that the matiny wont? apperr to’ hiv dibided at 
the dave of tay fast accdouwee; it corteqatnve of the judicious mettiurd adoptdd 
by Lieutenant-Colonel Cumberlege of detactifiig ¢ portidh of out troop to sup- 
vort the Nazim’s authority. 


2, I 
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2. I have also the honour of transmitting to you a copy of aletter received 
this day from the commanding-officer of the troops at Sultanpore, with a cop 
of the enclosure of that letter, detailing the attack and evacuation of the forti- 
fied town of Gopaulpore in the district of Aldemow, occasioned, as it appears, 
by an outrage on the part of the inhabitants of that town against the camp- 
followers of a detachment of our troops, which the commanding-officer of the 


detachment, in concert with the civil authority of the district, considered it to 
be his duty to punish, without awaiting the orders of his superior officer at Sul- 
tanpore, or the result of a reference to me. 


3. As connected with the subject of the concluding paragraph of Lieutenant 


Robinson’s letter to Captain Gerard, I add, for his Lordship’s information, a 
copy of a despatch which I have received from the Judge and Magistrate of 


Jounpore. 
I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baie, 
Oth March 1815. Resident, 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

1. The enclosed copy of an express from Rajah Bhuwanee Pershaud reached 
me at twelve o’clock last night, and upon questioning the Hurkarras, having 
reason to believe that the mutiny in his camp was of an alarming nature, and if 
not speedily checked might occasion serious consequences and prove prejudicial 
to the Rajah’s authority in the district, [ immediately ordered Captain Grant 
to proceed with five companies and the two six-pounders to his assistance, and 
have the pleasure to inform you that the whole marched by three o’clock this 


morning. 


2. I expect to receive accounts from Captain Grant in a few hours, and will 
let you know the result immediately. 


8. It is stated to me that the mutiny arose from the Rajah’s dismissing a 
toomun for plundering, but I have yet no accounts that can be depended 
upon. I have, however, instructed Captain Grant to support the Rajah’s 
authority at all risks, being well convinced of the disorderly conduct manifested 


on all oecasions by his Excellency the Vizier’s troops. 
4. Should the mutiny not be immediately quelled, I intend proceeding 


myself to his camp to give him my countenance and support, and shall call upon 
the officer commanding at Sultanpore for reinforcements, as I have none left at 


this station but recruits. 
5. I hope you will approve of the steps I have taken on this occasion. 


I have, &c. 


Purtaubgurh, (Signed) _N. Cumperzece, 
5th March 1815, 114 a.m. Major, commanding. 


To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: — 
I have the pleasure to forward you Captain Grant’s report this instant 
received, and trust that every thing will soon be settled. 


The detachment arrived in very good time. The sepoy who brought the 
letter informs me that only about 1,300 had joined the mutineers, and that Cap- 
tain Grant had encamped between them and the camp of the Rajah, and that 
since their arrival no more had joined them. 


As 
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As I have none but recruits for the protection of the station, I shall recall 
Captain Grant with three companies as soon as I can do it with safety, leaving 
two companies under the command of an European oflicer with the Rajah. 
I do not hear that any have been killed, though the sepoy informs me that 
fourteen or fifteen have been severely wounded. 


I have, &c. 
Purtaubgurh, (Signed) N. CumsBer.ece, 
5th March 1815, 5 o’clock p.m. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding. 





Extract from a Letter from Captain Grant, commanding a Detachment at 
Deemah, to Lieutenant-Colonei Cumberlege, commanding the Troops at Pur- 
taubgurh, dated the S5thof Afarch 1815. 


I have the honour to report to you the arrival of the detachment under my 
command here this morning at seven o'clock. ‘The mutiny amongst Rajah 
Bhuwanee Pershaud’s troops has in a great measure subsided, and matters are 
likely to take a favourable turn, though I regret to find that the mutineers 
still appear to be inclined to hostilities ; but Bhuwanee Pershaud says that he ts 
in hopes every thing will be amicably adjusted in the course of the forenoon. 


True extract: 


(Signed) J. Batu, 
Resident. 





Extracts from Letters from Lieutenant-Colonel Cumberlege, commanding the 
Jroops at Purtaubgurh, to the Resident at Lucknow, dated the 6th March 1815. 


From the report of Captain Grant received this morning, I am in hopes every 
thing will be speedily adjusted, as all hostilities had ceased, though the mutineers 
had not returned to their duty. 


As Rajah Bhuwanec Pershaud does not seem to wish for reinforcements, I 
have not called upon the officer commanding at Sultanpore for assistance. 
Indeed, it rather appears to me that the Rajah 1s inclined to think any further 
Interference would but increase the disatlection of his Excellency the Vizier’s 
troops, in cunsequence of which | have abstained from proceeding to camp as 
I had intended. 


I beg again to say, that [ should not hesitate a moment in going out to the 
Rajah’s camp could I be of the smallest service to him ; but as every cireum- 
stance relative to the mutiny has been referred to the Nawaub for his decision, 
J do not consider my presence at all neccssary, I have also to state, that having 
made every inquiry relative to the mutiny, not the smallest blame can be in any way 
attached to Rajah Bhuwanee Pershaud : indeed, every part of his conduct since 
he has been in this neighbourhood has been such as to give satisfaction, and } 
consider him every way fit for the situation he is placed in. It is only to be 
lamented that the troops of his Excellency the Vizier are in so disorderly and 
mutinous a state that the Rajah cannot possibly place the smallest dependence 
upon them. 


True extracts : 


(Signed) J. Bariure, 
Resident. 
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. To J. Baillie, Esq, Resident at Lucknow. 
r: 

I have the honour tu transmit, for your information, a copy of a public letter 
received yesterday from Lieutenant Robinson, commanding the force detached 
from this station in Aldetnow. I have little to add to the detailed account 
therein contained of the operations against the strong hold of Gopaulpore, but to 
express my satisfaction at the steady behaviour of the troops engaged, as men- 
tioned by Lieutenant Robinson, and to regret the casualties that have unfor- 
tunately happened in this affair, although of a trifling nature considering the 
numerous party that defended a place of such strength aad so difficult of access. 


The Jemadar who was wounded is, I am happy to acquaint you, doing 
extremely well, and I entertain little doubt of his speedy recovery; so that the 
total loss we shall have sustained on our part on this occasion will be, 1 hope, 
only one sepoy killed. 


I trust that the example made by the necessary measures adopted on this 
occasion, will have its due influence in restraining such unprovoked and out- 
rageous treatment in future, by the turbulent and lawless Zemindars of that 
district, of the public servants attending the detachment, who could seldom 
venture from camp in the performance of their duty, withoat meeting with the 
like maltreatment and violence of the villagers, who no doubt were instigated 
to such conduct by their refractory superiors, as appears to have been the case 
in the present instance from the positive refusal (and menaces of the head 
Zemindar of Gopaulpore) to deliver up, when demanded, the delinquents to the 
authority of the Aumil, upon his requiring him to do so in a regular and peace- 
able manner. 


1am informed that the villagers of Gopaulpore had the audacity and unpro- 
voked insolence to maltreat several of the public servants who went merely to 
their village, which they had not even entered, for the purpose of purchasing 
fodder for their cattle, aud one of them to that degree of severity as to endanger 
the man’s life, who still continues ill; for which reason, together with 
numerous other acts of rebellion and outrageous conduct on their part, and in 
support of the authority of the Aumil, it was found necessary to proceed against 
them to inflict the punishment they so justly meiited. 


Tam happy now to communicate the favourable result of this affair, which 
will appear from a perusal of the copy of Lieutenant Robinson’s despatch on this 
occasion, which terminated in the evacution of this strong hold. I have given 
instructions for the demolition and razure of the defences of the place. 


Perhaps it may be satisfactory to acquaint you that I daily expect the arival 
of Captain Duncan to assume the command of the troops at this station. 


I have, &c. 


Sultanpore, Oude, (Signed) J. Gerarn, 
7th March 1815. Lieutenant, commanding at Sultanpore. 





To Lieutenant Gerard, &c. &c. &c. 
Sir: 

My former correspondence will have acquainted you with the wanton and 
unprovoked outrage committed by the inhabitants of the fortified village of 
Gopaulpore on the persons of some of the public servants, whilst employed in. 
the execution of their duty. Having consulted with the Aumil, Hafiz Alee 
Khan, on the steps proper to be taken, he gave it as his opinion, that from this 
circumstunce, as well as in conformity to the instructions he had received from 
his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier to allow of no strong-holds in the district, 
it would be advisable to destroy the place, more particularly as these people had 
on other recent occasions evinced a disposition to‘ resist legal authority. It 
was, however, our wish to accomplish this object without coming to extre- 
mities ; for which purpose a messenger was sent by the Aumil to the head-man, 
requiring his attendance, that he might have an opportunity of justifying the 
conduct of his people, were it capable of any palliation, and to acquaint him 


of the determination that had been made respecting his place. So 7 from. 
laving: 
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having listened to thia message, the bearer on approaching to deliver it had a 
spear thrown at him. This conduct alone called for immediate punishment, 
and afforded a convincing proof of their hostile inteutions. However, still 
willing to allow the man every opportunity of exculpating himself, by a dis 
avowal of his participation in the vielent proceedings complained of, and that 
they had occurred without his knowledge, also indulging an expectation that a 
message from me might meet with a better reception, I despatched a trusty 
non-commissioned officer, accompanied by another man from the Aumil. This 
expectation was however frustrated, by their returning with an account of 
having been refused an opportunity of delivering their message, and cautioned 
to avoid coming near the place, as the people declined any communication with 
either the Aumil or myself. I feel persuaded you will concur with me, that I 
now had no alternative left but that of attacking the place: for which purpose 
1 moved down the detachment on the morning of the 2d instant, and endea- 
voured to force the gate-way ; but finding after a few rounds from the guns 
that the object, was impracticable, 1 withdrew the — and having after a 
very careful inspection fixed upon a point on the west side, which appeared to 
be least difficult of access, proceeded to construct a battery opposite to it ; but 
hefore a practicable breach could be effected the people had entered into 
negotiations with the Aumil for the surrender of the place, on condition of 
being permitted to retire unmolested. With the concurring opinion of the 
Aumil I was induced to grant their request, from a conviction that an attempt 
to storm would, even if successful, be attended with most severe Joss, whilst 
the enemy would on our gaining the breach have been able to effect their 
escape with perfect impunity, from the insufficiency of our numbers to surround 
the place so as to cut off their retreat. ‘They were therefore allowed to quit 
the place by the opposite side, which they did about eleven o’clock this 
morning, to the number of nearly two hundred men, and it was immediately 
taken possession of. An examination of the defences of the place afforded me 
reason to congratulate myself on having obtained possession in this manner. 
These defences consisted in a triple row of bamboos, each closely interwoven, 
with a broad and deep ditch between each row, whilst every inch of ground 
within the enclosure was of a nature to be disputed with that advantage to the 
inhabitants which a knowledge of its strength conferred. It is with much 
concern | have to report, that in the execution of this service one sepoy was 
killed and the Jemadar of artillery severely wounded. I have not been able to 
ascertain the loss sustained by our opponents: report says they had five killed. 


It gives me great pleasure to be able to bear testimony to the good conduct 
of the whole detachment on this occasion. 


Agreeably to your instructions I propose nioving to-morrow morning towards 
Puttee, for the purpose of co-operating with Mr. Lowther. 


I have, &c. 


Camp, near Gopaulpore, (Signed) J. Rosinson, 
Gth March 1815. Lieutenant, commanding Detachment. 


EES MELTED, 


: To J. Baillie, Esq, Resident at Lucknow. 
irs 

I request you will communicate, as speedily as possible, the contents of the 
accompanying letter, which I have just received from Mr. Lowther, my 
assistant on deputation at Unglee, to his Excellency the Vizier, and that you 
will prevail upon him to allow one of the companies at present with Lieutenant 
= to co-operate with Mr. Lowther for the purpose mentioned in that 
address, 


I have, &c. 


Zillah, Jounpore, (Signed) R.O Wynne, 
6th March 1815. Magistrate, 
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, To R. O. Wynne, Esq., Magistrate, Zillah Jounpore, 
irs : hoy 

1. In continuation of my reply to your letter of the @d instant, I beg leave 
to state that 1 perfectly coincide with you in the opinion, that the military 
detachment now here under the command of Lieutenant Burton should be 
returned to its duties at Jounpore as soon as circumstances will possibly admit 
of it, taking into consideration the responsibility and heavy charge of the 
jail-guards, as now peiformed by common Burkundauzes. 


2. As it would appear that no additional military force can at present be 
spared from Benares, I think it would be highly advantageous to the service I 
am employed in, if you could have orders given for the troops now in the 
neighbourhood to co-operate with me (a detachment of two companies of the 
Second Regiment Native Infantry with guns, under the command of Lieutenant 
Robinson, are at Aldemow, a purgunnah in his Excellency the Nawaub 
Vizier’s dominions, distant only eight coss), since I am inclined to think 
that his Excellency would have no hesitation in allowing one of’ the companies 
to be stationed at Puttee, as from the instructions I have had the honour to 
receive from you, I am directed to co-operate with his officers in assisting in 
the apprehension of his delinquent Zemindars who have taken refuge in this 
district; and the Vakeel from Hafiz Alee Khan, the Nawaub Vizier’s Aumil 
at purgunnah Aldemow, having yesterday presented a list ofthe defaulting 
Zemindars, it is my intention to give the requisite orders and assistance for their 
apprehension as soon as I have arranged matters more immediately connected 


with my deputation. * 


I may add to the above, that the very rebels lam now endeavouring to get hold 
of act in concert. with his Exce}lency’s Zemindars, and have continually given 
protection to his refractory subjects, as | have already stated to you in a former 
letter, and it is very evident that securing these chiefs and their adherents will 
likewise greatly contribute to the peace and tranquillity of his Excellency’s 
frontier territory. 


4. In conclusion, I beg leave to suggest that you will make an application 
to the Resident at Lucknow to request that orders may be given that one of the 
companies at Aldemow be ordered to Puttee; and in the event of this meeting 
the approbation of his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier, the company now here 
under the command of Lieutenant Burton may be withdrawn and return to 
take the duties at Jounpore. 

I have, &c. 


Camp, Puttee, (Signed) W. LowrTnHer, 
4th March 1815. Assistant Magistrate on Deputation. 


P. S. If Lieutenant Robinson were directed to co-operate generally with me, 
upon any application I might find it necessary to make, the measure might be 
attended with advantage. 

True copy: 
(Signed) R. O. Wynne, 
Magistrate. 


EXTRACI 
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EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 28th June 1815. 


To the Honourable N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Vice-President in Council. 


Honourable Sir: 
I have the honour of transmitting, for your information, the enclased 
duplicate of a letter which I addressed to the Secretary to Government in the 
Secret and Political Department on the 29th May last. 


Ihave, &c. 


Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. BaILure. 
10th June 1815. Resident. 





ToJ. Adam, Esq., Secretary toGovernment in the Secret and Political Department. 
Sir: 

1. I deem it to be my duty to lay before you, for the notice and consideration 
of the Governor-General, some circumstances which have been brought to my 
knowledge, and some conjectures which have arisen in my mind respecting the 

urposcs of his Excellency the Vizier, connected with the deputation of his 
linisters to wait on bis Lcrdibio at Futtygurh, independent of those objects 
which are specified in his Excellency’s paper of requests. 


9. I have observed with concern and anxiety, during a period of two or three 
months, the gradual diminution of the mfluence of the Minister, Moatumud- 
ood-Dowlah, and also of that of the Dewan, over the mind of his Excellency 
the Vizier. 1 have ascribed this unfortunate decline to two or three principal 
causes, in addition to that natural jealousy which is ever known to subsist among 
the courtiers of an Indian prince, and which induces the servants out of power 
to seek the destruction of favourites by every artifice and device. 


$. Shortly after the appointment of the Ministers, they were naturally enough, 
though most insidiously, represented to his Excellency the Vizier by some 
designing persons around him as the servants of the British Government rather 
than his own, as having been appointed, in fact, by the Governor-General, 
receiving their khillats from his hand, and as pledged by that appointment to 
accomplish all such objects as our Government might propose to them for 
the furtherance of its own interests, without regard to the advantage of their 
master. The early effect uf this insinuation on the mind of his Excellency the 
Vizier was probably to occasion a distrust of his Excellency’s Ministers, and dis- 
incline him to receive their suggestions, from an idea that they were dictated 
by our Government; while, on the other hand, this idea may have induced him, 
from apprehension rather than on conviction, to acquiesce in their suggestions for 
atime; and thus the temporary success of their administration may be accounted 
for in a satisfactory manner, without weakening the grounds of the supposition 
that the Vizier was indisposed to their measures very recently after their 
appointment. 


4. My negotiation with his Excellency the Vizier for a second loan of money 
to the Company, which Moatumud-ood- Dowlah assisted most zealously, formed 
an argument to his enemies in support of the base insinuation above noticed, 
which they used with considerable effect, by representing the loan as a robbery 
committed on his Excellency’s treasury by the Minister at my instigation. 


5. The reform of the Vizier’s administration, which his Excellency originally 
acquiesced in with apparent cordiality and readiness, and of which the Ministers 
are the principal instruments, has of late been exhibited to his Excellency as a 
mean of circumscribing his power, and increasing the expenses of his govern- 
ment without any advantage to himself. 


6. That odious engine of oppression in the hands of an Indian sovereign, 
the department of Akhbar, or Intelligence, more properly a system of espion- 
age, which pervaded every district of 7 country as well as its Capital and 

8 Court 


Bengal Political 
onsultatione, 
28 June 1815. 
Letter 
from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Letter 
from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Bengal Poltical 
Consultations, 
28 June 1815. 





Letter 
from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


682 OUDE PAPERS 


Court during the life-time of the late Vizier, and formed a ground for the daily 
imprisonment of some subject or servant of his Government, with a view to con- 
fiscation or forfeiture, had been utterly abolished in the Capital on the accession 
of the present Vizier, and its universal abolition or supersession by the arrange- 
ments of police in the interior, which formed a pringipal branch of the reform, 
had been frequently suggested to his Excellency and pressed on the consideration 
of his Ministers, as indispensable, in my judgment, not only to the happiness of’ 
the people, but to the pegce of the sovercign’s mind. The expense of' it alone 
is nearly equal to that of an efficient police; and the channels of corruption 
and oppression which it opens, by encouraging false accusations and creating 
suspicion and distrust, are destructive of every virtue in the people, as well as 
of the security of their persons and property, and of the peace and happiness of 
their ruler. | 


7 The Vizier has been led to believe by some designing persons around him 
who are jealous of the Minister’s influence, that the object of the abolition of 
this department is to increase the Minister’s power, by circumscribing his Ex- 
cellency’s means of obtaining intelligence of his proceedings, and of the conduct 
of the Nazims and Tehsildars, as well as the subordinate officers of his Excel. 
lency’s houschold and Court, and the revival of a department of intelligence, 
or rather a system of espionage, conducted by the Minister’s enemies under 
the especial patronage of his Ixcellency, bids fair for the total subversion of 
the Minister’s influence and authority over every branch of the administration, 
which his abseyee on the deputation to Futtygurh will probably tend to 
accelerate. 


8. Ilis Excellency has, I fear, been encouraged to those measures of oppesi- 
tion to the Minister, by insinuations, on the part of his enemies, that he is no 
longer regarded by the Governoi-General with that degree of favour and conf- 
dence which his Lordship originally reposed in him, and that his Lordship’s 
refusal of those observances of respect and consideration for the Minister which 
were shown to his predecessors in office 1s to be ascribed, in a principal degree, 
to a change in his Lordship’s sentiments with regard to Moatumud-ood-Dowlah, 
which his enemies pretend to have been occasioned by complaints that have 
reached the Governor-General since bis Lordship’s arrival at Futtygurh. 


9. Of the falsehood of all those complaints the Vizier must be perfectly satis- 
fied, and inall probability knows that the actual instigators of the complaints are 
the persons who have long been endeavouring to poison his mind against the 
Minister. Yet the fickleness of his Excellency’s disposition and the weakness of 
his understanding, I fear, are such as daily to subject him to the influence of the 
most flimsy artifices aud designs, by persons as unworthy of his confidence, or 
even of admission to his presence, as their purposes are hostile to his happiness 
and to the interests of lis Goverument and ours. 


10. The consequence of the practices of those perscns is already apparent, to 
the extent of bis Excellency’s total disregard of some useful suggestions by the 
Minister on several points of reform, more paiticularly the department of AkAdar, 
and his Execllency’s recent employment of some persons to subordinate offices, 
who are known to be inimical to the Minister, in the room of others displaced, 
who were orginally appointed at his suggestion. 


11. The departure of the deputation to Futtygurh is reported to be the signal 
for the dismission of every officer that remains who has a share of the Minister's 
confidence, and the appomtment of his enemies in their room, for the purpose, 
as is stated, of impeding, as well as of bringing into discredit, the whole of the 
measures of reform, which may in consequence hereafter be branded as 
inefficient and productive of loss of revenue to the Vizier, by reason of the 
mismanagement of his officers, during the absence of the Minister and Dewan. 
This measure, it is said, will be fullowed, if it have not been already preceded, 
by the secret deputation of an agent on the part of his Excellency the 
Vizier to convey his complaints against the Ministers, and perhaps against 
me for supporting them, to the ear of the Governor-General, who 1s 


falsely reported and believed, on the ground of some former occurrences, to = 
unfa- 
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unfavourably disposed towards me. The support which I have thought myself 
at liberty to afford to the Minister and Dewan has never extended beyond 
advice on such public affairs of the administration as they themselves have sub- 
mitted for my Consideration, or answers to such questions from the Vizier as his 
Excellency has put to me respecting them. 


12, Having thus, as concisely as possible, described to you, for his Lord- 
ship’s information, the view which I take with reluctance, though I consider it 
as unquestionably a just one, of the state of intrigues at this Court, it is needless 
and might be considered presumptuous, to offer any suggestions to his Lordship 
on the propriety of checking those intrigues, or the most effectual method of 
doing so. I foresee, on the one hand, from their success, the total subversion 
of the reform with the disgrace and dismission of the Ministers, and the destruc- 
tion of the British influence in Oude during the remainder of the reign of this 
Nawaub; and I augur, on the other hand, from their failure, by the counte- 
nance and favour to be publicly shewn to the Ministers during their attendance 
on the Governor-General, and by such other more effectual measures as his 
Lordship’s wisdom may suggest, the successful conduct of the reform, and of 
the general administration of this Government under the influence of the 
British counsels, which should always, I think, be maintained, as conducive 
not only to the advantage of the British interests in this country, but also, in an 
eminent degree, to the happiness of the people of Oude and to the true interests 
of their Sovereign. 

I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. Barvuie, 
20th May 1815. Resident. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 4th July 1815. 


To the Honourable N. B. Edmonstore, Esq., Vice-Piesident in Council, &c. &c. &c. 
Sir: 
I have the honour of transmitting, for your information, the enclosed duplicate 
of a despatch which I have this day addressed to the Secretary to Government in 
the Seciet and Political Department. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. BATLLTIE, 
2ist June, 1815. Resident. 





To J. Adam, Esq. Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political 
Department. 
Sir: 


1. I have this day received from the Vizier, and transmitted to the Persian 
Secretary, a letter addressed by his Excellency to the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General, requesting his Lordship’s sanction ot the abolition of that 
part of the new system of assessment and collection of the revenue in his Excel- 
Jency’s dominions, which provides for a commission to the Tehsildars in lieu of 
the charges of collection. 


2. His Excellency did me the honour to transmit to me a diaft of his letter 
tu the Governor-General in a letter to my own address, a translation of 
which, and a copy of my answer to it, areenclosed. The letter to tle Governor- 
General, however, was received for transmission to lis Lordship before I had 
time to prepare a communication of my sentiments regarding it; and I ascribe this 
sudden resolution of the Vizier to an apprehension excited in his mind by some 
designing persons around him, of my remonstrating against the tenor of his 
letter, and the tendency of the proposition which it conveys ‘to frustrate the 
reform of his Government. - 


3. My 
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3. My despatch of the 29th ultimo will have prepared the mind of the 
Governor-General for the change ia the counsels of the Vizier which has led to 
his present proposition The successfal conduct of the reform is, in my mind, 
utterly impraeticable, under the influence of the pernicious counsels by which 
the Vizier is guided at present; but av any attempt upoa my part to counteract 
the influence of those counsels, during the absence of his Excellency’s Ministers 
would not only be futile and vais, but would also appear to be incompatible with 
the rules of conduct prescribed to mein your despatch of the 12th November 
last, I have deemed it to be my duty to refrain from offering any advice to his 
Excellency on the subject of hits letter to the Governor-General, or the tendency 


of the proposal which it conveys. 


4. My opinion on the question at issue is favourable to the continuance of 
the commission of ton per centum on the revenue, in lieu of the charges of 
collection for a period of two or three years, till the revenue shall be perma- 
nently settled and security for the payment of it obtained from the landholders 
or possessors of estates, so as to supersede the seeurity of the Tehsildars, 
which is one of the principal objects of pranting them a commission on the 
revenue. Another advantage, however, is that of insuring their zeal and fidelity 
in the proper assessment of their districts, with a view to their own interest, 
which is involved in the benefit of the State, arising from the increase of its 
revenue on the one hand, and on the other in a due consideration of the rights 
of the several landholders, since an over-assessment of the lands would preclude 
the realization of the revenue, and subject the Tehsildars, or their sureties, 
to make good the amount of the dcfalcations arising from the inability of the 
landholders to fulfil their engagements with the State. 


5. The measure proposed by the Vizier to be substituted for the appointment 
of Tehsildars enjoying a commission on the revenue, is that recently adopted 
in our territory, of employing revenue officers, with a salary and establishment 
of subordinates in the immediate pay of the Government. This measure may 
probably answer in the course of a few years in his Exccllency’s territory as in 
ours, when the security of the revenue shall be otherwise provided for in the 
manner above explained; but at present I foresee the result of the arrangement 
proposed by his Excellency to be that of an extraordinary defalcation in the 
early instalments of the revenue for the ensuing Fusly year, and a recurrence to 
the system of farming, asin the time of the late Vizier. 


6. A modification of the present system of Tehsildaree, might be suggested 
for the satisfaction of the Vizier, with a view to diminish the loss which his 
Excellency has been induced to complain of, without duly appreciating the 
benefits which the system in reality affords, and by which the loss is counter- 
balanced. His Excellency has been subjected to some loss this year by the con- 
tinued maintenance and increase of a large Sebundee force in the several districts 
of his dominions, which the removal of our troops from the interior, in conse- 
quence of the war against Nepaul, has hitherto rendered indispensable, and 
which might otherwise have been greatly reduced, or the expense of it transferred 
to the Tehsildars. A considerable reduction of the number of this description 
of force may be effected without any delay, in the case of his Excellency’s 
being furnished with the usual quota of our troops for the support of the autho- 
rity of his officers; and a number of districts in his dominions, those contiguous, 
for example, to the capital, and to all the stations of Zillahdars, might be rendered 
hoozoor tuhseél, aud the duties of assessment and collection performed by the 
Zillahdars and their deputies, without any commission on the revenue, or other 
additionel expense to the present establishment of the Zillahs; thus saving, in 
all probability, one-fourth, at the least, of the commission, which his Excellency 
has estimated in his letter at ten or twelve lacs of rupees. 


7. The expense of the department of Akhbar too, most unprofitable and 
injurious as it is (destructive, indeed, I may say, of the good government 
of the country and of the comfort and happiness of the people) might with 
great propriety be saved; and, on the whole, I do not hesitate to affirm, that the 
experience of another year of the new system of administration to be exercised by 


the present Ministers, under the influence of my suggestion and advice, es 
trolle 
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‘trolled by the pernicious designs of the Vizier’s present advisers, would serve 
to satisfy his Excellency’s mind of the eminent advantages arising from the 
system which our Government recoinmended to him, and which he is now 
labouring to counteract. 
I have, &e. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Barerir, 
21st June 1815. Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 20th of June 1815.) 


At this time I have prepared a draft of a letter which [ propose to address to 
my respected uncle, the Governor-General, on the subject of the abolition of 
the commission of ten per centum on the revenue as the charge of collection, 
and I transmit the draft for your perusal. Do you, from motives of friendship, 
represent this matter to his Lordship, in such a manner as you think proper, with 
a view to the accomplishment of my object; and if you consider your own 
representation to be sufficient for the purpose, it is unnecessary fcr me to write 
on the subject, because your writing will suffice: but if you deem it advisable, 
I shall prepare a letter in the terns of the draft, and send it to you for transmis- 
sion to his Lordship. 

A true translation : 
(Signed) J. BAILuis, 
Resident. 





To His Excellency the Vizier. (Dated the 21st of June 1815.) 


I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter dated the 1tth of 
Rujeeb, 1230 Hijjuree (20th June) conveying a draft of a letter which your 
Excellency proposes to address to his Excellency the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General, and desiring a communication of my sentiments on the 
practicability of the accomplishment of your Excellency’s wish to abolish the 
commission of ten per centum on the revenue of your domintons as the charge 
of collection, from the commencement of the ensuing Fusly year. 


Your Excellency needs not to be assured of my cordial desire to promote the 
advantage of your Government and the accomplishment of your personal 
views. Iam ready to represent to the Governor-General whatever your Excel- 
lency may desire, and to solicit his Lordship’s acquiescence in any proposal 
that you may make to him. But as the abolition of the commission on the 
revenue, though it may appear simple and easy to your Excellency, is in my 
mind a question of great importance and requiring the maturest deliberation, 
it seems to me to be proper that you should write to his Lordship on the 
subject; and as the tenor of the draft which you have sent to me appears to 
be perfectly unexceptionable, I[ shall transmit it to his Lordship without delay, 
and with an earnest recommendation of the subject of it to his Lordship’s most 
serious consideration. 


With regard, however, to the loss of so very large a sum as ten or twelve 
lacs of rupees of the revenue of your Excellency’s dominions during the 
present year, in consequence of the newly established commission of ten per 
centum to the Tehsildars in lieu of the charges of collection, it occurs to 
me to suggest to your Excellency that the accurate mode of ascertaining the 
true extent of the loss which has arisen from this arrangement is a comparison 
of the actual receipts of revenue into your Excellency’s treasury for the 
current year, after deducting the commission of ten per centum, with the 
actual receipts of last year, when the system of collection was different. If 
the difference arising from that comparison shall appear to be the sum which 
your Excellency has stated, or shall approach to that amount, there can be no 
doubt of your Excellency’s having sustained the loss which you describe; but 
if the actual receipts of the present year, after deducting the commission of 
ten per centum, shall be found equal to the receipts of last year, or shall full 
short of them only in a degree which may be satisfactorily accounted for by the 
employment of a large proportion of the quota of British troops usually 
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stationed in your Excellency’s dominions in the war against Nepaul,. or by the 
late introduction of the new system of assessment and collection of the revenue 
into your Excellency’s territory, neither of which causes can be expected to 
operate in future, in this case 1 humbly conceive that your Excellency’s calcu- 
lation of the loss arising from the new system will not only be found to be 
erroneous, but that the advantages to arise from it in future will be impressed 
on your Excellency’s mind, so as to supersede all remarks upon my part. 
Nevertheless, as the gratification of your Excellency’s mind is the chief object 
of my desire, I merely await the receipt of your Excellency’s letter to his 
Lordship’s address, to forward it, with my recommendation of its contents, 


to his early and favourable consideration. 


A true copy : 


(Signed) J. Bariuie, 
Resident. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 18th July 1815. 
To J. Monckton, Esq., Acting Chief Secretary to the Government. 
Sir: 

I am directed to transmit to you, for the information of the Honourable the 
Vice-President in Council, the enclosed copy of a letter addressed this, day, by 
command of his Excellency the Governor-General, to the Resident at Lucknow, 
m reply to his despatch of the 2ist instant, together with copies of the letter 
from his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier, dated the 23d instant, and of his 


Lordship’s reply of this date. 
I have, &c. 


Futtygurh, (Signed) J. ADAM, 
“6th June 1815. Secretary to the Government. 


Stenson 
/ 


From His Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. (Received the 23d of June 1815.) 


As your Lordship is graciously pleased to take a cordial interest’ in all my 
affairs, 1 deem it to be my duty to apprize you of whatever is productive of benefit 
or loss to me. I accordingly proceed to inform your Lordship, that by the 
introduction of the system of reform the sum of ten or twelve lacs of rupees has 
this year been deducted from the amount of the collections, on account of the 
commission of ten per cent. payable to the Tehsildars : other charges have also 
been incurred on account of the employment of an extra number of troops in 
thedistricts. ‘The deduction on account of the ten per cent. commission must 
be considered to be a dead loss. Your Lordship never did, nor ever can approve 
of any arrangement which is productive of loss to me ; and moreover, the com- 
mission of ten per cent. on the collections has been abolished in the Honourable 
Company’s dominions. It appears to me expedient, therefore, that this 
commission should be abolished from the Fusly ycar 1223, by which means I 
should no longer have to sustain the loss in question. In lieu of the commission, 
I propose to grant a fixed allowance to the officers employed in making the 
collections, as is done in the Honourable Company's dominions. Your Lord- - 
ship will no doubt approve of this plan. Be pleased, therefore, to signify your 
approbation, that I may proceed to issue the necessary orders to my officers, 
and thereby effect an annual saving of ten or twelve lacs of rupees. 2 shall 


expect your Lordship’s favourable answer. 
A true translation : 


(Signed) G. Swinton, | 
ersian Secretary to the Governor-General. 


To 


‘ 
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To his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier, (Written the 26th June 1815.) 


I have had the honour fo receive your Excellency’s letter. (Recapitulate 
that received 23d metant. ) 


Your Excellency’s recurrence to my advice and opinion, in this case, is a 
source of satisfaction to me, as demonstrating the just sense entertained by 
your Excellency, of the principles on which the reform should be prosecuted, 
namely, with the perfect coweurrence and unasimity of the two States, whose 
interest im its success is equal. 


Your Excellency does me justice in believing that I never did, nor ever can,. 
approve of any arrangement productive of loss to you; and in the genuine 
spirit of that sentiment, I proceed to convey to your Exccllency my opinion on 
the point on which you have desired it. 


Your Exceltency’s proposition for abolishing the commission of ten per cent. 
on the revenues now received by the Tehsildars, and for assigning fixed 
salaries to those officers, being professedly founded en the establishment of that 
system in the Honourable Company’s provinces, it is proper to inform your 
Excellency that the system in question was not introduced into these provinces 
until they had been some years in the possession of the British Government, and 
considerable pregress had been made in ascertaining their resources, and fixing 
the principles on which the settlement of the revenue should be made. 


Until those objects were accomplished, the Tehsildars received, as under 
our Excellency’s Government, a commission of ten per cent. on the revenues, 
in lieu of charges and establishments of all descriptions. This mode of payment 
was recommended by its superior advantages in stimulating the exertions of 
the Tehsildars to increase the public revenues, by which their just profits 
would be proportionably augmented ; in restraining them from exacting more 
than was justly due from the landholders, by which their profits would be 
diminished and themselves responsible for the fatlure in the punctual realization 
of the revenues consequent to such exactions ; and in enabling the Giovern- 
ment, by their means, to arrive at a knowledge of the rcal value of the lands, 
which must obviously be the foundation of a just and advantageous settlement. 
This mode of payment was also found to be in other respects convenient, in the 
introduction of a new settlement, before the actual extent and cost of the 
necessary establishments could be practically ascertained. 


Our experience of the advantages of this system occasioned the recommen- 
dation by the British Government of its adoption by your Excellency ; and the 
same experience justifies the belief, that when the objects of its adoption shall be 
accomplished, a recurrence to the plan now proposed by your Excellency will 
be found not only unobjectionable, but expedient. For the reasons stated, I 
cannot hesitate in recommending to your Excellency to persevere in the present 
plan, until the time shall arrive when the proposed arrangement can be expe- 
diently substituted for it. 


It is probable that the experience of even one year after the present system 
shall have been fairly put in opcration, would satisfy your Excellency that no 
defalcation did actually arise from the source to which it is now imputed. By 
perseverance in this und the other arrangements, recommended to your Excel- 
lency by the British Government, by reposing a just confidence in your Minis- 
ters and revenue officers, and discountenancing and disregarding the insidious 
and unfounded insinuations and charges to which their exertions in your service 
must unavoidably expose them, and by a cordial and frank recurrence to the 
advice of the British Government and its representative at your Court, on all 
occasions of doubt or difficulty, I entertain a full persuasion of the success of 
the reform, and the consequent augmentation and security of your Excellency’s 
revenues, and the prosperity of your administration in all its branches. 


For further communications on the subject of this letter I refer your Excel- 
lency to Major Baillie. 
A true copy: 
(Signed) J. Avan, 
Secretary to the Government. 
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To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. | 
Sir: ) 

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the #ist 
instant: a translation of the letter from his Excellency the Vizier to the Gover- 
vor-General, transmitted in your letter of the same date to the Persian Secretary, 
has also been laid before his Lordship. : 


2. The Governor-General has deemed it proper to address a letter to the 
Vizier in reply, in the terms of the enclosed English draft. His Lordship’s 
letter will be transmitted to you by Mr. Swinton, and you will be pleased to 
deliver it to the Vizier at such period as you may judge most expedient with 
reference to its object. 


3. It is scarcely necessary to add any thing in the form of direct instructions 
to yourself, as the course of representation and argument to be einployed in con- 
ference with the Vizier on the subject is sufficiently indicated by the tenor of 
the Governor-General’s letter. 


4. His Lordship has not judged it expedient to offer to the Vizier any direct 
advice for the abolition of the system of Akhbar, described in your despatch, 
since his Lordship apprebends that even if his Excellency were, in compliance 
with the declared opinions of the Governor-General, to abolish it in form, there 
is no means of effectually extinguishing it, while, as is to be feared, a secret dis- 
position to encourage a practice so congenial to the habits and principles of 
Native Princes, and to the personal character of the Vizier, remains in his 
Excellency’s breast. 


5. The reference to this subject in the Governor-General’s letter is, however, 
sufficiently plain to afford you an opportunity of setting before his Excellency 
the evils of such a system, and its incompatibility with any wise and salutary 


- principles of Government. Such a representation his Lordship desires you will 


make. If his Excellency, contrary to expectation, shal! appear to be sensible of 
the justice of it, you will consider yourself at liberty to encourage the disposition, 
and to prevail on him to abolish it altogether. 


I have, &c. 
Futtygurh, (Signed) J. ApAM, 
26th June 1815. Secretary to the Government. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 2d August 1815. 


To the Honourable N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Vice-President in Council, 
&c. &c. &c. 


Honourable Sir : 
I have the honour of transmitting for your information the enclosed duplicate 
of a letter which 1 have this day addressed to the Secretary to Government in 


the Secret and Political Department. 
Ihave, &c. 


Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Batiwiz, 
18th July 1815. Resident. 





To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political 
. Department. . 
Ir: 

1. His Excellency the Vizier’s counsels appear to have fluctuated almost 
daily since the despatch of my letter to your address under date the 8th instant. 
On the 9th the Ministers were admitted into the Presence, and the verba 
explarations of Moatumud-ood-Dowlah, combined with his formal mequiceceD 
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in,the rules which were prescribed to him by the Vizier, seemed not only to 
have obviated all the doubts that had arisen in his. Excellency’s mind regarding 
the past, but to afford a promise of renewed and increasing confidence in 
both his Ministers for the future. 


2, Moatumud-ood-Dowlah called on me on Monday the 10th instant, and I 
took that opportunity of explaining to him the purport of Lord Moira’s letter 
to the Vizier dated the 26th ultimo, regarding the continuance of the commis- 
sion on the revenue in lieu of the charges of collection. The Minister 
advised the delivery of this letter without delay, and promised to prepare his 
Excellency’s mind for receiving it on the following morning. 


S. I presented the letter to his Excellency on Tuesday the 11th instant, at 
a conference holden at the Residency. I explained to him at considerable 
length the grounds of Lord Moira’s advice regarding the continuance of the 
commission to Tehsildars. I endeavoured to satisfy his Excellency’s mind 
that no loss, but on the contrary an advantage, would arise to him from a 
persistance in the arrangement in question, and in all the other measures of 
reform, in the case of their being conducted with my concurrence; and I 
hinted, in friendly and delicate terms, at the interruption of the efficient 
progress of those measures during the absence of his Excellency’s Ministers, 
and the causes of that interruption, particularly the revival of the Akhbar, 
which had suspended the realization ot’ the revenues by weakening the autho- 
rity of the Nazims, and been attended with other pernicious effects. But I 
alded my sanguine expectation of the removal of all those obstacles to the 
successful progress of the reform, in consequence of the return of the 
Ministers, who would now resume the duties of thir stations as usual, and in 
occasional consultation with me. 


4. His Excelleney acknowledged his conviction that the Governor-General 
had advised him for the best, agreed to continue the commission for some time 
longer, observed that there was no necessity for a written reply to his Lord- 
ship’s letter, and stated, asa reason for not replying to it, his desire that some 
portions of the contents of it should be concealed from the knowledge of his 
Ministers. ‘* They willboth attend you,” said his Excellency, ‘as heretofore. 
‘© Do you tell Rajah Dya-Krishen to prepare and submit the accounts of the 
‘* revenue without any delay, and give him and Moatumud-ood-Dowlah such 
“‘ further advice as you think proper verbally ; but there is no occasion to 
‘‘ shew them this letter, nor to give them any instructions in writing.” I 
replied, that I should continue as formerly to give my advice to the Ministers 
on such points as they might refer for my consideration, and I should leave it 
to his Excellency to communicate to them such parts of the Governor- 
General’s letter as his Excellency might think necessary for their guidance. 


5. From the 11th till the 14th instant [ had no communication with the 
Ministers. On the 12th I was sorry to learn that they were again in some 
degree of disgrace, and that his Excellency had forbidden all his courtiers, as 
well as the subordinate officers of his Government and household, and even the 
Cutwal of the city and Sirdars and Risalahdars of his troops, from waiting on 
Moatumud-ood-Dowlah or paying any respect to him whatever. This report I 
should not have believed, if some written orders to the Nazims, under the seal 
of his Excellency the Vizier, forbidding their obedience to the Ministers, had 
not previously been brought to my notice; and if two respectable natives, 
dependants of the British Government, namely, ‘Fujummoo! Hoosein Khan 
and Ekram Oolla Khan, had not addressed me on the subject directly to report 
the orders they had received, prohibiting their attendance on Moatumud-ood- 
Dowlah as a source of public disorder. Under the influence of these circum- 
stances combined, I could no longer hesitate to consider the functions of the 
Ministers as at an cnd; and I was accordingly about to prepare a report on the 
subject to you for the Governor-General’s information, when towards the 
evening of the 13th instant, I understood that the Ministers, and especially 

oatumud-ood-Dowlah, were again in favour with the Vizier, and employed 
by his Excellency to detect the — malversations in office of some 
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persons who were considered as their enemits, and the prmeipal causes of 
their disgrace. 


6. On the morning of the 14th instant the Ministers waited on me by desire 
of his Excellency the Vizier, and I had a long conversation with them on the 
subject of the progress of the réform, the réalization of the balances of revenue 
for the current Fusly year, and the probability of advantege or loss from the 
continuance of the commission to Tehsildars in lieu of the charges of collection. 


7. The Ministers declared to me, what I knew before to be the case, tliat 
the reform:had proceeded most successfully till the time of their departure to 
Futtygurh, that an advantageous settlement of the revenue had been concluded 
in most of the districts, that security had been obtained from the Tehsildars for 
the largest instalment of the revenue, and that a great deal more had been 
realized at the end of the month of Bysaack than had ever been known in the 
country at that period of the year, when an unhappy change in the counsels of 
their Sovereign had served to disconcert all their proceedings, to weaken their 
authority over every subordinate officer in every department of the State, to 
suspend the realization of the revenue, and ultimately to produce a state of 
things which it was unnecessary for them to explain to me, since I must be 
aware of the cessation of their functions and of their total want of authority 
to control any branch of the administration. Rajah Dya-Krishen added, 
however, that notwithstanding all those impediments to the successful progress 
of the reform, the actual receipts into the treasury for the current Fusly year 
would still be found to be equal to those of the preceding year, and that the 
receipts of this year would have been greater, it the abolition of the system 
of Akhbar had allowed to the Nazims and Tehsildars the efficient exercise of 
that authority committed to them by the regulations of our Government, as 
originally introduced into Oude ; but that, for a period of nearly two months, 
the authority of those officers had been weakened, and their personal appre- 
hensions excited, by the corrupt practices of the news-writers, so as to 
suspend the collections entirely, and to leave large balances of revenue in the 
hands of a number of the landholders, which the Tehsildars were afraid to 
demand, and for which they and their sureties must be responsible or the loss 


be incurred by the State. 


S. I stated in general terms to the Ministers the purpdtt of thé Governor- 
General’s letter, in answer to his Excellency the Vizier*’s, on thé subject of the 
commission on the revenue. I mentioned his Lofdship’s opinion, in perfect 
coincidence with my own, on the tendency of the system of Akhbar, and its 
inconsistency with the success of the reform or with any salutary principle of 
Government. I expressed a confident hope that the friendly suggestions on 
this subject, which were contained in the Govefnor-General’s letter to the 
Vizier, the explanations which I had offered to his Excellency and the 
occasional representations of the Ministers at proper seasons to their So- 
vereign, would impress his Excellency with a conviction of the necessity 
of abolishing a system so manifestly injurious to the good government 
of his country, the due realization of hts revenue, the peace of his 
own mind, and the general happiness of his subjects. That, in the mean- 
time, I had reason to believe that his Excellency had departed, on conviction, 
from the wish which he entertained and expressed of suspending the commis- 
sion on the revenue. That this conviction in his mind would be necessarily 
confirmed by an inspection and comparison of the revenue accounts of the 
last and current years, which the Dewan should prepare and submit to him with 
the least practicable delay; and that, after the adjustment of those accounts, 
it seemed expedient to suggest to his Excellency, as a prelude to the abolition 
of the Akhbar, to review the conduct and proceedings of all his Nazims and 
Tehsildars, to determine who were worthy of his confidénce, to continue in 
office those alone who lad merited his entire approbation and to strengthen 
their authority for the future, to remove every officer who had displeased him, 
and thus to put an end to all suspicion, and to supersede the necessity for 
those checks which his Excellency had recently thought proper to establish 
over his Nazims and Tehsildars. 

9. The 
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9. The Mintsters concurred in the propriety of all the suggestions which I Bengal Politica 
offered ; and as Moatumud-eod-Dowlah was to wait upon his Excellency in pig ome tiia 


the evening, it was agreed that he should submit the purport of our conversa- Tee 
tion to his Excellency, with the view of preparing his mind for a renewal of Letter 

it with mie in the morhing, when I was to breakfast with his Excellency from Resident at 
as usual Lucknow 


10. Before proceadiag to the palace, on Saturday the 15th instant, I 
received a message from Moatumud-ood-Lowlah to this effect: that he had 
repeated to his Excellency the Vizier the purport of my discourse to the 
Ministers on the subject of the arrangements to be adopted for the ensuing 
Fusly year, and particularly on the abolition of the Akhbar. That his Excel- 
lency seemed determined to maintain this department at all hazards, and was 
apparently so much displeased at the suggestion of its abolition, and the 
arguments which I furnished against it, and which the Minister repeated to 
his Excellency, as to express himself with irritation in these words: “ If such 
** be the srs of your conferences with the Resident, the seldomer you go to 
‘him the better. You wish to deprive me of the only means of information 
« that I possess regarding the proceedings of my officers and subjects. There 
«¢ was the other day an affray in one of the districts, as also a robbery and 
‘‘ murder, and but for the news-writer I should have known nothing of the 
‘matter. The Akhbar is an ancient and useful department, and it is my 
‘ pleasure to maintain it as formerly.” 


11. With a knowledge of this determination in the mind of his Excellency the 
Vizier, it would obviously have been useless tor me, as well as inconsistent with the 
spirit of my instructions, conveyed by your despatch of the 26th ultimo, to renew 
iny instances with his Excellency for the abolition of the system of Akhbar , 
and I resolved to restrict my endeavours to the mitigation of its pernicious 
effects, by persuading his Excellency of the necessity of supporting the authority 
of the Tehsildars during the critical season of collection, and suspending the 
operation of his orders on such papers of intelligence as were brought before 
him, till the balances of revenue should be realized, and an investigation of the 
various circumstances to be reported by the news-writers could take place. 


12. At our conference of the 15th instant, accordingly, after presenting tc 
his Excellency an acknowledgment for the sum of twenty-three lacs of rupees, 
the payment of which into the treasury had been completed on the 8th instant, 
I related briefly to his Excelleacy the leading points of the conversation which 
had passed between his Ministers and me. I stated Rajah Dya-Krishen s 
acknowledgment of there being large balances of revenue due by the land- 
holders in several districts, and bis explanation of the causes of those balances - 
that the Nazims and Tehsildars were afraid to enforce their demands, however 
just, against the landholders, by reason of the corrupt practices of the news- 
writers, who were bribed by the defaulting Zemindars to repsesent the demands 
against them as oppressive, and whose false or exagecrated reports were acted on 
without the smallest investigation, so as to weaken the hands of the Nazims 
and subordinate collectors of revenue, and bring their authority over the 
landholders into contempt. I added, asa matter of general report and noto- 
nety, that all the arrangements of police were rendered nugatory by similar 
practices, and that a robber or murderer, as well as a defaulting Zemindar, who 
had cause to apprehend the seizure of his person or chstraint of his goods by the 
Nazim or Tehshildar, had only to give a few rupecs to the news-writer, to 
enable him to set the local authority of the Government at defiance, and to 
evade the punishment of his crime or the payment of his debt to the State ; and 
therefore if his Excellency were determined to maintain the establishment of 
news-writers in the manner in which it was recently formed, that it seemed to 
me to be expedient and indispensable to the realization of the balances of re- 
venue, to caution the news-writers most peremptorily against transmitting 
inaccurate reports, to prohibit their interference between the Nazims or 
Tehsildars and the landholders on any question of revenue till the season of 
collection should be passed, and generally to manifest, at the least, an equal 
share of confidence in the Nazims or Tehsildars and the newsewriters, by 
suspending a decision on points which the latter might report to the ee 
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till some investigation should take place. His Excelency seemed to feel the 
propriety of those suggestions in as far as he understood them, and promised: 
to consider them again and to taik the matter over with his Ministers. 


13. After I had taken leave of the Vizier, his Exéellency called my Moonshee 
into his presence, and discussed with him and the Ministers the purport of the 
suggestions which 1 had offered. A number of papers of intelligence from 
the several districts of the country were submitted while my Moonsbee was in 
waiting, and the Vizier, to mantfest his compliance with my advice, as I 
suppose, referred those papers to the Nazims for their own investigation and 
decision, thus precluding or suspending for a day those injurious effects of the 
Akhbar which his former daily practice had occasioned. 


14. Towards the evening of the 15th inst., I understood that Moatumud-ood- 
Dowlah had submitted to the Vizier the result of his inquiries into the conduct 
of some subordinate officers of the Government during the Ministers’ absence at 
Futtygurh, and that Moozuffur Alee Khan, Darogah of the Tope Khana (master 
of the ordnance), and Meer Gholam Alee Khan, controller of the Duwab (an 
office recently conferred on this person), were implicated in charges of pecula- 
tion to a very considerable amount, which the Minister engaged to sub- 
stantiate. The Vizier proceeded rather summarily, in the first instance, 
on the charges which the Minister had adduced, by demanding from 
the persons accused, particularly from Moozufter Alee Khan, the restitu- 
tion of the amount of the sums which this officer was alleged to have 
appropriated. With regard to Gholaum Alee Khan, his Excellency contented 
himself with superseding the arrangements which this officer had made in the 
department committed to his charge, and dismissing those subordinate officers 
whom he had added to the former establishment. 


15. Onthe morning of the 16th instant, the accused and their accuser, the 
Minister, were confronted in the presence of the Vizier, and a disgraceful 
altercation took place between Moozutfer Alee Khan andthe Minister ; the former, 
supported, as I understand, by the Vizier, who was induced by the intrigues of 
the alleged delinquent and his associates, to justify his peculations to the 
Minister, whom he had previously employed to detect them, and the conse- 
quence of this dispute was reported to be the triumph of the opposition over 
the Minister and the temporary disgrace of the latter, who retired from the 
Court with a resolution to resign his station immediately, unless justice should 
be done in the matter of his charge against Moozuffer Alee Khan. 


16. Next morningI had a message from Rajah Dya-Krishen, expressive of 
his natural apprehension of sharing in the disgrace of Moatuinud-ood-Dowlah, 
and his desire to anticipate this disgrace by a voluntary retirement from 
office. He described the fickleness of the Vizier’s disposition, and his ready and 
implicit belief of the scandalous reports of his news-writers, and of intriguing 
persons around him, to be such as to destroy the confidence and subvert the 
authority of the Ministers, and to preclude the beneficial exercise of uny one of 
their official functions. His Excellency was daily in the habit of passing orders 
on the statements of his news-writers, contradictory and subversive uf those 
orders which were passed but the day before, on the Rajah’s representations, by 
his advice, and when the inconsistency was pointed out to his Excellency he 
never scrupled to disavow the preceding orders, by declaring his ignorance of 
the subject, and imputing those orders to the Rajah himself or to Moatamud-ood- 
Dowlah, who had acted, he said, without authority. A number of instances of 
this unsteadiness in the Vizier’s disposition and conduct were pointed out by 
the messenger of Dya-Krishen, and he concluded with an earnest entreaty on 
the part of the Rajah to me, that I would either permit hin to resign a situation 
which he had been called to with my concurrence, or take such measures as 
might enable him to do the duties of it with credit and comfort to himself, and 
to the satisfaction and advuntage of his Sovereign. J replied, that I could not 
interfere between the Vizier and the servants of his Government, but should 
report the substance of his message, and all the circumstances which had come 
to my knowledge on the subject of it, to bis Excellency the Right Honourable 


the Governor. General ; and I advised both the Rajah and cane allele 
no 
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not to think of retiring from office till the result of my reference should be Bengal Potisical 
Kcnown, but to labour assiduously, in the mean time, to regain the confidence Pr yreaaaerr 
of their Sovereign by every means in their power. = 


TNR 


17. The Vizier did me the honour of breakfasting with me this morning, and fom Resident at 


I was a raed disappointed at seeing both the ministers in his Excellency’s | Lucknow. 
suite. ‘They remained in attendance on me for an hour after his Excellency’s 
departure, and renewed the subject of their complaint of a total want of autho- 
rity to conduct the affairs of the State, or make any satisfactory arrangements 
for the settlement and collection of the revenue in the ensuing Fusly year. At 
present I see no probability of their regaining the confidence of their sovereign, 
nor of the successful discharge of their dutics in any branch of the administra- 
tion ; while, on the other hand, I am perfectly satisfied, that in the case of their 
retirement or dismission, a similar state of things will be produced within a very 
short period of time with respect to their successors in office, unless supported by 
our Government decidedly, and in a manner that appears to be incompatible 
with the view which the Governor-General entertains of the independency of the 
sovereignty of Oude and its relations with the British Government of India. 
And under this conviction, I apprehend that a prosecution of the objects of 
reform may ultimately bring discredit on our Government as the advisers of it, 
without any advantage whatever to the Sovereign or people of Oude. 


18. It is still possible, however, that a favourable change may take place 
in the counsels of his Excellency the Vizier, the fickleness of whose temper 
may induce him, ina very tew days, to banish from his favour and presence 
those persons by whom his Ministers are opposed, and to re-establish the authority 
of the Ministers on a more permanent footing than before. And although | 
consider myself to be precluded from offering any urgent or unsolicited advice to 
his Excellency, with a view to the support of his Ministers, I shall not fail to 
take advantage of every opportunity that he may give to me, of encouraging a 
disposition in their favour, should such a disposition appear. 





I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
18th July 1815. Resident. 
EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
The 30th August 1815. 30 Aug. 1815. 
To the Honourable N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Vice-President in Council, from ree a 
&e. &c. &c. Lucknow. 
Honourable Sir : 
I have the honour of transmitting, for your information, a duplicate of a 
despatch dated the 5th and 7th instant, which I have this day transmitted to the 
Secretary to the Government in the Secret and Political Department. 
I have, &c. 
Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
7th August 1815. Resident. 
To J. Adam, Esq, Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political Letter 
Department. from Resident at 
Sir: Lucknow. 


1. Shortly after the appointment by his Excellency the Vizier of Moatumud-ood- 
Dowlah and Dya-Krishen to the offices of Naib and Dewan, it was settled 
between his Excellency and me, that Moatumud-ood-Dowlah should be the chan- 
nel of all communications on business, both written and verbal, between us ; and 
accordingly it was my daily practice, till the departure of the Ministers to 
Futtygurh, to transmit my letters for the Vizier, in the evening, to Moatumud- 
ood-Dowlah, who submitted them to his 7 ame in the morning, and brought 
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of the Minister to Futtygurh, a person named Meer Elahie Bukhsh, a near relation 
of the Minister's, was selected and recommended by him, and appointed by his 
Excellency the Vizier to perform this part of his duty, and since the Minister’s 
return to Lucknow, although his personal attendance on me has gradually dimi- 
nished in frequency, and of late has entirely ceased, the practice of transmitting 
my letters and verbal applications through him has never aan departed from on 
my part, and I resolved to observe it invariably till his Excellency should for- 
mally announce to me his suspension of the Minister’s functions. 


2. On Thursday the 3d instant I received a message from the Vizier -by 
Mirza Hajee to the following effect: That as my letters and messages to his 
Excellency, conveyed through the medium of Moatumud-ood Dowlah, did not 
arrive at a proper time, and as his Excellency had recently appointed a 
Moonshee and other public officers to transact business in the name of his son, 
it was his Excellency’s particular desire that my letters and applications of all 
kinds should in future be forwarded to his son, and not through the medium of 
Moatumud-ood-Dowlah. 


3. The obvious meaning of this message could not be misunderstood. The 
Vizier might with equal propriety, and with more dignity, have addressed me, 
or directed Mirza Hajee to address me in these words: ‘ I have thought proper 
‘* to suspend my Minister, and you will consider his functions as at an end.” 
I replied to his Excellency’s message in the following terms, which I have 
since committed to writing and sent to him in the form of a note. ‘ The 
‘‘ appointment of your Excellency’s son to the office of principal Minister, 
« and of Moatumud-ood-Dowlah to that of Naib, took place at the same time, 
‘¢ and your Excellency then desired that all my communications on business, 
‘¢ whether verbal or written, should be sent to you through the medium of 
« Moatumud-ood-Dowlah. I complied with your Excellency’s desire, no 
less from a cordial disposition to consult your pleasure in all things, than 
‘¢ from a conviction that the arrangement was salutary, and calculated to 
‘s facilitate and expedite the transaction of public business. 


«© On the departure of Moatumud-ood-Dowlah to Futtygurh, your Excellency 
‘«¢ was pleased to appoint a person related to the Naib, and enjoying his parti- 
‘¢ cular confidence, to perform that part of his duty which had reference to my 
‘s official station ; and I continued to submit my communications through the 
‘© medium of the person so appointed until Moatumud-ood-Dowlah’s return, 
«© when I resumed my original practice. It is now your Excellency’s pleasure 
‘¢ to suspend those functions of the Naib which rendered him the channel of 
‘¢ communication between your Excellency and me, and as I am ever most 
‘‘ cordially disposed to consult your gratification in all things, I shall, of course, 
‘¢ discontinue the transmission of my letters and applications to your Excel- 
«* lency through the medium of Moatumud-ood-Dowlah.” 


‘«« But as the arrangement with regard to the prince, which your Excellency 
‘© seems to desire, appears to me to resemble the practice of your illustrious 
“‘ father (whose mansion is paradise) with reference to his son, Shums-ood- 
Dowlah, who though the nominal Minister of the Government had no autho- 
rity in the State, and was never the channel of communication between his 
“father and the Resident at this Court, I propose, with your Excellency’s 
‘sanction, to consider your Excellency’s son as in the same situation exactly 
«© in which Shums-ood-Dowlah was placed, and to transmit my letters hereafter, 
“asin the time of your Exccllency’s father, by the hands of a servant of my 
“ own, who will have the honour of waiting on your Excellency at such hour 


‘as may be convenient to yourself.” 

4, The Vizier has acquiesced in my proposal that my letters should be sent 
to him directly, replyingto my message in these words : 

‘«‘ That the object of his proposal was no more than to promote t 
“ of his son, who was in reality the Minister of his Government, and that as 


« T had originally taken pains to teach his Excellency the public business of 


** the State on his first accession to the musnud, he expected similar sa ion 


he education 
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*¢ to his son from my friendly tuition.” Nevertheless, it is evident to me that 
the real design of the Vizier is to supersede even the shadow of authority 
which Moatumud-ood-Dowlah has been permitted to retain since his return from 
the deputation to Futtygurh: and thus, for the present, I must consider the 
administration of the Government of Oude to be re-established in every respect 
on the same footing on which it was conducted in the time of the late Vizier ; 
but with one remarkable distinction to the prejudice of the present time, that 
the talents and understanding of this Vizier arc in my opinion greatly inferior 
to those of his Excellency’s father. 


5. The actual state of the country 1s accordingly worse at this time than I 
recollect it at any former period. With the authority of the Minister and 
Dewan, that of the Nazims and Tehsildars has also vanished ; excepting in the 
case of Hukeem Mehdee, who is said to be in favour with the Vizier, and to 
be supported by Gholaum Alee Khan and Mirza Hajee, who seem now to be 
the principal counsellors. It is alrnost superfluous to add, that the measures of 
reform are at a stand, and thatinstead of magistrates and collectors with an 
efficient police and Tehsildars, the Zillahs are at present under the manage- 
ment of his Excellency’s news-writers and Hurkarras, who may exercise 
unlimited authority over the constituted officers of the Government, and 
encourage the landholders to revolt. 


6. Under these circumstances, I deem it to be my duty to represent to you, 
for the consideration of the Right Honourable the Governor-General, that the 
arrangement thus announced to me by the Vizier for the future transaction of 
business between his Excellency and the Resident at his Court, as suspending 
the most important of the functions of his Excellency’s subordinate minister, 
to whom alone the suggestions of the Resident could be conveyed without 
reserve and with effect, is likely, in my judgment, to be productive of conse- 
quences highly injurious to the just ascendancy of the influence of the British 
counsels in Oude and the combined interests of the two States. 


7. It is still possible, however, that the fickleness of the Vizier’s disposition 
may operate a remedy for the disorder that seems now to pervade his adminis- 
tration within a limited period of time. The removal from his Excellency’s 
presence of two or three evil advisers, who obtained an influence over his 
Excellency’s mind during the absence of Moatumud-ood-Dowlah, and have 
been enabled by fortuitous circumstances to preserve that influence since his 
return, would prove sufficient at any time to restore the due authority of the 
Minister over every department of the administration, and to re-establish the 
ascendancy of those counsels, which can have no other motive nor object than 
the honour and interests of the Sovereign and the happiness of the people of 
Oude. It is possible, as I stated above, and in my judgment highly desirable, 
that this salutary change should be produced without any interference on my 
part; but it is a question which I am bound to submit for Lord Moira’s consi- 
deration and decision, whether or not that interference be authorized in the 
form of a friendly remonstrance, should it hereafter appear to be indispen- 
sable by the continuance of the present state of things, and an injurious delay to 
make arrangements for the settlement and collection of the revenue in the 
ensuing Fusly year, in conformity with the new system. 


I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Barium, 
5th August 1815. Resident. 


P.S. 7th August 1815. Since writing the above, I have had the honour of 
receiving a letter from his Excellency the Vizier, the subject of which appears 
to me to require the more immediate attention of his Excellency the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General, and accordingly I annex a translation of 
the letter and a copy of my answer to it, for his Lordship’s perusal and conside- 
ration. Persian copies of both are also transmitted by this despatch. 


(Signed) J. Baruuie, 
Resident. 
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From his Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 6th August 1815.) 


Seyyud-Kootb-ood-Deen Hussun Khan, Nazim of the Zillah of Sandee, 
being in attendance at this place, the accounts of receipt and disbursement of 
the revenue of that Zillah shall be immediately required from him and examined ; 
and as the Fusly year is at an end, shookhas will be written and issued to all the 
other five Nazims of Zillahs, directing their immediate attendance with their 
accounts for the purpose of examination and adjustment. This is written 
for your information. 


A true translation: 
(Signed) J. BAILxrE, 
Resident. 


To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 6th August 1815.) 


I have had the honour of receiving your Excellency’s gracious letter of this 
date, apprizing me of the attendance of the Nazim of Sandee in your Excellen- 
cy’s presence, and of your intention to summon the other five Nazims of Zillahs 
to Lucknow for the purpose of settling their accounts. 


The examination and adjustment of the accounts of all the Nazims of districts 
in your Excellency’s dominions form an object of the highest importance, and I 
concur with your Excellency entirely in the propriety and necessity of com- 
inencing them without any delay. 1 am further of opinion with your Excel- 
lency, that it may be proper in several cases, and in some indispensable, to 
require the personal attendance of the Nazims for the purpose of adjusting their 
accounts, provided that the public inconvenience to be apprehended from their 
absence from their Zillahs do not appear to be greater than can arise from sume 
delay in the adjustment of their accounts. 


But, on the other hand, I submit to your Excellency that the removal of all 
the Nazims at one time from their districts, as it seems impossible that the exa- 
mination of all the accounts should be in progress at the same time, must not 
only be unprofitable and inexpedient, but may also be productive of considerable 
disorder in the country, from the absence of all the local authorities of the dis- 
tricts at the same period of time. It were better, in my humble opinion, that 
the Nazims should be summoned to the Presence successively, one after another ; 
and that when the accounts of one shall be carefully inspected and adjusted to 
your Excellency’s perfect satisfaction, ¢hut one be dismissed to his district, or 
if his conduct prove dissatisfactory to your Excellency, another person be 
appointed in his room, and the next Nazim in succession attend and submit his 
accounts. One or two of the districts, I apprehend, may be considered at present 
in such a state as to preclude the removal of the Nazim, or local authority of the 
Zillah, without danger of public disorder; and, in this case, it appears to be 
expedient that the Naib Nazim, and his Dewan or assistants, be summoned in 
the room of the Nazim for the purpose of submitting his accounts. 


With a reference, in particular, to Moontuzim-ood-Dowlah, Hukeem Mehdee 
Alee Khan, the tenor of his Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General's remarks on the character and conduct of this person, contained “in his 
Lordship’s answers to your Excellency’s paper of requests bearing date the 192th 
November 1814, would appear to my judgment to suggest that your Excellency 
should reconsider the propriety of summoning Hukeem Mehdee to the Presence, 
and if your Excellency will be pleased to peruse the enclosed extract from that 
paper, you will, I doubt not, concur in opinion with your Excellency’s fervent 
well-wisher, that the sanction of your sincere friend the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General my Lord Moira should be sought and obtained, to the mea- 
sure of recalling Hukeem Mehdee to your Presence, before it be carried into 
effect. 

A true copy : 


Signed J. BAILLieE, 
eer Resident. 


EXTRACT 
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EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 20th, September 1815. 


To the Honourable N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Vice-President in Couneil, 
&e. &c. &e. 
Honourable Sir : 

I have the honour of transmitting, for your information, a duplicate of my 
despatch of this date, addressed to the Secretary to Government in the Secret 
and Political Department. 

I have, &c. 


Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Barut, 
Ath September 1815. | Resident. 


Para aeRa 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to the Government in the Secret and Political 
Department. 
Sirs 


1. Be pleased to submit to the notice of his Excellency the Right Honourable 
the Governor-General the enclosed translation of a letter which I received from 
his Excellency the Vizier on the 30th ultimo, requesting my friendly advice on 
the subject of the settlement of his revenue for the ensuing T'usly year, and copy 
of my answer to that letter. 


2. A favourable change has appeared to me in the disposition of his Excellency 
the Vizier since the receipt of the letter from Lord Moira declining an interview 
with his Excellency, which was conveyed to me by the Persian Secretary in his 
despatch of the 18th ultimo, and which I presented to his Excellency on the 23d. 
The Minister, Moatumud-ood-Dowlah, 1s unhappily still, as before, the object 
of his Excellency’s aversion, and of a persecution unnatural and unjust ; but the 
Dewan has been reinstated in office, and directed by his Excellency to resume 
his occasional attendance on me, for the purpose of receiving my advice with a 
view to the settlement of the country. 


3. One obvious and essential advantage may arise from this partial recurrence, 
on the part of his Excellency the Vizier, to those salutary practices and obser- 
vances with which his Excellency commenced the reform in the month of De- 
cember last. My suggestions to Rajah Dya-Krishen if implicitly followed by 
the Vizier, as his Excellency has promised to comply with them, will necessa- 
rily check the disorders which have recently arisen in the country, and will 
enable the Nazims to take measures preparatory to the settlement of the revenue 
for the ensuing Fusly year. 


4, But the limited influence of Rajah Dya-Krishen over the mind of his Ex. 
cellency the Vizier, and the opposition to his judicious counsels by a number of 
intriguers about the Court, supported by the inventions of news-writers empolyed 
in every district of the country, preclude the expectation in my mind of any 
permanent advantage from the advice which I have submitted to his Excellenc 
on this occasion, or from suggestions which I may offer to him hereafter, until 
the return of Moatumud-ood-Dowlah to favour, or the appointment of some 
other efficient minister, possessing the confidence of both States and supported 
by our Government, in such a manner as to preclude the success of intrigues 
against him, of a nature similar to those which have occasioned the downfall of 
Agha Meer. 

I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. Barvuie, 
4th September 1815. Resident. 





From his Excellency the Vizier. (Written by his own hand. Received the 
23d Rumzaun 1230, 30th August 1815.) 


My Uncle: 
The joss which my Government has sustained since the commencement of 
the Fusly year 1222 from the salaries granted to the Nazims and the —— of 
8 P their 


~ 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
20 Sept. 1815. 


Letter 
from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Letter 
from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Letter 
from the Vizier. 


Bengal Political 
, Cans ions, 

20 Sept.’ 1815. 

Se aes 


Letter 
from the Vizier. 
+6 


Letter 
from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


698 OUDE._ PAPERS. 


their establishments, and also from people appointing their own sons and-other 
relations to the situation of Ameens, for the ‘purpose of, appropriating ithe com- 
mission of ten per centum and other efholuments to themselves, need not ro 
be explained to you, and the interests of the two States being identified, the 
Honourable ‘Company must necessarily participate in my lose. ete “tae C 


As it is ever my wish and intention, ‘both from a consideration of the friend- 
ship subsisting between the two States, and more especially from motives. of 
personal friendship for you, to advise with, and consult you in ‘alf things, and 
as Iam further fully persuaded that you wilt always be influenced in advisia 
me by motives of friendship and regard for the true interests of my Governmen 
the success and prosperity of which you consider as involving your own good 
name aad reputation, | therefore with sincerity of heart soli¢it your opinion‘and 
advice regarding the settlement of the revenue of my country for the ensuing 
Fusly year, in such a manner as that the -Ryots may be happy, the country 
flourishing, the just dues of the State may be realized, no loss may arise to the 
Government, the British troops may punish the turbulent and refractory, 
and the commanding-officers be prevented from interfering between the 
officers of the Government and the Zemindars. _ 


A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Baruuyz, 
Resident. 


Carmenere 


To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 1st September 1815.) 


In conformity with my promise of the day before yesterday, I now submit to 
your Excellency my genuine sentiments on the subject of your Excellency’s. 
gracious letter under date the 30th ultimo. 


With a reference to the amount of the loss which your Excellency has 
ascribed in your letter to the salaries granted to the Nazims and the expenses of 
their establishments, { am clearly and decidedly of opinion, after a careful exa- 
mination of the subject, that no loss whatever can be said to have resulted to 
your Excellency from this particular arrangement: nay, I am sausfied that, on 
a comparison of the two, the expense of the nizamut establishment for 3 
Zillah, under the new system, will be found to be less than the amount of the 
salaries and establishments that were formerly paid to Ameens of the several 
districts or purgunnahs which are now comprehended in that Zillah, exclusively of 
the charges of collection or sebundy, which were then, as they now are, distinct 
from the civil establishments. . 


It is further my humble opinion, that if your Excellency determine to reduce 
the salaries and establishments of the Nazims so much below the present standard 
of their allowances as to form an inadequate support for persons of respectability 
and talents in the discharge of offices of such importance, the necessary conse- 
quence of such reduction will be a recurrence to practices more injurious ‘to the 
true interests of your Government, and to the comfort and happiness of your 
subjects, than any loss that could arise from the liberal payment of those officers. 


Your Excellency has referred to a loss occasioned by the grant of a commis- 
sion of ten per centum on the revenue in lieu of charges of collection, in 
consequence of some of the Nazims having appointed their owa sons and 
relations to the situation of Ameens or Tehsildars. Gi 


On the general question of the expediency of continuing the comnyssion to 
Tehsildars, the clear and compréhensive view which his Excellency, the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General has taken of this subject, in his letter to 
your Excellency’s address of the 26th June last (17th Rujeeb, A. H. 1230), 
supersedes afl retnarks ‘upon ny part; but with a reference to, the particular 
ground of loss which your Excellency has referred to oh this occasion, 1¢ would 
seem to my judgement quite imaginary, since it 18 obvious that if the public 
duties of Tehsildar be faithfully and uprightly discharged, and the full amount 


of the revenue:be paid into: your Excellency's treasury. by the persons ho} ing 
; "those 
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those offites, it can’ make no ‘difference fo your Excellency in ‘peint of 
actual expense, whether these persons be the sons and relations of the Nazim, or 
utter strangers to those officers, In either case aljke it is manifest, that your 
Excellency has the commission of ten per centum, and no more, than that 
commission, to pay on the- actual receipts into the treasury. Besides, the 
appointment of Tehsildars under the new system rests exclusively with your 

xcellency, not the Nazims: the Nazims, it is true, may recommend persons 
for those gituations, but your Excellency alone can appoint; and I pene that 
none of the Nazims would presume to grant a sunaud of tehsildaree to any yer- 
son without reporting the circymetance in the first instance, and obtaining your 
Excellency’s consent. But ifja Nazim should have acted so improperly, Jris 
appointment is necessarily invalid, and not only defeats the object, but subjécts 
him to your Excellency’s displegaure. 


The setitiment of implicit relidhce on my genuine friendship and regard, which 
has prompted your Excellency to consult me on the most advantageous mode of 
concluding the settlement of your dominions for the ensuing Fusly year, demand 
my most grateful acknowledgment, and is a source of the highest gratification 
to my mind. 


In the spirit of that cordial friendship on which your Excellency has expressed 
your reliance, I submit as my decided opinion, and as that of the Government 
which I represent, and which has ever manifested to your Excellency the truest 
and most disinterested friendship, that every one of the salutary objects which 
your Excellency has proposed for-my consideration may be expected, nay, must 
necessarily result, from a firm and resolute adherence to the system recently 
introduced : the system which your Excellency adopted by a free and unqualified 
declaration in your letter to the Right Honourable the Governor-General of the 
4th of December last (21st Zehijj A.H.1229), accompanied by a solemn assurance 
that the details of it should be conducted by your Ministers with my uniform 
concurrence and advice; a system which, though yet in its infancy during the 
last Fusly year, though its progress and success have been opposed by a number 
of forfuitous circumstances, though its radical principles have been perverted 
and smost of its regulations departed from during the last three months, I may 
say, has nevertheless been productive of benefit rather than logs to the State, has 
ameliorated the condition of the ryots, and has established a solid foundation for 
future progressive improvement of the revenue and resoarces of the country ; 
nay, in the matter of actual collection or receipt uf revenue into the treasury, if 
compared with the preceding year, has occasioned no loss to your Excellency, 
although in one particular district or two, from the incapacity of the Nazim or 
other causes, a trifling defalcation may have occurred, which the arrangements 
for the ensuing year might easily do more than compensate. 


Under all these circumstances, it must be obvious that the best, and indeed the 
only advice which I can now submit to your Excellency, is a firm and determined 
perseverence in the principles of the new system, and a strict observance of its 
rules im the settlement of your Excellency’s revenue for the ensuing Fusly year. 


If your Excellency, in the spirit of your letter to his Excellency the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General under date the 4th December, and of his 
Lordship’s friendly advice in his several letters to your Excellency, more parti- 
cularly that under date the 26th of June last (17th Rujeeb, A.H. 1250), will be 
pleased to resume the intentions, to recur to the salutary proceedings which are 
stated and recommended in those letters, to put a stop to those injurious prac- 
tices which are subversive of every principle of good government, as well as of 
the particular system which has recently been introduced into your dominions, 
and will direct ‘the resumption of those observances on the part of your minis- 
ters towards me, which are essential to the success of their administration, the 
benefits to be derived from this arrangement will soon be so apparent to‘your 
Excellency, as to impress you with the fullest conviction that the system recom- 
mended by our Government is the best that could possibly be devised for the 
future settlement of your country. But, on the other han if your Excellency 
be-not cordiall disposed and firmly resolved to pursue the particular line of con- 
duct, which I have here submittéd for your consideration es essential to the suc- 


Cess'of the reform and to the future good government of the country, es 
smallest 
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smalest departure from which might not ouly be productive of the disappoint-- 
ment of all the salutary purposes for which this system wae recothmended to 
your adoption, but might also unjustly bring discredit on the character of the 
system itself; the friendship which. I entertain for your Excellency, and motives 
of candour impel me to caution your Exceltency most solemnly against the 
further prosecution of this system, under circumstances that are likdy to defeat 
it, and thus to exonerate myself from responsibility for the consequences which. 
must result from a nominal adoption of its principles, accompanied by an infrac- 
tion of its rules. Your Excellency should maturely consider all the circum- 
stances which are stated in this letter, and you may then with propriety determine 
either to persevere in the system of reform, or to devise some other arrangement, 
more conducive to the success of your Government and to the comfort and hap- 
piness of your subjects, communicating your resolution, of course, to his Excel- 
lency the Right Honourable the Governor-General before it be carried into 


effect. 


With regard to your Excellency’s desire of the punishment of the turbulent 
and refractory by means of the British troops: As the sole purpose of stationing 
our troops in your Excellency’s dominions is the support of your Excellency’s 
Government aod suppression of the rebellious and disorderly, they. shall, of course, 
be punished as you desire, and the commanding-officers of our troops shall never 
be permitted to interfere in the settlement or assessment of the revenue between 
the officers of the Government and the Zemindars. 


A true copy : 
(Signed) J. Barxure, 
Resident. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 7th October 1815. 


To J. Monckton, Esq., Acting Chief Secretary to the Government. 
Sir: 

I am directed to transmit to you, for the information of the Honourable the 
Vice-President and for record, the accompanying copy of a letter addressed this 
day, under the authority of the Governor-General, to the Resident at Lucknow, 
in reply to his despatch of the 4th instant. 


I have, &c. 


Patna, (Signed) J. Apanr, 
24th September 1815. ; Secretary to the Government. 





To Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 4th 
instant, enclosing the copy and translation of a letter addressed to you by his 
Excellency the Vizier, soliciting your advice relative to the settlement of the 
revenue of the country for the ensuing year and of your reply. 


2. The Governor-General directs me to signify to you his entire approbation of 
the tenor of your reply to the Vizier, and to express his hope that the counsel 
which you have conveyed to his Excellency may be adopted and acted upon. 


3. His Lordship suspends his observations on the other topics adverted, to in 
ycur letter enclosing the correspondence above referred to until the preparation 
of instructions in reply to some of your late despatches, which are now under 
consideration, 

I have, &c. 


Patna, (Signed) J. Apam, 
24th September 1815. Secretary to the Government. 


EXTRACT 
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, EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
a ae The 20th October 1815. / 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to the Government in the Secret and Political 
Department. 

(+ Sir: , 

Be picased to submit to the notice of his Excellency the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General the enclosed translation of a letter which I have received 
from his Excellency the Vizier, announcing the removal of two of his Excel- 
lency’s Nazims and appointment of other officers in their room, and requiring 
the aid of our troops in support of the authority of those officers. 


g. I have complied with his Excellency’s requisition, by issuing instructions 
to Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser cothmanding the troops at Secrora, a copy of 
which is enclosed, and I expect in a few days to have occasion to send similar 
instructions to the commanding officers at Sultanpore and Purtaubgurh. In 
the former of those districts particularly, there are several refractory landholders 
in possession of strong forts who have resisted the authority of the Government, 
and withheld the revenue of their estates for a period of several years, and 
whose suppression has been necessarily postponed, from the want of a battering 
train to be employed in the reduction of their fortresses. 


3. With a reference to the purport of your letter under date the 21st of 
December last, I deem it proper to take this opportunity of apprizing you, 
for the information of the Right Honourable the Governor-General, of the 
apparent necessity tliat exists for the employment of a battering train in the 
districts of Sultanpore and Purtaubgurh during the ensuing cold season, and [ 
beg to be favoured with a communication of his Lordship’s sentiments and 
commands respecting the practicability of this measure, and the manner of 
carrying it into effect with the least public inconvenience. 


I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
27th September 1815. Resident. 





From his Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 23d September 1815.) 


Sewuck Ram having been recently appointed to the office of Nazim of Zillah 
Dureeabad in the room of Jafer Alee Khan, removed for incapacity, and 
Goburdhun to that of Nazim of Zillah Lucknow, in the place of Agha Alee 
Khan, a minor, | therefore desire that you will write to the commanding officers 
at the different stations, in the usual terms, to assist and support the authority 
of the newly-appointed Nazims, and to comply with their requisitions for the 
punishment of the refractory and rebellious landholders, and send your letters 
to me. 

A true translation : 


(Signed) J. BAiLxieE, 
Resident. ° 





To Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser, commanding the Troofs at Secrora. 


Sir : 

1. The conduct of Meer Jafer Alee Khan in the station of Nazim of Baraitch 
having failed to give satisfaction to the Vizier, his Excellency has been pleased 
: — that person from office, and to appoint Lalla Sewuck Ram in 

is stead. 


_ 2. The latter officer will accordingly have the honour of presenting or forward- 
ing this letter to you, aud you will be pleased to esl sn him as the Vizier’s 
Nagin df Dureeabad and -Baraitch, and to comply with his eventual requisitions 
for the aid of the troops user your command, in support of his‘authority over 
the landholders, whose refractory conduct of late, as represented by the Ameens 
- fe avy ew F 8 of 
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of those districts, and more particularly by Umr Sing of Baraitch (an extrhct 
from whose arzee is transmitted to ak § will, I fear, occasion a necessity for 
resorting to measures of coercion, when the season of the year shall admit of 


your undertaking military operations. 


3. It is highly probable, however, that the statement of Umr Sing is exag- 
erated, and that the prudent conduct of the newly-appointed Nazim of x 
istrict, with the aid of a declaration on your part to the several refractory land- 

holders that you are instructed and prepared to support him with the whole of 

the force under your command, may induce the surrender of the ghurries and the 
return of the landholders tu their allegiance, without any more active operations, 
which it is, of course, most desirable to avoid, except in cases of absolute 


necessity. 


4. You are apprized of the intention of his Excellency the Vizier to furnish 
you with some battering guns from his Excellency’s arsenal at this place, as 
soon as they can be properly equipped ; and in the case of your requiring a rein- 
forcement to the actual strength of your battalion, it occurs to me to supgest 
for consideration, that your detachment, which is serving at Buhramgath, might 
be relieved by two companies from Seetapore, so as to render your battalion 
complete, in the case of its services being required. I request a communication 
of your sentiments on the eventual necessity of this measure, and 


I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
25th September 1815. Resident. 





Extracts from the Arzee of Umr Sing, Ameen of Baraitch, dated the 15th of 
September 1815. * 


I have had the honour of receiving your Excellency’s shookka, dated the 10th 
instant, commanding me to submit to the Presence a detailed statement of the 
names of the refractory landholders in my district, with a list of their forts, the 
number of their followers, the amount of the balances due by each of them for 
the year 1222 Fusly, particularly specifying whether the defalcations were occa- 
sioned by a disposition to resist authority or by some other cause, and the most 
effectual means of putting a stop to all disorders in the district. 


May it please your Excellency :—The disorderly practices of the refractory 
Zemindars in this district, their total disregard of authority, the erection of 
ghurries, and the impracticability of effecting an equitable assessment, in consee. 
quence of their rebellious conduct, have been regularly reported to the Presence 
by your slave; but, in obedience to your Excellency’s orders, 1 again submit a 
particular account of each refractory Zemindar, and [ submit it to your Excel- 
lency's wisdom to adopt such measures for the suppression of these disorders as 
may deter others from the like practices in future. 





List of refractory Zemindars, the Places of their abode, and the number of 
their Followers. 


Dulthumun and Bhojung, Zemindars of Pesagpore, are extremely turbulent 
and refractory. Besides their usual followers, they have entertained # thousand 
additional matchlockmen this year. They possess two strong forts with several 
guns ia the jungles of Peeagpore and Mulheepore, from whence they make occa- 
sional irruptions to ravage all the villages in the district of Baraitch. 


Mandhattah Sing, Zemindar of Ekowneh, has built a fort in the middle ofa 
very thick jungle, and retains seven or eight hundred matchlockmen in his pay. 


Kishen Pershaud, Zemindar of Gungow], has built two strong hurries, one at 
Gungowl the other at Bungao, both of which are surrounded by thick jungle. 


Has also abuut five hundred matchlockmen in his employ. 
Dewun 
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Dewun Sing, Bhowanee Sing, Goordut Sing, and other Zemindars of Reg- 
warhurhurpore, have lately entertained about five or six hundred matchlockmen, 
and erected ghurries in the jungle of Sehar on the bank of the Teedhee river near 
the jangle of Peeagpore, and in the village of Bhunghosera belonging to Gun- 
gowl, also surrounded by jungle, from which they make predatory excursions 
nto 


Dhokul Sing and Bhowanee Bukhsh, Zemindars of Pusgao Kumgar in pur- 
unnah Guaritch, usually reside on an island in the Gogra, the district of 
owna, on the opposite side of the river, in purgunnah Dureeabad or in the 
village of Chowkutha, in the district of Muhadewa, belonging to the Honourable 
Company. They have a large body of armed followers. Two or three large 
boats would be required for the use of the detachment sent against them. 


Duljeet Sing and Runjeet Sing, Zemindars of Puruspoor in purgunnah Gua- 
ritch, have taken refuge in the Honourable Company’s territories, where the 
Thanadar of Wuzeergunge protects them, and prevents their Ryots from culti- 
vating the lands. 


Rugoonath, Jung Behauder, and Bhiman, Zemindars of talooka Shahpore and 
Dhumao, in the purgunnah of Guaritch, have been seized; but Juskurrun 
Sing, the Tufreekdar of Jung Behauder has effected his escape. 


Mandhattah Sing, son of Sheopersaud, Zemindar of Bumnowtee, has erectcd 
three strong forts, one at the village of Bondhee, another at the village of Buk- 
neea, the third at the village of Bulba, surrounded by thick jungles, from which 
he daily and nightly threatens predatory attacks on Baraitch. He has about 
fifteen hundred matchlockmen. As the village of Bukneea stands on an island 
in the Gogra, two or three large boats and one or two battering guns will be 
required for this service. 


In the purgunnah of Bulrampore, Kulundera Shegal Kbor has erected a fort 
with the consent of the Zemindar; and Arjeen Sing, son of Newul Sing, the 
Zemindar, has built another. Heavy guns will also be required for the reduction 
of these forts. 

A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Barvurr, 
Resident. 


, To Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
ir: 

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 27th 
ultimo, reporting a change of two of his Excellency the Nabob Vizier’s Nazims 
of districts, and intimating the probable necessity of employing a battering-train 
in the course of the ensuing cold season, for the reduction of certain forts in the 
Vizier’s dominions. 


@. The tenor of your instructions to Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser, of which a 
copy was enclosed in your despatch above acknowledged, is entirely approved ; 
and with respect to the measure of employing a battering-train, the subject will 
be brought under the consideration of his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief 
and you will hereafter be apprized of the mode in which it may be determined to 
provide the battering-train for the purpose required. 


I have, &c. 


Fort- William, (Signed) J. Apam, 
20th October 1815. Secretary to the Government. 





Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing letter from the Resident at Lucknow 
be sent to the Adjutant-General with the following letter : 
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” To Lieutenant-Colonel Fagan, Adjutant-General. 
ir: : 

I am directed to transmit to you the accompanying copy of a despatch from 
the Resident at Lucknow, dated the 27th ultimo, for the purpose o being laid 
before his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, and to intimate to you the 
request of his Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor-General in 
Council, that with reference tothe eventual necessity of employing a battering- 
train in the districts of Sultanpore and Purtaubgurh, his Excellency the Com- 
mander-in-Chief will take the subject into his consideration, and communicate 
his sentiments with regard to the means of furnishing a battering-train, with the 
least public inconvenience, for the purposes required. 


Ihave, &c. 


Council Chamber, (Signed) J. Adam, 
20th October 1815. Secretary to the Government. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 27th October 1815. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to the Government in the Secret and Political 
; , Department. 
Sir: 

1. Since the despatch of my letter to your address, under date the 27th of 
September last, I have had some further requisitians from his Excellency the 
Vizier for the suppression of his rebellious landholders ; and the officers com- 
manding our troops at the stations of Sultanpore and Purtaubgurh have been 
applied to by his Excellency’s Nazims for detachments to support their authority 
in the districts under their charge. A number of desultory operations have 
taken place under the orders of Lieutenant-Colonel Cumberlege, at the requi- 
sition of the Nazim of Purtaubgurh, for the seizure of defaulters and marau- 
ders, and the general success of those operations has apparently had a salutary 
effect towards restoring the tranquillity of that district. Itransmit, for more 
particular information on the subject of Colonel Cumberlege’s proceedings, 
some extracts from official letters which have passed between that officer 
and me. 

2. The state of the district of Sultanpore must remain as at present, I appre- 
hend, tilla battering-train can be furnished for the reduction of some places 
of strength which are occupied by powerful landholders, who have Jong’ been 
in actual rebellion ; but as his Excellency the Vizier and his Nazim have been 
very urgent of late for the suppression of those rebellious landholders, I have 
deemed it incumbent on me to authorize the commanding-officer at Sultanpore 
to employ the force at his disposal in support of the authority of the Nazim, to 
the utmost practicable extent, without incurring the hazard of a failure ; and, for 
further information on this subject, I take the liberty of referring his Excellency 
the Right Honourable the Governor-General to the enclosed copies of letters 
which have passed between Major Duncan and me. 


8. In addition to the instances of removal and appointment of Nazims 
which were noticed in my despatch of the 27th ultimo, his Excellency the 
Vizier was yesterday pleased to announce to me his removal of Kooar Ruttun 
Sing, a deserving officer in my opinion, and son-in-law of Rajah Dya-Krishen, 
the Dewan, from the office of Nazim of Barelly, and the nomination of his 
Excellency’s grandson, Mirza Mohun Alee Khan, to that office, with the 
appointment of an efficient revenue officer, named Soobhan Alee Khan, to the 
station of Naib, or Deputy Nazim, on the part of the young Mirza. This 
arrangement, though by no means such as I could approve, was announced to 
me ina manner which precluded my suggesting any serious objection to if, 
without hazarding the displeasure of the Vizier and exciting his particular — 
resentment against Rajah Dya-Krishen, whose relation J must have appeared 
to support by remonstrating against the appointment of another, and more 
particularly of his Excellency’s grandson, to the office of Nazim of —— 

n 
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In addition to the above consideration, the character of Soobhan Alee Khan 
as an efficient revenue officer, and at the same of an intriguing disposition, 
made me desirous of his employment in a situation where his talents and 
experience might be useful at a distance from the scene of intrigue. Soobhan 
Alee Khan, and his kinsman Taj-ood-Deen Hoosein Khan, were the zealous 
coadjutors of Hukeem Mehdee in his devices for the subversion of the reform. 


4, I have recently refrained from reporting to you, for the information of the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General, the progress of the measures of 
oppression which are daily practised against Moatumud-ood-Dowlah, with the 
view, as there seems reason to believe, of driving him to some act of despera- 
tion, which may be used as a pretext for his destruction, or of inducing him 
to destroy himself. ‘The whole of his personal property, including some 
houses and grounds which he had purchased while in the station of Minister, 
has been distrained and disposed of by public sale, or restored to the former 
possessors without requiring the restitution of the price, at the instance of 
creditors and complainants, whose demands and complaints have been acted on, 
withont any the smallest investigation, or even his being heard in defence. 


5. A circumstance of this nature occurred on Thursday the 4th instant, 
when a person named Behauder Khan, who had sold a house to Moatumud- 
ood-Dowlab for the sum of 500 rupees, was instigated to demand reposses- 
sion of the house on the ground of an involuntary sale of it; and in consequence 
of this complaint, without any investigation whatever, the Cutwal of the city 
was ordered to dispossess the Minister cf the premises. Moatumud-ood-Dowlah 
requested a delay of a few hours, for the purpose of removing his property, 
produced a receipt for the price of the house under the seal of the person from 
whom he had purchased it, and offered an arzee on the subject to be presented 
to his Excellency the Vizier. The Cutwal, instructed by Mozuffer Alee Khan, 
instead of listening to Moatumud-ood-Dowlah’s entieaty, sent a party of armed 
men to the house to dispossess the Minister’s servants and throw his property 
into the street, which was done accordingly with violence and with the greatest 
abuse of the Minister, who would probably have sacrificed his life had he 
opposed the execution of the order. He sent a message to implore my interfer- 
ence, for the purpose of saving him from this disgrace ; which I was sorry to be 
compelled to decline, on the ground of my icference to the Government, which 
had not yet been replicd to. 


6. Isee no prospect whatever of the recall of Moatumud-ood-Dowlah to 
favour; andthe miscrable state of degiadation to which he has now been re- 
duced would scem almost to unfit him for the exercise of ministerial authority 
under this Government, even if the Vizier was induced to restore him, at the 
recommendation of the Governor General, to the station from which he has 
fallen. 


7. My personal regaid for Agha Meer, which is founded on my knowledge 
of his possessing some highly estimable qualities, would Jead me rather to 
desire that he weic settled im Couwsoitable retiiement, with a suitable provision 
for his maintenance froma master whom he has faithfully served, than that he 
were replaced iw a public situation, the precatious nature of which, aud the terms 
ow which it must be holden under a prince of his master’s clisposition, should 
icnder it an object of horror to every well regulated mind. 


I have, &e. 


Luchnow, (Signed) I. BALLLEE, 
9th October 18153. Resident. 





divtracts from Letters from Lieutenant-Colonel Cumberlege, commanding the 
Troops at Purtaubgurh, to Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie, Resident at Lucknow, 
dated the 28th September and 4th October 1815. 


(Letter of 28th September 1815.) 


1. In my letter to you of the 18th instant I did myself the honour to acquaint 
you of the march of Lieutenant Oliphant’s detachment to Chendokah ; but 
8 R finding 
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finding that force insufficient for the purposes mentioned in my letter, I desired 
Captain Ridge to send a company from his detachment on the 22d instant 
to Chendokah, and directed Lieutenant Oliphant to proceed to Lowreeah, about 


three coss distant. 


2. On the 24th instant Lieutenant Oliphant marched and seized Ramdial, 
Zemindar of Lowreeah, who had been for some time past assisting Lulloo; and 
on the same day Lieutenant Bamguardt, who commands the company detached 
by Captain Ridge, made a forced march and seized Ousane Sing, Zemindar of 
Kessanee with six of his followers, adherents of Lulloo, taking his ghurry by 
surprise, which is situated in the jungle, and very strong. 


3. On the 27th instant Lieutenant Bamguardt made another forced march 
and seized the Zemindar of Khanderpoor, whose son, Sewbuecas, has been long 
connected with Lulloo in his depredations; and that you may be the better 
enabled to judge of the difficulties of this service, 1 beg leave to enclose his 


letter on the subject. 


4. The two ghurries or fortified villages of Kessanee and Khanderpoor are 
represented as very strong; I have, therefore, written to Rajah Bhuwanee 
Pershaud to send bildars to destroy their defences without delay, and the prisoners 
have all been sent to him with an account of their offences. 


5. Enclosed I forward you a copy of my letter of this date to Lieutenant 
Bamguardt, as alsoa list of villages and ZGemindars connected with Lulloo, and 
beg your instructions on the subject as soon as possible, as the combination 


appears very extensive. 


6. Since writing the foregoing, I have the pleasure to inform you that Bun- 
deshuree Bukhsh has come in and made his submission to the Nazim, and I hope 
all will now be settled in the Duleebpore district. I shall write to the Rajah not to 
be severe with him, in case he gives ample security for his future good conduct. 
Enclosed is a copy of the letter giving me this information. 


(Letter of the 4th October 1815.) 


I have the pleasure to forward to you a letter from Captain Charles Ridge, 
dated the 3d instant, reporting the surprise of the fort of Ramnaghur in the 
Ahmety jungle, aud cannot help expressing my approbation of his activity and 
very judicious conduct in this well-concerted cxpedition. 


I have before brought to your notice the zealous and spirited conduct of 
Lieutenant Bamguardt and the light company in the surprise of three forts in 
the Mongra jungle, and the seizure of seven of Lulloo’s adherents; and you 
will observe, on the present occasion, that that officer was the first who entered 


the fort. 


In several of your letters you have mentioned that it is the wish of his 
Excellency the Vizier, that the whole of the forts in the district should be lcvel- 
led with the ground; and as Ramnaghur is very strong, I have directed Captain 
Ridge to retain possession of it until I hear from you on the subject. The new 
fort that is now building in the vicinity by Rajah Hurchund Sing is so contrary 
to your instructions, that I think the circumstance cannot be known to you or his 
Excellency the Vizier, and must be at all times prejudicial to the peace and 
good order of the district, as upon every trivial dispute with the Nawaub’s civil 
officers the Zemindars repair to their jungles and forts, and set the local 
authorities at defiance. These extensive jungles are also the resort of banditti 
and the disaffected of the country, who are supported by the Zemindars as 
adherents that may be depended upon when at variance with Government. 


True extracts : 


Signed J. BalLire, 
on Resident. 


Estracts - 
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Extracts from Letters from Lieutenant-Culonel Baillte, Resident at' Lucknow, to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Cumberlege, commanding the Troops at Purtaubgurh, dated 
the 2d and 7th Ociober 1815. 


(Letter of 2d October 1815.) 


1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your several despatches 
dated the 9th, 12th, 18th, and 28th ultimo, reporting the operations of the 
detachments commanded by Captain Ridge, Lieutenant Oliphant, and Lieute- 
nant Bamguardt, against refractory landholders and marauders in the dis- 
trict of Deleebpore, and others, under the jurisdiction of Rajah Bhuwanee 
Pershaud. 


2, The substance of all those despatclres has been communicated to his 
Excellency the Vizier, with suitable suggestions on my part; and the intelli- 
gence of the seizure of some adherents of the notorious marauder, Lulloo, 
and of the submission of Bundeshuree Bukhsh, bas proved highly satisfactory to 
his Excellency, who concurs with me in approving the whole of your proceed- 
ings on this occasion, and particularly the zealous operations of the detach- 
ment commanded by Lieutenant Bamguardt. 


8. The tenor of your instructions to that officer, and of your letter to Rajah 
Bhuwanee Pershaud, appear to be perfectly judicious ; and it is very satisfac- 
tory to observe in the Nazim’s reply to your letter his ready acquiescence in 
your suggestions, and the expression of his cordial thanks for your zeal in sup- 
port of his authority and in restoring the tranquillity of his districts. 





(Letter of 7th October 1815.) 


1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 4th 
instant, conveying a copy of a letter from Captain Ridge to your address, 
announcing the surprise of Ramnaghur and the seizure of a person supposed 
to be an adherent of Lulloo, marauder. 


2. The orders of his Excellency the Vizier, and my repeated instructions 
for the reduction of fortresses and ghurries, are so very express and explicit 
as to leave all the local authorities without any pretext or excuse for the exis- 
tence of a fortress in their districts, unless occupied by a superior force which 
they may not have the means of reducing. I shall immediately call the atten- 
tion of the Vizier to the gross neglect of Nowneit Raee, in permitting a fort 
to be constructed by the Zemindar of Ahmety; and I shall further suggest 
the propriety of the jungle being immediately cut down. In the mean time, 
you will be pleased to communicate without reserve to Nowneit Raee, and 
also to the Zemindar of Ahmety, the sense which I entertain of their highly 
improper conduct, and in which I am firmly persuaded of his Excellency the 
Vizier’s concurrence; and you will further be pleased to require that the 
fort be immediately destroyed, under pain of his Excellency’s displeasure, and 
of the severest and most exemplary punishment in the case of our troops 
being employed to enforce their obedience to this order. 


True extracts: 


(Signed) J. Baruuie, 
Resident. 





To Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir : 

Having received intimation from Rajah Bhuwanee Pershaud that he will in 

a few days call upon me for five companies from this post, I shall be prepared 
to comply with his requisition by detaching the left wing of the battalion under 
the command of Captain Gerard. To enable me to give Oaptain Gerard 
instructions which may accord with your intentions, I beg the favour of your 
letting me know whether he is to attack whatever people the Rajah may point 
out without enquiring into the justness of the case, or whether he may use 
conci- 
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conciliatory measures, and endeavour to settle matters amicably with. h 
Zemindars as may be willing to come to terms. 


J have, &c. 


Sultanpore, Oude, (Signed) A. Duncan, Major, 
4th October 1815. cominanding Ist Battalion 2d Regiment. 


t 


} 
¢ 





To Major Duncan, commanding the Treops at Sultanpore. 
Sir: 
1. IT have the honour: to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 4th 
instant, announcing a requisition from the Nazim of Sultanpore for the aid of a 
detachment from your station in support of that Nazim’s authority. 


ry 


2. The state of the districts of Akburpore and Aldemow, and more particu- 
larly the rebellious conduct of a few of the principal landholders in those dise 
tricts, have long been notoiiously such, as not only to authorize but to require 
the adoption of the most rigorous measures for the restoration of the public tran- 
quillity and vindication of the authority of the Government, which those land- 
holders have opeuly defied for a period of two or three years. You are aware 
af the principal causcs which precluded the adoption of those measures at, the 
date of Rajab Bhuwance Pershaud’s nomination to the office of Nazim of Sal- 
tanpore. It was found impossible to assemble a sufficient force or to equip a 
battering-train, for the purpose of reducing the forts of Surboodoom Sing and 
some other refractory landholders, durmg the progress of our operations against 
Nepaul, and therefore the Nazim was instructed to refrain from any attempt to 
coerce the more powerful landholders in his district till a future more convenient 
season. 


8. I have recently represented to the Government the necessity of taking 
effectual measures for the reduction of the forts in Akburpore and Aldemow, and 
for the suppression of the refractory landholders in those districts, and an answer 
may soon be expected to the reference which Ff have made on this subject; I 
must therefore defer my instructions for the particular guidaace of your conduct 
with a reference to the more powerful landholders in the districts of Akburpore 
and Aldemow, tilt I ascertain the practicability of assembling a sufficient, force, 
and equipping a battering-train for the reduction of the forts in their occtipation : 
and, indeed, until this be ascertained, I conceive that the march of the detach- 
ment which the Nazim has proposed to require from you would be attended with 
no gond effect. 


4 Inthe meantime | transmit for your information a eopy and translation of 
an arzce addressed to his Excellency the Vizier by Rajah Bhuwanee Pershaud, and 
sent by his xecllency to me, with a requisition for the ant of our troops im 
support of the Nazim’s authority. If you consider the force at vour cigpogal, 
mmited with the troops of the Nazim, to be fully adequate to the purposes of his 
Excellency the Vizier's requisition, as detailed im the Rajah’s arzec, year will be 
pleased to take the neressary measures with that view at as carly a period as may 
be practicable, and otherwise you will explain in confidence to the Naziny the 
necessary causes of the delay. 


5. In reply to the question which you have put to me regarding the propricty 
of attacking all persons whom the local authority of the district may point out 
as rebellious or disorderly, it is to be observed as a general rule, that if the 
person complained against by the Nazim be ostensibly in possess:on of the 
means of opposing resistance to authority; if he occupy a fort, for example, or 
have a number of retainers in arms, he may justly and properly be required to 
surrender the fortress in his occupation, to dismiss his followers in arms, and 
attend in the Nazim’s cutchery to settle his revenuc accounts; and in the ease 
of his refusing obedience to such a requisition as this from the Nazim or cam- 
manding-officer of the troops, he is to be considered as in actual rebellion, and 
deprived of the means of resistance by the reduction of his fortress or ghurry, 
which in all cases should be levelled with the ground, and by the dispersion of 


his armed followers and* seizure of his person if it be practicahic. In eases 
where 
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where the means of resistance are not ostensibly possessed by the person repre- 
sented as disorderly, it is always reasonable to doubt, and must therefore be 
proper to investigate, the justice of the accusation against him, and to report on 
the merits of it to me, for his Excellency the Vizier's information ; and in every 
case where conciliation can be used with success by an officer commanding a 
detachment, in concert with the Nazim of the district or without weakening his 
authority, it is of course to be most zealously applied. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAiLrig, 
7th October 1815. Resident. 


Arsee of Rajah Bhuwance Pershaud, Nazim of Sultanpore, Sc. Written 17th 
September 1815. 


I have had the honour of receiving your Excellency’s shookha, dated the 
10th ultimo, commanding me to submit to the Presence a detailed statement of 
the names of the refractory landholders in my district, with a list of their forts, 
the number of their followers, the amount oF the balances due by each of them 
for the year 1222 Fusly, particularly specifying whether the defalcations were 
occasioned by a disposition to resist authority or by some other cause, and the 
most effectual means of putting a stop to all disorders in the district. May it 
please your Excellency : the Zemindars of every small village in the districts of 
Sultanpore, Akburpore, and Aldemow, are disorderly and refractory to the 
extent of their means, building ghurries and other places of defence; but the 
suppression of Surboodoom Sing and Zorawar Sing, Taluvokadars of Meapoor 
Daoarka, Madhoo Sing, Zemindars of Deerah, and the Babous of Bidhur, who 
are the ringleaders of the rebellious and disaffected in this Zillah, keeping each 
a retinue of several hundred followers, and possessing a strong fort wherg 
thousands of people would assemble to support them in the case of an attack, 
and have not paid their revenue tothe State for these two or three years past, is 
absolutely necessary and indispensable. 


In the Fusly year 1922 those rebels insisted on getting a remission of revenue, 
for no other cause than their own wickedness and disaffection. 


If the refractory persons above-mentioned be seized and punished, or pre- 
vented from settling in the Honourable Company’s territories in the case of their 
escape into them, there is every reason to believe that a just assessment of the 
revenue may be made in their districts this year, and the punishment of any 
one of the ringleaders in an exemplary manner would deter the other Zemindars 
from opposing the settlement of the district. 


List of refractory Zemindars, the Places of their Abode, and the Number of their 
Followers. 


Surboodoom Sing and Zorawar Sing, Zemiudars of Meapoor Dooarka, always 
retain about one thousand five hundred armed men in their pay, and on an 
emergency from two to four thousand men would assemble to support them. 
.They possess eight ghurries. 


Madhoo Sing, Talookadar of Deerah, has about five hundred followers, and 
can assemble two or three thousand men on an emergency. He possesses five 
strong ghurries. 


The Baboos of Bidhur keep seven or eight hundred followers, and can 
assemble three or four thousand auxiliaries on an emergency. ‘They have five 


strong forts. 
A true translation: 


(Signed) J. Barri, 
Resident. 


Ordered, That the above despatch lie for consideration. 
85 To 
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To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to the Government: 
Sir: 

I am directed by the Right Honourable the Commander-in-Chief to transmit 
the enclosed copy of aletter from Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser, commanding at 
Secrora, and dated the 5th instant, stating the march of the battalion under his 
command for the purpose of reducing to obedience certain refractory Zemindars 
in Oude. 


Adjutant General’s Office, IT have, &c. 
Presidency of Fort-William, (Signed) G. H. Fagan, 
20th October 1815. Adjutant-General. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Fagan, Adjutant-General. 
Sir: 
I have the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Rjght Honourable 
the Commander-in-Chicf, that Ihave received special instructions from Lieutenant- 
Colonel J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow, to proceed forthwith, withthe whole of my 
battalion and field artillery attached, to the district of Baraitch, for the purpose of 
subduing the refractory head Zemindars in that district, said to be in great force 
and acting tn opposition to bis Excellency the Vizier’s authority. ‘They are stated 
to be in full possession of four or five mud forts, and have lately taken one of 
his Excellency’s guns from the Ameen of the district. Their force has been 
Stated to me in various ways. Some accounts augment it to five thousand, 
whilst others make them from three to four thousand matchlocks, under three 
principal head men. His Excellency has therefore suggested the necessity of 
adding two battcring guns, properly equipped, to my detachment, with a view, 
should it prove necessary, to expedite the reduction of their ghurries or forts ; 
previous to which operations every possible means of reconciliation and amicable 
adjustment are to be tendered by me. 
@ 


It is a gmc for me to form any adequate idea at present of the period 


at which I may effect this duty, but I shall of course report progress, or any 
particular occurrence that may happen. 
I have, &c. 
Secrora, (Signed) R. Fraser, 
5th October 1815. Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding at Secrora. 


N. B. It did not occur to me to state that Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie, with a 
view of wishing me to have the whole of my battalion (with the exception of 
an European officer, Lieutenant Colnett, and one hundred and twenty rank and 
file, including recruits at drill), has considered it expedient to order two com- 
panies from Seetapore to take charge of the post Buhramgath whilst Lieutenant 
Colnett and his detail protect the cantonments of Seccrora. I commence my 
march on the morning of the 7th instant. 

(Signed) R, Fraser, 
Lieutenant-Colonel. 


DOCUMENTS 


DOCUMENTS 


RELATING TO THE 


NEGOTIATION OF THE SEVERAL LOANS 
CONTRACTED WITH THE VIZIER 


BETWEEN 


THE MONTHS OF OCTOBER 1814 AND MAY 1815. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, yopn hard nasoay 
nsultations, 
The 11th November 1814. 11 Nov. 1814. 
To His Excellency the Honourable Sir George Nugent, K.B., Vice-President in _ Letter from 
Council, &c. &c. &c. Governor-General. 


Honourable Sir : 

1. His Excellency the Vizier having, at a conference which I held with his 
Excellency on the 11th instant, tendered to me, as a proof of his friendship and 
of the cordial interest which he feels in the prosperity of the affairs of the 
Honourable Company, an accommodation of one crore of rupees in the way of 
loan, I deemed it to be my duty, in consideration of the actual state of the 
public finances and the probable demands arising out of the prosecution of hos- 
tilities with the Nepaulese, and the eventual necessity of supporting by military 
preparations our political views with relation to Saugor and Bhopaul, to accept 
the offer with due acknowledgments of the cordial and friendly spirit n which 
it was made. ” 


g. At a subsequent conference his Excellency solicited my acceptance of the 
sum as a free gift to the Honourable Company ; but, for reasons which will be 
obvious to your Excellency in Council, [ declared, with suitable expressions of 
my sense of this additional proof of his Excellency’s friendship, my inability to 

* receive the sccommodation except as a loan. 


3. It has been arranged that the sum in question shall be placed on the footing 
of a subscription to the six per cent. loan now open; one moiety, or fifty lacs 
of rupees, to be advanced immediately, and the remaining moiety on the Ist of 
March 1815. : 


4. I have, accordingly, this day granted an acknowledgment to his Excellency» 
under my signature and seal, for the sum of fifty lacs of Lucknow sicca rupees, 
to the effect of the certificates issued in ordinary course to the subscribers to 
the loan. A copy, in English and Persian, of that instrument, is enclosed, tor 
the information of your Excellency in Council. A copy of the instructions 
issued under my orders to the Resident at the Court of the Vizier is also 
enclosed. 


5. I have it in contemplation to propose to his Excellency the Vizier a mode 
of discharging the interest on this loan, which will, | persuade myself, be mutu- 
ally beneficial and convenient to both Governments, and which will form the 
subject of a future communication. 

6. I shall 
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6. I shall have the honour to address your Excellency separately in the Finan. 
cial Department respecting the appropriation of the resources obtained by thi: 
transaction, and on other points referring to that department. 


T have, &c. 
Lucknow, Mora. 


29th October 18) 4. 


(Signed) 


Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing letter from his Excellency the Righ' 
Honourable the Govérnor-General, communicating his Lordship’s acceptance o 
the accommodation tendered by the Vizier of one crore of rupees in the way o 
loan, be transmitted to the Financial Department for consideration aud orders. 





EXTRACT BENGAL FINANCIAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 11th November 1814. 


Resolved, That the following letter be written to his Excellency the Governor. 
General. 


To His Excellency the Right Honourable Francis Earl of Moira, K.G., 
Crovernor-General. 
My Lord: 

1. We have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s despatch of the 2yth 
ultimo, and we beg to offer our cordial congratulation on the successful issue ot 
your Lordship’s negotiation with bis Hichness the Nawaub Vizier for a loan 0 
one hundred lacs of rupees to the Honourable Company. We are strongly 
impressed with the importance of this arrangement at the present juncture, anc 
we entertain a very high sense of the very liberal conduct observed by his High. 
ness on this occasion. 


9g. We have the honour to transmit, for your Lordship’s information, a copy 
of the instructions with which we judged it proper to furnish our Accountant- 
General, in consequence of the large addition which will be made to the public 
resources in the present year, by mea} of the loan negotiated by your Lordship 
on terms so extremely beneficial to the public interests. 


We have, &c. 
(Signed) G. NuGEnT, 
N. B. EpMONSTONE, 


A. SETON, 


Fort- William, 
7th November 1814. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 29th November 1814. 


To J. Monckton, Esg., Acting Secretary to the Government. 
Sir: 

I am directed to transmit to you, for the information of his Excellency the 
Vice-President Cin ouncil, the accompanying copy of a despatch from the Secre- 
tary to the Govervor-General of yesterday’s date, and of the consequent instruc- 
tions issued this day, by command of his Excellency the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General, to the Resident at Lucknow. 


I have, &c. 


J. ApvaM, 


Lucknow Signed) 
Secon to the Government. 


8th November 1814. 


To 
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Sir: : 

1. Lam directed by his Excéllency the Right Honourable the Governor-Ge- 
neral to acquaint you, that on the receipt of your letter of the Oth ultimo, Mr. 
Newnham, the Superintendent of Resources for the Upper Provinces, was 
directed to submit his sentiments on the application of the fifty lacs of rupees 
received from his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. In a report received from 
Mr. Newnhan in reply, he has recommended that twenty-five lacs should be 
dmmediately remitted to the Presidency, fifteen to Furruckabad, and that the 
remaining ten lacs be retained in the treasury at Lucknow for the use of the 
Residency. 


9. This arrangement having been approved by the Governor-General, the 
Adjutant-General was requested tc take the necessary steps to provide escorts 
for the transportation of the treasure, and I have the honour to enclose a copy 
of that officer's réply. 


3. A communication of this arrangement has been made to his Excellency the 
Vice-President in Council through the Financial Department, and you will be 
pleased to issue: the necessary instructions to the Resident at Lucknow respect- 
ing the appropriation and remittance of the money. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) C. M. Ricketts, 
7th November 1814. Secretary to the Governor-General. 


Gee 


To C.M. Ricketts, Esq., &c. &c. &e. 
Sir: 

I have the honour to acknowledge your letter of the 4th instant, and to 
acquaint you that previous to its kaa measures had been adopted, under the 
authority of the Commander-in-Chicf, for furnishing a sufficient escort for 
fifteen lacs of rupees intended to be sent to Furruckabad, by means of a detach- 
ment from the second battalion of the Seventh Regiment. 


Measures have likewise been taken, in concert with the Resident at this Court, 
for sending the treasure mentioned in your letter as intended for the Presidency 
by water from this to Sultanpore, Oude, whence it will be escorted down the 
Goomty and Ganges, either by the right wing of the secbnd battalion of the 
Twenty-second, or a sufficient detachment from it, to Fort-William, the desti- 
nation of that corps in order of the relief. 


The above wing will be relieved and ready to proceed to the Presidency by 
the 22d or 25th instant. 
I have, &c. 


Head Quarters, Camp, Lucknow, (Signed) G. H. Facan, 
5th November 1814. Adjutant-General. 





To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

T am directed to transmit to you the enclosed copy of a fetter from the Secre- 
tary to the Governor-General, under date the 7th instant, and of its enclosure, 
and to desire that you will ¢arry into effect the arrangement described in that 
letter, for the appropiiation of the first payment of fifty lacs of rupees by bis 
Excellency the Vizier, 

I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. Anam, 
8th November 1814 Secretary to the Government. 


8 T EXTRACT 
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EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 18th December 1814. 


To his Excellency the Honourable Sir George Nugent, Bart., K.B., Vice 
. - President in Council, &c. &c. &c. 
irs 
IT have the honour of transmitting, for your Excellency in Council’s infor. 
mation, the accompanying duplicate of my despatch of the 19th instant to the 
Secretary to Goverument in the Secret and Political Department, and also a 
duplicate ofa letter which I have addressed to that officer this day. 


1 have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. Batuire, 
23d November 1814. Resident. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to the Goverament. 
Sir: 

1. Thad the honour of reporting in person to his Excellency the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General, the acquiescence of his Excellency the 
Vizier in the proposal which I submitted to his Excellency for the application 
of the interest of the sum of a crore of rupees, advanced as a loan to the 
HTonourable Company by the Vizier, to the payment of the stipends and 
provisions which are payable by his Excellency’s Government under the 


Honourable Company’s guarantee. 


2. I have now the honour of transmitting to you, for his Lordship’s more 
particuiar information, a copy and translation of a letter and statement of sti- 
pends which I have submitted to his Excellency the Vizier, and translations of 
a letter and statement which I have received from his Excellency in reply. 


3. The Vizier’s desire to exclude the widow and children of the late Nawaub 
Ashruf Alee Khan from the influence of the beneficial arrangement, which has 
now been proposed to his Excellency, is not only untoward but embarrassing. 
By the tenor of Lord Teignmouth’s letter to the Resident at Lucknow, under 
date the 28th of January 1798, a copy of which is enclosed, the sum of 7,000 
rupees per mensem, as a provision for Ashiuf Alee Khan and his relations, 
would appear to have been promised by the Vizier under the guarantee of the 
British Government; and the refusal or delay of the late and present Vizier to 
make payment of this provison has always been considered as a subject of just 
remonstrance on the part of the Resident at this Court. 


4. Itis, therefore, obviously desirable that the whole of the peasion described, 
or at least that portion of it which belongs to the widow and children or near 
reJations of the late Ashruf Alee Khan, should be included in the lisé of pro- 
visions to be made payable hereafter by our Goverument under the arrangement 
in discussion with the Vizier, and his Excellency’s objection to this measure, pto- 
ceeding as there is reason to believe from a personal dislike to some branches 
of the late Asliruf Alee Khan’s family, is a matter of serious concern, as the 
only remaining souice of unpleasant discussion with his Excellency on subjects 


of this nature. 


5. With regard to his Excellency’s remark, that the payment of all the pen- 
sions by our Government should commence from the 29th October last, being 
the day oa which his Excellency’s payment of a moiety of the loan to the 
Honourable Company was concluded, this desire can have proceeded only from 
the readiness which his Excellency evinced to complete the payment of a crore 
of rupees on the day on which the loan was agrecd to, and it is for his Excel- 
lency the ven Honourable the Governor-General to decide whether that offer 


on the part of the Vizier should be considered as the actual payment of the hn 
= amo 
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amount of the loan, and as entitling his Excellency to the interest, orto relief Bengal Polltical 


nt of the pensions commencing on that day. Consultations, 
mae Aca g y 18 Dec. 1814. 
Ihave, &c. aerea 
: etter 
Lucknow, (Signed) » J. BAILLIE, from Resident at 
19th November 1814. Resident... Lucknow. 


P.S. Since writing the above, I have received a verbal intimation from the 
Vizier, of his acquiescence in my proposal regarding the pension of Teyubba 
Begum, combined with a further desire that the stipend of Mirza Rumzaun Alee 
Khan be included in the arrangement under discussion. This latter proposition 
on the part of hig Excellency would require that the sum of ten lacs of rupees 
should be added to the loan of a crore which his Excellency has already agreed 
to; and consequently I must suspend my acquiescence in his Excellency’s desire, 
till I-be honoured with a communication of his Lordship’s commands on the 
subject of it. 

(Signed) J, BarLuieg, 


91st November 18]4. Resident. 





To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 18th November 1814.) Letter 
from Resident at 


Some time ago I had the honour of proposing to your Excellency, by com- Lucknow. 

mand of his Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor-General, that the 
sum of six lacs of rupecs per annum, or 50,000 rupees per mensem, being the 
interest of the sum of a crore of rupees recently lent by your Excellency tu the 
Honourable Company, should be made applicable to the payment of the several 
pensions and provisions enjoyed from your Excellency’s bounty by your relations 
and other subjects of your Government, under the express or implied guarantee 
of the Honourable Company’s Government; and to this proposition on my part, 
your Excellency was pleased to express your ready and clicerful assent. 


I now submit to your Excellency a statement of the several provisions which 
appeared to be in your Excellency’s contemplation, as well as in mine, at the 
time of our conference on this subject; and I suggest that the statement sub- 
mitted be compared by your Excellency’s officers with the receipts of the persons 
described, and in the case of its appearing to be correct that your Excellency’s 
seal or sign manual be annexed to it, and that it be returned to my office for 


record. 


I further suggest to your Excellency, that the arrears of the several pensions 
in question, up to the Ist of Zeehijj 1229 Hijjuree (or 14th November 1814), 
be discharged from your Excellencys treasury, and that the payment from the 
last-mentioned date be made from this treasury monthly. The balance of six 
lacs of rupees (namely, the sum of Rupees 3,888-10 annas) shall be paid into 
eg Excellency’s treasury by half-yearly instalments from the Resident’s treasury 
at Lucknow, 


; A true Copy : 
(Signed) J. Bariuiz, 
Resident at Lucknow. 


i List 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
18 Dec. 3614, 


Letter 
from the Vizier. 
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List of Stipenns payable by His Excellency the Vizier. 
" Monthly. Yearly. 

Rupes. A. BR. Rupees. A, R. 

Mirza Sooliman Shekoh Behauder.........++. Rupees 6,000 0 0O/| 72,000 0 O 

Mirza Shithamut Alec Khan Behauder ...+....+e00ee- | 2,800 0 0/| 83,600 0 0 

Mirza Mendoo Sahib ..cccccccsrccccccvcscccccevccvecs 1,647 0 0O| 19,764 0 0 

Shums-ood-Dowlah Behauder (excluding fractions)... | 16,666 10 6 #2,00,000 0 0 
Mirza Casem Alee Khan, according to the recent 
adjustment in the terms of Lord ‘Teignmouth’s 

Letter cevccccccccccccscceccsvescccccnecpovesevecntcece 3,399 12 31] 40,797 3 0 

Akbur Alee Khan and Asghur Alee Khan......cccese 2,109 6 O} 25,312 8 O 

Families of Mirza Alee Khan and Salar Jung,.....00- 6,978 15 9] 83,747 13 0 

Dependants of the late Begum Shums-oon-Nissa..-... 4,000 0 0] 48,000 0 0 

Hoosein Alee Khan (son of the late Hyder Beg Khan) 2,000 0 0] 24,000 0 O 

Teyubba Begum and her Relations ...sescsssseccooee | 3,299 2 6} 89,5989 14 0 

Dependants of the late Tuhseen Alee Khan ..esccoee 775 0 0} 9,300 0 0 

Rupees | 49,675 15 0 5,96,111 6 O 

Balance wcieccvacsesaseteccwsssecesesyses 324 1 0] 3,888 10 O 





Total occccccccssvecccccoccecccesltiiPees 50,000 : O O 6,00,000 0 O 


A true copy: 


(Signed) J, Bains, 
Resident. 





From his Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 19th November 1814.) 


I have received your letter of this date, with the enclosed statement of pensions 
‘proposed to be paid from the interest of my loan to the Honourable Company, 
requesting that the statement should be compared by my officers with their 
accounts, and should be returned to you with my signature or seal. 


As it is my intention to pay Teyubba Begum, and the fourteen persons of that 
family connected with her, from my own treasury directly, as heretofore, I have 
withdrawn that provision from the statement, and have prepared another state- 
ment under my seal, which I transmit-to you. . . 


It is further my desire, that the payment of the several pensions by the 
Honourable Company should commence from the day on which the money was 


sent to your treasury. 
A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Barizrs, 
Resident. 


DistTriBu TION 
? 
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Prerainvtion of Six Lacs of Rupzus, being the Interest of a Crore of Rupees given Bengal Political 


asa Loan to the Honourable Company's Government on the 14th Zecaud 1229—(29th 





October 1814.) 
Yearly. 
Rupees. A. BR. 
Mirza Soolimau Shekoh Behauder  ..ceccccescccccece 72,000 0 O 
Mirza Shuhamut Alee Khan Behauder ......cccccceee 33,600 0 0 
Mirza Mendoo Sahib ..cccocsccccvcccsccccccsccccccece 19,764 0 0 
Shums-ood-Dowlah Behauder (excluding fractions)... > 12,00,000 0 @G 
Mirza Casem Alee Khan, according to the recent 
adjustment in the terms of Lord Teigumouth’s 
JEtter sescccccccccccccnveccccccccccescvenccccesceccees 40,797 3 0 
Akbur Alee Khan and Asghur Alee Khan .....cscscee 25,312 8 O 
Yamilies of Mirza Alee Khan and Salar Jung ...... 83,747 13 O 
Dependants of the late Begum Shums-oon-Nissa_ ... 48,000 0 O 
Hoosein Alee Khan (son of the late Hyder Beg Khan) 24,000 0 O 
Dependants of the late Tuhiseen Alee Khan  cececcese 9,300 0 0 


Rupees | 46,376 12 6 |5,56,521 8 0 


BalanG@sseieiscissssccccccseees 3,623 3 6 43,478 8 0 


TOtSlvccccvscseecseses Rupees 


True Translation : 


(Signed) J. BAiLcre, 
Resident. 





To J. Lumsden, Est, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 





Consultations, 
13 Dec. 1814. 


Letter from 
Sir J. Shore, Bart. 


The Nawaub Saadut Alee Khan having consented to continue the established Govermor-General- 


allowances which Mirza Casem Alee Khan, Ashruf Alee Khan, and Afreen 
Alee Khan, enjoyed by the liberality of the late Nawaub Asuf-ood-Dowlah, 
computed not to exceed the following amount, viz. : 

Rupees. 

To Mirza Casem Alee Khan, per month, about.......0.00. 4,000 

Lo yee — “re Khan, for himself and relations 7,000 

o Afreen Alee Khan, a jagier, amounting to Ru- 
pees 30,000, or annually Se ieee 


I have promised, and now direct your assistance, if necessary, in procuring the 
fulfilment of these promises, by the regular payment of the sums specified, 
and your countenance generally to the parties concerned whilst their conduct 
entitles them to it. 

I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. Snore. 
28th January 1798. 





” To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to the Government. 
ir: 

1. In a postscript to my letter of the 19th instant, I reported a verbal inti- 
mation from his Excellency the Vizier, through his Minister, of his Excellency’s 
acquiescence in my proposal regarding the pension of Teyubba Begun, and also 
of his Excellency’s desire that the stipend of Mirza Rumzan Alee Khan 
should be included in the list of provisions to be payable hereafter from the 
Honourable Company’s treasury as the interest of his Excellency's loan. 


8U @. At 


Letter 
from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Beogal Political 
Consiitationa, 
13 Dec. 1814. 





Letter 
from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Letter 
from the Vizier. 
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2. At the time of my receiving the above intimation from his Excelleney’s 
Minister, Agha Meer, I had some reason to consider it ag an anticipation, on 
the part of the Minister, of what he knew to be agreeable to our Government 
and was therefore anxious to bring about, rather than as a definitive proposal 
on the Vizier’s part, which I was called upon to acquiesce in or decline. 


3. His Excellency, however, on a subsequent occasion of our meeting, 
repeated the proposition himself, by referring to his message through Agha 
Meer, and inquiring if I approved the arrangement. I answered, that it 
appeared to me to be unobjectionable; and that on receiving his Excellency’s 
new proposition in the same form with the former, that is, in writing under his 
Excellency’s seal, I should submit it to the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General, with my own sentiments on the subject, which were favourable to his 
ixcellency’s views. 

4. The Ministers attended me on the 25th instant, by his Excellency’s desire, 
to consult with me on various matters, and among others on the form of the 
proposal regarding stipends, which his Excellency had commanded them to 
draw out with my advice. I dictated, on that occasion, to Rajah Dya-Krishen 
a form which seemed to nie to be appropriate; and yesterday I had the honour 
of receiving from the Vizier a letter and statement under his seal, the former cor- 
responding very nearly with the draft which I had dictated to Dya-Krishen. 


5. ‘Translations of both those documents are transmitted for his Lordship’s 
perusal, and they appear to me to be conclusive on the subject of the beneficial 
arrangement which | was instructed to negotiate with the Vizier. His Lord- 
ship’s authority for my receiving the balance of the loan from the Vizier, and 
for the future payment of the pensions described in his Excellency’s statement, 
is all that would seem to be required. 


6. I take this opportunity to acknowledge the receipt, on the 22d instant, of 
your important despatch of the 12th,* and to offer to his Excellency Lord 
Moira the expression of my cordial thanks for the clear and explicit instructions 
which his Lordship has issued for my guidance, and to which 1 shall most 
implicitly attend. On my receipt of the original papers from the Persian 
department, I shall seek a conference with his Excellency the Vizier to present 
them, and to submit for his Excellency’s consideration such remarks as the 
tenor of them may suggest. 


7. With a reference to the question of Hukeem Mehdce Alee Khan’s removal 
from the Vizier’s presence and counsels, which is one of those referred to in your 
despatch, I am happy to be enabled to report to you the actual departure of the 
Hukeem on the morning of the 20th instant, and his subsequent arrival at 
Kbyrabad. 

I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Barxure, 
©oth November 1814. Resident. 


ALD 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 28th November 1814.) 


In my letter of the 5th of Zeehijj (19th instant), I transmitted to you a state- 
ment of the pensions to be hereafter paid from your treasury, excluding those of 
Teyubba Begum and her relations, On further consideration, it seems proper 
that, according to your original suggestions, Teyubba Begum should be included 
in the list; and it is further my present desire, that the allowance of Rumzaun 
Alee Khan should be acided, making in all, as per the sealed statement enclosed, 
a sum of six lacs and fifty-one thousand rupees per annum, for which a provision 
shall be made. I therefore write to desire that the purport of this letter and 
statement be submitted by you to my respected uncle, the Right Honourable the 
(sovernor-General, Lord Moira, and in the case of his Lordship’s approval, that 
the monthly stipends of all the persons named in the statement be issued here- 
after from the Honourable Company's treasury, beginning with the first of the 
present month Zeehijj, 1229 Hijjuree (14th November 1814), and that their 
receipts be transmitted to me. Let my former sealed statement be returned. 

A true translation : 
(Signed) J. Baruciz, 
Resident. 


* This despatch relates to the improvement of the police. ‘ 
N 
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An Account of the Pensions payable from the Interest of One Crore Hight Lacsand Bengal Political 


Fifty Fhonsand Rupees, given as a Loan to the Honourable Company's Government at ne sepa 


* 


Six per Cent. per Annum, to commence from the \st of Hecht; 1929, corresponding u ith an 
the 14th November 1814.— Interest monthly, Is. 54,250.—Do. annually, Ils. 6,51,000, 





PENSIONERS. Monthly, Annually. 








wel. 
ARR adentemengntnennatmnnenypene ay SEN DETTE EN, 
REITER ORE aa OTT nna | ne pec 


Rupees. A. P. Rupees. A. VY. 
His Royal Highness Mirza Soolimin Shekoh ...... 6,000 0 0} 72000 0 0 
The Nawanb Shums-ood-Dowlah, with family and 
dependants, riz. 
His former allowance ....e055. 14,171 14 O 
Increased ditto cescccesessceee 2,494 12 6 











16,666 10 6 | 2,00,000 0 0 












The dependants of the late Shums-oon-Nissa Begum, 


AL{EECN 11 UID DE! oi ccccecdd dewcceescwescedscsereesees 4,000 O Q 48,000 Q 0 
Mirza Shuhamut Alce Khati...sccccrccvevcccccsrcccces 2.800 0 0; 33,600 0 Q 


Mirza Mendoo  sccocccenccccccvcccvecccevessevscesvoce 1&7 0 OO] 19,764 0 O 
The family of the late Mina Alee Khan 

and Sular Jung ccccscsscsesssvseeees 6,749 13 9 
Deduct from the above, on account of 

the stipend of Mirza Tuckie’s mother, 

and Moozuffur Alee Khan and Mirza 

Ismael, &c. and Bunnoo Begum, 

Shums-oon-Nissa, and  Furzaua 

Khamam  cvsecscsvcevccsccnccseccece 22 0 0 








6,727 13 9| 80,734 3 0 
Mirza Caisem Alee Khan, 1.2.— 
His former allowance ......... 2,847 10 6 
Increased dittorsccerccsccvcocens 551 5 6 
a 3,399 
Akbur Alee Khan and Asghur Alee Khan ......eceee. 2,109 
Teyubba Begum, &c., fourteen persons, viz. 
Allowance....c.e.seseeeeRupecs 3,299 2 6 
Deduct fees at the treasury ... 33 0 0 


40,788 0 0 
23,312 8 0 


as 
oe 


Sa aac a cara 39,193 14 @ 
Mirza Rumzan Alee Khan ...cccosceee 4900 O O 
Deduct fees at the treasury ..ccoccesens 49 0 0 
——- 4,851 0 O 
Hoosein Alee Khan, son of the late Hyder Beg 
Khan, forty-two persons cseccsevescsscsccccccsececs 2,000 0 O 
Vependants of the late Tulseen Alee Khan, nineteen 


PCTSOTS pocccdecesercesccecersescrecveseseneseveveecs Vio 0 0 


58,212 0 O 
24,000 0 0 


9,300 0 0 





Rupees | 54,242 0 9 /| 650,904 9 O 
Balance...ccscccescccscccecs 7 13 3 








Total ..osccceseeesss Rupes 54,250 0 0|6,51,000 0 oO 
SS SENS SISTENT, 


A true translation ; 
(Signed) J. Batiuis, 
Resident. 


EXTRACT 
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Bengal _—= EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
oes The 29th December 1814. 
os. ie ‘6 To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Government. Sir: . 
}. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches dated the 


19th and 29th ultimo, respecting the arrangement for the application of the 
interest of the loan made by his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier to the Honour- 
able Company to the payment of the stipends which are payable by the Govern- 
ment of his Excellency, under the guarantee of the Honourable Company. 


2. Iam directed to inform you, that the final arrangement agreed to by the 
Vizier, and reported in your despatch of the 29th ultimo, is entirely approved by 
the Right Honourable the Governor-General ; and I am accordingly commanded 
to desire that you will receive from the treasury of his Excellency, the balance of 
the loan, together with the further sum required, in consequence of the addition 
of Rumzaun Alee Khan's pension to those previously in contemplation, amount- 
ing altogether to the sum of Rupees 58,50,000, and pay to the several stipen- 
diaries of his Excellency’s Government the amount of their respective pensions 
from the 14th of November last, as specified in the statement delivered to you by 
the Vizier on the 28th ultimo. You will be pleased to grant his Excellency a 
receipt for the amount above-mentioned, and to report to the Persian Secretary 
to the Governor-General the date on which that sum shall have been paid into 
your treasury, when you will receive from Mr. Swinton, for the purpose of being 
presented to the Vizier, a corresponding acknowledgment of the receipt, under 


the hand and seal of the Governor-General. 
I have, &c. 


Camp, Moradabad, (Signed) J. ADAM, 
12th December 1814. Secretary to the Government. 





Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing letter from Mr. Secretary Adam to the 
Resident at Lucknow, dated the 12th instant, together with the copy of the 
statement from the Nawaub Vizier referred to in it, be transmitted to the finan- 


cial department for information. 





EXTRACT BENGAL SECRET CONSULTATIONS, 


Bengal Secret 


Consultations, 
24 Jan. 1815. The 24th January 1815. 
Letter ‘ | 
pe — To J. Monckton, E'sq., Acting Secretary to the Government. 
Government. Sir . ; : ; 
I am directed to transmit to you, for the information of his Excellency the 


Vice-President in Council, the enclosed copy of a letter addressed this day, 
under the authority of the Right Honourable the Governor-General, to the 
Resident at Lucknow, together with a copy of one from his Lordship to his 
Excellency the Vizier, referred to in that letter. 

I have, &c, 


Camp, Hurdwar, (Signed) J. ADAM, 
26th December 1814. Secretary to the Government. 


To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 


Letter 
from Secretary to Sir : 
Government. 1. Having communicated to the Governor-General the offer of his Excellency 


the Vizier, as reported in your private letter of the 13th instant,* to raise _ or 
more 


© This letcer dees net appear ypon the Consultations, 
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more battalions of Nujeebs for service during the war, his Lordship hasdeemed — Bengal Secret 
it proper to express his sense of this friendly and liberal offer in a direct address Consultations, 
to his Excellency the Vizier, declining, at the same time, to availhimself of his 24 Jan. 1815. 


Excellency’s offer. Letter 


2. His Lordship has taken the same opportunity of conveying to his Excellency ghee " 
his acknowledgments for the zeal and promptitude with which he has complied 
with the applications made by you for elephants, for the use of the divisions 
under the command of Major-Generals Marley and Wood. 


3. A letter to the effect of the enclosed Enylish draft will accordingly be trans- 
mitted to you by the Persian Secretary. 


I have, &c. 


Camp, Hurdwar, (Signed) J. Apa, 
26th December 1814. Secretary to the Government. 


oe 


To his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. (Written the 26th December 1814.) Letter from 


: ; etae : ; Governor-General. 
I have been informed by Major Baillie of the offer communicated to him by 


your Excellency, to raise one or more corps of Nujeebs for service with the 
grenadier companies lately drawn from your Excellency’s territories, to be paid 
from your Excellency’s treasury, during the continuance of the war. 


I receive this offer as a most gratifying demonstration of your Excellency’s 
attachment to the Honourable Company, which has been so conspicuously shewn 
in Many instances. 


Although the urgency of the case is not such as to render it necessary for me 
to take advantage of your Excellency’s liberal offer, I cannot delay the satisfac- 
tory discharge of my duty in offering you my most cordial acknowledgments. 


I avail myself of this occasion to convey to you my thanks for your Excel- 
lency’s prompt and liberal compliance with the application made to you, in my 
naine, by the Resident, for theaid of a portion of your Excellency’s elephants, 
for the use of the divisions of the British troops serving against the Gorkahs 
under the command of Major-Generals Wood and Marley, and for the cordial 
and friendly zeal which has been manifested by your Excellency in forwarding 
the views of the British Government in every instance in which there has been 
accasion to apply for your Excellency’s assistance. 


A true copy : 


(Signed) J. ADAM, 
Secretary to the Government. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
The 24th January 1815. 24 Jan. 1815. 
To J. Monckton, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Government. Tae: 
Sir ¢ from Secretary to 


Tam directed to transmit to you, for the information of his Excellency the oe 
Vice-President in Council, the enclosed copies of a letter addressed this day, ) 
under the authority of the Right Honourable the Governor-General, to the 
Resident at Lucknow, and of the acknowledgment replied to therein, in reply 
to the Resident’s despatch of the 24th ultimo. 


T have, &c. 


Camp, Kurnaul, (Signed) J. Apam, 
2d January 1815. Secretary to the Government. 
To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. Letter 
Sir- ime 3 from Secretary to 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the’24th ultimo, aavemeene 

reporting the payment by the Nawaub Vizier of fifty-eight lacs and a-half into 
the Company's treasury at Lucknow, and to transmit to you for the purpose 
§ of 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
24 Jan. 1815, 


Letter 
from Secretary to 
Government. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
J1 Apr. 1815. 
Letter 
from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


Letter 
from Resident at 
Lucknow. 


722 OUDE PAPERS. 


of being delivered tu the Nawaub, the enclosed acknowledgement for that su:n, 
under the seal and signature of his Excellency the Governor-General, together 
with a copy for your information. 


I have, &c. 


Camp, Kurnaul, (Signed) J. Apanr, 
ad January 1815. Secretary to the Government. 





Camp, Kurnaul, 2d January 1815. 


I do hereby acknowledge that his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier-Mu-ool- 
malik Refaut-ood-Dowlah Rufee-ool-Moolk Mirza Ghazee-ood-Deen Hyder 
Khan Behadur Shuhamut Jung, did, on the 24th day of December last, pay intu 
the Honourable Company's treasury at Lucknow the sum of Lucknow Sicca 
Rupees 58,50,000, which is to be accounted for to his Excellency, or order, in 
manner following. Interest on the principal, at the rate of six per cent. per 
annum, from that date to the 30th June 1815, will be paid to his Excellency at 
the Honourable Company’s treasury at Lucknow, or at bis option be added to 
the principal, his Excellency paying or receiving the fraction of 100 Lucknow 
siccarnpees, so that the amount may be brought to even hundteds; and for 
the principal alone, or with the interest so added, as the case may be, a 
promissory note, to be dated the 30th June 1815, will be granted, payable 
conformably to the conditions of the advertisement published in the Calcutta 
Gazette of Ist July 1814. 

(L.S.) (Siened) Morra. 


By his Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor-General, 


(Signed) C. M. Rickerts, 
Secretary to the Governor-General. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The \\th April 1815. , 


To the Honourable N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Vice-President in Council, 
&e. &c. &e. 
Honourable Sir : 

You were apprized by my private communication* to Mr. Trant, under date 
the 16th instant, of the result of my negotiation with the Vizier for further 
pecuniary aid to the Honourable Company’s resources employed in the war 
against Nepaul. I have now the honour of transmitting to you a duplicate of 
a letter on this subject, under date the 16th instant, addressed to the Secretary 


to Government in the Secret and Political Department. 
I have, &c. 


Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Batttie, 
31st March 1815. Resident. 





To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to the Government in the Secret and Political 
Department. 
Sir: 

1. You are aware that, under private instructionst from his Excellency the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General, I have lately taken several oppor- 
tunities of explaining to his Excellency the Vizier, both directly and through 
the medium of his Minister, the extraordinary pressure on our finances, occa- 
sioned by the unlooked-for protraction of the war against the Government of 
Nepaul, and by extensive military preparations for the defence of our southern 


frontier. 
2, I have 


* This letter does not appear upon the Consultations. 


+ These instructions are not recorded on the proceedings, but are referred to in the letter from 
Lord Moira to the Vice-President in Council, dated 22d March 1815. Vide page 728. 
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2, I have now the satisfaction of reporting to you, that his Excellency the 
Vizier has this day formally announced to me his intention of proffering to Lord 
Moira, by a letter to his Lordship’s address, the further sum of 2 crore of 
rupees as a loan to the Honourable Company, at an interest of six per centum, 
for such a number of years as his Lordship may be pleased to determine. 


3. His Excellency paid a visit today to the Prince Mirza Soolimaa Shekoh, 
and I had the honour of attending him. His Excellency, his son, and his 
Minister, were invested with khillats on this occasion, as being the first of their 
presentation to the Prince since his Excellency’s accession to the musnud, 
and after the conclusion of those ceremonies his Excellency signified his pleasure 
to hold a conference at the Residency with me. At this conference his Excel- 
lency produced to me a draft of a letter to Lord Moira, containing the offer of 
a crore of rupees. I perused the draft in his presence, and in compliance with 
his particular desire; and I expressed my entire approbation of the matter and 
manner of the letter, and my conviction that it could not fail to produce the 
most lively satisfaction in the mind of his Excellency the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General, as iemonstrative, in an extraordinary degree, of his Excel- 
lency’s friendship and regard for his Lordship’s person and Government, and for 
the interests of the Honourable Company. A letter, under his Excellency’s seal, 
in the terms of the draft which he shewed to me, but with some additional expres- 
sions, has since been received for transmission to his Excellency the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General, and shall be dispatched by the mail of this 
evening to his Lordship’s Persian Secretary. 


4, The matter of the loan being adjusted, his Excellency proceeded to 
announce to me his intention of deputing his Minister to wait on the Governor- 
General at Futtugurh, and congratulate his Lordship and Lady Loudon, in his 
Excellency’s name, on their safe return to this neighbourhood, after so long 
and fatiguing a tour during a season of war and anxiety. This intention was 
announced in such a manner as to leave no room for my replying to his E:xcel- 
lency in any other terms than in those of entire approbation, and even-to preclude 
my suggesting the propriety of consulting Lord Moira before the deputation 
should proceed. His Excellency mentioned to me, further, in a cursory manner, 
some unimportant matters of request, which he meant to submit to Lord Moira 
through me, or through the channel of his Minister, and begged my mediation 
and good offices to obtain the concession of those points. 1 assured his E:xcel- 
lency of my disposition to promote the accomplishment of his views by every 
means in my power, and merely requested him to consider the propriety of 
committing to paper the several requests which he hinted at, and transmitting 
then under his seal in a direct address to the Governor-General, which might 
either be forwarded by me or delivered by his Excellency’s Minister, as his 
Excellency might be pleased todctermine. His Excellency then took his leave. 


5. A paper, containing the requests which the Vizier mentioned to me in the 
morning, bas since been sent to me by his Excellency ; and I shall take an early 
opportunity of submitting a translation of the paper, with my sentiments on 
the general subject of it, for the Governor-General’s consideration. A duplicate, 
under his Excellency’s seal, will, I conclude, be delivered to the Minister, to be 
by him submitted to his Lordship. 


6. Ihave complied with the Vizier’s requisition for a guard of the Honour- 
able Company’s troops to accompany the Minister on his journey; and, by his 
Excellency’s particular desire, [ have directed my Second Assistant to proceed 
with the Minister to Futtugurh, and remain with him during his absence from the 
capital. 

I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. Barxure, 
_ 16th March 1815. Resident. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
41 Apr. 1815. 





Letter 
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To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 16th 
instant, communicating an offer, on the part of his Excellency the Vizier, of a 
further loan of a crore of rupees to the British Government. His Excellency’s 
letter to the Governor General, referred to in your despatch above acknowledged, 
has also been received. 


2. H1; Lordship has addressed a letter to the Vizier, in reply, in the terms of 
the enclosed English draft. ‘The letter will be transmitted to you by the Persian 
Secretary, and you will be pleased to present it to his Excellency with the least 
practicable delay, and to accompany it with suitable expressions of thankfulness, 
conceived in the spirit of its contents. 


3. You will receive an early communication of the Governor-General’s 
Instructions regarding the peods to be fixed for the instalments by which the 
loan is to he repaid. 


4. The Governor-General cannot, however, defer the expression of his high 
approbation of the ability and address with which you have conducted the nego- 
tiation, concluded by the proposition, on the part of the Vizier, announced in 
your despatch. fis Lordship ascribes the successful result of it, in a high 
degree, to your judicious and zealous efforts to impress on his Excellency’s mind 
the exigency of the case and the sense of his own interests, as identified with 
those of the Company, which should lead him to afford the aid of his resources 
in support of the measures of the British Government. 


I have, &c. 


Futtugurh, (Signed) J, ADAM, 
20th March 1815. Secretary to the Government. 





To his Excellency the Vizier. (Written 20th March 1815.) 


I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter.* (Recapitulate 
that received the 18th March.) 


The arduous and expensive war in which the Honourable Company is engaged 
with the Gorkah power, in defence of its rights, interests, and honour, and the 
necessity, at the same time, imposed on it of providing for the security of its own 
interests and those of its allies in other quarters, which but for such precautions 
would have been exposed to devastation from the irruption of predatory powers, 
had produced a pressure on the Honourable Company’s finances, occasioning 
considerable anxiety to me lest any temporary embarrassment should be 
experienced. 


In this state of things, your Excellency’s friendly and most liberal offer of 
further pecuniary aid, to the extent of acrore of rupees, has been seasonably 
received. 


The sense which I have always entertained of your Excellency’s just concep- 
tion of the identity of interests subsisting between the twoStates, has been powers 
fully confirmed by the fresh proof which you have thus afforded. 


While your Excellency’s offer is to be ascribed piimatily to a sense of common 
interest and a just estimation of the public exigencies, I indulge the persuasion 
that it has, in some degree, been prompted by the impulse of your personal 
friendship and regard. 


The frank statement of our actual situation which I have given to your 
Excellency, will enable you to judge of the degree in which the British Govern- 
ment and myself personally must feel the obligation arising from this dis- 
tinguished mark of your regard, and of your conviction that the interests of the 
two States are inseparable. 


Laccept the offer, therefore, with that thankfulness and that sense of your 
friendship, which, under such circumstances, it cannot but have excited, = ; 
sha 
* Vide page 727. 
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shall instfuct the Resident, without delay, to arrange with your Excellency the Bengal Felitical 


: , Consultations, 
terms of the loan, 1] Apr, 1614. 


By the valour of the British arms and the support derived from your Exvel- setter from 
lency’s ftiendship, I look forward tu an early and successful termination of the Governor Generab. 
contest’ with the Gorkahs, whose means of opposition are failing rapidly. In the ; 
adjustment of the terms of peace, it is my hope and expectation that an oppor- 
tunity will be found of proving to your Excellency how justly your sentiments 
regarding the identity of our Interests in the issue of the war were founded. ~ 


I shall be happy to receive the expression of your Exeellency’s wishes, which 
you state it to be your intention to convey to me through Major Baillie. It 
caunot be necessary for me to profess the gratification which it will afford me 
to be able to accomplish them te their full extent. 


Your Excellency’s intended deputation of your Minister. to this quarter is 
highly gratifying to me, and I shall rejoice in the opportunity of manifesting, 
by every mark of attention to your Minister, the sincere regard, respect, and 
attachment, which I feel towards-your Excellency’s person. 


A true copy: 


(Signed) J. Anan, 
Secretary to the Government. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
The 18th April 1815. 18 Apr. 1815. 
To John Monckton, Esq., Acting Chicf Secretary to the Government. ; Letter 
<s rom Secretary to 
Sir: Government. 


I am directed to transmit to you, for the information of the Honourable the 
Vice-President in Council, the accompanying transcript of a letter addressed 
this day, under the authority of the Right Honourable the Governor-General, 
to the Resident at Lucknow, a copy of which has also been furnished to his 
Lordship’s Secretary, with a view to such further orders being passed as his 
Excellency may judge necessary. 


I have, &c. 


Futtugurh, (Signed) J. ADAM, 
' 238d March 1815. Secretary to the Government. 
To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. Letter 
Sir: from Secretary te 


1. In my despatch of the 20th instant, I apprized you that you would receive Government. 
the instructions of the Governor-General relative to the periods of receipt and 
repayment of the loan of acrore of rupees, tendered by the Vizier to the 
Honourable Company and accepted by the Governor-General. I now proceed 
to communicate to you His Lordship’s instructions on those points. 


_ &. Tt is the wish of the Governor-General that the amount should be paid 
in two equal instalments, the first between the present date and the month of 
September next, and the second between the latter period and the 30th April 
1816; the interest, at the rate of six per cent. per annum, to commence on the 


receipt of the cash into the Company’s treasury at Lucknow. ; 


3. His Lordship would wish the period of repayment to be fixed at three or 
four years from the date of Ist May 1816, the period of the receipt of the full 
amount of one crore, with a reservation to Government to defer the payment of 
the whole, or of part, should circumstances render it expedient. The interest, of 
coursp, to be continued to be paid on the whole, or on such sum remaining due, 
until the full amount of the principal shall haye been discharged. 


8 Y 4. You 
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4. You'will be pleased to submit these terms to the. Vizier, and obtain kis: 
Excellency’s acquiescence in the arrangement. : 


5. On the receipt of egch instalment, you will be pleased to execute, and 
present to the Vizier, an acknowledgement specifying the terms, to be replaced 
by one under the signature and seal of the Governor-General or the Governor- 
General in Council. 


6. You will be informed from the Department of Finance of the respective 
periods when it will be desirable for Government to receive funds from your 
treasury, in order to regulate your applications to the Vizier, with reference tu 
the dates fixed for the receipt from his Excellency of the instalments, 


I have, &c. 


Futtugurh, (Signed) J. Anam, 
23d March 1815. Secretary to the Government. 


Gea 


Ordered, That copies of the foregoing letter from Mr. Secretary Adam,’ 
under date the 23d March, and of its enclosure, be transmitted to the Financial 
Department for considcration and orders. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 25th April 1815. 


Ordered, That the following despatches from the Persian Secretary to the 
Governor-General be here recorded. 





To J. Monckton, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government. 
Sir: 
[ am directed to transmit to you, for the information of the Honourable the 
Vice-President in Council and for record, the documents specified in the annexed 


list. 
I have, &c. 


Futtugurh, (Signed) G. Swinron, 
20th March 1815. Persian Secretary to the Governor-General. 





Translation of a Letter from His Excellency the Nawaub Vizier, received the 
15th February 1815. 

Ditto to His Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. (Written the 2d March 1815.) 

Ditto from His Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. (Received the 18th March 
1815. 





From His Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. (Received the 15th February 1813.) 


I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s gracious letter declining 
the acceptance of my offer to send some battalions with the British troops, to 
be paid from my treasury, as the urgency of the case did not require it, with 
the other expressions of kindness and favour. 


As uo separation of interests exists between the two Governments, it was 
under that feeling that the offer was made. Since the necessity of the case did 
not require the acceptance of that offer, and as | have heard from Major Baillie, 
as well us from other quarters, that in consequence of the necessity which has 
now occurred for raising troops great and heavy expenses are occasioned, I am 
desirous, from a sense of the intimate union which has been established ss 


OUDE PAPERS 127 


old bevween the two Governments, to contribute something: more in the same 
way ag before. But it is not in my power to provide a sum to the considerable 
amount which I wished, I have therefore determined with myself to afford the 
further sum of fifty lacs of rupees, and I now trouble your Lordship to request 
that you will give me notice whenever it may be wanted. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) G. Swinton, 
Persian Secretary to the Governor-General. 





To His Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. (Written the 2d March 1815.) 


I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s Ictter. (Recapitulate 
contents of that received 15th February 1815.) 


The sense with which I have uniformly been impressed of your Excellency’s 
friendship and regard ever since your accession to the musnud of Oude, hus been 
confirmed in no common degree by the fresh proof of which your Excellency 
has now afforded. 


Your Excellency’s offer is, indeed, dictated not less by a spirit of the most 
sincere and cordial friendship, than by a just sense of the connection subsist- 
ing between the British Government aud your Excellency, whose interests 
must ever be inseparably associated with ours. Nothing but very peculiar con- 
siderations could have induced me to hesitate in accepting it. 


I have directed Major Baillie to explain to your Excellency, frankly and 
without reserve, the nature of the circumstances here adverted to. I am con- 
fident that your Excellency would take the most lively interest in the accom. 
plishment of the extensive military measures now in progress, had their result 
been to affect ourselves alone. They have been adopted in order to bring to 
a successful termination the contest in which we are now engaged to the east- 
ward, as well as to secure the tranquillity and safety of the dominions of the 
Honourable Company and its allies in another quarter, fur the protection of 
which annual precautions have of late years been required. Without addi- 
tional provision those districts would be more particularly exposed to hazard, 
while so large a portion of the British troops continues to be employed in the 
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Goorkah war. This last object must be efficiently applied, and your Excel- ° 


lency will perceive readily that your interests, no less than our own, must be 
most severely affected, unless the Goorkahs be taught to feel their incapacity 
to resist our power. These complicated demands arising at the same moment, 
have produced an extraordinary, though temporary pressure on the finances of 
= Honourable Company, such as has required to be met by proportionate 
efforts. 


My obligations to your Excellency for your d sposition to assist me in a con- 
juacture which must be an anxious one for me are most sincere, and I beg 
your Excellency to accept this cordial acknowledgment of them. 


A truc copy : 


(Signed) G. Swinton, 
Persian Secretary to the Governor-General. 





From his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. (Received the 18th March 1815.) 


I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s gracious letter, stating 
that the urgency of the case was not such as to render it necessary for yau to 
avail yourself of my offer to send some battalions with the British troops, to 

paid from my treasury, and containing other expressions of kindness and 
favour. (Vide letter written the 26th December 181+.) 


As 


Letter 
fron the Vizier. 
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Bengal Politica’ = Ag no separation of interests exists between this State and the British Govern- 
amar rir ment, under this conviction, every succour and assistance which may be season- 
$ Apr. 18la. ? ge : 

sabe ably offered or afforded by me and my Government tothe Hanourable Com any 
Letter is in every respect fitting and proper; and I regard it as my good furtune to have 
from the Visier. an opportunity, in such times, of evincing my friendship for your Lordship. 
Impressed with this sentiment, and having heard from ry ae Baillie and from 
other quarters, thatin consequence of the newlevies of troops, and of the military 
preparations conuected with the war in .Nepaul and with other measures in 
pragress, a heavy pressure is experienced on the finances of the Honourable 
Company, which cannot but occasion some anxiety to your Lordship’s mind, it 
has occurred to me, in the spirit of the intimate union which has from of old 
subsisted between the two Governments, to devise and contribute something 
more in the same way as on a former occasion. After maturely considering 
what my Government wascapable of doing, I have determined to afford another 
crore should it be required ; and I accordingly write with the pen of friendship, 
to say that it is forthcoming when your Lordship shall intimate a wish to 

receive it. 


Your Lordship will be apprized of further particulars, and also of some other 
necessary matters by Major Baillie, to whom I have fully explained myself. 
I hope, from your Lordship’s kindness, that you will receive with a favourable 
ear what Major Baillie will represent to you on my part, and that you will lay 
me under obligations to your fiiendship. 


I was desirous, on hearing of your Lordship’s arrival at Futtugurh, to repair 
thither, for the purpose of enjoying an interview with you, but circumstances 
have prevented me from cairying my wishes into effect; I propose, therefore, 
to depute the high in rank and dignity, my Minister, Moatumud-ood-Dowlah 
Mookhtaur-ool-Moolk Syyud Mohummud Khan Behauder Zeighum Jung, who 
will have the honour to state to your Lordship the several matters on which he 
has been fully instructed. 


A true translation: 


(Signed) G. Swinton, 
‘Persian Secretary to the Governor-General. 








Benen! Political EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
‘0 May 1813. The 9th May 1815. 
Let iom To the Honourable N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Vice-President in Council, 


Governor-General. &c. &c. &e. 
Honourable Sir: 

1. The heavy pressure of the war with Nepaul, and the other military pre- 
parations which 1 have deemed it to be my duty to adopt, as fully detailed in 
my despatch to your Honourable Board of the 9th of February, induced me 
to turn my thoughts to the expediency and practicability of obtaining a further 
pecuniary aid from his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier, whose interest in the. 
success of our measures is closely interwoven with that of the British Govern- 
ment, whose attachment to the Honourable Company is undoubted, and whose 
personal regard for myself, I was disposed to think, would render him desirous 
of contributing to the alleviation of our financial embarrassments, were he 
once apprized of them. 


2. A private communication* was accordingly made, under my orders, to the 
Resident at his Excellency’s Court, directing him to ascertain, as far as he 
might be able, the practicability of obtaining a further loan to the extent of a 
crere of rupees, and to take advantage of any circumstance which might appear 
to him as affording a prospect of success to open the matter to his Excellency. 


S. Your Honourable Board will bear in recollection the offer which his 


Excellency the Vizier made to me, through the Resident, to raise for, fad 
servic 


* Vide Note on page 722. 
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service of the war some battalions of Nujeebs to act with the British troops, 
and to be paid out of his Excellency’s Treasury, while the war should continue. 
An English copy of my letter to the Vizier, declining with expressions of 
acknowledgment the proffered aid, as not being required in the circumstances 
of the moment, was transmitted to Fort-William, in aletter from the Secretary 
in the Political Department, under date the 26th December 1814. 


4. In reply to my letter above referred to, I received one from the Vizier, 
in which, after adverting to my declining the offer to raise Nujeeb battalions, 
and to the information which he states that he had received from Major Baillie, 
and other quarters, of the expense to which the Company was exposed by raising 
troops, his Excellency concludes by offering a loan of fifty lacs of rupees to 
the Honourable Company asa proof of his friendship. 


5. Neither the amount of this offer, nor the manner in which it was made, 
appeared to me to be so satisfactory as to make it advisable that I should accept 
it on the part of the Honourable Company. You will observe, indeed, that it 
was made only under an imperfect knowledge of the actual extent of our present 
and prospective difficulties. 


6. I determined, therefore, to decline it, and at the same time to authorize 
Major Baillie to explain more fully to the Vizier the circumstances of pecuniary 
embarrassment in which we were placed, and thus afford his Excellency an 
opportunity of manifesting his friendship by an offer more adequate tu the 
occasion. 


7. According to my expectation, the Vizier, on being made master of these 
circumstances, tendered in the most friendly manner the loan of a crore of 
rupees bearing interest at six per cent. The translation of the letter in which 
this offer is conveyed, and the previous correspondence not formerly transmitted 
to Fort-William, were forwarded to the Acting Chief Secretary in a letter from 
Mr. Swinton under date the 20th instant. 


8. His Excellency having expressed a wish that his letter containing the offer 
of fifty lacs of rnpees on loan should be withdrawn, I accordingly directed! it 
to be returned to him through Major Baillie. I have, neveithcless, deemed it 
necessary that the translation of that letter should be sent for record with the 
other papers. 


9. Major Baillie has, of course, transmitted to the Presidency a copy of his 
report of his proceedings in this negotiation, the conduct and result of which are 
highly creditable to that officer’s ability and address. 


19. The reply which I directed to be returned to Major Baillie, and an English 
draft of my letter to the Vizier, were transmitted to Fort-William in a letter 
from the Secretary in the Political Department of the 20th instant, and do not 
require at the present moment any particular observation. 


11. I shall take into my immediate consideration the period for the receipt 
and repayment of the loan, and shall have the honour of apprizing you here- 
after of my determination on those and other points connected with this 
arrangement. 


12. I shall, at a future time, submit to your Honourable Board the tenor of 
the communications which I may hold with the Minister of his Excelleucy the 
Vizier after his arrival at this station, and the nature of his Excellency’s pro- 
posed request, together with my decision on each. 


13. 1 desire to offer to your Honourable Board my cordial congratulations on 
the accomplishment of an arrangement so beneficial to the finances of the 
Honourable Company at a period of great pressure. 


I have, &c. 


Futtugurh, (Signed) Moira, 
29d March 1815. 





Ordered, That the following reply be returned to the foregoing letter f; 
the Governor-General. & P y ¥O1 s etter rrom 
8 Z To 
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To his Excellency the Right Honourable the Earl of Moira, K. G., Governor. 
General, &e. &c. &c. 


My Lord : 

1. We age had the honour to receive your Excellency’s despatch of the ged 
March, communicating a statement of your Lordship’s negotiation with the 
Nawaub Vizicr for obtaining a further pecuniary advance in aid of the exigencies 
of the public service, and the gratifying information of its conclusion, by an 
offer on the part of the Vizier of a second loan of a crore of rupees to the 
Honourable Company, and the acceptance of it by your Lordship. 


2. We entertain a high sense of the importance of the arrangement concluded 
by your Excellency with the Vizier, which is calculated to afford such season- 
able and substantial relict. We beg leave to offer to your Lordship our sincere 
and cordial congratulations on the successful issue of the negotiation. 


3. The friendly and liberal spirit in which the offer of the Nawaub Vizier was 
made is an additional source of gratification. We consider the amicable solict- 
tude which the Nawaub Vizier has manifested on thisoccasion, and indeed during 
the whole course of the war, to afford a distinguished proof of his Excellency’ 
just and honourable attachment to the Company, and of his ardent zeal for the 
interest and prosperity of the British power in India, and a practical demonstra- 
tion of the beneficial influence of your Lordship’s personal intercourse and 
political transactions with the Vizier. 

We have, &c. 
Fort- William, (Signed) N. B. Epmonstone, 


9th May 1815. A. SeTon, 
G. DowDESWELL. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 30th May 1815. 


To the Honourable N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Vice-President in Council, 
&ec. &c. &e. 
Honourable Sir : 
I have the honour of transmitting for your information the enclosed duplicate 
of my despatch of this date to the Secretary to Government in the Secret and 


Political Department. 
I have, &c. 


Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Baru, 
10th May 1815. Resident. 





To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to the Government in the Secret and Political 
Department. 
Sir: 

The substance of your letter of the 23d of March last, conveying the instruc- 
tions of his Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor-General relative to 
the period of receipt and repayment of the loan of a crore of rupees having 
been submitted to his Excellency the Vizier, I have now the satisfaction of 
transmitting to you, for his Lordship’s information, a translation of a letter from 
his Excellency, expressive of his cheerful acquiescence in the terms which | 
was instructed to propose to him. 

I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. Baier, 
10th May 1815. Resident. 


From His Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 10th May 1815.) 


I have received the translation which you sent to me of a letter from Mr. 
Adam to your address, dated the @$d March last, expressive of the wishes an 
sentiments of my respected uncle, the Governor-General, with regard to the loan 


and repayment of a crore of rupees, &c. &c. (Recapitulate its contents. ) ” 
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The truth of the matter is this: that as I have all along made his Lordship’s 
wishes on this subject the rule of my conduct, so also now, and in future, it is my 
intention to cultivate his Lordship’s pleasure, and to do nothing contrary to his 
wishes. The money which I have promised to give shull be paid whenever his 
Lordship thinks proper, and in any manner which he may prescribe. My reliance 
on the friendship and kindness of the Governor-General is unbounded, and as 
you know that, on the occasion of the former loan, I considered an acknowledg- 
ment under the seal of the Governor-General to be unnecessary, so in the 
present instance your giving me a receipt fur the money, till the arrival of an 
acknowledgment signed and sealed by the Governor-General, is totally unneces- 
sary, and my taking it would seem to indicate distrust. 


His Lordship will send the acknowledgment when be thinks prover. 
A true translation : 


(Signed) J. Barrite, 


Resident. 





To the Honourable N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Vice-President in Council, . 
&e &c. &e. 
Honourable Sir : 
I have the honour of transmitting, for your information, the annexed duplicate 
of a letter addressed to the Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political 


Departinent. 
I have, &c. 


Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
13th May 1815. Resident. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to the Government in the Secret and Political 
Department. 
Sir: 

1. With a reference to the subject of the fourth paragraph of my letter under 
date the 16th of March last,* [ have now the honour of reporting to you, for the 
Information of his Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor-General, that 
his Excellency the Vizier has this day formally announced to me his intention of 
deputing his son and heir apparent, the Nawaub Imteaz-ood-Dowlah Omdut- 
ool-Moolk Mirza Nuseer-ood-Deen Hyder Khan Behauder Asud Jung, to visit 
his Lordship at Futtugurh, and that the Prince, attended by his deputy, the 
Nawaub Moatumud-ood-Dowlah Behadur, will commence his journey from 
this place as soon as the necessary arrangements can be made for his departure. 


2. The route by which the deputation will proceed has not yet been finally 
determined on; but as I propose to recommend to his Excellency their crossing 
the Ganges at Nanamow, I take the liberty of suggesting for consideration, 
that the civil officers of the Governinent in the districts of Cawnpore and Fut- 
tugurh be instructed to make the necessary preparations for the supply of the 
party with provisions at the different stages on the road, and for the honourable 
reception of the Prince on his approach to their respective districts. I calculate 
the number of the party, including troops, servants, and followers, to be ten 
thousand at the least, and the cattle of all descriptions to be nearly half that 
number. 


3. I stated to you, in my despatch above noticed, my having received from 
his Excellency the Vizier a paper containing some requests, which his Excel- 
lency proposed to submit to his Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General, through the medium of his Minister, Moatumud-ood-Dowlah. This 
paper has since formed the subject of discussion between his Excellency and me; 
and from some remarks that were recently made by his Excellency, as well as from 
the tenor of his letter, a translation of which was conveyed to you by my despatch 
of the 10th instant, I have strong grounds to infer that a considerable alteration 
has been made in the draft of the paper of requests originally prepared by his 
Excellency, and that two or three of the articles are intended by his Excellency 
to be withdrawn. He promised this mening to furnish me with an amended 


copy. 
* Vide page 725, 2 
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Bengal Political copy of the draft in the course of a few days, and I shall lose no tite in nre- 





Consultations, ring and transmitting a translation of it, with such remarks as its tenor ma 
oY pay A01S: a for his Excellency the Governor-General’s consideration. 
Thave, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Barrie, 
13th May 1815. Resident. 

Bengal Political EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

marin hr The 6th June 1815. 

ae To J. Monckton, Esq., Acting Chief Secretary to the Government. 

from Secretary to Sir: 

Government. I am directed to transmit to you, for the information of the Honourable Vice- 


President in Council and for record, the enclosed copy of a letter addressed this 
day, by command of his Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor-Gene- 
ral, to the Resident at Lucknow, in reply to his letter of the 10th instant. 


I have, &c. 
Futtugurh, (Signed) J. ADAM, 
17th May 1815. Secretary to the Government. 
Letter To Major J. Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. 
from Secretary to Sir: 
Government. 1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 10th instant, 


enclosing the translation of a letter addressed to you by his Excellency the Vizier, 
signifying his Excellency’s acquiescence in the proposed periods for the receipt 
and repayment of the second loan of a crore of rupees. 


2. The terms of his Excellency’s letter appear to be in the highest degrec 
friendly, and are extremely gratifying to the Governor-General. It will be 
proper, however, on the recetpt into your treasury of the several payments on 
account of the loan, to tender to his Excellency your receipt for the amount in 
the manner already prescribed. 





I have, &c. 
Futtugurh, (Signed) J. ADAM, 
17th May 1815. anus to the Government. 
Bengal Political EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
20 June 1618 The 20th June 1815. 





Letter To the Honourable N.. B. Edmonstone, Esq., Vice-President in Council, &c. &c. &c. 
gh iiecnaria ti Honourable Sir : 





Lucknow. re ‘ : ‘ 
I have the honour of transmitting, for your information, a duplicate of my 
despatch of this date, addressed to the Secretary to Government in the Secret and 
Political Department. 
I have, &c. 
Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Baririe, 
29th May 1815. Resident. 
Letter To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to the Government in the Secret and Political 
ae) oa ein at Department. 
ucknow. 


Sir: 

1. In continuation of the subject of my letter under date the 13th instant, 1 
have now the honour of transmitting to you, for the information of his Excel- 
lency the Right Honourable the Governor-General, a copy and translation of a 
letter received from his Excellency the Vizier, pment - the day of the 

y 


departure of his Excellency's son and heir-apparent, attended by the Ministers of 
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his Government, to wait on the Governor-General at F uttugurh, and conveying, 
for my perusal and approbatton, a letter which his Excellency has addressed to 
Lord Moira on the subject of his deputation, as alsoa paper of requests referred 
to in that letter and authenticated by his Excellency’s sc al. 


9. Of the latter document, in pursuance of my intention formerly announced 
to you, | now transmit a translation; and proceed to submit such remarks on it 
as appear to be calculated to aid the deliberation of the Right Honourable the 
Governor: General on the purport of the several requests which the Vizier has 
subinitted to his Lordship. 


Ist. Nuseer-ood-Dowlah = 3. The conduct of Nuseer-ood-Dowlah, and of several of 


others. 


his younger brothers, has certainly been trequently snch as to 
give cause of displeasure to the Vizier; but it is chiefly, in my judgment, to be 
ascribed to the want of that mutual affection which 1s rarely observed among 
brothers, when each has a separate mother, and no common interest can exist, 
Nuseer-ood-Dowlah has himself several children by different mothers, among 
whom a natural jealousy subsists, and an appeal on the pait of his eldest son to 
the Vizier against the alleged injustice of the father had occasioned the latter's 
sullen retirement from Couit,and his refusal to receive his allowance, without the 
power, uncontrolled by the Vizier, of distributing it as he thought proper among 
nis children, and retaining the provision of his son, which was distinctly allotted 
to him by his grandfather. This ground of disagreement, however, has been 
recently obviated, [ understand, by a concession on the el of Nuseer-ood- 
Dowlah, who despairing of my interference in his behalf, has submitted to the 
will of the Vizier and received the arrears of his allowance. Yet it is probable 
that other grounds of displeasure against Nuseer-ood-Dowlah and some others of 
the family may exist, or may hereafter arise, in the mind of his Excellency the 
Vizicr; and with a reference to all such occurrences, it would seem to be his 
Excellency’s wish that some additional means be devised by his Excellency 
the Right Honourable the Governor-General, moré efficient than even the 
declaration of non-iuterference by our Government, already conveyed tv his 
Excellency, with a vicw to ensure the submission of his numerous brothers and 
relations. 


2d. Shums-ood- Dowlah. 4. The purport of this article seems to proceed on a vague 


num, 


A) 


suspicion, fur which | see no ground, of Shums-ood-Dowlah’s being engaged in 
intrigues for the subversion of his Excellency’s Government. The great jealousy 
and enmity which had long subsisted between the Vizier and his Excellency’s 
brother, Shums-ood-Dowlah, during the lifetime of their father, have not suffered 
any diminution by the removal of Shums-ood-Dowlah to Benares, and will pro- 
bably last during their lives ; and although | see no just ground for apprehension 
in the mind of his Excellency the Vizier with regard to the proceedings of his 
brother, I should deem it to be just and expedient to answer this article of his 
Exceilency’s requests, by an unqualified assurance of protection and support te 
his Excellency’s person and Government against all evil designs or intrigues, by 
whomsoever harboured or undertaken. 


d. The inheritance of the Bhow 5. His Excellency’s right of inheritance to the personal 


property of the Begum could certainly not be maintained on 
the ground of the Mussulman law, though supported by the uniform practice 
of Indian princes and rulers. 


6. The proceedings of our Government have recognized his Excellency’s 
title to the residue of her Highness’s personal property, after securing the 
provisions of her will in behalf of her relations and dependants; and the 
question which is now to be decided, is that of the justice and expedience of 
limiting the security for those provisions to the faith of his Excellency’s Govern- 
ment, by transferring tohim, or permitting him to take possession ot, the whole 
of her Highness’ property at her death, instead of retaining a considerable 
portion of it in the Honourable Company’s funds, to ensure the regular pay- 
ment of those provisions in perpetuity, as was clearly the intention of the 
arrangement which I concluded with the Begum in the month of August 1813, 
and which was subsequently ratified by the Governor-General. 


9A 7. The 
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7. The Vizier’s reference, on this occasion, to the case of the late Tuhseen 
Alee Khan, which was decided in favour of his Excellency’s father to the 
injury of the dependants of Tuhseen, is, I fear, an indication of the conse. 
quence which would result to the dependants of the Begum from an acquies- 
cence in his Isxcellency’s wish; but be this conjecture as it may, the two cases 
are so different in their nature, as to preclude the validity of an argument to 
be drawn from our concession of the one, in favour of any title in the Vizier 
to expect our acquiescence in the other. 


4th. The Vizier's desire to obtain) g, I have already submitted my sentiments on this 


the district of Khyreegurh, and 
some others, as a gift from the 


subject at considerable length in a private letter* to Mr. 


Governor-General. } Ricketts, and they are favourable to his Excellency the 


Letter 
from the Vizier. 


Vizier, whose liberal aid to our finances appears to me to entitle him to the most 
favourable consideration of our Government, in all cases where its own rights or 
interests alone, and not those of third parties, are concerned. 


I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Bariuir, 
20th May 1815. Resident. 


From his Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 25th of May 1815.) 


The 16th of the present month of Jemadee-oos-Sanee (27th May) being 
finally fixed for the dcparture of my beloved son, the light of my eyes, Imteaz- 
vod-Dowlah Omdut-ool-Moolk Mirza Nuscer-ood-Deen Hyder Khan Behadur 
Asud-Jung, on a deputation to congratulate my respected uncle, the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General, on his return with health and success from 
his tour to the Upper Provinces, and having resolved that Moatumud-vod-Dowlah 
Mookhtaur-ool-Moolk Seyyud Mohummud Khan Behadur, Zeighum Jung, and 
Rajah Dya-Krishen Behadur, shall accompany my son on this deputation, they 
will commence their journey, please God, op the day appointed towards 
Futtugurh. I therefore transmit fur your perusal a letter which I have addressed 
on this occasion to his Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor-General, 
containing a paper of requests in which three articles have been omitted, with a 
view to his Lordship’s satisfaction. From your friendship and attachment, I 
expect that after perusing the Ietter and its enctosure with attention, you will 
state your opinion on the purport or them, and return them to me for transmis- 
sion by the hands of Moatumud-ood-Dowlah. 


Requests contained ina Letter from His Excellency the Vizier to his Excet- 
lency the Right Honourable the Governor-General, received the 25th of May 
1815. 


First. Notwithstanding all my kindness and liberality, actual and intended, 
to Nuseer-ood-Dowlah, his conduct 1s stiil such as your Lordship will doubtless 
have learned from the reports of my friend Major Baillie, and I have instructed 
Moatumud-ood-Dowlah to explain to your Lordship more fully the proceedings 
of my said brother and others. Let some method be determined respecting 
them, which may ensure their submission and obedience and prevent their 


displeasing me in future. 


Second. Shums-ood-Dowlah is employed at Benares in carrying on devices and 
intrigues. My Minister will detail his proceedings to your Lordship, with a vicw 
of obtaining such assurances as may give confidence and satisfaction to my mind. 


Third. As I am the heir of the property in money and goods of my grand- 
mother, the Bhow Begum, and as I have already agreed to provide for her depen- 
dants, I trust to your Lordship’s justice and kindness for the security of my 
rights and interests in that quarter, and for such information regarding the views 
of the British Government as may lead to an adjustment of this affair similar 
to that which took place regarding the late Tuhseen Alee Khan. 

Fourth. 


* This letter does not appear upon the Consultations. 
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Fourth. As childrew naturally look up to their parents for all sorts of benefit 
and advantage, I rely on the accomplishment of my wish with regard to the 
district of Khyreegurh, either as a compensation for the interest of the loan or 
otherwise ; and if, in addition to Khyreegurh, some part of the Goorkah country 
that may be conquered and is contiguous to my dominions should be conceded 
to me by your Lordship, it would be considered as a gratifying mark of your 
paternal affection and regard. My Minister will submit my wishes on this subject 
to your Lordship in person. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) J. BA in, 
Resident. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 18th July 1815. 


To J. Monckton, Esq, Acting Chief Secretary to the Government. 
Sir: 

1. The Honourable the President in Council is apprized by the communica- 
tions of the Resident at Lucknow of his Excellency the Vizier having intimated 
his intention to depute his son, the Nawaub Nuseer-ood-Deen Hyder Khan, 
attended by the Minister Moatumud-ood-Dowlah, and the Dewan Rajah Dya- 
Krishen, for the purpose of congratulating the Governor-General on the com- 
pletion of his Lordship’s tour of the British Provinces. ‘The Nawaub Nuseer- 
ood-Deen Lyder accordingly arrived at this station on the 15th instant, attended 
by the Minister: and the Dewan; and having been received and entertained 
during his residence here with every mark of distinction suitable to his rank 
and to the intimate relations subsisting between the British Government and 
the State of Oude, commenced his march back to Lucknow this morning. 


2, The Minister, Moatumud-ood-Dowlah, was, as the Vice-President in 
Council is already apprized, charged with aletter érom the Vizier to the Gover- 
nor-General, enclosing a paper of requests on the part of his Excellency, and 
was commissioned to obtain the answers of the Governor-General. 


3. A translation of his Excellency’s letter and of the paper of requests is 
enclosed, for the information of the Honourable the Vice-President iu Council, 
together with English copies of the Governor-General’s letter in reply, and of 
his Lordship’s answers to the Vizier’s requests. 


4, The principle on which the answers are framed is explained in the Ictter 
to the Resident at Lucknow of this day’s date, a copy of which is enclosed for 
the information of the Honourable the Vice-President in Council, who will 
perceive in the tenor of those answers a strict attention to those sentiments in 
which his Lordship had the satisfaction of believing his colleagues concurred 
with him on former discussions. 


5. The Governor-General deemed it proper to avail himself of the occasion 
of his conference with the Minister on the 20th instant, to express the sense 
cherished by the British Government of the extraordinary liberality of his Ex- 
eellency, in the pecuniary aid which he afforded to the Government during 
the late season of actual and apprehended exigency, and to satisfy his Excel- 
Jency’s mind by an assurance that the British Government did not entertain the 
intention of again trespassing on the liberality of his Excellency's disposition, 


I have, &c. 
Futtugurh, (Signed) J. ADAM, 
24th June 1815. Secretary to the Government. 


From 
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From his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. (Received the 16th June-1815.) 


After compliments : 

After expressing my earnest desire for the happiness of a personal meeting, 
which is the first wish of my heart, I proceed to observe, that the relations of 
close and intimate friendship and union between the two States, such as they 
have subsisted from former times, are so conspicuous and well known to all the 
world, that it would be superfluous to enlarge on the subject. From the (lay of 
my ascending the musnud of my hereditary dominions, I have ever been, and 
continue to be, entirely occupied with the desire to cultivate our ancient friend. 
ship and union, and to promote the satisfaction of the rulers of the British 
Government, and especially to seek the gratification of your Lordship, for 
whose kindness, favours, and vracious disposition towards me, I am impressed 
with a sense of the highest obligation and gratitude. It is my wish that the 
friendship and cordiality existing between the two Governments may continue 
daily to increase, sentiments which have, no doubt, been communicated to 
your Lordship by Major Baillie. Under the influence of those sentiments, I have 
resolved to depute my dear son, the light of my eyes, Imteaz-ood- Dowlah Omdut- 
ool-Moolk Mirza Nuseer-ood-een Hyder Khan, tocongratulate your Lordship 
on your return from your tour in health and with triumph. He will be accom- 
panied by Moatumud-ood-Dowlah Mookhtaur-ool-Moolk Syyud Mohummud 
Khan and Rajah Dya-Krishen, both of whom are the true and faithful servants of 
this State. The 16th Jemadee-oos-Sanee (27th May) has accordinglybeen fixed 
for the departure of my dear son, on which day the party will receive the leave 
with marks of peculiar honour and distinction, and by the blessing of God 
commence their journey, travelling by regular stages until they shall reach 
Futtugurh and have the honour of paying their respects to your Lordship. I am 
satisfied that they will experience every mark of kindness and attention from your 
Lordship, and that their reception will be suitable to their relative rank, dignity, 
and station ; for this will redound to your Lordship's reputation, and will strengthen 
and cement the foundations of our ancient friendship and union. It will also be 
highly gratifying to me, and will lay me under obligations to your Lordship. 


Some points which I deem it necessary to bring before your Lordship are 
stated in the eaclosed paper, to which 1 request your Lordship’s attention, and 
I trust in your kindness and favour to receive a satisfactory answer to them. 


Further, may the days of your prosperity and happiness be perpetual. 
A true tianslation : 


(Signed) G. Swinton, 
Persian Secretary to the Governor-General. 





Translation of a Paper of Requests enclosed in the foregoing Letter from his 
Excellency the Nawaub Visier, dated \Ath Jemadee-vos-Sanee (25th May). 


First.—N otwithstanding all my kindness and liberality, actua! and intended, 
to Nuseer-ood-Dowlah, his conduct is still such as your Lordship will doubtless 
have learnt from the reports of my friend Major Baillie, and I have instructed 
Moatumud-ood- Dow lab to explain to your Lordship more fully the proceedings 
of my said brother and others. Let some method be determined respecting 
them, which may ensure their submission and obedience and prevent their dis- 
pleasing me in future. 


Secondly.—Shums-ood-Dowlah is employed at Benares in carrying on devices 
and intrigues. My Minister will detail his proceedings to your Lordship, with 
the view of obtaining such assurances as may give confidence and satisfaction 
to my mind. 


Thirdly.—As { am the heir of the property in money and googs of my grand- 
mother the Bhow Begum, and as I have already agreed to pravide for her depen- 
dants, I trust to your Lordship’s justice and kindness for the security of my 
rights and interests in that quarter, and for such informatien regarding the 
views of the British Government as may lead to an adjustment of this affair, 


similar to that which took place regarding the late Tuhseen Alee ena orthly. 
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Fourthly.—-As children naturally look up to their parents for all sorts of 
benefit and advantage, I rely on the accomplishment of my wish with regard to 
the district of Khyreegurh, either as a compensation for the interest of the loan 
or otherwise; and if, in addition to Khyreegurh, some parts of the Goorkah 
country that may be conquered and is contiguous to my dominions should be 
conceded to me by your Lordship, it would be considered as a gratifyttig mark 
of your paternal affection and regard. 


My Minister will submit my wishes on this subject to your Lordship in 
person. 
A true translation : 


(Signed) Georcer Swinton, 
Persian Secretary to the Governor-General. 





To his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. (Written the 22d June 1815.) 


I have been highly gratified by the receipt of your Excellency’s letter, which 
has been delivered to me by the Minister, Moatumud-ood-Dowlah. (Reca- 
pitulate contents of letters received 16th June.) 


I participate in the fullest manner in the sentiments expressed in your Excel- 
lency’s letter. To renew the assurances of my most cordial disposition, to 
co-operate with you in cementing the foundations of the intimate friendship and 
alliance which have always subsisted between the two States, would be an 
unnecessary repetition of those sentiments which I have so often expressed, anc 
which it has been the object of all my measures connected with the affairs of 
Oude to manifest to your Excellency and to the world, both by words and 
deeds. My anxious endeavours to improve the prosperity of your Government, 
to augment your reputation, and to promote your personal comfort and satis- 
faction, ate amply rewarded by the gratification which I derive from the cordial 
expressions of your Exccllency’s friendship and regard, and by my knowledge of 
the benefits already derived from the progress of those important measures, which 
at the recommendation of the British Government you have been pleased to 
adopt. A firm and resolute perseverance in those objects cannot fail to prove 
the source of happiness to your subjeets, and of conscious satisfaction as well 
as real advantage to yourself. 


Had any proof been wanting of hn Excellency’s regard, it has been sup- 
phed in the most gratifying slape, by the deputation of your son, attended by 
your Ministers, to congratulate me on my return from my tour through the 
Upper Provinces of Hindostan. I feel all the value of the compliment, and I 
desire to offer to your Excellency my most sincere acknowledgments for this last 
and most acceptable pledge of your personal friendship. 


I have endeavoured to manifest my sense of this proof of your Excellency’s 
attachment by the most honourable reception of your Excellency’s son. 1 have 
also, in the manner of my reception of the Minister and the Dewan, been soli- 
citous to mark my respect for persons justly possessing your Excellency’s con- 
fidence. As your Excellency’s son and the Ministers are now about to return 
to Lucknow, I propose to give them their leave with every mark of distinction 
and' honour. 


Your Minister has made the necessary communications to me on the subject 
of the paper enclosed in your letter, and I have discussed with him at a private 
audience the several subjects which it embraces. 


The enclosed paper, under my seal and signature, contains my answers to your 
Excellency’s requests, the tenor of which will, I trust, be entirely satisfactory on 
the particular points to which it refers, and will form a fresh proof of my sin- 
cere desire to consult your wishes to the fullest extent. 


For further particulars I refer your Excellency to the communications of the 
minister, Moatumud-oad-Dowlah: 


A true copy : 


(Signed) Geo. Swinton, 
ou Persian Secretary. 
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The Vizier’s Propositions. 


First. Notwithstanding all my kind- 
ness and liberality, actual and intended, 
to Nuseer-ood-Dowlah, his conduct is 
still such as his Lordship will doubtless 
have learnt from the reports of my 
friend Major Baillie, and I have in- 
structed Moatumud-ood-Dowlah to ex- 
plain to your Lordship more fully the 
proceedings of my said brother and 
others. Let some inethod be deter- 
mined respecting them, which may en- 
sure their submission and obedience, 
and prevent their displeasing me in 
future. 


Second. Shums-ood-Dowlah is em- 
ployed at Benares in carrying on devices 
and intrigues. My Minister will detail 
his proceedings to your Lordship, with 
a view of obtaining such assurances as 
may give confidence and satisfaction to 
my mind. 


Third. As I am the heir of the pro- 
perty in money and goods of my grand- 
mother the Bhow Begum, and as I have 
agreed to provide for her dependants, I 
trust to your Lordship’s justice and 
kindness for the security ot my rights 
and interest in that quarter, and for 
such information regarding the views of 
the British Government as may lead to 
an adjustment of this affair, similar to 
that which took place regarding the 
late Tuhseen Alee Khan. 


Fourth. 


OUDE PAPERS. 


The Governor-General’s Answers, 


The insubordinate and disrespectful 
conduct of his Excellency the Vizier’ 
brothers cannot fail to excite my regret 
and displeasure: Such conduct must 
always meet with my decided reproba- 
tion. Ona former occasion I declared 
to his Excellency, that ] considered him 
to possess complete authority over his 
brothers; and I take this opportunity 
of repeating the assurance, that the 
British Government regards his Excel- 
lency as having an inherent plenitude 
of power in that respect. Any propor- 
tioned and wholesome severity used by 
his Excellency, when the conduct of 
any of his brothers or relations has 
heen refractory or contumacious, can 
never be the subject of remark from 
the British Government. In no case 
could that Government or its represen- 
tative at his Excellency’s Court make 
an observation relative to such a sub- 
ject ; unless where unfounded or exag- 
gerated ig lag aera had been used 
to excite his Excellency’s displeasure 
against one of his family, in which 
event his Excellency would expect the 
Resident to enable him to detect the 
fraud practised on him. 


Any intrigues or any disrespectful 
proceedings on the part of Shums-ood- 
Dowlah relative to his Excellency, will 
not only receive no countenance from 
the British Government, but will be 
checked and reprehended in the most 
marked and decided manner. On this 
point his Excellency may feel the most 
perfect security. 


The engagement made between the 
British Government and her Highness 
the Bhow Begum, during the reign of 
the late Nawaub Saadut Alee Khan, and 
before my accession to this Govern- 
ment, will be in the recollection of his 
Excellency. That engagement was ra- 
tified and confirmed by me, both he- 
cause the faith of the Government was 
already virtually pledged, and because 
I considered it to combine with the 
fulfilment of our obligations to the 
—— the most entire regard for the 
rights of the sovereignty of Oude. Our 
good faith requires that the engagement 
so incurred shall be fulfilled; but his 
Excellency may rest assured, that the 
surplus of her Highness’s wealth, after 
providing the requisite funds for the 
discharge of her bequests, according to 
the agreement, shall be faithfully paid 
into his Excellency’s treasury. : 

t 
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It is superfluous to report, that no 
interference on the part of the British 
Government will take place with regard 
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to her Highness’ jagiers, which will, of — Enclosure. 
course, on her demise, revert to the 
State of Oude. 

Fourth. As children naturally look —_‘[_ am earnestly desirous of complying 
up to their parents for all sorts of benefit with his Excellency’s wishes relative to 
and advantage, I rely on the accom- Khyreegurh and the country adjoining 
plishment of my wish with regard tothe the frontier of Oude which may he con- 
district of Khyreegurh, either as a com- quered from the Goorkahs; and when 
pensation for the interest of the loan or the suppression of the disturbances in 
otherwise; and if, in addition to Kby- Khyreeyurh, and the adjustment of 
reegurl, some parts of the Goorkhah terms of peace with the Goorkahs shall 
country that may be conquered and is have taken place, I shall be prepared to 
contiguous to my dominions should be enter on the consideration of the subject, 
conceded to me by your Lordship, it with the most cordial desire, accom- 
would be, considered as a gratifying panied by the fullest expectation of 
mark of your paternal affection and effecting an arrangement which shall be 
regard. My Minister will submit my entirely gratifying to his Excellency’s 
wishes on this subject to your Lordship _ wishes. 
in person. 

Dated 22d June 1815. 
A true copy: 
(Signed) Gero. SWINTON, 
Persian Secretary. 
To Major Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. Letter 


Sir: 

1. Your despatch of the 29th May was duly received and submitted to the 
Governor-General, but a reply was necessarily suspended until the articles of 
request on the part of his Excellency the Vizier should be discussed with the 
Minister, Moatumud-ood-Dowlab, and his Lordship’s answers regularly drawn 
up and delivered to the Minister. 


2. The Nawaub Nuseer-ood- Deen Hyder Khan having arrived at this station on 
the 15th instant, attended bythe Minister Moatumud-ood-Dowlah, and the Dewan, 
Rajah Dya Krishen, was publicly received by the Governor-General at breakfast on 
the following morning ; and after his Highness took his leave, the Minister, at 
a private audience of the Governor-General, delivered to his Lordship a letter from 
the Vizier, enclosing the paper of which a translation accompanied your despatch 
now acknowledged. 


3. On the 20th instant the Governor-General again received the Minister in 
private, when the subject of the requests was discussed, and the tenor of the 
answers proposed to be returned was communicated to the Minister. 


4. On the 23d instant, on which day the Nawaub Nuseer-ood- Deen Hyder 
took leave of the Governor-General, his Lordship delivered to the Minister a 
letter to his Excellency the Vizier, enclosing a paper, under his signature and 

, Seal, containing the answers to his Excellency’s requests drawn out in regular 
form. On the same day his Lordship conferred khillats on the Minister and 
Dewan and gave them their dismissal. 


5. Copies in English and Persian of the Governor-General’s letter to the 
Vizier, and the answers to his Excellency’s requests, are herewith transmitted ; 
and I am directed to communicate to you the following observations, in explana- 
tion of the principles on which those answers have been framed. 


Relative to the el 6. The Governor-General having already declared to 


from Secretary to 
Government. 


ite and the\ the Vizier, in his Lordship’s answer to his Excellency’s 
others and rela- ¢ former papers, that he considered his Excellency to be 
possessed of uncontrolled authority over his brothers and 
relations, his Lordship does not distinctly discern any means, on his part, of 
strengthening his Excellency’s authority in that respect. An unqualified assu- 
Fance that the British Government nef in no possible case intercede in behalf 

OF the relations of the Vizier might be interpreted into a sanction for any 
measures 
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measures of hardship, severity, or oppression, into which the Vizier might be 
hurried, by his own caprice, or the insidious and unfounded representations of 
unprincipled advisers. ‘To remajn entirely neutral in such cases would not 
become the British Government, which must partake largely in the public 
opinion of the discredit of such a proeedure as is supposed. While, therefore, 
the Governor-General could not hesitate in repeating his recognition of the 
plenitude of his Excellency’s authority over his brothers and the other mem- 
bers of his family, his Lordship has reserved the right of interposing to correct 
or mitigate any proceeding founded on false or exaggerated statements. The 
fitness of such interposition must be determined by the circumstances of each 
particular case, and your knowledge of his Lordship’s sentiments and princi- 
ples of action with reference to the Government of Oude will enable you to 
regulate your conduct. 


2d. Relative to the alleged om 7. The Governor-General has no reason to suppose that 


duct of Shums-ood-Dowlah. 


these charges against Shums-ood-Dowlah, originate in any 
other cause than the Vizier’s natural jealousy and suspicion of his brother. 
There could be no hesitation, however, on his Lordship’s part, in conveying the 
most positive assurances to his Excellency, that such proceedings on the part of 
Shums-ood-Dowlah would not only receive uo’ countenance from the British 
Government but be severely reprobated, 


3d. Expressing his Excellency's} 8. The tenor of the engagement with the Bhow Begum, 
desire to be put in possession of Lin oses on the British Government the obligation of secu- 


the wealth of the Bhow Begum at 


her denise. 


ring to her relations and dependants the bequests allotted 
to them by her Highness’s testainentary disposition of her 
property, which can only be effectually secured by vesting in the hands of the 
Honourable Company a fund adequate to the purpose. It is certain, too, that 
the Begum considcred the arrangement to be entirely independent of the Vizier’s 
Government, and the Butish Government is bound to act on that principle. 
Admitting the Vizier’s present disposition to fulfil the objects of her Highness’s 
will, it is obvious that occasions might, and judging from past experience, there 
is no doubt that they would frequently arise, for discussion and altercation, rela- 
tive to the stipends, which would disturb the harmony between the two Govern- 
ments, and the objects happily secured by the terms of the first loan would thus 
be defeated by the introduction of new causes of altercation and dispute. 


9. A coinpliance with the Vizier’s wishes in this instance was therefore inad- 
missible ; and his Lordship has declared it in the terms of the answer to the third 
article, adding thc most satisfactory assurances relative to her Highness’s surplus 
wealth and the reversion of the jagicrs. 


4th. Requesting that Kyree-| 10. The Governor-General entertains the most cordial 
gurh,fand a portion of the terti- | disposition to comply with this request, and will be prepared 


tories that may be conquered from 
the Goorkahs, may be granted to his 


Excellency. 


to carry it into effect, as soon as the conclusion of peace 
with the Goorkahs shall render it practicable and expedient. 
At that time, also, the footing on which the grant shall be made will be con- 
sidered with a reference to the extent and value of the territory: in the mean- 
while, bis Lordship hopes that the terms of the answer to this article will prove 
satisfactory to his Excellency the Vizier. 

11. You will observe that the Governor-General has availed himself of this 
occasion cf addressing the Vizier, to advert to the progress of the measure of . 
reform in the revenue administration of Oude, and other arrangements for the 
improverent of the country, adopted at the instance of the British Government. 
His Lordship hopes that this will testify the importance attached by the British 
Government to the success of those arrangements, and afford ycu, if necessary; 
au opportunity of drawing his Excellency’s attention to the subject. The Minis- 
ter has been apprized of the contents of the Governor-General’s letter to. the Vizier. 

12. The Nawaub Nuseer-ood-Deen Hyder, attended by the Minister and 
Dewan, commenced his march this morning on his return to Lucknow. 

13, The Governor-General has endeavoured, by his receptian of the Nawaub 
and the Ministers apd by the arrangements for their accommodatibn on their 
march, to manifest his friendship and regard for the Vizier and his son, and his 
consideration for the Minister. 

I have, &c. 


Futtugurh, (Signed) J. Apa, 
24th June 1815. Secretary to the Government. 
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EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER from BENGAL, 


Dated the 27th September 1808. 


Par. 245. On the proceedings noted in the margin * 1s recorded another corres- 
pondence which took place between the Resident at Lucknow and the Command- 
ing-Officer in the Field, and other officers, relating to operations to be undertaken 
at the desire of the Vizier against a refractory Zemindar in his Excellency’s 
dominions. That correspondence was originally recorded in the Judicial 
Department, but requiring instructions to the Resident at Lucknow was trans- 
ferred to this. The former part of this correspondence was brought under your 
Honourable Court’s consideration in the 129th and following paragraphs of our 
letter of the 29th of March. 


246. It appears from the circumstances stated in a letter from Lieutenant- 
Colonel Gregory to the Resident, dated the 4th April (included in that corres- 
pondence), to be highly Bhailete that the origin of the dispute was at least as 
much to be ascribed to the misconduct and oppressions of the Vizier’s Aumil, as 
to a refractory disposition on the part of the Zemindar; and we were conse- 
quently extremely anxious to avoid having recourse to any cuercive measure 
against the latter, which might be considered as an encouragement to injustice 
and oppression. It is, indeed, to be feared, that the British troops are too often 
employed on such unjust occasions ; but as we are bound by treaty to assist the 
Vizier in cases of resistance to his authority, there appears to be no complete 
remedy, but the very distant and improbable one of a reform in the vicious sys- 
tem of his Excellency’s administration. At the same time, it certainly is desirable 
that coercive measures should be suspended, in all possible cases, by a system of 
proceeding which should bring to light any acts of injustice on the part of 
his Excellency’s public officers, whose authority the British arms are required to 
Support, so as to subject the perpetrators to punishment or to the legitimate 
restraints of the local government. In the present case, the Resident was 
desired to urge to the Vizier the propriety of ascertaining the circumstances 
stated by Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory, and to represent to his Excellency the 
impropriety of employing the English troops in cases, the justice of which was 
Questionable, till by a previous inquiry the merits of the case should be ascer- 
faired. He was desired also to suggest the propriety of a person being deputed 
7 by 
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by the Vizier to enquire into the circumetance de acs by Colonel Gregory, 
in concert with another to be deputed by the Resident himself, provided he 
should deem such a measure advisable with reference to local circumstances. 


247. Colongl Gregory Jjaving stated Re egligence of the , Vizier’s officers 
in securing supple i Ae dckechiment, apiein Rlalie ihe ‘directed to make 
paiticular enquiries into this circumstance, and to call on the Vizier to issue 
positive orders for the provision of the. requisite supplies. These instructions 
are recorded on the proceedings noted in the margin. * 


@48. Captain Baillie, in listeply which is recorded oh the anrexed date, + 
states his conviction, notwithstanding the vices and abuses of the Vizier’s 
Government, that the measdres in the case of the Zemindar in question were 
founded in justice and expediency, and such as he would himself have recom. 
mended. He further stated, that it was his practice, in all cases, to makea 
previous inquiry into the justice of the cause in which he was called on to employ 
the British trapps, as, with referénce to the actual state’ of the Vizier’s Govern- 
ment, the emplovment of those troops in support of his Excellency’s Aumils, 
without minute investigation, had since his appointment to the Residency 
invarjably been the subject of his anxiety and concern. With regard to the 
failure in the supplies of provisions, be reported that inquiries weald be made; 
hut ne added, that he was compelled to believe that the indisposition which 
appeared among the Vizier’s officers to aid and assist the British troops, was to 
be ascribed to the pernicious effect of his Excellency’s own conduct and example, 
which he had in vain endeavoured to correct by every conciliatory expedient. 


249. We are enabled to state, that the dispute with the Zemindar above men- 
tioned has been since amicably settled. 





EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER from BENGAL, 
Dated 13th January 1809. 


Par. 86. The letters recorded on the dates noted in the margin{ contain a 
report of the proceedings of a detachment employed in the district of Kewaee, 
in the territories of the Nawaub Vizier, against some refractory Zemindars. 
Your Honourable Court will observe, that in consequence of the severe example 
made of the garrison of one af the forts in that district, the whole of the remain- 
ing ones were abandoned or delivered up without resistance. We are most sen- 
sible of the advantage of bringing this species of service to an early conclusion b 
the effects of intimidation; but we cannot but regret the necessity of such 
severities, in cases where the degree of guilt on the part of the sufferers is so 
uncertain and ill-defined, as in the disputes between the Zemindars and the 
Aumils of the Vizier. It is always with reluctance that the Company’s troops 
are employed on this kind of service, when, from the known defects of the 
Vizier’s Goverhment, it is often highly probable that the disturbance has been 
occasioned by the oppressions and exactions of the Vizier’s officers, as much as 
by the turbulent and seditious spirit of the Zemindars ; and it would certainly be 
a satisfaction to us to know that the service could be performed without having 
recourse to measures of such extremity as appear to have been necessary ont 
occasion in question. We directed the above sentiments to be communicated 
to Captain Baillie, in reply to his despatch reporting the operations of the 
detachment; expressing, at the same time, our high sense of the spirit and 
military skill evinced by Major Q’Donnel and the officers under his command. 
We further stated, that our confidence in the character of Major O’Donnel pre- 
cluded the adinission of the slightest idea, that any thing but conviction of the 
necessity of the measure would have induced him to adopt it, and that our obser- 
vations were by no meays intended to convey any censure on that respectable 
officer. The letter to Captain Baillie containing the foregoing instructions 35 
reco in. 

rded on the date noted in the margin.§ EXTRACT 


* Consultations, 18th April. 11+ Consultations, 16th May. 
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EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER from BENGAL, 
Dated the 9th May 1810. 


Tara. 149. A portion of the troops stationed in the dominions of his Excel- 
lency the Vizier have recently been employed, at the request of his Excellency, 
in the reduction of several forts belonging to rebellious Aumils. 


150. The despatches noted in the margin®* contain the correspondence of the 
Resident with the Vizier and several military officers, regarding the movement 
of the troops, and exhibit the proceedings of the detachments employed against 
the several forts, the details of which we consider it unnecessary to introduce 
into the body of this letter. 


‘ 





EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER #o BENGAL, 
Dated 20th April 1811. 


Letter from, dated 27th Sep-) 79. In the 148th paragraph of our last-mentioned des- 
\ember 1808-—(245 to 249). Refer- | natch, + we expressed our approbation of your determination, 
rng to a correspondence relative to er ae hird 
the operations to be undertaken, (at the request of the Nawaub Vizier, and agreeably to the thirc 
at the desire of thé Vizier, against | article of the Treaty of 1801, for furnishing hig Excellency 
refractory Zemindar. with a battering-train for effecting the capture of some for- 

tresses in the districts of Behar and Dalmow, the poss¢ssions of which appeared 
to have resisted the authority of his Excellency’s Aumils and to have withheld 
the payment of the revenues As, from the correspondence referred to in the 
paragraph before us, it appeared to you to be highly probable that the origin of 
the dispute was at least as much to be ascribed to the misconduct and oppression 
of the Vizier’s Aymils as to a refractory disposition on the part of the Zemindar, 
you evinced a very laudable anxiety to avoid having recourse to coercive mea- 
sures against the latter, which might be considered as an encouragement to 
injustice and oppression. A similar line of conduct must be followed in all 
such cases in future. We cannot too highly applaud the practice which the 
_ Resident at Lucknow, Captain Baillie, says he has invariably followed, of 
making a previous inquiry into the justice of the cause in which he wag called 
on to employ the British troops, and that, with reference to the actual state of 
the Vizier’s Government, the employment of these troops in support of bis Ex- 
cellency’s Aumils without investigation, had, since his appointment to the 
Residency, been the subject of his anxiety and concern. We are equally 


gratified to find that the dispute with the Zemindar above mentioned, has been 
since amicablv settled. 


U 





EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER to BENGAL, 


Dated the 4th September 1811. 


Letter from, dated 18th Janu-} 43, We have often had occasion to lament the frequency 
ary 1809,--(86:) Detachment under 


Major O'Donnell employed in the of detachinents of our troops being called upon in support of 
istrict of Kewaee for the support f the authority of his Exectllency the Vizier, in cases of dispute 
of the Vizier’s authority over cer- | between his Aumils and Zemindars as to the payment of the 
tan refractory Zemindars. revenues. It were to be wished, in order to avoid .coercive 
measures, that some node might be adopted for adjusting the disagreements 
that may occasionally arise between the Nawaub’s Aumils and the renters, 
through the interference of the Resident, which might not be considered as an 
encroachment on his Highness’s authority over that part of bis country remaining 
in his possession. We feel great concern for the consequences of thetoperations 
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of Major O’Donnell’s detachment against the garrison of Pathur Suraee, aj 
described in, the letier from that officer of the"lst November 1808. We regret 
with vou the necessity of such severities, in cases where the degree of guilt on 
the part of the sufferers is so uncertain and ill-defined as in the disputes between 
the Zemindars and the Aumils of the Vizier, but we are not prepared to propose 
a remedy. We can only recommend the subject to your serious consideration. - 





POLITICAL LETTER from BENGAL, 
Dated the 15th October 1811. 


1. Agreeably to the intention expressed in our address of the 27th July last, 
we now proceed to bring under the notice of your Honourable Court, the 
circumstances connected with the endeavours employed by this Government to 
introduce into the territories of his Excellency the Vizier a reform of the vicious 
system of his Excellency’s administration. 


2. Your Honourable Court cannot fail to have observed with sentiments of 
regret and concern, the frequent occasions for the employment of British troops 
in reducing to obedience the Zemindars of the Vizier’s territory, who have been 
represented by his Excellency or by the Aumils tobe refractory. ‘The cause of 
resistance, on the part of the Zemindars, to the authority of the Aumils has 
too frequently been the oppressions and undue exactions of the Vizier’s officers 
and the over-assessment of the lands; and the British Government has thus 
often been required to support, by the aid of its troops, the cause of injustice, 
and to contribute to the preservation of a system injurious to the real interests 
of ne State, and destructive of the rights, the comfort, and prosperity of the 
people. . 


8. Your Honourable Court is apprized, by former reports, of the endeavours 
employed by this Government to establish, in concert with the Vizier, an 
arrangement which should afford the means of investigating the merits of the 
cause in which our aid was demanded, previously to the actual adoption of 
coercive measures. But the peculiar character and disposition of the Vizier 
has rendered those endeavours abortive. Indeed, an effectual remedy for the 
evil of which we have so much reason to complain would not be afforded even 
by the success of those endeavours, because the evil exists in the sysiem itself, 
which independently of any injustice on the part of the Aumils, has a tendency 
to deprive the Zemindars and farmers of the means of fulfilling their engage- 
ments. A power of inquisition established in the hands of the Resident at 
the Vizier’s Court cannot reach the evils and abuses proceeding from a system 
of dominion, from which the administration of justice is totally excluded, and 
in which the will of the Sovereign, stimulated by a spirit of insatiable rapacity, 
constitutes the law. 


4. The present Resident at Lucknow, Major Baillie, has, in more than one 
instance, taken the occasion of the employment of our troops on services of 
the nature above described, to employ all the influence of his representative 
character, with a view to induce the Vizier to adopt an improved system for 
the assessment and collection of his revenues in those parts of his territories 
which were the scenes of disturbance; but his efforts have proved fruitless. 
We shall advert with some degree of detail to the circumstances of the last 
occasion, as being the immediate cause of the adoption of those measttres 
which it is the purpose of this address to report to your Honourable Court. 


5. In the month of July 1810, the Vizier founded on the reports of his 
Aumil of Purtaubgurh, relative to the refractory conduct of the ——— 
Zemindars, a requisition for the aid of our troops, to support the authority of 
the Aumil and to effect the destruction of the fortresses of all the Zemindars 
in the district ; a requisition extended with respect’to the neighbouring dis- 
tricts of Sultanpore and Dalmow. ss SO i 

_ - 6 The 
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6. The measure properly adopted by the Resident on that occasion was to 
issue instructions to the officers commanding the British troops stationed at 
Purtaubgurh and Sultanpore, directing them to investigate and report upon the 
merits of the several alleged causes of complaint aguinst the Zemindars, the 
state of the districts, and the character and conduct of the principal land- 
holders, with a view to be prepared to pursue such measures of a military nature 
as justice might demand when the rainy season should expire. The intentions 
of the Resident, however, were not confined to this object. He judiciously 
endeavoured to combine with it the accomplishment of a system of reform 
with regard to those districts which might subsequently be extended to others, 
and thereby lay a foundation for a general improvement in the administration 
of the country. The sole object of the Vizier himself was to effect the destruc- 
tion of all the foits, not only in these districts but throughout his Excellency’s 
dominions, which afforded the Zemindars the means of resisting either the just 
or the unjust demands of the Aumils. ‘The Resident, on the contrary, while 
he admitted the policy and acquiesced in the proposal of destroying the forts, 
wisely sought to provide for the future security of the Zemindars against 
oppression and exaction, and for the realization of the dues of Government, 
by ascertaining the real assets of the districts, and founding on a knowledge of 
them the assessment of the lands to be secured by a triennial settlement. 


7. In pursuance of his views, the Vizier, in the course of his correspondence 
on this subject with the Resident, proposed, with reference to the Resident’s 
complaint of the neglect of persons already acting in the districts in quality of 
Ameens in failing to transmit information regarding the state of the country, 
that some respectable person should be appointed by his Excellency with suit- 
able assistants, and another person with requisite assistants on the part of the 
Resident, to ascertain the condition and strength of the several forts, the 
number of armed men with the Zemindars, their strong holds, &c., so that 
every necessary information regarding the forts being obtained during the rainy 
season, measures might with the greater facility be adopted for their demo- 
lition when the season for military operations should arrive; proposing, at the 
same time to the consideration of the Resident, the expediency of their sub- 
sequently proceeding into the districts in question, and there determine on 
future measures. 


8, The Resident in his reply, after adverting to the insufficiency of the 
measures which had already been adopted to ascertain the state of the districts, 
expressed his intention of selecting some respectable person to accompany 
another on the part of the Vizier, to ascertain the real condition of the districts 
with a view to their future settlement, and stated his readiness to attend the 
Vizier to the spot at a proper season, and assist him in concluding the settle- 
ment; intimating at the same time, that measures should be adopted after the 
rains for effecting the demolition of the torts by means of troops and a batter- 
ing-train, if intermediate arrangements should not preclude the necessity of 
pursuing those means. 


9. His Excellency the Vizier, in replying to this communication, objected 
to the Resident’s proposition of deputing Ameens for the purpose of ascer- 
taining the state of the districts with a view to a final settlement of them, 
observing that his own proposal went no further than to depute persons for the 
purpose of ascertaining the condition of the forts and the military srength of 
the Zemindars preparatory to the reduction of the former, and that the object 


popesed by the Resident was unnecessary, as Ameens were already in the 
istricts. 


10. The Resident deemed it necessary to report his proceedings at this stage 
of his negotiations, for the purpose of obtaining the instructions of Govern- 
ment. He adverted to the Vizier’s perversion of the object of deputing 
Ameens, and observed that the limited purpose proposed by the Vizier would 
render that measure nugatory. That if it was the wish of Government that the 
whole of the fortresses in the Vizier’s dominions be destroyed, -with a view to 
the permanent tranquillity of the country and the easy realization of its revenue, 
without referenc to the conduct of his Excellency’s Aumils or Zemindars, 
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there appeared to be no necessity for an investigation of the causes of disorder 
in the districts of Purtaubgurh, Sultanpore, and Dalmow; and he conceived 
that the employment of the disposable force already stationed at Sultanpore 
and Purtaubgurh, with the aid of a battering-train from Elahabad, would 
answer every purpose of the Vizier’s present requisition in the course of a few 
months of the ensuing cold season. But if the expediency of the repeated 
destruction of forts in his Excellency’s dominions, which past experience had 
proved that the neglect or venality of his Aumils might soon recall into exist- 
ence, independently of the consideration of justice towards the landholders by 
whom those fortresses were erected for the purposes of self-defence against the 
rapine and extortion of the Aumils, were a question of doubt, there seemed 
strong ground to insist on the measure of deputing the Ameens on this occa- 
sion, in the hope of accomplishing every just object of the Vizier’s Government, 
without engaging in extensive military operations, from the result of which no 
permanent benefit could be expected under the present system of the Vizicr’s 


administration. 


11. The Resident proceeded to state, that it was at the same time but justice 
to observe, that the Vizier had lately appeared to be fully sensible of the ruinous 
consequences of the system of farming his revenues, in the manner hitherto prac- 
tised, to persons totally unworthy of trust, and that a considerable portion of his 
dominions was then under the management of Ameens, whose instructions had 
been prepared, at the Resident’s suggestion, in terms very similar to those 
adopted in the Company’s teriitories. ‘That a proclamation against the eonstruc- 
tion or repair of fortresses, under a heavy penalty, and in terms suggested by the 
Resident, had been ci:culated to inost, if not all of the Aumils and principal 
Jand-holders in the country ; and that his Excellency had repeatedly recognized 
and acquiesced in a declaration of the Resident’s, that no future requisition for 
the reduction of a foitress already taken and destroyed, or made over to an 
Aumil, by the exertions of a British force, should under any circumstances be 
complied with, save as a voluntary concession on the part of the British Govern- 
ment, not implied by even the spirit of its engagements. 


12. On the other hand, the Resident remaiked, that the precarious cxpec- 
tation of any permancut salutary effects from the measures which had beenthus 
recently adopted at his suggestion, by no means appeared to warrant an imme- 
diate decision in favour of the Vizier’s requisition for the reduction of all the 
forts in his dominions, or even in the district of Purtaubgurh, without an inves- 
tigation into the state of the country in the manner which he (the Resident) 
had proposed. 


13. In reply to this communication, the Resident was informed that Govern- 
ment entirely approved his suggestion to the Vizier on the subject of the 
Ameenrs : that it was left, however, at his discretion, to urge the adoption of the 
measure, when he should have received the reports which he had called for 
from the commanding officers in Purtaubgurh and Sultanpore: that Govern- 
ment, at the same time, was by no means prepared, as the alternative of the 
suggested measuie, to acquiesce in the perverted object of it proposed by the 
Vizier ; and that, with regard to the question of destroying the forts, the only 
determination Government was at present disposed to form was, that they 
should be destroyed in cases in which the possessors had taken advantage of 
them to resist the just authority of the State, and compelled the employment of 


our troops to enforce their obedience. 


14. The reports furnished by Lieutenant-Colonel Samuel Palmer, commanding 
in Purtaubgurh, relative to the conduct of the principal Zemindars, in confor- 
mity to the Resident’s instructions, represented them generally in a state of dis- 
obedience, and appeared to justify the orders which the Resident in consequence 
issued to Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer and the officer commanding in Sultanpore, 
to proceed to the destruction of the forts in the three districts, of which he 
transmitted a Hét of twenty-two, calling at the same time for a battermg-train 
trom Elahabad. But Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer was also directed ry the 
Resident to mediate an adjustment of the deniands of the Aumils on the Zemin- 
dare, without relinguishing the object of destroying the forts ; an object ge 
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the Vizier continued to urge, although with views differeat fram thase of the 
Resident, whe was anxious to combine with that desirable measure such a set- 
tlement of the country as would deprive the Zemindars of the only plea on 
which they could justify a claim to the possession of their forts. 


15. This coatrariety of views formed the subject of a long and vexatious cor- 
respondence between the Vizier and the Resident, the general outline of which 
it will be proper to trace. But as no difference of opinion existed with regard to 
the expediency of destroying the forts in the three refractory districts, that ser- 
vice was undertaken and pursued with success, and without resistance on the 
part of the Zemindars, but not without difficulties and delays, urising from the 
negligence or inactivity of the Vizier's officers in furnishing supplics to the Bri- 
lish troops and materials for the demolition of the forts. 


16. That part of the Resident’s correspondence with the Vizier to which we 
have above alluded, commenced by his Excellency’s requesting the Resident to 
suggest some plan for the restoration of order in the three districts, and to state 
his opinion regarding the expediency of his Excellency’s proceeding thither in 
person, or deputing Hukeem Mehdee Alee Khan to settle the affairs of the 
districts. Mehdee Alee Khan, it may be proper to observe, is Aumil of Khyrabad 
and Mohomdee, districts in the northern quarter of the Vizier’s territories, and 
the most able and intelligent of his Excellency’s Aumils. 


17. In reply, the Resident very properly observed, that if the Vizier’s object 
was merely the punishment of the refractory Zemindars and the reduction of 
their forts, neither his Excellency’s presence in the districts, nor the deputation 
of Mehdee Alee Khan was necessary. That neither would his Exccllency’s 
progress through the districts be attended with any advantage, if it was his 
intention, in the future arrangements for those districts, to revert to the original 
system of consigning them to farmers, nor in the case of his Excellency’s 
determining to retain them aumanee, that is, under charge of officers appointei| 
by the Government, if he entrusted the settlement of the lands to the ‘lehsildars 
then in employment. Jiut, on the other hand, if his Excellency proposed to 
make a settlement of that portion of his dominions in the manner adopted in the 
Company’s territories, his Excellency’s presence in the districts was certainly 
advisable, and might prove beneficial in the highest degree. 


18. With respect to the deputation of Mehdee Alee Khan (meaning as the 
alternative of the Vizier’s proceeding to the districts in question), the Resident 
discouraged it on the ground of the apparent impracticability of his taking charge 
of the affairs of those districts with effect, in addition to the charge he already 
held in a distant quarter of his Excellency’s dominions. 


19. In a subsequent letter, however, written after a personal conference with 
the Vizier on the subject of it, the Resident founded partly on the tenor of that 
conference, and partly on the receipt of intelligence from Colonel Palmer regarding 
the disinclination or inability of the Aumils to furnish supplies and other neces- 
saries for the troops, a proposition for the deputation of Mehdee Alee Khan to the 
districts in question, for the purpose of collecting the necessary supplies in the first 
Instance, and fur other important purposes; alluding, as subsequently explained 
by the Resident, principally to an investigation into the state of the districts and 
their real assets, with a view to a future final settlement. The Vizier, however, 
interpreted this proposition to be the deputation of Mehdee Alee Khan merely 
for the purpose of collccting supplies for the troops, and on that ground with- 
held his consent; and notwithstanding the Resident’s subsequent explanation, 
his Excellency persevered in giving that construction to the Resident's propo- 
sition, until at length, by drawing from Mehdee Alee Khan a declaration of his 
inability to undertake the additional duty suggested for him by the Resident, the 
project was necessarily abandoned, and another person, named Mohummud 
dishruf, appointed for the purpose. 


20. The real motive of the Vizier’s conduct on this occasion was, we are 
Satistied, that to which we have already adverted, namely, his Excellency’s 
disinclination to any arrangement which wouls! lead to a just and moderate 
asseasment of the lands, founded on a review of their real assets, on principles 
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consistent with the prosperity and happiness of his subjects, and calculated to 
deprive him of the profits arising from the injurious system of arbitrary’ assess- 
ment, and from the confiscation of the property of defaulting farmers and col- 
Jectors, which had so long prevailed throughout his Excellency’s dominions ; 
and to deprive the Zemindars and other landholders of the means of resistin 
the exactions and oppressions necessarily proceeding from this vicious system of 
administration has been the sole object of his Excellency’s solicitude for the 
destruction of their forts. The object of the Resident, on the other hand, has 
been (as we have already observed) in depriving the Zemindars of the means of 
resistance, to remove the causes which have excited it, by determining and per- 
manently securing their rights and the rights of the State, through the medium 
of a fixed and guarantced assessment. 


21. In pursuance of this salutary project, the Resident, in the course of his 
correspondence with the Vizier, and previously to the appointment of Mohummud 
Ashruf, availed himself of the desire expressed by the Vizier, that he should 
sugpest what appeared to him to be advisable for the settlement of affairs in the 
districts of Purtaubgurh, Sultanpore, and Dalmow, to convey to his Excellency 
several distinct propositions directed to that object, the detail of which it seems 
proper to insert in this place. ‘Those propositions were as follow :— 


Ist. That an able and intelligent man (if not Mehdee Alee Khan, some other 
person) should be immediately appointed by his Excellency, and deputed to 
provide for the necessary supplics for the troops, to make enquiry regarding the 
fortresses and other strong-holds of the Zemindars, to give timely and regular 
information to the commanding-officer, to ascertain the revenue of the districts 
and what the talookas were capable of yielding at a fair and modcrate valuation ; 
in short, to obtain and furnish to his Excellency every degree of neceSsary in- 
formation, with a view to the final settlement of the districts. 


2d. That a proclamation should be issued in the districts in the terms of a draft 
which the Resident submitted to the Vizier, and which was to the following 
effect :— 

‘¢ Be it known to the Zemindars, Talookadars, &c. &c. in the muhuls of Sul- 
‘“« tanpore, Purtaubgurh, and Manickpore Behar, that whereas, with a view to 
‘‘ the security, happiness, and prosperity of all my subjects in these districts, I 
have now directed a triennial settlement at a moderate assessment to be made, 
“ commencing with the Fusly year 1218, that so the Zemindars and Ryots 
‘* being secure from the unjust exactions of Aumils and Moostajers (farmers) 
‘ may with confidence cultivate their lands and labour for the increase of the 
‘€ revenues: and whercas it is obvious that, under this arrangement, there can 
‘* be no occasion whatever for the protection of forts or strong-holds of any 
description im the possession of the Zemindars, many of whom have been 
‘€ proved to take advantage of the forts in thcir possession, for the purpose of 
“ resisting authority and withholding the revenues of the sircar, which 
conduct on their parts has frequently induced other Zemindars to act iu a 
“ similar manner, to the great injury of the Government; therefore it has now 
‘ been resolved, that no Zemindar in my dominions shall be permitted to retain 
“a fortress or strong-hold of any description in his possession, and that in the 
* same manner as the fortresses, ghurries, and other strong-holds in the Zillahs of 
Baraitch and Keewuee have been destroyed and levelled to the ground, the 
“ forts in the districts of Purtaubgurh, &c., shall also be taken and levelled, but 
‘ that the Zemindars of the districts in question shall be permitted, without 
‘¢ molestation or objection, to retamm or construct and inhabit their houses, 
“ gardens, and inclosures, whether Autcha or tucka, and of whatever extent or 


“ description. 


“ You are accordingly hereby required to surrender and make over to Colonel 
“ Palmer, commanding the British troops in Purtaubgurh, whatever fortress or 
‘“ ghurry you may possess, without delay, opposition, or hesitation ; and in this 
“ case every favour will be shewn to you, your balances of revenue for all’ pre- 
“ ceding years till the end of the Fusly year 1216 will be forgiven, and nu 
““ demand on account of those years shall be made; but in case of your disobe- 


“ dience to this order, and the reduction of your fortresses by force of _— ne 
‘* forgive. 
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“© forgiveness nor exemption shall be granted, your forts and habitations shall 
“ be destroyed, and yourselves shall be expelled from your zemindaries.” 


The third proposition related to the remission of balances up to the end of 
the year 1216 Fusly, as stated in the proclamation, and was to this effect: That 
as the districts in question had been for many years in the hands of farmers, 
and the Zemindars and inhabitants of them at large had been long subjected to 
unjust exactions and oppression, in addition to which it was difficult, if not 
impracticable, to ascertain the true amount of arrears of revenue for preceding 
years, the Resident suggested that the balances of all former years, till the end 
of the Fusly year 1216, should be remitted to the Zemindars of the three dis- 
tricts in question, and also of the district of Akburpore, and that no demands 
should be made on account of the balances of those years. 


The fourth proposition related to the formation of the triennial settlement, as 
noticed also in the proclamation, and was stated as follows: That a triennial 
settlement should be concluded with all the Zemindars of the districts, which 
would prevent the necessity of his Excellency the Vizier’s marching every year, 
or of detaching the British troops to assist the Aumils in their settlements. That 
as this settlement would also involve the specification of a fixed time for the 
payment of every instalment of the revenue of each year, the outstanding 
balances would be at all times clearly ascertained, and there would be no trouble, 
as heretofore, in investigating the justice of the Aumil’s demands from the 
Zemindars. That the Zemindars, too, would have confidence in the Government, 
and would occupy themselves in the cultivation of their lands, the revenue of 
the State would be increased, and the people contented and happy. 


The fifth proposition suggested his Excellency the Vizier’s fixing a period for 
his stay in each of the districts to be comprehended in his proposed tour, and his 
issuing’ injunctions to his officers, under a penalty, to conclude the settlement 
with the Zemindars within a given period, and to the Zemindars, under a penalty 
also, to come to a settlement within the same time: and with a view to facilitate 
the execution of the suggested orders, the Resident proposed that a scheme of 
the settlement of each district, under the signature of the Chowdries and 
Canoongoes and the seal of the Ameens, should be submitted to his Excellency 
before his arrival in the district. 


22. These propositions occasioned a voluminous correspondence between the 
Vizier and the Resident, in the course of which his Excellency, although profess- 
ing to be guided by the Resident's advice, endeavoured to evade the ultimate 
object of them, by withholding his consent to the deputation of a person vested 
with the requisite powers and instructions to collect the information, and supply 
the materials necessary for the conclusion of the triennial settlement on just and 
moderate terms. His Excellency met that article of the Resident’s propositions, 
by announcing his intention to depute an officer of his Government merely for 
purposes connected with the supply of the troops and the destruction of the 
torts, referring the Resident to a former letter, in which his Excellency had sig- 
nified that the Aumils must be left to decide on the real amount of the revenue 
and the capacity of the lands, and that if after the Aumil’s decision any person 
proved refractory and refused to satisfy the just claims of the State, the com- 
manding-officer of the British troops should be instructed to act against him. 
His Excellency maintained the impracticability of framing a scheme of the 
settlement such as the Resident had suggested, and signified to him that if he 
desired to know what the districts were capable of yielding, his Excellency 
Would inform him, as soon as it could be ascertained by the papers which might 
hereafter be sent by the Aumils. His Excellency resisted also the proposition 
for the remission of balances, but expressed his concurrence in the expediency 
of the triennial settlement. 


23. It is unnecessary to describe the various points of discussion which formed 
the subjects of this correspondence and of frequent conferences with the Vizier, 
and it is sufficient to state, that the Resident finally succeeded in obtaining his 
Excellency’s consent to most of the propositions which had been submitted to 
him. His Excellency actually issued the alae proclamation, and appvinted 
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an officer (Méhuinimud Ashruf above mentioned) with the requisite powers, and’ 
with instruactidns conformable to the Resident’s recommendation. 


24. In the meantime the battering-train having arrived, Lieatenant-Colonel 
Palmer proceeded with the British troops into the districts, to execute his orders 
relative to the suppression of the refractory Zemindars and the demolition of 
the forts. His Operations, although continually impéded by the negligence or 
inefficiency of thé Aumils, were conducted with success and without any 
opposition. 


95. For the details of the preceding concise and imperfect narrative, we beg 
leave to refer your Honourable Court to the despatches from the Resident which 
will be found recorded on the proceedings noted in the margin.* 


26. We deem it proper, however, to bring more particularly under the notice 
of your Honourable Court a despatch from the Resident dated the 5th of Decem- 
ber, recorded as per margin,f as representing the condition of aftairs in his 
Excellency’s country, and his Excellency’s conduct in a point of view that 
appeared urgently to call for the interposition of this Government in support 
of the measures which the Resident had so Jaudably, but, as it ultimately proved, 
vainly pursued, to effect a reform in his Excellency’s internal administration. 


27. We have stated above, that the Vizier had at Jength been induced to 
acquiesce in the Resident’s propositions, and had deputed Mohummud Ashruf 
into the districts of Purtaubgurh, &c. with powers and instructions conformable 
to the Resident’s sugvestions. It soon appeared, however, that Mohummud 
Ashruf totally perverted the object of his mission; that instead of adopting 
measures to ascertain the real asscts and condition of the districts, with a view 
to the relief of the Zemindars and farmers from the excessive demands and 
extortions to which they had so long been caposed, to the ruin and disturbance 
of the country and to the conclusion of a triennial settlement on just and 
moderate terms, Mohummud Ashruf acted as if deputed for the sole purpose of 
increasing the revenues, by exacting even larger sums fiom the Zemindars than 
they had hitherto becn accustomed to pay. This was sufficiently cvident from 
an address of Mobummud Ashruf himself to the Vizier, a translation of which 
formed an enclosure In the Resident’s despatch. In a remonstrance which on 
this occasion the Resident addressed to the Vizier, he justly remarked, that 
from Mohummud Ashruf’s own report, it was evident “ that nothing but 
‘* oppression to the Ryots, disputes betwecu Mohummud Ashruf and the Zemin- 
‘© dars, and finally disorder in the country, could be expected from his deputa- 
‘¢ tion. That the views which the Resident had entertained, and for the satis- 
‘© factory accomplishment of which both the Vizier and he had laboured so 
‘¢ long and had held so many unpleasant discussions during a period of five 
‘¢ months, must be entirely and inevitably frustrated, and that no satisfactory 
“ arrangement could now be made in the current year.” 


28. In thus reporting the failure of his endeavours to effect a beneficial arrange- 
ment with regard to the districts of Purtaubgurh, Sultanpore, and Dalmow, the 
Resident brought under the notice of Government the condition of the extensive 
territories formerly under the charge of the late Almass Alee Khan, to which we 
have already briefty adverted. 


29. The Resident represented the state of these territories in the following 
words :—“' The districts which were occupied by that Aumil (Almass Alee Khan), 
“ yielding an annual revenue of about thirty lacs of rupees, had been transferred 
“ immediately on his death, in opposition to my wishes and suggestions, to the 
‘¢ Eunuch Rehmut Alee Khan, Almass’s nominal brother, whose failure in the 
‘ payment of the revenue occasioned his removal and disgrace in the course of a 
“ few months, and the subsequent transfer of the districts on similar terms to 
“a person named Mirza Jan, the adopted son of Almass, who has also neces- 


‘ sarily failed to fulfil his engagements to the Government, and is now under 
‘* personal 


* Consultations, 16th August, 25th September, 5th October, 10th November, and 20th December 
1810. 
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“ personal restraint for balances which can never be liquidated, and, the demand 
‘« of a large portion of which is, in my opinion, unjust and oppressive,’ 


30. The Resident proceeded to state, that on the occasion of the death of 
Almass Alee Khan, and on the two subsequent occasions of the transfet of the 
districts which he farmed to his nominal brother and son, at the exorbitant rate 
of his engagetnents, the Resident suggested in strong terms to the Vizier the 
impropriety of his consigning so large a portion of his dominions to any indi- 
vidual Aumil, more particularly to the dependants of Almass, and the expe- 
diency of his appointing a number of trustworthy persons as Ameens, to inves- 
tigate and report upon the real state of the districts and the condition of the 
landholders and peasantry, with a view to a beneficial arrangetnent for the future 
management of the country; but that a compliance with the Resident's sug- 
gestions was evaded by his Excellency, upon grounds which piecluded the 
Resident from continuing to urge the point. The Resident added, that the 
territories which had thus been farmed by Almass, Rehmut Alee Khan, and 
Mirza Jan, in successiun, had now been parcelled out to a number of petty 
farmers, without any reduction of the terms, and under circumstances which 
precluded the possibility of the due realization of the revenue, without the 
gradual devastation of the Jands and the ruin of the landholder and peasantry. 


31. The Resident reported, that he had again set before the Vizier the ruinous 
consequences of those measures, and had predicted to his Exccllency the speedy 
removal and imprisonment of a majority, if not all, of the newly-appointed Aumils, 
whose personal wealth only, and by no means their capacity for the trust, had 
induced their nomination. The Resident further observed to the Vizier, with 
great justice, that individual wealth among his subjects, and the sources fron 
which it was derived, were now neatly at an end and must very shortly be 
exhausted; and that ultimately, when the soil of his dominions, and the indus- 
trious cultivators of that soil, should form the only sources of his revenues, he 
would find the first to be totally unproductive, and would search for the latter in 
vain. 


32. The Resident continued in his despatch his report of the substance of 
additional remarks and remonstrances on the same subject ; in the course of which 
he had suggested to his Excellency the justice of remitting a portion of the balances, 
and had repeated his earnest advice that a system so ruinous should be imme- 
diately corrected. 


33. The Resident, after noticing the failure of all his remonstrances, concludes 
with the following observation :—‘ His Excellency’s leading passion of avarice, 
‘ and all its coucomitant evils, have, as is natural, increased with his age; and 
‘the reluctance and impatience with which he ever listened to remonstrance 
“ against the inordinate gratification of this passion, or against any other unjust 
“ measure of his Government, have lately arisen to a degree of peevishness and 
‘‘ irritation, which renders the efficicut conduct of the duties of my station at 
‘his Court, combined with the observances and offices of personal respect and 
conciliation, a great deal more difficult than before.” 


34. As an instance of the truth of this latter remark, the Resident took this 
occasion to report to Government that the Vizier having recently evinced a 
design to take advantage of the change of his system, with regard to the districts 
of Almass, by whom and his successors 1n office the jagier of Tujummool Hoo- 
sein Khan (the son of the late celebrated ‘Tufuzzool Hoosein Khan) had been 
farmed, for the purpose of converting this jagier into an annual pension, to the 
manifest loss of the Jagierdar, he (the Resident) considered it to be his duty to 
remonstrate against the execution of this design in the most urgent terms, and to 
State to his Excellency the impropriety of his adopting any new measures with 
legard to the jagier without the previous sanction of the British Government, at 
whose instance it was originally granted to Tufuzzool Hoosein Khan, and sub- 
sequently confirmed in the possession of his only son and representative. 


35. This remonstrance, however, only produced on the part of the Vizier an 
avowal of his intention to commute the jagier, and an ungenerous complaint 
against the support afforded by the British Government to Tujummool Hoosein 

Khan 


Political Letter“ 
from Ben 
15 Oct. 1811.°: 


ED 


Political Letter 
from Bengal, 
15. Oct. 1811. 


sawadegy,, 


752 OUDE PAPERS, 


Khan and others in a similar predicament; alluding principally to the protection 
afforded to that person by this-Governinent on the occasion of the calumnious 
accusation of an attempt against the Vizier’s life, the particulars of which were 
reported to youc Honourable Court in the Governor-General in Couacil’s 
address of the 4th August 1809. The Resident repelled this unjust insinuation 
with proper spirit, but deemed it necessary to call for instructions on the 
question of opposing the resumption of the jagier. The Resident also desired 
instructions with regard to the propriety of his more active interference for the 
protection of the dependants of Almass Alee Khan, in their character of Aumils, 
against the unjust demands of the Vizier. 


36. The Governor-General in Council deemed the present a fit occasion for 
calling on his Excellency the Vizier to fulfil that article of the Treaty of 180), 
by which he engaged to “ establish in his reserved dominions such a system of 
‘** administration (to be carried into effect by his own officers) as should be con- 
** ducive to the prusperity of his subjects, and be calculated to secure the lives 
“and property of the inhabitants.” The efforts of the Resident had fruitlessly 
been employed, as we have shewn in the preceding part of this despatch, to lay a 
foundation for a general reform, by introducing it into those.districts, for the 
tranquillization of which his Excellency the Vizier had required the aid of our 
troops, and he had in vain endeavoured to persuade his Excellency to abrogate 
that ruinous system of farming which prevailed in the extensive territories for- 
merly managed by the late Almass Alee Khan. The alternative, therefore, was 
left to the British Government, of acquiescing in the failure of those efforts, and 
thereby encouraging the Vizier in a resistance to the legitimate conusels of the 
Resident, and sanctioning by its silence the continuance of a vicious and oppres- 
sive system of administration, which Government had so long upheld by the 
unavoidable employment of its troops in the suppression of disorders, the consc- 
quence of that system, or to aim at the removal of those evils by a direct inter- 
position of that weight and influence which it is entitled to possess and to 
employ by the nature of the connexion between the two States and by the 


express provisions of treaty. 


37. The Governor-General in Council could have no hesitation in adopting 
the latter course of proceeding. The necessary instructions were accordingly 
issued to the Resident at Lucknow, under date the 28th of December 1819, 
accumpanied by a suitable letter from the Governor-General to the address of 


his Excellency the Vizier. 


38. The Governor-General commenced this address by referring to recent 
transactions, and to the negotiations which had passed between the Vizier and 
the Resident, and which the conduct of his Excellency’s officers, of the very 
persons whose duty it was to carry into effect the measures recommended by the 
Resident and acquiesced in by his Excellency, had rendered abortive. His 
Lordship then proceeded to advert to the evils and errors of the existing system 
of the administration of the revenue in the Vizier’s dowinions; to the almost 
annual employment of British troops in suppressing disurders occasioned by the 
prevalence of that system; to the consequent right and duty of the British 
Government to inquire into the sources of this evil, and to urge the adoption of 
such a system of measures as, in the Judgment of that Government, was calcu- 
lated to counteract it, without injury to the rights and authority of his Excellency. 


39. The Governor-General next adverted to the obligation imposed on the 
Vizier by the sixth article of the Ticaty of 1801 to reform the system of his 
administration, referring also to a supplemental agreement resulting from the late 
Governor-General Marquis Wellesley’s personal conferences with his Excellency 
in the year 1802, by which the Vizier engaged to advise with the British Govern- 
ment and to conform to its counsels, in the establishment of an improved 
system of administration within the reserved territories, and also in all affairs 
connected with the ordinary Government of those territories and with the usual 


exercise of his Excellency’s established authority. 


40. His Lordship having next adverted to the actual exercise of this ri 


of counsel through the legitimate organ of the British representative at his he 
cellency’s Court, to the failure of the Resident’s endeavours to vies 
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object of it, and to the duty consequently devolving ‘upon: lis: Lordship to inter- 
pose, in the form of a direct address, the earnest advice and recommendation of 
the British Government on this important subject, proceeded to point out more 
particularly the causes of the evils and abuses prevailing in the administration. 


41. His. Lordship observed, that those evils and abuses arose principally from 
the destructive practice of assigning the charge of the collections to persons who 
offered the highest terms; from the uncertain tenure by which the Aumils held 
the charge of their respective districts ;.from the violation of the engagements 
contracted between the Aumils, Zemindars, under-renters, and Ryots; from the 
arbitrary and oppressive exactions which pervaded the whole system of the 
revenue through every gradation, from the Aumil te the Ryot; from the defective 
and injudicious constitution of that system and the injurious mode of making the 
collections; that it was solely to the prevalence of this defective and destructive 
system of administration, that the refractory disposition of the Zemindars, the 
failure of the Aumils and farmers in the execution of their engagements, the 
existence of heavy balances, and all the disorders which so frequently required 
the employment of troops, were to be attributed. 


42. Having then stated that these evils could alone be remedied by an essen- 
tiat change in the system of assessment, management of collection, his Lord- 
ship proceeded to trace the outline of a plan of reform which he recom- 
mended to his Excellency’s adoption, and of which the following composed 
the fundamental principles, viz. a just and moderate assessment ; a settlement 
for a term of’ years ; the conclusion of engagements, by gradation, from the 
— to the Ryot, and the guarantee of those engagements by the authority 
of the State. 


43. For the details of this scheme of reform, as far as the Governor-General 
in Council deemed it necessary to describe them in a letter to the Vizier’s 
address, we beg leave to refer your Honourable Court to the record of that 
document which is entered on the proceedings of the date noted in the 
margin.® 

44. Your Honourable Court will observe, that the Governor-General in his 
letter to the Vizier had not adverted to that branch of administration, without 
which no arrangement for the due management of the revenues can ever be 
completely efficient, namely, the establishment of tribunals of justice for the 
protection of the lives and property of the subjects, for the detection and 


punishment of crimes, for the redress of grievances and for the adjustment of 


disputed claims. The Governor-General in Council was withheld from intro- 
ducing that subject, by his unwillingness to press at once upon his Excellency’s 
attention too many objects of reform, and thereby diminish the hope of his 
regard toany ; but the Resident was instructed to bring that important subject 
under discussion, also, at a proper season. 


45. As affording a striking instance of the evils of the existing system of 
the Vizier’s administration, the Governor-General took occasion to introduce 
the subject of the lands held by the late Almass Alee Khan, noticing the salu- 
tary but successless counsel of the Resident with regard to the future manage- 
ment of those lands, pointing out the ruinous consequences of the system, and 
combining with the discussion an appeal to the Vizier in favour of the depen- 
dants of Almass Alee Khan; referring his Excellency, however, to the Resi- 
dent, to whom particular instructions on these points had been issued. 


46. The Governor-General added his earnest request, that the Vizier would 
give his serious and immediate attention to the accomplishment of the object 
of reform; an object in every respect so important to his Excellency’s inte- 
rests, his reputation, the prosperity and tranquillity of his country, and the 
comfort and happiness of his subjects; in which salutary work, his Lordship 
informed him, the Resident would be prepared, under instructions issued to 
him for that purpose, to afford to his Excellency every degree of assistance and 
support, 
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47; The Governor-General concluded his:‘address by adverting to the Vizier’s 
declared imtention of commuting the jagier of ‘Tajumimool Hoosein Khan for 
a stipend, and to the claims to every degree of favour and indulgence which 
the family of the late Tufuzzool Hoosein Khan possessed on his Excellency 
and the Company, and by soliciting the Vizier in the strungest terms to abstain 
from the prosecution of a measure so injurious to the interests of Tujummool 
Hoosein Khan. 


48. The instructions issued to the Resident on this occasion commenced 
with a communication of the Governor-General in Council's entire approbation 
of the whole of the Resident’s proceedings, as reported in his despatches, 
After expressions of regret at the failure of the Resident’s zealous and laudable 
endeavours to induce the Vizier to commence the work of reform, the motives 
and the necessity of the direct interference of Government were stated to the 
following effect: that its interests were too deeply concerned im the reform of 
the present vicious system of administration in his Excellency’s dominions to 
permit the Governor-General in Council tacitly to acquiesce in its continuance; 
that to the evils and abuses of that system, to the oppression and injustice 
which naturally flowed from it, were principally to be ascribed those disorders 
which the British troops were so frequently employed to suppress: that this 
Government had ever viewed with painful regret the employment of its troops 
in services of this nature, the general tendency of which had necessarily been 
to uphold and encourage those acts of violence, injustice, and extortion, which 
a system erroneous in its principle and oppressive in its operation could not 
fail to engender. 


49. That it concerned the reputation of the British Government, therefore, 
as well as its interest, to interpose the weight of its influence, for the introduc- 
tion of a reform which might relieve us from the imputation of being the 
instruments of oppression and injustice, of perpetuating the practical gradation 
of evils and abuses which, unsupported by the military power of the Company, 
would speedily produce their natural consequences, successful resistance to the 
authority of the Vizier, and general anarchy and confusion throughout his Excel- 
jency’s dominions. 


50. A reference being then made to an enclosed copy of the letter to the 
Vizier for a knowledge of the arrangement recommended by Government for 
the reform of the administration, it was observed, that adverting to the charac- 
ter and established habits of the Vizier, the Governor-General in Council did 
not entertain very sanguine hopes that either the proposed arrangement would 
be carried into complete effect, or that the engagements which might be con- 
cluded under it would be faithfully adhered to. That it was to be apprehended 
his Excellency would not be induced to accede to the terms of a just and mode- 
rate assessment ; to sacrifice, for the hope of some permanent but distant benefit, 
any prospect, however fallacious, of immediate pecuniary profit. That while 
he acquiesced in the expediency of the plan, he would interpose obstacles to its 
efficient execution ; and that its operation would be in a great measure defeated, 
by practices and abuses which the ordinances of a wise and well-congtituted 
Government, or a strong and steady principle of justice in the governing power, 
was alone capable of restraining. 


51. That at the same time, however, even a defective execution of the plan 
would be attended with some advantage. That the engagements which might 
be concluded would at least form a criterion by which to judge of the merits of 
complaints of oppression, to regulate demands, to afford relief, or to inflict 
punishment ; and that some foundation would be laid for the gradual improve- 
ment of the system of adininistration. That at all events, this Government 
discharged a positive duty, by employing its efforts for the correction of evils 
affecting its own interests, the interests of humanity and justice, those of the 
Vizier and his subjects, and the prosperity and tranquillity of his dominions ; 
and that Government preserved, by asserting and exercising it, that right o 
interference, which by disuse might prescriptively be lost or essentially impaired, 
and which if not on the present, might on some future occasion be efficiently 
exercised. 

52. These 
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52. These observations were follawad by directions conveying to she Resident 
some: latitude of deviation from the precise plan of arrangement recommended. 
to the Vizier, but requiring an adherence to its fundamental principles. 


53, Although the Governor-General in Council was aware that both the state 
of the Vizier’s country and his Excellency’s views and dispositions were entirely 
adverse to the success of a proposition for the introduction of that most efficient 
and bencficial of all systems of reform, a permanent settlement of the lana 
yevenue, yet his Lordship in Council deemed it advisable to state some remarks 
on its peculiar applicability to the condition of a government, which by its 
dependent connection with another was not subject to great occasional increase 
of charge by war, and the expenses of which, therefore, might themselves be 
considered as permanently fixed; and to express to the Resident our opinion, 
that it should be an object of our policy gradually to bring it about, and that 
Government could not employ the influence which it had a right to exercise over 
the affairs of Oude either more usefully or more woithily, than first in pro- 
moting the general improvement of the internal adininistration of that country 
(which was the purpose of the present measures), and subsequently in intro- 
ducing, if possible, at a proper season, that radical principle of prosperity, both 
to Government and people, the permanent settlement of its land revenues. 


54, The cause which induced the Governor-General in Council to abstain 
from recommending in the letter to the Vizier the establishment of regular 
tribunals of justice was then noticed to the Resident, with an intimation, how- 
ever, that as a system of — administation was intimately connected with 
the efficient operation of the proposed ariangement for the assessment and 
realization of the revenues, it was necessary that the Resident should be pre- 
pared, at aconvenient season, to urge this iinportant topic to the Vizier; and, 
with this view, the Governor-General in Couneil deemed it proper, in the 
instructions to the Resident, to trace the general outlines and principles of the 
system of judicial administration which should be recommended to his Excel- 
lency’s adoption, although little hope, it was observed, could be entertained 


that his Excellency would ever be induced to adopt it more than partially, 


to adopt it at all. 


55. For the details of this projected system which was founded on the 
general principles of the British laws and regulations, we beg leave to refer 
your Honourable Court to the record of the instructions to the Resident, which 
will be found as noted in the margin.* 


56. With regard to the two points on which the Resident had specifically desired 
the orders of Government, he was informed that his advice and remonstrances 
to the Vizier on both those points were entirely approved, and he was directed 
to renew his representations under the express sanction of Government. It 
was observed, at the same time, that our right to demand the adoption of more 
just and lenient proceedings, with regard to the unfortunate family of Almass 
Alee Khan, than those which his Excellency had hitherto pursued, was more 
questionable than that which we possessed, and were bound indeed by every 
obligation of justice to exercise, of securing the family of the late Tufuzzool 
Hoosein Khan from the effects of his Excellency’s disposition to injure their 
condition; and the Resident was therefore directed distinctly to signify to the 
Vizier, that the British Government considered itself as the guarantee of their 


rights derived from his predecessor, and could not acquiesce in any violation of 
em, | 


57. Before we notice the Resident's reports of his proceedings under the 
foregoing instructions, it is proper to advert to the substance of his interme- 
late communications received subsequently to the despatch of those instrucs 
tons, the execution of which was necessarily delayed until the Resident's 
Teceipt of the Governor-General’s letter to the Vizier, the preparation. of 

which in the Peraian language occupied a considerable time. ~ 
58. Lhose 


* Consultations, 20th December 1810. 
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58. ‘Those communications will be found recorded a¢ per margin. . They 
report the successful: progress of the peaceable surrender and. destruction of 
the fortresses in the districts of Purtaubgurh and Dalmow, the consequence 
not only of the imposing presence of the force under the command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, but of the faith reposed inthe proclamatian issued 
at the suggestion of the Resident, as already described. Bat the confidence 
of the Zemindars in the wise and lenient measures announced in tlhe ‘procla. 
mation appears to have been disturbed, and the obligation of that instrument 
to have been violated by the proceedings of Mohummud Ashruf (whose 
conduct has already been substantially noticed) in the temporary settlement 
of the districts to which he was deputed. His conduct was represented to 
the Resident by Lieutenant-Colonel Paltner in the following terms :— 


« I am under the painful necessity of making known to you, that contrary 
*‘ to the tenor of the Vizier’s doclasnidion that the lands in this province 
‘«‘ shall be assessed at such reasonable rates as to render the payment of the 
revenues easy to the subject, his Excellency’s agent, Mohummed Ashruf, 
has lately, in various instances which have come to my knowledge, 
imposed the most burthensome and highest possible terms on many of the 
Zemindars; and I have the mortification to perceive, that the presence of 
the British detachment under my command is made use of solely, though 
under other pretences, to intimidate such persons as venture a remonstrance, 
into an agreement to conclude a settlement at the most’ exorbitant rates. 


‘¢ The obvious consequences of which behaviour of the commissioner are a 
renewal of those discontents which have so long prevailed, and which the 
assurances contained in his Excellency’s proclamation in a great measure 
caused to subside, a total distrust in such proclamations in future, and the 
difficulty which will attend the collection of the Revenue, if the payment of 
“ it should not be altogether refused or evaded.” 


59. His Excellency the Vizier, at the instance of the Resident, issued instruc- 
tions to Mohummud Ashrvf, directing him to abstain from demanding excessive 
rates of revenue; but we are compelled to admit the belief, that the conduct of 
that officer had the private sanction of his Excellency himself, who while pro- 
fessing to act in conformity to the Resident’s advice, and at this very time giving 
him reason to expect the early receipt of a scheme of a triennial settlement for 
the districts to which Mohummud Ashruf was deputed, which however has 
never been furnished, was very capable of promoting measures of an opposite 
tendency. 


60. The communications frem the Resident to which we have above referred, 
also report the extension of disorders to the district of Toudo, and the con- 
sequenc necessity of directing a detachment of the British troops to proceed 
into that district, for the purpose of quelling them and of destroying the forts. 
Disturbances, also, nearly at the same time, broke out inthe districts of Jug- 
deespore. Qn this subject the Resident stated the following observations, 
which we cite as being calculated, in conjunction with the facts and circum- 
stances already noticed, to elucidate the character of the Vizier’s administration 
and his Excellency’s personal disposition. 


“ Tt is worthy of particular remark, that the district of Jugdeespore is one of 
*« those which were long under the management of the late Almass Alee Khan, 
‘‘ and recently farmed by his adopted son, Mirza Jan; and that the present 
‘* farmer, Hyder Alee, is the grandson of a person named Fyzoollah, who was 
‘* treasurer to the late Almass Alee Khan, and is now under personal restraint, 
“ on a vague suspicion of his possessing some portion of the wealth of Almass. 


“ That his Excellency the Vizier has in his view the appropriation of all the 
‘‘ wealth of Fyzoollah, either by the measures of personal rigot which are now 
‘ practised against the unfortunate treasurer himeelf, or by the process © 
‘* imprisonment and confiscation to be hereafter pursued against his grandson 


‘* for failure in his enpagements as: an Aumil, cannot reasonably be ee 
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and that the supposed wealth of Fyzoollah, and not the capacity of Hyder 
« Afee for the trust which is now in his hands, was the cause of this Aumil’s 
* nomination, is, in my mind, an. unquestionable fact.” 


61. In replying to the Vizier’s application for the employment of the British 
troops to suppréss the disorders in Jugdeespore, the Resident observed to his 
Excellency, that as the Aumil of that district was one of those persons against 
whose nomination to the charge of the district which he farmed the Resident 
had some time since remonstrated to his Excellency.in earnest terms, on the 
grounds of his unfitness for the office, and as there was every reason to believe 
that the disturbances excited in Jugdeespore had arisen from the Aumil’s mis- 
management, the employment of the British troops on that occasion might, with 
apparent justice, have been delayed til] a due investigation had taken place into 
the causes of these commotions; yet, as it appeared that the Zemindars had 
rebelliously opposed the Aumil and killed and wounded several of his Excel- 
lency’s subjects, the Resident considered their punishment to be necessary, and 
had issued instructions accordingly. 


62. Your Honourable Court will observe in the circumstances above detailed, 
an additional instance of a requisition (and the necessity of complying with it) 
for the aid of the Company’s troops in suppressing disorders, which the vices of 
the Vizier’s system of management, combined with the unfortunate propensities 
of his Excellency’s disposition, have alone occasioned; and your Honourable 
Court will infer from it the urgency of the motives which demanded an effort, 
on the part of your Governinent, to effect a reform of the existing adminis- 
tration. 


63. We now proceed to advert to the Resident’s discussions and corres- 
pondence with the Vizier on the subject of the general refurm of the adiminis- 
tration, as recommended in the Governor-General’s letter. 


64. It would be impracticable, without transcribing the greatest part of the 
documents on this subject, to represent the whole scope of the extensive and vex- 
atious discussions which, both verbally and in writing, took place on this 
occasion between his Excellency the Vizier and the Resident: but it is necessary 
to notice the principal points of those discussions, with a view to exhibit the 
temper and disposition of his Excellency’s mind, and to elucidate the progress 
and result of this arduous, but, as we have too much reason to apprehend, unsuc- 
cessful negotiation. 


65. The Resident having read to his Excellency the Governor-General’s letter 
stating such comments and observations as the occasion required, the Vizier 
stated generally to the Resident that he was disposed tu acquiesce in the Gover- 
nor-General’s suggestions to the utmost practicable extent; adding, that he 
would bestow the most deliberate attention on all the topics of that letter, 
making his remarks on each, and would convey those remarks to the Resident 
In writing, for consideration and discussion, before his Excellency prepared his 
reply to it. . 


66. This intention the Vizier accordingly fulfilled. In the paper which he 
transmitted to the Resident he expressed generally, as he had verbally, his dis- 
position to accede to the Governor-General’s proposition relative to a reform of 
the administration, to be carried into cffect in the manner prescribed by treaty, 
but referred to the Resident for the mode in which the particular system recom- 
mended by the Governor-General was to be accomplished, adverting to the 
difficulty of ascertaining the real assets and resources of the country, of pro- 
curing trustworthy and capable persons to whom the charge of the several dis- 
tricts should be committed, and of remedying the contingency of the misconduct 
Or incapacity of the persons selected, of investigating the proceeds of the 
several districts with a view to fix their amount by guaranteed engagements, 
which engagements, however, his Excellency promised to cause to be executed, 
when, with the Resident’s advice, he should have ascertained the actual proceeds 
of the several districts, expressing a resolution to punish those who should 
deviate from such engagements when formed : all which points were specified 
in the plan of reform recommended by the Governor-General, and on which his 
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Political Letter Excellency evidently commented in a spirit of resistance to the arrangement 


pee proposed to.his adoption, while he professed his consent to it. 


Semarang, 


67. On the subject of the imprudent and ruinous arrangement adopted by the 
Vizier with regard to the country formerly under the management of Almass 
Alee Khan, which was specially riticad in the Governor-General’s letter, 
his Excellency stated some remarks tending to justify that arrangement on 
the grounds of usage; desiring, however, that if it were determined, with or 
without a good cause, to alter the existing system, the Resident would point out 
such a manner of carrying this change into effect as might tend to his Excel- 
lency’s reputation, to the increase of the revenue of his Government and the 
prosperity of his subjects at large, and ut the same time might not be contrary to 
the engagements already entered into by his Excellency, so as in any degree to 
affect his reputation or cause pecuniary loss. 


68. On the question of relieving the condition of the dependants of the 
late Almass Alee Khan, the Vizier merely observed, that as the Governor-Gene- 
ral had issued particular instructions to the Resident on that subject, he should 
he prepared to give an answer whenever the Resident might renew his represen- 
Cations. 


69. On the subject of Tujummool Hoosen Khan’s jagier his Excellency was 
totally silent. 


70. The Resident prefaced his answer to the Vizier’s remarks by adverting to 
the total failure of the measures which, with so much labour and discussion, had 
been pursued for the settlement of the districts of Purtaubgurh, &c. with the 
exception only of the reduction of the fortresses; adding, however, that as the 
means by which the future good order, not only of those districts, but of the 
whole of his Excellency’s dominions, were now under consideration, the Resident 
proceeded to submit arrangements for that purpose, in the form of replies to his 
Excellency’s remarks. 


71. The Vizier had declared generally his acquiescence in the Governor-General’s 
propositions, and his resolution to depute Ameens into his districts, as a measure 
preparatory to the accomplishment of the proposed arrangement. The Resident, 
therefore, observed that it was necessary first to consider to what places the 
Ameens should be deputed, and what duties they should be required to perform : 
that, in the first place, it was indispensable that a division of his Excellency’s 
dominions into four or five Zillahs or general departments, and then a subdivision 
of those Zillahs into districts, yielding an annual revenue of from one to three 
Jacs of rupees, should immediately take place: That an upright intelligent 
Ameen should be selected for each of those districts : that when his Excellency 
had madc the selection he should inform the Resident of their names and charac- 
ters, in order that he also might investigate their characters, and submit his 
opinion of their qualifications for his Excellency’s consideration, after which 
they should be ordered to proceed into their respective districts, to act according 
to instructions, of which the Resident proposed to submit a draft for his Excel- 
lency’s approval. 


72. In reply to the Vizier’s remark regarding the impracticability of ascer- 
taining the true revenue and resources of his country, the Resident observed 
that this would form the grand object of the deputation of the Ameens, which 
would produce the necessary information. The Resident then proceeded to 
describe the duties of the Ameens with reference to the attainment of that pri- 
mary object. 


73. In answer to the Vizier’s remarks on the difficulty of finding upright 
and intelligent men to perform the duties of Ameens, the Resident referred that 
difficulty to the unhappy system of administration that had so long ae in 
his Excellency’s dominions, to the instability of employment under his Govern- 
ment, and to the danger of personal dishonour as well as confiscation of pro- 
perty which attended it; observing, that when these obstacles should be removed 
by the reform of the administration, his Excellency would find many able and 


upright men desirous of employment in his service: that in the Ceded — 
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the native officers employed by the British Government were originally subjects 
of his Excellency, yet having confidence in the Government they discharged 
their duties with zeal and fidelity ; and that the same effect would be produced 
by the operation of the same cause in his Excellency’s reserved dominions: 
that the proofs of the integrity and capacity of the Ameens would appear from 
the mode in which they executed the duties to be assigned to them, and that those 
only should be appointed Tehsildars or collectors whose conduct as Ameens should 
be approved of. This observation had reference to that part of the Governor- 
General’s plan which recommended the appointment of collectors to each Zillah 
with fixed salaries, as in the Company’s provinces. 


74. The Resident took advantage of his reply to that article of the Vizier’s 
paper which stated his intention of causing engagements to be taken, as recom- 
mended by the Governor-General, and of punishing those who deviated from 
them, to introduce the subject of establishing regular courts of justice ; observ- 
ing, that when a satisfactory settlement of the land revenue should be concluded, 
and when the appointment of capable collectors in all the districts should have 
taken place, he should earnestly recommend to his Excellency the establishment 
of an efficient police and of a court of justice in each Zillah, that so a separa- 
tion of the department of the collections from that of civil and criminal justice 
might take place, adding, also, some remarks un the beneficial operation of this 
principle. 


75. The Resident entered into some detail of discussion in replying to his 
Excellency’s remarks on the system of management prevailing in the extensive 
districts formerly under the charge of Almass Alee Khan. After noticing the 
ruinous consequences of that system, and the benefits to be expected from the 
change, recommended by the Governor-General, the Resident adverted parti- 
cularly to the apprehension expressed by the Vizier of a breach of his engage- 
ments with the farmers of those districts being the consequence of the proposed 
change. On this point the Resident observed, that having originally remon- 
strated with his Excellency against those engagements before they were entered 
into with the farmers, having repeatedly and earnestly represented to his Excel- 
lency the ruinous consequences which they would produce, and the failure of 
his representations having occasioned the Governor-General’s 1emonstrance on 
the subject, it followed that his Excellency’s perseverance in the formation of 
those engagements, in opposition to the counsels of the British Government, 
was a violation of his engagements with that Government; and the Resident 
referred to his Excellency to decide which of the two considerations was 
most important, a departure from his engagements with the farmers, or a depar- 
ture from his engagements with the Company. The former, he observed, if 
productive of loss to the farmers might easily be repaired without injury to his 
Excellency’s reputation, whereas a breach of his engagements with the Com- 
pany might be productive of the most ruinous effects, and an adherence to them 
must be beneficial in every respect. 


76. In answer to that article of the Vizier’s remarks which related to the 
dependants of the late Almass Alee Khan, the Resident adverted to his former 
representations on that subject, and to the orders which, in consequence of the 
failure of those representations, he had received from the Governor-General in 
Council to urge his Excellency’s attention to them; and concluded his detailed 
observations on the subject by renewing the request he had formerly ineffectually 
preferred, that his Excellency would furnish him with a statement of the demands 
against Mirza Jan and of the several exemptions which that person pleaded, 
that the Resident might be enabled to form an accurate judgment on the case, 
and then to suggest to his Excellency what might appear to be most advisable 
for the recovery of the just dues of the State. 


77. The Resident terminated his remarks on the Vizier’s paper by noticing 
his omission of the subject of Tujummool Hoosein Khan’s jagier, and after 
stating some remarks on that question , by earnestly requesting his Excellency 
to reinstate him in the jagier. 


78. The Resident delivered to the Vizier the paper containing his replies, as 
above described, and subsequently transmitted to him drafts of a prec neee 
addressec 


Political Letter 
from Bengal, 
15 Oct. 1811. 


prima Letter 
rom Bengal 
15 Oct. 1811, 


cna 


760 OUDE PAPERS. 


addressed to the revenue officers, Zemindars, and peasantry of each district, and 
of instructions to the Ameens proposed to ‘be:deputed ‘inte each. The purport 
of the former was to the following effect :—-A statement of the evils of the 
tarming system, and a declaration of its perpetual abolition and the introduction 
of a system of assessment and collection, calculated to remedy the abuses and 
evils of the former; the deputation of Améens for the purpose of investigating 
the assets and condition of the country, as preparatory to the establishment of 
the improved system, with a description of their duties, and a requisition to the 
persons addressed to attend the Ameens and furnish them with the necessary 
information and documents. 


79. The instructions proposed for the Ameens consisted of six articles, the 
general substance of which it is proper to state, in order to shew the nature of 
the arrangement recommended by the Resident for the reform of the system of 
assessment and collection. They were prefaced by an exhortation to integrity 
and diligence, and an assurance that, in the event of the Ameen’s able and 
upright discharge of the duties now committed to his charge, he should be 
appointed a Tehsildar of some Zillah with a suitable salary and establishment, 
and should never be dismissed without sufficient cause. 


The first article of the instructions referred to the proclamation and prescribed 
the mode of giving it currency. 


The second article related to the principal object of the duty of Ameens, that 
of ascertaining the real state and condition of the purgunnah committed to his 
charge ; observing, that this could alone be accomplished by his obtaining pos- 
session of all the revenue papers having reference to preceding years, and a list 


of the papers so to be obtained was inserted under this article. 


The third article contained an injunction to the Ameen to respect the rights 
of the Zemindars, and to make his arrangements with them as the persons natu- 
rally interested in the soil, in contradistinction to farmers, whose interests 
were unconnected with the internal prosperity of the country, and to investi- 
gate cases of disputed right to a zemindary, transmitting the documents on 
the subject for the decision of the Vizier. 


The fourth article required the Ameen to inspect the engagements concluded 
by the farmers (under the general farming system) with the Zemindars and undci- 
renters, and to enforce the just demands of the Aumils, agreeably to the caboo- 
Jeat and pottah, or engagement, and deed of Jease, and intimated that it was 
particularly desirable that no just balances should remain after a certain specified 
date, when the collections of the current year were to cease. 


The fifth article required the Ameen to proceed to visit every village and 
estate in the district committed to his charge, for the purpose of asceitaiing 
the quantity and quality of the lands, the condition and character of the land- 
holders and others, comparing their assets and means with the amount of the 
present jumma, and adopting various other specified measures with a view to 
the triennial settlement of the whole of the Vizier’s dominions, which, as declared 
in this article, his Excellency had resolved to introduce from the commencement 
of the ensuing year, that is the middle of September 1311. 


The sixth article described the rate of allowances to be granted to the Ameen 
during the continuance of his duty as such, which would, of course, terminate 
with the introduction of the new system, when, if his conduct had been correct, 
he would be appointed collector of a Zillah with a suitable salary. 


80. After some intermediate correspondence with the Vizier, relative to that 
article of the Resident's replies, in which he had ascribed to the Vizier a breach 
of treaty, and which his Excellency earnestly desired the Resident to modify, & 
request with which the Resident so far complied as to alter the terms without 
departing from the substance of the charges, the Resident received from the 
Vizier a paper containing his answers to each point of the Resident's observations 
and propositions. . 

81]. The 
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81. The present report of the progress of this negotiation requires that we 
should state the substance of that paper, which the Resident, in his report to us, 
termed a truly extraordinary document. 


82. The Vizier began by a very unsatisfactory explanation of the causes which 
had defeated the projected settlement of the districts of Purtaubgurh, &c., but 
of which it is unnécessary to state the details. 


83. In reply to that article of the Resident’s paper which proposed the 
division and subdivision of his Excellency’s country into districts, and the 
appointment of an Ameen to each, the Vizier observed, most irrelatively, that 
in the month of March he had issued orders to two of his sons and “to the other 
“ officers, to search for and procure some upright and able candidates for the 
‘ situation of Ameens, who should first be sent to those districts which the 
‘¢ Resident considered in an unsettled state.” That the draft of instructions 
which the Resident had prepared should undergo personal discussion, and when 
the terms should be adjusted the instructions should be delivered; but that the 
Resident must first detail to his Excellency the necessary qualifications of 
Ameens, in order that persons so qualified might be sclected and appoiuted 
exclusively by his Excellency. 


84. In answer to that part of the Resident’s paper in which he stated the 
chief and ultimate duty of the Ameens to be to ascertain the new revenues and 
resources of the country, and described the mode of proceeding to be adopted 
by the Ameens with a view to that object, his Excellency merely stated that he 
should issue his orders to the Ameens agreeably to the Resident’s suggestions, 
but recommended actual measurement of the lands in preference to the collection 
of they papers of each village for ten years back, which the Resident had 
proposed. 


85. The Vizier entered into a defence of his own conduct and practice, in 
reply to the Resident’s remark that the want of upright and able men to fill the 
oflice of Ameen was to be ascribed to the vicious system of his Exccellency’s 
administration, and then suggested a modification of the Resident’s proposition 
of appointing the Ameens to be subsequently Tehsildars, by recommending the 
separation of those officers, or at least the nomination of the Ameens to be Tehsil- 
dars not in the districts where they had acted in the former capacity, but in some 
other. 


86. In reply to the Resident’s proposition relative to the future establishment 
of courts of justice, the Vizier explicitly and satisfactorily declared, that after the 
new system of assessment and administration of the revenue should have been 
carried into effect, an efficient police and a court of justice, as recommended, 
should be established. 


87. With respect to the total change of system in the districts formerly under 
tiie management of Almass Alee Khan, the Vizier observed, that what the 
Governor-General had recommended should certainly be carried into effect: that 
it was, of course, his Excellency’s particular desire that the population should 
encrease, that his subjects should be rendered happy and prosperous, that present 
and future loss should be guarded against, and that the revenues should annually 
cucrease; aud that if all those objects could be accomplished by the change of 
the present system, his Excellency had no objection to it. 


87 A. The Vizier’s reply to the Resident’s remarks on his Excellency’s imputed 
breach of treaty, by rejecting the counsels of the British Government, was in the 
following words: “ I have not, on the present occasion, done any thing unpre- 
: cedented or new, that you should have advised me to desist from it. What I 
. have done was in perfect conformity with the long-establislted usage of the 
, Country, against which no Resident at this Court has ever hitheito remon- 
: strated; and thanks be to God, that no bad effects have hitherto ariscn from 
those measures, neither would any objection have been made in Calcutta to 
“ those measures if you had not written on the subject; but your representations 
; have, of course, occasioued what has happencd. It mattcrs not. You will now 
. Consider ine as intent on carrying the new system into execution,” 
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88. Fo the Resident's observations ,velative to the case of Mirza Jan, his- 
Excellency replied by the extraordinary argument, that Mirza Jan and his- 
property were the property of Almass Alee Khan, and the latter himself belonged 
to his Excellency, and that consequently Mirza Jaa also was his Excellency’s 
property, and the Resident had no right to interfere; adding, however, that 
om a towards Mirza Jan shoukl be communicated to the Resident 
thereafter. 


89. In answer to the Restdent’s representation on the subject of Tujummool 
Hoosein Khan’s jagier, his Excellency urged his disinclination to grant jagiers 
and his desire to abridge their number, observing, that as his intention was 
mercly (o preserve his authority over the jagier in question, and as the clear 
revenue would be paid to Tujummool Hoosein Khan, there was no reason why it 
should not be managed by one of his Excellency’s Aumils. 


90. The Resident acknowledged the receipt of the document of which the 
substance has been described, but stated merely some general observations 
regarding the extraordinary nature of it, referring to a personal conference the 
discussion of its details. 


91. The Resident, in his despatch enclosing copies of the above-described 
documents, reported at length the tenor of his personal communication with the 
Vizier on the subject of that last mentioned. He represents himself first to have 
commented on the irregular form of that document, which it appeared had been 
sent without authentication and in a blank envelope, without address or super- 
scription; and then, after alluding to the solemn appeal to his Excellency’s 
justice and good faith contained in the reassert tend letter, and to his 
Excellency’s promise of deliberately discussing with the Resident the several 
points stated in that letter, to have called upon the Vizier to acknowledge or 
disavow the obligation imposed upon him by treaty, of carrying into cffect a 
reform of his administration, and to declare whether or not, in his Excellency’s 
own judgment, he had fulfilled, or even attempted to fulfil that obligation. If 
he had not, his Excellency was bound, he observed, to considcr the present 
remonstrance of the Governor-General in Council as a solemn demand for the 
fulfilment of a positive obligation, by adopting the plan of reform recommended 
to him by the British Government, with whose counsels he had engaged to 
conform, or by suggesting and carrying into execution some other plan of his 
own, which should be equally calculated to answer the purposes of that obli- 
gation, namely, to provide for the security and happiness of his subjects, and 
to relieve the Company’s Government from the extraordinary and disre- 
putable burden of supporting by force of arms an unjust and oppressive 
administration. 


92. The Resident then proceeded to comment on the manner in which his 
Excellency had met the Governor-General’s propositions; observing, that his 
Excellency, instead of declaring his cordial acquiescence in the general plan of 
reform recommended to him by the British Government, and of manifesting 
that acquiescence by an immediate and cheerful assent to the measures which 
the Resident had suggested, had purposely omitted to notice a few of the most 
important of those measures to which no plausible objection could be formed, 
had made frivolous objections to others for the obvious purpose of protracting 
unimportant discussion and procrastinating the work of reform, had stated some 
extraordinary assertions, the inaccuracy of which was well known, and had 
evinced, by the whole tenor of the document in question, a resolution to evade 
at least, if not to resist, the salutary counsels of the Governor-General in 
Council, conveyed to him in the language of friendship and in the terms of 
existing treaties, which were equally binding on both, and a departure from 
which on one part, might exonerate the other from a responsibility essential 
to the existence of his Government and to the exercise of his Excellency’s 
authority. 


98. These, and further similar observations having made a considerable 
impression on his Excellency’s mind, and having produced from his Excellency 


an assurance of his sincere intention to abide .by his engagements with the 
Company, 
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Company, a3 well as to withdraw from the document under discussion all such 
expressions and remarks as the Resident might now shew to be inconsistent 
= that assurance, the Resident, proceeded to discugs the Vizier’s several 
replies. 


94, It is mot necessary to notice particularly the Resident’s observation om 
the first topic of the Vizier’s paper, that which related to the failure of the 
project of settlement in the districts of Purtaubgurh, &c. It is sufficient to 
state, that the Resident deduced from the failure of all the various measures 
employed on that occasion, supported, too, by a large detachment of British 
troops, the existence of some radical evils in the system of his Excellency’s: 
administration, and the necessity of a total change in that system, in the manner 
suggested by the Governor-General. 


95. On the next point, the appointment of Ameens, the Resident remarked 
his Excellency’s total silence on the two important and indispensable prelimi- 
nary measures which the Resident had originally suggested to him, namely, 
the division and subdivision of his dominions into districts, and the selection 
and appointment of Ameens with the Resident’s advice and concurrence. He 
observed that, on the question of appointing the Ameens, his Excellency had 
merely referred, in general terms, to orders issued the preceding month to his 
sons: that his Excellency had further (apparently for no other purpose than 
procrastination) required the Resident to repeat to him in detail the quali- 
fications of proper Ameens, although those qualifications were sufficiently 
described in the Governor-General’s letter, and amply enlarged upon by the 
Resident in his replies to the Vizier’s original remarks on that letter. That his 
Exeellency had finally declared his desire of restricting the deputation of 
Ameens to a few particular districts which the Resident should consider to be 
ina state of disorder, forgetting that the Governor-General in Council had 
described the whole of his Excellency’s dominions as labouring under a 
baneful system of assessment and collection, to which no reinedy but a complete 
and radical change could be applied. 


96. Under these circumstances, the Resident deemed it his duty to call upon 
his Excellency distinctly to declare, whether he declined or consented to the 
division and subdivision of his dominions in the manner suggested, and to the 
subsequent deputation of an Ameen to every district, giving previous informa- 
tion to the Resident of the characters and qualities of the Ameens, with the 
view of enabling him to judge of their fitness and capacity for the trust to be 
seposed in them. 


97. To these two propositions his Excellency after some deliberation signified 
his assent, reserving only for future discussion the proposal of the Resident’s 
being previously informed of the character and qualities of the Ameens, and 
of his being entitled to a voice in their nomination; which proposal, it 
appeared, his Excellency considered as inconsistent with the provisions of treaty, 
a point which the Resident combated, but finally left to future discussion. 


98. The Resident’s observations on the two succeeding topics of the Vizier’s 
paper do not require particular notice. With regard to the next, of the esta- 
blishments of courts of justice, the Resident expressed his satisfaction at the 
assurance which his Excellency had afforded on that subject, and stated, that 
he should be prepared in due season to submit to his Excellency such suggestions 
regarding it as the importance of the subject required. 


99. The Resident then proceeded to advert to the Vizier’s dental of the 
Resident’s right to interpose his counsel and remonstrances respecting the 
‘management of the extensive lands formerly under charge of Almass Alee Khan, 
demonstrating, by reference to the words of existing engagements, the right of 
the British Government to interpose its advice “ in all affairs connected with 
“ the ordinary government of his Excellency’s dominions and with the exercise 
** of his Excellency’s established authority,” and the confirmation and approval 
of the Resident's counsels and remonstrances on the subject in question, as 
expressed in the Governor-General’s letter to the Vizier, deducing from his 
Excellency’s absolute rejection of this authorized counsel, the imputation of a 
direct 
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eagagemants, which boundhim tedttest to theudvi 
of! the British Goveramens. Tho. Rehidentahen selerredanShawractioned she 
iatives ab the feust of Lucknow ducing. the timmet.tha late Anul 
-Dowlah, to pseveshat,the specids of interference: of which. bia, Excelleany 
denied the right had ever been emercised, and poling eut.cie particular 
urgency and neceasity of that interference with respect to the districts in ques. 
tion, and demonstrating it to be a case to which the provisions of the treaty 
respecting the offer and acceptance of advice were peculiarly applicable. 


100. In answer to that partof the Vizier’s paper which reproached the Resident 
with being the cause of the remenstranccs and propositions his, Excellenty. had 
lately received from the Governor-General, the Resident merely observed that this 
reproach could be considered in no other light thar as a proof of the conscien- 
tious discharge of his duty to both States, in having faithfully reported hia.pro- 
ceedings at his Excellency’s Court, and that he felt persuaded of receiving 
his Excellency’s justice and candour, at some future period, the most ample credit 
for his motives in every stage of those proceedings and discussions, which had 
now excited his Excellency’s reproach. The Vizier, in reply, offered to with- 
draw this article of bis remarks altogether; an offer which, however, the Resi- 
dent declined, with the exception of the particular words, ‘‘ that you should have 
“ advised me to desist from it,” which the Resident desired might be expunged. 


101. At the same conference the Resident pleaded in a very forcible manner 
the cause of Tujummool Hoosein Khan, and finally succeeded in obtaining 
his Excellency’s unqualified consent to the iestitution of the jagier. 


102. At the conclusion of the conference, the Vizier requested the Resident 
to furnish him with a draft of the several alterations which he required in the 
other articles of his Excellency’s paper. ‘This was accordingly done, and the 
alterations proposed by the Resident substantially were: a declaration of his 
Excellency’s concurrence in the division and subdivision of his country, and in 
the deputation of Ameens possessing, if possible, all the requisite qualities, to 
all the districts, his Excellency furnishing them with the mstructions and procla- 
mations proposed by the Resident, modified only ia such manner as should be 
mutually agreed upon after consultation: that the rigorous measuies hitherto 
adopted with respect to Mirza Jan should cease, and a statement of the just 
balances against him should be sent for the Resident's investigation. 


103. The Vizier’s reply to the Resident’s paper of proposed alterations was 
far from being satisfactory. His Excellency signifted his consent to take into 
consideration the draft of instructions to the Ameens proposed by the Resident, 
rejecting after discussion such parts as his Excellency might not approve. He 
consented, also, to a division of bis countiy into districts, in the manner that 
might be determined by mutual consultation, and to the deputation of Ameens 
to all the districts; but his Excellency decidedly objected to the Resident's 
having any voice in the selection of them, on the giound of its being a supei- 
session of authority. 

104, The Vizier assented to the Resident’s proposition relative to Mirza 
Jan, but insisted on retaining the assertion contained in his former paper, that 
Mirza Jan was his property, and that the Resident had no right to interfere in 
the case. The Vizier further retained bis anterior observations relative to the 
justification of the resumption of the jagier of Tujummool Hoosein Khan, 
although he at the same time declared the restitution of it in compliance ‘with 
the Governor-General’s desire. ER 

105. In consequence of the receipt of this ungatisfactory reply, the Resident 
obtained another conference with the Vizier; at which, after acknawledging 
that all the important measures which the Resident bad suggested, afder the 
instructions e the Governor-General in Council, had beea aagentad to, with 
the exception of that which related to the Resident's peryeipatich n the 
selection of Ameens, the Resident remonstratad an his Skcelenay’s. pest: 
ing, contrary to promise, in retaining in Ags ame ties ‘the Whole, o the 
exceptionable arguments to which the Resident had ohjected, at the fordier 
confereuce. a 

106. The 
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106. The Resident then repeated his former observations on those arau- 
ments, and the Vizier finally consented to withdraw them; expressing, how- 
ever, his reluctance to abandon those which related to Mirza Jan, whom he 
persisted in considering as his slave and property, a position which the Resi- 
dent combated with great force and justice. 


107. The Resident then proceeded to the discussion of the only point 
remaining unsettled, namely, his Excellency’s refusal to admit of the Resident’s 
participation in the selection of Ameens. On this topic the Resident entered 
into great detail, concciving it essential to the success of the projected reform, 
and to be a point of obligation involved in the provisions of the treaty. 


108. The Vizier, however, continuing inflexible on this point, although he 
waved any replies to the Resident’s arguments, the latter found it necessary to 
refrain from further urgency, and signified his intention of referiing the ques- 
tion to our determination. 


109. The Resident then submitted for his Mxcellency’s consideration a few 
questions, proceeding on the supposition of his choice and appointment of 
Ameens without the Resident’s previous knowledge or concurrence. Was it 
his Excellency’s intention, the Resident enquired, not only to exclude him 
from a participation in the choice of the Ameens and collectors, but to keep 
him, as heretofore, in ignorance of the proceedings of those officers? Did his 
Excellency intend, as formerly, to convey to him detached and desultory 
papers and articles of intelligence transmitted by venal news-writers in the pay 
of his several Ameens, and to withhold from him every paper of importance 
or authentic document, on the ground that it had not or could not be prepared, 
or that hts Excelleney himself considered it as unsatisfactory ? And did his 


Excellency continue to entertain the wish, or indulge the vain expectation of 
receiving the support of the Buitish troops to the proceedings and demands of 
his Ameens and Tchsiiturs under the new system, as to those of his farmers of 


revenue under the oid, without satisfying the Resident, or enabling him to 
satisfy himself, of the propriety and justice of those proceedings and demands ? 
If such, the Resident observed, were his Excellency’s designs, it was now his 
duty to undeceive him, and to caution him, in a manner the most solemn, 
against the fallacy of such expectations; adding, that the repeated and posi- 
tive instructions of his Government precluded his compliance with any future 
requisition for the aid of the British troops, till entircly satisfied of the justice 
and expediency of the measures which those troops might be required to 
support. 


110. The Resident, in his report of this conference, stated that the Vizier 
was visibly affected by the foregoing remarks, and that after some further con- 
versation his Excellency took down in writing the terms of an agreement 
respecting the conduct of Ameens and Tehsildars, which he promised to 
insert as a qualification of his Excellency’s rejection of the Resident’s original 

roposal, declaring at the same time with earnestness, that it never was his 
intention to withhold from the Resident any information that he might desire, 
but that the conduct of his officers had frequently been such as to prevent his 
deriving or conveying satisfactory information of their proceedings. 


111. This intention his Excellency carried into effect by the transmission 
of a paper of amended replies, the substance of which was, that all the pro- 
ceedings of the Ameens, and copies of the several papers which they might 
transmit to his Excellency, should be explained and forwarded for the Resi- 
dent’s information, and that the Resident’s opinion of those proceedings and 
papers, after investigation and discussion with his Excellency, should guide the 
continuation of the Ameens or their dismission from their offices, and that 
copies of al] engagements whatsoever which might be received or entered into 
by the Tehsildars should be furnished for the Resident’s information. ‘These 
were the points proposed by the Vizier, as qualifications to his Excellency’s 
refusal to permit the Resident to have a voice in the selection and nomination 
of the Ameens. 

9 I 112. The 
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112, The first of those points the Resident admitted to be satisfactary ; but 
under the terms of the second, the Resident justly observed that he should 
possess no information regarding the proceedings of any of the Tehsildars until 
a commotion should have been excited in the country, and even then would 
only be apprized of the proceedings respecting such individual landholders, or 
others, as resisted the demands of the Tehsildars and were actually in a state of 
rebellion. 


113. In consequence of this representation, the Vizier finally modified the 
last-mentioned article, by engaging that the papers transmitted by the Ameens 
which might be ultimately approved with the advice of the Resident, should be 
given to the Tehsildars, with strict orders to abide by them in forming the 
settlement of the districts, and after the conclusion of the settlement to trans. 
mit all the original engagements of the Zemindars and renters which they 
might grant, to his Excellency, for the purpose of being recorded, keeping 
copies for their own guidance, and for all payments of revenue to grant 
receipts, that so, if at any future period a Tehsildar represent to his Excel- 
Fency the failure of Zemindars in their engagements, or their resistance to the 
authority of the ‘Tehsildars requiring troops to coerce them, the several engage- 
ments of the Zemindars might be ready for the Resident’s inspection ; so that, 
after satisfying himself of the rebellious conduct of the Zemindars, and their 
actual breach of their engagements, the Resident might take measures for their 
coercion and punishment. ; 


114. The Resident’s despatch from which the preceding report is taken will 
be found recorded as per margin.* 


115. For the better comprehension of the result of these discussions, which 
as before observed we have stated with a view to shew the temper and dispo- 
sition of the Vizier relatively to the proposed reform, it will be useful to insert 
m this place the Resident’s original remarks and propositions and the answers 
of the Vizier, in the form in which they were finally modified. 


»Resident’s Remarks and Propositions. 
P 


I have derived considerable satisfac- 
tion from the gencral tenor of your 
Excellency’s remarks on the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General’s 
letter, because they evince a convic- 
tion in your Excellency’s mind of the 
importance of a complete and imme- 
diate reform of the system of' assess- 
ment and realization of the revenue 
in your dominions, and a desire of 
obtaining information regarding the 
best practicable method of carrying 
that reform into effect. 


As itis by no means my wish or inten- 
tion to revive any former discussions of 
u disagreeable nature between us, or to 
suspend your Excellency’s attention to 
the future important arrangements by 
any retrospect of the past, I shall pass 
over in silence the remark with which 
your Excellency has commenced on 
this occasion, observing merely, with a 
reference to the conduct of your offi- 
cers in the districts of Sultanpore and 
Purtaubgurh, that the scheme of a 
triennial settlement for those districts, 
Which was the first and most essential 

requisite 


Vizier’s final Replies. 


With regard to what you have stated 
in the fist of those answers, namely, 
that the scheme of a settlement for the 
districts of Sultanpore and Purtaub- 
gurh, which was the first and most 
esscntial requisite towards a beneficial 
arrangement, &c. The case is this :— 
that the causes of the delay in trans- 
mitting a perfect scheme of settlement 
for the districts in question have 
already been explained to you, and 
that the non-arrival of a perfect scheme 
can only be ascribed to some of those 
causes. In the scheme which I re- 
ceived from the Aumils it is written, 
that a correct statement of diminution 
and increase In the jumma would be 
afterwaids furnished when the real 
assets were ascertained. I did not my- 
self consider that scheme as satisfactory, 
and accordingly told you so at one of 
our persoual interviews. <A document, 
therefore, which was considered as 
incorrect by myself; to what purpose 
should I send it to you’ With res- 
pect, again, to your observation of our 
not having received the jummabundy 
of any one village or estate, if a Lah 

¢ 


* Consultations, 8d May ; vide page 154. 
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requisite tawards a just and beneficial 
arrangement for the future manage- 
ment of the districts, as repeatedly and 
earnestly suggested by me, and as often 
promised by your Excellency, has not 
even yet been produced; and that 
although both your Excellency and | 
have been frequently told by your 
Aumils, and Mohummud Ashruf in 
particular, that a moderate assessment 
has been made, and an advantageous 
settlement concluded or nearly con- 
cluded, of all the districts under his 
charge, neither your Excellency nor I 
have yet been informed of the jumma 
of any one estate or village in the 
country, nor has a single revenue 
paper, of any description whatever, 
heen hitherto submitted by the Aumil, 
whose duty it unquestionably was to 
transmit copies of all the engagements 
of the Zemindars and vouchers of the 
statements in those engagements, for 
your Excellency’s knowledge and ap- 
probation, before the settlements were 
concluded. 


In short, I consider the districts of 


Purtaubgurh and Sultanpore, notwith- 
standing all that we have heard from 
Mohummud Ashruf and the Aumils, to 
be at this moment, and after all the trou- 
ble which they have occasioned to both 
your Excellency and me, with the ex- 
ception of the reduction of fortresses, 
which we owe entirely to the British 
troops, in a condition as far removed 
from good order and udvantageous sct- 
tlement as they were in the time of 
Hoolas Sing, But the measures by 
which the future good order of not 
these districts alone, but of the whole 
of your Excellency’s dominions, is to 
he restored and permanently established, 
are now in ourjoint contemplation, and 
to the delineation of those measures I 
shall therefore proceed immediately, 
and shall submit them for your Eaccl- 
lency’s consideration, in the form of 
answers to your remarks, 


Your Excellency, in the second of 
those remarks, has declared your ac- 
quiescence in my original proposal, that 
Ameens should be deputed to those 
districts, &c. 


Before proceeding, however, on the 
present occasion, to the adoption of 
this measure, let us first consider to 
what places the Aimeens shall be de- 
puted, and what duties they shall be 
required to perform. It appears to me 
to be indispensable that a division of 

your 


fect scheme of the settlement had 
arrived, the jummabundy would have 
doubtless been contained in it; and 
with regard to your remark, that 
notwithstanding Mohummud Ashrut’s 
and the other Aumil’s representations, 
&c. every paper conveying information 


of the conclusion, or appreaching con- 


clusion of the settlement of those dis- 
tricts which I have received, copies of 
them have invariably heen sent to you, 
because it is not my wish or desire to 
conceal any thing from you. 


In the second article you have stated 
that it is first necessary to consider to 
what places the Ameens shall be de- 
puted, &c. 


On the 18th of Suffer 1926 (15th 
March 1811) 1 issued orders to my 
beloved sons, Shums-ood-Dowlah and 
Nuseer-ood-Dowlah, and to the other 
officers of my Government, to search 
for and procure some upright and able 


candidates for the situation of Ameens. 
The 
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your Excellency’s dominions into four 
or five Zillahs, or general departments 
of proper extent, and then a subdivi- 
sion of those Zillahs into districts, 
yielding an annual revenue of from one 
to three lacs of rupees each district, 
be determined oo, and carried into exe- 
cution with the least practicable delay. 
Then let an upright and intelligent 
Ameen be selected! for each of those 
districts; and when your Excellency 
shall have made the selection, be pleased 
to inform: me of the names and charac- 
ters, as fay as known to you, of the per- 
sons thus to be employed in offices of 
so high importance, that I also may 
endeavour to investigate their charac- 
ters, and submit my opinion for your 
consideration ; after which let them be 
ordered to proceed to their districts 1¢- 
spectively, under written instructions 
fcr their guidance, a draft of which I 
shall have the honour of submitting for 
your approval. 


In 
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The draft of instructions tothe Ameens 
which you have furnished shall be at- 
tentively perused. Such parts as I may 
not approve after consulting with you 
shall be withdrawn from it, and final 
instructions shall then be prepared and 
delivered to the Ameens; and such 
division and subdivision of my domi. 
nions as you shall suggest, after discus- 
sion between us, shail be carried into 
immediate cffect, under my authority 
and by my officers: aud for this pura 
pose Raee-Dya-Krishen has already been 
summoned to the Presence, that the 
situation and extent of the several 
Zillahs and muhals, and the amount 
of the jumma of cach, may be ascer- 
tained from the records in his posses- 
sion; after which the division and sub- 
division shall take place, and Ameens 
possessing the qualities described in the 
Governor-Cieneral’s letter shall be de- 
puted by me to all the muhals. In 
short, the Ameens must be chosen 
and appointed by me, and the whole 
system must be established under my 
authority and by my officers, with your 
advice. But the mode which you 
have suggested for the appointment of 
Ameens cannot be acceded to by me; 
because, in this case, it would be 
necessary that after selecting proper 
persons tor the ofce, I should write to 
you to inform me who should be ap- 
es and who should not beappointed. 
ou will naturally approve some and 
reject others, and I shgpid be obliged 
to comply with your, suggestions on 
this point. Hence it is obvious, that 
the selection and appointment or rejec- 
tion of the Ameens would proceed 
under your authority, and that I should 
have no further power or authority in 
the matter, but merely those of inform- 
ing youand requiring your consent; and 
this circumstance being generally 
known, not one of the Ameens would 
be obedient to my orders or regard my 
authority. I can never, therefore, con- 
sent to the appointment of Ameens in 
a manner which would diminish my 
own authority; more particularly, as 
it is stipulated in the concluding part 
of the seventeenth article of the treaty 
concluded with the British Government 
in the time of Sir John Shore, that 
“ I shall possess full authority over my 
« household affairs, hereditary domi- 
‘* nions, my troops and my subjects 3” 
and in the sixth article of the Treaty of 
Cession, it is stated, that the Honour- 
able the East-India Company thereby 
‘* guarantee 
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“ guarantee to me, my heirs, and suc- 
‘* cessors, the possession of the terri- 
‘‘ tories which will remain after the 
‘* territorial cession, together with the 
“ exercise of mine and their authority 
‘ within the said dominions; and J en- 
‘‘ gage always to advise with, and act 
‘‘ in conformity to, the counsel of the 
“* officers of the said Honourable Com- 
** pany.” 

The Amecns having proceeded to 
their respective districts, all papers and 
documents relative to the scheme of a 
settlement, and of every other nature 
whatever which they may transmit to 
the Presence, shall be submitted to 
your investigation, and copies of them 
shall be furnished for that purpose ; 
after which, if the papers or procecd- 
ings of any Amecn shall appear to you 
to be improper, and you satisfy me of 
the impropriety of his proceedings, that 
Ameen shall be immediately dismissed, 
and another person shall be selected 
by me to succeed him. But if the pro- 
cecdings and papers of the Ameen 
shall be approved, he shall continue in 
employment and be appointed to some 
other district. 


“A 


Yurther, the papers transmitted by 
those Ameens which may be finally 
approved with your advice, shall be 
siven to the Tehsildars, with strict 
orders to abide by them in forming the 
settlement of the districts, and after 
the settlement is concluded, to trans- 
mit all the original engagements of the 
Malvoozars, such as ekrarnamah, ca- 
booleat, malzaminee, and hazirzaminee, 
with copies of the pottahs which they 
grant to the Picsence, for the purpose 
of being recorded, keeping copies for 
their own guidance, and for all pay- 
ments of revenue which are made, to 
grant dakhelahs or receipts under their 
seals, that so, 1f at any future period 
a Tchsildar represent to the Presence 
the failure of Zemindars in their en- 
gagements, or resistance to the autho- 
rity of the Tehsildars, requiring troops 
to coerce them, the several engagements 
of the Zemindars, which will then be 
on the records of the Governinent, may 
be ready for your inspection, and copies 
of them, with copies of the dakhelahs, 
shall accordingly be sent for your peru- 
sal, that after satisfying yourself of the 
rebellious conduct of the Zemindars, 
and their actual breach of their engage- 
ments, you may take measures for their 
coercion and punishment. 
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In the third article your Excellency 
has doubted the practicability of ascer- 
taining the true revenue and resources 
of your country, and has enquired how 
this is to be done, &c. 


The investigation and ascertainment 
of the revenue form the grand and sole 
object, and will prove to be the happy 
result of the deputation of Ameens, as 
I have suggested. The duty of those 
Ameens, as prescribed by the instruc- 
tions which I shall submit, will be to 
assemble and conciliate, in the first in- 
stance, the Chowdries, Canoongoes, 
and Putwarries of tlf several districts 
under their charge, and then to require 
from those officers the whole of the 
revenue papers of every village dis- 
tinctly, for a period of ten years, with 
the wasilbaukee accounts of the last and 
preceding years, and the scheme or 
register of the settlement for the year 
now drawing to a close. Those papers, 
after the minutest investigation which 
may be practicable, to be transmitted 
under the signature of the revenue 
officers, to the Presence, when your Ex- 
cellency and I shall consider them, and 
be enabled to form an accurate judgement 
of the real resources and assets of evcry 
district in your dominions. 


In the fourth article your Excellency 
has desired me to inforin you where 
intelligent and upright men are to be 
found. 


The absence or deficiency of such 
men as your Excellency has descitbed 
is, in my opinion, alone to be attributed 
to the unhappy system of the admi- 
nistration which has long prevailed tn 
your dominions, to the instability of 
employment under your Government, 
and to the danger of personal dishonour 
as well as confiscation of property 
which attends even temporary employ- 
ment. When these obstacles shall be 
happily removed by the improved sys- 
tem of your administration, your Excel- 
Jency will find many able and upright 
natives desirous of employment in your 
service. 


In the provinces which your Excel- 
lency ceded to the Honourable Com- 
pany, a majority, if not the whole, of 
the native officers employed by the 
British Government as Tehsildars, &c., 
were the subjects of your Excellency’s 
dominions, yet they, having entire con- 
fidence in the Government, performed 
their duties with diligence, fidelity, = 
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In the third answer you have stated 
that the duty of those Ameens will be 
to require from the Chowdries, Ca- 
noongoes, and Putwarries, the whole of 
the revenue papers, &c. 


I shall issue my orders to the Ameens 
agreeably to what you have suggested ; 
but I recommend that this measure be 
carried into effect by actual measure- 
ment of the cultivated and waste lands, 
and of lands capable of being culti- 
vated; in which case the exact measure- 
ment of the lands, as well as the 
amount of the jumma will be ascer- 
tained, and the boundaries of ‘villages 
will also be fixed, so as to preclude 
future claims or disputes among the 
Zemindars on questions of unsettled 
boundary. 


In the fourth answer you have stated, 
that the deficiency of men of abilities 
is, in your opinion, alone to be attri- 
buted to the present system of the ad- 
ministration in my dominions, to the 
instability of employment under my 
Government, and to the danger of per- 
sonal dishonour, &c. 


I have never broken my engagements 
nor retracted my promise in any way 
so as to create want of confidence in 
the people; on the contrary, many of 
the Aumils have broken their engage- 
ments with my Government, and I have 
knowingly put up with the loss and 
released them from confinement. With 
regard to those who are still confined, 
I have frequently required them, in the 
first instance, to liquidate their arrears, 
agreeably to the statements prepared by 
my officers, and afterwards to their 
own statements, giving credit for all 
their claims, nay, for more than they 
could justly require; yet, destitute of 
shame as well as honesty, they still re- 
tain the just dues of the Sirkar. 


You suggest that such Aineens as 
perform their duties properly shall hiere- 


after be appointed Tehsildars : but, in 
oe this 
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zeal, to the advantage and satisfaction 
of their employers. On the same prin- 
ciple, under ar improved system of ad- 
ministration for your Excellency’s do- 
minions, your Excellency may be per- 
fectly assured that many able and up- 
right men will be found to fill those 
offices under your Government, and | 
will cheerfully take it upon myself to 
procure as many as may be necessary. 
The proofs of their capacity and inte- 
grity, if possessing those qualifications, 
will hereafter fully appear upon an exa- 
mination of the documents which they 
transmit from their districts, respec- 
tively, to the Presence; and those only 
should, of course, be appointed Tehsil- 
dars whose conduct as Ameens should 
be approved of. 


In the fifth article your Excellency 
desires to be informed of the means 
of ascertaining the real state of the 
muhils. 


The real condition of the country 
will, I doubt not, be fully ascertained 
by the appointment of Ameens as I 
have suggested, and by thcir exertions, 
m the manner pointed out in my an- 
swer to the third artic, and in obc- 
dience to the instructions which [ shall 
furnish. 


Your Excellency has stated in the 
sixth article, that when, with my ad- 
vice, &c. 


Theintention which your Excellency 
has declared in this article is highly 
commendable; but the views of the 
British Government, as hinted at in 
the passage of the Governor-General’s 
letier, to which your Excellency has 
here referred, and detailed in his Lord- 
ship’s instructions to me, are still more 
extensive in their nature, and far «nore 
beneficial in their consequences, than 
your Excellency would appear to have 
conceived. When a satisfactory set- 
tlement of your Excellency’s land reve- 
nue shall be concluded, and when the 
appointment of capable Tehsildars in 
all the districts shall have taken place, 
the establishment of an efficient police 
and of a court of justice in each Zillah 
will be carnestly recommended to your 
Excellency, as a measure manifestly 
indispensable to give complete effect 
to the salutary arrangements which 
ptecedc, so that a separation and dis- 
tinction of the department of collection 
of revenue in all its branches, from that 
of the dispensation €f civil and crimi- 
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this case, if the Ameens be previously 
informed that after ascertaining the 
jumma of their Elakas (districts), and 
transmitting the’revenue papers for ten 
years with the wasilbaukee accounts 
of the revenue, they will be appointed 
to the office of Tehsildar it is probable 
that, for their own future advantage, 
they will knowingly lower the jumma 
and state less than the realamount. I 
therefore think it would be more ad- 
visable to separate the two offices en- 
tirely ; or, at all events, that no Aineen 
should be appomted Tchsildar in the 
Zillah in which he may have acted as 
Ameen. In this latter mode, the 
Ameens who are found to be deserving 
may still be rewarded, and the oppor- 
tunity for fraud may be prevented. 


No answer to this article on the 
part of the Vizier. 


In the sixth answer you have stated, 
that the views of the British Govern- 
ment, as hinted at in the Governor- 
General’s letter to my addiess, &e. 


After the new system of assessment 
and administration of the revenue shall 
be carried into effect, an efficient police 
aud a court of justice, as recommended 
by the Governor-General and by you, 
shall also be established by my orders, 


In 
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nal justice throughout the country, may 
take place, that the subjects of your 
Exccllency’s Government at large may 
have the gates of justice and redress of 
grievances open to them at all times, 
that the hand of oppression or extor- 
tian in the Aumils and collectors of re- 
venue against the landholders and pea- 
santry may be restrained, that the just 
demands of those Aumils and collectors 
against the landholders and peasantry 
may be enforced, if necessary, by the 
regular process of the law, and the re- 
venues of the Government may thus be 
duly realized, that the lives and pro- 
perty of the subjects may be protected, 
and the detection and punishment of 
thieves and plunderers may be insured. 


Your Excellency has stated in the 
seventh article of your remarks, that 
your measures with a reference to those 
districts have been in conformity with 
the established usage of the country, 
Ke. 


Although I have not heard that 
serious disturbances do actually exist 
in any other of those muh4ls than Jug- 
deespore, yet the ruinous conscquences 
of the present system of farming: are 
equally to be apprehended in all of 
then while that system shall prevail; 
and on this principle it is, that a total 
change of the system has been so ear- 
nestly recommended to your [xcel- 
lency bv the Right Honouable the 
Governor-General in Council, as abso- 
lutely necessary and indispensable to 
remedy the evils which exist. That 
the suggested reform will be produc- 
tive of those bencfits, will serve to 
increase your Excellency’s reputation, 
and greatly tend to the increase of youn 
revenue as well as to the welfare and 
prosperity of your subjects, cannot 
reasonably be doubted; and with re- 
gard to your Excellency’s apprehension 
of a breach of your engagements with 
vour farmers, it must be sufficient for 
me to remark, that having originally 
remonstrated against those engage- 
ments before they were entered into 
by the farmers, having repeatedly, and 
earnestly represented to your Excel- 
lency the ruinous consequences which 
they would produce, and the failure of 
my representations having occasioned 
the Govcrnor-General’s remonstrances 
on the subject, it follows that your Ex- 
cellency’s consignment of those mubals 
under the engagements which are now 
referred to was in direct opposition to 


my 
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In answer to the seventh article, you 
have stated, that to remedy the evils 
which at present exist, a total change 
of the system has been earnestly re- 
commended to me by the Governor- 
General, &c. 


What the Governor-General has re- 
commended shall certainly be carried 
into effect. It is, of course, my parti- 
ticular desire that the population of the 
country be increased, the happiness 
and prosperity of my subjects be pro- 
vided for, that present or future loss of 
revenue to the Sirkar be effectually 
guardcd against, and that the revenucs 
should yearly increase. If those ob- 
jects can be accomplished by the 
change of the present system it is well, 
and I have no objection whatever. 


With regard to what you have stated, 
that my apprehension of a breach of 
my engagements, &c. 


Praise be to God, that as yet no 
breach of engagements has ever been 
committed by me, nor can any take 
place hereafter. 


I have not, on the present occasion, 
done any thing unprecedented or new. 
What I have done was in perfect con- 
formity with the leapeitabtahed usage 
of the country, against which no Resi- 
dent at this Court had ever hitherto re- 
monstrated, and thanks be to God that 
no bad effects have hitherto arisen from 
those measures; neither would any ob- 
jection have been made in Calcutta to 
those measures if you had not written 
on the subject; but your representa- 
tions have, of course, occasioned what 
has happened. It matters not. You 
will now consider me as intent on car- 


rying the new system into execu On 
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my advice and to the counsels of the 
British Government, and consequently 
that your Excellency’s adherence to 
those engagements, or refusal to com~ 
ply with my suggestions of reform on 
the ground of them, would necessarily 
now imply (which God forbid) a depar- 
ture’ from your engagements with our 
Government. 


Under these circumstances, I leave 
it to your Excellency to judge which 
of the two considerations is the most 
important, A departure from engage- 
inents with those farmers, which were 
entered into contrary to my advice, or 
in other words, to the terms of your 
engagements with the Company, if 
productive of loss to the farmers may 
very easily be repaired without injury to 
your Excellency’s reputation ; whereas 
a breach of your engagements with the 
Company may be productive of the 
most ruinous effects, and an adherence 
to those engagements must be bene- 
ficial in every point of view. 


Your Excellency has stated in the 
eighth article, that as the Governor- 
General has transmitted particular in- 
structions, &c. 


The Right Honoural:lc the Gover- 
nor-General has left little for me to 
add to his own earnest intercession in 
behalf of the dependants of Almass. 


Your Excellency cannot but be aware 
of the nature of my original instruc- 
tions on this subject, which were issued 
on the death of Almass. In pursuance of 
those instructions, I have repeatedly 
and on various occasions had the honour 
of addressing your Ixcellency in favour 
of many of the dependants of Almass, 
more particularly after the death of 
Relhmut Alee Khan, in favour of his 
women, and after the dismission of 
Khanazad Khan (Mirza Jin), on the 
subject of the adjustment of his ac- 
counts and recovery of his demands 
from subordinate Aumils. Your Ex- 
cellency having been pleased to inform 
me on one of the occasions in ques- 
tion, and in answer to my earnest repre- 
sentation, that I had nothing whatever 
to do with the affairs or accounts of 
Mirza Jan, nor any title to address 
you in his behalf, it became my duty 
to report this discussion to the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in 
Council, who has been pleased to notice 
it in his Lordship’s letter to your Ex- 

cellency’s 
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In the eighth article you have re- 
quested me to furnish you with a state- 
ment of the demands against Mirza 
Jan and of the several exemptions 
which he pleads, &c. 


In compliance with the wishes of the 
Right Honourable the Governor-Ge- 
neral, which it is my duty and my in- 
clination to attend to, the troopers and 
others placed over Khanazad Khan 
have been withdrawn, and two Chu- 
prassies only are over him. A state- 
ment of the just balances against him 
shall be sent for your investigation. 
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prove my former representations on the 
subject, but to direct that the discus- 
sion be now renewed, under the ex- 
press sanction of his authority, and be 
carried on to a satisfactory conclusion, 
by the equitable adjustment of the 
balances which are claimed from this 
unfortunate Aumil, so as to encrease 
your Excellency’s reputation. 


You will, I trust, do me the justice to 
believe, that Iam by no means desirous 
of conducing to your Excellency’s loss 
in the adjustment of accounts with 
your Aumils; and my recovery, on a 
former occasion, by your Excellency’s 
particular desire, of the balances which 
were duc by Almass, is a proof of the 
sincerity of this assurance. I therefore 
take the liberty of suggesting, that 
your Excellency, as on the former 
occasion, will now also be pleased to 
furnish me with a statement of the 
demands against Mirza Jan, and of 
the several exemptions which he pleads, 
that I may be enabled to form an ac- 
curate judgment on the case, and then 
to suggest to your Excellency what 
may appear to be most advisable for 
the recovery of the just dues of the 
Sirkar. Your Excellency may be fully 
assured, that after inspecting the do- 
cuments which you may send to me 
and ascertaining the just amount of 
your demands, I shall be ready to sup- 
port those demands with all the influ- 
ence of my authority; and that, in the 
case of Mirza Jan’s refusal to dis- 
charge them, I shall myself submit to 
your Excellency the justice and expe- 
diency of his renewed and still more 
rigorous confinement. 


The foregoing are my detailed ob- 
seivations in answer to your Excel- 
Icncy’s remarks on the subject of the 
Governor-General’s letter. ‘The con- 
cluding paragraph of that letter, how- 
ever, which relates to Tujummool 
Hoosen Khan's jagier, having been 
passed over by your Excellency in 
silence, and I having in consequence, 
at our last peisonal interview, not 
only submitted my own sentiments on 
the subject, but also conveyed to you, 
in explicit though delicate terms, the 
sentiments of surprise and concern 
with which the Right Honourable the 
Goveinoi-General in Council had heard 
of the violation of rights considered as 
under the guarantee of his Govern- 

ment, 
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Although no injury nor loss could, 
in my opinion, arise to Tujummool 
Hoosein Khan from committing the ma- 
nagement of his jagier to an Aumil of 
my selection, yet, in compliance with 
the Governor-General’s desire, the ja- 
gier shall be restored to the Khan. 
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ment, I natufhlly expected as the re- 2G ; 

sult of those communications, that - eo 
your Excellency would have ordered , ae: 

Tujummool Hoosein Khan to resume a. 

the management of his jagier. Dis- o 
appointed in this expectation, Txtiow . 

most earnestly request that, from a 

consideration of the extraordinary 

claims of this family to the favour of 

both States, your Excellency will be 

pleased, without an further delay, to 

reinstate Tujummool Ifoosein Khan in 

the unmolested possession of his jagier, 

as an act of justice on the part of your 

Excellency, which cannot fail to be 

gratifying to the Right Honourable the 

Governor-Gencral in Council in the 

highest possible degree. 


116. In reply to the Resident's report of his proceedings, he received the 
commendation due to the zeal, judgment, and ability which he had certainly 
displayed in conducting these discussions; but he was informed, that the satis- 
faction we derived from the result of the negotiation, as far as it had hitherto 
proceeded, was qualified by the ieflection that the Vizier’s acquiescence in the 
main points of the proposed arrangement must be ascribed more to the energy 
and firmness with which the Resident had ur¢ed them, than to a cordial admis- 
sion on the part of his Excellency of the expediency of the suggested ineasures 
and to a sincere desire to cariv them into effect. “With reward. to the specific 
measures recommended by the Resident, it was observed to him that we con- 
sidered them to be gencrally judicious, and the most effectual that could be 
devised under the disadvantages arising from the inherent vices and defects of 
his Excellency’s Govertue.ent. That on one point alone we entertained con- 
siderable doubt; not, however, on the abstract ground of expediency, but upon 
that of public faith, as atfected by arcsumption of the farins before the expiration 
of the leases, and with or without the consent of the farmers.* That we were not 
entirely satisficd of the argument with which the Resident met the Vizier’s 
objection, founded on that very ground; because, admitting even the construc- 
tive violation of his engagements with the Company, which the Resident had 
maintained, ft it could not be considered to affect the validity ofa contract between 
the Vizier and his farmers, and that we therefore recommended, in all practicable 
rhe a compromise with the farmers, but in none a compulsory resumption of 
the farms. 


117. On the only essential article of the Resident's propositions to which the 
Vizier had ultimately withholden his consent, namely, the Resident’s participa- 
tion in the selection and appointment of Ameens, it was observed to him, that 
whatever might be our opinion with regard to the importance of this participa- 
tion, we approved his having yiclded the point; first, because some doubt might 
be entertained of the right of the British Governinent to insist upon having a 
voice in the appointment of the Vizicr’s officers, even for the execution of mea- 
sures prosecuted under the influence of its counsels; and secondly, because the 
object would, in some degrce, be obtained by the compromise{ to which his 
Excellency had assented. The Chief Secretary’s letter conveying the above 
and some additional remarks, will be found recorded as per margin.§ 


118. We now procecd to report the substance of the Resident’s communication 
of the further progress of his negotiations, from which we had the mortification 
to fihd our opinion of the Vizier’s real reluctance to the introduction of any 
effectual reform into the systein of his administration practically confirmed. 


119. It 
# Vide seventy-fifth paragraph of this despatch. +, Ibid. 
t Vide one hundred and thirteenth paragraph of this despatch. 
§ Consultations, 3d May, vide page 184. - 
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11g, Jt is nbt neceasary to follow the farther. argumentative correspondence 
between the Vizier and the Resident with the detail which appeared expedient 
in yeporting the discussions antecedent to his Excellency's acquiescence in the 
proposed plau of reform. It will be sufficient to state, in general terms, the 
nature of the objections which the Vizier now brought forward against the pro- 
secution of the very measures to which his xcellency had given his positive 
assent. 


120. He stated his conviction of the impracticability of ascertaining the assets 
and resources of his country by the means suggested by the Resident, .and at alt 
events the impossibility of inspecting and deciding on the voluminous documents 
which, preparatory to that object, the Ameens were to be instructed t@gransnit 
to Lucknow. He expressed his apprehension, that the operation of the measures 
in question would throw into disorder the districts where at present no disorder 
existed, and where the revenues were collected with regularity. That this effect 
would be produced by the deputation of Ameens, because (as his Excellency 
conceived) their authority would supersede that of the Aumils. He alleged 
that the introduction of the new system would not secure the accomplishment 
of one of his principal objects, that of preventing the necessity for the frequent 
employment of the Company’s troops; and maintained, that in the districts 
subject to Mehdee Alee Khan (viz. Khyrabad and Muhumdie, the northern 
quarter of the Vizier’s dominions), in the districts lately farmed by Mirza Jan, 
and in the district of Baraitch, and other places where no disorders existed, and 
where the rents were regularly paid, there was no occasion whatever for changing 
the present system. That the tlourishing state of those districts implied that 
the peasantry were perfectly satisfied with it, and that a change would only be 
productive of loss to his Government. His Excellency, on these grounds, pro- 
posed that the new system should for the present be introduced merely for trial 
into some one district which might be considered as in the greatest disorder; and 
if the result of this experiment should prove satisilactory, it could be introduced 
into the whole. 


121. The Vizier, in support of what he had stated regarding the practical 
difficulty of carrying into effect the measures proposed by the Resident, transmitted 
to hima representation, signed by six of the selected Amcens to whom his Ex- 
cellency had shewn a copy of their proposed instructions, which representation 
referred article by aiticle to the draft of instructions, specifying such of the 
duties as the Ameens would engage tu perform and such of the revenue papers as 
they would be able to furnish, and stating the impracticability of performing 
the other required duties and of furnishing the remaining documents. But with 
regard to this transaction the Resident stated the following singular facts, 
namely, that from two of those six persons who were formerly in his employ- 
ment while agent to the Governor-Gencral in Bundlecund, the Resiclent received 
information that they had been furnished, by the Vizier’s orders, with drafts of 
the above-mentioned representations, which they were required to seal and 
present to his Excellency under pain of his displeasure. 


122. The Resident met the objections stated by the Vizier by remarks and 
explanations which were certainly of a natute to satisfy his Excellency’s doubts and 
apprehensions, if such weie really entertained by him, or if he had been sincerely 
desifous of promoting the system of reform; but the following passages of his 
Excellency’s reply to the Resident’s arguments sufficiently demonstrate his total 
disinclination to the introduction of any change. 


123. To an observation of the Resident's, that his Excellency’s cordial con- 
currence in the proptiety of the proposed measutes, and his sincere resolution of 
carrying them into complete effect, was all that could possibly be required to 
ensure advantage and success, the Vizier replied as follows: ‘* The cage 3s 
‘ this: that as, immediately on the introduction of the new system, the present 
* settlement of the country must be entirely subverted and no part of it can 
“ remain, and consequently the failure of the new system, or the delay or impos- 
** sibility of carrying it into complete effect, must be productive of certain loss 
‘‘ and injury to me, it follows that a want of attention or diligence on my part 


“ to give effect to the system in question cannot be supposed. But with regard 
** to 
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“to a 
rae eA oly difficale and impracticable, my wzttehtion ‘and a Fg must, of 
« eourse, be totally unavailing. If, on tht ‘other ‘hand, ydu wif bé pleased +d 
suggest such a plan for the itreduction and exercise of the system ag ‘shall be 
conformable to the terms of the treaty and compatible with the perfect exer- 
cise of my independent authority, so that no injury nor falling off, the most 
‘ minute, in my authority can be occasioned, nor any, the smallest, loss of reve- 
¢«* nue from whatever cause can arise, and you satisfy me as to all those particu- 
lars, how then can I refuse to comply with and adopt your suggestions >” 
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124. Again, in answer to an observation of the Resident, that the new system 
of assessment was much milder than the former, and tended evidently to the 
comfort and happiness of the Ryots and to the ease and security of the land- 
holders, the Vizier stated as follows: ‘‘ Although the new system appear milder 
“ to you, aud though it be also my wish that this system should be successfully 
‘ administered, yet the fact is, that the ‘Talookadars and the whole of the 
“ Zemindars in my dominions have long been in the habit of concealing and 
‘“ withholding the real assets of their lands; and the new system being calcu- 
“ lated to bring those practices to light and to expose the real capability of each 
“ particular estate, it is impossible, in my Judgment, to expect that this system 
‘ should be agreeable to them ; and, on the contrary, 1 am gieatly apprehensive 
‘that its introduction will cause the Zemindars to retire, nor can we possibly 
“expect that it will be established in the manner we wish, since it has not yet 
“been propetly caiied into effect in the Honourable Company's Ceded and 
“ Conquered Provinces, although upwards of ten years have elapsed since its 
“ first mtroduction into those provinces. Of what avail, therefore, will be my 
“ cordial concurrence in a business which it is impossible or extremely difficult 
“ to accomplish °” 

125. It is worthy of remaik as a singular instance of inconstancy in his 
“xcellency’s professions, that the preceding observations were communicated to 
the Resident only five days after his receipt of a paper in which his Excellency 
desires him to “ rest assured that he had no hesitation whatever as to the intio- 
‘ duction of the systein recommended, and that, on the contrary, his Excel- 
‘* lency was zealously employed in putting it into a train of execution.” 


126. In the course of these discussions, which were conducted veibally as 
well as by correspondence, and embraced a great variety of subordinate points, 
and among others a modification of the Resident’s proposed Instructions to the 
Ameens, the Resident properly intimated to the Vizicr, that any further alter- 
cation or correspondence regarding the excuses, whether aiid or frivolous, 
ailezed by the*"Ameens, could tend only to procrastinate the introduction of the 
salutary system of reform recommended by the Governor-General in Council ; 
that not one of those excuses, even aduntting their validity, was of a nature to 
preclude the introduction of that system or to impede its progress, in the man- 
ner which the British Government desired, namely, to the immediate improve- 
ment of the condition of his Excellency’s landholders and peasantry, and to the 
consequent advantage of the State, as well as to the future increase of its reve- 
nue; and on these and other grounds, the Resident again earnestly recom- 
mended to his Excellency to dispatch the Ameens into every district of his 
dominions without further delay, delivering to them, however, the proclamations 
and instructions in the terms of the Resident’s original drafts. 


127. The Resident observed, that a perpetual, or even a decennial settlement 
of the revenue, which would require a minute investigation to ascertain the 
real assets of the land, had not been 1ecommended to his Excellency; that 
neither was it advisable for the present; that, on the contrary, a triennial 
settlement at a moderate rate of assessment, for the purpose of giving confi- 
dence to the Zemindars and peasantry and encouraging the cultivation of the 
soil, was all that had been suggested ; and that, for this beneficial purpose, the 
duties which the six Ameens had engaged for (in the representation alluded 
to in the one hundred and twenty-first paragraph), and the documents which 
they had promised to furnish, if executed and prepared with fidelity and zeal, 
in the spirit of the proposed panna by all the officers whom his Excel- 
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Aya 351), ment, preceeding out of the labours of the Ameens, if concluded eeably 

—._ te the Resident's suggestions, would fully answer the object proposed by the 
introduction of the new system in its commencement. 


128, The Resident’s letter enclosing the correspondence, of which we have 
briefly stated the substance, contained a detailed and a satisfactory explanation, 
on that point, of his proceedings, which had attracted our particular notice, 
namely, his supposed suggestion relative to the resumption of farms before the 
expiration of the leases or without the consent of the farmers. It appeared, 
indeed, from the result of the Resident's enquiries, instituted after his receipt 
of our remarks on the point in question, that all the leases in the Vizier's do. 
minions, with the exception of those of Khyrabad and Mohumdie, which had 
three years to run, and a few other inconsiderable districts under charge of 
Mehdee Alee Khan, would actually expire at the close of the current year; and 
with regard to those which formed exceptions, the Resident deemed it his duty, 
in consequence of our remarks, to signify to the Vizier that the introduction of 
the new system of assessment into those particular districts, although expedient 
in the highest degree on general grounds, and for the sake of uniformity in his 
Excellency’s administration, ought not to take effect but by compromise with 
the farmer, which compromise his Excellency promised to endeavour to settle 
with Mehdee Alee Khan. 


129. The Resident’s despatch above referred to will be found recorded as per 
margin®. 





130. From all that had now passed, it was evident, in our opinion, that the 
Vizier, while he admitted the necessity of a reform, because he could neither 
deny the facts, nor resist the arguments on which that necessity was founded, 
aud while he acknowledged the obligation imposed on him by treaty of 
executing such reform at the suggestion and with the advice of the British 
Government, did not desire that it should take effect; and that, under the 
influence of this disposition, his efforts were employed to render the proposed 
system abortive, by means consistent with an ostensible solicitude to promote 
the success of it. 


131. We could not but apprehend that the inclination of his Excellency’s 
mind would lead him, and his unlimited means of clandestine influence and 
control would enable him, to realize all the difficulties and impediments which 
he had represented as opposing the practicability of the meditated plan of 
reform, but which do not really belong to it: that he would then be disposed to 
triumph in the fulfilment of his predictions, to charge the British Government, 
as in fact he actually had charged it, with the pursuit of a chimerical system of 
theoretical improvement, tending only to produce confusion and loss of revenue, 
and to deduce from its failure the practical superiority of that mode of assess- 
ment and collection, which having been established from distant times, was, 
however defective, best adapted to the habits and genius of the people, and best 
calculated to realize the resources of the country. 


132. In truth, those enlarged principles of polity which embrace a consider- 
ation for tle comfort and happiness of the people, which provide for the security 
of the rights and property of the subjects of the realm, for their protection 
against the abuses of power, for the control of injustice and oppression, which 
reject the allurements of immediate pecuniary advantage in favour of the mort 
distant but solid benefits arising from the purity of the administration and the 
general prosperity of the country, are foreign to the character of the Vizier, and 
adverse to the natural propensitics of his mind and disposition. From the tenor 
of the Resident’s reports, these propensities appeaied to be too firmly established 
to admit of the expectation which Government was willing originally to indulge, 
that they might be made to yield to the torce of argument and reason, addressed 
to an understanding certainly of no ordinary class, and supported by all the 
influence of the British power, the stipulations of treaty, and the present Resident 
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133. We directed those observations to be stated to thé Resident in replying 
to his last mentioned despatch, intimating to him, at the game-time, that the 
object of stating them was not to discourage the continuanceof his efforts, but 
partly to afford him the satisfaction of knowing that we were fully aware of the 
difficultics which opposed them, and would not be disposed to ascribe their too- 
probable failure to any defect of ability or exertion on-his part, axgh partly to 
place him on his guard against those arts, by which the just and bene- 
volent intentions of the British Government, in urging the reform, might be 
converted into the charge of having. occasioned a material defalcation of his 
Excellency’s revenues, and involved his country in confusion, by effecting the 
subversion of a long-established system of asscssment and collection, without 
substituting another, either efficient in its operation or adequate to the purposes 
for which it was proposed. While he persevered in his endeavours, therefore, 
to accomplish, at least, a partial reform of the Vizier’s administration, the Resident 
Was instructed to be careful not to suffer the effects of his Excellency’s open or 
clandestine obstruction to be charged upon the imefficacy of the system itself, 
as recommended to his adoption. These instructions, which were dated the 
21st June, will be found recerded as per margia. * 


134, In his next despatch the Resident reported the details of a conference 
with the Vizier to which he had alluded in his preceding letter. On that occa- 
sion the Resident answered categorically, and with much force and justice, 
every point of the Vizier’s objections, doubts, and apprehensions ; previously 
noticing, however, his Excellency’s total silence on those points at the time 
when he consented to all the fundamental articles of the Resident’s propositions, 
and the consequent inadmissibility of the arguments now employed by the 
Vizier, in a form inconsistent with his previous unqualified assent: an assent 
which, with reference to the positive obligations of treaty to establish an 
improved system of administration, became as binding as the treaty itself, aud 
to which therefore the Resident observed he had a right to insist on his Excel- 
Jency’s adherence. For the details of this discussion we refer your Honourable 
Court to the Resident’s despatch recorded as per margin.T 


135. Having refuted all the grounds on which his Excellency founded cither 
his avowcd disinclination to fulfil the engagements to which he had consenté@*on 
the subject of the refurm, or the pleas under which he evidently sought to cvade 
the execu@on of them by procrastination, and having drawn from his Execl- 
lency a repéated recognition of the obligation of those cugagements, the Resident 
proceeded to recapitulate each article for his Excellency’s reconsideration, con- 
necting each in its turn with one of the fuur fundamental principles of reform 
stated in the Governor-General in Council’s instructions of the 28th December 
1810, vic. :—First, A division and subdivision of his Excellency’s dominions 
into Zillahs and muhials, with a view to facilitate the adoption of all the subse- 
quent arrangements, This preliminary measure his Excellency declared to be 
tutally unobjectionable as far as it was practicable, and offered to send his Dewan 
to the Resident for the purpose of concluding that arrangement. Secondly, 
The deptcation of Ameens to all the mubals, to investigate the state of the coun- 
try and to collect revenue documents, with a view to the moderate assessment of 
the lands. To the immediate and universal adoption of this measure his Excel- 
lency opposed, as before, his apprehenston of general disorder in the country by 
the supersession of all his officers at once, and also his engagements with some 
farmers who deserved well of his Government, and whose districts he alleged 
were in excellent order. 


136. This last objection led toa discussion, in the course of which his Excel- 
lency admitted that almost the whole of the leases were for a single year only, 
and mentioned the death of the farmer of Baraitch, the farm of which district, 
therefore, although it had been granted for a term of years, was resumablec. 
The districts of Khyrabad and Mohumdie, under Mehdee Alee Khan, he stated, 
were also farmed for a term of years, as before noticed. 


137. Th> 
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157, The Resident gathered from his Excellency’s further remaris, that a 
moiety, if not more, of his Excellency’s dominions was dlready under the mas 
nagement of amAnee Aumils, or officers corresponding in some degree in their 
functions with those employed by the British Government in similar trusts; and 
this circumstance suggested a proposal which the Resident was about to make 
for the removal of the Vizier’s apprehensions, when he interrupted the Resident 
by stating it himself, namely, that the investigation and collection of revenue 
papers should be committed to the officers already employed in those districts, 
under the instructions which the Resident had suggested for the Ameens, and 


with the further benefit of the proclamation in the Vizier’s amended terms. By: 


this arrangement his Excellency admitted that a number of his apprehensions 
would be removed ; and it was agreed that this proposal should be cominitted 
to writing and maturely considered by his Excellency, who promised to signify 
his determination upon it in the course of a few days. 


138. The Resident then proceeded to state the third and fourth articles of 
agreement, viz., a provision for a triennial settlement with the landholders, Xe. 
at a moderate rate of assessment under a gradation of engagements for that 
period to be guaranteed by the State, and ultimately the establishment of a court 
of justice and efficient police in each Zillah, when the settlement of the revenue 
should be concluded. To both these articles his Excellency signified his implicit 
adherence ; and the conference concluded with a promise, on the part of the 
Resident, to submit the heads of it to his Excellency on the same or the ensuiug 
day. 


139. This was accordingly done, and that document will be found on record 
us noted in the margin.® His Eacellency, in his reply to that document, still 
professed his adherence to all the articles of agreement, although he declared the 
fulfilment of them to be dependent upon the removalof a few remaining apprehen- 
sions, of which, as his Excellency neglected to specify them, having referred 
for a knowledge of them to documents already in possession of the Resident, 
the latter desired an explanation. 


140. This correspondence, also, had reference to other points of detail which 
it iggiot material to notice; with the exception of his Excellency’s positive objec- 
tion to the insertion of the words “ with the advice and concurrence of the 
British Government” in the proclamation proposed by the Resident. His Excel- 
lency conceived that the insertion of those words would affect his authority, as they 
implied that the arrangement was adopted under the guidance of the British Go- 
vernment. The Resident deemed their inscrtion essential, with a view to give to 
the people that confidence which they would derive from the declared association 
of the British Government in the new arrangement: but finding the Vizier 
inflexible on this point, he ultimately 1elinquished it. 


141. The Vizier’s withholding any reply during fifteen days to the Resident's 
written request for an explanation of his Excellency’s remaining doubts and 
apprehensions, produced a further correspondence, which the Resident reported 
in another despatch recorded as per margin. 


1+2. In consequence of that delay, the Resident addressed a letter of remon- 
strance to the Vizier, in which he again called upon his Excellency to fulfil his 
uWn positive engagements, by immediately transmitting to the Resident a sketch 
of the division and subdivision of his country, by adopting the necessary 
measures for the collection of the revenue papers and the investigation of the 
state of the districts, either by deputing Ameens, as proposcd by the Resident, 
or by issuing instructions to the Aumils, according to the modified proposal 
before mentioned. 


143. On this occasion the Resident, with a view to remove every pretext on the 
part of the Vizier to an immediate fulfilment of his engagements, conceded the 
points to which his Excellency had objected, namely,—First, The deputation of 
new Amcens; in lieu of which the Resident agreed that the investigation of the 
state of thedistricts, and the collection of the revenue papers should be committed 

to 
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144, Thee concessions might certainly have been expected .to .ind the 
Vizier to proceed to the adoption of the measures to which he had giten, bis un- 
qualified assent; but, on the contrary, his Excellency had recourse to new evasions, 
as well as.to the revival of his former objections, although those objections had refe- 
reace solely to the very arrangement which the Resident had consented to abandon, 
namvély, the deputation of Ameens. The Vizier referred to the Resident’s desire 
of beiag acquainted with his Excellency’s remaining doubts and apprehensions, 
with a view to remove them; to the Resident’s having transmitted to the Presi- 
dency a copy of the Vizier’s statement of objections to the deputation of Ameens, 
and also to the Resident’s have objected to the partial deputation of Ameens to 
the two districts of Purtaubgurh and Sultanpore, a deputation proposed by his 
Excellency in the course of the negotiations, under his suggested scheme of 
making a trial of the new system in one or two districts; and on these grounds 
the Vizier founded an assumption, not only that the subject of his doubts and 
apprehensions was under reference, but that the deputation of Ameens was 
suspended at the Resident’s own request, and that consequently this measure 
being preliminary to the whole project of reform, every other measure connected 
with it was necessarily suspended. 


145. To this extraordinary document the Resident replied in great detail, 
exposing and refuting every plea on which his Excellency had endeavoured to 
justify his departure from his engagements ; and on the same occasion, with a 
view to leave his Excellency no shadow of pretext for further delay, the Resident 
entered into a discussion of the evils represented by his Excellency to be the 
necessary consequence of deputing Ameens to collect materials and pave the 
way for the future assessment of the lands on moderate terms, and under a 
triennial settlement; evils which, on the present occasion, his Excellency 
thought proper, in exayg rated language, to describe as being the subversion 
of his authority, the retirement and disaffection of his subjects, general disorder 
in the country, a suspension of the collections, and a total loss of balances. 


146. The Resident demonstrated the absurdity of these assumed apprehensions 
by adverting to the exactly-parallel case of the Ceded Provinces, which at the 
period of the cession were in the same state as the reserved dominions, but 
which were brought into their present flourishing condition under the British 
Government, by the very measures now recommended to the Vizier, and were 
by the agency of Ameens formerly his Excellency’s subjects. 


147. The Resident, in his despatch enclosing copies of the above-mentioned 
documents, stated the following observation relative to the state of the nego- 
tiation: ‘* The effect of this last letter (meaning that described in the preceding 
‘€ paragraph) remains yet to be seen. I cannot relinquish the hope of his 
‘“« Excellency’s being ultimately induced to evince a cordial concurrence in the 
‘* just views of the Government for his own eminent advantage, as well as the 
‘‘ comfort and happiness of his people; and [ am further encouraged to indulge 
‘‘ this expectation, by reflecting that the expiration of the present current 
‘* Pusly year will shortly of itself supersede the existing revenue arrangements, 
“ and that as his Excellency can scarcely entertain the design uf renewing the 
‘ leases of the farmers in direct opposition to the advice of the British Govern- 
‘“‘ ment, as conveyed by the Governor-General’s letter, nor can he propose to 
“ himself, at any future period, the support of the British troops to the exercise 
“ of the present system of his administration. He must soon see the necesajty 
‘ of adopting the measures of reform, or of sacrificing wantonly a large portion 
‘* of his revenue.” 


148. In this expectation, however, the Resident was deceived; and in his 
next deapatch, recorded as per margm*, he had occasion to transmit a copy of a 
letter 


-~ 
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his former refuted pleas and arguments, declared his resolution not to adopt any 
of those measures, unless every subject of doubt and apprehension regarding the 
effects of their operation should be removed from his mind. ) 


149. It is remarkable that this retraction followed a personal conference 
between the Vizier and the Resident, in which the latter exposed in a foreible 
manner his Excellency’s continued prevarications and evasions, and by argument 
and remonstrance apparently succeeded in persuading his Excellency to abandon 
his untenable objections to the prosecution of the measures in agitation. 






150. The arguments which, according to the Resident’s report, seemed to 
produce the tnost impression on the Vizier’s mind, were substantially those to 
which he adverted in his former despatch, as quoted in the 147th paragraph, 
and were stated to the Vizier in the following terms, viz. -—‘‘ That a renewal of 
“ any of the leases which were now about to expire, or the consignment of any 

portion of his dominions to the future management of farmers, in direct Oppo- 
sition to the advice of the British Government and to the express ternis of the 
* Governor-General’s letter, could not, the Resident trusted, be in his Excel- 
lency’s contemplation : that the future assistance or support of a single soldie: 
of the British army to the present baneful system of assessment and collection, 
or to any of its instruments in the person of his Excellency’s Aumils, was 
totally out of the question ; and that, under all those circumstances, it behoved 
his Excellency to consider under what so beneficial arrangement as the plan 
‘* suggested by the British Government, the resources of his country could be 
realized and the intemal tranquillity of his dominions sccured against the 
probable insurrections of the landholders, the effects of their oppression and 
‘© despair.” 


151. A note of these observations his Excellency requested the Resident to 
leave in his hands, promising to make a personal consideration of the subject 
of them in the course of a few days. The Resident had accordingly prepared, 
though not transmitted, a letter containing the substance of his verbal remarks 
and arguments, when he received the extraordinary letter from his Excellency 
already noticed, which however only rendered the more necessary the trans- 
mission of that which the Resident had prepared. 


152. The Resident closed his report upon this unexpected issue of the nego- 
tiation in the following terms: ‘ On a retrospect of the whole of the proceed- 
‘ings in this arduous and important negotiation, his Excellency the Vice- 
‘¢ President in Council will, I doubt not, do me the justice to believe, that 
‘every possible exertion of my judgment and zeal has been applied, in 
“the first instance, to prevail on his Excellency the Vizier to acquiesce 10 
‘the salutary arrangements proposed to him by the Right Lonourable 
‘ the Governor-General in Council: that, further, no arguments which the 
‘“‘ instructions of the Government suggested, or the nature of the case gnd 
«© subsequent occurrences required, has been omitted on my part, with the 
‘ view and for the purpose of inducing his Excellency to banish his imaginery 
‘¢ fears and to adhete to his original engagements; and that his wpsvtenhigs’ Se 
‘ ultimate denial of those engagements, in direct opposition to the terms of a 
‘ written document authenticated by a letter under his seal, when every argu- 
‘ ment and even plausible pretext for further delay had been repelled, is a 
‘ circumstance which I could not have foreseen, aud which no exertion of, my 
judgment could at any time have enabled me to guard against. 


nn nS.’ 


“ Tam still encouraged to hope for some favourable change in the mind of his 
Excellency the Vizier as the effect of my last letter; and I'shall not fail to 
take advantage of such a change, if produced, for the purpose of renewing 
the discussion and of prosecuting it to a satisfactory conclusion. 


‘A firm and decided refusal of the future assistance of our troops to sup” 
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158. From the tenor of these last reports we were finally compelled go enter- 
tain a conviction of the impracticability of obtaining the Vizier’s concurrence 
in the system of reform so earnestly recommended to his adoption, excepting 
only by measures of absolute compulsion, that is to say, by a renewed and 
direct urgency on the part of this Government, founded on the obligations of 
treaty, and accompanied by the declaration suggested in the last paragraph of 
the Resident’s despatch, as above quoted; and from the adoption of measures 
of this description we considered ourselves to be withheld, not only by consi- 
derations affecting, in our judgment, the very existence of the connection on its 
actual basis between the two States, but by the conviction that the Vizier’s 
involuntary acquiescence in the system of reform, even to the full extent pro- 
posed by the Resident, would fail to secure its successful operations; for per- 
verted and erroneous as are the views and sentiments of his Excellency, he 
would have an interest in rendering that system abortive, and we were well aware 
that his means of doing so were unlimited and beyond control. This con- 
sideration, indeed, was present to the mind of the Governor-General in Council 
when he issued his instructions to the Resident of the 28th December 1810, 
and it consequently was never in the contemplation of Government to carry the 
negotiation to the extreme now suggested by the Resident. 


154. The object of the reference in those instructions to the obligation 
imposed upon the Vizier by treaty, and to the reluctance with which the British 
Government employed its troops for the suppression of disorders occasioned by 
the evils and abuses of his Excellency’s administration, or to state the case more 
strongly, in supporting the course of injustice and oppression, was to demon- 
strate the right of that Government to demand from the Vizier the reform of his 
administration, and to supply the arguments which might be supposed to have 
the greatest efficacy in convincing the Vizier of the necessity of a reform and 
in persuading him to adopt it. We could not but be of opinion, therefore, 
highly as we approved the Resident’s zeal and able exertions, manifested in thc 
conduct of this arduous negotiation, that he had gone too far in declaring to the 
Vizier a positive resolution, on the part of the British Government, to refuse 
in future the aid of its troops in the suppression of disorders in his Excellency’s 
country, although those disorders should be occasioned by the oppressions 
er misconduct of his officers, for the introduction of compulsory measures as 
above explained would entirely change the ground of negotiation, would bring 
into immediate question the continuance or dissolution of the relations betwee 
the two States, as established by treaty; but the course of proceeding sug- 
gested by the Resident appeared to us to be objectionable on other grounds, 
namely, on the doubt which we entertained of its being supported by the laws 
and principles which regulate the interpietation of treaties. 


155. In the instructions which on this occasion were issucd under our authority 
to the Resident, these several points were discussed at great length. Instead of 
stating the details of these discussions in the body of this address, we beg leave 
to refer your Honourable Court to the record of those instructions which will 
be found on the Consultation noted in the margin.* 


156. These observations, the Resident was informed, were not intended, in 
any degree, as a defence of the Vizier’s conduct, which we admitted to have 
been marked by prevarication, evasion, and insincerity, throughout the whole 
course of the late arduous negotiation ; but they were stated, first, because we 
deemed it of importance that the Resident should be apprized of our sentiments 
on a question affecting the stability of the engagements subsisting between the 
British Government and the Vizier, and the obligations of public faith; and, 
secondly, as being introductory to the resolution which we found ourselves 
compelled to adopt, under the certain disappointment of all the Resident’s 
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mm arut'able offorts to accomplish the object of the GovernorGeperal in 
seil's inmructions of the 28th December 1810, and.under the conyigticn 
alfeady stated, that éven the Vizier’s acquiescence in every part-of the aposed 
plan of reform, in’ the actual ¢eteper and — of his mind, would fail to 
secure any of the benefits which his cordial adoption of it would unquestionably 
produce. 


157. That resolution was the relinquishment, for the’present at least, of any 
further efforts, on the assumed ground that the protraction of the negotiation, 
and the subsequent delay in the adoption of preliminary measures and arratige. 
ments, occasioned solely by his Excellency’s insincere and disingenuous ‘con- 
duct, until the near approach of the termination of the current Fusly year, 
had rendered the prosecution of the plan of reform at the present season 
impracticable. The Resident, at the same time, was instructed not to disguise 
from the Vizier the sentiments of disappointment with which we had contem- 
plated his Excellency’s conduct during the whole of the negotiation, and now 
contemplated the effects of it in the suspension of the salutary and unobjec- 
tionable system of reform recommended to his adoption. 


158. The Resident, in his despatch on the subject of the negotiation received 
next after the transmission of the above described instructions (which despatch 
is recorded as per margin),* having noticed an indisposition with which the 
Vizier had been troubled, and which had occasioned a suspension of the nego- 
tiation, stated that he had received information of a circular order having been 
issued to all farmers of revenue (with the exception of Mehdee Alee Khan, 
whose lease, as before mentioned, had several years to run), purporting that 
no renewal of their leases would be granted, and that the revenues were in 
future to be collected under the aumance system exclusively. 






159. The Resident took this occasion to reply to the instructions of the 21st 
June (the substance of which is stated in the one hundred and thirtieth and follow- 
ing paragraphs of this report), expressing our opinion of the Vizier’s decided 
disinclination to the adoption of the proposed reform, and our consequent appre- 
hension of his Exccllency’s probable endeavours to render its operation abortive, 
and putting the Resident on his guard against those arts, by which the just and 
benevolent intentions of the British Government in urging the reform might be 
converted into the charge of having occasioned a material defalcation of his 
Excellency’s revenues, and involved his country in confusion, by effecting the 
subversion of a long-established systcm of assessment and collection, without 
substituting another, either efficieut in its operations or adequate to the purpoggs 
for which it was proposed. ih 


160. The Resident stated himself to be well aware of the necessity of this 
caution, and to have kept it uniformly in view: observing, however, that with 
regard to this point of our apprehension, Government might be considered to 
be sufficiently secure ; for that, in the case of the Vizier’s being at length hap- 
pily induced to fulfil his engagements with the Resident, and to execute the 
measures of reform under the constant influence of his suggestions, proceeding 
on his Excellency’s own correct and unreserved communication of the circum- 
stances to which the Resident’s advice might be intended to apply, the informa- 
tion which he (the Resident) already possessed regarding the character and 
disposition of the principal landholders, and the state of the country and popula- 
tion at large, enabled him with confidence to predict the successful progress of 
those measures in every district of his Excellency’s dominions, without any 
material defalcation of his revenue during even the first three years of reform, 
and with a certain prospect of increase at the beginning of the second settlement 
of the revenue; whilst, on the other hand, if his Excellency were seriously dis- 
posed, and being so disposed should be permitted to depart from any one of his 
engagements with the Resident, to commence hereafter, as he had already on one 
o1 two occasions commenced, what his Excellency termed a partial and experi- 
mental reform of the system of assessment and collection of his revenue ; if his 


Excellency continued, as heretofore, to withhold every degree of useful and 
important 
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important information from the British Resident at his Court, to ask the advice 
of the Resident occasionally on a few unimportant points, apd to evince a total 
dsregard of that advice in every instance where it might oppos¢ his own baneful 
propensities or the oppressive views of his Government; under sifch circum- 
stances, the Resident observed, the failure, whether partial or total, of the pro- 
jected measures of reform, and the future decrease of a revenue which was 
actually decreasing with extraordinary rapidity every year, could not, on any 
principle, be referred to the councils of the British Government or of its: repre- 
sentative, nor could they constitute a valid charge ayainst the efficiency of a 
general system of reform, which to be executed in the terms of the treaty and 
existing engagements between the two States, must be executed with the uniform 
concurrence and advice of the Honourable Company’s officers, and the total 
failure of which might, in this latter case, and in this case alone, be made a ground 
of charge or reproach against the wisdom and justice of the British Government. 


161. The despatch above referred to was succeeded by another three days 
later in date (and recorded as per margin),* communicating a copy of a Ietter 
to his address from his Excellency the Vizier, representing, in the language of 
apparent alarm, his extreme indisposition, entreating the Resident to visit him, 
taking with him two or three physicians, and expressing in terms of extraor- 
dinary warmth his Excellency’s confidence in the Resident’s friendship and 
sympathizing kindness. The Resident stated, that he instantly obeyed the 
summons: that the physicians pronounced his disorder to be merely rheumatic, 
and though severe not dangerous: that he had remained a considerable time in 
attendance on his Excellency, administering every degree of consolation which 
the nature of his complaint, the apparent condition of his mind, and the kindest 
offices and expressions of friendship cuuld afford ; and that on his second visit 
he had found his health considerably improved. 


162. We mention this circumstance, becausc the Resident appeared to found 
on this apparently sincere manifestation of the Vizier’s confidence in his friend- 
ship and attachment, the expectation of a change in his Excellency’s dispgsition 
with regard to the pending question of reform, and of his being ultimately 
induced to yield to suggestions, which this display of the feelings of confidence 
and personal regard in the hour of sickness and distress implied on the part of 
his Excellency a consciousness of having been dictated by an anxious desire to 
promote the welfare and prosperity of his Government. 


163. These communications appeared to render expedient the expression of 
our sentiments upon them, with reference to the tenor of our last instructions ; 
and accordingly, after noticing in suitable terms our concern at his Excel- 
Jency’s illness, and referring to a letter which the Vice-President deemed it proper 
to address to the Vizier on the occasion, we directed the Resident to be 
informed, that the circumstances and observations stated in the first of the two 
above-described despatches, combined even with the conciliatory language of 
the Vizier’s letter to the Resident’s address, had not appeared to us to render 
necessary anv alteration of our instructions, because they indicated no material 
change in that disposition of his Excellency’s mind with regard to the projected 
system of reform on which those instiuctions were founded. 


164. If, it was observed, his Exccllency could be supposed to be sincerely 
desirous of effecting a reform of the present vicious system of assessment and 
collection ; if his objections to the proposed plan were not (as they unquestion- 
ably were) fictitious; if (to use the language of the Resident’s despatch) any 
prospect existed of inducing his Excellency ‘‘ to fulfil his engagments with the 
‘“ Resident and to caecute the measures of reform under the constant influence 
‘“ of the Resident’s suggestions, proceeding on his own correct and unrescrved 
‘ communication of the circumstances to which the Resident’s advice might 
“ be intended to apply,” it would be the duty of Government to persevere in 
urging his Excellency’s execution of the su@gested plan; not, however, by the 
compulsory means of menacing the withholding of our troops from the internal 
service of his country, for which, indeed, no necessity would then exist, but by 

arguments 
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arguinents calculated to remove his objections; arguments to which, in the 
temper and disposition of mind above described, his Excellency might be 
expected to yield, or by compromises not subversive of the object in view: but 
that, under the Vizier's most manifest aversion to the change of system, no advan- 
tage could be expected to arise from our perseverance. That he had resisted 
the force of argument, had retracted his own positive en agements, and had 
declined to accept the compromise proposed by himsclf. F hat the removal of 
one objection has been succeeded by another; and, finally, the whole course of 
his Excellency’s conduct during the negotiation had demonstrated a systematic 
design to avoid the adoption of the proposed measures of reform, and warranted 
a conviction, that if his acquiescence were enforced by menace or by importu- 
nity, he would clandestinely employ the means within his power of rendering it 
abortive. 


165. That the case which, as above cited, the Resident had himself described 
as enabling him with confidence to predict the success of the meditated measures 
of reform could not be expected to arise. That in the disposition which his 
Excellency had so unalterably displayed, he might be compelled, but could not 
be persuaded, “ to fulfil his engagements with the Resident, and to execute the 
‘* measures under the constant influence of his suggestions ;” but that there the 
effect of compulsion would cease. The disposition would be wanting, which 
should lead his Excellency to render the Resident’s suggestions beneficial, by 
‘¢ his own correct and unreserved communication of the circumstances to which 
“ the Resident's advice might be intended to apply ;” and that disposition would 
still prevail, which as it had hitherto led his Excellency to obstruct by every 
species of artifice and evasion the introduction of the plan of reform, would 
actuate his secret endeavours to demonstrate the justice of his uniform aversion 
to it, by precluding the efficiency of its operation. 


166. That unless, therefore, such a change should have occurred in the 
temper and disposition of his Exccllency’s mind, as to lead him cheerfully to 
co-opesate in the measures of reform proposed to his adoption, limiting his 
objections to points of real doubt, not raising them, as hitherto, with the secret 
design of preventing the exccution of those measures, we must consider a further 
prosccution of the negotiation to be more than uscless. 


167. The next despatch from the Resident contained a reply to our Istruc- 
tions of the Gth of July, the substance of which is stated in the one hundred 
and fifty-third and following paragraphs of this address. The Resident stated 
some explanations on two points which formed the principal topics of the dis- 
cussions contained in those instructions. 


168. We had disputed the justice, on the ground of those prtnciples which 
regulate the inteipretation of treaties, of founding a refusal to afford the aid of 
our troops in suppressing disorders in his Excellency’s country ; that is to say, 
a refusal to fulfil a specific obligation of treaty, on the Vizier’s declining to accede 
to a specific plan of reform proposed to him under that article of the treaty of 
1801, which imposes on his Exccllency an obligation to introduce into his 
country an improved system of administration and to conform to the counsels 
of the British Government ; in other words, we contended that this refusal on 
the part of the Vizier could not be decmed such a violation of the articles of 
treaty, as to warrant what we could not but consider to be tantamount toa 
declared dissolution of the alliance. 


a 


168A. The explanations of the Resident tended to demonstrate, not that 
the Vizier had violated the treaty by refusing his consent to a specific system of 
reform recommended to him by the British Government, and that the penalty 
of that violation should justly be the withholding the aid of our troops tor the 
suppression of disoiders in his country (a position which he never intended to 
maintain), but that his Excellency had evinced a disposition to refuse the fulfil- 
ment of a positive obligation of treaty, by abstaining from the adoption of any 
sysicm or measure of reform, which justified the ultimate declaration of a 
refusal of the aid of our troops to the oppressive and arbitrary demands of, the 
Vizier’s Farmers aud Aumils, combined with the exercise of the essential nen 
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of every Government to investigate and ascertain the justice of the demands 
which its power might be required to enforce,. before proceeding to enforce 
those demands, by extensive and hazardous, as well as in most cases, Unnecessary 


warfare. 


169. The Resident supported the first part of this position by observing, that 
his Excellency, in the outset of the negotiation, acknowledged his obligation to 
reform the system of hisGovernment. That he tacitly admitted his own inability 
to suggest an etiicient plan for that purpose, and that he called upon the British 
Government, in the person of its representative, to devise and arrange the details 
of an improved system of administration, such as that Government might cone 
sider itself bound and authorized to support, without incurring any longer the 
reproach of abetting injustice and oppression. That his Excellency after mature 
deliberation and discussion acquiesced, and declared his acquiescence in the 
principal measures of reform which had bcen suggested at his own desire for his 
adoption, and had finally retracted his acquiescence under circumstances of 
extraordinary aggravation. 


170. In the second place, the Resident contended that his declaration to the 
Vizier, relative to the future refusal of the aid of our troops, fell far short of that 
of a positive resolution to refuse their aid for the suppression of any future dis- 
orders in his Excellency’s country, to be occasioned by the oppression of his 
Aumils, and that it had been limited to the future refusal of the aid or support 
of our troops to the oppressive demands of the Aumils in the progress of their 
collection of the revenue, a peculiar description of support for which (the Resident 
obscrved) no article of the treaty provided, and which, in fact, was expressly 
superscded by the second clause of the third article, authorizing and requiring 
the Vizier to retain in his service such number of armed Peons as should be 
decmed necessary for the purposes of the collections, and a few horsemen and 
Nujccbs to attend the persons of the Amcens; although the practice of the British 
Government, proceeding on principles of liberality to his Excellency the Vizier, 
had certainly tended to establish a belief in his Excellency’s mind, that the 


British troops, like the armed Peons in his service, were the bounden slaves of 


his will, the necessary instruments of his oppression. 


171. The Resident added, that the only question in his contemplation, In sug. 
gesting (as noticed in the hundred and fifty-second paragraph of this address) a 
direct declaration on the part of the Vice-President, in a letter to the Vizier, of our 
resolution to refuse the future assistance of our troops to support the proceedings 
of the Aumnils or coerce the defaulting Zemindars, was, whether the belief above 
mentioned should be removed from the Vizier’s mind, by a solenin declaration of 
the future intention of the Governinent to investigate the justice of the demands 
which its power might be required to enforce, or should continue to influence 
the Vizier’s conduct in direct opposition to our counsels. 


172. The Resident concluded his despatch (for the details of which we refer 
your Honourble Court to the record of it on the Consultation noted in the 
margin*) by signifying his intention of carrying our instructions of the 6th of 
July into effect, as soon as the state of the Vizier’s health should admit of his 
cntering on the subject. 


173. The last despatch of the Resident connected with the subject of reform, 
reported that the Vizicr appeared to have recovered his usual state of health. 
That his Excellency had requested, in an carnest manner, the discontinuance of 
the daily visits of enquiry that the Resident had paid him; expressing the highest 
sense of the Resident’s friendship and the extraordinary gratification of his Excel- 
lency’s mind by the sedulous attention of the Resident during the whole course 
of his illness: on which the Resident observed, that the then apparently happy 
frame of the Vizier’s temper and disposition, if there were any certainty of its 
continuance, would authorize the hope of success from the renewal of the nego- 
tiation; but that he considered himself prccludcd from taking advantage of any 
circumstances for that purpose by our recent orders, and that he should therefore 
content himself with receiving such proposals on the subject as the Vizier might 

think 
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Folitical Letter think proper to convey to him. The Resident, in the same despatch, also 
od eth described the terms on which he proposed to communicate to his Excellency our 
ae: resolution relative to the suspension of the negotiation. 

174. In the reply to the two last-mentioned despatches, a reference was made 
to specific passages in the Resident’s preceding reports, on which we had founded 
the construction of the Resident s declaration relative to the future employment 
of our troops. Without disputing the accuracy of the Resident’s explanations 
on that point, it was merely observed that the intent and meaning of the decla- 
ration as described by the Resident required that it should have consisted not of an 
indefinite and unqualified refusal of the future aid of our troops to support the 
proceedings of the Aumils or coerce the defaulting Zemindars, but of an alleged 
right of previous investigation, of a right to arbitrate the demands which the 
troops might be called upon to support, and of an intimation of the resolution of 
the British Government to exercise that right on all future occasions. 


175. The case, it was observed, might he supposed, of one or more Zemindars 
in a province, driven perhaps to extremity by the injustice or exactions of an 
Aumil or farmer refusing to pay any portion of the public revenue, assuming an 
attitude of resistance, and preparing to oppose any attempt on the part of the 
latter to enforce his demands. Such Zemindars must then be considered to be in 
a state of rebellion, aud under the supposition that the local authority did not 
possess the power of reducing them to obedience, the demand of assistance from 
the British troops would be authorized Ly the stipulations of the treaty, and the 
case would require the march of our troops to the scene of these disorders ; 
not, however, necessarily for the purpose of enforcing the demands cf the 
Aumil, but for the preservation of tranquillity in the first instance, and ultimately 
for the enforcement of the demands which, on investigation, might be found to 
be just, at the same time that investigation would be prosecuted in the manner 
that might be settled between the Resident and the Vizier. 


176. it was observed, that this course of proceeding would obviously require, 

as the altcrnative-of the Vizier’s declining the adoption of any reform, a declara- 

*tion essentially differing from the terms of that which the Resident actually 

conveyed to him, since it would icquire that the right of investigation and arbi- 

tration should be asserted and recognized in all cases in which the aid of our 
troops should be demanded. 


177. The Resident was directed actually to convey the intimation above 
described to the Vizicr, adjusting with him, at the same time, the mode of 
inquiry to be prosecuted for ascertaining the justice of the demands which our 
troops might be required to enforce. 


178. The Resident was informed, that this instruction was founded on the 
supposition that the Vizier could not be induced cordially to enter into the scheme 
of reform which bad been proposed, because that scheme involved an effectual 
restraint on the oppressions and exactions of his Exccllency’s officers, and the 
means of ascertaining the equity of their demands on the landholders. But that 
if the change of disposition adverted to 1p the Resident's last mentioned despatch 
should have proved so essential as to lead his Excellency to acquiesce im the 
beneficial arrangements which he had till then resisted, tue Resident would, of 
course, have prosecuted the negotiation which, by the orders of Government 
of the 6th ultimo, he had been directed to suspend. 


179. With the preceding instructions (which will be found recorded as per 
margin*) the correspondence on the subject of the proposed reform of the Vizier’s 
administration has for the present closed. We learn from the private advices, that 
on the plea of ill health, the Vizier has continued studiously to avoid any further 
communication on this subject, and that it is his Excellency’s object to observe 
this course, and to refrain from replying to the Governor-General’s letter of the 
28th December 1810 until after his Lordship’s return to the Presidency. 


180. Our object, in conveying to your Honourable Court this detailed report, 


is to bring under your notice the peculiar character and disposition of the ea 
mind, 
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shind;,. and ie exhibit the difficulty, and we fear thé impracticability, of Political Letter * 
infiyendialy hin to the adoption ef:any arrangements which+are calculated to from Bengal, 
affect the operation of his inordinate desire for the accumulation of wealth, how- cals 
ever cottlucive to the prosperity of his country, the happiness of his subjects, 

and prén'to the future augmentation of his revenues, _, 


r ebs 
; 181. When the lands are let in farm, they are leased on exorbitant terms. 
farmer, with a view both to fulfil his engagements and to secure a profit to 
himself daring the limited period of his tenure, naturally exercises rigour and 
oppression within the limits of his authority. When the lands are held 
auumanee, that is, placed under charge of an officer of the Government appointed 
to collect the revenue, thet officer is rendered reponsible for the realization of the 
jummd, and the excess of the assessment is generally such as cannot be 
tevied without extortion, violence, and injustice. When a compliance withsuch 
demands is refused, the farmer, Aumil, or officer, represents the Zemindar or 
under-renter to be a defaulter and rebel, and urges the necessity of employing 
troops for his coercion. Thus the Vizier employs the British troops as the instru- 
ment of these wide-extended exactions, while their presence, and the knowledge 
of the obligations imposed on the British Government to suppress disorders 
within his Excellency’s country, precludes that natural remedy which over- 
strained and unprotected oppression carries within itself. 


182. Disappointed in our endeavours to relieve the British Government from 
the necessity of supporting the activity of a system of rapacity and injustice, 
without asauining a degree of interference in the internal concerns of the Vizier's 
dominions which would amount to the absolute control of his Excellency’s 
authority, no alternative seems left but the establishment and exercise of that 
right of investigation and arbitration which is described in our last instructions to 
the Resident. This course of proceeding, however, even supposing it to be 
anobstructed by the perverted interests and aitifices of the Vizier, can only be 
expected to remedy the evils complained of in a very partial degree. The 
abuses of a system radically vicious must continue to exist, and under the most 
favourable operation ot the proposed arrangement, we can only hope, in some 
cases, to be the means of preventing specific acts of injustice, and to avoid the 
pain and the discredit of enforcing exactions by the terror of the British arms. 


Wehave, &c. 


Fort William, (Signed) G. Hewett, 
15th October 1811. J. LumMspen, 
H. CoLeBROOKE. 
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EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER from BENGAL, ase tir 
rom gal, 
Dated the 1st March 1812. 1 Mar. 2812. 


Par. 147. On the consultation of the date noted in the margin* is recorded a 
despatch from the Resident, containing a report of his discussions and corres- 
pondence with his Excellency the Vizier on the subject of the just complaints of 
she Begum, Shums-oon-Nissa, widow of the late Asuf-ood-Dowlah, against the 
conduct of the Vizier towards her, and also expressing her Highness’s anxious 
desire to be permitted to quit Lucknow, from which it appears that the Resident 
had made several unavailing attempts to procure the redress of her grievances. 


148. After the expression of Government’s entire approbation of the efforts 
which the Resident had employed for that purpose, md of its concern at their 
failure, Major Baillie was directed to renew his remonstrances to the Vizier, 

%under the express sanction of Government; and he was at the same time 
informed, that if his further endeavours should be cqually unsuccessful, st was 
the wish of Government that he should persuade the Vizier, if possible, to per- 
mit the Begum to retire within the Company’s provinces, making the necessary 
arrangements for her passport, and that in that event Government would not 
object to his employing the argument suggested in his despatch, namely, to i 

: the 


® Consultations, 25th October. 
9P 


Political Lettee 
from Bengal, 
1 Mar. 1812. 


Political Letter 
from Bengal, 
11 June 18] 2. 





790 OUDE PAPERS. 


the necessity of her Highness’s departure from Lucknow: with « vieWite thi apy. 
toration of her health, which was not considered to be inconsistent with the 

of our instructions of the 18th April 1808, adverted to in the two hundred id 

forty-third paragraph of our despatch of the 27th of September of the same 
year, those instructions being applicable to the case of our encouraging at 

assisting the Begum to withdraw from the Vizier’s territories and to retire to a 
far distant country, without consulting the Vizier, and against‘his' consent, and 
having reference to the inconvenience and embarrassment of making arrange- 
ments for her voyage to Mecca, and to considerations which rendered the pro- 
secution of her design undesirable. 7 


149. The Begum’s sufferings under the Vizier’s most discreditable persecution 
and enmity, and under the pressure of a severe malady, however, Were considered 
to be sufficient to overbalance those motives of repugnance to grant her-ag 
asylum, or even to favour her desire of retiring to Arabia, if she should still 
earnestly retain it. 





EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER from BENGAL, 
Dated \ith June 1812. 


Par. 182. On the Consultation noted in the margin are recurded extracts 
from our proceedings in the Judicial Department relating to robberies committed 
in the districts of Elahabad and Goruckpore, by persons who took refuge from 
the pursuit of justice in the neighbouring territories of his Excellency the Vizier. 
The Resident at Lucknow was desired to make the necessary communication to 
the Vizier on the subject, with a view to the apprehension of the offenders. In 
the instance of the robberies committed in the district of Elahabad, the perpe- 
trators were subjects of the Vizier. The daring robbery in Goruckpore was 
perpetrated by subjects of the British Government who derived the means of 
prosecuting their depredations from the asylum afforded them in the Vizier’s 
territories. 


183. The Magistrate of Elahabad has had repeated occasion to complain of 
the conduct of some of the Vizier’s subjects in committing depredations in the 
district under his charge; and the Resident at Lucknow, in his reply to the 
instructions of Government, stated that he had made frequent and urgent remon- 
strances on his part to the Vizier, on the subject of the complaints of the Magis- 
trate of Elahabad. 


184. We have now the honour to report to your Honourable Court the renewal 
of the more serious depredations of the notorious rebel and marauder, Budjha 
Sing, in the Company’s provinces bordering on the dominions of his Excellency 
the Vizier, and the decisive measures which we have deemed it our duty to adopt, 
in order to prevail on the Vizier cordially to co-operate in the endeavours of the 
British Government, directed to the apprehension or extermination of Budjha 
Sing and his banditti. 


185. In consequence of the intelligence contained in the extract from our 
proceedings in the Military Department, recorded as per margin, T of the aid 
afforded to the depredations of Budjha Sing by certain Zemindars withia the 
territories of the Vizier, the Resident at Lucknow was instructed, on the 24th of 
April last, to suggest to the Vizier, and urge his Excellency to adopt such 
measures as, in the Resident’s judgment, might appear calculated to put a atop 
to the evident collusion of his Excellency's officers and Zemindars with Budjha 
Sing. 

186. Shortly after the despatch of those instructions to the Resident, we 
received from him a letter recorded on the annexed date,t enclosing copies of his 


correspondence relative to the proceedings of the detachments which were 
employed 
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employed in t af the rebel, Budjha Sing, and the protection and support 
which he d from the Vizier's } ddhotaers ih the Gistict it Moturcdie, 

Thé Resident.aleo requested the instructions of Goverriient vepeivting a sug. 
gestion caifained in Lieutenant-Colonel Adams's address to him of the Fath Apri, 
of employing @ party of Captain Skinner's irregutar horse, to be tinited’ with the 
detachment of infantry stationed at Seetapore, in the prétéction of the frontier of 
Barellie and the pursuit of the rebel. yoo a ae 


187. Your Honourable Court will concur in our regret, that the stile 
endeavours of Major Baillie to persuade the Viz er to adopt those measures With 
regard to his landholders which could alone counteract the inducement they 
have to abet the depredations of Budjha Sing, and to aid him in eluding the 
pursuit of our troops, have hitherto been rendered unavailing by the untoward 
disposition of his Excellency’s mind. 


188. It has ever been a subject of surprise and of just complaint on the part 
of the British Government, that the Vizier should so pertinaciously refuse his 
consent to the measure of authorizing the British troops stationed in the Ceded 
Provinces to enter his territorics m pursuit of marauders, who are enabled to 
commit depredations in the former by the asylum which they find in the latter. 


189. Although it must be admitted as a general proposition, and was indeed 
distinctly declared to Colonel Collins, the late Resident at Lucknow, under date 
the 12th August 1805, that consistently with the provisions of treaty, the British 
Government cannot authorize the entrance of its troops into the Vizier’s 
dominions in pursuit of rebels and fugitives against his Excellency’s consent, a 
point in confirmation of which, also, your Fionourable Court was pleased to 
transmit to this Government decisive orders, a the grounds of that proposition 
become in our judgment essentially changed, and the proposition itself must 
consequently be deemed susceptible of modification, if, as in the case under 
notice, the most irrefragable proof exists of encouragement, assistance, and pro- 
tection being afforded to marauders infesting the British territories by the 
Vizier’s officers or landholders, and if, with a knowledge of this fact, his Excel- 
lency neglects or refuses to adopt the measures necessary to remedy the abuse. 


190. This view of the obligation of the article in question we communicated 
to the Resident, and pete g that the authority of the Vizier within his reserved 
dominions could not be more absolute than that of the ruler of a State uncon- 
nected with the British Government, or any other power, by the obligations of 
defensive alliance; yet that, according to the principle of public law, no doubt 
could exist of our right to insist upon any adjoining State's consent to such 
measures, as after long forbearance and experience had been proved to afford the 
only efficient means of protecting our own territory, either from the rebellious 
invasion or the predatory incursions of eaters who were enabled to commit those 
offences against us, by the refuge habitually found within the neighbouring 
frontier; and if the evils of which the remedy was sought by us were sufficiently 
great to merit a full exercise of ourright, we should be warranted, we observed, 
by the same principles, in considering a pertinacious refusal on the part of the 
other Sovereign, amounting in its effect to a protection of the offenders, not 
merely from punishment but in the continucd molestation of our country, as 
a just cause of war, much more as affording a justifiable motive for passing the 
boundary in pursuit of a public enemy, for the purpose of doing ourselves and 
our people the justice which had been refused to amicable and frequent repre- 
sentations. 





191. The Resident, however, was desired not to consider these observations 
as authorizing the actual exercise of that right, but as eventually conducive to 
the accomplisiiment of the arrangement suggested by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Adams, as well as intended to support the efficacy of the Resident’s endeavours, 
and persuade the Vizier to exert his authority with respect to the landholders of 
Mohumdie, in the manner he had hitherto ineffectually proposed to him. 


1998. The Resident, we observed, would infer from this intimation, that we 
concurred in the expediency of Lieutenant-Colonel Adams’ suggestion ; but as 
the practicability of employing a detachment of Captain Skinner's irregular horse 
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in the manner proposed was doubtful, their services being in general ao, much 
Liwithin the Company's tereitories, we iiforimodt the Resident’ it a 
nee on the subject would be made to the Resident at Delhi, and we d. 
ingly instructed. Mr. Metcalfe ta asgertain, aud report 7 tathe Resident at 
know as well as to Government, whether the services 0 @ party of Carts de 
Skinner's horse employed in Hurriawa could be spared for the purpose suggests 
by Lieutenant-Colonel Adams, and in the event of its a 80 disposable, to 
order its immediate march to Barellie, directing the Risala-dar of the party to 
place himself under the orders of the commanding-officer at that station, to be 
‘advaneed to Seetapore on Major Baillie’s requisition. 


193. We stated our opinion to the Resident at Lucknow, that the Vizier 
could not, as apprehended by the Resident, object to the measure of stationing 
this or any other additional force within his territories, and that our, right tp 
adopt it might be maintained, on the ground that the number and description 
of the British troops to be stationed within his territories is not limited by treaty. 
That in a spirit of cavil, indeed, his Excellency might possibly allege, that as 
the number of our troops so to be employed was intended to be fa: by 
the arrangements necessary for the protection and tranquillity of his dominions, 
we were not entitled to augment it for any other purpose; but that we were 
unwilling to believe that his Excellency would resort to that argument, which 
would afford the strongest reason to impute to him a settled resolution to with- 
hold his co-operation in any measures directed to the object of effecting the 
destruction of the marauder Budjha Sing. If, however, on that or any other 

round, the Vizier should oppose the arrangement, the Resident was authorized 
to maintain the absolute right of the British Government to carry it into effect, 
not only on the specific ground above stated, but if necessary on the more 
general foundation of the provisional right, which must be deemed @ fortiori 
to admit the adoption of the arrangement in question. 


194. On the day on which those instructions were dispatched to the Resident 
we received from him the letter recorded on the annexed date,® transmitting his 
further correspondence with his Excellency the Vizier relative to Buodjha Sing, 
from which we learned the satisfactory intelligence of the Vizier having at 
length been so far induced to comply with the Resident's recommendation, as 
to direct the seizure and confinement of some of the Zemindars of Mohumdie 
who had been proved to have sheltered the marauders. 


195. On this occasion we desired the Resident to signify to his Excellency 
our satisfaction at this apparent disposition on the part of his Excellency to 
fulfil the positive obligation of contribating, by the exertion of his authority, to 
the success of the measures in progress for the apprehension of Budjha Sing, 


196. We likewise conveyed to Major Baillie our high approbation of the efforts 
which he had employed to effect this beneficial change in his Excellency’s dis- 
position. 











197. A subsequent despatch from the Resident, recorded as per margin, 
notifies the Vizier’s having authorized the apprehension of several other Zemin- 


ab subjects of his Excellency, who had been proved to have assisted Budjha 
ing. 


198. Being desirous of bringing the correspondence relative to Budjha Sing 
under the review of your Honourable Court in a connected series, we have 
abstained from noticing some despatches of importance intermediately received 
from the Resident at Lucknow which have occupied our deliberations. 


199. We allude to the three letters, with their enclosures, recorded oat the 
annexed date,t in which the Resident has communicated the correspondence 
which had taken place between the Vizier and the Resident, in consequence of 
the —— conduct of his Highness towards the Bhow Begum and Shums- 
oon-Nissa Begum, violating, with respect to the former, the obligations of an 
engagement concluded by his Excellency the late Governor-General Lord Tee, 


* Consultations, 15th May 1813, + Consultations, 8th May 1912, vide pages 268 to 277. 
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mouth in 1798, by an article of which the Vizier engaged to preserve certain Political Letter 
rights and privileges to the Bhow Begum. from Bengal, 


200. By that article the superintendence and management of the khoord pe 
muh] (the females of the family of the late Nawaub Shooja-ood-Dowlah) at 
Fyzabad were vested in the Bhow Begum, and the maintenance of its establish- 
ment provided for by a grant of territory to her Highness, under the guarantee 
of the British Government. 


201. Among the correspondence is a translation of a letter from her Highness 
the Bhow Begum to the Resident, stating that the Vizier, without any previous 
consultation with her, had dismissed Tuliseen Alee Khan, the Nazir of the khoord 
muhl, from that office, which he had held for near forty years, and placed a 
person selected by himself in that situation. The Bhow Begum justly complained 
of the violation of her rights on this occasion, and claimed the interference of 
the Resident in her behalf. 


202. In compliance with her Highness’s request, the Resident addresscd a 
letter to the Vizier, pointing out the impropriety of removing ‘'uhseen Alee Khan 
from his office without the previous consent and advice of the Begum and of the 
British Government, and urgently recommended his reinstatement. The Vizier, 
in reply, stated that he had been induced to remove Tuhseen Alec Khan from the 
situation of Nazir, 1n consequence of the complaints made against him by the 
ladies of the khoord muhl of his want of punctuality in the distribution of their 
allowances; and his Excellency denied having acted contrary to treaty in 
removing Tuhseen Alee Khan, on the ground that, according to the tenor of the 
treaty, he had full power and authority to act as he pleased in his household, 
being the sole heir and guardian of all his female relations. 


203. To this letter the Resident returned a reply, in which he was compelled 
to combat and refute the assertions and arguments of his Excelleucy, and in par- 
ticular to point out the inaccuracy of his [°xcellency’s statement of the dissatis- 
faction of the ladies of the muhl against Tuhseen Alee Khan, to whom repeated 
and numerous acknowlede ments of his extraordinary kindness towards them, 
during the pertod of thirty-eight ycars, had been made by the ladies of the 
kboord muhl, and a number of which, under the seals of the ladies, were in 
the Resident’s possession. 


204. Your Honourable Court will observe, that after the interchange of further 
letters, the Vizicr signified his consent, if ‘Tuhscen Alee Khan would offer any 
satisfactory suggestions on the subject of the future management of the muhl, 
and the ladies of the muhl should approve of it, to reinstate him in his office. 


205. We have, on a former occasion, brought under the notice of your 
Honourable Court the oppression exercised by the Vizier towards his sister, 
Shums-oon-Nissa Begum. The correspondence to which we have adverted 
contains a Ictter from Shums-oon- Nissa Begum to the address of the Resident, 
expatiating on her numerous grievances, and declaring her resolution, if the 
Resident should evade her requisition, to quit Lucknow without any further 
communication to him. 


206. The Resident addressed an urgent remoutrance io the Vizier in behalf 
of Shums-oon Nissa Begum, to which, as your Honourable Court will perceive, 
no satisfactory reply was returned. 

207. Your Honourable Court will observe in the first* of Major Baillic’s 
despatches on which we are treating, that Major Baillic remarks, that, in addition 
tothe cases of their Highnesses the Bhow Begum and Shums-oon- Nissa Begum, and 
to others of great importance, in which the interference und remonstrances of the 
British Governinent and the Resident have been disregarded and neglected, the 
subordinate pointsof complaint against his Excellency’s Government and its officers 
were such as in his judgment authorized and required the severe auimadversion of 
the Government, with the view of recalling the Vizier to a due sense of his 
Cngagements, and of preserving that just and necessary degree of influence over 
the affairs and Government of Oude which it has ever been thought advisable 
tO maintain. 
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208. The systematic opposition of his Excelleney the Vizier to evesy repre. 
sentation made to him on the part of the British Governmertt, appeared to.us to 
require that the influence of the representative character of the Resident should 
be supported by a letter of remonstrance on the part of the Governor-General to 
the address of his Excellency, embracing not merely the primary subjects of 
the Resident’s present despatches, but generally all depending points of negotia- 
tion between the two States. 


209. The Governor-General therefore addressed a letter to the Vizier, an 
English copy of which is recorded on the annexed date. * 


210. The points which form the subject of theGovernor-General’s letter have 
been brought under the notice of your Honourable Court in the late despatches 
from the Vice-President in Council and the Governor-General in Council ; and 
although his Lordship, in his letter to his Highness, has deemed it proper to dis- 
cuss at some length the various questions on which representations on che part of 
the British Government have becn treated by his Highness with invariable 
neglect, we do not consider it necessary to swell this despatch, by introducing 
into the body of it a recapitulation of the arguments and remonstrances by which 
his Lordship has urged the Vizier to adopt a line of conduct more creditable to 
himself, and more consistent with the manifest obligations of existing treaties. 


211. It will be sufficient, therefore, to state, that among the points above 
alluded to, the negotiations which took place during the last year on the subject 
of a reform of his Excellency’s administration, and which formed the subject of 
a separate address to your Honourable Court, under date the 15th of October 
1811, 1s the most prominent. His Excellency omitting to return any reply to 
the Governor-General’s Ictter of the @8th December 1810, although near six 
months had elapsed since his Lordship’s arrival at the Presidency, and _ his 
evident resolution to avoid, if possible, a re-agitation of that question, clearly 
demonstrated his Excellency’s fixed disinclination to attend to the wishes and 
advice of this Government and to the obligations of treaty in this respect. The 
former of these omissions appeared to us to demand particular animadversion, 
and tiiis topic has accordingly been noticed in suitable terms by his Lordship. 


212. The Governor-General also referred to the right possessed by the Bri- 
tish Government of investigating and arbitratiug all such claims and demands, 
on the part of the Vizier and his Aumils, as the British troops may be 
required to support, and adverted to the letters from the Vice-President in 
favour of Moonshee Alee Nuckce Khan and Hoosein Alee Khan, 


218. His Lordship also judged it necessary to enter into some detail of dis- 
cussion respecting the Vizier’s unwarrantable encroachments on the guaranteed 
rights of her Highness the Bhow Begum, with a view to demonstrate the 
injustice of his Excellency’s proceedings, and to manifest the determination 
ot this Government to fulfil the obligation of its guarantee on that and on every 
future occasion ; and finally, his Lordship animadverted on the failure of every 
effort of remonstrance on the part of the Resident to produce even a mitigation 
of the distresses to which her Highness Shums-oon-Nissa Begum is subjected by 
the rigour of his Excellency’s measures. 


214, An English copy of the Governor-General’s letter was transmitted to 
the Resident at Lucknow, for his information and guidance. The tenor of 
that document, and the intimate knowledge possessed by the Resident of every 
subject to which it related, precluded the necessity of any other instruction 
beyond an intimation desiring him, as opportunity might offer and occasions 
require, to resume, and endeavour to bring to a satisfactory conclusion, the 
numerous depending questions between the two Governments, regulating his 
representations to the Vizier by the spirit of his Lordship’s letter. 


215. The letter addressed to Major Baillie on this occasion, is recorded on 
the Consultation above noted.t 
216, On 
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216. On the Consultatian of the annexed date is recorded* a further despatch 
from the Resident at Lucknow relative to the superintendence of the khoord 
muh]; git as the subject of it did not in any way affect the resolutions 
which we had previously adopted, it is unnecessary to abstract its contents. 


217. The reply written by our directions is recorded on the same Consulta- 
tion.f 





EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER to BENGAL, 
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despatchest of the 26th August (paragraph 108) and 30th 
October 18i0 (paragraph 79), relative to the movements and operations of the 
troops stationed in the dominions of his Excellency the Vizier, recently employed 
at his Excellency’s request in the reduction of several forts belonging Yo his 
rebellious Aumils and Zemindars, we have the satisfaction to observe that 
except in the attack made on the fort of Praiegpore, which occasiuned tHe loss 
af two gallant young officers, Lieutenants Woolley and Dixon, besides several 
native officers and sepoys killed and wounded, this service, as far as it has pro- 
ceeded, has been accomplished without any matcrial inconvenience. 





EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER from BENGAL, 
Dated the 15th October 1812. 


Par. 252. In the onc hundred and eighty-second and following paragraphs of 
our despatch of the i:ti of June, we reported to your Honourable Court the 
communications whici we had directed the Resident at Lucknow to address to 
the Vizier, relative to robberies committed tn the districts of Elahabad and 
Goruckpore by persons who found a refuge from the pursuit of justice in the 
neighbouring territorics of his Excellency the Vizier, and that the Resident had, 

‘in conformity to our orders, made frequent and urgent remonstrances on the 
subject to his Excellency. We now beg leave to call the attention of your 
Honourable Court to two despatches from Maior Baillie recorded as per margin, § 
one enclosing translations of his correspondence with the Vizier on that subject 
and copies of instructions issued by him to the officer commanding the troops at 
Purtaubgurh for the apprehension of a marauder called Kishen Sing, the second 
enclosing translations of a Ictter from the Vizier founded on the correspondence 
reported in the first, and Major Baillie’s answer. 


953. Your Honourable Court will observe, that the Vizier, in his letter to the 
Resident last noticed, disputed the right of the British Government to ascertain 
the justice of the cause in which the services of the subsidiary troops might be 
required, and the Resident successfully replied to that argument. 


254 Your Honourable Court will recollect, that the Governor-General, in 
his letter to the Vizier of the 8th of May last (an abstract of which was included 
in our despatch of the 11th of June), has asserted that right. We have not 
received the Vizier’s reply to that letter, but on its receipt we shall be enabled to 
judge what measures it may be advisable to pursue, with a view either to the 
efficient exercise of the right in question, or to the more fundamental object of a 
reform in the system of his Excellency’s administration. Major Baillie was 
thercfore desired to continue to maintain it. 


255. The 


* Consultations, 15th 'May 1812, vide page 287. + Vide page 290. 
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§ Consultations 25th June 1612, vide page 291. 


Political Letter 
from Bengal, 
Li June 1512. 


puna 


Political Letter 
to Bengal, 
9 Sept. 1832. 


Political Letter 
from Bengal, 
15 Oct 1812. 


1o- conenatinene. 


Political Letter 
from Bengal, 
15 Oct. 1812. 


MRD oie 


796 OUDE PAPERS. 


255. The Resident also very properly frustrated an attempt of the Vizier to 
convert the alleged necessity for the employment of the British troops at Pur, 
taubgurh for the oo of the robbers infesting the district of Elahabad, 
into the means of placing those troops at the disposal of the Aumil for the pur- 
poses of oppressive coercion, by issuing guarded instructions on that occasion to 
the commanding officer at Purtaubgurh, 


256. On the Consultation last noticed* are recorded two despatches from the 
tesident, enclosing translations of his correspondence with the Bhow Begum and 
the Vizier on the subject of the arrears of-stipend due to the familtes of the Na- 
waubs Mirza Alee Khan and Salar Jung§ brothers of the Bhow Begum, and pay 
able under an assignment on the lands tormerly held by Mirza Jan, the adoptive 
son of Almass Alee Khan, which after having been long withheld by the Vizier 
had at last been discharged. 


257. The following are the circumstances of the above case. 


258. During the life of Almass Alee Khan and his brother, Rehmut Alee Khan, 
the stipends of the families of the late Nawaubs, Mirza Alee Khan and Salar Jung, 
were Issucd by the Vizier by assignments on the revenue of the districts which 
were farmed by those Aumils, and the same arrangement was continued while 
Mitza Jan, the adoptive son of Almass Alee Khan, was the farmer of the districts 
in question. On the removal and imprisonment of Mirza Jan, about two years 
ago, the stipends of some branches of those fainilies fell into considerable arrear, 
and a balance of those stipends, amounting to Rupees 10,550, was still due by 
his Excellency the Vizier, who persisted in withholding the payment of this 
small sum, to the great distress of the claimants and vexation of her Highness the 
Bhow Begum, although he admitted that it was justly due, and recognized the 
title of the Resident, in conformity with ancient and established usage, to inter- 
cede in behalf of the claimants, as the near relations of the Begum. 


259. The ground of the Vizier’s refusal to pay the balance at the request of 
the Resident, was his original assignment on the Aumil who had failed to pay 
the amount, but who hadbeen rendered incapable of discharging it by having 
been kept under close confinement and his property placed under attachment. 
Mirza Jan having been liberated from his confinement by the intercession of the 
Resident, paid the amount of the arrear, which was remitted to her Highness the 
Begum. Considerable delay, however, appeared likely to take place in the’ 


adjustment of the Vizier’s demand on Mirza Jan. jn 


260. We concurred entirely in the justice of the arguments which the Resi- 
dent employed in his letters to the Vizier, with a view to demonstraté that his 
Excellency’s treasury was properly responsible for the arrears of stipend due 
to the families of the Bhow Begum’s brothers ; more especially, as by retaining 
the person of Mirza Jan in confiuement and his property under attachment, 
the Vizier deprived him of the means of discharging the amount, and we 
informed the Resident that we entirely approved his interference and exertions 
in the affair. 


261. On the procecdings which we have last quoted are recorded letters from 
the Resident enclosing copies and translations of his correspondence with the 
Vizier ; first, on the subject of a, complaint of a non-commissioned officer in 
the Company’s service of an act of outrage committed against his brother by 
a Cutwal in his Excellency’s service; secondly, on the subject of a complaint 
preferred through the British officer commanding at Byramghaut by a sepoy in 
the Company’s service, of gross maltreatment on the part of an officer of the 
Vizier’s government. For a detail of the circumstancesof these outrages, we 
beg leave to refer your Honourable Court to the documents in which they are 
reported. 


262. It appears to us that the violent and unjust proceedings of the Cutwal 


were wholly unwarrantable, and we instructed the Resident to insist on the 
reparation 
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reparation of the wrong which the family of the non-commissioned officer had 
suffered at'tie-hdaads of the Cutwal. . 


263. The, ¢xaminations of the complaint preferred by the sepoy, taken both 
before the Regident and the Vizier, fully established the justice of it, and the 
Resident was enjoined not to relax his endeavours to obtain redress. a 


264. In the one hundred and eighty-sixth and following paragraphs of our 
letter of the 11th of June, we described the instructions which we had issued 
on the 8th of May to the Resident at Lucknow, for the guidance of his con- 
duct in the event of continued opposition on the part of the Vizier to the 
measures and arrangements suggested for the seizuie or destruction of the 
marauder Budjha Sing. 


265. The‘despatch from Major Baillie, recorded on the annexed date,* is 
in reply to those instructions. Major Baillie reported, that the Resident at 
Delhi had informed him that it wag impracticable to detach a portion of 
Captain Skinner’s irregular horse to aid in the pursuit of Budjha Sing (as autho- 
rized by us on the 8th of May), but that the zealous and active exertions of 
the detachment employed in the Vizier’s district of Mohumdie had superseded 
the necessity of that measure. ‘The Resident at the same time stated the satis- 
factory intelligence, that at a conference which he had with the Vizier, he had 
obtained the consent of his Excellency to the unconditional reappointment of 
Tuhseen Alee Khan to the office of Nazir of the khoord muhl, as well as his 
Excellency’s chcerful acquiescence in some important measures recommended 
by the Resident with reference to Budjha Sing, and the satisfactory adjustment 
of a few other subordinate points on which they had long differed in opinion, 
but that the remaining points of discussion between the two Governments 
remained in their former state. 


266. On the consultation noted in the margint is recorded an extract from 
our proceedings in the Judicial Department, relative to a robbery committed in 
the month of March last in the district of Sarun by some banditti who found 
protectiog in the Vizier’s district of Baraitch. We deemed it proper to trans- 
mit a copy of that extract to the Resident at Lucknow, with directions strongly 
to urge to the Vizier the expediency of adopting effectual measures for the 
apprehension and punishment of the banditti, especially of their chiefs, and of 
instituting a proper enquiry into the conduct of the Zemindars by whom the 
marauders in question were stated to be protected. 


267. Major Baillie prepared a translation of the documents above-noticed for 
the consideration of the Vizier, and in his letter reporting his proceedingst 
suggested the expediency of detaching a portion of the Honourable Company’s 
troops from Secrora to Atrowla and Bulrampore, and seizing the persons of such 
marauders as might be found to reside in those districts, without any reference 
to the Vizier or to the local authority of the Aumil, as was done on a recent 
occasion, at the suggestion of the Magistrate of Elahabad, in the district of 
Purtaubgurh. 


268. On the subject of this suggestion, we addressed to the Resident the 
following remarks : 


269. We observed, that his suggestion was expressed in terms which created 
a doubt in our mind with respect to the exact nature of it, as the measures 
actually adopted in the district of Purtaubgurh, to which Major Baillie referred 
as the measures which he proposed to be authorized on the occasion under 
notice did not seem to correspond with the description contained in his letter 
before us. Major Baillie proposed, that the British troops should be authorized 
to proceed to Atrowla and Bulrampore, and seize the persons of such marauders 
as might be found to reside in those districts, without reference to the Vizier 
or to the local authority of the Aumil: but in the case to which he referred, 


the orders issued by him to the commanding.-officer at Purtaubgurh, directing’ 
him 
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Political Letier him { on receiving information of Kishore Sing’s concealment, either from the 
wort i sé Magistrate of the district of Hlahabad or from the Vizier’s Aumil of Pur. 
_” " ~+ taubgurh, to take the necessary. measures for the apprehension. ofghat 
© marauder,’; were communicated to the Vizier previously to their being 

dispatcheg. es 
270. The mode of proceeding, therefore, adopted on that occasion, coyld 
not be said to have been adopted without any reference to the Vizier. Jf, how- 
ever, Major Baillie’s proposition was to be understood in a more limited sense, 
that is to say, if he intended as in the former case previously to apprize his Excel- 
lency of the nature of the orders to be issued and to obtain his consent, and if 
by the expression ‘“ reference to the Vizier or his Aumil,”’ he merely meant 
that after obtaining his Excellency’s general concurrence in the proposed 
measure the troops should be at liberty to proceed to the apprehension of the 
marauders on receiving intelligence of their concealment, without any additional 
reference or communication to the Vizier,or the Aumil, we apprized the Resident 
no objection existed to that mode of proceeding, because the: only objection 
would arise from the want of the Vizier’s consent, which was not supposed in 

the latter case. 


271. The foregoing instructions were issued to the Resident on the 17th 
August; but a further consideration of the proposition contained in his des- 
patch last noticed, suggested to us the expediency of endeavouring to obtain 
the Vizier’s consent to a modified employment of the British troops stationed 
within his dominions, for the apprehension of robbers and criminals who found 
a refuge and asylum therein from the pursuit of justice. On the 21st August, 
therefore, we directed the Chief Secretary to address a letter to the Resident, 
which ts recorded as per margin.* 


272. It was stated to Major Baillie, that adverting to the interest which, 
under the existing system of the Vizier’s Government, his Aumils and 
Zemindars had, in conniving at the depredations and protecting thepersons of 
professional robbers, a material advantage would be gained By out” pogséssing 
the liberty of employing our troops, in certain cases, for the apprehénsion of 
such criminals, without previous reference to the Vizier or to the officers of the 
district in which they might be concealed. The Resident was informed, that 
the cases in which this employment of our troops was alone contemplated were, 
when the commanding-officer might receive authentic intelligence that any of 
the marauders whose seizure was desired were concealed at some place within 
the distance of a rapid march from the station of the troops, and might have 
reason to believe that by the delay of a reference to the Vizier, or of appli- 
cation to the Aumil or Zemindar of the district, or even of the latter’s know- 
ledge that such movement was intended, the opportunity of effecting the seizure 
would be lost, or would be defeated. 


273. Strong objections, however, oppose the measure of authorizing such a 
system of proceeding without the Vizier’s consent ; for, although it is true, that 
without such consent that system might be rendered necessary, and might finally 
be justified by provocations even of a negative kind, such ag the refusal or, the 
neglect of the Vizier to afford the assistance which we have.a right to require 
against rebels and plunderers who take shelter in his territories, yet to redress 
ourselves at our own hands in the manner above stated, would be a measure 
of at least modified hostility, and would throw a degree of perplexity upon the 
nature of our relations with Oude, in regard tu the change which such a state 
of affairs might be supposed to operate upon them, as might create inconve- 
nience and embarrassment of various kinds; besides, it would be desirable to 
avoid any act which would afford to the Vizier even a plausible ground for’ com- 
plaining of a breach of treaty, as the movement of troops, and any operation 
executed by them without reference to him, for purposes of of own, would 
probably do. 


274. For these reasons, we informed the Resident that we were not prepared 
to authorize the employment of our troops in the manner suggested by him, 


without a reference to the Vizier, and without a genera), if not a specific oat 
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sent an his part. We therefore desired the Resident to request, and ende@vour 
tm dbtain, the Vizier’s consent to such orders for the sudden'march of detach- 
ments, in the cases only of the emergencies we had described, being issued to 
the officers in commend at the frontier stations within his Excellency’s domi- 
nions, and to make the application for this general sanction, without specifying 
any articular case for which that power might be desired, but upon the general 
and well-established ground, that such occasions for the immediate employment 
of troops might and actually do arise, and that without the power requested, it 
must st happen that the object which might otherwise be obtained 
must be defeated. 


275. Lastly, we observed to the Resident, that as the Vizier had repeatedly 
and solemnly declared his solicitude for the seizure of the marauders who infest 
our-territories, by means of the refuge which they found in his own, he could 
not, consistently with these declarations, withhold his consent to the proposed 
measure, unless he could disprove the exigency on which the application was 
founded, or unless he should maintain the probability of our availing curselves 
of the solicited privilege, in a manner to disturb the tranquillity of his country 
and to subvert the authority of his Government in.the districts where that pr 
vilege might be exercised, a supposition which, under the specified circum- 
stances and restrictions, he would not be warranted to assume, and which the 
Resident would of course be prepared to combat. 


276. The despatch from the Resident recorded on the Congultations noted in 
the margin,* contains copies of his correspondence with the Magistrate of Ela- 
habad on the subject of the latter’s suggestion, that a small detachment from 
the troops at Purtaubgurh should be stationed in the principal haunts of the 
marauders who have recently infested the trontier of the district of Elahabad. 


277. Concurring entirely in the Resident's opinion of the expediency of the 
measure suggested by Mr. Fortescue, we directed. the Resident to point out to 
the Vizier tle advantages to be expected from that measure, and to request his 
Excellency’s consent to its adoption. 


278. We remarked to Major Baillie the similarity of this arrangement to that 
which, in our instructions of the 21st of August, he had been directed to submit 
for the sanction of the Vizier, und observed, that the latter would include the 
former, excepting so far as ielated to the previous march of a detachment to the 
vicinity of the haunts of the marauders for the purpose of being in readiness to 
effect the seizure of them. Although, therefore, the general permission suggested 
in the former instructions should have been obtained on the Resident’s receipt of 
our reply to his despatch before us, we still stated the necessity of his obtaining 
the Vizier’s specific sanction to the arrangement proposed in the district of 
Purtaubgurh. 


279. Your Honourable Court will find recorded on the annexed datet a 
despatch from the Resident, in continuation of his letter referred to in the two 
hundred and sixty-seventh paragraph of this address, relative to the banditti 
who find refuge in the province of Baraitch, and enclosing copies and translations 
of the Vizier’s reply to his communication on that subject, with further corres- 
pondence which had taken place with his Excellency connected with it. 


280. The Vizier having, at the recommendation of the Resident, consented 
to adopt, with regard to the robbers of Baraitch, the same measures that he had 
been persuaded to adopt with regard to Budjha Sing, Major Baillie stated that 
the suggestion contained in his former despatch was superseded, and that if a 
similar course of proceeding were pursued with respect to the marauders who 
had lately infested the district of Elahabad, and who found refuge in that of 
Purtaubgurh, it might equally supersede the necessity of thegneasure proposed by 
the Magistrate of the former district, and referred for the orders of Government, 
as noticed in the two hundred and seventy-second paragraph of this despatels!: 


281. Ie 
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291, It: was.satisfactory to us to learn, that the Vizier-had been prevailed upon 
to issue. the. proclamation.and ‘orders proposed by Major Baillie (translations of 
whieh are enclosed in his despatch) ; and we signified: our concurrence in his 
Opinion of the expediency of issuing fhe same in thé district of Purtaubguth, 
with a view to the apprehension of. the marauders who had been in the habit’of 
infesting the district of Elahabad, and desired him to make tle necessary appli- | 
cation to the Vizier on the subject. We left it to the discretion of ‘the Resident 
to decide whether or not the adoption of these measures should supersede the 
proposition of the Magistrate of Elahabad above described. 


982. We stated, however, to Major Baillie, that it did not appear to us that 
the more general arrangement suggested in our instructions of the 21st 
August need be suspended, in consequence of the measures which the Vizier 
hat consented to adopt in the district of Baraitch, although Major Baillie was 
at liberty to suspend the prescribed proposition if he should judge it expedient 
so to do, submitting the grounds of his determination for our consideration. 


283. At our last meeting of Council gn the 2d tnstant, a despatch from the 
Resident was laid before us, in reply to our instructions of the 21st and 28th 
August, referred to in the préceding paragraphs ; from which it appears that, at 
a personal conference with the Vizier ou the 12th ultimo, the Resident pointed 
out to his Excellency the essential benefits to be derived by both States from the 
arrangement suggested by us, and described in a letter from the Resident to the 
Vizier, the draft of which the Resident submitted to the Vizier on that occasion. 
The Vizier desired*that the letter might be sent to him immediately, and pro- 
mised ‘to pay due attention to its contents, and to the further remarks on the 
subject of it which the Resident advanced at the conference. 


284. Major Baillie stated it as his opinion, that is Excellency would readily 
concur in the measure of stationing a portion of our troops on the frontier of the 
district of Purtaubgurh, but that his Excellency would make many objections to the 
other part of the proposed arrafgement, viz a general licence to the commanding- 
officer of our troops for the seizure of marauders in his dominions, without 
previous application, on every occasion, to himself. 


285. In the two hundred and fifth and two hundred and sixth paragraphs of our 
letter of the 11th June, we adverted to the oppression exercised by the Vizier 
over his sister-in-law, Shums-oon-Nissa Begum, and to the resolution expressed 
by the Begum to quit Lucknow and retire to her jJagier in the event of her not 
obtaining redress. 


286. The despatch from the Resident recorded on the annexcd date,* reports 
the actual retreat of thé Begum to her jagier, and her declared intention of 
remaining there but for a short time, and then proceeding to the Presidency, or 
to some intermediate station in the Honourable Company's territories where her 
residence may hereafter be fixed. 


287. The Resident stated, that the Vizier did not appear to be much concerned 
at the Begum’s departure from Lucknow, probably from a consciousness that his 
own ungenerous conduct was the only original inducement to that measure; and 
observed, thata timely change of conduct on the part of the Vizier, in compliance 
with the carnest and repeated advice of the British Government and its repre- 
sentative, would have sufficed to prevent her Highness from executing her 
design. The Resident added a suggestion, that the Begum Shums-oon-Nissa, 
might be permitted to take up her residence in one of the principal cities in the 
Company’s dominions. ' 


288. We intimated to Major Baillie, that if, as appeared to be the Case, all 
hope of a reconciliation between the Vizier and the es were extinguished, 
we should concur inhis suggestion that her Highness should be permitted to 
reside at some one of the cities in the Company’s ‘territories, and stated our 
opinion that Patna would be the most convenient. Under that arrangement, it 


would remain to make the necessary arrangements for her subsistence, which we 
were 


3 
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were.of course desirous to render, as far as might be practicable, agrécable to 
her wishes. ~ . 


289. In the year 1802, the late Resident at Lucknow, Colonel Scott, trans. 
mitted an earnest application from the Begum for permission to proceed to 
Kerbullaw ; and she at that time proposed, that the collections from ber jagier 
should be made from her own servants, subject to the authority and gdidance, 
or in other words under the guarantee of the British Government, and that 
after paying such salaries as she should appoint, the balance should be remitted 
to her monthly or annually through our officers. The Begum also proposed, 
that the provisions provided for her use from the Vizier’s kitchen should 
be — for an annual payment in money, and the amount be remitted 
to her. ’ 


290. The whole of the Begum’s requests were complied with, but her relin. 
quishment of her design precluded the agitation of the question with the 
Vizier. | 


291. A similar arrangement, on the present occasion, appeared to us to be 
ynobjectionable: but in communicating this opinion to the Resident, we 
observed that the consent of the Vizier would be necessary, and that his Excel- 
lency would probably be disinclined to admit the intervention of the proposed 
guarantee. 


292. }t occurred to us, however, a preferable arrangement would be to com- 
mute the jagier for a stipend equal to its produce, the Vizier paying the amount 
regularly into the Resident’s treasury, and the collector of the station at which 
the Begum might reside paying the same to her by fixed instalments from his. 
To this arrangement the Begum might object ; but we observed to the Resi- 
dent, that he would not perhaps find it difficult to overcome her objections. 
We authorized the Resident, however, to adjust the mode of providing for the 
Begum?’s subsistence in either way, according to his discretion, cxpressing our 
preference of the secon) suggested arrangement. 


98. It being in our judgment by no means advisable, nor under the resolu- 
torr adopted for any purpose necessary, that the Begum should proceed, as_ she 
appeared to have intended, to the Presidency, we desired the Resident, if she 
should still entertain that design, to dissuade her from carrying it into effect. 





EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER from BENGAL, 
Dated the 15th June 1813, 


Para. 288. In the two hundred and eighty-third paragraph of our address 
to your Honourable Court of the 15th of October last, we referred to a des- 
patch from the Resident at Lucknow on the subject of the arrangement which 
we had directed him to propose to the Vizier for the suppression of gang-rob- 
bery on our frontier districts, by banditti who found refuge within his Excel- 
lency’s dominions. 


289. On the Consultations of the date inserted in the margin,® your Honour- 
able Court will find a continuation of the subject of the despatch above 
referred to, enclosing copies and translations of a further correspondence with 
the Vizier relating to the mode which had been suggested to his Excellency of 
employing detachments of the British troops stationed in his Excellency’s 


country for the apprehension of those banditti, and reporting the seizure of 


four of the principal offenders who were sccreted in the district of Baraitch, 
and of the apprehension of Lootf Alee Khan, the Zemindar of Atrowla, the 
chief protector and abettor of the marauders, 

290. We 
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290. We signified to the Resident our entire approbation of the answer which 
he returned to the Vizier’s futile objections and discontented remarks contained 
in his letter to the Resident, the tenor of some i which appeared to call for 
some more special notice on our part. We observed, that the Vizier, ‘in object- 
ing to the employment of our treops for the apprehension of robbers and ban- 
ditti, who acquire the means of committing depredation and murder within the 
British territories by the asylum afforded to them in his Excellency’s country, 
had entirely lost sight of the positive obligation imposed on his Government, and 
of his dismclination or inability to fulfil that obligation. The measure in ques- 
tion, it was remarked, was proposed solely in consequence of the experienced 
inefficacy of reiterated applications for the due exertion of his Excellency’s 
authority in effecting the apprehension or expulsion of the marauders ; and the 
observations contained“in the Secretary’s letter of 8th May last, of which the 
substance is stated in the one hundred and eighty-eighth and following para- 
graphs of our despatch from this department of 11th June 1812, had demon- 
strated, that in applying for his Excellency’s consent to the arrangement 
described in the Sccretary’s letter of 11th August following, this Government 
had fallen far short of the exercise of its undoubted rights. It was, moreover, 
we observed, a subject of just offence to the British Government, that the Vizier 
had withheld his consent, not on the ground of a real or even protessed resolution 
to supersede the necessity of the proposed arrangement, by the due exertion of 
his authority over his own officers, but on the plea, or rather the unfounded 
imputation, of a declared design on our part to refuse the aid of our troops in the 
execution of the services prescribed by the stipulations of existing engagements, 
and of our declining to employ a military force for the coercion of debtors and’ 
defaulters, which formed no part of the obligations imposed on the Britisif 
Government by those envagements. 


291. We accordingly deemed it necessary to desire the Resident to explain to 
the Vizier the principles described in the Secretary’s letter of the 8th May Jast 
above referred to, intimating to his Excellency, at the same time, that in the 
event of his Excellency’s continuing to manifest his aversion to concur in the 
prosecution of effectual measures for the rcdréss of the grievous evils of - which 
we had so long and so justly complained, the British Government would be 
compelled to pursue the steps best calculated for the attainment of that object, 
without reference to his Exccllency’s authority. Our instructions to the Resi- 
dent of 23d October last, of which the substance has now been stated, will be 
found recorded as per margin.” 





292. On the proceedings of the annexed datef are recorded two despatches 
from the Resident, in continudtion of the subject of the arrangement above 
adverted to, for the apprehension ot the bandittt from the Vizier’s country, and 
tor the tranquillity of the Company’s frontier in the district of Elahabad, and 
reporting the seizure of one of the principal marauders. | In the latter of these 
two despatches the Resident stated that he had made the communication to the 
Vizier prescribed by our instructions of 23d October, and expressed his beliet' 
that it bad made a due impression on his Excellency’s mind, and would be 


attended with the most beneficial effects. 


293. In a subsequent despatch, recorded as per margin,f the Resident trans- 
mitted a copy and translation of a letter from the Vizier, in reply to the commu- 
nications above adverted to, respecting the mode of employing detachments of 
our troops in his Excellency’s territory, and reported the subterfuges of his 
Excellency with a view to prevent the due effect of the measures which had 
been adopted. On this occasion the Resident observed, that his disappointment 
in the hope of apprehending a noted marauder and his associates, through the 
exertions of his Excellency’s Aumils, had been aggravated in a peculiar degree by 
the tenor of his Excellency’s reply to the communications which had been made 
by him to his Excellency of our orders, in which his Excellency bad manitested 


a continued disposition to oppose the Just and necessary arrangement ie ee 
under 


» Consultations, 23d October, vide page 317. + Consultations, 15th January, vide page 324. 
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under the flimsy disguise of a declared solicitude, combined with’ an ineffectual ponee end 
proposition for the accomplishment of the object in view, by means which had 15 June 1813. 


been repeatedlly tried and uniformly proved unavailing. cis 


294. On a perusal of the Vizier's letter to Major Baillie, above adverted to, 
your Honourable Court will observe, that the conditions which the. Vizier 
thought proper to annex to his congent for the employment of ae 
stationed in his territory for the service in question, demonstrate either the 
absence of any cordial desire on his Excellency’s part to cc-operate with the 
British Government in repressing so great an evil and depriving the offenders of 
the shelter and support whiclf they find in his territories, or some unwarranted 
and offensive suspicion and jealousy respecting the object which this Govern- 
ment might have in view in the proposed plan. The almost invariable failure of 
every attempt to secure offenders in which his Excellency’s officers have had 
any share, left no room to hope that they could be more successful in future ; 
and in insisting on a mode of proceeding, of the inefficacy of which experience 
had afforded the strongest proof, it will be obvious to your Honourable Court 
that his Excellency’s conduct could be ascribed to no motive consistent with 
triendship or sincerity. 


295. Under a deliberate conviction, therefore, of the truth of this propo- 
sition, we considered it tv be our duty, after onc more attempt to obtain his 
Exxcellency’s co-operation, to resort to the only means which remained to secure 
the territory and subjects of the Honourable Company from the evils to which 
they continued to be exposed by the weakness, treachery, and corruption of 
the Vizier’s officers, namely, by the employment of the troops stationed within 
his Excellency’s dominions, as often as occasions for employing them on 
this species of service should atisc, without reference to his Excellency’s 
authority. 


996. We accordingly informed the Resident* of our resolution to authorize 
the officers commanding justs and detachments in Oude, on the receipt of an 
application either from Major Baillic or from the Magistrates of the neigh- 
bouring districts, accompanied by certain information of the hiding-places of 
public offenders, to detach the troops under their command for the appre- 
hension of the persons pointed out, without any communication with the 
officers of the local Government. It was judged proper, however, to limit this 
authority to cases in which the information should be precise and authentic, 
as any such movements of the troops on uncertain grounds would afford some 
countenance tu those objections, raised by the Vizier, which were so entirely 
destitute of force and plausibility. 


297. With the limitation above specified, we desired the Resident to furnish 
the commanding-officers with authority and instructions to the foregving 
effect, and to make the necessary communication to the Magistrates ot the 
adjoining districts in the Company’s territory. 


298. As it was on all accounts, however, desirable that the measuie which 
we had now determined on should be taken in concert with the Vizier, we inti- 
inated to the Resident that it would be proper for him, previously to issuing the 
instructions in question, to apprize his Excellency of the orders which he had 
received, and to make another attempt to obtain his assent to the arrangement, » 
and his cordial co-operation in carrying it into effect. On this occasion we sug- 
gested to the Resident the propriety of recalling the attention of his Excellency 
to the former representations which had been conveyed to him, of the modera- 
tion which we had observed in the exercise of our unquestionable rights, which 
not only entitled us to employ the force within his country for the apprehension 
of robbers, but under the many ineffectual applications to his Excellency for that 
purpose, to march troops across the frontier in order to cffect it. We furnished 
the Resident with another argument, not imappropriate to the present purpose, 
namely, the contrast between his Excellency’s conduct and that of other States 
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in alliance or friendship with, ws, bn similar occasiqons; and we parti 
alluded to the cordial and effectual co-gperation afforded by the feverouenes 
the Nizam, for the purpose of seizing or destroying marauders who plunder our 
territory and find refuge in the dominions of his Highness. The recent proceed- 
ings of Scindiah’s Government, alsa, in the apprehension of the banditti who 
attacked Mr. Halhed, as will be noticed more particularly in a subsequent part 
of this despatch, afforded another subject of representation to the Vizier, whose 
much more intimate connection and intercourse with the British Government, we 
observed, would naturally have led to the expectation of a very, different result 
of any comparison between his conduct and that of other princes. 


999. If his Excellency should continue to refuse or evade compliance with 
our just expectations, we instructed the Resident to proceed, without further 
delay, to carry into effect the orders which he had received. 


800. On the Consultations of the annexed date is recorded* a despatch from 
the Resident in reply to our instructions of the 29th January, above referred to, 
reporting the successful result of his efforts to obtain the acquiescence of the 
Vizier in the indispensable measure of authorizing the employment of British 
troops, on the requisition of the Magistrates of contiguous districts, for the 


seizure of public offenders. 


301. Tardy and reluctant as the Vizier’s consent has been, it has afforded us 
satisfaction, that the measure has been effected in apparent concurrence with his 
Excellency, instead of being promulgated as thé act of this Government, inde- 
pendently of the anthority of the Vizier, thus exhibiting to the public a marked 
disagreement between the British Government and his Excellency on a question 


of primary importance. 


302. With respect to the principal condition annexed by his Excellency to 
his concurrence in the arrangement, namely, that he should be previously fur- 
nished by the Magistrate of the contiguous districts, through the Resident at 
his Court, with a general list of the delinquents who are supposed to have found 
refuge in his territory, and whose apprehension imay hereafter become the $ubject 
of a requisition for the employment of our tioops, on the place of their conceal- 
ment being ascertained, your Honourable Court will observe, that the condition 
in question is not likely to affect the efficacy of the measures to be pursued. 


303. Thus has onc of the most vexatious and cmbarrassing of the subjects 
of contention between this Government and his Excellency the Vizier been 
removed ; and to the judgment, spirit, and firmness with which the Resident 
executed our instructions, is to be attributed the satisfactory accomplishment of 


this most desirable arrangement. 


304. For the detail of the instructions issued by the Resident to the com- 
manding officers of the troops, and the communications to the Magistrates in 
consequence of the conclusion of the arrangement above desertbed, the tenor 
of which has been entircly approved by us, we beg leave to refer your 
Honourable Court to the enclosures in the Resident's despatch already noticed.| 


305. On the procecdings of the annexcd datet is recorded a despatch from 
the Resident in continuation of the subject of his despatch last adverted to, 
transmitting copies of letters from the Magistrate of Elahabad and the com- 
manding-officers of the troops at Sultanpore and Purtaubgurh, in reply to 
his communications and instructions noticed in the preceding paragraph. ‘The 
circumstances stated in one of those letters (Colonel Frith’s), of the deplorable 
state of the wretched inhabitants of some villages in one of the Vizier’s districts, 
as reported by the officer who had been detached there for the apprehension o! 


some offenders, although neither new nor surprising, the Resident remarks, ee 
j sucu 
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such as have been frequently submitted by him to the Vizier in the course of his 
correspondence on the subject of reform, exhibit suel: a picture of the misery and 
oppression which prevail in his Excellency’s country, as to afford a striking proot 
of the manifest justice and necessity of the measures which we have so urgently 
recommended to the Vizier for the improvement of the administration of his 
dominions, and which wili form the subject of a separate’despatch to your 
Honourable Court from this department. | 


306. The despatch from the Resident recorded on the proceedings of the 
26th ultimo* contains the report of the conference which the Resident held with 
the Vizier previously to obtaining his Excellency’s consent to the arrangement 
for the employment of our treops in the apprehension of banditti in his Excel- 
lency's territories, but was not received until after the despatch of our instruc- 
tions of the 20th January, although the general tenor and result is stated in the 
Resident's previous despatches. We beg leave to attract the particular attention 
of your Honourable Court to that despatch, as exhibiting in the amplest manner 
the unhappy disposition of his Excellency’s mind, the character and grounds of 
his resistance to every proposal, the most simple, unobjectionable, and salutary, 
which this Government may have occasion to suggest to him, and the extraor- 
dinary difficulties which oppose the successful conduct of the duties of the 
British representative at his Excellency’s Court. We have no doubt that the 
perusal of that document, which embraces the discussion of a variety of argu- 
ments with his Excellency on the subject of the negotiation im question, will 
impress your Honourable Court with a high sense of the address and ability with 
which the conference was conducted on the part of Major Baillic. 


511. On the prececdings of the date noted in the margint 1s recorded a des- 
patch from Major Baillic, reporting his procecdings relative to a person named 
Hyder Bukhsh, a dependant of the late Alimass Alce Khan and a native of 
Corah in the Ceded Provinces, who had for a considerable term of years during 


the life of Almass held an office under that person’s authority in the service ot 


the Vizier. His Excellency now objected to his departing from Lucknow 
according to his intenuicu, charging him with having embezzled a part of Almass’s 
wealth, which, on that person’s death, ought to have become the property of the 
Vizier. . 


312. The Resident, aware that this statement was groundless, the Vizier 
having, through the agency of the Resident, given an acquittance in full to 
Hyder Bukhsh in commoy with all Almass’s servants, and believing that Hyder 
Bukhsh’s detention had no other object than to gratify the caprice and tyranny 
of the Vizier, and being of opinion that, as a dependant of Almass, Hyde 
Bukhsh was entitled to the protection of the British Government, the Resident 
warmly espoused his cause, and finding the Vizicr determined to prevent him 
from leavin& Lucknow, Major Baillie, after several ineffectual attempts to obtain 
his consent, resolved to sanction the departure of Hyder Bukhsh of his own 
authority, and to afford him the protection of an escort of British sepoys, to 
prevent him from being molested by any of his Excellency’s officers in the case 
of Uicir attempting to detain him, and of his Excellency’s persisting in his refusal 
‘to grant.a passport to Eyder Bukhsh, corresponding with that which he had 
uy obtained under the seal of the Governor-General, to procced to 

varcutta. 


315. For a detailed statement of the grounds on which the Resident conceived 
that he was justitied in adopting the resolution above stated, we beg leave to 
refer your Honourable Court tq the Resident's despatch referred to in the pre- 
ceding paragraph. It appears by a letter {rom the Resident recorded as per 
margin,} that his Excellency finally consented to the departure of Lyder Bukhsh 
in the manner described in that despatch. We shall have the honour of stating 
Our sentiments on this transaction to your Honourable Court in a subsequent 
part of this address, the affair in question being connected with the consider- 

ation 
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ation of a subject which we shall now proceed to bring under the notice of your 
Honoutable Court. 


314. On the proceedings noted in the margin® is recorded a letter from the 
Resident, enclosing the translation of one addressed by his Excellency the Vizier 
to the Governordseneral, exhibiting a formal charge against the Resident of 
intemperate aud disrespectful language and conduct towards his Excellency, con- 
cluding by the expression of his Excellency’s desire to proceed on his long-talked- 
of pilgrimage. The Resident accompanied the transmiséion of that extraordinary 
docunient with some remarks on the subject of it, and with the translation of a 
statement which he addiessed and submitted to the Vizier on the receipt of his 
Excellency’s letter to the Governor-Gencral. 


315. The Resident prefaced his observations on the charges exhibited against 
him, by stating that it could not be a matter of surprise that the nature of the 
negotiations ant discussions which had arisen at the Court of Lucknow during 
the last two years should have excited the resentment of the Vizier against the 
immediate organ of communication with his Excellency, and the agent for the 
accomplishinent of our just views; yet that a formal and serious complaint, of 
the nature of that which was now beoash forward, was as unexpected on his 
pait as the object of his Excellency’s letter, and the principal circumstances 
which were stated in it, would probably appear to us to be evasive and destitute 
of solid foundation. 


316. In the statement addressed to the Vizier, for which we beg leave to refer 
your Honourable Court to the proceedings noted in the margin,= Major Baillie 
has adverted specifically to every point stated in the Vizier’s letter to the 
Governor-General; and as it appears to us, with one exception, successfully 
vindicated himself from the charge alleged against him by his Excellency. Major 
Baillie stated the purpose of presenting the statement to the Vizier to be to enable 
him to reply to it, if the contents should suggest to him an answer to what he 
had stated in refutation of his Exccllency’s accusation. 


317. A few days after the receipt of the Resident’s despatch above adverted 
to,f we received a further despatch in continuation of the first, transmitting a 
translation of a letter which he had received from the Vizier in answer to the 
statement submitted by him to his Excellency, and of his further reply to that 
letter. On this occasion the Resident stated that it had been his original inten- 
tion to abstain from further correspondence with the Vizier on the subject of 
his letter to the Governor-General, and after submit¥ng a copy of the Vizier’s 
answer to his statement, with such remarks as the tenor might have suggested 
to him, for our decision, to await the communication of that decision to his Ex- 
cellency dicctly, or to himself, before he should address him again on any sub- 
ject whatever, unless it were of a nature so urgent as could not with propriety be 
postponed until he should receive our instructions. Such an cree. the Resi- 
dent stated, had in his opinion actually arisen, with reference to the general 
tenor and the manner of the Vizier’s letter to his address, and particularly tosome 
of the doctiines laid down in that letter, which seemed to the Resident's judg- 
ment so novel and extraordinary, that he could not, consistently with his sense 
of duty, refrain from submitting to his Excellency his sentiments on the nature 
of the degradation which he had thus attempted to impose on the high official 
station of the representative of the British Government at his Excellency’s 


Court. 


318. Your Honourable Court will observe, on a perusal of the Resident's 
despatch last adverted to, which contains a copy of the answer which the Resi- 
dent had returned to the Vizier’s letter, that the circumstance of degradation, to 
which the Resident alluded, was the exceptionable manuer of writing which the 
Resident stated that the Vizier began to adopt iti the latter years of the Residency 
of the late Colonel Scott, and had gradually brought to a pitch, in the Resident's 


judgment, highly offensive. After stating the causes and motives of the omis- 
Sion, 


* Consultations, 22d January, vide page 328. + Consultations, 22d January, vide page 396. 
t Consultations, 29d January, vide page 339. 
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sion, drt the part of his predecessors and also of himself, tosnotice the conduct of 
the Vizier in this respect at an earlier period, which had thus afforded .an oppur- 
tupity to the Vizier, not only to persist in and to aggravate his own exceptionable 
style, but to be the first tocomplain, however groundlessly, of a want of respect 
on the part of the Resident, Major Baillie stated his intention to transmit to the 
Persian Department copies of a number of letters from the late Nawaub Asuf- 
ood-Dowlah to Mr. Ives and Mr. Lumsden, of letters from those gentlemen to the 
late Nawaub, with copies of a number‘of letters from the present Vizier ‘to Mr. 

msden and Colonel Scott, and from them to his Excellency ; a comparison of 
the style and manner of which with those of his Excellency’s recent letters to 
himself, would enable the Persian Secretary to report on the general accuracy 
of the Resident's remarks on that subject. On the receipt of that report, the 
Resident stated that it would remain for us to decide whether the present forms 
of correspondence adopted by his Excéllency towards the British representative 
at his Court, and the submissive: and derogatory style which his Exccllency 
required to be continued on the part of that officer, or the less exceptionable 
practice of former times and of the early part of his Excellency’s Government, 
should be resumed and established for the future. 


319. The Resident having accordingly transmitted the documents* mentioned 
in the preceding paragraph to the Persian Secrctary, that officer was directed to 
prepare a report on the subject, to which we shall have the honour to call the 
attentiomof your Honourable Court in the sequel. 


$20. In the meantime we directed the Secretary to address a letter to the 
Resident, containing our sentiments on the charges of disrespectful and intem- 
perate language and conduct which his Excellency the Vizier had preferred 
against him, and stating our resolutions, with respect to the other subjects intro- 
duced by the Vizier in the same letter, namely, the renewal of his desire to 
travel. 


$21. We shall briefly state our sentiments in this place regarding the nature 
of the charges exhibited 2gainst the Resident, referring your Honourable Court 
for the detailed expression of our Sentiments to our Sccretary’s letter to Major 
Baillie, recorded on the Consultations of the annexed date.T 


$22, The extraordinary and groundless accusation in question appeared to 
us to require the decisive interference of Government, in order to vindicate the 
official conduct and proceedings of the Resident, to uphold and strengthen the 
influence of his representative character, and to counteract the evident design 
of the Vizier in framing the letter to the Governor-General’s address, viz. to 
deter the Government from persevering in the prosecution of the objects which 
have formed the topics of the Resident’s recent discussions with his Excellency, 
by accusations against its representative at his Excellency’s Court, and by renew- 
ing the subject of his travels. 


323. We were accordingly prepared to address a letter to the Vizier calculated 
to effect the important object above stated, when the receipt of the Resident’s 
second despatch, noticed in the turee hundred and seventeenth paragraph of 
this letter, enclosing the continuation of his correspondence with his l:xcellency, 
appeared to us to render it advisable to take the new and higher ground which 
we should be enabled to assume, by the discovery of the improper and indecorous 
style in which the Vizier himself had of late been accustomed to indulge in his 
correspondence with the British Resident. 


324. It became necessary, therefore, to suspend the preparation of an 
answer to his Excellency’s letter, under the different view which we had taken 
of the question, in consequence of the receipt of the Resident’s last despatch, 
until a particular report should be received from the Persian Secretary, founded 
on the communications from the Resident to that officer, and on the materials 
which the records of his office would supply, of the several changes which had 
Occurred in the manner of conducting the correspondence between the 7 

an 
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Political Letter and the successive Residents at his Court, the origin of the departure from 
IS Jane arg, those terms of respect whiclt were formerly observed, both by the present 
_...—-—~—s Vizier and his predecessor, and the nature and extent of those deviations fy 
the proper style of address, Such a report was necessary to form the founda- 
tion of a grave and official remonstrance with the Vizier on the subject; and of 
a requisition, in the name of the Governor-General, that his Excellency would 
revert to that correct and decorous mode of conducting his correspondence 


with the British Resident, from which he ought never to have departed. 


825. We directed the Secretary, in his letter before referred to, to signify ¢o 
the Resident that we did not consider it necessary to enter into a particulhr and 
minute examination of the several charges of intemperate and digyespectful 
language and conduct brought against him by the Vizier, which had been in 
general successfully refuted in his lettes,to the Vizier; the only exception to 
this remark being the case of Hyder Bukhsh, to which we have adverted in a 
preceding paragraph of this address. Me 


326. With respect to Hyder Bukhsh’s case we observed, that it involved the 
very delicate question of the degree in which our interfeténce with the Vizier 
in favour of persons of that class could properly be exercised ; and as our view 
of it differed materially from that which had been taken of it by the Resident, 
we entered at some Icngth into a consideration of the whole transaction. We 
remarked, that we were unable to consider Hyder Bukhsh in the light of a 
British subject, on the ground stated by Major Baillie, merely of his ha¥ing been 
born and possessing landed property in the Ceded Provinces, since the circum- 
stance of his having been from his infancy resident within the dominions of the 
Vizier, and employed from an early period of his life in the service of the 
Government of Oude, combined with the relation in which he stood towards 
Almass Alee Khan, himself a servant of that State, must, in our judgment, be 
considered to supersede any claim to the personal privileges and rights of a 
subject of the Company, which, perhaps, he might otherwise derive from the 
possession of lands in a province now belonging to the Company but formerly 
to the Vizier, and ceded by the latter at a period long subsequent to the origin 
of Hyder Bukhsh’s connection with Almass and the Government of Oude. After 
reviewing the situation in which Almass Alee Khan had stood to the Company, 
and the peculiar claim which he had acquired to our countenance and support, 
and acknowledging the disposition which we entertained to afford, to a certain 
extent, similar countenance and favour to his family and dependants after his 
death, we observed, that the whole spirit and tenor of our instructions to the 
Resident of 10th October 1808, by which we had authorized him to interpose 
in their behalf by employing the language of representation and remonstrance 
in order to divert the Vizier from any measures of harshness and injustice, nay 
(as applicable to any supposed designs to deprive the persons in question of their 
property) the express letter of them demonstrated the objcction of the British 
Government to the adoption of measures of a more decided character, any night 
to employ which we disclaimed, as inconsistent with the acknowledged pre- 
rogatives of the Vizier and the provision of treaty. 


327. As connected with the personal claim of Hyder Bukhsh to our support, 
we observed, in reply to an argument employed by the Resident, that Hyder 
Bukhsh being possessed of a passport under the signature of the Governor- 
General, might be considered to be placed in the condition of a person enjoy- 
ine the protection of the British Government, and on that ground, that his 
being allowed to depart from Lucknow might be insisted on: that the Governor- 
General’s passport could only become of authoritative force, on the entrance 
of the person holding it, being the subject of another State, within the Honour- 
able Company’s teriitories. 


328. By the stipulations of the treaty of 1801, explained and confirmed by 
the result of the subsequent negotiation between the Marquis Wellesley and 
the Vizicr at Lucknow, the British Government is empowered to offer its 
advice to the Vizier on all matters connected with the affairs of his Excel- 
lency’s Government, and the Vizier is bound to act in conformity to the advice 


of the Government; but this reciprocal obligation, we observed to the 
Resident, 
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Resident, must be interpreted by the general spirit and objects of the alliance, 
aed .carnot he made the ground of indiscriminate interference en our part in 
gdetions between the Vizier and his subjects, We remarked to Major Baillie, 
hat it was indeed desirable, on many grounds of — expediency, as well 
as ‘btcause it is consonant to the general spirit of the treaty, that we should 
abstain from interposing in cases of inferior importance, as the frequent eccur- 
rence of such-interpositian, weuld be apt, by exciting irritation and distantent, 
to indispose the Vizier to'listen to.our remonstrances in affairs of greater mag- 
nitade, for which -the weipht of. our authority ought to be reserved. . Qn.all 
these grounds, we signified to Major Baillie that we should have wished that he 
had not taken up the cause of Hyder Bukhsh so warmly, as his just and natural 
feelings of compassion for the hardship of his situation, combined with his 
conviction of Hyder Bukhsh’s claim to the protection of the British Govern- 
ment, prompted him todo. We added, that it could not be denied that the 
character of the Vizier’s conduct towards Hyder Bukbsh partook Jargely of that 
capricious ahd tyrannical exercise of his power, which had unfortunately become 
habitual.to his Excellency, and which appeared to afford him peculiar gratifica- 
tion, when it was directed against any person who either was, or expected to 
be, an object of the consideration and regard of the British Government. 





329. In communicating these sentiments to Major Baillie, we directed the 
Secretary to signify to him that we fully appreciated the delicacy of his situa- 
tion, and the difficulty which he must experience in cases in which the limits 
of interference and forbearance are so inaccurately defined, in avoiding the 
epposite evils of trenching upon -the independent authority of the Vizier, on 
the one hand, and withholding the support of his representative situation from 
persons looking up to the British Government for protection on the other. The 
repeated testimonies which Major Baillie had received from us, of our appro- 
bation of his conduct in the discharge of the arduous duties of his station, we 
intimated to him would, ‘we had no doubt, satisfy his mind that, in forming a 
judgment of the course which he was called on to pursue in the affair in ques- 
tion different trom his cwn, we had given the most unqualified credit to the 
motives of public zeal and of warm and generous feeling which had governed 
his conduct. 


380. We observed, on this occasion, to Major Baillie, that the part of his 
proceedings relative to Hyder Bukhsh which proved the least satisfactory to us, 
was the menace which he had held out to the Vizier of affording to Hyder 


Bukhsh the protection of an escort of sepoys, to enable him‘to quit the city of 


Lucknow and his Excellency’s duminions. This, it was remarked to Major 
Baillie, was the more to be regretted, as it might have placed us in the embar- 
rassing dilemma of withholding our support to the proceedings of an officer 


high in rank and in the confidence and esteem of the Government, or of 


enforcing an act which our judgment could not approve. Fortunately the 
difficulty was removed, and the question closed, by the departure of Hyder 
Bukhsh from Lucknow with the sanction of the Vizier ; and in expressing our 
satisfaction at the‘termination of this affair, we directed the Resident to inti- 
mate to the Vizier, that although Hyder Bukhsh had left his dominions, he 
would still be Kable to be called on to answer any charge or demand which his 
Excellency might produce against him. We signified to the Resident our 
desire, that he would take an opportunity of intimating this to the Vizier, at 
such a time, and in such manner, as he might judge most likely to impress him 
with a sense of our desire to do impartial justice betwcen his Excellency and 
an alleged defaulter. 


$31. On the subject of the desire expressed by the Vizier, ii his letter to the 
Governor-General, to travel, we remarked that we were satisfied that he had no 
serious intention of putting his plan in execution. His design in bringing it 
forward was evidently to induce the Government to remit its endeavouts- to 
obtain his compliance with its requisitions, by leading it to apprehend that he 
really would put in force his scheme of leaving his dominions, if he should be 
pressed on any unpleasant subject of negotiation. His expectation of success 
was probably encouraged by the great desire which had, on former occasions, 
been evinced to prevail on him to abandon his intention. As it was highly 
U desirable, 
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desirable, however, that he should be made to understand that Government 
viewed it asa matter of indifference, we informed the Residegt that we showed 
express our readiness to afford every facility to the accomplishment of his Excel- 
lency’s wishes, requiring no other condition than that he should make a suitable 
arrangement for the administration of his Government during his absence. "The 
arrangement we alluded to was that pointed out in the ‘instructions of thé 
11th November 1802 to Colonei Scott, the then Resident at Lucknow, on the 
occasion of a similar intention having been expressed by the Vizier to travel, 
viz. the appointment of a Regent, who should be bound by a specific engage- 
ment to regulate all his official proccedings by the advice and recommendation of 
the British Government. If his Excellency were to consent to such an arrange- 
ment, his departure, we observed, though certainly an undesirable event even 
then, would be the less to be regretted from the opportunity which it would 
affoid of introducing an improved system of administration into his dpminions, 
We concluded this pait of the subject, by observing that while the conditions 
formerly annexed to our consent to the Vizier’s undertaking the proposed 
journey, vis. that he should previously carry intoeffect the reform, would not be 
insisted on, it would be proper to intimate to his Excellency that his departure 
would not cause any relaxation of the endeavours of this Government to accom- 
plish that important object. 


332. In conclusion, we directed the Secretary to state to Major Baillie, that 
recurring to the complaint against him, our confidence in his zealous, able, and 
judicious performance of the arduous duties of his office continued unabated, 
and that we were satisfied that the calumnious charges against him were to be 
ascribed to the displeasure excited in the mind of the Vizier, by his zealous and 
persevering endeavours to mitigate the rapacious and oppressive system of his 
Excellency’s Government, and to prevail on him to regulate it by the principles 
of justice, moderation, and good faith. 


33. We have now the honour to solicit the attention of your Honourable 
Court to the report submitted to us by the Persian Secretary on the subject of 
the forms of correspondence observed between the Vizier and Major Baillie. 
Your Honourable Court will find it recorded on the proceedings of the annexed 
date,* and you will observe with satisfaction the testimony borne by Mr. Monckton 
to the general accuracy of the remarks contained in Major Baillie’s address -to 
his Excellency the Vizier, already adverted to, founded on a critical examination 
of the documents transmitted by the Resident to the Persian office. It would be 
supe fluous, nor could the subject, as involving a critical knowledge of the Persian 
language, be generally intelligible to your Honourable Court, to follow the 
Persian Secretary through his discussion of the different terms of address, with 
reference to the niinute rules prescribed for the selection of words and phrases 
according to the relative rank of the parties, rules complicated and extensive, 
and altogether unknown in the system of European correspondence. The 
Persian Secretary stated the result of bis investigation to be, that Major Baillie, 
as he himself had stated, had enly reverted to the forms which were observed by 
the Residents during the late Vizier Asuf ood- Dowlah’s administration, and con- 
tinued for a time after the present Vizier’s accession; while, on the other hand, 
the Vizier had addressed the Resident in a style which placed that officer in a 
rank relatively to his Excellency far inferior to those of his predecessors in office, 
Who practised the same forms of correspondence as now used by Major Baillie. 
In corroboration of the conclusions drawn by Mr. Monckton, we beg leave to call 
the attention of your Honourable Court to a minute recorded on this occasion by 
Mr. Edmonstone. 


334. In that minute, which your Honourable Court will find recorded as per 
margin,t Mr. Edmonstone stated that the Persian Secretary's analytical obser- 
vations on the relative forms of correspondence between the Vizier and the 
British Resident were cntirely consistent with all the knowledge which he 
possessed of the rules and principles by which those forms were regulated, and 
that he fully concurred in the conclusions which Mr. Monckton had drawn. It 
was to be observed, however, Mr. Edmonstone remarked, that the Vizier’s hats 

agains 
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against the Resident on the subject of the latte:’s written and verbal communi- 
cations, and the Resident’s statement relative to the impropriety of the style of 
writing adopted by the Vizier, stood ou very different grounds. gt was the 
matter and spirit of the Resident's representations of which the Vizier complained. 
It was the assumption of « high and authoritative style of address, unsuited to his 
Excellency’s relative rank, that constituted the Resident’s charge against the 
Vizier. ‘The first was compatible with the observance of the strictest torms of 
oriental correspondence, the latter was inadmissible and offensive, however 
gracjpus the substance of the communication might be. 


335. Mr. Edmonstone observed, that although the scverity of some occa- 
sional passages in the scrics of the Resident's letters to the Vizier might perhaps 
have been avoided, without weakening the torce und effect of his representa 
tions, yet the general language of argument and controversy employed by the 
Resident, naturally and even necessarily proceeded from the very nature of the 
subjects of negotiation, combined with the peculiar temper and disposition of the 
Vizier, the defects of his character, and the vicious system of his Government. 
That language of argument and controversy offended the Vizier, because it was 
addressed (unavoidably addressed) to him. In every other State, Mr. Edmon- 
-tone observed, there was a Minister, who conducted with the representative of a 
foreign power the details of negotiation. The freedom of discussion was not 
embarrassed by the inequality of rank, and offence to the Sovereign was avojded 
by the intervention of an agent. If thé Vizier thought proper to undeitake the 
detail of duties which belonged to an officer cf Government, he must submit 
to the inconvenience which necessarily attends his assumption of that subordi- 
nate character. 


336. The Vizier, it was remarked by Mr. Edmonstone, had no title to com- 
plain of the spirit and matter of communications which belong to the subject of 
negotiation, and which, under the system adoptedby bim for the conduct of 
public affairs, could only be addressed to himsclf. The language of Major 
Buillie’s letters, considered with reference to the minute rules prescribed for the 
selection of words and piriases according to the relative rank of the partics (rules 
complicated and extetsive, and altogether unknown in the system of European 
correspondence), was not merely unexceptionable, but perfectly respectiul ; and 
Mr. Edmonstone stated his opinion, that the Vizier did not appear to him to 
accuse Major Baillie of a departure fiom those rules. 


337. Mr. Edionstone concluded his minute by observing, that the Vizier 
himself, however, had deviated from those rules essentially, and that the style 
of his letters to the Resident was that which no person of a rank inferior to that 
of royalty was entitled to employ in addressing the representative of a foreign 
State. It was an offence to the British Government, as well as personally to the 
Resident. The relative terms applied to his own letters and to the representations 
of the other party, were precisely those which he would adopt in writing to the 
lowest of his subjects; a gross impropriety, which Mr. Edmonstone remarked 
should certainly be corrected. 


338. The improper and highly disrespectful style of the Vizicr’s correspon- 
dence with the British representative having been thus fully established, the Go- 
vernor General was enabled to assuine the high ground which had been antict- 
pated in framing a reply to lis Exccllency’s letter of complaint, and after speci- 
fically answering each article of charge against the Resident, to call upon his 
Excellency, in the most explicit terms, to revert to those observances of respect 
which had uniformly been practised from the caily periods of the intercourse 
between the two States, until they had been set aside by his own act. An imme- 
hate compliance with this requisition was stated ta be essential to the mainte- 
natice of the dignity of the British Government, and of its accredited agent at 
his Excellency’s Court. The Vizier was at the same time assured, that as.no 
Just cause of offence in that respect had‘ever been given by the Resident, so in 
his futurecorrespondence the Resident would always conform to those obser- 
vances of respect and honour which were due to his Exccllency’s exalted rank 
and station, and woukl manifest every possible regard to his Excellency’s feelings 
on the points on which it would be Major Baillie’s duty to address him. 
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Political Letter © $39, With respect to that part of the Vizier's letter Which related to his wish te 
bao : nt trayel, his Excellency was informed that the Resident had, been instructed to meke 
os known to him the sentiments of the British Governiagt: wid cleat whew we 
Pxcellency should have made the necessary arrangeme t for the adimivistration 
of his Government during his absence, every practipable facility sliould be 

afforded to his Excellency for the accomplishment of his wishes. 


340. For the detail of the replies which were returned to each article of charge 
against the Resident, and of the sentiments entertained by us on the several 
topics of his Excellency’s letter, we beg leave to refer your Honourable Gourt 
to the Governor-General’s letter to his Excellency which is recordéd’on the Con- 
sultation of the annexed date.* , 


341. Ona perusal of that letter, your Honourable Court will observe, that 
it has been so framed as to prepare his Excellency’s mind for the renewal of the 
subject of the reform of his administration, and other depending points, on 
which the extreme pressure of other business of more immediate urgency has 
rendered it necessary for us to suspend our deliberations, but which are now 
under consideration, and will form the subject of an early communication to 
the Resident. It will be obvious to your Honourable Court, that the question 
of the reform will now be urged with all the advantage to be derived from the 
effect which must be produced by the decided interference of the Government 
on the occasion, which was the immediate subject of the letter to his Excellency 
above adverted to; and a similar advantage maybe expected to be found with 
respect to the other questions depending with the Vizier, which still remain 
unadjusted. 


342. Since the date of the latest proccedings to which this letter espe- 
cially refers, we have received from the Resident the report of bis proceedings 
under the instructions of the 22d January and 4th March, and of the effect of 
the Governor-General’s lettér to the Vizier. Copiesof the Resident's despatches 
and of our reply are transmitted as numbers in the Packet, and we congratulate 
your Honourable Court on the success which has already attended the préceed- 
ings which the conduct of the Vizier had rendered it absolutely 1ecessary to 
adopt. 


343. We have, as intimated above, reserved the report of our proceedings on 
the important question of reform, and the few other points still depending 
with his Excellency, fora separate despatch, in continuation of that which was 
addressed to your Ionourable Court by the Vice-President in Council, on the 
same subject, on the 15th October 1811. Your Honourable Court will learn 
with satisfaction, that of the several subjects of discussion with his Excellency 
the Vizier which were depending when that letter was written, and others which 
subsequently arose, there remain but two unadjusted, exclusive of the question 
of reform. 





* 
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Para. 290. On the proceedings of the annexed date is recorded a despatch from 
the Resident, reporting the extreme illness of the eunuch, Tuhseen Alee Khan, 
and enclosing an arzee from him respecting the disposal of his property after his 
death, and soliciting the protection of the British Government to his surviving 
relations and dependants. Tuhseen Alec Khan at the’ same time addressed a 
letter to the Governor-General, which is recorded as per margin.T ‘ 


291. The long and intimate intercourse which had subsisted between Tuhseen 
Alege Khan and successive Residents at the Coyrtof the Vizier, his known attach- 
ment to the British Government, the great respectability of his character and 
conduct, and the services which he bad rendered on the occasion of his eas 

m ency’s 
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and support of the British Government which appeared to warrant thedecided —j'o0, 1965 
interference of the Government in favour of hig surviving relations and depen- a 
dants, and for the protection of his property, in @rder to give effect to the dis- 
osition which he had made of it. For the detail of the instructions which, 
under this impression were issued to the Resident, and which provided also for 
the question which might arise with his Excellency respecting the succession to 
the office of superintendent of the khoord muhl, in the event of the Khan’s 
decease, as well as for securing a suitable maintenance for the women belonging 
to that establishment, and for the reputed children of Asuf-ood-Dowlah, we 
beg leave to refer your Honourable Court to the letter addressed by our Secretary 
to Major Baillie, recorded on our proccedings of the annexed date.* 


292. On the 6th ultimo we received a despatch from the Resident, ¢ notifying 
the intelligence of Tuhseen Alee Khan's decease. Major Baillie reported, at 
the same time, the communications which had passed between him and the 
Vizier, relative to the property of the late Khan. In the reply which we 
directed the Secretary to address to the Resident, we signified our approbation 
of the arrangement which he had made, in concert with the Vizier, for the 
custody of the property and the suspension of any further proceedings, until 
the receipt of a reply from us to the reference from the Resident on the subject. 


293. With a view to mark our respect for the memory of the late Tuhseen 
Alce Khan, we have directed the Resident to confer khillats on the grand nephews 
of the deceased, and his confidential agent Shuhab-ood-Deen; intimating, at 
the same time, that it would be proper that this mark of regret and esteem for 
Tuhseen should be bestowed in concurrence with his Excellency the Vizier. Our 
instructions to the Resident, in which we provided also for the case of the Vizier 
refusing to pay this tribute of regard on his part for the memory of Tuhseen 
Alee Khan, are recorded on the Consultations noted in the margin.{ 





EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER to BENGAL, slate rates 
to 
Datcd the 18th February 1814. 18 Feb. 1814. 





“heapcaae ee Department of the 15th October 1811, contains a narrative 
stanot His Excellency’s affairs.) of your proceedings connected with the endeavours employed 
by your Government to introduce into the territories of the Nawaub Vizier a 
reform in the present vicious system of his Excellency’s administration. The 
nature of the existing disorders, and the remedies which it was proposed to 
apply for their correction, are fully detailed in your instructions§ to the Resident 
of the 28th December 1810, and in the Governor-General’s letter to the Vizier 
of the same date, as well as the consequences naturally resulting from a con- 
tinuance of the present system of revenue administration, namely, to per- 
petuate every species of oppression, exaction, and disorder, and ultimately to 


destroy the productive sources of the country. 


132. Inthe second paragraph of the despatch before us, our attention has 
been called to the frequent occasions for the employment of British troops in 
reducing to obedience the Zemindars of the Vizier’s territory, who have been 
represented by his Excellency or by the Aumils to be refractory. You observe, 
that the cause of resistance on the part of the Zemindars to the authority of 
the Aumils has too frequently been the oppression and undue exactions of the 
Vizier’s officers, and the over-assessment of the lands; and that the British 
Government has thus often been required to support, by the aid of its troops, 
the cause of injustice, and to contribute to the continuance of a system injurious 
to the real interests of the State, and destructive of the rights, the saci 

an 


emg Para. 181. Your voluminous despatch in the Political 


* Consultations, 83d September, vide page 523. 
+ Consultations, 10th September, vide page 525. 
¢ Consultations, 10th September, vide page 527. 
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and prosperity of the people. Our despatches of the 14th September 1808; 
paragraph 57; 20th April 1811, paragraph 79; and the 4th September 1811, 
paragraph 43, will shew that this subject had not escaped our observation. 


133. It is deeply to be regretted, that the negotiation with the Vizier, so ably 
and zealously conducted on the part of the Resident, under your instructions, 
for procuring a reform in the administration of his country, has failed of success. 
Your object in conveying to us the detailed report of this negotiation in your 
despatch of the 15th October 1811, is, according to the one hundred and eightieth 
paragraph of that despatch, “ to bring under our notice the peculiar character 
‘and disposition of the Vizier’s mind, and to exhibit the dithculty and (you 
“ fear) the impracticability of influencing him to the adoption of any arrange- 
‘ments, which are calculated to affect the operation of his inordinate desire for 
“ the accumulation of wealth, however conducive to the prosperity of his coun- 
‘ try, the happiness of his subjects, and even to the further augmentation of his 
‘“ revenues. ” 


134. We entirely concur in opinion with you, that the refusal, on the part of 
the Vizier, to accede to a specific plan of reform proposed to him under that 
article of the Treaty which imposes on his Excellency an obligation to intro- 
duce into his country an inproved system of administration, and to conform to 
the counsels of the British Government, could not be deemed such a violation of 
the articles of treaty, as to warrant the refusal, in future, of the aid of its troops 
in the suppression of disorders in his Excellency’s country, although those dis- 
orders should be occasioned by the oppressions or misconduct of his officers. 
At the same time, we approve of your having caused a declaration to be made to 
the Vizier, that you had resolved to excrcise the right to arbitrate in demands 
which the troops might be called upon to support, leaving the mode of inquiry 
to be prosecuted for ascertaining the justice of such demands to be adjusted 
between the Vizier and the Resident. 


135. By your subsequent despaten of the 11th June 1812, we are concerned 
to observe that the systematic opposition of his Excellency the Vizier to every 
representation made to him on the part of the British Government, was such as 
to require that the influence of the representative character of the Resident shculd 
be supported by a Ictter of remonstrance on the part of the Governor-General, 
embracing generally all depending suits of negotiation between the two States. 
We hope to hear that remonstrance on the part of the Governor-General has 
induced the Vizier to adopt a line of conduct more consistent with the manifest 
obligations of existing treatics, 





EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER from BENGAL, 
Dated the 31st March 1814. 


Para. 212. On the proceedings of the annexed date* are recorded two 
despatches fiom the Resident at Lucknow, reporting the result of his confe- 
rences with his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier, under the instructions of the 
3d and 10th September last, respecting the disposal of the property of the late 
‘Tuheen Alec Khan, as reported to your Honourable Court in the two hun- 
dred and ninetieth and subsequent paragraphs of our address from this depart- 
ment of the Ist of October last. 


213. On a perusal of the despatches above adverted to, your Honourable 
Court will perceive with concern the, determined opposition of his Excellency 
the Vizier to the desire which we had instructed the Resident to convey to his 
Excellency, on the part of the British Government, to carry into effect the pro- 
visions of Tuhseen Alee Khan’s will. We stated to Major Baillie, that we 
considered the refusal of his Excellency to seas with the dying request of a 
person so long and faithfully attached to his family, and to whose ee = 
‘ integri 


* Consultations, 31st December 1813, vide page ool. 
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ae 
integrity, he is himself so largely indebted for his succession to the musnud of 
Oude, to reflect discredit on his Excellency’s character. 


214. Whatever might be the sentiments, however, which we entertained on this 
subject, the decision of the British Government on a question involving the inde- 
peniient exercise of the rights of the Vizierove: hisown subjects and servants, must 
necessarily be determined, not by the dictates of personal feeling, but by con- 
siderations of public equity and good faith. Entertaining the warmest sense of 
Tuhseen Alee Khan’s merits and services and of his attachment to both States, 
and convinced of the obligation imposed on the Vizier, by every principle of 
gratitude and honour, to fulfil the reasonable and just bequests of the deceased, 
as well as of the right and duty of this Government to urge it to the utmost 
extent compatible with a due regard to his Excellency’s right of final judgment 
in his own concerns, still it did not appear to us that we should be warranted, 
by the consideration above stated, in endeavouring to carry the measure against 
the declared opposition of the Vizier. The duty of the British Government, 
we stated to the Resident, is performed by the sincere and zealous exertions of 
the influence which it derives from its relations with the Government of Oude, 
in favour of the family and dependants of Tuhseen; but the interference of the 
Government must be bounded by these limits, and we could not reconcile to our 
sense of justice or expediency the prosecution of this demand to the conse- 
er which it would lead, if the principle of unlimited interference were 
admitted. : 


# 


215. Viewing the question in this light, and adverting, also, to the opinion 
expressed by the Resident, that the cordial acquiescence of the Vizier could 
scarcely be looked for, we found ourselves compelled to relinquish the expecta- 
tion of prevailing on the Vizier to leave the personal property of the deceased to 
be disposed of according to the terms of his will; and we accordingly desired 
the Resident, in whose custody, with the concurrence of the Vizier, the pro- 
perty in question was relatued, to give it up to his Excellency. 


216. Although this proceeding appcared to us to be unavoidable under the 
circumstances of the case, we were nevertheless desirous of prevailing on the 
Vizier, by friendly representation and an earnest appeal to his humane and 
honourable feclinys, to make a decent and proper provision for the grand-children 
of Chutra Mull Seth, and for the adherents and servants of Tuhseen Alee Khan 
mentioned in his will. 


217. It appeared to us that a compromise, on the principle above stated, might 
be effected without material difficulty, as it would be free trom the appearance 
of the objection which seemed to form the principal difficulty with his Excel- 
lency, namely, that the execution of the will would publicly proclaim the viola- 
tion of his rights, and encourage his other servants in similar practices. It is 
scarcely necessary to observe to your Honourable Court on the groundless nature 
of a an objection, since the case of Tubseen is singular, and it was morally 
impossible that a parallel one should arise in future. As it was urged, however, 
mY the Vizier, we desired the Resident to renew the negotiation in favour of 

uhseen’s family on the basis above stated ; and with a view to assist his repre- 
sentations, and to manifest the earnest desirc of the Government to obtain frem 
the Vizier’s justice and liberality a suitable provigjon for their support, the 
Governor-General addressed a letter to the Vizier calculated to produce that 
effect. In the letter above-mentioned, the resolution announced to the Vizier of 
Withdrawing the proposition relative to Tulhsecn Alce Khan’s will, was stated by 
the Governor-General to have originated in a suggestion submitted by Major 
Baillie. This declaration, while it was consistent with the fact, the measure 
having been suggested in the first instance by the tenor of the ninth and follow- 
Ing paragraphs of the Resident’s despatch of the 23d of Nuvember 1813," was 
Calculated to impress upon the Vizier’s mind the desirable conviction, that he 
owed “this act of concession to the concurrence of Major Baillie’s advice and 
recommendation with the sentiments and disposition of the Government. The 

Govetiior- 
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Governor-General also refrained from stating,, ie his slice we the Vizier, the 
precise extent of the provision to be made by his Excellency, deeming it to be 
more consistent with the spirit of the present proceeding, and with respect for 
the Vizier, to leave the decision of this point to the uncontrolled dictates of his 
Excellency’s just and humane consideration of the case. We instructed the 
Resident, however, to be prepared to meet any reference to him from the VifMer, 
with a recommendation that the provision to be made for the persons named in 
the will should be regulated, as nearly as possible, by the declared wishes of the 
deceased, and that the allowance to be assigned to the residuary legatees should 
be sufficient to maintain them in ease and comfort. 


t 


218. A powerful motive with us in relaxing on the point of Tubseen Alee 
Khan’s will, was the desire which we felt to avoid multiplying the causes of 
irritation and dissatisfaction in the mind of the Vizier, which if excited by urging 
his Excellency too strongly on points of minor importance, must tend greatly to 
defeat our purposes in affairs of greater moment. We saw no reason to appre- 
hend that our influence over the Vifiet’s mind would be weakened by yielding 
to his prejudices on this point, accompanied as the measure would be by a deci- 
sive declaration of our sentiments to his Excellency on the important question of 
reform, and the other depending points which had so long been a subject ot 
negotiation. On the contrary, we were of opinion that, by a judicious use of this 
concession in the affair of Tuhscen Alee Khan’s will, some advantage might be 
gained id the negotiation of the others. For a further detail of our sentiments 
oh this subject, and of our instructions to Major Baillie, we beg leave to refer 
your Honourable Court to the letter which was addressed to him by the Secre- 
tary, under date the 31st of December 18135.* The letter from the Governoi- 
General to the Vizier, above adverted to, is also recorded on the proceedings of 


the same date. 


219. In acknowledging the icccipt of our instructions last referred to,t the 
Resident stated, that the geneial principles which had been laid down for his 
guidance in his future negotiations with the Vizier, should be adhered to with 
the strictest attention on his part. Major Baillie also stated, that the con- 
cession of the original purposes of the Government regarding the property and 
will of Tuhseen Alce Khan, and the unconditional surrender of that property 
to his Excellency the Vizier, could not fail to afford the highest gratification to 
his Excellency’s mind, and would, he trusted, have the salutary effect of 
producing his cheerful acquiescence in the object of the appeal to his gene- 
rosity in behalf of the relations of the deceased, as well as of inducing his 
Excellency to listen to our representations on points of more importance. The 
subsequent despatch, recorded as per margin,{ contains a report of Mayo. 
Baillie’s conference with the Vizier, in which he pointed out to his Excellency, in 
avery able and convincing manner, the services and merits of Tuhseen Alce 
Khan, and the claims which he had established in favour of his family and depen- 
dants on the justice and liberality of his Excellency. At this conference the 
Vizier having requested the Resident tu state the cxtent of the provision to the 
grand-children of Chutra Mull, Major Baillie, in the first instance, proposed 
that the aggregate amount of the provisions assigned in the will, namely, five 
hundred and seventy-five rupees per mensem, should be extended to one thou- 
sand, thus giving four hundred and twenty five rupees to the family of Chutra 
Mull. On the Vizier’s objecting to this amount, the Resident restricted his pro- 
posal in behalf of the family toan allowance of three hundred rupees; which though 
his Excellency did not promise to grant, yet he seemed to the Resident to be dis- 
posed toconsentto. ‘T'wo days subsequently to the conference, however, the Re- 
sident reccived a communication from the Vizier, apprizing him of his final resolu- 
tion in favour of theservants and dependants of Tuhseén, namely, the confi mation 
of all the bequests of the deceased in favour of the former, on the condition of their 
attendance on his Excelleffcy, and a grant of two hundred rupces per mensem 


to the latter, in compliance, as the Vizier signified on this occasion, sia the 
esire 


* Consultations, $1st December 1813, vide page 564. 
+ Consultations, 11th February 1814, vide page 589. 
+ Consultations, 4th March, vide page 595. 
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desire of his Excellency the Governor-General, and with Major Baillie’s con- 
currence and advice.” His Excellegcy had accordingly prepared a letter to the 
Governor-General, in reply to his Lordship’s of the $1st December, to the 
effect of the communication above stated. A translation of his Excellency the 
Vizier’s letter is recorded as per margin.* 


220. In a subsequent despatch, recorded on the proceedings last adverted to,t 
the Resident reported, that from the tenor of a written communication which he 
had received from the Vizier, it was obvious that his Excellency had resolved to 
limit the extent of his bounty to the grand-children of Chutra Mull Seth to the 
sum of two hundred rupees per mensem. ‘The Resident further reported, that 
the Vizier adhered to a promise which he had made, of constructing a monument 
over the grave of Tuhseen, on which subject we had furnished Major Baillie 
with instructions. His Excellency had also agreed to repay the charges of 
subsisting the cattle, &c. belonging to the estate of Tuhseen from the day of 
his demise, on which subject some discussion passed between his Excellency 
and the Resident: and under those and other considerations, stated in his 
despatch, the Resident surrendered the property of ‘'uhseen into his Excellency’s 
hands. 


221. We have signified to Major Baillie our approbation of the tenor of the 
observations which he made to his Excellency, and generally of the manner in 
which he executed our instructions on the subject above described{. With respect 
to the grant of two hundred rupees for the support of the relations of the 
deceased, we have observed to the Resident that it would have been more satis- 
factory if his Excellency had assigned the larger sum proposed by him, yet that 
we - not consider this to be a point on which his Excellency should be urged 
further. 


222. On the proceedings now transmitted with this address, your Honourable 
Court will observe many despatches from the Resident at Lucknow and our 
instructions in reply, on the important subject of the reform of his Excellency’s 
dominions, into which we refrain from entering at present, it being our intention 
to submit a separate report to your Honourable Court. For the same reasons, 
we also refrain from adverting to the question respecting the provision to Hoosein 
Alee Khan, the son of the late Hyder Beg Khan, which will form a part of our 
proposed report above alluded to. 


223. It will be satisfactory, however, to your Honourable Court, to be 
informed that his Excellency the Vizier has finally acquiesced in our eiahien regard- 
ing the grant of a pension to Hoosein Alee Khan, and that his Excellency has 
settled upon him and the other indigent branches of the family a monthly allow- 
ance of two thousand rupees. 





POLITICAL LETTER jrom BENGAL, 
Dated the 18th May 1814. 


Par. 1. We propose in this letter to submit to your Honourable Court a 
report of our proceedings relative to the reform of the administration of his 
Excellency the Vizier, and the other points of negotiation lately depending 
with his Excellency, which as stated in the three hundred and forty-third and 
two hundred and twenty-second paragraphs of the letters of the 15th June 1813 
and Sist of March last, respectively, to your Honourable Court in this depart- 
ment, have been reserved for the subject of a separate communication. 


2. In a despatch of the 15th of October 1811, the late Governor-General in 
Council submitted to your Honourable Court the detail of his proceedings with 
relation to the reform, up to the period when, for the reasons there stated, it 

was 


* Consultations, 4th March, vide page 601. + Consultations, 4th March, vide page 602. 
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was determined to suspend the negotiation: and in the two hundred and ninth 
and following paragraphs of our letter in this department of the 11th June 1819 
his Lordship in Council reported the renewal of the negotiation, in the letter 
addressed by the Governor-General to his Excellency the Vizier on the 8th of 
May. 


3. Besides the great question of reform, that letter embraced all the other topics 
which had lately been agitated between the Vizier and the British Government, 
relating to the two Begums, to the case of Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan, of 
Hoosein Alee Khan (the son of the late Hyder Beg Khan), and to the employ- 
ment of the British troops stationed in Oude in the pursuit and apprehension of 
public offenders. . 


4. A considerable time elapsed before the Vizier replied to the Iate Governor. 
General’s letter ofthe 8th of May, during which interval the Resident was 
employed in endeavouring to impress on his Excellency’s mind the importance 
of the subjects of which it treated, and the necessity of conforming to the advice 
and just expectations of the British Government. 


5. The Resident has reported, in considerable detail, the substance of his 
conferences with the Vizier during this interval of time, in a despatch recorded 
on the proceedings noted in the margin ;* and your Honourable Court will not 
fail to observe the ability with which Major Baillie’s share of those conferences 
was conducted, and the complete and decisive manner in which he established 
the justice of our demands, and the weakness of the arguments by which the 
Vizier attempted to resist them. 


6. On receiving from the Vizier his Excellency’s reply to the Governor. 
General’s letter, the Resident deemed it proper to address a memorial to his 
Excellency, in which he again combated with great ability and success the 
arguments by which the Vizier endeavoured to support his refusal to comply 
with the requisitions contained in the Governor-General’s letter. The line of 
argument pursued by the Resident on this occasion, indeed, consisted of Jittlé 
more than the repetition and enforcement, in a more precise and concentrated 
manner, of the reasoning which the Resident had previously employed in con- 
ference, joined to such additional observations as were suggested by the tenor of 
the Vizier’s letter. | 


7. His Excellency, in his answer to the Governor-General, commenced his 
observations on the subject of reform, by asserting that he had originally pro- 
posed to the Resident to depute one of his sons with a detachment of British 
troops for the purpose of settling the country, and alleged that this scheme 
having been rejected by the Resident, no blame was imputable to his Excellency 
for thc failure of the measure. His Excellency stated, as a fundamental 
objection to the plan of the British Government, that a general settlement of 
the revenue could not be affected until the whole of the lands should be 
measured, and their extent and value correctly ascertained. His Excellency 
also stated, that he felt an apprehension, that the appointment of Amecns to 
investigate the assets of the districts would create discontents among the people ; 
and he declared, that the introduction of a new system of police and of ‘the 
administration of justice, before the expulsion and extirpation from his Excels 
lency’s dominions of rebels and disaffected persons, would be nugatory. 


g. To the foregoing remaiks the Resident replied, in the spirit of his discourge 
at the conferences which hehad previously held with the Vizier, that the objec- 
tion to the deputation of one of his Excellency’s sons was founded on the inade- 
quacy of that measure to the object proposed ; that the proposition was unac- 
companied by any plan or scheme of assessment which the British Government 
might be called on to approve or disapprove; that, on the contrary, the first 
regular and defined plan of reform was submitted to the Vizier by the British 
Government, in the Governor-General’s letter of the gsth of December 1810, 
and after having been accepted by the Vizier, was suddenly, and without any 

just 
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just eause, rejected by his Excellency. Major Baillie added, that no assistance 
from the British troops could be required in carrying into effect a plan for the 
settlement of the country, founded on principles of justice and moderation. 


p 

g. On the next point, the Resident observed, in substance, that the example 
of the Ceded Provinces, where an cquitable assessment of the whole country 
had been effected without any previous measurement of lands, ought to satisty 
his Excellency of the practicability of the plan proposed by the Governor-Gene- 
ral, without having recourse to so tedious, cxpensive, and arduous an operation. 
In cases where the value of the lands could not otherwise be ascertained, or 
where disputes arose between the revenue officers and the landholders, that nede, 
the Resident observed, might be resorted to with advantage ; but that a general 
measuremenggwould have no other effect than to produce delay in the com- 
pletion of the 3 and alarm and distrust in the minds of the people. 


10. Referring to the apprehensions entertained by the Vizier, of discontent 
among the people being the consequence of the preliminary appointment of 
Ameens, the Resident observed, that the object of that measure was to cone 
ciliate the people and to remove any ground of alarm, and could not be expected 
to cyeate disaffection or commotion; adding, that if such should unfortunately 
be the result, the British troops would be prepared to quell it, and to support the 
authority of the Ameens. ‘The Resident remarked, in this part of his argument, 
that two things only were wanting to secure the successful progress of the reform 
and of every just measure which could form an object of common interest to the 
two States, namely, on the part of the Vizier, a sincere desire to promote their 
success, and on the part of the British Government, the exertion of its influence 
and power in support ofthis Excellency’s authority. 






1]. In reply to the Vizicr’s fourth objection, namely, that the introduction of 
a new system of police and of the administration of justice before the expulsion 
and extirpation of rebels and disaffected persons from his Excellency’s dominions 
should be effected, would ve nugatory, the Resident remarked, that as the British 
troops had been for sume years past constantly employed in reducing persons 
described by his Excellency and his officers as rebels, it was difficult to suppose 
the existence of the inclination, or means of resistance to the authority of 
courts of justice and police, to be constituted in the manner proposed with the 
advice of the British Government, and that the British troops would at all times 
be ready for the suppression of such instance, and for the support of the 
just authority of the police and the decrees of such courts of justice as those 
described. 


12. The Resident then adverted to a passage in the Vizici’s letter, expressing 
a desire to be furnished with fuller information relative to the means by which 
an investigation and adjustment might be made of the claims and demands of 
his Excellency’s Government, which the British Government might be required 
to enforce. On this subject, which your Honourable Court wil recollect ts 
included in the late Governor-General’s letter to tae Vizier of the 8th of May 
1812, the Resident repeated to his Excellency the proposition which he had made 
to his Excellency on a former occasion, for the deputation of Ameens on the 
part of both Governments, or by the Resident himself, as affording the most 
satisfactory means of effecting that object, without in any respect involving a 
compromise of his Excellency’s authority or consequence. 


13. The rest of the Resident’s memorial, which is recorded on the proceed- 
ings of the annexed date,* relates to the other subjects of negotiation with the 
Vizier, to which we shall advert in the sequel of this despateh. The Resident 
concluded, by urging bis Excellency to reconsider and revise his lettcr to the 
Governor-General, with a view to the suppression of such parts of its contents 
as would, on further deliberation, appear to his Excellency to be hostile to the 
spirit of friendship and cordiality, that should ever regulate the discussions 
between the British: Government and his own. 


: “ Z 14. A trans- 
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14, A translation of the letter in its original form, of which the Resident 
transmitted a copy, is recorded as per margin,* and will, we doubt not, appear 
to your Honourable Court, on perusal, to manifest the same unhappy spirit of 
ewasion, which we have too often been obliged to ascribe to his xcellency’s 
proceedings in the course of this negotiation. 


15. The proceedings of the Resident, in endeavouring to induce his Excel- 
lency to withdraw and revise it, were approved, and appeared for a titne to have 
been attended with success; for his Excellency, after the receipt of Major 
Baillie’s memorial, requested that the transmission of the letter might be 
suspended. 


16. A few days afterwards, the Vizier transmitted to the Resident, for the 
purpose of being forwarded to the late Governor-General, a lettag,to his Lord- 
ship’s address, the subject of which was limited to th stion of the superin- 
tendence of the khoord mull and the departure of t ounger Begum from 
Lucknow ; two of the points discussed in the Governor-General’s letter of the 
8th of May 1812. This letter corresponded entirely with the passages in his 
Excellency’s former letter (afterwards recalled, as above-stated) relating to these 
questions, and we shall have the honour of addressing your Honourable Court 
on the subject of it in a subsequent part of this despatch, deeming it advisable 
to preserve the narrative of our proceedings relative to the reform unbroken. 


17. It was not till the 5th of December 1812, three months after the recall 
of the former letter, that the Vizier delivered to the Resident his reply to those 
parts of the Governor-General’s letter of the 8th of May, which related to the 
reform and the other questions not comprehended in the Jctter referred to in the 
preceding paragraph; and the letter, as now transmitted, differed from the 
recalled one only in the omission of the passages relating to the two Becums. 


18. In this interval Major Baillie had repeatedly, but without success, endea- 
voured to convince the Vizier of the justice and necessity of his acquiescence 
in the views of the British Government. Major Baillie states{ the failure of his 
endeavour to be, in his own judgment, ascribable to the Vizier’s untoward dis- 
position, to the habitual and even constitutional jealousy and suspicion with 
which he has ever received propositions of the simplest nature and most bene- 
ficial tendency on the part of the British Government, and to the hope of pro- 
tracting at least, if not of evading, a compliance with its just views and requi- 
sitions, founded on the known reluctance of Government to urge matters to 
extremity with him, or to adopt even the language of demand under any circum- 


stances whatever. 


19. We have already, in a summary manner, stated the nature of the objec- 
tions offercd by the Vizier to the mtroduction of the proposed reform into his 
administration ; and on this account, and as they do not differ in substance from 
those of which the detail is submitted in the despatch of the Governor-General 
in Council of the 15th October 1811, we deem it unnccessary to state them 
more particularly on the present occasion. For the same reason, we forbear to 
make any observations on the Vizier’s reply to Major Baillie’s memorial, or on 
Major Baillie’s remarks on that document. Loth are recorded on the annexed 
date§ ; and we tuke the liberty of referring your Honourable Court to the docu- 
ments themselves, for more particular information regarding their conterrilt. 
The Vizier's letter to Lord Minto is recorded on the same date.|| 


20. On the proceedings of the annexed date] are recorded two despatches 
from the Resident, reporting the conferences which he held with the Vizier, at 
his Excellency’s special request, for the purpose of discussing the arrangements 
connected with his Excellency’s proceeding on a pilgrimage, and the oe 

whic 
* Consultations, 2d July 1813, vide page 427. 
+ Consultations, 2d July 1813, vide page 426. 
* Consultations, 2d July 1813, vide page 483, 
§ Consultations, 2d July 1813, vide pages 488 and 495. 
) Consultations, 2d July 18)3, vide page 484. 
@ Vide page 407. 
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which it would be previously necessary to adopt, as the indispensable coniitions 
of the assent ‘of.the British Government to his departure. 


. 21. Your Honourable Court will have observed from Former transactions, 
that the declaration of an intention to proceed on a pilerimage is a proceeding 
always adopted by his Excellency, when he is desitous of evading or terminating 
any unpalatable subject of public discussion. The manner and accasiow of the 
revival of the question in the present instance, were reported to your Honoura- 
able Court in the 314th and following paragraphs of a despatch from the Gover- 
nor-General in Council in this department, under date the 15th June 1813. 


92. After a detailed and formal discussion of the whole subject, his Excel- 
lency declared to the Resident the necessity which he felt himsclf under of 
deferring his departure, on account of the difficulty of concluding a satisfactory 
arrangement for the administration of the Government in his absence, and the 
superior advantage of establishing a reform in his administration previously to 
his departurc; a declaration which Major Baillie regards, and apparently with 
justice, as a puerile attempt to ascribe the relinquishment of a design which he 
had never really entertaincd, to the imaginary obstacles opposcd to its execution 
by this Government, and to gain time and distract the attention of the Resident, 
by engaging him in a complicated discussion of several questions at once, totally 
unconnected with each other. 


23. In pursuance of this design, his Excellency conveyed a paper to the 


Resident, purportingeto contain the result of their conference on the subject of 


his departure, but artfully calculated to forward his views of procrastination and 
evasion. His object was, however, detected and defeated by the Resident, a 
transcript of whose reply to the Vizier, as well as of his Excellency’s paper, is 
contained in his despatch recorded as per margin.* 


24. The result was, that his Excellency withdrew his paper, and shortly after 
transmitted to the Resident a document, which he desenbed as containing a 
communication of his fir.! and unalterable sentiments, on the important question 
of reform: 


45. That document is recoded as per margin ;{ and while it conveys a 
reluctant assent to a reform geneially, without accepting the plan submitted in 
the Governor-General’s Ietter of 28th December 1810, is evidently designed to 
demonstrate the impracticability of producing any beueficial change in the present 
form of his Government, through the agency of ours, without encroaching on 
his independent authority, as guaranteed by the Honourable Company, and to 
lay the ground for charging the eventual defalcation of any part of his revenues, 
or the failure of some of the measures of reform which might be attempted, to 
the inefficacy of the system proposed, securing to himself the credit of having 
acquiesced in it, and thus secretly thwarting the whole plan, without exposing 


#imself to the consequences of such a procedure. 
fh, 


26. A translation of his Excellency’s paper, aud of the letter addressed to 
him by Major Baillie, with a view to counteract the design of it, are recorded 


on the proceedings abeve referred to.{ 

27. This was the state of the negotiation when the late Governor-General in 
Council again took up the question, which he was prevented from doing by 
the constant pressure of business of a more urgent, though not more important 
nature, ontil the month of July 1813. 


28. On the 2d of that month, after a deliberate and careful review of the 
whole correspondence, the Governor-General addressed a letter to the Vizier, in 


the terms of the draft recorded on that date. 


29. Thé same considerations which have induced us to refrain from the 


repetition, in detail, of the objections urged by the vizier to the measures 
recom- 


* Consultations, 2d July 1818, vide page 500. t Consultations, 2d July, vide page 503. 
+ Consultations, 2d July 1813, vide page 50.5. 
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yohieal Letter recommended in the Governor-General’s letter of the 8th May 1818, render it 
rom Hengal, nearly equally unnecessary to state at large the observations and -arguments 


18 May 1814. f : Cail 
eee contained in the letter addressed by Lord Minto to the Vizier in reply. | 


30. Your Honourable Court will be pleased to observe, that his Lordship 
considering all argument on the subject to have been completely exhausted in 
the long and elaborate discussions which had already taken place, and being 
decidecly of opinion that the British Government would not be justified in 
relaxing its efforts to carry the reform into effect, while a possibility of ac- 
complishing it remained, he did not, in the letter now addressed to the Vizier, 
aim so much at exposing the weak and untenable sophistries and the feigned 
doubts and alarms of the Vizier, as at endeavouring to impress on his miud, 
both the right and the determination of the British Government, to erforce the 
observance uf the stipulations of the Treaty in that particular, to make him 
sensible of the condition to which his perverseness in opposing our just views 
might eventually place him with relation to this Government, and the hope- 
lessness of ultimately succecding in that opposition, and generally, to obtain 
his prompt and implicit compliance with demands urged under the express 
sanction of a public treaty, by awaking his mind to the possible conscquences 
of an opposite course of conduct. 


31. All these considerations were accordingly pressed on the Vizier in every 
different point of view, and his Excellency was solemnly called on to unite 
with the Resident in the immediate aduption and execution of the arrangement 
to which he had already given his consent. 

32. The Governor-Gencral’s Iettcr also adverted to the other subjects of 
negotiation pending with the Vizier, or lately brought to a conclusion between 
his Excellency and the Resident. These will form the subject of a subsequent 
part of this despatch. 

33. At the conclusion of the letter, the Governor-General took occasion to 
impress on the mind of the Vizier, the solemn nature of the obligation by which 
his Excellency is bound to resort to the friendly advice and assistance of the 
British Government, not only in such extraordinary and important affairs as 
those which formed the principal topics of the letter now under review, but in 
the ordinary administration of his Government. By a careful observance of 
this rule, his Lordship remarked, the Vizier would secure to the utmost practica- 
ble extent, the easy, tranquil, and regular transaction of his affairs, and avoid 
those vexatious controversies and discussions which must be the inevitable 
result of a deviation from this salutary course. Lis Lordship then proceeded 
to state, that it must always be a subject of regret to him, to address his 
Excellency in the language of complaint, remonstrance, and expostulation ; 
that it was his carnest wish that their direct correspondence, as well as the 
discussions between his Excellency and the Resident, should iclate exclusively 
to questions in the progress and result of which nothing unsatisfactory to either 
party should find a place; that the failure of this desirable object could only be 
ascribed to the reluctance so frequently manifested by his Excellency, to reccive 
and conform to the counsel of the British Government, whether conveyed in 
letters directly from the Governor-General, or by the Resident in the name and 
authority of the Government; that it was at all times’ in his Excellency’s 
power to avoid such an unpleasant discussion, by a prompt and sincere com- 
pliance with the just demands and salutary advice of the British Government ; 
but that while his Excellency should persist in disregarding that advice, and 
resisting those demands in matters deemed essential to the interests of his 
(Government and the welfare of his subjects, and on his compliance with which 
the British Government was entitled and required to insist, his Excellency must 
not expect that the British Government, by whatever hands it might be ad- 
ministered, would shrink from the performance of its duty, however painful 
it might be to discharge it. His Lordship concluded, by requesting the Vizier 
to reccive the communications of the Resident as proceeding directly from 
himself. 

34. In the instructions to the Resident transmitted with the English draft of 
the Governor-Gencral’s letter to the Vizier, the Governor-General in Council 


observed that he could not anticipate the new cflorts of evasion or delay ~— 
1S 
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his Excellency might employ, with a view to prolong the negotiation, after the 
receipt of his Lordship’s letter. His Lordship in Council observed, that it was 
probable that the Vizier might declare his assent to the plan, and agree to enter 
immediately, 10 concert with the Resident, on the neccssary arrangements, and 
perhaps actually do so, trusting to time and circumstances for an opportunity 
of breaking them off, or perhaps to the means which he would possess, by 
clandestine intrigue, of frustrating them in their progress. His success in either, 
it was observed, would be deeply to be regretted, as defeating, or at least 
ietarding, the accomplishment of the reform, and would afford matter of 
unworthy triumph and gratification to the Vizier. His Lordship in Council 
expressed, however, his entire reliance on the vigilance, discernment, and 
energy of the Resident, for frustrating any designs of that nature which his 
Excellency might entertain. 


35. The same occasion was taken of conveying to the Resident the cordial ex- 
pression of the Governor-General in Council’s approbation of the ability, judg- 
ment, firmness, and perseverance, which distinguished his conduct in the arduous 
and important negotiation in which he had been engaged. ‘The special appro- 
bation of the Government was conferred on the able tenor of the Resident’s 
remarks on the Vizier’s first propused answer to the Governor-Gencial’s letter of 
tue 8th of May 1812, as containing arguments the most irrefragable, in opposition 
to the weak and evasive reasoning adopted by his Exccllency, with a view to 
obstruct the salutary and indispensable object of reform. 


36. The Resident was directed, on the reccipt of the Governor-Gencral'’s 
letter, to renew the negotiation, in the name and by the direct authority of the 
(Zovernor-General in Council, and in the spirit of the contents of the Ictter 
which he was directed to enforce by such further arguments and representations 
as might, in bis judgment, be calculated to improve and confirm its impression 
on his Excellency’s mind. 


37. The above instructions to the Resident are recorded as per margin. * 


$3. On the receipt oi the Governor-General’s letter of the 2d of July, the 
Resident waited on the Vizier for the purpose of delivering it to his Excellency, 
and offering such remarks and explanations as might be necessary to contiim 
and enforce the reasoning which it contained. Before we state the result of the 
Resident's proceedings on this occasion, it will be proper to notice his commu- 
nications with the Vizier during the interval between the latest procecdings of 
the Resident reported to us antecedently to the preparation of the Governor- 
Creneral’s letter and the receipt of that document by the Resident. 


39. Your Honourable Court will be pleased to remember, that the Resident 
was absent from Lucknow during the greater part of the month of July and 
part of August, in the execution of our instructions on the subject of the affairs 
of the Bhow Begum, the particulars of which have been reported to the Honour- 
able the Secret Committee. 


40. Previously to his departure for I’yzabad, the Resident held several con- 
ferences with the Vizier, in which he fruitlessly endeavoured to prevail on the 
Vizier to comply with the demands of the British Government on the several 
depending questions. After his return to Lucknow he iencwed his instances, 
with the aid and under the influencé of the instructions of Government of the 2d 
July, above referred to, and in the spirit of the Governor General’s letter to the 
Vizier, of which an English copy accompanied the instructions, the Persian 
letter not having yet reached his hands, owing to the time required for rendering 
to that language a paper of such length. 


41. In the despatch reporting his proceedings, the Resident has stated what 
he conceived to be the real tenor and intent of the language employed by the 
Vizier on those occasions, when he departed from the reserve and silence which 
he usually maintained. His Exccllency’s real intention the Resident declared in 
his Judgment to be, to acquiesce in the proposed measure of reform so far only 

as 
* Consultations, 2d July, vide page 518. 
{ Consultations, 17th September 1613, vide page 527. 
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as might be compatible with the unrestrained txercise of hig owt absolute 
power and the unlimited indulgence of his spirit of extortion and rapacity. 


42, In the same despatch, the Resident has enclosed the translation of a letter 
to his address from the Vizier, under date the 21st June 1813, in which his Ex- 
cellency disavows the obligation of his written acquicscence in any measures of 
reform, and describes the instrument which conveyed it as no more than a state- 
ment of answers to certains propositions on the part of the Resident, which his 
Excellency was at liberty to abide by or depart from as circumstances might 
afterwards suggest. Your Honourable Court will determine by a reference to 
the instrument itself, recorded on the date noted in the margin,* whether this be 
a just construction of it. The Resident urged from this part of the Vizier’s letter, 
and from the other observations in it with respect to the reform, the justness of 
the construction which he put on his Excellency’s language, as above stated. 


43. The Resident in his answer, a translation of which also formed an cnclo- 
sure in his despatch and is recorded on the same date, replied seriatim to the 
several arguments adduced by the Vizier, and endeavoured to satisfy his Excel- 
lency of their weakness and inapplicability. The Resident especially dwelt on 
the construction put by the Vizier on the stipulation in the Treaty, and his subse- 
quent engagement with the Marquess Wellesley, that he would in all cases advise 
with the British Governinent. We do not think it necessary, however, to advert 
more particularly to this correspondence, which from the turn which the tran- 
saction subsequently tuok has become of inferior importance to what might 
otherwise have been. To this Ictter the Resident did not receive a reply ; but 
in the different conferences which he held with the Vizier about this time, his 
Excellency continued to repeat the remarks to which it was intended as an 
answer. Major Baillie states, however, that he ultimately brought his Excel- 
lency to the alternative of the immediate execution of the measures of reform 
originally recommended to him, or of producing a written demonstration of their 
inconsistency with the terms of the ‘l'reaty. 


44, In this state of the negotiation the Resident 1eceived the late Governor- 
General’s letter to the Vizier; and we deem it to be proper, for the wore com- 
plete and satisfactory information of your Honourable Court to transcribe in 
this place the following passage in the Resident's despatch of the 29th of Sep- 
tember 1813, describing the manner in which he carried into effect the resolu- 
tions of the Governor-General in Council relative to the reform, as reported in 
the thirty-third paragraph of this lettcr : 


‘© Your Lordship’s letter to the address of his Excellency the Vizier, under 
date the 2d of July last, was received from the Persian Department on the Ist 
instant, and presented to his Excellency on the morning of Saturday the 4th 
instant, at his country seat of Dilkoosha, when I had the honour of break- 
‘* fasting with his Excellency. 


Ly 
tat 


“~ 
“A 


“ The nature and tendency of the only remarks and exhortations which could 
‘‘ with propriety have accompanicd the delivery of such a letter as this to the 
“ Vizier must be so apparent to your Lordship in Council as to supersede the 
‘ necessity of my repeating them. I continued in conference with his Exccl- 
‘ lency, after reading some portions of the letter to him, for a space of several 
‘* hours, during which I laboured assiduously to dircct his most serious attention 
‘to the important and momentous crisis to’ which the discussions between lim 
‘and the British Government had been brought, by his procrastination and 
“ evasion on questions that admitted not of a dispute. 


** Your Lordship’s letter to his Excellency I described to him as contatnmg 
‘a final declaration of the just expectations of the Honourable Company s 
‘* Government on a number of questions that had been agitated between his 
“* Excellency and me for a period of three years, and on each of which his 
‘““ Excellency had taken advantage of the great lenity and forbearance of the 
British Government, for the purpose of evading demands, the manifest justice 
of which had been repeatedly demonstrated by arguments that his Excellency 


“ was originally unable to combat and had long ceased to oppose. sae 
* pitulau 


~UCNN 
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* Consultations, 3d May 1811, vide pages 179 ef seq. 
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itulation of those arguments I referred him to some passages of your Lord- 
ship's former letters, and to several letters aud memorials transmitted by me 
to his Excellency, particularly those of the 27th of June Isll, the l5th of 
January and 29th of August 1812, and the 29th of April, Ist of Muay, and 
ad of July last, scarcely any of which had been honov’ed with a reply. 


“ Tn reality, I observed to his Excellency, the questions to which those argo- 
ments referred did not at any time admit of a dispute, and should neyey, bave 
given rise to the discussion which his unhappy disposition had occssiene 
The reform of his Excellency’s Government was prescribed by the letfer of a 
treaty, and should have commenced on the conclusion of that tréaty.: . The 
delay on the part of our Governmnent to propose a specific plaa of reform had 
becn accounted for in a satisfactory manner. It had arisen exclusively trom a 
desire to render the system as peifect as possible, by experience of its effects 
in our dominions; and this delay could never obviously have affected, in the 
sinallest degree, the obligation, on the part of his Excellency, to execate a plan 
of our suggestion whenever it should be proposed tor his adoption. A specific 
and unobjectionable plan had been recommended by your Lordship to his 
Excellency in the beginning of the year 1811, and the details of it had been 
gencrally approved by him. Had they been disapproved by his Excellency, 
it might still have been argued with force, that as the suggestions of the 
British Government, with whose advice he had pledged himself to conform, 
he was bound by the treaty to adopt them, and his refusal even in that case 
to do so, might have been considered as a violation of the treaty; but after 
solemnly declaring his acquiescence in the principal measures that were pro- 
posed to him, his refusal to carry them into effect might have jastly involved 
him in consequences which I felt the gieatest reluctance to describe to him, 
and which 1 prayed to God to avert. Those consequences were feelingly 
referied to in your Lordship’s letter to his Excellency as actually now hanging 
over him, and suspended alone by the moderation, the extracrdipary patience 
and forbearance of the He nourable Company’s Government, which bis Excel- 
lency had tried to the .amost, and which could scarcely be expected to bear 
with his procrastination or evasion any longer. 


‘e+ But if the government were even still disposed to forbear, I entreated his 
Excellency to consider that the actual state of his country, as recently 
described by himself, calied loudly for immediate reform, and must shortly, 
in my opinion, be such as to rcquire a more general and comprehensive inter- 
ference on our part, than his Excellency, perhaps, was aware of, for the 
purpose of supporting his authority and preserving the tranquillity of his 
dominions. 


“ His Excellency had repeatedly told me, that a fourth part of his revenue 
for the present year was outstanding, and that few of the principal Jand- 
holders paid any respect to his Aumils, so that a general insurrection of the 
landholders might at no distant period be feared, and the aid of the British 
troops to be necessarily accompanied by Ameens, in the terms of my decla- 
ration to his Excellency by your Lordship’s especial command, was the only 
alternative that could remain for the support of his Excellency’s authority, 
save his cordial concurrence with me in the execution of the measures of 
reform. ‘To the effects of an interference like that described between his 
Excellency’s officers and his subjects, indispensable on the part of our 
Government for the purposes of essential justice, and perfectly warranted by 
the spirit of the Honourable Company’s guarantee, I entreated his Excellency 
to attend, while forming his ultimate decision on the first and most important 
of the questions that were argued in your Lordship’s letter, and with this 
exhortation I concluded my remarks on the subject of reform.” 


45. When the Resident had finished his discourse on this and the other pemts 


adverted to in the Earl of Minto’s letter, the Vizier, who had listened to the 
Whole in silence, observed that he had long been in expectation of receiving his 
Lordship’s letter, and was glad that it had arrived, because % would necessarily 
ead to an adjustment, in some way or other, of questions that had been too 
long unsettled, more particularly the question of eform ; that his affairs were in 
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Political Letter great disorder owing to the protracted discussion of this question, and ihat he 
from Bengal, could riot be at rest till it was settled. He concluded by stating his resolution 
18 May lelf 4, peruse the letter with care and attention, and to lose no time in preparing an 

—_ answer, expressive of his final determination on every point which it embraced. 


46. It is not necessary to recite the reply of the Resident, which was con. 
ceived in the spirit of his former discourse and of the instructions which he had 
received. ‘ 


47. While the Vizier was occupied in deliberating on the letter in question 
and in preparing his reply, the Resident, with a view to separate the subordinate 
topics to which it referred from the great question of reform, addressed his Ex. 
cellency on the subject of the former with a view to obtain his decision. ‘The 
Vizier’s replics being considered by the Resident to be unsatisfactory, and to 
indicate a design to evade the question of reform also, the Resident addressed 
his Excellency again in more pointed language, ani received an answer to the 
following effect :—That his Excellency was sorry to obseive the Resident’s sus- 
picions of his wis to evade or resist the demands of the British Government, as 
conveyed in Lord Minto’s letter tohim; that any longer evasion or delay was 
obviously out of the question ; that the discussion of all points in dispute had 
already lasted for years, and an end must be put to it immediately ; that resist- 
ance to the demands of the Britis) Government was obviously out of his power, 
and no resource but acquiescence remained ; that he was occupied from morn- 
ing till night in preparing his reply to the letter, and that the Resident should 
receive itin a very few days: what then was the occasion for hurry on any par- 
ticular subject, when the whole must be scttled so speedily? The Resident’s 
importunities might perplex and disturb his Excellency, but could answer no 
bencficial end. 


48. The purport of this answer persuaded the Resident, that the Vizier was 
convinced of the necessity of acquiescing iv the demands of the British Govern- 
ment with a reference to the question of reforay and to the other questions 
agitated in Lord Minto’s letter, and he thercfore abstained from further impor- 
tunity with his Excellency on these topics until the result of his deliberations 
should be known. 


49. The Vizier having transmitted to the Resident his reply to Lord Minto’s 
letter, Major Baillic was concerned to find that it was written in the same per- 
verse and unhappy disposition of mind evinced by his Excellency on former 
occasions, and such as to preclude any reasonable expectation of his cordial 
concurrence in the reform, or his willing conce:sion of any other of the remain- 
ing points in dispute. Immediately on the perusal of the letter, the Resident 
sent a message to his Excellency, remonstrating against the tenor of the letter 
and his intention of offering some remarks on it. Accordingly he visited the 
Vizier ina few days, and held along conference wita him on the subject, the 
result of which was the expression ofa cesire, on the part of his Excellency to 
recall the letter, with a seemingly sincere resolution to alter its general spirit, 
and to express at Jcast in a more cordial manner his acquiescence in the system of 
reform, as well as to do immediate justice to the claims of Alce Nuckee Khan. 
The case of the latter is one of those to which we shall hereafter solicit the 
attention of your Honourable Court. 


50. The despatch in which the foregoing proceedings of the Resident are 
reported is recorded on the date noted in the margin,* and is the last which was 
received from the Resident during the administration of Lord Minto. Some of 
the Resident’s despatches of a subsequent date, to which we shall now advert, 
were addressed to that nobleman, but were not received at the Presidency until 
his Lordship had resigned the Government into the hands ot the Earl of Moira. 
In like manner, the answer ultimately returned by the Vizier to Lord Mintos 
Letter of the 2d July was not received until after his Lordship’s resignation of 
the Government. | 
51. In 


* Consultations, 15th October 1813, vide page 524. 
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St» In 2 letter addressed to Lord Minto, under date the ad of October, and 
recorded as pet margin,* the Resident reported the entire and cordial acquies- 
cence, of the Vizier, not only in the plan of reform, but in all the other de- 
mands of the British Government which had lately been agigated with his 
Excellency. 

52, The Resident states in that despatch, that the Vizier having sent for the 
Resident’s Moonshee, took occasion to remark, that in consequence of the 
Resident’s dissatisfaction with his Excellency’s letter, he wished to alter it in the 
manner propased by Major Baillie, and then recapitulated the sevcral points 
discussed in the Governor-General’s letter and his own sentiments on each. 
From the Moonshee's report of his further conversation with the Vizier, Major 
Baillie gathered that his Excellency’s chief objection to the reform was not to 
its principle, nor even to the general outline of the plan as described in Lord 
Minto’s Ictter of the 28th December 1810, but was founded on an article of the 
agreement between his Excellency and the Resident, dated 4th April 1811,¢ by 
which he considered himself hound to submit to the Resident’s inspection the 
whole of the revenue accounts of his dominions, and to obtain that officer's 
approhation of every scheme of assessment cf a district before the scttlement 
should be carried into effect, or in other words, according to his Excellency’s 
construction, to place the power of the assessment of lis revenue in the hands of 
the British Government or its representative, and that if this objection could be 
removed, there was reasonable ground to expect the Vizici’s cordial con- 
currence in all the measures of reform, and his concession, partial or total, of 
every other matter in dispute. 


53. Knowing that the ground of his Excellency’s alarm was entirely foreign 
to the intention of the Government, Major Bailhe exerted himself to banish 
this apprehension from the Vizier’s mind, and to convince him that a just and 
moderate assessment of his dominions tor a fixed period of time, with security 
to the landholders and cultivators for a strict adherence to the terms of their 
engagemcnts with the Government and with each other, was all that the British 
Government had in view, and that no unwarranted, unnecessary, or Indelicate 
interference in the minute details of his Excellency’s administration of his 
revenue was ever contemplated; that if no coercion were used at the time of 
the settlement with the landholders, the terms of it would necessarily be just 
and moderate; and that unless the British troops were required to coerce the 
Zemindars, thc Resident would never consider it to be his duty to inquire at 
what rate the estate of any landholder was assessed, nor cven to seek informa- 
tion from his Excellency regarding the revenuc of any part of his dominions : 
tnat in cases where the aid of our troops might be required, his Excellency 
would, of course, in the first instance endeavour to satisfy himself, and would 
deem it advisable to satisfy the Resident by the production of authenticated 
documents that the demand to be enforced was a just one, and that beyond 
this fair and legitimate object, the British Government had no desire whatever 
to interfere between his Excellency or his Aumils and the landholders, 


54. Anumber of messages are stated by the Resident to have passed between 
him and the Vizier, having reference to this particular question, during two or 
three days; and on the day on whichthe despatch to which we are now referring 
was written, the Resident waited on his Excellency by appointment, and held 
aconference with him of several hours, which terminated in the Vizier’s solemn 
declaration of his cordial concurrence in the general outline of the icform 
recommended in the Governor-Crencral’s letter of the 28th December 1810, and 
in all the essential details of it, and a promise, on the part of his Excellency, with 
every deorce of apparent sincerity, to record that concurrence undcr his seal in a 
fetter to the Governor-General’s address, in the terms suggested by the Resident, 
as soon as a letter could be prepared. The Resident added his Excellency’s ac- 
quiescence in the other points in discussion, to which we shall hereafter refer. 


55. The Resident concludes his despatch in the following words: “ Og 
“ taking leave this morning he (the Vizier) embraced me in the most cordial 
“ manner at the door of his palace, whee all his native courticrs and a number 
oof 

* Consultations, 15th October, vide page 510. 
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‘of English gentlemen were assembled, for the purpose, as he stated to méin 
‘* private, of demonstrating to his subjects at large the happy result of our 
‘* conference, aud manifesting to ail around him that the aneasiness and anxiety 
‘© of his ming, which had long been apparent to his courtiers, were now 
‘t entirely removed.” 


50. In reply to Major Bailhe’s despatches, the substance of which is above 
stated, recorded on the annescd date,* after expressing our satisfaction at the 
intelligence which they contained of the Vizier's assent to the reform and the other 
points which had been lately agitated, we expressed our anxiety for the receipt 
of his Excellency’s promised reply to Lord Minto’s Letter, and our hope that the 
delay which had occurred in its transmission was not occassioned by any hesitation 
on the part of his Exccllency to confirm, in a direct address to the Governor. 
General, those assurances which he had so solemnly conveyed to the Resident, 
We added, that until the receipt of that letter and the Resident’s further com. 
munications, it would be premature to enter into any detailed remarks on the 
subject of his late despatches ; and we concluded by signifying to Major Baillie 
our high approbation of the manner in which he bad conducted to its apparently 
favourable stage, a negotiation in which he had received the repeated acknow- 
ledgments, approbation, and applause of this Government. 


57. On the receipt of the Vizier’s letter, accompanied by a further despatch 
from the Resident,f not however containing any thing relative to the further 
progrcss of the negotiation, we perceived with concern, that although 
acquiescing, in substance, in the several demands contained in Lord Minto’s 
letter of Gd July 1313, that acquiescence was expressed in atone of sullen reluc- 
tance and discontent, calculated to make it appear that it was given solely on 
the urgent and repeated remonstrances and demands of the British Government, 
and from an inability on his Excellency’s part to resist our urgency. It also 
referred, in a tone of complaint and discontent, tothe delay which had occurred 
in satisfying lis Excellency on the subject of several of his former applications 
to this Government; a complaint obviously, fromthe nature of the questions to 
which they :eterrcd, made ina spirit of cavil and dissatisfaction, rather than 
from the importance which he could attach to them at this particular moment. 


58. The doubts which the contents of this letter led us to entertain of the 
sincerity of the Vizier’s promises were unfortunately too soon icalized by the 
contents of the despatches from the Resident, to which we have the honour to 
refer your Tlonowiable Court, as 1ccorded on the proceedings of the annexed 
dates. 


59. It cannot be uecessary to state in any detail the contents of those decpatches 
which disclose the unfortunate and perverse disposition of his Excellency the 
Vizier, and afford too much reason to think that the proceedings and declara- 
tions reported in the Resident’s despatches of the 29th September and 2d of Qcto- 
ber, were adopted in a spirit of insincerity and deception. However that may 
be, it was obvious fiom the despatches of the Resident subsequeutly received 
that no hopes could now be entertained of his Excellency’s cordial adoption of 
the measures of reform to which he had given his consent, or of the accomplish- 
ment of our views with respect to the other points on which he had recently 
been urged, without a renewed application of the direct interposition of the 
Governor-General, with a view to recall his Excellency to a course of proceed- 
ing conformable to his pledged faith to the British Government and to his own 
real interests. 


60. On reviewing the former procecdings, however, it appeared to us to be 
highly probable, that a main cause of the failure of our attempts to carry into 
cifect the reform, was the dissatisfaction which existed in the mind of the Vizier, by 
the tone of demand and even menace which had been employed in the negotiation, 
and to the irritation created by urging his Excellency on a teas Bag points of 
minor importance, and concerning cur right to interfere, in which his Excctlency 

might 
* Consultations, 15th October, vide page 542. 
+ Consultations, 22d October 1813, vide page 542. 
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might naturally entertain great doubts. It appeared to us, that by avoiding Political Letter 
minor interventions of this description and confining our representations exclu- ae Renae) 
sively to mattcrs of real public importance, affecting the essential interests and 8: ee 
reputation of both States, we should be the more likely to succeed in the accom- 

lishment of the latter, while by embracing too many objects, our efforts would 
be constantly exposed to the hazard of failure. 


61. Some of those points which have recently been the subject of negotiation 
with the Vizier might, under the view here taken, be classed among those which 
we should not have agitated as questions of State between the British Govern- 
ment and the Vizier; but being in some degree committed to them, it would not 
be practicable or proper, with reference cither to our interest as concerned in the 
maintenance of our influence at the Court of Lucknow, or to the interestsof the 
parties whose cause we had espoused and whose hopes we had excited, to with- 
draw from them now, while we determined to avoid to the utmost practicable 
extent, the agitation of similar questions in future. 


62. These were the grounds of the resolution which we adopted when Major 
Baillie’s despatches last referred to came under our consideration ; and the result 
of our deliberations was, that a letter should be addressed by thc Governor- 
Gencral to the Vizier in the spirit of the above remarks. 


63. Your Honourable Court will be pleased to observe, that in that Ictter is 
included a representation to the Vizier on the subject of the pension which his 
Excellency promised to pay to Hoosein Alee Khan, the son of Hyder Beg Khan; 
but which, for the sake of clearness, we reserve for a subsequent part of this 
despatch. After stating his sentiments and cxpectations on that subject, the 
Governor-Gencral proceeded to adveit to the question of reform. 


O4. His Lordship began by remarking, that it was a subject of no common 
importance in itself, and one on which it was peculiarly expedient that he should 
address the Vizier in this early stage of his administration. Lis Lordship then 
observed, that the Vizier’s answer to the Jate Grovernor-General’s letter of the 
2d of July 1813 had expressed a distinct acquiescence, on the part of his Excel- 
leucy, in the plan of reform recommended in the system of his Government, 
and conveyed the assurance that it should be immediately undertaken ; that 
Major Baillie had since reported that his Excellency had abandoned this salutary 
Intention, and had shewn a marked disinclination to listen to any of his sugecs- 
tions referring to that momentous concern. Tis Lordship stated, that it was 
his anxious desire and that of his colleagues, that every testimony of attention, 
aud every procedure which could uphold his Excellency’s divznity, should be 
manifested by the British Government; that his Excellency’s interests, however, 
and ours were 50 inseparably interwoven, that it would be criminal in us did 
not we offer to him our best advice, in any conjuncture which we might think 
megnant with evil for him; that it was on this ground that we had urged his 
Excellency to adopt arrangements of reform in his dominions (a right of inter- 
terence secured to us by treaty), as the only mode of avoiding a convulsion not 
to be quelled but by applications of our force, that would be discreditable for 
us, and which we consequently could not make for nis Excellency’s support ; 
that the manner in which our troops had often been called upon to act, in order 
to dissipate commotions occasioned by the misrule and oppressive conduct of 
those entrusted with the details of his excellency’s affairs, had extorted frequent 
remonstrance from this Government; that we felt it dishonourable for the British 
arms to be employed in supporting injustice, and we must guard against such 
disgrace. 


65 and G6. A sense of mutual interest, his Lordship next observed, had 
forced the Britis Government to press this poirt strongly. ‘There would not, 
he said, be wanting men around his Excellency, whose advantages would suffer 
from such a reform. It was natural that they should attempt to disinchne 
his Excellency to the measure, and to the British Government for urging it. 
They would have no chance of succeeding, his Lordship remarked, were it not 
that his Excellency’s mind might imagine the effect of disregard of our councils 
Would be merely temporary coldness. Such a coldness could not exist, without 

10 B soot 


Political Letter 
from Bengal, 
18 May 1814. 


soon degenerating first into estrangement, and then into jealousies and mis- 
constructions of the most dangerous description. That the ultimate result 
would be matter of deepest grief to us; to his Excellency it, would be ruin, 
That a contingency so dreadful might be precluded, the Governor-General 
entreated his Excellency to co-operate with him in manly confidence, to 
maintain the united interests of the two Governments firm and unshaken. 
He assured his Excellency, that it should be his study to forbear, as far 
as his duty would permit, any minor interventions which might be unplea- 
sant to his Excellency, provided he found, on the other hand, that his Excel. 
lency entered in carnest on those arrangements, and cordially maintained that 
conduct, whence we might have the gratification to estimate him as an efficient 
and zealous ally of the Honourable Company. 


67. The object, continued his Lordship, was so serious, that he assured him. 
self his Excellency could not misinterpret the frankness with which his Lord. 
ship exposed our relative situations for his Excellency’s reflection. On the 
contrary, the unreserved manner in which his Lordship spoke, ought to satisf: 
his Excellency that no doubtful sentiments remained concealed, and his Excel. 
lency should thence feel his security in a perfect reliance on this Government. 


68. His Lordship concluded by stating, that Major Baillie, who possessed his 
full confidence, was instructed to make this principle the guide of the commu- 
nications which he would have the honour of holding with his Excellency the 
Vizier ; and by expressing his ardent hope, that his Excellency would prove 
his correspondence to these dispositions, by the liberal and sincere trust which 
he would repose in that gentleman. The foregoing letter from the Governor- 
General to the Vizier, and instructions issued to the Resident under the same 
date, are recorded on the proceedings noted in the margin.* 


69. On the proceedings of the dates noted in the margint are recorded two 
despatches from the Resident received shortly after the despatch of the fore- 
going letter, and the instructions to the Resident which accompanied it, con- 
taining translations of the continuation of his correspondence with the Vizier, 
of which the preceding part is enclosed in the Resident’s despatches already 
referred to in the fifty-eighth paragraph. 


70. In a despatch of the 19th February, recorded on the annexed date,f the 
Resident reported his receipt of the Governor-General’s lettcr to the Vizier 
above referred to, together with another, under date the 3lst December, rela- 
tive to the will of Tuhseen Alee Khan, to which we have adverted in the two 
hundred and twelfth and following paragraphs of our general letter in this de- 
partment, under date the 31st March last, and his proceedings on the occasion 
of delivering those letters to the Vizier. 


71. Major Baillie prefaced the delivery and perusal of the letters with obser- 
vations of a. conciliatory and triendly nature, calculated to dispose his Excellen- 
cy’s mind toa favourable reception of the representations and demands of' the 
British Government, as expressed in those documents. After referring to the 
apparently satisfactory termination of all the late discussions, and the unfortu- 
nate recurrence of a difference of opinion, and conscquent interruption of the 
harmony which had for a while prevailed between his Ixcellency and the Resi- 
dent, Major Baillie observed, that it must be highly satisfactory and gratifying 
to the Vizier, to perceive in the letters which he was about to present to him a 
sentiment of cordial friendship, a feeling of personal regard, a disposition to 
soothe and conciliate, to concede when concession might be practicable, and to 
abstain from unnecessary interference in the concerns of his Excellency’s Go- 
vernment, as well as from controversial discussions to the utmost possible 
extent, combined witha resolution to give advice on occasions which might 
require interference, with a view to the mutual benefit of both States or to his 
Excellency’s honour and advantage, and to urge that advice on such ie 

sinc 
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(since to refrain were a dereliction of duty) in terms of dignified firmness, but 
in the spirit of cordial friendship and with expressions of the sincerest regard. 


7@, The Resident then proceeded to discuss the question of Tuhseen Alee 
Khan’s property, which, as above stated, has already been reported to your 
Honourable Court, and then read.and delivered the letter relating to the ques- 
tion of reform and the pension to Hoosein Alee Khan. 


i 4 ’ 
73. Very little convergation took place on this subject, the Vizier stating his 
intentiog to peruse and consider the letter and to appoint an early day for con- 
versing with the Resident. 


74. The Resident, inthe same letter, reported that although he had not at 
the date of it received from the Vizier any communication relative either to the 
reform or to the pension of Hoosein Alee Khan, he was disposed to augur the 
most salutary effects and impressions on his Excellency’s mind from the tenor 
of the Governor-General’s letter on those subjects, and from the friendly and 
conciliatory observations on his own part with which the delivery of the letter 
was accompanied, in conformity to our instructions. 


75. We signified to the Resident our approbation of the tenor of his obser- 
vations to the Vizier on the above occasion, and generally of the manner in 
which he had executed our instructions; but we suspended any further remarks 
or directions, until we should be apprized of the effect produced on the Vizier’s 
mind by the Governor-General’s letter and the proceedings of the Resident.* 


76. On the proceedings of the date notec in the marginft is recorded the 
reply of the Vizier to the Governor-Generai’s letter of the 7th January, together 
with a letter from his Excellency to the Resident, on the occasion of transmit- 
ting it, and the Resident’s despatch enclosing the above-mentioned documents, 
and stating his sentiments and reflections on their contents. 


77. In the letter to the Resident, the Vizier stated his intention of adopting a 
suggestion of the Resident for dividing his territory into districts yielding from 
two lacs to two lacs and a half of rupees per annum, and placing in charge of these 
districts Ameens of respectable character with adequate salaries, and over every 
ten or twelve of such Ameens placi'iy an officer of high rank, respectability, and 
integrity, with a suitable salary, in tiie character of Zillahdar; and his Excellency 
stated, that he would search for proper persons to fill those offices, and having 
done so would furnish them with instructions to publish proclamations and 
prepare revenue papers, in the manner desired by the Resident. 


78. In reply to the Governor-General, his Excellency commenced by signi- 
{ving his acquiescence in his Lordship’s recommendation relative to loosein Alee 
Khau’s pension, as will be noticed hereafter. He then proceeded to reply to 
that part of the letter which related to the question of reform. 


79. It would be difficult, if not impracticable, to give your Honourable 
Court acorrect notion of the spirit and tenor of the Vizier’s letter by an abstract 
of its contents; we must, therefore, request your attention to the document 
itself recorded as per margin.{ 


80. Your Honourable Court will observe, that his Excellency is profuse im 
expressions of gratitude and attachment to the British Government; that he 
disclaims the smallest intention to disregard its advice; that he professes to 
entertain no objection to, or desire to resist the introduction of the plan of 
reform recommended by Lord Minto; that he rejects the possibility of his 
being misled by designing men to oppose the wishes of the British Government, 
and relies with implicit confidence on its zealous and disinterested friendship 
and regard for his interests and honour; but that he carefully avoids any assur- 
ance of undertaking and carrying into effect the arrangements which have so 

often 
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often been recommended, and which it was a particular object of the Governor. 
General's last letter to urge him to accede to, 


81. The Resident, in his despatch which accompanied the Vizier’s letter, 
observed, that there appeared to him to arise out of his Excellency’s letter two 
questions, on which it would be necessary for him (the Resident) to .be-fur. 
nished with instructions for his guidance ; first, the expediency of acquiescing 
in the mode of conducting the reform, stated in the Vizier’s letter to the Resi- 
dent, above quoted, and referred to in the letter to the Governor-General, and 
which, in the opinion of Major Baillie, was intended to preclude any useful 
interference on his part; and secondly, whether the British troops should be em. 
ployed in support of the measures of the Vizier, having for their professed object 
a reform in the administration of his revenue, without reference to the justice 
and expediency or to the real object of those measures. 


82. On each of these questions the Resident offered some observations, for 
which we beg leave to refer to his despatch.* He concluded by stating, that 
he had abstained from offering any remonstrance to the Vizier on the tenor of 
his letter to the Governor-General, partly, as he expressed himself, from an 
idea, combined with a feeble expectation, that the view which he had taken of 
it might hereafter appear to be erroneous, and partly from a fear of interrupting 
the harmony which subsisted between his I:xcellency and himself, and which 
had been manifested, on the part of his Excellency, by his voluntary and 
unexpected concession of a few subordinate points on which the Resident had 
ceased to urge him. 


83. On an attentive consideration of the documents above referred to, it 
appeared to us that although the general tenor of the Vizier’s letter to the 
Governor-General was sufficiently friendly, and professed a disposition on the 
part of the Vizier to listen to the advice of the British Government, it was 
impossible not to perceive that his Excellency entertained a decided repug- 
nance to the particular plan of reform, which, in consequence of his own 
request, was submitted to him by the Earl of Minto, in his Lordship’s letter of 
the 28th of December 1810, and to any modification of it commensurate with 
the sentiments and wishes of the British Government on that important point. 
Every mode of argument, exhortation, and warning, every appeal to his Excel- 
Jency’s pride, judgment, humanity, and love of justice, had been resorted to in 
vain to obtain his acquiescence in that particular plan of reform which the 
British Government had considered and declared to be, according to its belief; 
the only effectual remedy for the disorders of his Excellency’s administration. 
We could no longer, then, entertain hopes of success from any further endea- 
yours short of compulsion, to carry that measure in the precise form in which 
it had hitherto been urged. 


84, While we lamented the perverse and unenlightened policy which induced 
the Vizier to reject that system of administration recommended to his adoption 
hy the British Government, and which his own experience of its success in the 

Yeded Provinces might enable him correctly to appreciate, it did not appear to 
us that, under a just and fair construction of the obligations of the alliance, we 
were entitled to proceed to the only measure of a compulsory nature which 
was ever suggested, namely, a renewal and direct demand, founded on the sti- 
pulations of the treaty, accompanied by a menace of withholding the aid of the 
British troops in support of his Excellency’s authority, in case of his refusal. 


85. The arguments employed in the instructions issued by the late Gover- 
nor-General in Council on a like occasion, of which the substance is stated in 
the one hundred and fifty-third and following paragraphs of the despatch to 
your Honourable Court under date the 15th October 1811, appeared to us to 
be precisely applicable to the state at which the negotiation had now arrived, 
and they were strengthened and confirmed by the renewed failure of every 
attempt to influence the judgment and feelings of the Vizier. Even admitting 


that his Excellency was induced by a repetition of our demands, whether 
accom- 
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accompanied or not by such a menace, to give & reluctant assent to the measure 
generally, it was obvious to us that no vigilance or care would suffice to prevent 
him, ifso disposed, from frustrating itin detail, without a complete infraction of that 
part of the stipulation which provides that the reform shall be carried into effect 
by his Excellency and through his own officers. 


86. The conclusion was inevitable, namely, that the specific plan of reform 
proposed to the Vizier by Lord Minto must be relinquished, or insisted on as 
the alternative of a resolution on our part, which would amount to a dissolution 
of the existing relations between the two States. ‘The principles of justice and 
good faith, as well as of political expediency, forbade the adoption of the latter 
course, and thus imposed on our minds the necessity of desisting from the fur- 
ther prosecution of the object. 


87. While, however, the relinquishment of the specific plan of reform above 
referred to was unavoidable, it by no means followed that the hope uf introducing 
a reform into his Excellency’s administration from which considerable practical 
benefit might arise need be abandoned. There could, indeed, be no doubt that 
a plan abstractedly of inferior ability and efthcacy, in which the Vizier should 
cordially concur, would in practice produce the beneficial results contemplated 
by the British Government, better than the most judicious system of regulations 
which his Excellency might ostensibly adopt and secretly counteract. 


88. We were happy to observe, that the tenor of the Vizicr’s letter to the Go- 
vernor-Gencral afforded an opening for renewing the negotiation on this footing ; 
and tlie Governor-General accordingly addressed a reply to his Excellency, con- 
ceived in terms which were calulated to encourage his Exccllency to openh is 
mind to the Resident, and to state his own views in such a manner as to lay a 
foundation for the discussion, and eventual adoption of a plan, which though not 
embracing the full scope of the wise and beneficial system which had becn 
recommended to him, might yet combine the advantages of a considerable prac- 
ticable improvement in the conduct of his administration and the condition of his 
subjects, with a cordial disposition, on his own part, to give it full effect. 


89. The letter addresscd to his Excellency by the Governor-General on this 
occasion is recorded on the annexed date,* and we request the particular atten- 
tion of your Honourable Court to its contents. We accompanied the transmis- 
sion to the Resident of an English copy of that letter with instructions, in which 
we stated our view of the question, and our consequent resolution, as conveyed 
in the Governor-Genceral’s letter to the Vizier. 


90. We directed the Residentto accompany the delivery of the letter with a 
discourse on his own part adapted to the spirit of its contents, and to endeavour, 
by every method of courtesy and conciliation, to engage his Mxcellency to throw 
off that reserve which must ever be an obstacle to the success of any plan, and 
appears to have been fostered by the controversial turn which the former discus- 
sions concerning the reform unfortunately but unavoidably assumed. 


91. The footing on which it was our desire that the negotiation should be 
recommended, would not, we observed, tend, as the former naturally did, to 
generate asperity, both of sentiment and expression, which unknown to the 
parties engaged in the discussion must imperceptibly and unavoidably mix in 
a long protracted controversy, animated on one side by a sense of wounded 
pride, jealousy, and apprehension of the loss of independent authority, and 
of the means of gratifying the passion of cupidity; and on the other, by 
the more honorable feelings of ardent and honest zeal for the reputation of 
the allied Governments and the interests of humanitg. 


9@. We stated that the object of the Resident’s endeavours should be, and 
we were satisfied would be, to acquire the Vizier’s confidence, by shewing 
his Excellency that he was not seeking to force any particular measures on 
him, but was desirous of knowing what the Vizier himself proposed, that 
the Resident might co-operate with his Excellency in the details if the 
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general system were calculated to meet the object in tiew, or state to him 
frankly the inefficacy of his plan if it should be really delusive. 


93. We particularly dwelt on the advantage of abstaining from the expres- 
sion of any suspicions of the Vizier’s sincerity. The indication of such a 
feeling must, we observed, necessarily destroy all confidence, while by awaken- 
ing his pride and interest to the importance of acting up to the professions 
which he had made in his letter to the Governor General, the ends of 
Government might be attained, if not to the utmost desirable extent, at 
least to such a degree as to ensure considerable practical benefit. 


94. We added, that while we were prepared to give up the attempt to 
prevail on the Vizier to adopt the particular system of administration which 
we were desirous that he should adopt, and to be satisfied with one of a more 
imperfect character, it would still be essential to maintain in its full force the 
right of the British Government to satisfy itself of the propriety of affording 
the aid of its troops in support of the authority of his Excellency or the 
officers of his Government. The objections to the abandonment or com- 
promise of this right, under any circumstances short of the actual introduction 
into the Vizier’s dominions of a plan of administration which would preclude 
the hazard of the British troops being called on to act in support of oppres- 
sion and injustice, are too obvious to require to be stated. 


95. We concluded by expressing our reliance on the exertion by the 
Resident of his utmost skill, address, and discretion, for the accomplishment 
of our views, described in the foregoing paragraphs and in the Governor- 
General’s letter to the Vizier. Our instructions to the Resident are recorded 
on theproceedings noted in the margin.* 


96. On the Proceedings of the date noted in the margint is recorded a 
despatch from the Resident, in which he acknowledges the reccipt of our 
instructions of the 25th March, with an English copy of the Governor-Gene- 
ral’s letter to the Vizier of the same date. 


97. Major Baillie, after observing that he had repeatedly, in the course 
of his discussions with the Vizier, invited his Excellency to propose a plan 
of his own, and had earnestly entreated him to communicate his sentiments 
with freedom on any part of Lord Minto’s plan which he might deem objec- 
tionable, states it to be his opinion, that the repugnance manifested by the 
Vizier to the reform was to the principle of the measure, and not to any 
specific plan, nor to the details of the system proposed to him., Major Baillie 
adds, that the alternative of suggesting a plan of his own to be substituted 
for that proposed by Lord Minto, although frequently offered by him (the 
Resident), had never yet formed the subject of a direct address to the Vizier 
from the Governor-General, and that he predicted a good effect from the 
impression on his Excellency’s mind of an offer so hberal and friendly, con- 
veyed directly to his Excellency by the Governor-Gencral, and accompanied 
by a resolution to adhere to the spirit of the declaration which was formerly 
conycyed to his Excellency, relative to the employment of British troops in 
supporting the demands of his Aumils. 


98. We have since learned by a private communication from the Resident, 
that he had delivered to the Vizier the Governor-Geucral’s letter of the 25th, 
but that his Excellency had declined, on account of indisposition, to enter 
into a discussion on the subject of the interview at which it was presented. 


99. Here, we presumn® the negotiation must be suspended, until his 
Excellency shall come forward with his plan of reform; and we shall, there- 
fure, for the present close the narrative of our proccedings, intending to 
lesum~ it at a future period. % 


100. We now proceed to advert to the other quéstions which have lately 
been agitated at the Court of the Vizier. as te 
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_ Of those subjects of negotiation pending with the Vizier, reported in 
the yoke of the Governor-General in Council of the 15th October 
1811 and of subsequent dates, some have been satisfactorily adjusted. 


102. In the two hundred and eighty-eighth and following paragraphs of the 
despatch, of the 15th June 1813 in this department, the final consent of the Vizier 
to the employment of our troops stationed in Oude in the pursuit and apprehension 
of banditti and other offenders flying from the adjacent districts in the Honour- 
able Company's dominions for refuge within the territory of the Vizier, an 
arrangement to which a high degree of importance has always becn attached, was 
duly reported to your Honourable Court, together with the substance of the 
antecedent correspondence and negotiation which terminated in that satisfactory 
result. The Governor-General expressed to the Vizier, in his letters of the 5th of 
March and 2d July, the gratification experienced by the British Government at 
his Excellency’s ultimate compliance with our urgent representations on this 
subject. No complaints having reached us, on cither side, relative to the 
operation of this arrangement, we have cvcry reason to hope that it has been 
found to answer the purpose for which it was adopted. The improvement which 
it is calculated to effect in the police of the neighbouring districts is too manifest 
to require observation. 


103. Your Honourable Court will have observed in many parts of the cor- 
respondence with the Resident at Lucknow, and especially in his despatch of 
the 31st August 1812, recorded as per margin,® reference made to complaints 
on the part of native officers and sepoys in the Honourable Company’s service, 
of acts of Injustice and violence cominitted against them by the Vizier’s officers. 
The difficulty which these unfortunate and aggrieved persons experienced in 
finding redress, formed the subject of repeated remonstranccs to the Vizier by the 
Resident. We do not think it necessary to 1eicr to the specific cases; but your 
Honourable Court will have the satisfaction to observe, that the Vizier ultimately 
suggested a mode of settling questions of this nature, which met with our entire 
concurrence, and may, we hope, be the means of preventing or affording speedy 
and substantial redress for such giievances in future. His Excellency’s propo- 
sition was, that the case shoulda be decided on the oath of the party aggrieved ; 
and he engaged, in all cases of urgency so substantiated, to compel his officers 
to make compensation, or otherwise render justice. 


104. The disputes which existed between his Excellency the Vizier and their 
Highnesses the Bhow Begum and Shunis-oon-Nissa Begum, have also been either 
terminated or put in a train of adjustment. We propose to submit to your 
Honourable Court a summary of our proceedings in the case of each of these 
ladies, in fulfilment of the assurance expressed in the despatch from this depart- 
ment of the 15th June 1813 and 3ist of March last. 


105. The differences between the Vizier and the Bhow Begum related, first, 
to the superintendents of the khass and khoord muhl of the late Nawaub 
Shooja-ood-Dowlah and the management of the jaidad assigned for their support; 
secondly, to the vexatious and unwarrantable encroachments and aggressions of 
the Vizier’s Aumils on the lands composing the jaidad and her Highness’s 
personal jagiers. 


106. In the two hundred and fifty-sixth paragraph of a despatch of the 
15th October 1812, the Governor-General in Council had the honour to apprize 
your Honourable Court of the restoration of Tuhseen Alee Khan to the oftice of 
Nazir of the khoord muhl, from which he had unjustly, and in direct violation 
of the rights of the Begum, as guaranteed by the Honourable Company, been 
displaced by the Vizier. 


107. The re-appointment of Tuhseen was not made without manifest signs of 
reluctance on the part of the Vizier, who is stated by the Resident, in the des- 
patch recorded as per margin,{ to have carried the arrangement into effect in a 
Manner the most ungracious, and to have either encouraged or connived at the 

intrigues 

* Consultations, 2d July 1813, vide page 409. + Consultations, 15th May 1813, vide page 406. 

t Consultations, 2d July 1813, vide page 412. 
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intrigues of interested persons, to excite some of the women of the khoord muh] 
to resist the autharity of Tuhsegn and the deputy whom he appointed to aet on his 
behalf. 


108. These women, on pretence of grievances sustained at the hands of 
Tuhseen and his deputy, and of serious curtailment of their allowance (for which 
there was some foundation, originating, however, in the measures of the Vizter 
himself), excited the utmost degree of clamour and disturbance at Fyzabad; and 
a number of them actually departed from that city, in defiance of decency and 
decorum, and proceeded to Lucknow, from whence they declared they would not 
depart until these alleged grievances should be redressed. 


109. Her Highness the Begum addressed a letter to the Governor-General, 
which is recorded on the proceedings of the date noted in the margin,* representing 
the dissentions and intrigues in the hhoord muhl, and claiming the good offices 
of the British Government in suppressing them and maintaining Tuhseen Alee 
Khan in his office, and herself in the rights which she derived from public 
engagements between the British Government, and the Vizier. 


110, Before the pressure of business enabled the Governor-General to reply to 
her Highness, the efforts of the Resident, and a returning sense of justice and pro- 
pricty on the part of the Vizier, effected a suppression of tlie disturbanees. 
Tushecn Alee Khan was firmly established in the office of Nazir, under the 
authority of the Begum, and the women who had proceeded to Lucknow made 
their submission to Tuhsceh and returned to Fyzabad. 


111. The despatches from the Resident in which the progress and termination 
of this affair ale reported are recorded on the proceedings of the annexed datcs.t 


112. Ina former part of this despatch we have referred to the Vizicr’s letter 
to the Governor-General on the subject of the Bhow Begum’s complaints, and 
his own charges against her Highness, the latter of which are frivolous in the 
extreme, Iis Exccllency’s letter is recorded on the agnexed date ;{ but as the 
disputes to which it refers were in the end satisfactorily adjusted, we do not 
deem it necessary to make any more detailed obscrvations on the subject. 


113. It is proper, however, to refer your Honourable Court to a letter from 
the Begun to the Governor-General recorded as per margin,§ and another from 
hei Highness to the Resident, stating at length the oppressions and encroaeh- 
ments of the Vizier’s Aumils on the lands of her jagier, and to a despatch from 
the Resident reporting the restitution to her Highness’s officers of nineteen vil- 
lages which had been usurped by tlie Vizier’s Aumil of Baraitch, and his Excel- 
lency’s agreement to subinit the remaining points at issue between himself and the 
Begum to the arbitration of the Resident, and to abide by his award. 


114. We experienced great satisfaction from this result, which derives a degree 
of importance, disproportioned perhaps to the immediate objccts in debate, fiom 
the manner in which the public faith of the British Government is, as is known 
to your Honourable Court, involved in the maintenance of the just rights of the 
Begum. The satisfaction of Government on this occaston was expressed to the 
Vizier in Lord Minto’s letter to his Excellency of the 2d of July 1813. The 
Governor-General also addressed a letter to the Begum, to the same effect, on 
that datc.|| 


115. No differences have since arisen between his Excellency and the Begum, 
as far as we are informed. . - 
116. In the two hundred and eighty-fifth and following paragraphs of the 
despatch of the 15th October 1812, the Governor-General in Council reported 
to your Honourable Court the proceedings of this Government with coe to 
we 1€r 
* Consultations, 2d July 1818, vide page 434. 
+ Consultations, 25th June, and 4th July 1812; 8th Japaury, and 2d July 1813, vide pages 
291, 298, 321, and 409, et seq. 
t Consultations, 2d July 1813, vide page 443. 
¢ Consultations, 2d July, vide pages 474, 493, and 495, 
ll Consultations, 2d July, vide pages 506 and 512. 
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her Highness Shums-oon-Nissa Begum (the widow of the Nawaub Asuf-ood- 
Dowlah) up to that date, including the instructions issued to the Resident to 
endeavour to effect a commutation of her Highness’s jagier for a fixed payment 
in money. : 


117. In pursuance of her Highness's declared intention, she quitted the domi- 
nions of his Excellency the Vizier and retired to Elahabad, where every arrange- 
ment for her Roagarable reception and comfortable accommodation had been 
previously concerted between the Resident and the Magistrate, and where her 
Highness continues to reside. 


118 Before her Highness’s departure, every effort was made by the Resident 
to effect a reconciliation between the Vizier and the Begum ; but owing to the 
unkindness and illiberality of the Vizier, on the one hand, and the strong sense of 
resentment felt by the Begum at his Excellency’s conduct on the other, it was 
impracticable to restore even the appearance of harmony between them, or to 
prevent the Begum from departing from his Excellency’s dominions. 


119. It is unnecessary to occupy the time of your Honourable Court by a 
recital of the particulars of the quarrel betwcen her Highness and the Vizier, or 
of the negotiation of the Resident with both those personages, for the purpose of 
composing these differences and inducing the Vizicr to adopt a more gencrous 
and friendly conduct towards his sister-in-law, a lady of the highest rank and 
most respectable character and conduct. 


120. The Resident’s despatches, together with the letters addressed by the 
Nawaub and the Begumm to the late Governor-General, and his Lordship’s reply 
are recorded as per margin.* 


121. The Vizier assented without much difficulty to the proposed commuta- 
tion of the jagter for a fixed stipend; an arrangement which was also extended 
to the khassa or allowance of provisions furnislied to the Begum and her house- 
hold from his Excellency’s kitchen. Considerable difticulty was, however, 
experienced in adjusting the details of this arrangement, from the difficulty of 
reconciling the statements of his Excellency the Vizier and the Begun of the 
value of the two objects of commutation. They have at length been adjusted 
by the zealous exertions of the Resident, in a manner which, though not equal 
to the just expectations of the Begum, will yet afford her liberal means of sup- 
port, while a more favourable arrangement could not be effected without consi- 
derable difficulty. It is proposed, that the amount at which her Highness’s 
stipend has been fixed, wiz. Sicca Rupees 7,263 per mensem, shall be paid to her 
Highness from the treasury of the Collector of Elahabad, an equal sum being 
received by the Resident at Lucknow from the Vizier. 


122, One claim of the Begum on the Vizier still remains unadjusted, viz. the 
restitution of certain lands, houses, and gardens at Delhi, which belonged to 
her Ilighness’s ancestors and have been assumed by the Vizier. The satisfaction 
of this claim constituted one of the demands contained in the late Governor- 
General’s letter to the Vizier of the 2d of July 1813, and his Excellency’s assent 
to it, with a reservation of certain rights of her brother stated to be founded on 
the Mohummudan law, was communicated to this Government in the Resident’s 
despatch recorded on the annexed date.t We request, however, to add, that 
the promise remains unfulfilled. 


1g3. The recovery of these possessions will, of course, continue to be an 
object of the Resident's attention under his instructions. 


124. The only remaining points of negotiation with his Excellency the Vizier 
to which it is necessary for us to solicit the attention of your Honourable Court 
are, first, the claim of Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan to the restitution of certain 
hereditary possessions seized by the Vizier’s Aumil of the district of Sandee, and 
payment of the rents and profits arising from those possessions, while he was 
deprived of them ; and, secondly, the case of Hoosein Alee Khan. , 

125. The 


* Consultations, $0th October; 1812 and 26th February, 2d and 80th July 1813 ; vide pages 320, 
359, and 495 et seq. 


+ Consultations, 15th October 1813, vide page 584. 
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125. The claims of Alee Nuckee Khan, and: the representation which the 
British Government judged it proper to address to the Vizier with a view to 
obtain justice for him, were first brought to the notice of your Honourable 
Court in the one hundred and forty-second and one hundred and forty-third 
paragraphs of a despatch from the Vice-President in Council in this department, 
under date the 27th of July 1811; and in the two hundred and twelfth para- 
graph of the letter of the 11th of June 1812, the Governor-General in Council 
reported the renewal of his Lordship in Council’s instances in behalf of the 
Moonshee in the letter addressed by his Lordship to the Vizier on the 8th of 
May of that year. 


126. The unremitting efforts of the Resident to obtain from the Vizier an 
order to his Aumil of Sandee to restore to Alee Nuckee the lands and other pos- 
sessions, his right to which could not be disputed, being unavailing, the late 
Governor-Gencral deemed it proper to bring the subject again under the notice 
of the Vizier, and to call on his Excellency to do justice to this much-injured 
individual, in his letter to the Vizier of the 2d of July 1813, where the principal 
facts of the case are recapitulated, and his Excellency is solemnly called on to 
see justice done to the Moonshee, who as being a servant of the British Govern- 
ment was considered to possess a claim to the support of that Government in a 
case of gross and manifest injustice. 


127. The result of that appeal to his Excellency was the restitution of the 
greater part of the Moonshee’s property, although complete restitution is still 
withheld. The ordcrs of the Vizier were reported to us in the despatch from 
the Resident recorded un the date noted in the margin.* 


128. The proccedings of the Resident in this case are reported in the several 
despatches from the Resident and the correspondence with the Vizier recorded 
in the dates noted in the margin,¢ which have been already referred to in draw- 
ing the notice of your Honourable Court to the other points depending with his 
Excellency the Vizier. 


129. The origin of the interference of the British Government in the case 
of Hoosein Alee Khan, and the ill success of his endeavours to obtain justice 
for that unfortunate person and the other members of the family of the late 
Hyder Beg Khan, from whom their patrimony was withheld by the elder brother, 
Akbur Alee Khan, are already before your Honourable Court, in the letters 
froin this department under dates the 8th February 1808, 30th October 1810, 
and 27th July 1811; and in the fourteenth paragraph of the latter despatch is 
reported the substance of a letter addressed by the Vice-President (General 
Hewett) to the Vizier, calling on his Excellency to restore to ge ps Alee 
Khan and the indigent members of the family the pension of one lac of rupees 
per annum enjoyed by the family of Hyder Beg Khan until the accession of the 
Vizier, as the only means of relieving their distress. 


130. In the Governor-General’s letter of the 8th of May, the case of Hoosein 
Alee Khan is again pressed on the Vizier, as one in which every consideration of 
justice, honour, and humanity, demanded a favourable decision. The Governor- 
General also stated to his Excellency, that as the British Government. had, at 
his Excellency's express desire, taken an active part in this affair, his Lordship 
was thereby so pointedly engaged, that he could not cease from troubling his 
Excellency on the subject, until either a duc proportion of the family property 
should be made over to Hoosein Alee Khan, or the provision originally granted 
to the family should have been restored and assigned for the support of that 
much-injured person. His Lordship added, that as the facts derived from his 
Excellency’s own representations precluded all expectation of the former, the 
adoption of the latter arrangement became indispensably just and necessary. 


131. The 


* Consultations, 15th October, vide page 540, 


4 Consultations, 8th May 1812; 15th May, 2d July, 17th September, and 15th and 22d 
October 1813; and 7th and 2ist January 1814; Aas pages 983, 995, 409, 527, 584, 542, 567, and 582. 
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131. The Vigier’s reply to this part of the Governor-General’s letter, Political Letter 
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* 

132. It was obvious that the Vizier was entirely indisposed to pay the slightest 
attention to the urgent and reiterated representations of the British Government 
in favour of Hoosein Alee Khan, and the Governor-General in Council consider- 
ing himself called on, both by the circumstances of the case and the share 
already taken in it by the British Government, at the express invitation of the 
Vizier, to pursue the subject with unabated perseverance, his Lordship recurred 
in his letter to his Excellency of the 2d July 1813, to the situation of Hoosein 
Alee Khan, and his claims on the justice and humanity of the Vizier. 


133. In that letter Lord Minto declared his unalterable conviction of the 
right of Hoosern Alee Khan to the restoration of the pension granted to the 
family of Hyder Beg Khan by the late Vizier Asuf-ood-Dowlah, through the, 
mediation of Lord Cornwallis, and enjoyed until the accession of the present 
Vizier. His Lordship remarked, that his deliberate judgment on this point had 
been recently stated to the Vizier by the Resident in a letter to his Exccllency, to 
which he had made no reply. His Lordship stated,* that the actual grant of 
the stipend, and the receipt of it by the family till his Excellency’s accession, 
were capable of the most undoubted proof, and that the Resident had repeatedly 
declared his readiness to prove the facts, cither by a reference to the records of 
the Residency, or by the evidence on cath of respectable inhabitants of Luck- 
now; that his Excellency’s ‘ignorance, therefore, of the circumstance of the 
original grant, the only ground on which he had refused the restoration of the 
stipend, might be removed at his pleasure. 


134. His Lordship added, that he considered himself entitled, under the 
specific authority which the British Government derived from the Vizier’s letter 
to Mr, Wellesley of the 26th of October 1801, which will be in the recollection 
of your Honourable Court to call on his Excellency to restore to this unfortunate 
family the means of subsistence of which they had so long been deprived, with- 
out any ground of alleged misconduct, excepting in the case of the elder bro- 
ther, Akbur Alee Khan, whose disgraceful and inhuman conduct towards his 
brother only constituted an additional and most powerful argument for the resto- 
ration of the stipend in favour of the latter, and of those branches of the family 
who were left in a condition of distress by Akbur Alee’s unjust appropriation 
of the property of his deceased father. 


135. The Governor-General concluded by again referring the Vizier to the 
Vice: President’s letter of 15th March 1811, and informing his Excellency that 
the Resident was instructed to renew his instances to the Vizier on the sub- 
ject, and that it was the hope and expectation of his Lordship that his Excel- 
lency would attend to the Resident’s representations. 


136. In deliberating on this subject, it occurred to the Governor-General in 
Coungil that if the repugnance of the Vizier to restore the stipend to the family 
of the late Hyder Beg Khan continued to be insurmountable, it would be for 
the interest of Hoosein Alee Khan to accept a compromise, by receiving from 
his Excellency, for his own use and that of his immcdiate family, a proportion 
(one-fourth for example) of the original stipend ; and the Resident was therefore 
authorized to accede to an arrangement framed on this principle, if he should 
Judge it to be advisable. 


_ 137, The agreement of the Vizier to grant to Hoosein Alee Khan and the other 
indigent members of the family of Hyder Beg Khan a stipend of two thousand 
rupees per mensem, is reported in the letter from the Resident to which we have 
already so often referred,t #s containing the apparently happy termination of the 
Negotiation renewed by the Resident on the basis of the Governor-General’s 


letter of the 2d of J uly 1813. 
138. We 


* Consultations, 15th May 1818, vide page 404. 
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138. We have already solicited the attention of your Honourable Court to the 
Vizier’s reply to Lord Minto’s letter, as referring to the question of reform, 


139. On reverting to that part of his Excellency’s letter* which contains his 
reply to the application in favour of Hoosein Alee Khan, your Honourable 
Court will observe that his Excellency, after again disclaiming the rights of 
Hoosein Alee Khan to the pension, and repeating his ignorance of the original 
grant, the enjoyment of it by the family of Hyder Beg Khan or the subsequent 
resuinption, states that being sincerely disposed to promote the Governor. 
General’s satisfaction to the utmost of his power, he had, at the suggestion of 
Major Baillie, assigned the sum of two thousand rupees per mensem ‘for the 
‘“‘ maintenance and support of all the surviving members of the family of the 
late Hyder Beg Khan” 


140. It is superfluous to observe to your Honourable Court, that the object of 
the original interposition of the British Government in the affairs of the family 
of Lyder Beg Khan, was the restitution by Akbur Alee Khan to his brother of 
a share of the property of their father, which the former had unjustly appro- 
priated; and that on the failure of this primary object through the contumacy of 
Akbur Alee Khan and the unjust partiality of the Vizier, the efforts of the 
Government were directed to obtain from his Excellency, as the only other mode 
of redressing the wrongs of Hoosein Alee Khan. the restoration, in favour of 
that person aud the other indigent members of the family, of the whole or a part 
of the pension originally assigned for the whole of the family and resumed by 
the Vizier. ' 

141. The compliance of his Excellency could, therefore, only be reccived by 
us as refering to a provision for Hoosein Alee Khan, and the other indigent 
branches of the family, to the exclusion of Akbur Alce Khan, whose unjust and 
cruel conduct to his brother and the rest of the family alone gave rise to the 
discussion. His Excellency alleged that he complied with the letter of Lord 
Minto’s application, which he stated was for the restoration of the allowance to 
the family of Hyder Beg Khan, including, as his Excellency argued, the wife 
and family of Akbur Alee; but this interpretation of Lord Minto’s words is 
rejected by the whole tenor of the correspondence and proceedings on the sub- 
ject. 

142. Your Ifonourable Court will therefore learn, with no less surprise than 
we did, that when the Resident came to discuss the details of the arrangement 
with the Vizier, bis Excellency not only refused tu confirm the distribution of 
the pension of two thousand rupecs per mensem, proposed by the Resident on the 
above principles, but actually withheld the pension for a period of two months 
atter his assent was given, on the plea that a portion of it should be appropriated 
to the family of Akbur Alee Khan, which notoriously stood in no need of the 
assistance. A correspondence took place between the Vizier and the Resident 
on this subject, recorded on the annexed date,f in which it appears to us the 
Resident successfully combated the arguments of his Iexcellency, and demon- 
strated that the distribution which his Excellency proposed to make of the pen- 
sion was manifestly at variance with the whole spirit and intent of our represen- 
tations tohim. The result was, that his Excellency paid into the hands of the 
Resident the arrears of the pension from the date of the grant; but Major 
Baillie did not think it proper to disburse the amount, after what had passed, 
without our sanction, and accordingly referred the question for instructions. 


143. In a despatch afterwards reccived from the Resident, that officer reported 
that the Vizier had produced a demand against Hoosein Alee Khan, for the 
amount of sums advanced to him at various times pending the discussion of his 
case, to relieve his own immediate necessities, and also for the amount of a bond 
given by Hoosein Alee Khan to the late Almass Alee, which was afterwards 
declared to be a gift, and that his Excellency demanded payment of these sums 
from Hoosein Alee Khan; a measure which would virtually amount to a recall 
of the late grant, since the sum demanded was equal to the amount of the pen- 
sion for several years to come. 

144, Before 


* Consultations, 7th January 1814, vide page 972. 
t Consultations, 7th January 1814, vide page 567. 
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144, Before we received the despatch from the Resident last referred to, we 
had deliberated on his fofmer despatch relative to the distribution of the pension, 
and had issued instructions on the subject to Major Baillie. 


145. We signified to‘ Major Baillie our entire approbation of the distribution 
of the pension proposed by him, as being in strict conformity to the views and 
intentions of this Government in urging the grant. We remarked, that the 
Vizier could not, at any period of the negotiation, have misunderstood those 
views and intentions, as was evident from the whole tenor of the correspon- 
dence and conferences which had passed on the subject, and that his kxcel- 
lency’s attempt to divert from its proper object, a portion of the allowances 
which he had at last yielded to the urgent representations of the British Govern- 
ment, and his suspension of the payment of the pension for two months, with 
the view of applying a portion of it to the maintenance of the family of Akbur 
Alee Khan, were matter of great surpri.e and concern to us. 


146. It appeared to be proper, on this occasion, for the Governor-General 
to address a letter to the Vizter, pointing out the erroneous interpretation 
which his Excellency had given to that passage of Lord Minto’s letter of @d 
July 1813 which related to the case of Hoosein Alee Khan, and to confirm and 
enforce the arguments employed by the Resident in the Ictter which he had 
addressed to the Vizier on the subject. 


147. We have already in the sixty-eighth paragraph of this despatch, adverted 
to the letter addressed by the Governor-General to the Vizier on this occasion, 
as far as it related to the question of reform. ‘The manner and tone which 
the Governor-General took in addressing his Excellency on the subject of the 
pension to Eloosein Alce Khan, were regulated by the same spirit of concilia- 
tion and mildness by which we now hope to obtain the cordial concurrence of 
the Vizier in those measures which we should deem of such paramount impor- 
tance to the interests of both States, as properly to form the subject of discus- 
sion between his Excellency and this Government. 


148. The Governor-General observed to his Excellency, that when the stron 
claim which Hooscin Alee Khan had on his bounty was urged to his Excel 
lency by the British Government, that Government could have no interest in 
the step, but that which it ever must take in all that involved his Excellency’s 
renown and honour ; that, in fact, the representation made to his Excellency in 
behalf of Hoosein Alee Khan was not spontaneous, having been invited by the 
reference which his Excellency had made to the British Government on the 
subject, a reference which indicated that his Excellency contemplated the 
matter correspondently to our view of it, that on this view of it the British 
Government could not but carnestly encourage his Excellency’s disposition ; 
that this Government felt how much the general opinion of his Eacellency’s 
aud the Honourable Court’s subjects would necessarily be swayed by his pro- 
cedure towards the family of Hyde: Beg Khan, and thence thought itself 
entitled to persevere strenuously in pressing the adoption of a measure so highly 
calculated to advance a reputation which we wish never to separate from our 
own, 


149, His Lordship then proceeded to demonstrate, that the passage in Lord 
Minto’s letter, to which his Excellency had referred, never could be intended 
to countenance any pretension on the part of the immediate family of Akbuc 
Alee Khan to share in the pension, and disavowed, in the name of the Govern- 
ment, any such intention. His Lordship added, that he indulged an earnest 
hope, that after this explanation his Excellency would deem it consonant to his 
exalted character to confirm and issue the provision for the family of Hoosein 
Alee Khan in the manner requested by Major Baillie, without making any 
allotment gut of it for the family of Akbur Alee Khan. 


150. The remainder of the Governor-General’s letter related to the reform, 
and has already been submitted to the notice of your Honourable Court. ‘The 
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16 May 1 m4, are recorded on the proceedings of the annexed date. 
ioe 151. In the reply which the Vizier addressed to the Governor-General, » 


translation of which is recorded on the date noted in the margin,t his Excel. 
lency signified his compliance with the desire expressed by the Governor. 
General relative to the distribution of the pension, and stated that he had 
issued orders for carrying it into effect. 


152. In the answer which the Governor-General addressed to the Vizier, 
in that part of his Excellency’s letter which related to the reform as already 
submitted to your Honourable Court, his Lordship took occasion to express to 
his Excellency that he sincerely felt the eagerness with which his Excellency 
had seized the opportunity of doing what he believed would be acceptable to 
his Lordship respecting the family of Hoosein Alee Khan, and stated that he 
had derived real satisfaction in the measure adopted by his Excelleney, 
because he knew that it would redound to his Excellency’s reputation. 


153. We are concerned to state, that notwithstanding the apparently frank 
and cordial compliance with our representation in favour of Hoosein Alee 
Khan, unaccompanied by any condition but that of Hoosein Alee Khan’s 
attendance on the Vizier, which had been punttually complied with, his 
Excellency has again brought forward his demand for repayment of the sums 
adverted to in the one hundred and forty-third paragraph of this despatch, and 
has signified to the Resident his determination to make no payment on account 
of the pension until these demands are liquidated. This circumstance is 
reported in the Resident’s despatch already referred to in the ninety-sixth 
paragraph of this despatch, and recorded on the annexed date.§ 


154. We have not yet determined what step to take in this affair, which has 
mortified us extremely ; but we are not altogether without hopes that his 
Excellency may yet adopt a more liberal and handsome procedure, in place of 
this apparent mockery and delusive reparation to the unfortunate object of our 


solicitude, 
We have, &c. 
Fort- William, (Signed) Moira, 
18th May 1814. G. NuGENT, 
N. B. Epmonstons, 
A. SETON. 





EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER to BENGAL, 
Dated the 30th September 1814. 


Letter from, dated Ist March} Par. 53. We are much concerned to observe by the 
1812, (147 to 149.) Complaints | Jotters from the Resident at Lucknow, referred to in these 
ot the Begum, Shums-oon-Nissa, ; 
widow of the late Asuf-ood-Dow. (Paragraphs, and in your subsequent despatches of the 11th 
lu, against the oppressive con- | of June (paragraphs 205 and 206), and 15thof October 
duct towards her of the Vizier. 11812 (paragraphs 285 to 203), that the series of opprcs- 

sive conduct, on the part of the Nawaub Vizicr, towards his sister-in-law, 
Shums-oon-Nissa Begum, widow of the late Asuf-ood-Dowlah, has at length, m 
spite of tie remonstrances to the Vizier, compelled that lady to quit Luck- 
now, and retire to her jagier. We shall be happy to hear, that through you 
mediation an arrangement has been concluded with the Vizier, on the terms! 
suggested in your last mentioned despatch, whereby the future ease and com- 
fort of her Highness may be secured from the possibility of any adverse inte- 
ference on the part of his Excellency. 
. 164. The 
* Consultations, 7th January, vide page 579. + Consultations, 25th March, vide page 606. 
t Consultations, 25th March, vide page 610. § Consultations, 13th May, vide page 611. 


| That the collections from her jagier should be guhranieed by Government and remittee to 
her, after the discharge of such salaries as she should appoint, and that the provisions prov! 
for her uve fiom the Vizier’s kitcheu should be commuted for a money payment. 
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Letter from, a apaeris fee 164. The proceedings to which you have drawn our 


183.) ag leg ore attention in these paragrafihs, and in your subsequent 


ie expore, by persons taking despatch of the 15th of October 1812, (paragraphs 252 

fuge in the Vizier’s dominions. J to 281), on the subject of the robberies committed in the 
Company’s districts by persons who took refuge in the neighbouring territories 
of his Excellency the Vizier, have been perused. We notice the frequent 
and urgent representations which have been made to the Vizier, in order to 
obtain his Excellency’s authority for the apprehension of those marauders, 
who in some instances are said to be under the protection of his own Zemin- 
dars and officers, and we trust that success has ultimately attended the arrange 
ments which were proposed to his Excellency’s adoption for the more speedy 
apprehension of such marauders in future. In the measures which were thus 
suggested to the Vizier’s consideration, we observe with satisfaction that you 
cautiously avoided any act which would afford to his Excellency even a plausi- 
ble ground for complaining of a breach of treaty. 


165. The Vizier, during his correspondence with the Resident upon the 
subject of the preceding paragraph, having disputed the right of the British 
Government to ascertain the justice of the cause in which the subsidiary 
troops might be required to act, we approve of your having directed the Resi- 
dent to maintain that right, until you have determined what measures it may 
be advisable to pursue, with a view either to th efficient exercise of the right 
in question, or to the more fundamental object of a reform in the system of 
his Excellency’s administration. 


166. We have the satisfaction to find, that his Excellency the Vizier has at 
length signified his acquiescence in the indispensable measure of authorizing 
the employment of British troops on the requisition of the magistrates ot 
contiguous districts for the scizure of public offenders, and that the principal 
condition annexed to his Excellency’s concurrence in the arrangement is not 
likely to affect the cfficacy of the measures to be pursucd. 


(for the apprehension of the no- ¢ documents referred to in these paragraphs, and in the tw® 

a ic hundred and sixty-fourth and two hundred and sixty-fifth 
paragraphs of your letter of the 15th October 1812, that from the ready acqui- 
escence, on the part of the Vizier, in the measures recommended by the Resi- 
dent, there is at length some prospect of the apprehension of the rebel, 
Budjha Sing. : 


IN8 to 204, and 216 and a2) 168. We observe, by the two hundred and sixty-fifth 


(184 to 197), Measures ice} 167. We have great satisfaction in observing, by th® 


dative to the Vizier's removal of paragraph of your Ietter of the 15th of October 1812, that 


Tubsicn Alee Khan from his office : > 
LN aaeuk the bhoord taulil Tuhscen Alce Khan had been restored to his office. 


(205, 206). Vizier’s persecution 169. Already noticed in para. 53. 
of the Bc gum Shums-oon-Nissu, &c. 


Governor-General’s letter of re- Jpurport of the Governor-General’s letter of remonstrance 
Was the Vizier of 8thfto his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier of the 8th of May 
ay (912, urging him to acopt 1812. Nothing could afford us greater pleasure, than the 


(07 to 215). Referring to =) 170. We very ‘highly approve of the general tenor and 
line of conduct creditable to : aes : 
sche aie Vinformation that his Excellency has, in consequence, adopted 


himself and more consistent with : : _ 
the obligations of existing treaties./ 4 linc of conduct more creditable to himself, and more con- 


sistent with the obligations of existing Treatics; and that the Resident at his 
Court has been successful in his endeavours to bring to a satisfactory conclusion 
the numerous depending questions between the two Governments. 


EXTRACT 


Pohtieal T etter 
to Bengal, 
30 Sept. 1814. 


RAR 
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EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER to BENGAT,, 
Dated the 6th January 1815. 


Letter from, dated 15th a 5Y. This subject was noticed in the one hundred and 


be 2 : ) } ° * be ° » e,e 
cae ee forthe fe sixty-sixth paragraph of our Political Despatch of the 30th 
pression of gang robbery. September 1814. 





EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER to BENGAL, 
Dated the 19th May 1815. 


letter from, dated Iet Oc-) Par. 101. Having maturcly considered the proceedings 

boner Tey Ae eee ie-| referred to in these paragraphs, and in the two hundred and 

specting the disposal of the pro- : ; : : : ; 

soniye ole lie lates ‘Tauiseeat os Geshe and following paragraphs of your despatch in this 

Khan, u servant of the Vizier. department of the 31st of March 1814, respecting the dis- 
posal of the property of the late Tuhseen Alee Khan, a servant of the Vizier, 
we entirely approve of your ultimate determination herein, by which that 
property was given up to his Excellency’s distribution, in consequence of the 
desire which you felt to avoid multiplying the causes of irritation and dissatis- 
faction in the mind of the Vizier on points of minor importance. 





Ponca eter EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER from LORD MOIRA to the COURT 
ee of DIRECTORS, 


Dated 15th August 1815. 


Par. 1. The despatch of the Governor-General in Council, under date the 
18th May 1814, in the Political Department, conveyed to your Honourable 
Court a statement of the transactions and proceedings of the Government 
with relation to the State of Oude down to that date. Nothing of conse- 
quence connected with the affairs of Oude occurred during the short interval 
of time that elapsed from that date to the period of my departure from the 
Presidency ; and it was my intention to forbear from agitating any of the 
questions remaining unadjusted betwecn the two States, until my arrival at 
Lucknow should enable me, in personal communication with the Vizier, to 
attain those objects which epistolary correspondence and the representative 
influence of the Resident. had failed to accomplish. 


2. On the 20th of July I received the melancholy intelligence of the sud- 
den and unexpected death of the Vizier, Saadut Alee Khan.* His Exeellency 
had complained of ill health for some Weeks before, but his malady was not 
deemed to be of’ a nature at all serious, and he had actually recovered and 
resumed his accustomed occupations and amusements, when, on the night of 
the 11th of July, he was suddenly taken ill and expired before medical as- 
sistance could be brought. On the instant of his being taken ill, Rumzaun 
Alee Khan, his Excellency’s brother-in-law, who was in attendance on his 
person, proceeded immediately to the Residency, and communicated to Major 
Baillie the dangerous situation in which his Excellency was, and thus enabled 
Major Baillie, who repaired without delay to the palace, to make every neces- 
sary precautionary arrangement for sccuring the tranquil succession of the 
legal he before the event of the Vizier’s demise was publicly known. By 
this fortunate circumstance, any such designs as were supposed to be enter- 
tained by the Nawaub Shums-ood-Dowlah, aided by Hukeem Mehdee Alee 
Khan, to possess himself of the musnud under the assumed nomination of his 


father, were frustrated without commotion, and the accession of the aes 
1azce- 


* Consultations, 19th July, vide page G14. 
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Ghazee-ood-Deen Hyder Khan Refaut-ood-Dowlah took place without the 
smallest interruption of the public tranquillity. The Resident had been 
furnished with secret instructions, in the contemplation of the late Vizier’s 
decease in the year 1805, when his Excellency was dangerously ill. The 
tenor of those instructions was to support the succession of the eldest son : 
and the circumstances under which they were issued having continued unal- 
tered, Major Baillie acted under the authority derived from them. Major 
Baillie’s conduct on this occasion was characterized by the greatest prompti- 
tude, vigilance, and prudence, and received my entire approbation. 


8. Every demonstration of public respect and honour for the memory of 
the late Vizicr was manifested by the British Government and the successor 
was proclaimed with the usual formalitics. His Excellency executed and 
delivered to the Resident an instrument, by which he bound himself to con- 
form to the provisions of the subsisting treatics between the State of Oude and 
the British Government, and a corresponding instrument, under my scal and 
signature, was transmitted to his l:xcellency. 


4. The early acts of his Exccllency’s Government afforded the fairest 
promise that his administration would be regulated by a dueregard to the 
advice of the British Government, and by a solicitude to improve the happi- 
ness and comfort of his people and to promote the general prosperity of his 
country. I refer your Honourable Court to the reports of the Resident, above 
alluded to, for the details of the transactions from which this conclusion was 
drawn. Your Ilonourable Court will observe, also, in those despatches, that 
his Excellency had, at the instance of the Resident, acceded to the adjust- 
ment of all those questions which had so long been pending with the British 
Government, and which are particularly adverted to in the despatch of the 
20th of May, as one of the first acts of his administration. Major Baillie 
also effected a reconciliation between the Vizier and his brother, the Nawaub 
Shums-ood-Dowlah , Lut it will readily occur to your Honourable Court, that 
however suitable and proper such a public reconciliation was, it could not be per- 
manent nor sincere. Measurcs were adopted preparatory to the introduction of 
the reform recommended by the late Government, and to which his Excellency 
had given his unqualified consent. Your Honourable Court will find from 
my minutes and correspondence on the subject, that I had never maintained 
exclusively that individual plan of reform, because it always occurred to me 
that howsoever advantageous we decmcd it in our own territories, local objec- 
tions might exist to it in Oude. When the Vizier was disposed to adopt it, the 
trial was expedient, as some new system was necessary, and I knew not what 
might better suit his circumstances. The Resident also, at an early period 
after his Excellency’s accession, communicated to him the arrangement which 
had been made with her [lighness the Bhow Begum, as detailed in the sixtieth 
and following paragraphs of the despatch of the Governor-General in Council 
of the @d October 1813, and in the sixty-fourth and following paragraphs of 
the despatch of the 8th February 1814 to the Hofiourable the Secret Com- 
mittee. His Excellency the Vizier solicited my advice* as to the course which 
he should pursue with reference to the assumption of the title of Vizier, and 
generally towards the Court of Delhi, on the occasion of his accession. As 
this was a question of some urgency in point of time, I communicated my sen- 
timents on the subject through the Resident without delay, to the following 
effect.+ Aftcr pointing out to the Resident that in the letter addressed by me 
tohis Excellency on the occasion of his accession I had styled him Vizier of the 
“mpire, a measure in which I had been influenced by my conviction of the 
Propriety of his Excellency’s assumption of that title which had become here. 
itary in his family, and by the course recommended on the occasion of the 
accession of the late Vizier Saadut Alec Khan, I observed that it would be 
Proper for the Vizier, as an act of courtesy towards the King, to address an 


‘ arZzee 
* Consultations, 26th July 1814, vide page 615. 
t+ Consultations, 9th August, vide page 620. 
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Political Letter arzee to his Majesty, announcing his accession, but avoiding any appearance 
tom Lord Moira. yy seeking or acknowledging the necessity of receiving his Majesty’ 4 
lo Aug. [815 : : : jesty 5 conirma- 
Soe tion. In the probable event, however, of his Majesty’s proffering the grant of 
the title of Vizier in the usual form, 1 did not judge it to be expedient that his 
Excellency should decline it. In reply to Major Baillie’s other despatches, 
reporting the transactions and events referred to in the preceding paragraphs,* 
I significd to him my approbation of his own conduct, and my satisfaction at 
the disposition apparently manifested by his Excellency the Vizier, and at the 
harmony and cordiality which appeared to prevail between his Excellency and 
the Resident. I ae by expressing my hope, that his Excellency would 
continue to perceive his own true interest and the welfare of his people to be 
best consulted bya liberal, frank, and ingenuous attention to the counsels of the 
British Government, conveyed through its representative at his Court, delivered 
with firmness, but with respect and moderation, and with invariable regard to 
the relative situation of the parties and to the limits of independence on the 
one side, and control on the other, prescribed by the treaty of November 
1801, and by the recorded result of the subscquent negotiation at Lucknow. 
By a course of conduct conformable to these principles, aided by the zealous, 
able, and cordial co-operation of the Resident, I observed that his Excellency 
the Vizier could not fail to obtain the love of his people, the respect of sur- 
rounding States, and the approbation of his own conscience. 


J. In the preceding observations I marked particularly the spirit in which I 
wished the Resident to regulate the tender of his advice to the Vizier, from 
a desire that the new reign should commence in a manner to secure the esta- 
blishment of our just influence in the State of Oude, on that basis on which 
alone it appeared to me that it ought to be placed, and from some apprchension 
that by pressing the Vizier too closely at the commencement, Major Baillie 
might lose that influence which he appeared to have over his Eacellency’s 
mind at the period now under consideration. 


6. It was with real concern I afterwards found that my apprehensions were 
realized; although it ts necessary for me to add, that the unhappy fickleness 
and instability of his Excellency’s character, and his opeuness to every new 
impression, must be considered asa primary cause of his change of disposition. 
In a paper which will be brought under your notice in a subsequent part of this 
despatch, I have entered more at large on this unpleasant subject. 


7. Nothing of any moment occurred previously to my meeting with his 
Excellency the Vizier at Cawnpore, to which station his Excellency had come 
out from his capital on my approach. During my residence at Cawnpore, and 
afterwards at Lucknow, my intercourse with his Excellency was constant, and 
it was my endeavour, by every mode of conciliation and kindness, to obtain 
his confidence and regard, in which | trust that I succeeded. 


8. I shall now solicit the attentiou of your Honourable Court to the trans- 
actions which formed the principal subject of my communications on business 
with his Excellency during that period. 


g, His Excellency the Vizier having, at a conference which I held with 
his Excellency on the 11th October at Cawnpore, tendered to me, as a proof 
of his friendship and of the cordial interest which he fecls in the prosperity of 
the affairs of the Honourable Company, an accommodation of one crore of 
rupees in the way of loan, I deemed it to be my duty, in consideration of 
the actual state of the public finances and the probable demands arising out of 
the prosecution of hostilities with the Nepaulese, and the eventual necessity of 
supporting by military preparations our political views with relation to so. 
and Bhopaul, to accept the offer, with due acknowledgments of the cor ial 
and friendly spirit in which it was made. At a subscquent conference, his 
Excellency solicited my acceptance of the sum as a free gift to the ome 

* Political Consultations, 9th August 1814, vide page 620. 
! Political Consultations, 11th November 1814, vide page 711. 
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able Company ; but for reasons which will be obvious to your Honourable 
Court I declared, with suitable expressions of my sense of the additional proof 
of his Excellency’s friendship, my inability to receive the accommodation 
except as a loan. 


10. It was arranged that the sum in question should be placed on the 
footing of a subscription to the Six per Cent. Loan then open; but his 
Excellency’s consent was subsequently obtained to an arrangement for the 
permanent assignment of the interest on this loan to the payment of those 
pensions from his Excellency’s treasury which were under the guarantee of the 
British Government. The correspondence with the Resident at Lucknow, 
re cordedas noted in the margin,* will apprize your Honourable Court of the 
nature and details of that arrangement, and precludes the necessity of enter- 
ing into the question in this place, beyond observing that the thus securing the 
regular payment of the above allowances was a matter of great convenience 
to Government. Your Honourable Court will observe, that under this ar- 
rangement the whole of the pensions coming within the description above stated 
are transferred to the Honourable Company ; and I feel a confident persuasion, 
that it will put an end to a fruitless soured of debate and vexatious discussion 
between the Vizier and the Resident, the evil effects of which have been so 
frequently lamented while their occurrence was almost unavoidable. 


11. At a subsequent period, the heavy pressure of the war with Nepaul and 
the other military preparations which I had deemed it to be my duty to 
adopt, as fully detailed in my separate despatches on that subject to the 
Honourable the Secret Committce, induced me to turn my thoughts to the 
expediency and practicability of obtaining a further pecuniary aid from 
his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier, whose interest in the success of our 
measures is closcly interwoven with that of the British Government, whose 
attachment to the Honourable Company is undoubted, and whose personal 
regard for myself, 1 was disposed’’to think, would render him desirous of 
contributing to the aileviation of our financial embarrassments, were he once 
apprized of them. <A private communication was accordingly made, under 
my orders to the Resident at his Excellency’s Court, directing him to ascer- 
tain, as faras he might be able, the practicability of obtaining a further loan 
to the extent of one crore of rupecs, and to take advantage of any circum- 
stance which might appear to him as affording a prospect of success to open 
the matter to his Excellency. His Excellency the Vizier had shortly before 
conveyed to me, through the Resident,t an offer to raise for the service of the 
lan some battalions of Nujeebs to act with the British troops, and to be paid 
out of his Excellency’s treasury, while the war should continue ; and I took 
an early occasion of expressing to his Excellency, in a letter from myself, the 
sense which I entertained of this mark of his attachment to the British 
Government, declining, at the same time, to avail myself of the offer, as not 
beingyrequired in the actual circumstances of the moment. In reply to my 
letter above referred to I received one from the Vizier,t in which, after adverting 
to my declining the offer to raise Nujeeb battalions, and to the information 
which he states that he had received from Major Baillic and other quarters 
of the expense to which the Company was exposed by raising troops, his 
Excellency concludes by offering a loan of fifty lacs of rupees to the 
Honourable Company as a proot of his friendship. The amount of this 
offer was not exactly commensurate to our probable wants; nor did the 
manner in which it was made appear to me to be so frank as to render it 
advisable that I should accept the aid on the part of the Honourable Company. 
You will observe, indeed, that it was made only under an imperfect knowlege 
of the actual extent of our difficulties. I determined, therefore, to decline it, 
and at the same time to authorize Major Baillie§ to explain more fully to the 

Vizier 
* Political Consultations, 13th and 29th December 1814, vide pages 714 to 720. 
+ Secret Consultations, 24th January 1815, vide page 721. 
+ Political Consultations, 25th April 1815, vide page 726. 
§ Political Consultations, 25th April 1815, vide page 727. 
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Vizier the circumstances of pectiniary embarrassment in which we were 
placed, and thus afford his Excellency an opportunity of manifesting his 
friendship by an offer more adequate to the occasion. You will, I asaure 
myself, have sufficient confidence in my sense of what is due to the delicacy 
and character of your Government, to be satisfied that I have not committed 
or allowed a tréspds3 on the kindness of the Vizier. Thé only influence 
employed was the giving him a distinct view of the embarrassments in which I 
stood, and thereby exciting his own feclings to come forward with a decisive 
proof of the attachment he professed for me. According to my expectation, 
the Vizier, on being made master of these circumstances, tendered in the most 
friendly terms the loan of'a crore of rupees, bearing interest at six per cent.* 
His Excellency’s former letter was withdrawn at his request. I shall, in a 
subsequent paragraph, have the honour to submit to your Honourable Court a 
plan which I have in contemplation for redeeming the whole or a portion of 


this loan. 

12. I now return to the subject of my proceedings at Lucknow. Your 
Honourable Court will observe, that among the stipends now to be paid by the 
Honourable Company are that of ghe Vizier’s brother, the Nawaub Shums. 
ood-Dowlah, who has retired to Benares, and the stipend to Rumzaun Alee 
Khan, the brother-in-law of the late Nawaub Saadut Alee Khan. The con- 
duct and suspected designs of Shums-ood-Dowlah immediately after the demise 
of the late Vizier, although happily checked by the vigilance of the Resident, 
could not fail to produce a feeling in the mind, both of the Vizier and of his 
brother, which would render the residence of the latter within the dominions of 
Oude incompatible with the comfort or tranquillity of either. The Vizier 
could not, with any confidence or satisfaction, associate with a brother whom 
he belicved to have entertained the design of excluding him from the musnud, 
and to have appealed to the British Government against the succession as it 
had actually been established; and the necessary consequence was the estrange- 
ment of Shums-ood-Dowlah from his brother’s Court, and his destitution of the 
dignity, honour, consideration, and power which he possessed during his 
father’s life-time, a change in his condition which could not be borne with 
tranquillity. 

19. I soon found this previously-conceived opinion fully justified, and your 
Honourable Court will perceive, from the documents noted in the margin,t 
that I received representations both from the Vizier and his brother framed in 
the spirit of the reciprocal disposition which I have ascribed to them. It was 
with great satisfaction, therefore, that I found Shums-ood-Dowlah desirous of 
leaving Oude, and that I received from him, during my residence at Lucknow, 
an express solicitation to be allowed to retire to Benarcs, to which the willin 
consent both of the Vizier and myself was immediately given. ‘The ie 
preparatory arrangements being made, and the stipend of the Nawaub fixed 
by the mediation of the Resident, under my orders, at one lac and a half of 
rupees per annum,{ Shums-ood-Dowlah received his formal audience of leave 
trom the Vizier, in my presence, on the 10th of November, and departed from 


Lucknow on the 6th of December following. 


14. Rumzaun Alee Khan, the other person mentioned in the twelfth para- 
graph as being comprehended in the artangement for the payment of the 
stipends from the Honourable Company’s treasury, is the individual who con- 
veyed to the Resident the early intelligence of the decease of the Viziet, and 
thus enabled Major Baillie to make those timely arrangements which secured 
the undisturbed succession of the present Vizier. 


18. Considering the direct interest which the British Government has in the 
tranquillity of Oude, and the embarrassment, mconvenience, and expense to 
which it would have been exposed in the event of a disputed succession, or of 


distafbance and insurrection which might have been the consequence = a 
publie 


ty 
* Political Consultations, 25th and 11th April, and 9th May 1815, vide pages 722, 727, and 728. 
¢ Political € orsultations, 7th March 1815, vide page 866. 
$ Political: «sultations, 7th March 1815, vide page 862 ct seq. 
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public Knowledge of the death of the late Vizier before the Resident’s arrange- 
ments were completed, I could got but consider Rumzaun Alece Khan to have 
rendered an essential service both to the British Government and to the 
Vizier, and I accordingly deemed it to be my duty to recommend him strongly 
to the favour and countenance of his Excellency. I regret to say, that this 
measure had become pore A in consequence of the too-apparent disposition 
of the Vizier to forget the obligation which he owed to Rumzaun Alee Khan, 
and that the latter had already experienced marks of his Eacelleney’s dis- 
pleasure, forgvhich no pait of his conduct, as tar as I could learn, afforded. just 
ground. I was happy to find, however, that in consequence of my reecom- 
mendation of Rumzaun Alce Khan, the Vizier spontaneously proposed that his 
stipend, amounting to Rupces 58,212 per annum, should be included among 
those to be paid by the Honourable Company, and added to the loan a further 
sum. of eight lacs and a half of rupecs to meet this additional payment." 


17. Your Honourable Court is aware, that the appointment of an efficient 
and responsible Minister at the Court of Oude has long been an object of 
anxiety with the British Government. In the ifc-time of the late Vizier the 
existence of such a channel of communication between the Vizier and the 
Resident would undoubtedly have prevented much of that vexatious and 
unpleasant altercation which has so frequently cacited the regret and concern 
of this Government. The character of his successor afforded less ground of 
apprehension that similar impediments to the cordial co-operation of the two 
Governments in the prosecution of objects of common interest would occur in 
future; but there are defects in it which strongly pointed out the importance 
of there being an efficient Minister for the conduct of the details of the 
yovernment, possessing equally the confidence of the Vizier and of the British 
Government. My resolution was taken, therefore, even before the death of 
the late Vizier, to endeavour to avail myself of my expected personal commu- 
nication with his ls ccllency, for the purpose of prevailing on him to appoint 
an efficient and cstensible Minister. Accordingly, on my arrival at Lucknow 
this became an eaily object of my solicitude; and it is with much concern I 
add, that it was but imperfectly attained, 


18. When thesubject was first agitated, the Vizier proposed Hukeem Mehdee 
Alece Khan as Minister. Your Honourable Court ts well acquainted, from the 
correspondence of the Resident at Lucknow, with the conduct of Hukeem 
Mehdee, and his uniform opposition to our just views at that Court; and you 
will immediately perceive the considerations which induced me, not only to 
declare my dissent from his nomination to be Minister, but to urge his removal 
from the Councils of the Vizier. I further recommended that Hukeem Mehdee 
Alce should be ordered to repair to the district over which he presided, that 
habits of intercourse between his Excellency and him might subside. His 
talents and capacity for business, together with his insinuating manners and 
address, gave him a decided ascendancy over the mind of the Vizier, and there 
was reason to apprehend that to maintain a consistency with his former con- 
duct, he might ¢xcrcise that powcr to ,thwart, if not destroy, the just and 
legitimate influence of the British Government in his Excellency’s administia- 
tion. Having deemedit to be my duty, for these reasons, to object to Hukeem 
Mehdee as a Minister, his Exceliency next proposed the appointment of his 
confidential servant, Agha Meer, to be Paishcar, and Raee-Dya-Krishen to 
be Dewan, to act in their respective offices in the game of his Excellency’s son, 
on whom he conferred the nominal office of Minister. Not deeming myself 
warranted in opposing his Excellency’s wishes regarding his choice of Ministers, 
except in a case where it might fall on a person known to be adverse to the in- 
terests of the British Government, and to the true and just principles of the 
connection between that Government and the State of Oude, I had only to 
acquiesce in his I:xcellency’s sclection. Agha Mecr, the Paishcar, had been 
in the Vizier’s service from his infancy, and was represented by Major Baillie 
to possess his entire confidence. He is not a person, however, of the 

rank 

* Political Consultations, 13th December 1814, and 7th March 1815, vide pages 714 to 719, 
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‘rank, talents, or experience in business, to qualify him’ for the ‘office 


to which he has been appointed; but it was appreliended that his advice would 
have swayed his master, even had he remained in a private capacity, and it 
might, and probably would, often have becn opposed to that of the ostensible | 
Minister. In this point of view, therefore, some advantage was expected to be 
derived from his appointment to an dstensible and efficient officeinthe State. The 
Dewan, Dya-Krishen, has long been at the head of the Vizier’s revenue depart- 
ment, and bears agood character for integrity and knowledge of business ; but 
he does not possess that degree of weight and influence which might be wished. 
Tam not awarc, however, that a more unexceptionable person could have been 
selected for the office. I had no reason to doubt the attachment of both the 
Paishear and the Dewan to the British Government, or their disposition to pro- 
mote the intoggsts of the two States: I thence indulged a hope, that the busi- 
ness of the Government would be conducted with as much regularity, order, 
and propriety, as can be expected under the actual circumstances of that Court. 
Your Honourable Court will perceive from the sequel, that the result has not 
been equal to the prospect hajd forth. I deemed it proper to be present at the 
nvestiture of the Minister and the two subordinateofficers, which took place 
at the Vizicr’s palace on the 10th November. 


19. I shall now solicit the attention of your Honourable Court to the paper 
finally presented to me by the Vizier, and to the tenor of myreply. A trans- 
lation of that paper, with my answer to each specific article, which was not 
transmitted tilt after my departure from Lucknow, is recorded as per margin.® 
His Excellency’s paper referred to the following points: 


Ist. The preservation of his authority as in the time of his father, and 
the permanent integrity of his dominions. 


2d. The progress of the reform, and a proposition that such of the 
Ameens sent into the districts as did not fulfil the objects of their deputa- 
tion should be recalled, and others appointed, when they should receive 
tehsildary sunnuds. ‘Thatif this plan did not succeed on trial, another 
should be resorted to at the end of the current year. 


Sd. The division of the country into collectorships, and the employ- 
ment of troops under their orders, so as to prevent recurrence to the aid 
of the British troops exccpt in cases of necessity. 


Ath. The administration of justice, by the establishment in the respec- 
tive Zillahs of judges, from whom an appeal should lie to the Adawlut at 
Lucknow, the decisions of which Court were to be appealable to a Court 
composed of two judges selected by the Vizicr. 


5th. The confirmation of his authority overhis family and subjects. 


6th. Restoration of maafy lands to certain individuals from whom — 
had been resumed ; and the resumption of such as coujd not be proved, 
on investigation, to be held by valid titles. 


7th. His Excellency’s desire to proceed on hunting excursions, after the 
manner of his father and uncle, and his hope that the British troops escort- 


ing him on such occasions may be under his orders. 


20. Tothese articles I replied in substance as follows, aud I furnished the 
Resident with specific mstructions on each. I shall, therefore, with a view 
to brevity as well as to the connexion of the subject, combine 1n tlic following 
statement the substance of my answer, and of my directions to the Resident. 


21. My answer to the first article was to the purport of assuring his Excel- 
Jency of my earnest desire that he should cnjoy, and my determination to 
secure to him his just authority, begging him to haye full reliance on the 
resolution of myself and colleagucs to keep him in that relative = 

owar 
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towards the British Government to which he is entitled by treaty ; and my 
instructions to the Resident. were framed in the same spirit. 


29, 'The answer to the second request went to shew that as the basis of the 
plan in progress was a triennial settlement, its effect could not be decided by 
the experience of one year; and his Excellency was solicited either to suffer 
that plan to proceed, or to propose another without delay for my consideration 
and concurrence. With respcct tothe Ameens, I stated my desire to be, that 
his Excellency should be entirely unrestrained as to their appointment, except 
that the British Government should have the right of objecting to persons 
known to be unfit. As the season was passing away, it became extremely 
desirable that the question of the specific plan of reform to be introduced into 
his Excellency’s Government should be decided with the Icast practicable 
delay, and I concluded that his Ixcellency would immediately either signify 
his assent to the plan submitted to him by the British Government, or lay 
before me that which he might desire to substitute for it. In the former case, 
the Resident was to proceed without delay, in concert with his Excellency and 
his Ministers, to carry the plan into effect throughout his Exccllency’s domi- 
nions, and was strictly enjoined to obscrve the most scrupulous and even 
delicate reserve on his part, on all points connected with his Excellency’s 
selection of the officers to be employed as Ameens, and subsequently as 
Tehsildars and Zillahdars, maintaining at the same time the right which the 
British Government could not forego, with any regard for the success or 
efficiency of the plan, of objecting to persons of known incompetency or 
proved laxity, but limiting our interference to that point. In the event of the 
Vizier’s proffcring a plan of retorm of his own, Major Baillie was instructed 
to receive and submit it for my consideration and instructions. 


23. In reply to the third article, after stating my assent to the proposed 
division of the country tuto Zillahs, which had indeed been suggested by the 
British Government, 1 adverted to what his Excellency had stated respecting 
the troops to be at the disposal of the Zillahdars, expressing my confidence 
that they would not exceed the number limited by treaty. I professed, 
also, the readiness with which the British troops would always be employed in 
support of his Ixcellency’s legitimate authority, pointing out the marked dis- 
tinction between their employment on this service and in the support of the 
oppression and tyranny of rapacious Aumils and farmers, and thence deducing 
an argument in favour of the reform. 


24. With respect to the proposed system for the administration of justice, 
which forms the subject of the fourth article of his Excellency’s paper, I 
avoided giving any decided answer on that subject, observing that it was a 
matter that required mature consideration, and L invited him to communicate 
on the subject with the Resident, that the details of his Excellency’s plan 
might be brought under my consideration, and I directed the Resident to be 
prepared to enter on the discussion, and to submit his Excellency’s plan with 
his own remarks for my consideration. I remarked, however, to the Resident, 


that there could not, in my opinion, be a better practical basis for a system of 


this nature than that proposed by his Excellency himself in the first paper 
which he delivered to me at Cawnpore, vis. the, institution of three separate 
courts for the trial of causes arising among Musstilmans of' either sect and the 
Hindoos ; and T desired Major Baillie to recall this plan to the Vizier’s recol- 
lection, if the opportunity should be afforded him of offering any suggestions 
on the part of the British Government. In my answer to this article, I 
advnetad also to the police of the country, and recommended the subject 
to his ExcelJency’s attention ; but I was not prepared to form a decided opinion 
on the plan which might be best suited to the actual condition of his Excel- 
lency’s dominions. I stated, however, the general bent of my opinions on 
this subject, and desired Major Baillie, in the event of its coming under discus. 
sion, to make them known to the Vizier as the result of such consideration as 
I had been able to give it. I took this occasion to call the Vizier’s attention 
td the subject of the police of the Honourable Company’s districts adjoining 
the territories of Oude. His Excellency’s spontaneous offer, declared at = 
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Political Letter ast conference I held with him, to give orders to the-officers of his Goven. 
rom pega ment to comply, without a reference to his authority, with all applications from 
OE Oe the Magistrates of adjoining districts, and of their police Daroghas, for thie 
seizure of offenders finding refuge in his Excellency’s territories, if acted upon 
with zeal, energy, and good faith, might preclude, I thought, the necessity of 
any further recommendation to his Excellency for the correction of the existing 
evil, An authority limited to the Magistrates and the Daroghas or Jema- 
dars of thannas to pursuc offenders across the frontier would constitute a mate. 
rial improvement; but I desired Major Baillie, if he should have reason to 
think that the latter proposition would be unacceptable to his Excellency, not 
to bring it forward, unless the other plan should be found after experiment to 
fail, ‘The establishment of either or both of thetwo plans above adverted to, 
combined with the arrangement already in force relative to the employment of 
the British troops stationed within the territory of Oude, would, 1 conceived, 
if properly executed, afford every hope of effecting an improvement in the 
police of the districts adjoining the territories of the Vizier, which without some 
such expedient could never be attained. It appears from the Resident’s report 
noted in the margin,® that the first plan was cariied into effect uader his Excel- 
lency’s orders; and, as far as Iam informed, it has fully produced the desired 
effect. Major Baillie has therefore not brought forward any proposition 
relative to the further measure contemplated. I beg to refer your Honour- 
able Court to the documents noted in the margin, for a correspondence on 
this subject with the Superintendant of Police. 


25. On the fifth article I could have no hesitation in giving his Exe¢ellency 
the most satisfactory assurances, with no other reservation than might be neccs- 
sary for fulfilling the engagements of the British Government. ‘The proposition 
which the sixth appeared to comprehend received my entire approbation and 
concurrence; and the seventh required no othcr answer, than that the point 
referred to was a matter exclusively for his Excellency’s own decision, and 
that the British troops would always attend him according to established 
usage. On neither of these three points were any instructions to the Resident 


required, 


26. Having thus disposed of the questions involved in his Excellency’s 
requests, I proceed to advert to other points concerning the common interests 
of the two States. I have stated the grounds on which J] had deemed it neces- 
sary to recommend to the Vizier the removal from Lucknow of Hukeem Mehdee 
Alee Khan. His Isxcellency having already assented to the measure without 
reserve, I had no doubt that it wonld be cariied into effect. As the early 
removal of the Hukeem was considered by me, under actual circumstances, to 
be of urgent importance, especially with reference to the appointment of the 
new Ministers, I desired Major Baillie to move his Excellency to carry it into 
execution without delay. 


27. I have alieady had the honour to state to your Honourable Court the 
grounds of my 1ecommendation of Rumzaun Alee Khan to the kindness and 
consideration of the Vizier, and I took this occasion of repeating what I had 
already stated to his Excellency in conference. The result of this recommen- 
dation has also been already stated. 


28. Your Honourable Court will observe, that I added to the answers to the 
Vizier’s requests, and to the communication on the other points above referred 
to, some observations regarding the just and fair construction, in my estima- 
tion, of the terms of the Treaty, as referring to the nature and extent of the 
Vizier’s authority within the reserved dominions, and an expositiog of the prin- 
ciples on which I proposed to regulate my conduct towards the State of Oude. 
There are other observations, also, suggested by the tenor of the first paper 
delivered by the Vizier to the Governor-General at Cawnpore, which although 

afterwards 
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afoowerdsnithdriwn, furnished the opportunity of stating to his Excellency 
the sentinels entertained by me on several points on which a ki#towledge of 
them arust be satisfactory. I took this occasion, also, of commiinicating to 
the Resident tome observations und instructions relative to the course of con- 
dact-which fF considered it to be proper for him invariably to pursue, a6 being 
equally preseribed by the fair constriction of the a of 1801, and b avery 

neiple of sound policy with relation to the court of Lucknow. As the prin- 
ciples laid down on this occasion constitute those by which it has been m y sim 
to regulate my policy with reference to the State of Oude, I shall take the 
liberty of bringing them directly under your notice in this place. 


29. In construing the terms of the recorded engagements between the 
Honourable Company and the Nawaub of Oude, it was required by every 
rinciple of justice, that the most liberal and comprehensive meaning should 
given to such articles as were in favour of that party, whose weakness pre- 
sents no security for him but in that good faith on which he has relied. If 
abstract equity offer this conclusion, I am no less persuaded that sound policy 
will equally uphold it. It would be much gained, were one only to avoid the 
chance of that extremity which should force you to withdraw the Nawanb’s 
Government and establish your own in these territories; because sucli a 
necessity, though it might morally exist, could never be made out to the world, 
and the seizure of the Nawaub’s possessions would be universally stigmatized 
as a premeditated usurpation, arising from a base cupidity. When an exigency, 
such as that alluded to, is supposed possible, the circumstance which could 
create it demands close reflection. One case alone can be imagined capable of 
drivingaas to a conduct so repugnant to our wishes; natriely, the discovery that 
the Navtaub had secretly leagued himself with the enemies of the British 
Govetnment, and was practising with them for our overthrow. This casé, 
however, could not occur, but through absolute desperation on the part of the 
Nawaub; and such desperation could only be produced by his undergoing a 
course of indignities, or oppressions which he would regard in that light, so as 
that he should think the most unpromising conspiracy preferable to submission 
under such insults. Our interests might be very seriously affected by that 
temper in the Nawaub. It is true he has no troops, but he has much mischief 
in his power. He has vast command of money ; supplying by stealth funds to 
those who would, with such a resource, be able to levy any number of men, he 
might draw upon the Company the expense and danger of a war, leaving it 
infinitely difficult for us to trace his having furnished those supplies. The 
rendering the situation of the Nawaub tranquil and satisfactory, is, there- 
fore, an object no less incumbent on our policy than dictated by our generous 
feelings. ‘This consideration, then, was to be held perpetually in view by the 
Resident, and eminently to guide his procedures. 


30. The reservation by treaty of a right to interfere with advice or remon- 
strance upon any management of affairs within the Nawaub’s reserved domi- 
niess@which may injuriously affect the British interests, clearly implies that in all 
oth@r, respects the administration of the Nawaub is to be free. But indeed it is 
evident, from the whole tenor of the treaty, that an uninterrupted exercise of 
his asvn authority within the reserved dominions was assured to him, in order to 
qualify the very strong step which we took m appropriating to ourselves (as an 
exchange for the subsidy) so large a portion of his territories. ‘The Nawaub is 
consequently to be treated in all public observances, as an independent Prince. 
Essentially he must be subservient to the British Government ; but in proportion 
as that point is secure, personal attentions to him involve no inconvenience, and 
on the other hand they cannot but be productive of advantage. In all inter- 


course, the Resident should consider himself as the ambassador from the Britishy, 
Government to an acknowledged Sovereign; a respectful urbanity, and a atrice- 


fulfilment of established ceremonials, should thence be preserved by the Resi eee 
towards his Excellency. The latter must be conscious of the power of the Reéi- 
dett to exercise influence over him; so that any parade of that influence in the 
eves of others must be no less useless than revolting : it must, therefore, be the 
Cave of the Resident cautiously to abstain from any such osténtation of authority. 
He is, in a most special manner, to forbear from countenancing or encouraging 
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any #ervant of the Nawaub in contumacious opposition to his niaster * audibe 
should lay it down as a positive rule, not to recommend from his own household 
any person for reception into the immediate suite of the Nawaub. In regard. to 
interviews, regular form should be invariably maintained. When the Resident 
desires to communicate with thé Nawaub, he ‘should always send to ask the 
audience ang not repair at once to the palace, so as to give the appearance of the 
Nawaub’s being constrained to grant it howsoever inconvenient. Within the 
palace, as well as in public, whatever may be the intimacy which prior habits or 
services have established between the Nawaub and the Resident, an air of 
deferential politeness should be maintained by the Resident. This can never 
deceive the Nawaub into resistance against any just propositions of the Resident, 
but will, on the contrary, make him the more flexible, lest he should forfeit a 
shew of respect calculated to exalt him in the eyes of his subjects. Fiually, 
after what had recently passed, the Resident’ could not be too cautious not to 
let any of the gentlemen attached to the Residency slide into regular functions 
in any of the Nawaub’s establishments. Such a position must always militate 
with their primary duties, and cannot fail to lead to irregularities. This obser- 
vation does not extend to the physician. The claims of humanity would forbid 
any shackle to the Nawaub’s addressing himself for medical advice to the sut- 
geon of the Residency, and there can be no objection to any arrangement which 
shall make that recurrence more prompt and satisfactory. 


31. In stating these principles to the Resident, I expressed my hope that bya due 
regard to them, both Major Baillie and succeeding Residents would obtain from 
the Nawaub a willing compliance on every occasion where it might be necessary 
to interpose advice; an acquiescence of very different import to the interests of 
the British Government from that enforced, reluctant, and tardy submission, 
which leaves the minds of the parties soured, and thence leads inevitably to mis- 
chievous estrangement. 


32. Major Baillie’s report of the Vizier’s reception of the communications 
referred to in the preceding paragraphs is contatned in his despatch noted in the 
margin ;* to which, and to my instructions in reply, I have the honour to refer 
you tor information on that subject, and for a statement of the manner in which 
I authorized Major Baillie to remove the anxiety which his Excellency appears to 
have felt on one or two of the points in question. 


33. The only subject comprehended in the preceding discussion, to which it 
is necessary for me to solicit the further attention of your Honourable Court, is 
the question of reform. Your Honourable Court will observe that the Vizier 
signified to Major Baillie his perfect acquicscence in the plan recommended 
by the Resident, consonantly to the original instructions of the British Govern- 
ment, and engaged to carry it into effect, and that the Ministers received 
instructions to proceed in the execution of that work in concert with the Resident. 
The despatches noted in the margint refer to the progress which had been made 
in the reform antecedently to the period just now referred to, in consequence of 
the orders issued by his Excellency soon after his accession, as reported in the 
fourth paragraph. It had languished for a time, in consequence of the cabals and 
intrigues to which reference is made in the sixteenth paragraph; but under the 
influence of the resolution now framed by his Excellency, and the orders to the 
Ministers that were zealously obeycd, the measure proceeded with apparent 
success.$ A considerable impediment to its success arose from the necessity of 
withdrawing from Oude a large portion of the truops usually stationed in that 
territory, in consequence of the exigencies of the war with Nepaul; but not- 
withstanding this unfavourable circumstance, there was every hope that it would 
ultimately succeed (at least to an extent sufficient to demonstrate the expediency 
of persevering), if an unfortunate change in his Excellency’s disposition ‘and 
counsel had not taken place, which after much wavering and inconsisteney 

conduct 

* Political Consultations, 7th March, vide pages 927 and 931. 
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conduct onthe part of the Vizier has terminated in the suspension of the-functions 
— Ministers, and entirely put en end, for the present, to the progress of the 
re ‘ 


_ 8, Some indications of his Excellency’s displeasure at his Ministers’ had taken 
place at different times, but they were not of a nature to excite a belief that he 
entertained any design of depriving them of their authority or official situations, * 
and the instances in question, as well as the return of his Excellency’s good- 
humour, were sufficiently accounted for by the known fickleness and weakness 
of his Excellency's character. The enemies of Moatummud-ood-Dowlah (Agha 
Meer) were always at hand, to take advantage of any opportunity of exciting 
his Excellency’s displeasure at that person, but until the occasion offered by the 
absence of the Minister in attendance on his Excellency’s son, who was deputed 
by-the Vizier to visit me at this station, they were not able to accomplish their 
purpose. It is not necessary for me to enter into any detail of the intrigues and 
artifices by which this object has been ultimately effected ; for so I consider it to 
be, since although the Minister and the Dewan both retain their situations 
nominally, they have ceased to exercise their official functions. Major Baillie’s 
despatches noted in the margin contain all the information I possess on that 
subject, and the tenor of the latest of them, and of his Excellency’s letter to me, 
indicates a disposition on the part of the Vizier to dismiss them from office, and 
to combine with this measure the recall of Hukeem Mehdee. Major Baillie has 
also reported the entire suspension of the progress of the reform since the depar- 
ture of the Minister and the Dewan from Lucknow on the duty above referred 
to. Their loss of the Vizier’s favour is ascribed by Major Baillie to the insidious 
misrepresentations made by their enemies of the exertions of the Minister in 
prosecuting the reform, and in the part they took in the negotiation of the 
second loan of a crore of rupees, and other acts manifesting their desire to pro- 
mote the objects of the British Governmentas connected with the affairs of Oude. 
All these acts are represented to the Vizier asso many proofs of the entire devo- 
tion of the Ministers to the British Government and the Resident, and his 
Excellency is made to belicve that their continuance in office is incompatible 
with the preservation of his legitimate authority and guaranteed independence. 
The weakness of the Vizier’s character was not proof against these artful insinua- 
tions. On these points, embracing so many important consequences, I shall 
probably have shortly to address your Honourable Court. 


$ 


35. I shall now lay before your Honourable Court a summary of the pro- 
ceedings connected with the deputation of his Excellency’s son to Futtygurh, 
and such other points referred to in the recent correspondence with the Resident 
at Lucknow, as it appears proper to include in this despatch. 


36. In the month of March, soon after my arrival at Futtygurh, the Vizier 
stated his intentiont to depute his minister, Moatummud-ood-Dowlah, to con- 
gratulate me on the completion of my tour, and to charge him at the same time, 
with a paper of requests, to which he was instructed to obtain my answers. His 
Excellency ultimately resolved on sending his only son, the Nawaub Nuseer- 
eod- Deen Hyder, on this mission, attended by the Minister and the Dewan, 
entrusting to the charge of the Minister the business to which the paper of requests 
referred. The Nawaub, attended by the Ministers, arrived at Futtygurh on the 
15th of June, and commenced his return to Lucknow on the 24th of that 
month, during which time I endeavoured, by every demonstration of attention 
and kindness to the Nawaub, and of courtesy to the Minister, to manifest my 
friendship and regard for his Excellency the Vizier. During their residence here 
I had several interviews on business with the Minister and Dewan, at which his 
Excellency’s paper of requests was produced, and the tenor of those requests 
and of my answers discussed.t The latter were finally committed to writing, 
and a paper under my seal and signature containing them was delivered to the 
Minister. 

37. His 
* Political Consultations, 28th June 1815, vide page 681. 
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yo 

ta. Relative.ty.the contumacy) In my ahswer td his Excellency’s former papers, I had 

of Niseer-oode lah ran a do slased that I considered his Excellency tor be 

zier’s other brothers,and r — of uncontrolled authority over his beothers and relations. 
I was not aware of any means, on my past, of strengthening his Excellency’s 
suthority ip that regpect, without I gave an assurance of so unqualified « usture 
as might be interpreted into a sanction for severity, which the British Govern. 
inent would never think it just to countenance: I therefore so fashioned my 
answer, as to convey to his Excellency the fullest assurances of my desire to 
uphold his authority over his brother and the other members of his family, but 
to reserve the right of interposing to correct or ch any proceeding founded 
on false or exaggerated statements. ~The fitness of such interposition must be 
determined by the circumstances of each particular case, and the Resident's 
knowledge of my sentiments and principles of action with referénce to the 


Government of Oude will enable him to regulate his conduct. 


2d Relative to the alleged ia I saw no reason to suppose that these chatyes against 

duct of Shums-ood-Dowlah. Shums-ood-Dowlah originated in “y other cause than the 
Vizier’s natural jealousy and suspicion of his brother. There could be no hesi- 
tation, however, on my part, in conveying the most positive assurances to his 
Excellency, that such proceedings on the part of Shums-ood-Dowlah as were 
ascribed to him, would not only receive no countenance from the British Govern- 
ment but be severely reprobated, and that assurance was accordingly given. 


3d Capressing his Excellency’s) ‘The tenor of the engagement with the Bhow Begum 
desuc to be put in possession of | imposes on the British Government the obligation of secu- 
the wealth of the Bhow Begum at { . 3 

a ee ring to her relations and dependants the bequests allotted 
tu them by her Highness’s testamentary disposition of her 
property, which can only be effectually done by vesting in the hands of the 
Honourable Company u fund adequate to the puipose. It is certain, too, that 
the Begum considered the arrangement to be entircly independent of the Vizier’s 
Government, and the British Government is bound to act on that construction, 
Admitting the Vizier's present indisposition fo fulfil the objects of her Highness’s 
will, it is obvious that occasions might (and judging from past experienee, there 
is no doubt that they woyld) frequently arise for discussion and altercation relative 
to the stipends, which would disturb the harmony between the two Governments, 
and the objects happily securcd by the terms of the fist loan would thus be 
defeated, by the introduction of new causes of altercation and dispute. A com- 
liance with the Vizier’s wishes in this instance was therefore inadmissible, and 
T declined it, on the grounds of our faith being pledged to the Begum to carry 
the arrangement into effect in the manner expressed in the engagement, adding 
the most satisfactory assurances relative to her Highness’s surplus wealth aud 

the reversion of the Jagiers. » 


4th. Requesting that Khyree- In reply to this, I stated, that I was earnestly desirous of 
gurh and a portion of theterrtories meeting his Excellency’s wishes in this respect, and that when 
that may be conquered , from the : 
Goorkahs may be granted to hu( the country should be conquered from the Goorkahe, and the 
Lxcellency, ether as a compensation \ insurrection then prevailing be suppresseg and peace with the 
for the loan or otherwise. Gooikahs have taken place, I should be prepared to enter 
on the consideration of the subject. It appears to me to be an object of con- 
siderable importance, to render the transfer of Khyreegurh, and the rest of the 
Goorkah terrace lying contiguous to the Vizier’s territories, a means of redu- 
cing a considerable portion, or perhaps the whole of the last loan of a crore of 
rupees, by adopting an arrangement of the nature spontaneously suggested by 
the Vizier; but in the imperfect gtate,of my information on the subject of the 
resources of that country, which iadeed could pot yet le considered at our diss 
posal, I did not judge it advisable to make any fore specific assurance to bis 
Excellency than that above stated. 


38. I availed myself of the occasion of my last interview with the Minister, 
to express the sense cherished by the British Governtnent of the extraordinary 
liberality of his Excellency in the pecuniaty aid whithte afford’ tothe Govern- 
ment during the late season of actual and appreheaded est : gnd to satisfy 


his Excelleucy’s mind by an assurance that tlie British Government did not 
us tener- 
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entertain the intention of again trespassing on the liberality of his Excellency’s _ Political Letter 


: <6: from Lord Moira, 
disposition. 15 Aug. 1815. 
39. In the letter which I addressed to the Vizier, giving cover to the paper — 


containing my answers to his requests, I adverted to the progress of the measure 
of reform in the revenue and adininistration of Oude, and other arrangements 
for the improvement of the country, adopted at the instance of the British 
Government, in the hope that this would testify the importance attached by the 
British Government to the success of those arrangements, and afford the Resi- 
dent, if necessary, an opportunity of drawing his Excellency’s attention to the 
subject. The Minister was apprized of the contents of the Governor-General’s 
letter to the Vizier. 


40. The necessity of such a suggestion aas becoming very apparent, and his 
Excellency about this tine addressed a letter to me,* proposing that the allow- 
ance of ten per cent. on the revenues, which had beeg allowed to the Tehsildars 
under the new system, should be abolished, and fixed salaries assigued to them 
instead, with a view to the reduction of expense. There was every reason to 
believe that this proposition had been suggested to him with a view to impede 
the progress of the reform, an effect which it certainly appeared to me calcu- 
lated to produce, by discouraging the Tehsildars and weakening their zeal and 
exertions: I therefore replied to his Excellency,}+ dissuading him from the 
measure, at least until the close of the year, stating at some length my reasons 
for this advice. I beg to refer your Honourable Court to the recorded corres- 
pondence for information on this subject. 





EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER to BENGAL, Political Letter 
to Bengal, 
Dated the 22d March 1816. 22 Mar. 1816. 
Letter ftom, dated 18th May. Par. 79. Our despatch in the Political Department of 
B14. Respecting the negotiation 


ith the Nawaub Vizier for effect. the 18th February 1814, paragraphs 131 to 135, contained 

yy areform in the administration (2 SUMMary view of your proceedings at that time before us, 

f his Excellency’s affairs. on the subject of your negotiation with the Nawab Vizier 

: for effecting a gencral reform in the imternal administration of his Excellency’s 
affairs, and we expressed our regiet that the negotiation, so ably and zealously 
conducted on the part of the Resident at the Vizier’s Court, under your instruc- 
tions, for the attainment of that object, had failed of success. In the one hundred 
and seventieth paragraph of our subsequent despatch of the 30th September 1814, 
we signified our approbation of the general tenor and purport of the Governor- 
General's (Lord Minto’s) letter of remonstrance to the Nawaub Vizier of the 
8th May 1812, urging his Excellency to adopt a line of conduct more creditable 
to himself and more consistent with the obligations of existing treaties. 


80. The death of the Nawaub Vizicr since the date of your Ictter before us, 
has rendered any minute observations on the narrative therein contained re- 
specting the continuance of the negotiation unnecessary. We are not prepared 
to say that his Excellency in the course of the negociation was not on some 
occasions urged witlr too much vchemence to adopt the plan of reform which had 
been proposed to him. It appearing, however, that his Excellency continued 
asap a decided repugnance to the particular plan of reform which had 

en submitted to him by Lord Minto (though he had at one time given his 
consent thercto), and to any modification of it consonant to the sentiments and 
Wishes at that time entertained by your Government on that important point, 
and as no hopes could be entertained of success from any further endeavours 
short of compulsion to carry that measure into execution in the precise form in 
Which it had hitherto been urged, we concur entirely in the view taken of the 
subject in the instructions which were issued to the Resident on the 25th March 
1814,T pointing out the necessity of desisting from the further prosecution of the 

| original 
.. © Political Consultations, 18th July 1815, vide page 686. 
‘+ Political Consultations, 18th July 1815, vide page 687. 
3 Vide page 603. 
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ee ha Original arrangement, but at the saine time calling upon his Excellency to state his 
to Bengal, 
22 Mar. 1816 


own views upon the subject, in such a manner as to lay a foundation for the 
discussion and eventual adoption of a plan, which though not embracing the full 
extent of the system which bad been reccommended to him, might yet produce 
considerable practical improvement in the conduct of his administration and in 
the condition of big subjects; but we are greatly concerned that the subsequent 
Hness and death of the Vizicr put a period to further proceedings on this highly 
Important subject. 


Smuealllieeenend 


81. We feel it proper to take this opportunity of expressing our desire, that 
in the event of the discussion being resumed with the present Vizier, you will not, 
however favourably disposed his Exeellency may be to attend to your suggestions, 
proceed to introduce into his dominions any system of administration which shall 
not be founded upon a due and considerate attention to the established insti- 
tutions and general usages of the country. Without enlarging upon the subject 
in this place, we would refer you for our sentiments in regard to a premature 
introduction of our system, especially in States where it must be administered by 
natives, to our Political Letter to the Government of Fort St. George, dated 
10th August 1814. 





PATRACT POLITICAL LETTER to BENGAL, 
Dated the \7th September 1817. 


Letter from Lord Moira to the, Par. 3. In the cightieth paragraph of our Ictter in the 
Court, dated 15th August 1815.) Political Department, dated the 22d March 1816, we ex. 
(1 to 7.) Death of the Nawaub Saa- | essed our concern at the melancholy event of the death of 


dut Alee Khan, and succession of nae : : a ae 
theNawaubGhazce-ood-Deen-Hy- [| the Vizier, Saadut Alce Khan, and we have now to signify 


der Khan Refaut-ood-Dowlah to | oul approlation of the prompt and judicious measures pursued 

the musnud of Oude. by Colonel Vaillie, the Resident at Lucknow, under your 
instiuctions for securing the tranquil succession of the legal heir to the musnud 
of Oude, as reported in his letter of the H2th July 1814. By this couse ot 
procecding, the supposed destens of the Nawaub Sbums-ood-Dowlal tor pos- 
sessing himself of the throne, to the exclusion of his brother, the Nawaub Ghazee- 
ood-Deen Tlyder Khan Refaut-ood-Dowlah, were frustrated, and we have the 
pleasure to observe, that the accession of the Vizier was effectually established 
without the smallest mterruption to the public tranquillity. 


4. The arrangements adopted by you in support of the new administration, 
appear to have for their object the strengthening and consolidating those ties of 
fricndship and alliance which bave so long existed between the State of Oude 
and the Buitish Government, and were calculated to impress upon the former 
our solicitude to maintain unimpaired the amicable relations so happily established 
between the two States. 


(Sto {1,and37,38.) Stating that 5. We have derived a great satisfaction from the com- 
the Vizier had accommodated Go- Bee sai a) . ge 
cernment With theloan of two crores (MUNICation made to us in these paragraphs, of the voluntary 
of rupees. _ Soffer on the part of the Vizier, of a loan of a crore of rapees, 

and we are sensible of the zeal for the public interests which induced the Gover 
nor-Genetal to prevall on the Vizier subsequently to extend that amount to two 
crores of rupees. We consider the important aid rendercd to our finances by his 
Excellency as manifesting on his part the cordial interest he feels in the pros 
perity of our affairs. 

6. We approve of the airangement entered into with his Excellency for the 
permanent assiynment of the interest on the first loan, to which the further sui 
of ight lacs fifty thousand rupees has been added, in payment of the pensions 
granted by the Vizier under the guarantce of the British Goverument, hich we 
observe, by the statement* accompanying the letter from the Resident at Lucknow 
of the 29th November 1814, amount to six lacks fifty-one thousand rupees per 
annum. In giving our sanction to this measure, we trust that the hope entel 


tained by our Governor-General of putting an end ¢o a fruitless source of mee 
i 


* Vide page 729. 
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and vexatious discussion between the Vizier and the Resident, will not be * pat Latter 
disappointed. 17 Sepe. 1917. 


7, We expect to be informed of the result of the arrangements in progress, ~— 
alluded to in the thirty-seventh and thirty-eighth paragraphs of the letter now 
under reply, for redeeming the last loan of a crore of rupees, by the transfer to the 
Vizier of the district of Khyreegurh and the rest of the Goorkah territory con- 
tiguous to his Excellency’s territories, in compliance with the spontaneous 
proposition made to you by his Excellency to that effect. 


8. Such further observations as we may deem necessary to offer on the subject 
of our pecuniary transactions with the State of Oude will be communicated from 
the Financial Department. . 


015). Provision allotted by» 9. The conduct and suspected designs of Shums-ood- 
‘ier . me beates at Dowlah immediately after the decease of the late Vizier, and 
So las an Alee | the estrangement which existed between him and his brother, 
rendered it necessary to the tranquillity of the Government 
of Oude that a firm but conciliatory course of policy should be observed towards 
Shums-ood-Dowlah. We therefore approve of the arrangement adopted by the 
Governor General in concurrence with the Vizicr, permitting Shums-ood- 
Dowlah to retiie to Benares on a stipend of a lac and a half of rupees per 
annum, which was assigned to him by his Excellency, and of which you have 
guaranteed the payment from your treasury. 


10, We notice with satisfaction the success which attended the efforts of our 
Governor-General, as reported in his Lordship’s letter* to the Vice-President in 
Council of the 29th December 1814, to ameliorate the situation of Rumzaun 
Alee Khan, whose services, in having conveyed to the Resident at Lucknow 
the early intelligence of the decease of the Vizier, enabled Colonel Baillie to 
make timely arrangements for securing the undisturbed succession of the present 
Vizier, and we approve of the stipend of 58,212 rupees per annum granted by 
the Vizier to Rumzaun Alce Khan at the recommendation of Marquess Hastings 
being included among those to be paid by your Government. 


the Administration of Oude eso fully communicated to you in our despatches from this 
| with the present Vizicr. department of the 18th Kebruary and 30th September 
1814, and 22d March 1816, that it is unnecessary for us in this place to enter 
much at leneth into the subject of these paragraphs ; more particularly, as im the 
eighty-lirst paragraph of our last-inentioned letter we expressed our desire, that 
in the event of the discussion being resumed with the present Vizier, you would 
not, however favourably disposed Wis Excellency might be to attend to your sug- 
gestions, proceed to intoduce into his dominions any system of administration 
which should not be founded upon a due and considerate attention to the esta- 
blished institutions and general usages of the coiintry. We concur in the senti- 
ments expressed by the Governor-General in the sixteenth and twentieth para- 
graphs of his letter to Colonel Baillie of the 12th Novembcr 1814,} and we agree 
with his Lordship, thar “in construing the terms of the recorded engagements 
“ between the Honorable Company and the Nawaub of Oude, it is required by 
“every principle of justice, that the most liberal and comprehensive meaning 
© should be given to sucn articles of the treaty of, 1801 as are in favour of that 
“party, whose weakness presents no security for him but in that good faith on 


which be has rehed.” 


140.) Negotiation for the re- \ 12. Our sentiments on this important subject have been 


® Vide page 862. 
+ Vide page s 918 and 919, 
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DOCUMENTS 


RELATING TO 


THE REMOVAL OF LIEUT.-COLONEL BAILLIE 


FROM THE OFFICE OF 


RESIDENT AT LUCKNOW. 


PRINTED BY ORDER OF THE COURT OF DIRECTORS, AT THE REQUEST OF 
THE MARQUESS OF HASTINGS AND LIEUTENANT-COLONEL BAILLIE. 


EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER /rom LORD MOIRA ¢o the COURT _ Political Letter 


OF DIRECTORS, es resets 





Dated the 15th August 1815. 


Par. 16. J now beg leave to draw the attention of your Honourable Court to 
the enclosed documents,* containing the details of all the remaining transactions 
relative to the affairs of Lucknow, which occupied my attention during my resi- 
dence at that capital. ‘The documents above referred to, with the explanatory 
observations which | have added, in order toshew my view of the extraordinary 
transactions to which they relatc, appear to me to place the whole case in such a 
point of view, as to enable your Honourable Court to form a judgment on the 
question, without the necessity of any additional remark on my part: I shall, 
therefore, instead of attempting to state the substance of those papers in such a 
summary form as would be consistent with the limits of a despatch, solicit the 
attention of your Honourable Court to the documents themselves. 





7 POLITICAL LETTER from BENGAL, Political Letter 


Dated the 80th March 1816. uN Mar ine. 


Honourable Sirs : 


On the proceedings noted in the margin is recorded a despatch from Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Baillie, late Resident at Lucknow, purporting to be in explanation 
of the circumstances and transactions which form the subject of enclosures of the 


Governor- 
* Political Consultations, 7th March 1815, vide next page. 
+ Political Consultations, 3d November 1815, vide page 936. 
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Governor-General’s despatch to the Vice-President in Council, under date the 
“Oth December 1814, relative to the affairs cf Oude, and recorded on the pro- 
ceedings noted in the margin.* The style and tenor of that despatch appearing 
to the Governor-General to render it indispensably neccssary that Lieutenant- 
Colonel Baillie should be removed from the office of Resident at Lucknow, for 
the reasons stated by his Lordship in a minute recorded on the same proceedings, 
that measure was carried into effect with the concurrence of the Board, expressed 
in minutes recorded by the Members of the Council on the same procecdings, 
and Licutcnant-Colonel Baillic has since proceeded to England on furlough. 


9, Phe object of this despatch, is to Jay before your Honourable Court the 
enclosed copy of a minute of the Governor-General, containing a detailed review 
of the whole transaction, and which it i8 the request of his Lordship may be 
taken into consideration by your Honourable Court at the time when the pro- 
ceedings containing Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie’s despatch shall come before you. 


3. A separate minute has been recorded by Mr. Edmonstone, referring to one 
part of the Governor-General’s minute, in which Mr. Edmonstone considered 
the measures of the former Government to be animadverted on. A copy of that 
minute, and of a further minute by the Governor-General, and of one also 
recorded by Mr, Sctou, are transmitted as numbers in the packet. 


4. We shall probably have occasion, at a future period, to address your 
Honourable Court on the general subject of the principles by which our inter- 
course with the Court of Lucknow ought to be governed, to which the concluding 
paragraphs of the Governor-General’s tninute refer. 


Wehave, &e. 


Fort-William, (Signed) Morr, 
S0th March 1816. ; N. B. EnymMonstroner, 
ARCHIBALD SLTON, 
G. DowprswFtt. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
The 7th March 1815. 


Ordered, That the following letter from his Excellency the Right Honour- 
able the Governor-General, together with its several enclosures, be here 
recorded. 


To His Excellency Sir G. Nugent, K. B., Vice-President in Council. 


Honourable Sir : 

1. Being desirous of bringing under your notice, and of placing on the 
records of Government, a complete statement of my proceedings dming my 
late visit to Lucknow, I now proceed to fulfil that purpose, which the extraor- 
dinary pressure of public business has hitherto compelled me to postpone. 


2. In my letter of the 29th of October last, I had the honour to apprize 
you of my having accepted, on the part of the Honourable Company, of 4 
loan of a crore of rupees from his Excellency the Vizicr, and J intimated my 
intention of making an arrangement for the payment of the interest of thal 
sum, from which I hoped that mutual benefit would be derived by the British 
Government and by that of Oude. 


3. The correspondence of the Resident at Lucknow will lave apprized you 
of the nature of that arrangement, and together with the copy of my final 


instructions on the subject to Major Baillie, transmitted to the Presidency 
the 


* Political Consultations, 7th March 1815. 


OUDE PAPERS. 863 


the 12th instant, will preclude the necessity of entering more particularly into 
the question in this place. . 


4. I feel a confident persuasion that the transfer to the Honourable Company 
of the obligation of paying directly from its own treasury those stipends for 
which it is the guarantee, will destroy a fruitful source of debate and vexatious 
discussion between the Vizier and the Resident, the evil effects of which have 
been so frequently a matter of regret, while their occurrence was almost 
unavoidable. 


5. Your Excellency in Council will observe, that among the stipends now 
to be paid by the Honourable Company are that of the Vizicr’s brother, the 
Nawaub Shums-ood-Dowlah, who has retired to Benares, and the stipend to 
Rumzaun Alee Khan, the brother-in-law of the late Nawaub Saadut Alce 
Khan. 


6. The conduct and designs of Shums ood-Dowlah, immediately after the 
demise of the late Vizier, although happily frustrated by the vigilance of the 
Resident, could not fail to produce a feeling inthe mind both of the Vizier and 
of his brother, which would render the residence of the latter within the domi- 
nions of Oude incompatible with the comfort or tranquillity of either. ‘Ihe 
Vizier could not, with any confidence or satisfaction, associate with a brother, 
whom he knew to have entertained the design of excluding him from the 
musnud, and to have appealed to the British Government against the succession 
as it had actually been established ; and the necessary conscquence was, the 
estrangement of Shums-ood-Dowlah from his brother’s Court, and his destitution 
of the dignity, honour, consideration, and power, which he possessed during 
his father’s life-time: a change in his condition which could not be borne with 
tranquillity. 


7. I soon found this previously conceived opinion fully justified ; and your 
Excellency in Council will perceive in the documents marked Number 1], of 


that series to which I shall more particularly refer in a subsequent paragraph, 
that an indirect expression of the Vizier’s wish for the removal of his brother 
from Oude was conveyed to me by his Excellency. Although the paper which 
contained it was afterwards withdrawn, the real inclination of the Vizier was 
not the less certain, and the removal of his brother has undoubtedly been to 
him a source of the highest satisfaction. 


8. With respect to Shums-ood Dowlah, your Excellency in Council will be 
pleased to observe, that he made also a direct application to me* to be per- 
mitted to retire within the Honourable Company’s provinces; a circumstance 
which remaved all difficulty in carrying the arrangement into effect. 


9. It was to be supposed, that the expectation of Shums.ood-Dowlah, with 
regard to the stipend to be received by him at Benares, would exceed the dis- 
position of the Vizier: but the mediation of the Resident, under my orders, 
effected an adjustment, which appears to me to combine a due consideration 
for the rank and station of Shums-ood-Dowlah, with that reeard to the wishes 
of the Vizier which he was entitled to expect «ut my hands. | 


10. The document marked F. of those annexed to this letter is the transla. 
tion of a paper delivered to me by Shums ood-Dowlah on the occasion of a 
private interview which J had with him at Cawnpore on the 11th of October. 
On this occasion I stated to Shums-ood-Dowlah that his recent conduct, as 
reported to me by the Resident, had suverseded, in my mind, those sentiments 
which his proceedings immediately after the demise of the late Vizier could 
not fail to excite with relation to him, and that as long as he pursued the con- 
duet which had received my approbation, and manifested towards his brother 
and Sovereign that deference, respect, and obedience, which were due to him, 
he might be assured of the protection and consideration of the British Govern- 

ment. 


* See Enclosure A. t See Tnclo we B. 
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ment. At this time I was not apprized of the contents of his paper, which on 
subsequent inspection did not appear to me to require any answer. 


11. The Nawaub Shums-ood-Dowlah received his formal audience of leave 
from the Vizier, in my presence, on the 10th November, and departed from 
Lucknow on the 6th December. 


12. It is proper that I should state the grounds on which [ deemed it expe. 
dient and just to interfere with the Vizier in behalf of Rumzaun Alee Khan. 


13. This person, as is known to your Excellency in Council, held an office 
which placed him in immediate attendance on the late Vizier, and he was the 
only person with his Excellency when he was seized with the illness which sud- 
denly terminated his life. The Resident has reported, in his despatch of’ the 
12th of July, that he received the intelligence of the Vizier’s dangerous situa- 
tion from Rumzaun Alee Khan, who with praiseworthy fidelity and good sense 
proceeded directly to the Resident, carefully concealing the circumstance from 
every boy else, and thus enabled Major Baillie to take those timely and effec. 
tual measures which secured the tranquil accession of the legitimate heir and 
frustrated the designs of his enemies. 


14, Considering the direct interest which the British Government has in the 
tranquillity of Oude, and the embarrassment, inconvenience, and expense to 
which it would have been exposed in the event of a disputed succession, or of 
disturbance and insurrection, which would have been the consequence of a public 
knowledge of the death of the late Vizier before the Resident’s arrangements 
were completed, I cannot but consider Rumzaun Alee Khan to have rendered 
an essential service, both to the British Government and to the Vizier, and I 
according decmed it to be my duty to recommend him strongly to the favour 
and countenance of his Excellency. I regret to say, that this measure had 
become necessary, in consequence of the too apparent disposition of the Vizie1 
to forget the obligation which he owed to Rumzaun Alce Khan, and that the 
latter had already experienced marks of his Excellency’s displeasure, for which 
no part of his conduct, as far as I could learn, afforded just ground. 


15. I was happy to find that, in consequence of my recommendation of 
Rumzaun Alee Khan, the Vizier spontaneously proposed that his stipend, 
amounting to Rupees 58,212 per annum, should be included among those to 
be paid by the Honourable Company, and added to the loan a further sum of 
eight lacs and a-half’ of rupees to mect this additional payment. 


16. Your Excellency in Council will observe, that my recommendation to 
his Excellency in favour of Rumzaun Alee Khan was, that he might continue 
to enjoy the stipend of which he was actually in the receipt, and that he might 
be indemnified for the loss of the emoluments of the offices which he held about 
the person of the late Vizier, in the event of the present Vizier dispensing 
with his services; and according to my recollection, and that of the gentle- 
men who were present at the conference at which the object was agitated, his 
Excellency signified his acquiescence. It now appears from Major Baillie’s 
despatch of the 6th instant, that his Excellency did not consider his assent to 
be given to more than a confirmation of his pension. As the Vizier has stated 
his intention to address me directly on this subject, I have suspended any com- 
munication either to his Excellency or to Major Baillie. My opinion is, that 
the advantage already secured to Rumzaun Alee Khan is liberal and ample ; 
and if I find his Excellency extremely averse to any extension of his liberality, 
I do not propose to urge it. I shall think it proper, however, , to repeat my. 
orders to the Resident to represent to the Vizier the merits and services of 
Rumzaun Alee Khan, and the‘4njury which his Excellency’s reputation must 
sustain from any harsh and unmerited treatment of a person to whom he is so 
greatly indebted. * 
yore length than it may 
cssury to 
interfere 


17. I have deemed it requisite to advert to this case at mot 
seem to demand, as it constitutes the only one in which I found it nec 
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interfere in behalf of any individual at the Vizier’s Court, and the only one ot 
that description which can, I conceive, give rise to any discussion of an un- 
pleasant nature between his Excellency and the Resident. I trust, however, 
that this is improbable, as the direct payment of’ the stipend obviates the prin- 
cipal cause of difference. 


18. 1 now beg leave to draw the attention of your Excellency in Council to 
the enclosed documents, Nos. 1 to 13, which contain the details of all the 
remaining transactions relative to the affairs of Lucknow, which occupied my 
attention during my residence at that capital. 


19. To those documents I have added a paper of observations drawn up for 
the purpose of conveying more clearly my view of the extraordinary transactions 
to which they relate, and I request that it may be recorded with the other 
papers. 


20. 'The documents themselves, with my explanatory observations, appear to 
me to place the whole case in such a point of view, as to enable your Iixcel- 
lency in Council, and ultimately the authorities at home, to furm a judgment 
on the question, without the necessity of any additional remark on my part. 


21. There are only two other points on which I deem it necessary to state 
some observations, namely, the appointment by the Vizier of a Minister, and 
a Paishcar and Dewan, and the removal ot Hukeem Mehdee Alee Khan 
from Lucknow. ‘ 


22. Your Excellency is too well acquainted with the conduct of Hukeem 
Mehdee, and his uniform opposition to our just views at the Court of Lucknow, 
as recorded in the official correspondence with the Resident, to render it neces- 
sary for me to state the considerations which induced me to urge his removal 
from the presence and councils of the Vizier. His talents and capacity for 
business, together with his insinuating manners and address, gave him a 
decided ascendancy «ver the mind of the Vizier, which he would undoubtedly 
have exercised, as he had done before, to subvert and destroy the just 
and legitimate influence of the British Government in his Iacellency’s 
administration. 


23. The appointment of an efficient and responsible Minister ot the Court of 


Oude has long been an object of anxiety with the British Government. In 
the life-time of the late Vizier the existence of such a channel of communica- 
tion between the Vizicr and the Resident would undoubtedly have prevented 
much of that vexatious and unpleasant altercation which has so frequently 
excited the regret and concern of this Government. ‘The character of his 
successor affortls Jess ground of apprehension that similar impediments to the 


cordial co-operation of the two Governments, in the prosecution of objects of 


common interest, will arise in future; but there are defe¢ts in it which 
strongly point out the importance of there being an efficient Minister for the 
conduct of the details of the Government, possessing equally the confidence 
of the Vizier and of the British Government. 


24. I regret to state, that I cannot consider this object to be attained, to the 
extent of my wishes, by the arrangements recently made, though I conceive 
them to be likely to be attained with advantage to a certain extent. 


25. Having deemed it to be my duty, for the reasons stated, to object to 


Hukeem Mehdee as Minister, his Excellency next proposed the appointment of 


his confidential servant, Agha Meer, to be Paishcar, and Race Dya-Krishey 
to be Dewan,” to act in their respective oftices in the name of his Excellency’s 
son, on whom he conferred the nominal office of Minister. 


26. Not deeming myself warranted in opposing his Excellency’s wishes 
regarding his choice of Ministers, except in a case when it might fall on a person 
known to be adverse to the interests of the British Government, and to the true 


aod 
* Sec Enclosure, No. 12. 
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and just principles of the connection between that Government and the State 
of Oude, I had only to acquiesce in his Excellency’s selection. 


27. Agha Meer, the Paishcar, has been in the Vizier’s service from his 
infancy, and is believed to possess his confidence. Heis not, however, a person 
of the rank, talents, or experience in business, to qualify him for the office to 
which he has been appointed. There is little doubt that his advice would have 
swayed his master, even had he remained in a private capacity; and it might, 
and probably would, often have been opposed to that of the ostensible minister. 
In this point of view, therefore, some advantage may be derived from his ap. 
pointment to an ostensible and efficient office in the State. 


28. The Dewan, Dya-Krishen, has long been at the head of the Vizier’s 
revenue department, and bears a good character for integrity and knowledge 
of business ; but he does not possess that degrec of weight and influence which 
might be wished. I am not aware, however, that a more unexceptionable 
person could have been selected for the office. 


29, I have no reason to doubt the attachment of both the Paishcar and the 
Dewan to the British Government, or their disposition to promote the interests 
of the two States. Indeed, notwithstanding the opinion which 1 have expressed 
of their unfitness, in some respects, for the situations to which they have been 
named, it would not be easy to say, adverting to the dearth of character, talent, 
and integrity at the Court of Lucknow, that fitter persons could be found ; and 
I indulge a hope, that the business of the Government will be conducted with 


as much regularity, order,*and propriety, as can be expected, under the 
actual circumstances of that Court. 


30. I deemed it proper to be present at the investiture of the Minister and 
the two subordinate officers, which took place at the Vizier’s palace on the 
10th November. Major Baillie’s subsequent reports of the conduct of the 
Ministers has, as your Excellency in Council will observe, been favourable. 


81. Your Excellency in Council will have observed with satisfaction, from 
the Resident’s despatch of the 6th instant,* that his Excellency has renewed in 
the most unqualified terms his assent to the plan of reform proposed by the 
British Governntent, and I trust that it will now be carried into effect with as 
much expedition as circumstances will admit. 


82. His Excellency has also issued orders to his officers which, I trust, will 
contribute to the efficiency of the police of the Honourable Company’s districts 
adjoining the territory of Oude. The correspondence on this subject, excepting 
such part as either is included in the enclosures Nos. 32 and 33, or has been 
already forwarded, will be separately transmitted. 


33. I request that your Excellency will direct copies of this despatch and the 
documents enclosed in it, to be prepared for transmission at an early period to 
the Honourable the Court of Directors. I propose to address the Honourable 
Court on the subject without delay. 


I have, &c. . 
Camp, Seharunpore, (Signed) Morra. 
29th December 1814. 





From the Nawaub Shums-ood-Dowlah, Brother of His Excellency the Nawaub 
Vizier. (Received the 3d November 1814.) 

(After expressions of respect and of desire for the honour of a personal 
meeting :) . 

The state of the case is this: by reason of the infinite sorrow and unhappmess 
which I experienced on the demise of my father, I immediately determined 
remove to Benares, to which place I am naturally attached. Accordingly, 
repeatedly spoke to Major Baillie on this subject. Being still fixed in th 
resolution to go to Benares, and having no desire whatever to remain +H 
Lucknow, I hope that your Lordship, in your great kindness and favour, sks 
obtain for me the consent of his Excellency the Vizier, and the payment to oe 


* Vide page 931. 
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at the former city, of the monthly personal allowance of 25,000 rupees, 
including my present stipend, and some increase, and also of the allowance as 
hitherto, of 3,171 rupees 14 annas for my mother, my muhl, and my children. 
Let the garden at Doorga Koon and its dependencies, together with the other 
buildiigs there, and also the rumna on the banks of the Ganges, and the houses 
in the,city situated in the Chouk, and the house known by the name of Jetuk 
Raee’s House, be also made over to me, that they may become my right and 

roperty. I have further to request, that your Lordship will write with your own 
fand to the chief authority at Benares, directing him to afford me his aid and 
assistance in all matters, and that a British guard may be directed to attend me 
to Benares for my protection by the way. Let my stipend be discharged by 
regular monthly payments, agreeably to the enclosed statement; that being 
thus at my ease with regard to my expenses, I may pass my days in quiet, 
secure under the protection of the Honourable Company’s Government, and 
full of gratitude and acknowledgments for the kindness of your Lordship and 
the Honourable Company. 


Statement enclosed in the foregoing. 


Abstract : 
Monthly stipend ....ccccccscscccccee eovcssceeheupces 28,171 O 0 


Detail : 
Personal stipend ..cscccsesscccccscesceccccccvcseseseres 25,000 O 0 
Being stipend now received.ecc..eseeee 11,000 
AUGMENDLALION ..ccccoecccccecrecveseseces 14,000 





Allowance to my mother @eseeeeveoeoea seoGeeeegegoaoeeeneed 071 14 O 
Ditto to the ladies of the mubhl .....cccccscssseeseee 1,000 O O 
Ditto to my children, three sons, each 500 rupees 1,500 0 0 
One daughter Peeqgeeeseeeeeeeeeseesevneeeeeeseseeeeeeee ©0080 @ 400 O O 

O 


Total eevesnecevenoe Rupees 28,17 1 14, 





A true translation: 
(Signed) G. SwINTON, 
Persian Sccretary to the Goveryor-Geueral. 





t 


To the Nawaub Shums-ood-Dowlab, Biother to his Excellency the Nawaub 
Vizier. (Written the 9th November 1814.) 


I have had the honour to receive your letter. (Recapitulate contents of lette: 
received 3d November. ) 

You have been verbally apprized this morning, that his Excellency the Nawaub 
Vizier has been pleased to signify his assent to your permanent residence at Benares, 
and has fixed for you a stipend of two lacs of rupees per annum, including the 
allowances hitherto assigned for the maintenance of your mother, your muhl, 
and children. That stipend will be paid to you, agreeably to your request, monthly, 
from the treasury at Benares. You have also been informed of his Excellency’s 
intention to grant to you the gardens of Doorga Koon with its dependencies, and 
the rumna on the Ganges. 


I shall have great pleasure in complying with your request for a guard of 
British troops to attend you to Benares, and in directing the chief civil authority 
at that city to afford you every assistance, and to manifest towards you every 
suitable degree of attention and respect. 

I shall be happy to learn that you have arrived at Benares in safety, and that 
you have found every thing agreeable to your wish. 

A true copy : 


_ (Signed) G. SwINTor, 
Persian Secretary to the Governor-General. 
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peel oneal To W. A. Brooke, Esq. Agent of the Governor-General at Benares.. 

s ns, Soe 

7 Mar. 1815. Sir: 
— 1. The Nawaub Shums-ood-Dowlah, sécond brother of his Excellency the 
Letter Vizier, having spontaneously solicited the permission of the Vizier and of the 


from Secretary to 


Government. royernor-General to retire to Benares, 1 am directed to inform you that the 


NaWaub will proceed to that city as soon as his preperations for the journey 
can be completed. 


2. A stipend of two lacs of rupees per annum has been assigned tu the 
Nawaub by his Excellency the Vizicr, aud is to be paid by monthly instalments 
from the public treasury at Benares, and the house of Doorga Koon, and_ the 
adjacent buildings, lands, and rumna, the property of his Excellency the 
Vizier, have been assigned to the Nawaub for his residence. On the arrival of 
the Nawaub at Benates, you will advance toa proper distance from the city to 
meet him, and both then and during his residence there you will be pleased to 
manifest towards him every degree of consideration, attention, and respect, and 
to render his retirement honourable and easy as far as is in your power. 


3. You will be pleased to correspond on this subject with the Resident at Luck- 
now, and to conform to the suggestions which you may receive from that officer, 
with respect to the ceremonial to be observed on the reception of the Nawaub, 
and on other points connected with the deportment to be observed towards him. 


4. Major Baillie will also apprize you more particularly of the houses and 
lands at Benares, the property of the Vizier, which have been appropriated to 
the use of the Nawaub Shums-ood-Dowlah. 


I have, &c. 


Camp, near Lucknow, (Signed) J. ADAM, 
11th November 1814. Secretary to Governinent. 
Letter To W. O. Wynne, Esq., Magistrate at Jounporé. 
trom Secretary to Sir: 
Government. I am directed by his Excellency the Governor-General to desire that, mm the 


event of the Nawaub Shuims-ood-Dowlah, the second brother of his Excellency 
the Nawaub Vizier, halting at Jounpore on his route to Benares, you will afford 
him any aid which he may require, and manifest towards him the attentions due 
to his rank. 

] have, &c. 


Camp, near Lucknow, Signed) J. Apa, 
11th November 1814. Secretary to Government. 





fit bs 


The same to Mr. Fortescue, Magistrate of Elahabad. 





Letter To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
rom Secrctary to Sir: : 
mene noe 1. I am directed to transmit to you enclosed a copy of a letter which has this 


day been addressed to the Agent of the Governor-General at Benates, relative 
to the Nawaub Shums-ood-Dowlah. A duplicate is also enclosed, for #he purpose 
of being delivered to the Nawaub. 


2, You will be pleased to address Mr. Brooke on the subject referred to in the 
third and fourth paragraphs of the enclosed instructions. 
oper to direct. the 


3. His Excellency the Governor-General has deemed it prope ; 
Magistrates of Jounpore and Elahabad to afford aid and manifest attention ta 
the Nawaub, in the event of his halting at either of those stations. , 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. ADAM, 


Camp, near Lucknow, Secretary to Gemernment. 


1)Jth November 13] 4. 
° Translation 
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Translation of a Paper delivered to the Governor-General by the Nawaub Shums- 
ood-Dowlah, second Son of the late Nawaub Visier, dated 11th October 1814. 


The state of the case is this:-——My revered parent, the late Nawaub Vizier, 
firstselected me from amongst his other sons, and honoured me with the appoint- 
meet of “General.” Afterwards, whenthe Marquess Wellesley came to Lucknow, 
my late father was pleased to nominate me his Naib (or Prime Minister), and 
appointing me his Kaim Mokam (or Representative), placed my hand in that of 
his Lordship’s, who offered me bis cordial congratulations on the occasion. 
With his Lordship’s concurrence, all my brothers and the nobles of the Court and 
commanders of the troops were required to present nuzzurs to me, and a salute 
was fired in honour of the event. During my father’s life I also enjoved various 
other marks of distinction, such as receiving richer and superior |khiliats, being 
deputed to represent him m the procession on the days of the two ceds (festivals), 
when I was attended by all my brothers, and went in the same state as if my 
father hinself were present. Shookhas (or mandates) were issucd throughout 
all his dominions under my scal. The Auniuls of Government and others 
received khillats in my house, and that distinction was conferred on several 
individuals at my recommendation. ‘The keys of the treasuries and other places 
were consigned to my charge, my signature was affixed to all papers, and the 
English gentlemen were entertained at breakfast, and on other occasions, at my 
house. I was left as his representative in the capital when he went out on a 
hunting party, and the Resident, or his Assistant, whichever of them might be 
in Lucknow, came to breakfast with ie. [enjoyed various other marks of dis- 
tinction of a similar description, which 't is unnecessary to particularize, as the 
British Government is fully apprized of all these circumstances, and they are as 
generally known as the sun in bis meridian splendour. On a recent occasion, 


when his late Excellency perceived me depressed in spirits, in consequence of 


the bodily ailments under which he was then suffering, he cheered and com- 
foited me in the kindest manner, and with that cordial affection which he always 
entertained for me observed, ‘ By the divine favour I shall soon be restored to 
“ health; and as | am, in all respects, pleased and satisfied with your filial duty, 
“ submission, and becoming conduct, rest assured that my Jove and kindness 
“ towards you will increase every day. Do you continue to walk inthe path of 
“ obedience, and to employ your precious days in the regulation of the aflairs 
“ of gy Government, and be not uneasy or disheartened. As soon as my kind 
“ fteigmd, the Governor General (Lord Moira), on whose gracious disposition I 
place the most perfect reliance, shall come here, the regulation of all the 
“ affairs of this Government, and what will tend to vour interest and advantage 
“ both now and hereafter, will be accomplished by hts Lordship’s favour.” 
Alas! a hundred times alas! that my father should have died before your Lord- 
chip’s arrival here, leaving me wretched to deplore his untimely loss, and carrying 
with him to his grave all his anxious hope for an interview with your Lordship, 
and all his other wishes, the accomplishment of which depended on his meeting 
with your Excellency. This line of some one is applicable to his case: “I died 
“in grief and carried with me this wish to my grave.” Your Lordship will 
judge with what feelings of regret and disappointment I witnessed this dreadful 
calamity : my sorrow, indeed, did not leave me master of myself. Now that the 
spring of your Lordship’s presence has given fresh verdure and beauty to these 
plains, and has breathed new life into my chilly frame, I am filled with confi- 
dent expectation that the field of my hopes and the garden of my wishes will 
“become more fertile and flourishing than ever, when watered by the generous 
shower of your Lordship’s kindness and favour. Until my father drew his latest 
breath, I.enjoyed his good upinion and his approbation of my duty and sub- 
mission, and the promotion of the pleasure and satisfaction of the Governar-Ge, 
neral and the Honourable Company entirely absorb my thouglits. I consider 
my welfare end advantage, and the settlement of all my concerns, to depend on 
the favdur and grace, and the kindness and favour of your Excellency. Under 
these circumstances, it is evident that whatever favour and kindness shall be 
shewn to me, will convey peace to the spirit of my departed father, and -will 
equally redound to your Excellency’s reputation, as it will oblige me and com- 
mand my gratitude. 
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From the time of Shooja-ood-Dowlah till the derhige of his tate Excellency, no 
infringement of any treaty or engagement between our house and the Govern. 
ment of the Honourable Company has ever taken place; and from the time of 
my father’s Government and since his death, I have never committed an 
action which could expose me to the displeasure of your Lordship and, the 
British Government, and be a cause of shame and sorrow to myself or give 
rise to discussion. 1 beg your Excellency to be assured, that nothing but 
obedience to vour Lordship and the British Government will ever be manifested 
by me. And now that I have taken shelter, under the shade of your favour and 
justice, from the scorching rays of the sun of calamity, I hope to experience 
whatever is worthy of your infinite kindness and distinguished favour; for |] 
hold alone by the strong coid of yout gracious consideration and regard. 


A true translation: 


(Signed) G. Swinton, 
Persian Secretary to the Governor-General. 


Translation of a Paper (No. 1) delivered to the Governor-General by the 
Nawaub Vizier. (13th October 1814.) 


1. Praise be to God that the Prophet has said, ‘* I render thanks to the Most 
“ High that I was born in the age of Noshervaun the just.” In like manner 
I, who am the slave of the Prophet, unquestionably rejoice with sincerity of 
heart, that by the divine blessing my establishment on the hereditary musnud 
of the Vezarut and in the Government of my ancestors, has taken place in’ the 
time of sojust and cordial a friend as your Lordship: and although, agreeably 
to the custom of Kings and Viziers, both past and present, and especially to the 
custom of this family, I possessed the right to the hereditary Government, and 
the musnud of the Vezarut of my ancestors belonging to me, yet if it had not 
been for the support and assistance of your Lordship, whois my kind friend and 
benefactor, it was not possible that the right should have been scttled in favour 
of the rightful person, that is to say, myself. Therefore what bas been, and 
what will be, 1s all to be ascribed to your Lordship’s gracious assistance ; and 
while I live I shall ever be bound in gratitude to your Lordship for such favour. 
It is a tradition of the Prophet’s, that whoever has not made the return of 
tude to his benefactor for favours received, has not made the return of gratitude 
for the mercies of his God. 


2. The degree of cordial friendship and union which have ever subsisted 
between the Llonourable Company and this House is more evident than the sun: 
nay, itis beyond the power of speech or writing to express it. Notwithstanding 
the right to the hereditary musnud of the Vezarut was possessed by my grand- 
father, (Shooja-ood-Dowlah,) still at the time when this country (Oude) had 
fallen into the powerful hands of the Company, if it had not pleased them in 
their favour to continue the said hereditary possessions to my grandfather as iu 
former times, it was not possible that the rule of this house could have endured. 
The favours conferred by the Company have no bounds nor measure. 


3. It is universally known, that every one who takes another by the hand, 
considers him as himself, or reckons him as his dependant, or looks upon 
him as one on his own part, and consequently has always at heart to 
promote his interests and welfare, and daily to give more and more stability 
to his concerns: I, who in every point of view have been taken by the 
hand by your Lordship and the Honourable Company, regard the arrival 
of your Lordship as a particular dispensation of mercy. 


4. I feel assured, that with respect to whatever will conduce to my benefit and 
welfare by the kindness of your Lordship, my Govermpent (Kooar) will ne 
strengthened under any circumstance more than ever was of my forefathers. 


5. In consequence of the firm friendship and intimate ‘whion established 
between the Honourable Company and my ancestors, your Lordship has 
been kindly and graciously pleased to act in conformity to former treatics, 


‘and: to execute a treaty with me to the effect of those treaties. As by 


treaty 
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treaty my father and grandfather were the masters and managers (Malick- 
Moktaur) of their country, and had the control and management of the affairs 
of their Government, let me, who am in every respect under obligations to your 
Lordship and have been taken by the hand, have the management of my country 
and the affairs of my Government, in all things like my father. I regard your 
Lordship, who is my cordial friend, as my late father; and in like manner as 
it was my duty to obey him, so I shall consider it to be iny duty, still more, to 
seek your Loidship’s satisfaction. 


6. In the time of my late grandfather, Slooja-ood-Dowlah, it happened that 
Mooneer-ood-Dowlah wrote whatever lies and calumnies he pleased to the Governor- 
General, Mr. Hastings, regarding Shooja-ood-Dowlah’s levying troops to oppose 
the British Governminent. The Governor-Gencral came to Benares to investigate 
the truth of this. My grandfather, being conscious of the purity of his inten- 
tions, caine to Benares with his ladies and family in the height of the rainy 
season, when the roads were nearly impassable, and had a mecting with the 
Ciovernor-General, who was so pleased and satisfied that he delivered the 
letters of Mooneer-ood-Dowlah to him, observing that their contents had 
been the sole cause of his proceeding to Benares. When the calumnies and 
mischievous designs of Mooneer-ood-Dowlah became clear, the Governor- 
General being extremely pleased and satisfied with my grandfather, said to him 
on his taking leave, that he might raise as many troops as he wished. Thus, with 
respect to myself, if iu like manner any one make a false representation, either 
verbally or by letter, let it not be listened to; for in cvery circumstance I am, 
and ever will be, desirous to seek your Loidship’s satistaction. 


7. After the demise of my grandfather, when my uncle, the Nawaub Asuf-ood- 
Dowlah, ascended the musnud of the Vezarut, all his brothers, although their 
stipends were small, remained submissive and obedient to him. In nowise did 
they swerve from the path of subjection and submission. For example, my late 
father, who was ther at Benares and received an allowance of three lacs of 
iupees from Asuf-ood-Dowlah, through the Honourable Company’s Government, 
made no objection when his brother reduced that allowance to two lacs, and was 
submissive and obedient. As to my brothers, who receive large stipends, and 
such as the Nawaub Shooja-ood-Dowlah never granted to his children, I have 
made no reduction in those stipends, and will not make any ; but let your Lord- 
ship give them in a matiner to understand, that the power of increasing and dimi- 
nishing their stipends is in my hands. In that event, they will all render due 
obedience, and my authority will suffer no diminution ; a thing which will be 
extremely gratifying to the heart of your Lordship, my kind friend. 


8. Your Lordship may have heard, or will hear, what language is held in his 
own family by my brother, Shums-ood-Dowlah, at the instigation, and by the 
evil advice of some wicked counscllors, regarding certain matters which are con- 
trary to the usages of this house and in opposition to the determination of your 
Lordship. Under all circumstances, I hold my brother as dear as my own life. 
No alteration shall be made in the amount of his stipend. With respect to his 
remaining here or residing in the Honourable Company’s dominions, as the inte- 
rests of both States are identified and they are one and the same, he is at liberty 
to do as he pleases. In the event of his continuing to reside at Lucknow, let 
him not object to, or excuse himself from conforming to my orders on any 
matters, a compliance with which is agreeable to the special usages of this 
Government, and will be a source of satisfaction to your Lordship. | 


9. Besides my late father, who resided at Benares, the Nawaub Asuf-ood-Dow- 
lah had many brothers who lived at Lucknow, and whose friendship and attach- 
ment to the Honourable Company were evident. Nevertheless, the Governor- 
General received no visits from any of them, but with the concurrence and 
pleasure of my father. Your Lordship is, in every respect, my kind friend. On 
this point, whatever your judgment shall decide will be most right and proper. 


10. The British Government, some time since, suggested that Ameens should 
be deputed on the partiof this Government into the districts of my country. 
My late father at times acquiesced in that arrangement,.and at times procrasti- 
nated and kept it in suspense; but as soon as your Lordship’s letter oe 
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father, stating that the measure in question had been formerly proposed by the 
British Government from motives of regard for his Excellency’s welfare, and 
that now he might exercise his own discretion, my father, on the receipt of that 
letter, suspended the deputation of several persons whom he had appointed for 
that duty. At this time, agreeably to the suggestions of Major Baillic, some 
Amcens have been deputed into the districts ; but ] hope, from your Lordship’s 
favour, that it it should appear advisable to you, 1 may, agrecably to former 
custom, with the concurrence of Major Buillic, suspend this affair: foras nothing 
is concealed from your Lordship, it must be hnown that when the Ameens shall 
be appointed, people will say that this arrangement never took effect in the time 
of the late Nawaub, and now it has been cairied into execution. This will expose 
inc to ridicule and be a cause of degradation. Iam confident that your Excel- 
lency will never approve of any thing which will derogate from my dignity. 

11. I am desirous to place the whole of my dominions under Amdnee Tuh- 
seed tor collection of the revenues by the officers of Government, in distinction 
to the system of farming, and to prepare a plan which I wish to introduce for 
the benefit of my subjects, with such cae, that it may be approved by your 
Lordship. 

12. The British troops are stationed in many places withtn my dominions, 
Your Lordship, in your cordial friendship and regard, is in all matters desirous 
to promote the good order and regularity of the affairs of my Government. 
Let an order be given to the officers commanding the troops, directing them, on 
my requisition, with a view to the good order of the districts, to punish and 
chastisc in an cxemplary manner the Zemindars who depart from the path of 
obedieuce and payment of the revenues, and refuse to pay the dues of the 
Crovernment, that thus no individual may dare to evince a refractory spirit: and 
with respect to the Ryots and Zemindais who may abscond from my dominions 
and settle in the territory of the Honourable Company, Ict the British Govern- 
ment, on notification from me, forthwith seize and deliver them up. 


13. With regard to the manner in which justice was administered at Lucknow 
in former times, it was as it was. I now propose to vest my dear son (giandson), 
Mirza Mohsen Alce Khan Behauder, with the dignity of the general superinten- 
dence of the adawlut, and to divide it into three departments. The department 
of the adawlut for those of the Sheea sect to be committed to the charge of 
Molvee Syyud Dildar Alee, who is qualified in every respect by his integrity 
and honesty, and by his learning, talents, and piety. The department of adaw- 
lut for the Soonnees to be given to Molvees of that sect who may be qualified 
to discharge the duties of it: and with respect to the settlement of the causes 
of the [Iindoos, that charge will be committed to some virtuous and upright 
Mahajens (merchants or bankers), five in number, in whom the sect of Hindoos. 
may place confidence ; so that, by this arrangement, the suits of all the three sects 
will be adjudicated in the best possible manner. 


14. For the protection of the city from thicves and gang-robbers and domes- 
tic broils, it is my desire to appoint several persons as guards, with a headman, 
after the fashion of police-officers; and I propose to cause them to exccute 
engagements and penalty bonds, to perform their duty within their assigned Juris- 
dictions, and to hold themselves responsible for this affair (restitution of the 
property stolen). 

15. The persons in the employment of my late father shall be continued in 
their former situations, ou the condition of their attendance, service, and fidelity ; 
and otherwise, others shall be entertained in their room. Besides the former 
servants, no more persons are required for the good order and tranquillity of 
the districts, since the British troops are stationed in different quarters and at 
your Lordship’s order, which once given is sufficient for ever. These troops, 
when necessary, will chastise the Zemindars. 


16. Although I have not confidence in any men except the British troops as 
guards and sentries, yet 1 wish that the same persons who were always enter- 
tained for that duty by this Government may be continued in that duty as here- 
tofore, and that the British troops may be stationed at the same places as those 
where they were plated as guards and sentries in the time of his late Excel- 
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17. My grandfather, Shooja-ood-Dowlah, my uncle, Asuf-ood-Dowlah, and 
my late father, Saadut-Alee-Rban, had in every reepect the'pewer of making 
augmentatiens and reductions, dtd of confiscating on their wlensise the pro- 

rty and effecta of the ladies of. the muh! and of their own alaven .By your 
Endep’ frou I shall act in this affair in conformity to the established usages 
of this 


' 48. My respected grandmother, who lives at Fyzabad, was kept in a stufe of 
irritation by my late father about many matters of trifling importance. 1 have 
removed all those causes of annoyance to my grandmother, and have made 
obedience and submission to her pleasure my rule of conduct in ull Ler affairs. 
May God grant that she may yet live for one hundred and thirty years: but 

the path to the mansions of eternity must be trodden by all, and no one can 
escape that common fate, when she shall be no more, I, as is the usage and 
practice of Kings and Viziers, and in particular of this bouse, am the master and 
proprietor (of her property). Agreeably to the usayes of this Sirkar and 
the principles of my Government, none has any right to interfere with me with 
respect to it. I do not make this declaration from any avaricious motive, but 
because it is in conformity to the usages of our house, that thus, when the time 
comes, no further representation may be necessary. The persons who 1eceive 
allowances from her Highness the Bhow Begum shall continue to receive them 
from me, on condition of attendance and obedience to my orders. 


(19, Although I was brought up by my father, to whom I am exclusively in- 
debted for every thing, yet I regard your Lordship as my parent and benefactor : 
I therefore hope that you will constantly, and without 1eserve, suggest such 

ropositions as may be calculated to strengthen my authority and to promote my 
benefit and advantage, and such as may not be regarded by the people as the 
means of exposing me to be scofted and laughed at. Your Lordship, by doing 
so, will in the highest degree consult my welfare and happiness. 


20. By your Lordship’s kindness, Major Buaillie loves me from his heart. 
Under the influence of this disposition, in consequence of my father’s demise he 
visits me almost every day ; and agreeably to rule, I also have gone to visit him. 
While Major Baillie may continue to remain here, there is no need for making 
any representation: after he shall have gone away, it is my wish that the 
practice of visiting, as observed between the Resident and my father, may be 
reverted to. 


21, There are many persons who, having appropriated to their own use the 
property of this Government, call themselves dependants of the Honourable 
Company. As the two Governments are, in truth, but one, and no difference 
or separation of interests exists, whatever is for the bencfit of the one is for that 
of the other. The loss sustained by this Government, theretyre, affects the 
British Government in an equal degree. I donot consider the dominions and 
property of the two States as possessing any separate and distinct interest. If 
any one meditates what will be a loss to this Government, let him fall under 
displeasure. 


22. A letter from the King of England was sent to my uncle, Asuf-ood- 
Dowlah, containing expressions of satisfaction, joy, and encouragement. As I 
look upon your Lordship as a parent, nay, in the place of the King of England 
himself, your Lordship is in every respect master to do whatever you please 
for the adjustment of all my concerns. If my concerns are not adjusted to my 
satisfaction in your Lordship’s time, I can never hope that they will be adjustud 
hereafter. If it be proper, and if your Lordship shall so determine, I will 
prepare some rarities of this country, however unfit, to compose a suitable 
nuzzur for his Britannic Majesty, together with an address expressive of my 
respectful attachment, and send them to your Lordship to be forwarded to big 
Majesty. Your Lordship will be pleased to obtain for me the gratification of 
receiving a favourable answer. 


, 4 
23. All that I possess in money and effects is at the disposal of your Lordahip 
and. the Hpnqusable Company. But of what account are money and goods : 
I would not even spare my own life. Now that, by the influence of my propi- 
tigus stata, yout Lordship has arrived here, my hope is, that you will do for me 
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something new, greater than any thing before, of such a nature that the fame 
of your Lordship’s kindness will be celebrated all over the world. In this event 
my honour (izzut) will be exalted in the highest degree. 


24. In conformity to an old custom of our family, my father sent such of hig 
dependants, servants, connections, relations, and brothers, as he thought proper, 
to pay their respects once to the Governors-General who have preceded vour 
Lordship. On no other occasion did those Governors-General receive any 
visits from any individual of my father’s Government contrary to his inclination, 
I now trust that the same observances respecting the visits of all persons, the 
particulars of which may be known by a reference to the records, will still be 
adhered to. Iam confident that your Lordship will never infringe an esta- 
blished rule. 


25. Lacs of rupees of property, which my late father committed to the charge 
of my brothers, Shums-ood-Dowlah and Nuseer-ood-Dowlah, and also some 
escheated (or reversionary) property of my late grandmother, which is in the 
custody of the mother of my brother Mchdee Alee Khan, are stated by those 
persons to have been given to them by my father. If they can shew deeds of 
gift from my father regarding such property, let them be produced ; otherwise 
that property belongs to the State. Let it be rendered up. 


26. With regard to the holders of maafy lands and pensioners in the time of 
Asuf-ood-Dowlah, whose sources of maintenance were resumed by my late father, 
it is my wish that such as can shew their title to those grants, and can produce 
the sunnuds under the seals of Shooja-ood-Dowlah or Asuf-ood-Dowlah, should, 
with your Lordship’s concurrence, be again put into possession of their lands or 
pensions as formerly. ‘Those people are a host of piety and prayer, and this act 
would equally redound to the credit of your Lordship and the Honourable 
Company, as it would exalt my reputation. 


A true translation: 


(Signed) G. SwInTon, 
Persian Secretary to the Governor-General. 





Translation of a Paper (No. 2) received from His Excellency the Nawaub 
Vizier, 26th October 1814. 


1. In the same manner as authority was exercised over the dominions of Oude 
by the Nawaubs Shooja-ood-Dowlah and Asuf-ood-Dowlah and my late father, 
all of whom possessed the power of regulating the affairs of the Government, so 
in like manner let the regulation of affairs of the Government be in my power and 
at my discretion, without the agency of any one (dt. without a medium). 


2. Wheiever any of the Ryots and Zemindars of this State, or any of the 
Aumils or Tehsildars and others run away and take up their abode in the terri- 
tories of the Honourable Company, let the British local authority seize those 
persons and send them to me. 


3. Of the persons who from former times have been the servants, favourites, 
adherents, or dependants of this Government, some are dead and some are alive. 
Their jagiers and allowances continue to be held, as before, by their descendants. 
The latter are not deserving of such jagicrs and allowances. Under these cir- 
cumstances, therefore, the large jagiers and allowances are not to be continued, 
but each person shall have a suitable stipend assigned to him. 


4. In the event of any of my servants or relations, on the resumption of their 
jagiers or allowances, seeking through their connexion with the Honourable 
Company’s Government to obtain the restoration of those jagiers and allowances, 
let not their applications be listened to by the British Government, for this 
will lead to disorder, and every one will seek connexion with the British 
Government. 


5. Since, by the aid and support of the Honourable Company, I have obtained 
possession of the Government of my forefathers, let the Honourable Company; 
under all circumsta nces, support and assist me. sce 
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6. Since the time of my late father, the amount of my expenses has increased ; 
the diminution, therefore, of the expenses of this State, in whatever manner it 
may be, is intended. 


7. After the demise of my father, the conduct of all my brothers has been 
changed, and they have become profuse in their expenses. Some other occur- 
rences, also, which are not fit to be mentioned, have taken place. Under these 
circumstances, they will receive the original allowance which was first fixed for 
them by my father, without the subsequent augmentation. 


8. The power of changing.and removing the Aumils and Foujdars, and of 
sending Aumils, either as farmers of the revenue (Moostajers) or as collectors or 
trustees (Amianee) shall rest with me. 


9. The system of the adawlut (administration of justice) shall be according to 
former custom, as it was in the time of Asuf-ood-Dowlala. One Cazee and one 
Mooftee for the dispensation of justice, according to the ordinances of the law. 
What necessity exists for several courts of adawlut? The system of adawlut 
above enaed shall be observed. 


10. My grandmother, the Bhow Begum, who resides at Fyzabad and has 
attained a very great age, cannot be exempted from the general law of nature. 
In the event of her demise (which Heaven avert), I am her legal heir. Let her 
wealth and effects become the right and property of my Government. 


11. Whatever increase of allowance has taken place in my time, and whatever 
grounds and gardens have passed into the hands of my servants and relations shall 
be taken back. 


12. Since the time of my accession tu the Government my grandmother has, 
contrary to former usage, taken under her own management the golaub baree 
(mausoleum of Shooja-ood-Dowlah) and other places, together with the mulils of 
the late Mirza Alee Khan (brother of the Bhow Begum). Let her Highness 
restore them. 


13. From motives of friendship and regard, the Honourable Company have 
stationed British troops in various parts of my dominions for their protection. 
This occasions a great expenditure of the Honourable Company’s money. It is 
my sincere desire that the said troops should be stationed within the Honourable 
Company’s fronticr, and I will raise and entertain as many troops as may be 
necessary for the protection of the country. Whenever the British troops may 
be required, let them co-operate with ine on my requisitions to that effect. 


14. The British Resident is stationed here solely for the purpuse of strength- 
ening the friendship and harmony subsisting between the two States, and in trme 
of need to be associated with me for the purpose of aiding and assisting my 
Government, either by his counsel and advice, or by affording me the support of 
the British troops. On occasions of my requiring support, Jet him co-operate 
with me without fail. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) (i. SWINTON, 
Persian Secretary to the Governor-General. 


Mr. Rickett’s Report of his Conference with the Vizer. 


Note. His Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor-General intimated 
to me on the 31st ultimo, that he had received a communication from his Excel- 
lency the Nawaub Vizier to the following effect: That Dr. Law, and not 
Dr. Wilson, was the physician of his choice: that he wished to remove from his 
service the four sons of Mirza Jafer, as they were obnoxious to him, from 
being in fact spies on his actions, and receiving very exorbitant salaries, about 
eight or nine thousand rupees a-month. That he was anxious for his son to 
be appointed Minister, and as Paishcars under him Hukeem Mehdee Alee Khan 
and Imaum Bukhsh; and that in many respects, he was much dissatisfied with 

ajor Baillie’s conduct towards him. That his Excellency had further stated. 
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on being asked why he had not expressed those sentiments in his conference 
with bis Lordship, that he had been deterred from doing so, as he had been given 
to understand that Mr. Swinton was a particular friend of Major Baillie’s, 


In consequence of this communication, his Lordship desired me to wait upon 
his Excellency and deliver the following message to him : 


That after the explicit and repeated declarations made to his Excellency by his 
Lordship, of the regard and friendship which he entertained for his Excellency and 
of his anxiety to learn his Excellency’s real sentiments, and to receive from him 
a frank and unreserved avowal of all his wishes, with a view to enable his Lord- 
ship satisfactorily to adjust all questions relating to his comfort prior to his 
Lordship's departure from Lucknow, he could not fail of being surprised that 
his Excellency should have resorted to irregular channels for the conveyance of 
his wishes, instead of making them direct to his Lordship, or through the legi- 
timate authorities ; and that his Lordship could in no way admit the validity of 
the cause assigned by him for not resorting to this course, as_ his Excellency 
ought to have been aware, from the peculiarly responsible and confidential 
situation which Mr. Swinton held, he could never allow his partiality (even 
admitting his alleged friendship for Major Baillic) to interfere, either directly or 
indirectly, with any of his official duties. That in the hope of his Excellency 
being fully satisfied in this point, his Lordship proposed to give his Excellency 
one more opportunity of disclosing his genuine feelings and sentiments, and for 
this purpose invited him to a conference in the evening. 


At about twelve o’clock I accordingly waited on his Excellency the Nawaub 
Vizier, who received tac in a private room, and I endeavoured, as well as my 
imperfect hnowledge of the Elindoostance language cnabled me, to convey the 
message from his Lordship. 


His Excellency, in answer, took pains to describe his full conviction of his 
Lordship’s kindness, and his hope that what had fallen from him regarding Mr. 
Swinton would not be conceived to imply any distespect towards that gentleman, 
of whom he had heaid the highest character. His Excellency then took a slip of 
paper from his cummerbund, and said that lic would repeat to ine the wishes which 
he had conveyed to his Lordship ; and his Excellency did accordingly state to 
me, from the paper, the circumstances explained iu the preceding part of this 
report, and observed that what he had so stated were his wishes. Lis Excel- 
lency next said, that the greater part of the requests which he had to submit for 
his Lordship’s consideration he had already diawn out; and taking a fold of 
paper® from his cummerbund, rcquested me to present it to his Lordship, 
adding, ‘‘ what I may have further to state I will put down on paper and deliver 
“ to his Lordship thisevening.” On taking my leave, his Excellency asked me, 
in a significant manner, if I thought that Major Baillic’s removal from Lucknow 
coulc be managed: to which I involuntary said, ‘*‘ What, has not Major Baillie 
‘ been a frieud to your Excellency?” His Excelleney answered, ‘ Perhaps 
“so; but I have many grievances to submit for his Lordship’s consideration.” 
The conference closed by my saying that, whatever his Excellency had to expect, 
either in respect to Major Baillie or to any other circumstance, that he had only, 
in conformity to his Lordship’s desire, to convey it in writing and to presene it to 
his Lordship, who would be prepared to give specific answers to each point of 
reference from his Excellency. 


Lucknow, (Signed) C. M. Rickerts. 
2d November 1814. 





Translation of a Paper (No. 3) delivered to Mr. Ricketts by his Excellency 
the Nawaub Vizier, 31st October 1814. 


On the day of my late father’s decease, neither the Resident nor any one of 
the English gentlemen attended the funeral When my grandmother died, the 
Resident in person attended the funeral. My late father was desirous to such a 
degree to manifest respect to the British Government, that he sent all the 

respectable 


* Forming No. 8 of the papers delivered by his Excellency. 
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respectable persons of his Court to attend the funeral of a female who had lived in 
the Resident’s house: several English gentlemen were also present. It is a 
matter of regret, therefore, that the Resident should not have gone in person, nor 
have sent any of the English gentlemen to attend the funeral of so great a Vizier, 
and so old a friend of the British Government. 


In the time of my late father, the Resident applied for a sunnud of the 
Chowdree and Canoongoee of the purgunnah of Sandee, in the name of the 
Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan; but ny father conceiving it to be the right of 
other persons would never consent. After my father’s decease, Major Baillie 
caused me to give the sunnud for the villages of the Jagier and the Chowdree 
and Canoongoee of the said purgunnah, and having pulled down the houses of 
several persons levelled them with the ground. On the occurrence of this, all the 
Chowdries of the said purgunnah abandoned their native home, and throughout 
the whole of my dominions the circumstances of this slight and lessening of my 
dignity became notorious. 


The Resident several times applied to my late father to shut up a high road 
which is contiguous to the Residency, and which had never been objected to b 
any of the former Residents, from the time of the first construction of the Resi- 
dency. My father observed, that it was not proper to shut up a high road and 
to occasion inconvenience to the people. After my father’s death the road was 
shut up by the Resident for several days, which occasioned the people to open 
their mouths in reproach against me. Not satisfied with this, the Resident con- 
structed a large and lofty gate which overtopped all my buildings ; and as the 
ingress and egress of the people of my durbar were necessarily established through 
the middle gate of my palace, the great gelow-khana (or open court) was 
rendered of no use. 


The whole world passes along the high road, and my rutt-khana (a place for 
bullock-carriages) is situated close to it. On the 10th of Shuvvaul (September 
1814) the people belencing to the Resident threatened the Chowdries of the 
rutt-khana with the punishment of any person who should bring a carriage or 
rutt, or cart, along that road. 


After my father’s demise, the Resident stationed British guards and sentries 
over the treasurics and jewel-rooms and other places, and he has not yet removed 
them. 


After my father’s death, the Resident forthwith proceeded to the dwelling of 
Goomanee Khanum, who was one of my late father’s ladies, and called her into his 
presence, totally regardless of my late father’s honour ; and in consequence of her 
connexion with Gorce Bebee (widow of General Martin), the Resident caused 
her allowance to be raised from two hundred to one thousand rupees per mensem. 


The females and servants of her late Highness Shums-oon-Nissa Begum, 
who received less than one theusand rupees per menseim in her life-time, had 
their allowances raised by the Resident to the amount of four thousand; so that 
it may be said, the whole jumma of the jagier was settled on them. 


The Resident bringing with him persons who never were entitled to sit down, 
caused them, in consideration of their connexions with him, to reccive chairs, 
contrary to the usages of this Government. 


The Resident, from motives of regard, caused an augmentation of five hun- 
dred rupees tu be made by me, contrary to custom, to the allowance of Casim 
Alee Khan, who was not in favour with my late father. 


Whosoever of my servants and dependants goes to the Resident receives 
encouragement from him; and being intoxicated with this, these people do not 
attend to my orders. 


The superintendence of the ladies of the muhls of the late Nawaubs, Salar 
Jung and Mirza Alee Khan (brother of the Bhow Begum), the distribution of 
their stipends, and the charge of all their other concerns, belonged to the 

Overnment since the time of Asuf-ood-Dowlah till my late father’s death. 
The Resident, although it is by no ergs proper that he should interfere in any 
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matter connected with the honour of our house, has removed my people, and 
placed the muhls under charge of Punnal Alee, the Vakeel of my grandmother 
the Bhow Begum. 


The Resident placed over me, I may say, the sons of Mirza Jafer from the 
day of my ascending the musnud, in such a manner that I never had a moment's 
privacy from them. Mirza Hajee, who was employed in the Resident’s service 
at a salary’of two hundred rupees per mensem, was appointed by him to be in 
attendance on me, and this person asked for himself an allowance of five thou- 
sand rupees per mensem, and of one thousand foreach of his three brothers. The 
Resident, although he himself performed all the duties, g@rcat and small, of this 
Government, did not in any manner restrain Mirza Hajee trom making so extra- 
vagant ademand. As, in the expectation of your Lordship’s arrival, I did not 
say “yes” or ‘‘ no” in any matter, so in this affuir I made no objection. 


The style in which the retinue of the Resident proceeds has been noticed at 
the end of the account of the circumstances relating to my father. On the day 
of the Resident’s coming to Enow (near Cawnpore), a horseman in my service 
was going along the same road. Notwithstanding every endeavour to take his 
horse aside, the animal being alarmed by the crowds of people and the beating 
aud kicking, reared up. According to the representation of the Resident's 
people, the rider drew his sword and sought to attack Captain Fortune. As I 
did not see the fray myself, I cannot deny any thing which may be said; but 
where the clothes even did not receive a scratch, it was not proper to seek to 
destroy a man’s life. ‘They drove a spear into his side and hip, in such a manner 
that he fell on the ground as if be had been killed. Hopes of his living are not 
entertained. Tyrannical kings have never prevented the people from going on 
the road in such a manner as thts. The English gentlemen cannot bear to 
injure even afeeble ant. The occurrence of this affair has lowered. me in the 
eyes of the people in the greatest degree. Had 1 been apprised of what had 
passed, I should have inquired into the case, and would have punished the 
offender in an exemplary manner as a warning to others. 


From the day of my ascending the musnud the Resident was in the habit of 
coming every day, of perusing the papers and accounts of the country, and of 
issuing, according to his own way, orders in answer to the pctitions of all the 
Aumils and others, whatever was the duty of the Government. Without requiring 
from me an answer to your Lordship’s letter of the 25th March to the address 
of my father, the contents of which had augmented his sense of obligation to 
your Lordship and his own satisfaction, Major Baillie proceeded to nominate the 
Ameens, asif I had no concern whatever with the affairs of the Government. 
The particulars of what is above briefly stated are these. However desirous I 
was that this affair should lie over until the arrival of your Lordship in this quar- 
ter, my wishes did not succeed ; but, onthe contrary. Major Baillie made more 
haste and dispatch, dividing the country into mubhals, and forming the Zillahs 
agreeably to the suggestions of Mirza Jafer, and dcputing Ameens, dependants 
of his own and dependants of his agents. If some, also, of my people were 
appointed, they were selected by the Resident himself, and IT had no voice in 
the matter. He assigned the muhal of Sandce propcr, the Chowdree’s right of 
which had been usurped by Moonshce Alee Nuckee Khan, to the nephew of that 
person, for the sake of giving support to oppression. For my own exculpation | 
addressed a note to the Resident, protesting against the Amecus as I know nothing 
about them. ‘To this, however, he paid no attention. When the joyful tidings 
of your Lordship’s approach were received, 1 pretended indisposition, to shorten 
his sittings with me for the dispatch of business. He gave orders to Moontuzim- 
oud-Dowlah, Mehdee Alee Khan, who had had the management of the affairs of this 
Government in the time of my late father, and also to Dya-Krishen, the princi- 
pal person of the dufter (or office of accounts), to attend bim daily at noon, when 
Le would give them such orders for the settlement of the country as he should sec 
proper: those persons accordingly attended him. In this case, what power and 
uuthority are left to me? 

A truc translation : 
(Signed) G. SWINTON, ; 
Persian Secretary to the G overnor-General. 
Translation 
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Translation of a Paper (No.4) delivered by his E.vcetlency the Nawaub Vizier 
to the Governor General, at a Conference held on the Evening of the 31st 
October 1814. 


Details of recent occurrences and of necessary requests. 


Article 1. The golaub baree (mausoleum), and other places which have 
passed out of my hands at Fyzabad. 


Aiticle 2. The augmentation to Casim Alee Khan, contrary to usage and 
the practice of former times. 


Article $3. The giving the place called Chunnet, which was a hunting place 
belonging to me, to Casim Alee Khan. 


Article 4. The release of the son of Beshesher Naut without his being 
called to account. 


Article 5. The wounding of the horseman without his being in fault. 
Article 6. The stopping the nobut at the great gate. 


Article 7. ‘The stopping up the high road and the constructing a large gate 
contrary to custom. 


Article 8. The intruding upon me, and giving expectations to the sons of 
Mirza Jafer, and fixing their allowances. 


Article 9. The allowance of the dependants of the late Begum (Shums- 
oon-Nissa), in comparison with what was fixed in her life-time, has been 
increased by him (the Resident) tenfold. Let that be fixed for them which 
they ieceived in her life-time. 


Article 10. The sending Ameens from among the relations of Mirza Jafer 
and those of his recommendation, and the stoppage of the receipts of revenue 
iu consequence of their deputation. 


Article 11. The removal of the English guards or sentries who were stationed 
after the demise of my father. (This is a request.) 


Article 12, Let Shums-ood-Dowlah and the mother of Jilal-ood-Dowlah 
give up what they hold in trust from my father. 


Article 18. When I propose to go ona hunting party let it not be forbidden. 


Article 14, Whereas I desire from my heart to be in every way on terms 
of unanimity and agreement with the Resident, and whereas, in consequence 
of the matters above stated and other circumstances, vexation, and dissatisfac- 
tion havé been occasioned to me by Major Baillie, as well as to my late father, 
who it is well known fell sick from this plague and vexation, therefore the 
removal of Major Baillie, and the appointment of another gentleman as 
Resident who may be occupied in manifesting friendship and conciliation (or 
respect) 1s necessary. 


Let my son, Nuseer-ood-Deen Hyder Khan, be appointed to the office of 
Naib (or Minister), and on the part of my son let Moontuzim-ood-Dowlah 
Mehdee Alee Khan, who enjoyed the confidence of my late father, and in 
whose charge was the management of the country and other affairs, and who 
in like manner is possessed of my confidence, be appointed, or let Sheikh 
Imam Bukhsh be appointed; but in my opinion, Moontuzim-ood-Dowlah is 
better for all affairs, for he is a man of integrity and above all temptation (lit. 
one whose eye is satiated, or who has nothing to desire), and of a high family. 
Under these circumstances, the business of the Government will be conducted 
by him with integrity and fidelity, for he has been approved ever since the time 
of my father. 

Let the system of Government be the sameas in the time of the late Nawaub, 
The new Ameens and other Omlah (officers) who have been appointed are 
quite unfit and inexperienced. Let them be dismissed, and let the regulation 


of the Government be after my manner, and let the English troops in time of 


need chastise offenders. 
Dr. Law 
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Dr. Law from the time of my late father holds the situation of physician, and 
isin my service. Let him continue to be so as before. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) § G. Swinror, 
Persian Secretary to the Governor-General. 





Report of a Mcissage from the Vizier to Mr. Swintonand Mr. Adam, delivered 
by Agha Meer, Tuesday 1st November. 


Agha Meer, the confidential servant of the Vizier, came with a message from 
his Excellency to Mr. Swinton and Mr. Adam. [le commenced by saying 
that he was desired by the Vizier to state that his Excellency did not compre. 
hend the conversation which passed yesterday evening at the Residency. 
That Mr. Clarke had given him to understand that the Governor-General was 
in his heart dissatisfied with Major Baillie, and that it would be pleasing to his 
Lordship to hear from the Vizier something that might be laid hold of against 
him. That his Excellency felt that he must have been deceived by Mr. 
Clarke, as that did not turn out to be the subject of the conference. He then 
went on to state that Mr. Clarke had formerly endeavoured to impress on the 
Vizier’s mind a belief that the Governor-General was secretly displeased with 
Major Baillie ; that the favourable terms in which his Lordship had spoken of 
Major Baillie at the conference at the Nawaub’s tent on the 11th of last month 
were merely intended as words of course; that his Lordship repented of 
having made use of them; and that, to gratify his Lordship and to procure 
Major Baillie’s removal, his Exceliency ought to represent Major Baillie’s 
conduct in the manner which he suggested : adding, that he would inform him 
of circumstances which had passed in the time of the late Vizier, and of others 
which had occurred since his Excellency’s accession, but to which his Excel- 
lency had not paid attention. That the Vizier replied, that he had no cause 
of discontent with Major Baillie ; that Major Baillie was his friend, and that 
to him he was indebted for the musnud, and that he would say nothing against 
him. That when Mr. Clarke continued to urge him to state grievances against 
Major Baillie, and to write a paper, he refused; but said, ‘‘ as it is his Lord- 
*¢ ship’s pleasure, do you write what you please and I will deliver it.” That 
Mr. Clarke did accordingly give a paper to the Vizier. 


That yesterday, after Mr. Ricketts had taken his leave of the Vizier, Mr. 
Clarke visited his Excellency : and after again urging his Excellency to speak 
against Major Baillie, gave him the paper which was delivered at the con- 
ference of yesterday, telling him to say, if it he should be asked any questions, 
that every thing was written in that paper. Agha Meer ended by saying, that the 
Nawaub had spent a sleepless night and was indisposed this morning, and was 
anxious to unburden his mind, and that his Excellency also wished that Mr. 
Swinton and Mr. Adam would do him the friendly office of informing Major 
Baillie of these circumstances. To this they replied, that it was their duty 
to report to the Governor-General any communication from the Vizier, but 
that Agha Meer must know that they were not the channel of communication 
to Major Baillie, and that it was, of course, optional with his Excellency to make 
such communication to Major Baillie as he might think proper. Agha Meer 
then said, that he was charged with a communication himself to Major Baillie 
of these circumstances, but that the Vizier wished them also, as his Excellency’s 
friends, to mention the subject to Major Baillie. Agha Meer was then asked 
whether all these particulars were communicated by the desire of his Excel- 
lency ? He replied, that they had been mentioned to him by his Excellency, 
and that he should now report what had passed, and would return with any 
further message which the Vizier might wish to send. 


In the course of conversation he repeatedly stated the Vizier’s friendship and 
regard for Major Baillie; and in answer to a question put to him he said, that 
his own observation did not lead him to suppose that any discontent against 


Major Baillie existed in the Vizier’s mind. During the conversation a 
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Meer appeared to recollect himself, and said there was another subject which 
he was to mention, namely, that Mr. Clarke had stated to the Vizier that the 
Governor-General was disposed to favour the appointment of Hukeem Mehdee 
and Imam Bukhsh to be the Naibs under his son, and that this subject was 
accordingly included in the paper. 
(Signed) J. ADAM, 
Secretary to the Government, Political Department. 
(Signed) G. Swinton, 
Persian Secretary to the Governor-General. 





Report of a Conference held by Mr. Swinton and Mr. Adam with the Vizier, at 
his £acellency’s Request, 2d November 1814. 


Yesterday evening Agha Meer returned with a message from the Vizier, 
desiring our company at breakfast this morning, that he might make a commu- 
nication to us: Agha Meer stated also, that Major Buillie was to be of the 
party. Having received your Lordship’s sanction and your instructions td 
request an audience of his Excellency in private, for the purpose of stating td 
his Excellency the tenor of Agha Meer’s previous communication, and of 
asking whether that person was authorized by his Excellency to convey any 
such message, we informed Agha Meer that we should attend his lixcellency, 
and we accordingly waited on him this morning. 


Shortly after our arrival we requested a private audience ; and having retired 
with his Excellency we began by stating that Agha Meer had yesterday com- 
municated a message on the part of his Excellency which we had reported to 
the Governor-General, and that his Lordship being anxious that the authen. 
ticity of it should be confirmed from his Excellency’s own mouth, had desired 
that we would request him to state whether the message was delivered by his 
order. His Excellencv nodded assent. 


We then proceeded to state the substance of it; but his Excellency inter- 
rupted us, by saying that Mr. Clarke had informed him that it was the 
Governor-General’s pleasure that his Excellency should state matter of incul- 
pation against Major Baillie, with whom his Lordship was dissatisfied. ‘That 
the paper was given to him by Mr. Clarke, who had deceived him by making 
him believe that such was his Lordship’s wish. ‘That Captain McLeod, Mr. 
Clarke, and Mr. Law, were concerned in this affair, and that he had dismissed 
them from his service, as they were the cause of interruption to the harmony 
between the parties (meaning, as he afterwards explained himself, the 
British Government and himself). His Excellency added, that he was pre- 
paring a letter to the Governor-General on the subject, and that what he had 
to say was written In it. 


His Excellency said, that he had been informed that the Governor-General 
had given an order that the nobut should beat; but that when he mentioned 
the subject at the conference on the evening of the 81st, be found, to his 
surprise, that it was perfectly new to his Lordship and the gentlemen attending 
the conference. 


The paper delivered by his Excellency to the Governor-General at the con- 
ference was then produced, and he was asked whether that was the paper which 
was written and given to him by Mr. Clarke on the day of the conference ? 
His Excellency, with some appearance of hesitation and confusion, replied 
that Mr. Clarke had ‘ given him the paper.” We then asked his Excellency 
whether the paper which he had delivered to Mr. Ricketts on the same day 
was also given him by Mr, Clarke; to which he replied in the affirmative, but 
With some deguce of confusion and hesitation, as in the former instance. This 
paper was also produced. 


His Excellency then went on to say, that his genuine sentiments and wishes 
were contained in the two first papeis delivered by him, and that those pre- 
sented on the day of the conference were dictated by Mr, Clarke and the others, 


and that they were not his papers. 
10 P His 
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His Excellency then looked over the paper delivered by him at the eon 
ference, and mentioned one or two articles in it as being to the same effect ne 
those contained in his former papers, To explain this, he said that Mr 
Clarke previously knew his Excellency’s real wishes, and had inserted them i. 
the latter papers as well as those articles of his own suggestion. He then 
particularly pointed out the article purporting that he was desirous that Major 
Baillie should be removed, saying ‘ that is not mine, it is theirs,” 


During the conversation, and while the papers were in the Vizier’s hand 
Agha Meer came in unsent for; and after whispering something to the Vizier, 
began to repeat the message which he had delivered yesterday, his Excellenc 
confirming the statement by words and gestures. Thinking Agha Meer’s 
presence inconsistent with the nature of the interview, and being satisfied that 
the message was authentic, and adverting to his Excellency’s declaration that 
he was stating in his letter what he wished to communicate to your Lordship, 
we observed to his Excellency that it appeared unnecessary to pursue the 
subject with Agha Meer, and he was accordingly dismissed. The remainder 
of the conversation consisted chiefly of a repetition of what is above stated, and 
of assurances, on our part, that his Excellency might state with perfect 
confidence and unreserve whatever he might wish to convey to the Governor. 
General, to whom it would be faithfully reported. 


The main point of the authenticity of the message having been attained, and 
his Excellency leading us to suppose that the letter would contain all that had 
been communicated by Agha Meer, we desisted from further inquiry. 


Major Baillic having arrived we sat down to breakfast; and a short time 
before we rose the Ictter for the Governor-General was brought and put into 


our hands. 


It seems proper to state, that previously to the delivery of the letter a Persian 
paper was brought to his Excellency, who desired it to be shewn to Major 
Baillie. Major Baillie declined reading it, and it was brought to Mr. Swinton, 
who perceiving that it was the draft or copy of a letter to the Governor- 
General declined the perusal, obscrving that when it was received by the 
(sovernor-General he should peruse it. Major Baillie, about this time, said to 
Mr. Adam that the perusal of the draft of his Ixcellency’s letter to the 
Governor-General had been tendered to him, and that he had declined reading 
it; we conclude, therefore, that the Persian paper in question was the draft 
of the letter afterwards delivered to us. 


On rising from table we reminded the Vizier of his having signified to us his 
desire to make a communication and our readiness to receive his commands. 
His Excellency then withdrew with us, leaving Major Baillie in the outer room. 
Ilis Excellency said, ‘* Present my respects to the Governor-General and 
‘« deliver that letter to him.” He then repeated, on our again putting the 
question to him, that the two first papers were those which contained his 
requests, with which he hoped the Governor-General would comply, and that 
the two last delivered were not his papers. 


We then rejoined Major Baillie, and after some indifferent conversation we 
all took our leave. 
(Signed) J. ADAM, 
Secretary to the Government. 
_ (Signed) G. Swinton, 
Persian Secretary to the Governor-General. 


From his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. (Reccived the 2d November 1814.) 
(After expressions of desire for a happy meeting): 


Mr. Clarke, and some other persons, for some time past have been in the habit 
of saying to me that a paper containing a statement of the faults of Majer 
Baillie should be prepared and given to your Lordship, I never would consent 


to this. At length, the day before yesterday, having brought a paper, Hi a 
ey); 
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they), in the way of deceit, stated that the giving of the paper to your Lord- 

ship would be the cause of pleasing you, and that your Lordship wished to 

receive from me a communication by which accusation might attach to Major 

Jiaillie. Of necessity, I conveyed the said paper to your Lordship, with a view 

to your Lordship’s pleasure; but I have in nowise any cause of complaint or 

dissatisfaction with that gentleman, and he is my frend, and is in every respect 

the well-wisher of the Hunourable Company’s Government, and not a word but 

matters of friendship and attachment has ever passed between us. As Mr. 

Clarke and the other persons had been the contrivers (or authors) of this deceit 

and insinuation (dit. spell or sorcery), I have therefore caused them to be 

dismissed from my service, because the retaining of such persons in my service 
js noWise proper. 

Further, may the days of your Lordship’s prosperity and happiness be perpetual. 

A true translation: 

(Signed) Gi. SWINTON, 
Persian Secretary to the Governor-General. 
(Signed) J. ADAM, 
Secretary to the Government. 


The Governor-General’s Afinute. 


Mr. Ricketts, Mr. Adam, and Mr. Swinton, will have the goodness to wait 
upon the Nawaub Vizier this morning, and will please to make to his Excellency 
the following statements : 

First. That I came to Lucknow with the most earnest wish to promote his 
dignity and satisfaction, by establishing all matters on what I conceive to be 
the Just and honourable construction of the treaty existing between the British 
Government and the State of Oude; but I have been so perplexed by contra- 
dictory communications of his Excellency’s wishes, that I really must be doubtful 
whether, inthe steps | take, I may truly advance his comfort. 


Second. That there 1s one point, at Ieast, in which I can feel secure. As his 
Excellency complained directly to Mr. Ricketts, my confidential secretary and 
friend, that it was a grievance to have had the sons of Mirza Jafer placed in 
his family with excessive salaries, for the purpose, as his Exccllency represented 
it, of superintending all his actions, I cannot err in freeing him fiom the pain- 
ful feeling which he professed to suffer, at not appearing in the eyes of his 
household and subjects as a free agent: I therefore earnestly solicit that his 
Excellency will not hesitate, should he think proper, in immediately dismissing 
from his service the four sons of Mirza Jafer, as well as any other private 
servants who may be obnoxious to htm. I make this request personal from 
myself, to mark to his Excellency, in this procedure, that 1 do not sanction any 
attempt to circumscribe his freedom of action in his private affairs. 


Third That another point which Iam desirous of bringing to his Excellency’s 
consideration is the nomination of a physician. That Mr. Wilson has been 
stated to the Governor-General, in the Vizier’s name, as the person whom his 
I'xcellency is desirous of employing in that capacity. That his Excellency, 
however, had stated to Mr. Ricketts, as also in his supplementary paper, in 
express terms, for the sanction of thc Governor-General, and that his Lordship 
had also heard it from various quarters, that his Excellency is anxious to 
employ Mr. Law. That this is an affair in which no other consideration but his 
Excellency’s unviassed wish can be permitted to operate; and that he is entreated, 
therefore, to name the physician of his real choice, without reserve or 
hesitation. 

Fourth. I wish it also to be distinctly stated to his Excellency, that although 
the firm establishment of the Vizier on the musnud of his ancestors, under the 
support and assistance of the British Government, must have put an end to any 
hopes which might have been entertained of disturbing the legitimate order of 
succession, yet the known expectations of the Nawaub Shums-ood-Dowlah, 
and his conduct at the period of the accession of his Excellency, cannot fail to 
render the continued residence of Shums-ood-Dowlah at Lucknow a source of 

uneasiness 


Bengal Politic 
Consultations, 
7 Mar. 1815. 





Letter 
from the Vizier 


Governor-Genc- 
ral’s Minute, 
3 Nov. 1814. 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
7 Mar. 1845. 





Governor-Gene- 
ral’. Minute, 
3 Nov. 1814. 


684 OUDE PAPERS. 


uneasiness and anxiety to his Excellency’s mind. That it mus¢ also be a source 
of uneasiness to the Nawaub Shums-ood-Dowlah himself, who carnot feel 
satisfied under the entire alteration of his condition since the decease of the late 
Vizier. ‘That viewing all these circumstances, the Governor-General is satis. 
fied that it is necessary, for the comfort and happiness both of his Excellency 
and of his brother, that the latter should retire from the territory of Oude and 
reside Within the dominions of the Honourable Company. 


That his Excellency’s known liberality would lead him, of his own accord, to 
assign an ample provision to his brother, and that, in the Governor-General’s 
opinion, every claim on his Excellency’s justice and generosity would be satis- 
fied, by fixing that provision at two lacs of rupees per annum. 


That if his Excellency concur in this proposition, which is earnestly recom- 
mended to him on the grounds above stated, the Governor-General will commu- 
nicate the arrangement to Shums-ood-Dowlah without delay, and carry it into 
immediate effect. 


Filth. That as I am very desirous not to leave any thing unsettled relative to 
those measures which I trust will be a guard to his Excellency’s happiness, and 
as tiv departure from Lucknow must be very speedy, I have commissioned Mr. 
Ricketts, Mr. Adam, and Mr. Swinton, to entreat the communication of his 
Excellency’s wishes respecting the appointment of a Minister and his subordi- 
nates, and that IT have empowcred those gentlemen to discuss that important 
subject fully with his Excellency. 


Sixth. That it 1s gratifying to me to believe, that the tenor of the answer 
which IF had been preparing to the public points stated in his Excellency’s first 
paper would have been satisfactory to his feelings. The British Government has 
no petty points to carry: it wishes the welfare and prosperity of his Excel- 
lency’s dominions, because it regards his interest as inseparable from our own ; 
and it studics that his Excellency should enjoy not only all the splendour 
and ostensible sway, but all the solid authority within his territories, which it 
was the honest meaning of the treaty to secure to the sovereign of Oude, sub- 
ject always to the advice and representations of the Governor-General directly, 
or through his representative at the court of Lucknow, on all measures affecting 
tLe interests of the two States. 


Seventh. I request that his Excellency may be distinctly given to understand, 
that this answer is kept back on account of the difficulty experienced by the 
Governor-Gencral in forming a judgment of the real sentiments and wishes of 
the Nawaub Vizier, in consequence of the contradictory statements which have 
been made. ‘These inconsistencies should be clearly pointed out, as they exist 
in the two papers first delivered, and the successive declaration and retractation 
of the requests contained in the papers delivered on the 31st ultimo, when his 
Excellency had, in the most confidential and unreserved manner, imparted to 
Mr. Ricketts, to be laid before the Governor-General, those very requests. His 
Excellency ought also to be apprized, that the gentlemen now charged with hav- 
ing instigated his Excellency against Major Baillic desire to attest on oath 
before the Council, that the agitation of the subject was spontaneously urged 
upon them by the Vizier and reluctantly submitted to by them. That to clear 
up these difficulties and to bring out his Excellency's genuine wishes, it is parti- 
cularly requested by the Governor-General that he will well weigh all the cir- 
cumstances, and allowing no bias or apprehension to interfere with him, finally 
to deliver to the Governor-General his ultimatum, stating distinctly and expli- 
citly the nature and object of the several wishes which his Excellency may have 


to prefer for the consideration of his Lordship. 


Fighth. It is farther to be explained to the Nawaul Vizier, that as Mr. Clarke 
is charged with having insinuated it to be the Governor-General’s wish to obtain 
grounds of crimination against Major Baillie, 1t behoves his Lordship to enquire 
distinctly whether his name has been mace use of by any one, to influence the 


Nawaub Vizier in sending the message of Agha Mcer to Mr. Adam and Mr. 
Swinton, 
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Swinton, or in framing his Exccllency’s last Ietter to the Governor-General : 
and the Nawaub Vizier is to be informed that the Governor-General puts that 
question in the most solemn manner to his Eacellency’s honour. 


Lucknow, (Signed) Mora. 
3d November 1814. 


Report of a Conference held by Alr. Ricketts, Mr. Adam, and Alr. Swinton, 
with His kweellency the Vizier, on the 4th of November 1814. 


His Excellency the Vizier reccived us at one of his villas (Arnott’s house), 
and having led us into a private room we opened the business of our deputation 
without delay. 


We informed him that we were commissioned by the Governor-General to 
make a communication to his Excellency on some matters of importance: that, 
for the sake of greater precision and correctness, the substance of it had been 
committed to writing; and that, with his Excellency’s permission, we would 
read over the paper, which Mr. Swinton held in his hand, from begining to end, 
without entering into any conversation on the subject, after which we would 
proceed to the discussion of each point separately, 


His Excellency having assented, Mr. Swinton proceeded verbally to translate 
the contents of the paper to the Vizier. He had scarcely pronounced the words 
referring to the contradictory statements made to the Governor General, before 
he was interrupted by his Excellency, exclaiming that his wishes were expressed 
in the two fiist papers; that Mr. Clarke and the others, by deceit. made him 
write the others, which he disclaimed ; that he had dismissed them from his ser- 
vice ; that he wished to withdiaw the papers; and that he would prepare 
auother, under his seal, containing his genuine wishes, and deliver it to the 
Governor-General. During this discourse he adveited to the circumstance 
regarding the nobut, s:ated at the conference of the 31st ultimo as that which 
had opened his eyes, and shewed him that the name of the Governor-Gencral 
had been used without authority, and that he had been deceived. ‘The eusy 
and natural manner in which these observations were made by the Vizier had 
every appearance of his speaking from the real dictates of his heart. 


When his Excellency had finished, we again requested his permission to read 
the paper to the end, and begged that he would reserve what he wished to com- 
municate to us until each point should be separately discussed. 


We beg leave in this place to state, that we pursued this method, 11 order that 
his Excellency being fully apprized of the subjects on which we were instructed 
to confer with him, might be relieved from any embarrassment or apprehension 
of what was to follow the discussion of any one question, and be encouraged 
to speak his mind fully on each. 


With some occasional interruptions from the Vizier, which it is not necessary 
to particularize in this part of our report, we accomplished the perusal of the 
paper. 

On hearing the cighth and last paragraph, his Excellency not quite compic- 
hending the nature of the solemn appeal to his honour which we were desired to 
make, appeared to be hurt at the suspicion which he conceived it to iinply that 
what he had said required such a confirmation. He repeatedly asserted in the 
most earnest manner, that what he had said of the practices of Mr. Clarke aud 
the other gentlemen was true; that they had influenced his mind by making 
use of the Governor-General’s name; and that their denial of the fact was 
entirely fulse. We again explained the nature of the question, observing how 
Important it was that the Governor-General should be satistied whether any 
unauthorized use had been made of his name: and we again put the question to 
him distinctly, whether his Lordship’s name had been used to influence him in 
sending to Mr. Adam and Mr. Swinton the message conveyed by Aga Meer, 
or in writing his last letter to the Governor-General, disclaiming the two last 
papers, and charging Mr. Clarke and the others with having improperly used 
the Governor-General’s name. His Excellency denied, in the most direct and 
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positive manner, that any person bad employed the Governor-Generul's name 
for these purposes, or that he had been influenced by any bias or apprehension 
of the displeasure of any one to send that message or write that letter, adding 
that they were the genuine dictates of his own heart. 


Ilaving satisfied ourselves that his Excellency fully understood the purport of 
the last paragraph, as well as that he had comprehended the whole of the pre- 
ceding ones, we conversed for a short time on indifferent topics, with a view to 
relieve his Excellency’s mind and attention and enable him to recollect himself, 


We then proceeded to state the substance of each article and discuss them 
separately. 

In reporting what passed on each, we shall give the substance of the remarks 
Which casually occurred during the first perusal of the paper, without distinguish- 
ing it from the more regular couversation which now ensued. 


First. Contradictory eae On this subject his Excellency repeated his former asse- 


of the Vizier’s wishes. 


Second, 


Jafer and other obnoxious House- 
hold Servants. 


verations, that Mr. Clarke and the others had deceived hitn, 
and led him astray by the use of the Governor-Gencral’s name to persuade him 
to inculpate Major Baillie; that Major Baillie was his friend; and that he bad 
no cause of complaint against him. is Excellency begecd that he might have 
the two last papers back. and said that he would prepare another, under his 
seal, containing his real seutiments. We at fist wished to avoid restoring the 
papers, saying that the contents having been communicated to the Governor- 
Gencral they must form matter of :ecord; but that they would not be con- 
sidered as expressive of his Excellency’s wishes, excepting in as far as they might 
be confirmed by the paper which he now proposed to deliver. On further con- 
sideration, however, we thought it advisable to return all the papers, telling his 
Excellency that we hoped they would be given back for the purpose of 
being recorded, and repeating our former assurance. The papers were accord- 
ingly delivered. In order to connect the subject, we have, in the foregoing 
statement, anticipated a part of what passed in conversing on the subject of 
naragraph 7. 


The Sons of Mirza) We readily perceived that his Exccllency’s disposition was 

ian to the sons of Mirza Jater, and that he was gratified 
by the manner in which he was encouraged to discharge 
them if they were disagiceable to him. He did not at first like to speak out; 
but he at last said that he would discharge them when they committed a fault, 
as it was not the custom to discharge servants suddenly aud without a colour- 
able cause; that it was disereditable to a man of rank to do so, and that it 
would shake the confidence of his other servants: adding that it did not 
become a prince suddenly to break the bearts of his servants. He concluded 
by saying, that as his Lordship had given lim permission to discharge such of 
hig household servants as he pleased, he would find an opportunity of dismissing 
the sons of Jafer. In order to give lits Excellency confidence on this subject, 
we went so far as to tell him that it was not only the Governor-General’s wish, 
as stated in the paper which he had heard read, that his Excellency should be 
entirely free in the choice of his domestic servants, but that it would be a posi- 
tive gratification to his Lordship to see dismissed from his service persons whom 
he felt assured were disagreeable to him. 


‘Third. The choice of a Physician. Whien we recurred to this point, his Excellency said that a 


communication had been made by Major Baillie, at his 
desire, to the Governor-General at Baroun, on the day of the elephant fight, 
respecting his desirc to employ Mr. Wilson; that he did not wish to employ Mr. 
Law ; that it was not proper to change one’s physician, and that 1t was not 
even the practice of the [:nglish gentlemen. We remarked on this, as delicately 
as we could, that as Mr. Law had been his Excellency’s physician, he would, 
by now selecting Mr. Wilson, do that which he condemned. His Excellency 
instantly, and in a manner calculated to convey complete conviction, exclaimes 
that Doctor Wilson was always the physician of his choice: that in his fathers 
life-time he used to procure medicines from him by stealth, although Mr. Law 


9 
was nominally his medical attendant: that he would never take Mr. Laws 
medicines, 
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medicines, whose attendance was disagreeable to a sick person. He then men- 
tioned an instance of Mr. Law having attended him in a serious illness in which 
he gave him great dissatisfaction : on the whole, we were fully persuaded, both 
by his Excellency s words and manner, that his genuine wish is to employ the 
services of Mr. Wilson. 


uth. Shums-ood-Dowlah. His Excellency fully acquiesced in the propricty of the 

remnoval of the Nawaub Shums-ood-Dowlah from the ter- 

ritory of Oude, and assented to his residing in any part of the Company’s 
dominions which he might prefer, naming of himself Benares or Patna. 


We then repeated the Governor-General’s opinion with respect to the amount 
of the stipend to be assigned to him. The amount appeared to his Iixecllency 
to be tuo great. Ie repeatedly said that he had many other brothers, who 
would also expect large allowances; and asked whether what Shums-ood- 
Dowlah received now was a trifle, calculating it at nearly a lac and a-half of 
rupees per annum. We observed, that the case of Shums-ood-Dowlah was too 
different from that of his other brothers, to admit of its being made a ground of 
claim on their part for an increase of stipend ; that his allowance was already 
much larger than those of his other brothers; that in his father’s life-time he had 
held a situation of high dignity and importance, and that his claims were pro- 
portionably great: that he was now deprived of all his authority and influence, 
and about to become an exile from his native country : that all these considera- 
tions onght to operate in his favour, as far as related to a liberal provision for 
him: that the removal or continued residence in Qude of the other brothers 
was a inatter refering only to his iexccllency’s pleasure, but that the removal 
of Shums-ood-Dowlah was a measure of State, recommended to him by the 
Governor-General on grounds of public expediency, and that thercfore, in this 
instance also, po analogy could be found between his situation and that of their 
younger brothers. We urged the importance to his Excellency’s reputation that 
his brother should not De sent away without a sufficient and even a liberal 
provision; and we instanced the case of his late father, who at one time received 
even three lacs of rupees perannum. This exccilency mformed us that he would 
consider the subject and give his As Wer without delay. We mformed him, that 
it was desirable to receive it carly, as in cases of this nature the adoption of’ 


the resolution should be instantly followed up by its execution: that on knowing: 


his Excelleney’s final sentiments, the Governor-General would communicate 
the arrangement to Shums-ood-Dowlah and carry it mto immediate effect. His 
Excellency intimated a wish, that the communication should be made by him- 
self to Shums-ood-Dowlah; but we recommended that no step should be taken 
until the question respecting the stipend was finally ananged. To this his 
Excellency assented. 


Ih, Apnointment of a Minis- His Excellency declined any discussion on this subject, 
his subordinates. and said that he would communicate bis wishes in Writing 


without delay. We observed, that on this question and the preceding one 
relative to Shums-ood-Dowlah, it would be satisfactory to receive an early 
communication of his Exccllency’s sentiments, as the Governor-General would 
he desirous of settling them before his departure from Lucknow, which was 
now drawing near. Lis Excellency replicd, that on these points he would 
write forthwith, reserving the others for a subsequent communication. 


a Re ing to the intended His Excellency cxpressed his full confidence in the Go- 

irik 4 Viner's first pape), | veryor-General’s justice, friendship, and kindness, and his 
6 the general principle on “ : . : 

the British Government will fOWN desire to act in a manner to merit them. He admitted, 


ite its conduct with relation to | in the fullest manner, the right of the British Government 


fate of Oude. and the Resident to offer advice in the measures of his 
Government, and his own obligations to square his conduct according to that 
advice, 


ge Feed Bs held on His Excellency said again, that he should prepare without 
of his pies mle er ae delay, under his seal, a statement of all his wishes. He 
by Mr. Clarke and the others ( 'cferred to the paper given at Cawnpore as containing his 
"charge alleged against them. J requests, and we took this occasion to point out some of the 

inconsistencies between the first and second papers: for 


example, 
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example, the articles relating to the system of collection and those relating to the 
courts of justice. Le said they would all be reconciled, and his real wishes 
given in the paper to be now prepared. With respect to the collections, he said 
that in Asuf-ood-Dowlah’s time, and in the early part of Saadut Alee’s, the 
system of amanec tuhseel prevailed, but that it was succeeded by the farming 
system, and that his wish was to revert to the former oue. 


On coming to the passage respecting the denial by Mr. Clarke and Captain 
McLeod of the charve of having urged him to inculpate the Resident, and of 
his Excellency’s having instigated them to do so, and their readiness to attest this 
on oath, his Excellency pointedly and repeatedly declared, as he had done before, 
that it was false, and that whatever oaths they might take they were unworthy 
of belief: that for himself, he was now so displeased with their conduct, that 
he had dismissed them from his service. We pursued this subject for some time, 
and his Excellency in the course of the conversation, partly of hisown accord 
and partly in reply to our questions, said that Mr. Clarke, Captain McLeod, Mr. 
Law, and Mr. De L’Etang, consulted together in this business: that Captain 
McLeod used to speak to him on the subject when they drove out together in 
acarriage, which his Excellency had got from Captain McLeod: that Doctor 
Law also used to speak to him on these matters; and that he first suggested 
the removal of Major Baillie, whose enemy he was, because he ascribed to his 
(Major Baillie’s) influence the Vizier’s preference of Doctor Wilson to Mr. Law 
as a medical attendant: that Mr. Ciarke frequently gave advice and prepared the 
papers for him: that he had no direct communication with Mr. De L’Etang, 
but that he was a party to the consultations: that his Excellency delivered the 
two last papers under the impression which he had received from Mr. Clarke’ 
and the other gentlemen, that the Governor-General would be gratified by it. 
His Excellency further declared, that he fully understood Mr. Rickett’s com- 
munication to him on the occasion of his visit to his Excellency on the 81st of 
October, and that what he then said to Mr. Ricketts was prompted by Mr. 
Clarke. We expressed some surprise at so sudden a change in his Eixcelleney’s 
sentiments in the short period which elapsed between the conference at which 
he delivered his last paper, and the deputation of Agha Meer. His Excellency, 
without the least embarrassment or hesitation, replied, ‘‘ There was a cause. 
«| On my mentioning at the conference the nobut, I plainly observed that 
‘neither his Lordship nor yourselves seemed to know any thing about it, 
‘¢ whereas I had been distinctly given to understand that my wish for the nobut 
‘¢ to beat at the new nobut-khana had been stated to his Lordship, and they 
‘* told me to beat it without delay as his Lordship had sanctioned it. Seeing 
‘s that the circumstance was new to his Lordship, it instantly struck me that 
«¢ deception had been practised upon me. I passed asleepless night, and the 
‘“* next morning I, of my own free will, determined to dismiss Mr. Clarke 
‘© and the others from my service, and sent the message by Agha Meer.” 


We concluded by repeating what we had said during the conversation above 
reported, that the Governor-General had no object but the promotion of his 
Excellency’s dignity, comfort, and satisfaction. That to enable his Lordship 
tu give cffect to this desire it was necessary that he should know the full extent 
of his Excellency’s wishes, we therefore entreated him to conceal nothing ; 
and as a proof of the advantage of declaring his wishes without reserve, we 
instanced the nobut, of which the Governor-General would have had no know- 
ledge, and in which his Excellency’s wishes could not have been obtained if he 
had not imparted it to the Governor-Gencral. 


His Excellency fully comprehended all that we said to him, and made short 
notes of some of the points which were the subject of the conference. 


The whole of his Excellency’s manner and conversation impressed us with 
aconviction that he spoke to us with freedom and confidence. He was 
perfectly unembarrassed, and in the intervals of the conversation on business 
conversed with gaiety and cheerfulness on common topics. Among other 
matters, on one of us inadvertently styling Captain Mc.Leod ‘* Major,” he 


corrected the mistake, and said, in a jJocular marner, “ Mr. Clarke ordered ve 
‘ servan 
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«© servants to call kim Major, and wished me to make him an Aide-de-Camp.”’ 
His Excellency, seemed highly amused at this story. 


We took our leave after a conference of upwards of three hours’ duration. 


(Signed) C.M. Ricketts, 
J. ADAM, 
Secretary to the Government, Political Department. 


(Signed) G. SWINTON, 
Persian Secretary to the Governor-General. 


From His Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. (Written the 4th November 1814.) 


Not having discerned the drift of the counsel and the insidious views (2é. 
deceit and incantation) of Mr. Clarke and the others, I lately gave to your 
Lordship the papers those persons wrote and brought to me. Now that I place 
no trust in the counsel of those persons, and doubt and uncertainty have arisen 
in my mind, so in like manner I entertain doubt and distrust respecting the 
contents of the papers in question. Under these circumstances, I hope, from 
your parental kindness and favour, that your Lordship will be pleased to 
return to me the whole «f those papers, that after carefully examining and 
considering their contents, I may commit to paper whatever necessary and 
proper requests it may be my wish and desire to bring before your Lordship, 
when I will affix my seal to the paper and transmit it to your Lordship, for 
in every respect [ hope for the prosperity and success of my affairs from your 
Lordship. 

A true translation : 
(Signed) Cito. SWINTON, 
Persian Secretary to the Governor-General. 


From his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. (Received the 7th November 1814.) 
(After +. pressions of desire for a personal mecting. ) 


It must be quite clear and evident to your Lordship, that it is very difficult to 
regulate the affairs of the State, and to transact all business connected with the 
civil and revenue branches of the Government, without the appointment of a 
trusty and faithful Minister possessed of integrity and honesty. I consider my 
prosperity and welfare to depend on your Lordship’s parenval favour and 
kindness, and [ wish that all the arrangements of my Government should be 
made with the sanction of your Excellency’s concurrence and advice: I there- 
fore propose that Kace Dya-Krishen, who has hitherto been employed in 
keeping the civil and :evenue accounts, should be confirmed in that office. 
It was also my intention formerly, that the management of the civil and 
revenue affairs should be committed to Rajah Bhuwanee Purshad, because he 
had apparently acquitted himself well on the part of the late Almass Alee 
Khan in the setthkement and management of many muhals. As I do not, 
however, possess a thorough knowledge, such as is requisite, of all the cireum- 
stances of bis charactei, it is therefore most advisable and expedieat that I 
should nominate and appvint, on the part of my dear son Mirza Nuseer-ood- 
Deen Hyder Khan, the respectable Agha Meer, of whose virtue, integrity, 
honesty, fidelity, and attachment, I entertain a high sense, that he may be 
entrusted with the conduct of affairs and carry on the business of the State. 
As the communication of this affair to your Lordship is one of my indispensable 
duties, I now state it in writing. Your Lordship having returned to me the 
papers of requests which [ formerly gave to you, it is now my intention, after 
your Lordship’s depaituie, to prepare a paper under my seal, which shall 
contain my necessary requests, and to transmit it in a letter to your Lordship, 
with the hope that you will be pleased to signify your acquiescence in those 
requests by returning the paper to me with your seal affixed. 

Further, may the days of your happiness be perpetual. 

A true translation : 


(Signed ) G. Swinton, 
Persian Secretary to the Governor.General. 


10 R To 


Bengal - Pajitic 
Consultations, 


7 Mar. 1815. 


wwe = 


Letter 
from the Vizier 


Letter 
from the Vine 


Potitical : 
Consultations, 
7 Mar. 1815. 


Letter from 
Governor General. 





Letter 
fiom Secretary to 
Government. 


Communication 
from the Vizier. 


890 OUDE PAPERS. 


To his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. (Written the 8th November 1814.) 


I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter. (Recapitulate 
contents of letter received 7th November.) 


The arrangement which your Excellency has proposed, namely, that Raee 
Dya-Krishen should be continued in his present office of adjusting the accounts 
of the civil and revenue branches of your Government, and that Agha Meer 
should be appointed on the part of your Excellency’s son, Mirza Nuseer-ood- 
Deen Hyder, to transact the business of the State, appears to me to be entirely 
unobjectionable: and as I could have no desire but that your Excellency’s 
wishes should be fulfilled in every respect where some marked consideration of 
our common interest did not oppose them, I have only to signify my cheerfut 
concurrence in your Excellency’s proposition. 

A tiue copy : 
(Signed) G. Swinton, 
Persian Secretary to the Govornor-General. 


To Captain McLeod. 
Sir: 

I am directed by his Excellency the (rovernor-General to transmit to you the 
enclosed memorandum of the substance of a communication made to his Lord- 
ship by his Excellency the Vizier, and to desire that you will state in writing, 
for his Lordship’s intormation, any explanation which you may wish to offer, 
relative to the charge which it involves against you of interfering in the public 
affairs of the Government of Oude. 

I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. ADAM, 
8th November 1814. Secretary to Government. 


The same to John Law, Esq. and Mr. De L’Etang. 





Substance of a Communication from His Excellency the Vizier to the 
Governor-General. 


That Captain McLeod, Mr. Law, Mr. Clarke, and Mr. De L’Ftang, had 
invited and encouraged his Kacellency to lay betore the Governor-General 
matter of charge against Major Baillic, with a view to accomplish his removal 
from the office of Resident at Lucknow, and that they informed his Excellency 
that by this procedure be would gratify the Governor-General, who was dis- 
pleased with Major Baillie. His Excellency states, that this subject was pressed 
upon him at various times by Captain McJ.cod, Mr. Clarke, and Mr. Law; and 
that although he had no personal communication with Mr. De L’Etang, that 
gentleman was a party in the consultations of the others. That Captain McLeod 
was accustomed to take the opportunity of accompanying the Vizier to drive 
out in a carriage, to converse with his Excellency on the subject. That Mr. Law 
first suggested taking measures for effecting the removal of Major Baillie, being 
hostile to that officer from a belief that the Vizier was influenced by him to prefer 
Mr. Wilson to Mr. Law as his medical attendant. ‘That Mr. Clarke frequently 
urged him to bring forward matter of inculpation against Major Baillie, and 
persuaded him that by so doing he would please the Governor-General. That 
on his urging his Excellency to draw up a paper containing matter of that 
description, his Excellency refused, but at length told Mr. Clarke to write what 
be pleased and he would present it, being led to believe that it was the Governor- 
General’s desire. That Mr. Clarke accordingly prepared and gave him a paper. 
That the discourse held by the Vizier with Mr. Ricketts, at that gentleman's con- 
ference with him on the 31st October, was prompted by Mr. Clarke and was to 
the following effect: viz. that Doctor Law, and not Doctor Wilson, was the 
physician ot his Excellency’s choice; that he wished to remove from his service 
the four sons of Mirza Jafer, as they were obnoxious to him, being in fact spies 
on his actions,and receiving very exorbitant salaries, about eight or ninc thousand 
rupees a month; that he was anxious for his son to be appointed Minister, and 


Hukeem Mehdee Alee Khan and Imam Bukhsh, Paishcars under him; and oe 
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in many respects, his Excellency was much dissatisfied with Major Baillie’s 
conduct towards him. 


That after Mr. Ricketts took his leave, Mr. Clarke waited on His Excel- 
lency, and gave him the paper which he presented to the Governor-General at 
the conference which he held with his Lordship at the Residency on that 
evening. 


His Excellency has further stated, that Mr. Clarke informed him that the 
Governor-General was a a to favour the appointment of Hukeem Mehdee 
and Imam Bukhsh to be Naibs under his son. 


(Signed) J. ADAM, 
Secretary to Government. 
To James Henry Clarke, Esq. 
Sir: 

1. Iam directed by his Excellency the Governor-General to transmit to you the 
enclosed memorandum of the substance of a communication made to his Lord- 
ship by his Excellency the Vizier, and to desire that you will statc in writing, for 
nis Lordship’s information, any explanation which you may wish to ofter, relative 
to the charge which it involves against you of interfering in the public affairs of 
the Government of Oude. 


2. A copy of the paper stated to have been given by you to the Vizier 1s 
enclosed, aad you will be pleased to return it to me. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) J. ADAM, 
sth November 1814. Secretary to Government. 


To J. Adam, Fsq., Secretary to the Government. 
Sir; 
i only to-day had the honour to receive your letter of yesterday’s date, covering 
a memorandum of the substance of a communication made to his Excellenc 
the Governor-General by his Highness the Vizier, and requiring of me suc 
explanation, for his Lordship’s information, relative to the charge it involves 
against me as I may wish to offer. 


I most solemnly deny that I ever invited his Highness the Vizier to lay before 
his Excellency the Governor-General matter of charge against Major Baillie, 
with a view to effect his removal from office; but admit, that I agreed with his 
Highness in opinion, that the removal of Major Baillie was essential to the esta- 
blishment of his authority and independence. 


i also most solemnly deny, that I ever led his Highness to believe that the 
Governor-General would be gratified by any such procedure, or that he was 
displeased with Major Baillie. It is, consequently, unnecessary to state that I 
never pressed these subjects upon his Highness. 


Tt is true that I was in the habits of attending his Highness of an evening to 
drive out with him in his carriage, at his particular desire, and that he on those 
Occasions always assailed my ears with his grievances, and that I was constrained 
to hear him from motives of humanity, my feelings having been excited by them. 


In conclusion, I have only to express my firm belief, that the person named 
Agha Meer, in the service of the Nawaub, acting in the interest of another or 
Others, has betrayed and deceived his master; that he has been in the habits 
of fabricating stories and making use of the Governor-General’s name, in a 
manner to intimidate the Nawaub to make the subsequent declaration detailed 
in your memorandum. Should his Lordship be pleased to order an investigation 
into this matter, I hope to be able to prove to his satisfaction, on the evidence 
of several persons on oath, that my representation is founded in truth. 


I have, &c. 


Lucknow, (Signed) D. McCrop, 
9th November 1814. Captain, Engineers. 
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To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to the Government. 
Sir : 

I have had the honour to receive your letter of the 8th instant, enclosiny 
@ memorandum of the substance of a communication made to his Excellency 
the Governor-General by his Excellency the Vizier, and desiring that I ee 
state in writing, for his Lordship’s information, any explanation which | ma 
wish to offer, relative to the charge which it involves against me of interferin> 
in the public affairs of the Government of Oude; enclosing also a Copy of 4 
paper stated to have been given by me to the Vizier, and which I have tho 
honour to return to you herewith, agreeably to your desire. 


In answer to the substance of the communication, IT bave the honour ty 
request that you will be pleased to inform his Excellency the Governor-Ge. 
neral, that I never invited his Excellency the Vizier to lay before the Governor. 
General matter of charge against Major Baillie, with a view to accomplish his 
removal from the office of Resident at Lucknow, nor have I ever informed his 
Excellency the Vizier that such a procedure would gratify the Governor. 
General. I never urged his Excellency the Vizier to draw up a paper con. 
taining matter of charge against Major Baillie, nor have I ever framed a word, 
sentence, or article of sucha nature. I have never reccived orders or leave 
from his Excellency the Vizier to draw up a paper of that description, nor have 
T ever solicited orders or leave to that eflect. I attended his “xcellency the 
Vizier to the review and to breakfast on the same day at the Residency, but 
did not attend him home from the Residency afte: breakfast. It was not 
likely I could have known in the morning before the review or breakfast, that 
Mr. Ricketts, the principal Private Secretary to the Governor-General, would 
visit the Vizier on that day, or at any subsequent period; nor did I see, hear 
from, or send to the Vizicr after breakfast on that day, until late in the even- 
ing, and after Mr. Ricketts had been with him, when I happened to attend to 
ask his Excellency the Vizier if he had any commands for me, and he desired 
me to go home, dress, and come and attend him to dinner at the Residency. 
I declare, that the discourse lield by the Vizier on that day, the 31st October, 
or at any other period, to Mr. Ricketts, as stated in the memorandum or other- 
wise, was not prompted by me: and I most solemnly declare before God, that 
the Persian paper of which I have been favoured with a copy, signed by George 
Swinton, Esq., Persian Secretary to the Governor-General, was never framed, 
or drawn up, or copied by me, under my eye, or by my order or direction ; and 
I most solemnly declare befcre God, that so far from giving that paper to the 
Vizier (and I beg leave to repcat and declare that I did not give it), I did not 
give any paper whatever after Mr Ricketts took leave of the Vizier that even- 
ing, nor in the morning, nor during that day, nor did 1 cause or direct any 
paper to be given to him on that day. May I beg the favour of your adverting 
to and reflecting on the improbability that the Vizier, a man of education, of 
forty years of age, and a prince, would give an unlimited authority to me, or 
any other person, to frame a paper of such importance and magnitude, and 
contrary to his own judgment and diseretion, and without grounds; the impio- 
bability that he would present a paper of that description, really not framed or 
approved of by himself, to the Governor-General, and the improbability that I 
should be in possession of all the matter contained in that paper, and capable 
of arranging it as itis in a foreign language, in which Major Baillie knows that 
I am not a proficient, and which in fact I have never studied or acquired any 
considerable smattering of. Captain McLeod has authorized me to say, that 
he has received satisfactory information respecting that paper, cés. that Hukeem 
Melidee Alee Khan, by authority of the Vizier, delivered it to the Vizier, and 
Hukeem Mehdee Alce Khan has acknowledged this to Captain McLeod. 
Whilst the Vizier was waiting for Mr. Wilson to come to attend him to the 
Residency that evening, Captam McDeod and I saw Hukeem Mehdev Alee 
Khan put two papers, one after the other, into the Vizier’s hands, uttering 
some words in a low tone, which we did not understand; nor did we know 
what papers these were, but the Vizier put them into his pocket 


In regard to what the disposition of the Governor-General respecting the 


appointment of Ministers and other office:s under the Vizier might be expected 
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to be, whenever the Vizier occasionally adverted to or dropped a word confi- 
dentially in the course of conversation on such subjects, I thought it my duty 
to state, when I could not help replying and was urged by his anxiety, that he, 
the Vizier, had every thing to hope and to expect from the justice, liberality, 
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kindness, and enlightened and expanded mind of the Earl of Moira, as to his from Mr. Clarke. 


(the Vizier’s) independence, comfort, happiness, and wishes, as far as might be 
reasonable and practicable. That my situation in the family of the Vizier for 
many years rendered me subject to hear such topics, both from the late and 

resent Vizier, I lament, and request that you will be pleased to state to his 
Lordship, that I shall ever continue to lament it, and that I solicit pardon for 
any incorrectness on my part on what has passed, and beg leave to apologize 
for inaccuracies in form, &c. in this letter. 


I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. H. Crarxe. 
9th November 1814. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to the Government. 
Sir: 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter under date 
the 8th instant, transmitting, by direction of his Excellency the Governor- 
General, a memorandum of the substance of a communication made to his 
Lordship by his I’xcellency the Vizier, and desiring that I will state in writing, 
for his Lordship’s information, any explanation which I may wish to offer, rela- 
tive to the charge which it involves against me of interfering in the public affairs 
of the Government of Oude. 


2, It is with feelings of extreme mortification and unfeigned regret, that after 
a residence at Lucknow for upwards of five years, during the whole of which 
period I enjoyed with mnimpeached integrity a confidential situation in the 
household of his F.hness the late Vizier, 1 find myself most unexpectedly 
called upon, within a few months of his death, to answer charges preferred by 
his son, of a nature so scrious as those conveyed in his communication to the 
Governor-Gencral, and which, as far as regards me personally, may be reduced, 
I believe, to the following heads : 


First. —Havin,, in concert with Captain McLeod, Mr. Clarke, and Mr. 
De L’Etang, invited and encouraged his Excellency to lay before the Gover- 
nor-Gencral matter of charge against Major Baillie, with a view to accomplish 
his removal from the office of Resident at Lucknow, and informing his Ex- 
cellency that by such a procedure he would gratify the Governor-General, 
who was displeased with Major Baillie. 


Secondly.— Pressing this subject upon his Execllency at various times, 


Thirdly.— Suggesting the taking measures for eflecting the removal of 
Major Buillie, being hostile to that officer, from a belief that the Vizier was 
influenced by him to prefer Mr. Wilson to myself as his medical attendant. 


8. Disclaiming, as I do in the most solemn manner, any and every communi- 
cation of the nature alluded to with his Excellency the Vizier, Iam really at a 
loss for language which, while it preserves the respect due to his Excellency’s 
rank, shall convey in a sufficiently peremptory manner, that most unconditional 
denial of the whole of the charges in question, which I feel it due to my character 
to record in refutation of them. 


4. When IJ advert to that degree of intimacy between his Excellency the 

izier and myself, which was induced by my constant attendance on the person 
of his father and himself, to the very high opinion of me which his father, in his 
presence, was pleased so repeatedly to express, and to the many assurances of 
affectionate regard which I have received from himself, both before and after his 
accession to the musnud, I am unable to conjecture from whence the idea of 
preferring these charges against me has originated in the mind of his Excellency. 


5. Had these charges been confined to an interference in the public affairs of 
the Government of Oude, 1 should have contented myself with this most 
10 8 unequi- 
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unequivocal denial of them, and with challenging the production of the slightest 
shadow of a proof in confirmation of his Excellency’s assertions. As, however, 
he has thought proper not only to tax me with a conduct which I most solemnly 
disavow, but to assign as a motive for that conduet an hostility to Major Baillie, 
from a belief that the Vizier was influenced by him to prefer Mr. Wilson to 
myself as his medical attendant, I think it my duty to submit, for the information 
of his Excellency the Governor-General, the following statement of the only 
communications I have had with the Vizier since his accession to the musnud, 
regarding my own appointinent. 


6. In the month of July, soon after the Vizier was placed on the musnud, I 
received not only the usual complimentary presents, but several polite messages 
to enquire after the state of my health, which was at that time much affected by 
a severe attack of the gout. A few days subsequent to his accession, I was 
further honoured by a visit from himself in person, accompanied by the Resident, 
and he was shortly afterwards pleased to repeat his visit attended by Captain 
McCleod. On those occasions, his Excellency was kind cnough to evince the 
most tender concern at my illness, and to express an earnest hupe that I should 
soon be sufficiently recovered to resume my attendance on his person; requesting, 
at the same time, that I would on no account endanger a relapse by venturing 
out too svon, as he found himself in the enjoyment of most perfect health. 


7. On the 6th of August, being sufficiently recovercd to go out, though 
extremely weak, I paid my respects to the Vizier at the usual hour of breakfast, 
and continued in attendance from that day until the 10th, being on every occasion 
received with the most marked and friendly attention. While at breakfast on 
that day, His Excellency evinced symptoms of indisposition and immediately 
retired to his apartments, to which I followed him, as I had been accustomed to 
do his father in his lire-time. On my arrival at the door, I was informed by the 
sentry that I could not be admitted. Conceiving this, however, to be a mistake, 
I proceeded to another entrance, when to my great surprize I found his Excel- 
lency and Mr. Wilson in consultation together. I immediately apologized for 
my Intrusion and retired. On the succeeding morning similar circumstances 
occurred with regard to the Vizier’s illness, and I was proceeding to his apart- 
ments, when I was mct by the Resident, who informed me that the Vizier was 
unwell, that he had a message to deliver to ine from his Excellency, the purport 
of which was to the following effect: that the Vizier was distressed beyond 
measure at my having found himself and Mr. Wilson in consultation together on 
the preceding morning, and was anxious to prevent a similar occurrence; that he 
was desired by the Vizier to state to me that he entertained the highest respect 
and esteem for my character; that he considcred me as his friend; that as Mr. 
Wilson had attended on his person ior the last ten years, he had the greatest 
confidence in his abilities as a professional man, and was desirous of retaining 
him as his physician. At the same time he trusted that I would not be offended 
at this communication, as he was anxious to continuc me in his service; that 
the arrangement proposed was, that Mr. Wilson should be the Vizier’s personal 
surgeon, and myself surgeon to his household. Major Baillie remarked, that E 
must be well aware that the Vjzier had a right to appoint any medical gentleman 
he thought proper: to which I answered, ‘‘ most assuredly, but not at the 
expense of my feelings.” After some trifling conversation I tock my leave. 
On my return home I addressed a note to Major Baillie, a copy of which, toge- 
ther with his reply, accompanics this letter. 


8. The agitation produced upon my mind by these communications brought 
on so severe an attack of the gout, that I was again confined to my room; and 
whilst labouring under this relapse, being anxious to ascertain how far the 
Vizier's sentiments corresponded with his former professions of regard and 
attachment, I addressed a letter to him in Persian, intimating the nature of 
Major Baillic’s communications, and requesting to know if I was to consider It 
as declaratory of his Excellency’s intentions. The Vizier’s reply was in substance 
similar to Major Buaillie’s verbal intimation. It was then my Intention to have 
resigned my appointment; but, prior to my adoption of this line of conduct, I 
thought it advisable to sec his Excellency, and accordingly waited on him as 


soon as the state of my health permitted. On my entering his apentaiene sit 
izier 
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Vizier appeared in great agitation, and ere I had time to acquaint him of the 
object of my visit cmbraced me most cordially, and with tears in his eyes declared 
that in his late conduct towards ine he was not a free agent, but had acted in 
conformity to the orders of the Resident, with whom the whole had originated; 
that it was in obedience to Major Baillie’s directions that he had consulted 
Mr. Wilson, and that his regard for me was unalterable. His Excellency con- 
cluded this conversation by a request that I would rest satisfied for the present 
with these assurances, and on no account think of leaving his service. 


g Shoitly subsequent to this I received messages to a similar eflect from 
Captain McCleod; and these at later periods have been repeated through the 
same channel, as well as through Mr. Claike; in every instance, I have under- 
stood from both these gentlemen, at the earnest and cxpress desire of his 
Excellency. 


10. On the occasion of the birth of my child in August, his Excellency took 
this further opportunity of evincing hi> attention and regard by a present of 
ornaments and dresses for the infant. 


11. I continued in regular attendance on his Excellency’s person; and while 
encamped at Cawnpore he one evening invited me to accompany him on an 
excursion down the river. Onour meeting he took one of my hands in both of 
his, and without any prefatory discourse informed me that Mr. Wilson had 
sent him various medicines at different times, none of which he had however 
taken. In the course of the evening he again expressed a hvcly interest in my 
welfare, and on our return to the shore requested my company to dinner. 


12. The ensuing morning, during our tide, his Excellency observed, with his 
accustomed familiaity, that he did not approve of the howdah in which I was 
seated, and ordered his attendants immediately on their return to furnish me 
with a better, which I accordingly received. ‘The Vizier on this day also applied 
to me for medicines, a requisition which was of course complied with. 


13. From that period until the 2d November I experienced from his Excel- 
lency every mark of friendly and polite attention: but on the latter date I 
received a sum of money from his trcasury, accompanied with a receipt specify- 
ing the same to be the amountof the salary due to me up to that day. This I 
considered us equivalent to a dismissal from his Excellency’s service, and since 
that period all personal intercourse between the Vizier aud myself has necessa- 
rily ceased. 


14. Having thus, to the best of my recollection, furnished a succinct account 
of all my communications with his Excellency since his accession to the musnud, 
it only remains for me to state, that prior to that event, and during the whole 
period of my employment in the service of his father, I was on terms of the 
most confidential intercourse with the present Vizier; that 1 attended him 
throughout many dangerous illnesses both by day and night, administered medi- 
cines to him repeatedly with my own hands, and reccived innumerable assurances 
of the utmost gratitude for my attention. 


15. From whence the sudden alteration in his Excellency’s opinion, as indi- 
cated by his conduct of the 2d of November, arose, it is not my province tu 
determine; nor shall I attempt to draw the slightest inference from the foregoing 
statement, either with a view to reconcile his Excellency’s late treatment of me 
with his former profession, or to inculpate any of the parties whose names have 
been incidentally mentioned. 


16. Tam conscious of having fulfilled, to the utmost of my ability, the duties 
of the situation to which I was appointed by the Government five years ago, and 
I throw myself upon the candour and justice of the Governor-General to deter- 
nine how far the circumstances I have here faithfully detailed for his Lordship’s 
information tend to acquit or to convict me of the charges involved by the Vizier’s 
communication. 

T have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Law, 
10th November 1814. Surgeon. 
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To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
My dear Baillie: 

If the conversation that passed between us this morning conveyed the senti- 
ments of the Nawaub, it is evident heno longer wishes for my services ; for it ig 
not very likely that Government will allow his Excellency two full surgeons from 
the establishment, one as his personal surgeon, the other to attend his household, 
I therefore feel that what passed between us wasa delicate hint for me to retire, 
which I am afraid I must do, being the only line of conduct which I can adopt 
to preserve my reputation in the service, as well as to save me many mortifica- 
tions hereafter. 

Your’s sincerely, 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Law. 

lith August 1814. 





To Mr. Surgeon Law. 
My dear Law: 

The explanation which I conveyed to you this morning was communicated 
with a view to your satisfaction, by the express desire of his Excellency the 
Vizier, who entertains the most friendly regard for you, and wishes to retain you 
in his service on the same footing exactly as you were in his father’s, with the 
single exception which I stated, Your conjecture regarding the views of Govern. 
ment is in my opinion premature. No additional drain from the Company's 
medical establishment is intended by the arrangement proposed, and my friend- 
ship for you would induce me to regret very much your persisting in the view 
which you have taken of the nature and object of the communication which I 
made to you this morning by his Excellency the Vizier’s desire. 


Iam, &c. 
Residency, (Signed) J. Bariuie. 
11th August 1814. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Sccretary to Government. 





Sir: 
In answer to the letter with which you have this day honoured me, and de- 
sired 1 would answer to a copy of the substances of communications made to 
his Lordship by his Excellency the Vizier: 


I do declare, on my word of honour and that of a gentleman, that I have 
never interfered in any of the affairs of the Government of Oude: that Ihave no 
subjects of caarge or complaint against Major Baillie; on the contrary, remem- 
ber with gratitude the interest he has evinced towards me on a former occasion, 
and the kind reception [ have experienced from him on my return to Lucknow 
the 30th September last: that I have not been a party at the consultations of 
Messrs. Law, Clarke, and Captain McLeod, otherwise than on matters most 
insignificant, neither having respect to politics, to Major Baillie, or disrespectful 
to his Excellency the Vizier. 


I confess that I have expressed to my friends the disquietude and grief I 
experienced that his Excellency, since my arrival, had not entrusted me in the 
exercise of the situation he has honoured me with (superintendent and veterinary 
surgeon of hisstud); though in a report [ had the honour to submit to his 
consideration I had stated the advantage he might expect and derive were his 
stud judiciously managed: and I hope that neitlier what I have expressed to my 
friends, nor my report to his Excellency, will have proved disrespectful. 


I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) A. De L'Erane. 
8th November 1814. 





Lucknow Residency, 9th November 1814. 


I have perused all the papers delivered to me by Mr. Adam with as much 
attention as the time would admit. 


The only documents (Nos. 3 and 4) on which it could have been necessary 
for me to comment, having been voluntarily withdrawn by his Excellency the 
Vizier, and the contents of them most solemnly disavowed within a few hours 


after their transmission to the Governor-General, the necessity of a perutatiee 
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has been superseded: yet I owe it to myself, and to justice and truth, to 
declare, and to express my readiness to confirm the declaration on oath, that 
they form a tissue of the most glaring falsehoods and absurdities, and that I do 
not, in my Conscience, suspect the Vizier of having ever for a moment entertained. 
the sentiments, far less of having fabricated the assertions that are conveyed 
by them. His own retractation of those assertions, in the form of a letter to my 
address, dated the Ist instent, is translated and submitted with these remarks. 


per 8, On the day of my) When the late Vizier’s body was removed to the river for 
deceage, neither the Re-| the purpose of ablution, I proposed to his Excellency and 
or any @f the English gen- . ' ; : 
to all the natives around him our going in a body to the 
attended the funeral,&c.&c. hip : : 
funeral. Elis Excellency and his courtiers observed that it 
was unnecessary and improper for him to go, and that my quitting him for a 
moment at that time was improper and dangerous. I then proposed to Colonel 
J)’Auvergne, to whom I refer, that he and the other officers should attend. 
Colonel D’Auvergne declined, on account of the extreme heat of the weather ; 
but many of his officers, I believe, and certainly my brother and assistant, with 
Lieutenant Fortune, attended by my particular desire. 


ie tinve of my late father? On this question it must be sufficient to refer to the 
ei asked for a rods repeated and positive orders of Government in favour of 

i Moonshee Alee Nuckee Khan, who has now no more than 
what Lord Minto recommended to be given to him as his just right, and on whom 
the present Vizier was prevented, by my remonstrance, from conferring a large 
additional allowance in money. 


Resident several times ap} I never conveyed a wish or request of a personal nature: 

my late father, &c-&c. Sty the late Vizier in my life. His Excellency often 
suggested an improvement of the guard-room and other buildings about 
the Residency, which I disapproved, and the late alterations and improve- 
ments were the spontaneous desire of the present Vizier, conveyed in my 
presence to his Fcotioneys Darogha of buildings. The present road is 
well known to be much shorter and more convenient than the former for 
all the people of the town, and particularly for his Excellency’s courtiers. The 
conduct of my servants, or of people belonging to me, as referred to at the 
close of this article, is totally unknown to me, and I have reason to consider 
the charge as utterly groundless. 


‘my father’s ace} I certainly did station guards for the security of his 
tationed guards, &c.&e. J Excellency’s person and the public property of the State, 
immediately on the death of his father. (See my first despatch to the 
Governor-General.) I have repeatedly since asked leave to withdraw the 


whole of the guard, and his Excellency has constantly begged that they should 
continue. 


see frre pela ng I went to the outer gates of the houses of most of the late 

i Gomanse Kh anima: &é. fe, Vizier’s widows, by the present Vizier’s express desire, and 

attended by several of his eunuchs, to condole with the 

ladies of the muhl, and assure them of his Excellency’s protection: to this 

lady’s gate among the rest. But what remains of this article is a gross false- 

hood. The allowance granted to this lady was assigned by his Excellency, 

the présent Vizier, in lieu of other advantages possessed in her husband’s 

lifetime ; and it was announced by his Excellency to me, in common with 

many other domestic @rrangements, regarding which he was then in the 
habit of earnestly soliciting my advice. 


ie ryder her late This allowance was granted most willingly and cheer- 
egom Shumé-0oP- ¢ fully, and is much under the rate assigned by her Highness 


: &e, &c, &c. e 
the Begum’s will or testamentary letter addressed to the 
Governor-General. 


Sore bringing with =) Since the day of his Excellency’s accession, and then only 
si owing to the confusion unavoidable on such an occasion, 

no one has ever presumed to sit down in his Excellency’s presence while 
was there, except those entitled to this distinction during his father’s 


lifetime. 
10 T Vide 


: 
F 
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The Resident, from motives of) Vice Instructions of Government, positive and repeated. 
oe cana eee hen, te His Excellency expressed a desire to aan more tor this 
person than I could authorize. He has probably repented 
of his justice to Casim Alee Khan, as well as of his liberality to the sons of 
Mirza Jafer. The former was suggested certainly by me, and most readily 
ayreed to: the latter was in opposition to my repeated and earnest advice, as shall 

be stated more fully in its proper place. 


Whosoever of my servants,&c.&c.&c. This seems unworthy of notice. His Excellency’s servants 
and dependants come to me only when he sends them. 


_The superintendence of the lee A voluntary concession of his Excellency to his grand- 

dies of the muhls, &c. &c. &c mother, the Bhow Beguin, who addressed a Ictter to him on 
the subject. Her Highness, however, had the superintendence of those mubls 
originally, and was deprived of it unjustly by the late Vizier. 


The Resident placed over me jist His Excellency, on the morning of his accession, insisted, 

sons of Mirza Jafer, &c.&c.&. JS before many witnesses, on my giving up to him my Dewan, 
Mirza Hajee, whom it appears that he had promised while heir apparent 
to advance to the highest possible rank and honours in the event of his 
ascending the musnud. I yielded to the Nawaub’s most earnest ecntreaty, 
expressing my fear, at the same time, that his Excellency’s kindness would 
spoil a young man to whom I was partial, and who had served me faithfully 
and zealously for a period of eleven years. The employment of the younger 
brothers was totally unknown to me till his Excellency announced it; and the 
salaries given to them, as well as to their elder brother, if indeed they enjoy what 
is stated, are so unreasonable, that I conld never have authorized them if the 
question had been referred to my advice. His Excellency once, I recollect, 
proposed to assign an allowance of 1,000 rupees per mensem to each of those 
young men, and I remonstrated against this allowance, declaring that half the 
sum was in my mind more than sufficient; and that although I could never 
presume to control his Iixcellency’s liberality to his servants, yet as those 
young men were supposed to be connected with me, I thought it my duty to 
state my sentiments regarding them without reserve. On another occasion I 
recollect a proposal, on the part of the Vizier, to appoint Mirza Mohsen, 
the fourth son of Mirza Jafer, to the office of Darogha of the adawlut, and I 
objected to the measure in such terms as must have convinced his Excellency 
of my disinclination to encourage any liberality on his part, to persons con- 
nected, or supposed to be connected with myself. For the truth of this state- 
ment, and indeed of all the foregoing remarks, I should have no hesitation in 
referring to his Excellency’s candour and veracity, if questioned in my pre- 
sence, and free from the influence of those evil counsellors who induced him 
to prefer such charges. 


The style in which the baa I do not understand the commencement of this article: 

Ob TD: MAME eee Ces but with regard to the affray on the road, occasioned by a 
gross insult and violence on the part of his Excellency’s troopers, one of whom 
attempted to destroy Lieutenant Fortune, the commander of my escort, I 
could wish, if it be thought necessary, to refer to that gentleman’s testimony 
on oath. The Vizier, on hearing the circumstances, came suddenly to my 
tent to apologize for the conduct of his servants, offering to dismiss the whole 
corps from his service if I required it. 


From the day of my et My proceedings with regard to the reform are reported 

the musnud, dc. dc, Sc. in detail by my despatches to the Government. My daily 
attendance on the Vizier, while it lasted, was occasioned solely by his own 
earnest and repeated desire. His acquiescence in all my suggestions was 
voluntary, prompt, and apparently cordial. My recommendation of a very 
few Ameens to him was offered with extraordinary reluctance, in compliance 
with his earnest request; and of all the officers employed since is accession, 
no more than three or four are even personally known to me. The note which 
his Excellency addressed to me regarding Ameens, after he had been induced 
by his evil counsellors to oppose the progress of reform, and my answer to that 
note, shall be translated and submitted to the Government. 


Signed J. BAILLIE, 
ey Resident. 
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Noa. 4 Detail of recent Occurrences and necessary Requests. pcoael Route 
onsullations 
ticle Ist. The golaub aaa A voluntary concession, as a mark of respect for his 7 Mar. 1815. 
wher places at Fyzabad. grandmother, in compliance with my suggestion certainly, Deal 
but that compliance most ready and cheerful. See the letters which passed on o¢ Occurrences t 
the subject between her Highness the Begum and his Excellency. Requests. 


|, Augmentation to a Answered already. It is not an augmentation, but the 
Khan. restoration of part of an allowance guaranteed by our 
Government, which had long been unjustly withholden. 


|. Giving the place ed A house and garden in ruins, believed to form a part of 
nut. the Bhow Begum’s jagier, which she gave to her nephew, 
Casim Alee Khan, two ycars ago. 


h, The release of the son of } This person is not releascd, but certainly ought to be so 
hesher Naut. without any delay. See repeated instructions from Govern- 
ment, and Colonel Scott’s letter to Mr. Edmonstone dated 8th May 1803. 


th. Wounding the trooper. Answered already. 


th. Stopping the nobut. This circumstance was explained in person to the 
Governor-General and to Mr. Adam. The drum had never been placed over 
the gateway, far less beaten there, during the life-time of the late Vizier; and 
I certainly did not expect, though I should never have objected to, the present 
Vizier’s beating it, while I was Resident at his court and resided in my present 
habitation. 


ith. opeing up the high fe Already explained to be the voluntary act of the 
| buriding agate, &c. &e. &c. J Vizier, and intended, as I believe, to improve the appear- 
ance of and entrance into his palace. 


sth. ee pt and) Inaccurate, as already stated, and as his Excellency 
Vwi "8 {must acknowledge if he be asked the question in my 
presence. 
th. Allowance to the depen- 
. of the Begum, Shumi-oon- Fully explained in my remarks on No. 3. 
Sd. 
lth, Sending Ameens from\ 1 do not believe that a single relation of Mirza Jafer, 
ong the relations of Mirza Jafer. (except his sons, can be found in the service of the Vizier, 
employed since the death of his father. My observation 
on the article in No. 3, having reference to the progress of reform, applies to 
this article equally. 


sa Removal of the guards } Would have taken place long ago, if his Excellency 
equest). would have permitted the removal, which I repeatedly 
suggested. 


a 13th, 14th, and the aig Do not appear to require any observation on my part- 

§ paragraphs of this paper. J And having thus refuted, by a candid explanation of the 

circumstances, which 1 am ready to attest upon oath, every article of the 

Vizier’s retracted accusations, I have only to express my regret that his Excel- 

lency should have ever been induced to give even a momentary sanction to 
charges which he knew to be so false and absurd. 


The fabrication of those charges I am inclined to ascribe to Hukecm Mehdee 
Alee Khan, supported and assisted, no doubt, by those English gentlemen in 
the Vizier’s service, whom his Excellency has ultimately accused as the insti- 
gators and inventors of the charges, and whose participation, in any degree, 
In this intrigue, is a matter of much greater and more lasting concern to me, 
than any extent of injury which I could have sustained from the result of it, 
even if the Vizier’s sudden and most natural remorse had not induced him 
to recall and disavow the whole matter of his accusation. 


(Signed) J. Barixre, 
Resident. 


From 


Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
7 Mar. 1815. 
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From his Excellency the Vizier. (Received the 1st November 1814.) 


Mr. Clarke and Captain McLeod have been for some time past in the 
habit of saying to me, that a = of faults to be imputed to you should be 
prepared and given in to the Governor-General : but I never would consent to 
this suggestion. At length, yesterday, after the departure of Mr. Ricketts, 
they brought me a paper, and stated to me deceitfully that the Governor. 
General was displeased with you, and desirous of receiving from mea commu. 
nication which might attach blame to you ; consequently, that the giving in 
of such a paper would be pleasing and satisfactory to his Lordship. 


I being quite unaware of the deceitful and insidious views of those gentle. 
men, gave the paper in question to Lord Moira. Yet God is my witness, that 
my heart has never felt, and does not now entertain the least dissatisfaction with 
you, and that the friendship and unity subsisting between us have not suffered 
the smallest diminution or change. 


Be not, therefore, grieved or displeased with my conduct; because I have 
not been the origin of this matter myself, but on the contrary, it has proceeded 
alone from the deceit and incantations of those gentlemen. Mr. Clarke has 
another paper of the same description with those, and I know not whether he 
has given this also to Lord Moira or not. 


As these gentlemen have entered into such designs as those described, J 
have dismissed them both from my service, and with them Dr. Law and Mr. 
De L’Etang, who were also their associates in this affair; because the con- 
tinuance in my service of such persons as interrupt the friendship between you 
and me is improper on every account. 


What more can be written ? 
A true translation : 


(Signed) J. BAILuIE, 
Resident. 





Captain McLeod’s Statement. 


His Excellency the Governor-General having directed me to detail in 
writing all particulars relating to certain communications which have been made 
by me from time to time, regarding the dissatisfaction of his Highness the late 
Nawaub Vizier, and that of his Highness the present Nawaub Vizier, with 
Major Baillie resident at Lucknow, from the commencement to the present 
time, I hereby state as follows, and declare my readiness to confirm the same 
on oath, if required so to do. 


I never had any personal communication with the late Nawaub, Saadut Alee 
Khan, on any matters touching his situation with the Resident, or connected with 
the affairs of his Government, until the day on which I proposed taking leave 
of him preparatory to embarking for Calcutta earlyin the month of October 1813. 
On that occasion he took me aside with tears in his eyes, and apparently in 
the deepest distress, he said, ‘* Captain McLeod, although I never opened my 
«‘ mind to you, you must be aware, from report, how degraded my situation 
‘‘ is, and always has been, from the interference of Major Baillie in ever 
‘« branch and department of my Government. I believe you to be my well- 
‘ wisher, and entreat of you to represent to Lord Moira that I am, under present 
‘ circumstances, the most wretched being on the face of the earth, and that 
‘1 wish death would put an end to my miseries. You may state to his 
‘ Lordship from me, that I conceive Major Baillie is acting contrary to the 
‘ instructions of his Government, in thus trampling on my authority; that 
‘ heis in the habit of supporting and holding out every encouragement to all 
‘* persons who cume under my displeasure from disobedience, arrears of 
‘“ revenue, and various other causes; that I have no regular channel of 
“ communicating my grievances to his Lordship but through this gentleman, 
‘¢ whose interest it would be to withhold the communications and that not 


‘ being fully aware of the views of the British Government, Iam afraid of 
“ forcibly 


“a 


e 


a 
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* forcibly opposing the Resident's measures, lest I might thereby give offence Bengal Political 
« to that Government to wiiich I owe every thing, and whose wishes it is my -Conemltatwns: 
*jngerest and inclination ever to conform to, You may also state to, his sc Lis 
“©, Lordship, that I do not think so ill of Majar Baillie on this subject as of his Captain McLeod's 
‘© principal adviser, Mirza Jafer, and other natives about him, to. whom ] Statement 
“ attribute all the harshness I constantly experience. I entreat of you most 

* earnestly to do what yon can for me in this business, and [ hope for mquch 

«from your interposition in my favour.” His Highness said a great, deal 

more, which I cannot immediately recollect. Finding it impossible to resist 

this appeal to my feelings, I replied as follows: « That his Highness did me 

“* but justice in believing that I wished him well, and that it would be gratify. 

‘sing tome to be of serviceto him. That I could not promise to state his 

«¢ sentiments to Lord Moira, as it would be presumption in me to address the 

+s Governor-General, in the first instance, on such a subject, even if I had the 

* honour of being personally known to his Lordship, which was not the case; 

‘¢ but that if his Lordship gave me an opportunity, I should endeavour, with 

“ caution, to bring the matter under his observation. On my return from 

* Calcutta I stated to his late Highness that I had ascertained, through satis. ; 

«« factory sources, what his Lordship’s sentiments in regard to the princes of 

‘ the country were; and from those I ventured to assure him with confidence, 

‘ that they held out every prospect of bis wishes being accomplished, on his 

** stating them to his Lordship without reserve. That I understood it was 

«¢ his Lordship’s intention to proceed from Calcutta to Lucknow on the 

‘“‘ commencement of the rainy season, and that his Lordship’s presence 

‘‘ here would afford him a good opportunity.” His Highness told me, I 

believe that same day, that my information was strongly supported and con- 

firmed by some very friendly communications received from his Lordship 

through the Resident, and further by his Lordship’s abolition of a most 
obnoxious measure which had been sanctioned by the late Government and 

partly acted upon. The measure alluded to I understood to be the appoint- 

ment of commissioners (Ameens) to establish the rates for the collection of 

revenue in the several districts, After this J had little or no communication 

with the late Vizier on public matters of any description, further than related 

to his Lordship’s approach and his anxiety for his arrival. 


¢ 


a rn 


Soon after the death of the late Nawaub, his present Highness having 
always evinced a considerable degree of regard and consideration by his manner 
towards me, told me that he knew I was his father’s well-wisher, and that I had 
interested myself in his case: that he hoped I would observe the same friend- 
ship towards him, in which case he would Jook forward to relief trom his 
degraded situation. 


His Highness then, from time to time, as opportunities offered, either in the 
carriage, of an evening, or in a private room, detailed to me his grievances; the 
general purport of which were, that Major Baillie had availed himself of 
peculiar circumstances to assume the sole authority in his country by inter- 
fering in all matters, and although business was conducted in the name of 
the Vizier, yet his power was merely nominal: that he had gained over to his 
views, by promises or otherwise, almost all tle public servants of the State as 
well ag the higher classes of his private servants: that he (the Vizier) thus 
felt he had scarcely a native officer on whose fidelity he could rely : that he 
was,daily insulted by acts of disrespect and disobedience by his own servants, 
ander the influence of Major Baillie, and that he could not punish or remove 
then: because they were supported by him. 


That from the moment of his Highness’s accession to the musnud, Major 
Baillie had placed the sons of Mirza Jafer about his person as spies and a 
¢heck on his conduct : that those people were detestable to him, as was their 
Father, whom he said the Resident wished to appoint Minister. That Major 
Baillie expressed his desire that he should take his medicine, when he required 
any, from Doctor Wilson, and said that if he took any from Doctor Law, he 

octor Law) would kill him, from bis ignorance of the duties of his profession : 
that,to all this he felt himself aac e reluctantly to agree for the ae 
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His Highness repeatedly told me, that Mr. Wilson-attepded him-conirary to 
his wishes; that he disliked Mr. Wilsen; that he had always been HC Hr 
Mr. Law, was yet attached to him, and wished him, to the exclusion ef all 
others, to be his personal physician. My compassion being excited by the 
wretched state of mind in which I saw him, I was induced to listen to these 
complaints, tending to accuse the Resident of an intolerable assumption of 
his authority, in the shape of interference, not only in the higher offices of the 
State, but descending to the more trifling and interior arrangements of' his 
household, and at length complied with his earnest and repeated solicitations, 
that I would, if opportunity offered, communicate to Lord Moira the abject 
state to which he was reduced, by the unbounded and uncontrolled influence 
of Major Baillie. On one of these private conversations with the Nawaub, 
I asked him if he had ever consulted Mr. Clarke on all these points. He eaid 
that he had not, but that he thought Mr. Clarke a steady, intelligent, and dis. 
creet man, and that he should like to communicate with him. I strongly urged 
him to do so, as I thought that Mr. Clarke, from his long residence here, his 
knowledge of the language and general intercourse with the natives, could be 
of mucli more service to him than I could; that I knew him to have been a 
well-wisher to his father and much in his confidence. He said that he should 
be most happy to have Mr. Clarke’s opinions, and begged I would tell him to 
give him (the Vizier) an opportunity of speaking to him the first time he came. 
Much cause have I now, and most sincerely do I regret, that I should have thus 
involved my friend in a cause which, from the strange inconsistencies in the 
Nawaub’s communications, has proved so embarrassing to all parties. I now, 
however, most solemnly declare, that all we admitted the propriety of his 
Highness’s doing, was, to state to Lord Moira what he (the Vizier) had se 
repeatedly urged to us, provided he was decidedly of that opinion, that such 
was the influence which Major Baillie and his native advisers had obtained 
throughout the country, and such was the use they made of' it, that he was 
thoroughly convinced his authority and independence never could be esta- 
blished whilst they continued in office, and that those persons above alluded to 
had been placed by Major Buillie about his person contrary to his wishes. We 
always most strongly advised his Highness not to bring forward any complaints 
of a more serious nature against Major Baillie, and that if he persisted in doing 
so we should decline hearing further on the subject. 


His Highness had repeatedly stated various articles of complaint against 
Major Baillie to Mr. Clarke and myself, which it has never been our intention 
or wish to disclose. Previously, I believe, to Mr. Clarke having been spoken 
to on these matters, the Nawaub told me that he was then causing a book to be 
written, containing what he termed (muckoozat) wishes in regard to the con- 
duct and management of his country, which he was desirous of presenting to 
Lord Moira on his arrival, and said that he wished to obtain my opinion on it. 
He accordingly, one morning, produced ao roll of paper m presence of Agha 
Meer and myself only, containing seven or eight articles numbered ; and added, 
that this was not the whole, but that I should have the continuation hereafter. 
He put this paper into the hands of Agha Meer to read to me, but he read it 
in so loud a tone of voice that I immediately stopt him, and said that if he would 
allow me to take it home I would read it carefully and give him my opinien. 
The paper was accordingly given to me. 


A few days after Agha Meer called at my house, and delivered to me a few 
more of the articles for the said book for my perusal. Before I thought of 
returning these papers, I think it was, that Mr. Clarke was spoken to, aud 
consulted by the Vizier on his situation ; and I was accordingly desired by his 
Hivhness to give them to Mr. Clarke, in order that he might have his opinion 
on them also; I didso. 1 cannot now recollect whether it was Mr. Clarke or 
myself that returned them to the Vizier, but I think Mr. Clarke told me that 
Agha Meer had come to him for them by the Vizier’s desire. Those articles 
were afterwards drawn up on large English paper. He delivered it into my 
hands and requested that after perusal I would hand it to Mr. Clarke. We 
both gave our opinion ta his Highness gn the paper as a dose vague documents 
which it would be dificult for his Lordship to comprebend the, ghject of's -but 


us he eeemed desirous of adhering to it, we admitted that if it did no good Z 
wou 


t 
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would'do ‘to harm. He then requested Mr. Clarke to make a cepy of this 
document on English letter'paper, saying that as‘he was surreunded by. Major 
Buillie’s people, and was so coristantly watched by them, he had scarcely 
any man of his own on whom he could place contidence sufficient, and his 
rete ig otherwise much occupied he could not conveniently get it copied 
himself. 


Mr. Clarke accordingly had this paper copied, as he told me, in his presence, by 
his own Mootusucddie, and delivered it to his Highness on the day of our arrival 
on the banks of the Ganges; and we have understoed from his Highness that 
this same paper was delivered by him to his Lordship on the morning his Lord- 
ship returned his visit in camp. Besides the above papers, his Highness put 
two others into my hands, which I also, by his desire, delivered to Mr. Clarke, 
containing such matter as it was contrary to our wishes should be brought 
forward, and we accordingly prevented his doing so; at least we know not 
whether any such paper has been presented. 


After his Lordship and suite had departed from camp on the occasion of the 
return visit above alluded to, his Highness detained Mr. Clarke and myself 
We retired to another tent with his Uighness; Agha Meer, the only person 
present besides. Le (the Vizier) appeared greatly dejected and vexed, accused 
ine of not having paved the way for his intended communication to Lord Moira, 
aud stated that, to his great surprise and mortification, Lord Moira had recom- 
mended Major Buillie to him in the most particular manner, expressed his 
satisfaction at finding he was so much plcased with Major Baillie, and that he 
made himself so useful to his Lighness. To this he said he made no reply, but 
winked to Mr. Ricketts, who seeming to understand his meaning, returned the 
nod, I told his Highness that it was not surprising he should find Lord Moira 
unacquainted with the real state of the case in the first instance; but that if 
he wished to persevere in making his wishes known to his Lordship, I was 
confident they would be attended to, trom what I had beard of his Lordship’s 
character and general principles of policy and justice. He accordingly told us 
that he would make known his wishes to his Lordship verbally, and would 
request a conference for that purpose, on the day in which he was invited to 
dine with his Lordship. The gentlemen of his Highness's family (Mr. Clarke 
and myself included) attended the Vizier that evening at an early hour, to accom- 
pany him to his Lordship. He then assured Mr. Clarke and me that he was 
determined to make his wishes (relative to Major Baillie’s removal) known to 
Lord Moira that evening verbally. Immediately after this declaration, Major 
Baillie came in. He appeared, I thought, mucl agitated, and after sitting for 
sume time with us in public, took his Highness away into another tent; and 
some delay having occurred in the arrival of those gentlemen, who were sent by 
his Lordship to escort his Highness to dinner, they were closeted, I imagine, 
nearly an hour. We learnt afterwards that although the conference took place 
that evening, his Highness did not notice this subject of his dissatisfaction to 
Lord Moira, and we concluded that he had been intimidated by Major Baillie. 
After this Mr. Clarke and myself were fora length of time never admitted to 
any private conversation with the Vizier: Mirza Jafer’s sons were more watch- 
ful than ever. Captain Gilbert and Captain McRae having come to breakfast 
with the Vizier one morning lately, Captain Gilbert requested to speak with 
his Highness privately, His Highness took him to a private room accordingly, 
and Mr, Clarke was soon afterwards summoned to attend them. Captain McRae 
and myself remained at the breakfast-table, After these gentlemen had gone, 
the Nawaub seemed in high spirits, took Mr. Clarke and myself into the same 
private room, and talked slightly of the subject of his conversation with Captain 
Gilbert. 1 then taxed his Highness with treating all the gentlemen of his family 
With unkindness and inattention of late, and in presence of Mr. Clarke he seized 
ny hands, and said, ‘* for God’s sake, do not think any thing of this just now: 
‘you know I‘am not acting from my own inclination; and pray say the sqme 
“from me to Mr. Law and Mr. De L’Etang.” 


On the day preceding the tiger fight, 1 had learned that his Highness had 
given orders at all the gat¢s of hia palace that none of us should be admitted 
without 
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without a special order. * I however went that morning to put the’ matter to the 
test. I was not obstrueted, nor was Mr..Deé L’Rtang «vho accompanied me; 
but I learnt there, from good authority, that the order had been given, but on 
that day could not be acted on. 1 took an oppartunity of going up to the 
Vizier, and of asking him whether he had given such.orders: bis reply waa, with 
a kind shake of the hand, ‘I will tell you hereafter ;” and hurried away from me, 


Since then a Choubdar has been sent to me, to desire that I would sead back 
the elephants which his Highness had allowed for my use. The day before 
yesterday one of Mirza Jafer’s sons came to me with his Highness’s compli- 
ments, to signify that he desired I would consider myself no longer in his service. 
In reply to this I desired this person to offer my respectful compliments to the 
Vizier, and to say that as 1 had been appointed to his service by the Governor- 
Geneial in Council, 1 could not receive a verbal message of that nature, and 
suggested that the communication should be made in writing through the 
Resident. Since that time 1 have heard nothing more on the subject. 1 ought 
further to add, that Mr. Clarke and myself having heard of a message sent by 
his Highness to the Governor-General, through Agha Meer, contradicting all that 
he had yet said, and charging us, or some of us, with having induced him to act 
as he had done, we went at the usual hour of breakfast, and determined, if pos- 
sible, to question him on this subject. We were in some degree opposed in our 
progress up stairs, but went on and found his Highness seated near the landing- 
place. He was much agitated at seeing us, but desired us to sit down, Mr. 
Clarke then asked him if he had sent such a message to Lord Moira; and he 
denied to us both, in the most positive terms, that he had done so. Mr. Adam 
and Mr. Swinton then arrived. We were desired to go away, and in our 
way met Major Baillie going there, where we subsequently heard he had 
breakfasted. 


(Signed) D. McLeop, 
Captain, Engineers. 


tiereesceecEE EE, 


J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 


A cursory perusal of the second statement of Captain McLeod, which Mr. 
Adam has this instant put into iny hands, suggested to me a number of obser- 
vations which I could wish to submit to the Government at a period of greater 
leisure. For the present, 1 shall content myself with remarking on one most 
extraordinary insinuation at the bottom of the seventh page of the statement, 
which requires an immediate explanation. It is, that of my having appeared 
to Captain McLeod, as he thought, to be agitated on the night of the Vizier’s 
first visit to the Governor-General at Cawnpore, and my having been closetec 
with his Excellency on that occasion, for the purpose, as Captain McLeod has 
been pleased to infer, of intimidating his Excellency from preferring a complaint 
to Lord Moira. To this extraordinary insinuation J shall answer in a few 
words; and I am reacly to depose upon oath, that the possibility of a complaint 
against me by the present Vizier, and of an intrigue against the Government 
and me by Captain McLeod, were equally distant from my mind, and had: never 
entered into my contemplation till the evening of the 1st of November at Luck- 
now, where I received the Vizier’s letter retracting the accusations, and charging 
Captain McLeod and Mr. Clarke as the authors of them. My visit to his Excel- 
lency, and iny conference with him on the occasion to which Captain McLeod has 
alluded, were solely and exclusively to negotiate the loan of a crore of rupees for 
the Honourable Company, under the orders of the Governor-General, and I am 
ready to make oath, to the best of my recollection and belief, that the above was 
the only topic of our conversation. 


(Signed) J. Baruxtz, 


Camp, Resident. 


11th November 1814. 
To 
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To Captam McLeod, of the Engineers. 
Sir: : | 
1. I am directed by the Governor-General to: impart to you that the Nawaub 
Vizier has notified to his Lordship the cireumstances of his ExceHency’s haviig 
dismissed you, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Law, and Mr. De L’Etang from his service. 


2, As the part which the British Government had in your several appoint- 
ments was no more than simply an acquiescence in the Nawaub Vizier’s tempo- 
rarily employing each of you, the Governor-General would, in any ordinary 
case, have only had to cause his receipt of the intimation to be communicated 
to you. His Lordship, however, cannot in justice leave the characters of indi- 
viduals under British protection liable to that sort of misconstruction, to which 
he sees your’s may be exposed from recent occurrences. 


3. Attaching perfect faith to your respective statements, which collateral 
information forcibly confirms, his Lordship desires me to signify to you, and 
through you to the other gentlemen above mentioned, that you stand in his 
judgment wholly free from the imputation of any unworthy practices. 


4. Your own candour has made an acknowledgment which fixes upon you 
personally no inconsiderable degree of blame in another respect. You confess 
that, when urged by the Nawaub Vizier’s repeated complaints, you agreed with 
his Excellency in regarding the removal of Major Baillie as the only means of 
establishing his own legitimate authority in his dominions. 


5. The assenting to any such suggestion, nay, even the mere discussing such 
a question with the Nawaub Vizier, is a culpable infraction of those orders of 
Government by which all its servants (the Resident excepted) are strictly 
forbidden from holding political conversation with any Native Prince. 


6. Great allowance is made by his Lordship for the difficulty, when your 
duties called you into attendance on the Nawaub Vizier, of avoiding to listen, 
through pure urbanity, when complaints were lightly and incidentally thrown 
out at first; and he further feels, that apparent sympathy imperceptibly grows 
into an implication of concurrence, calculated to betray you into an incon- 
siderate expression of corresponding sentiment. 


7. His Lordship also comprehends the possibility of your having erroneously 
satisfied yourself, that in counselling the Nawaub Vizier to lay his grievances 
before the Governor-General (a procedure perfectly regular and licit for you), 
it was equally lawful for you to strengthen the advice by your opinion of the 
case to be submitted ; although such a representation from the Nawaub Vizier 
ought to be the exposition of his own feelings alone, untinctured by your 
notions on the subject. 


8, Admitted in extenuation as these points are, his Lordship has still to hold 
your conduct, in the particular alluded to, as reprehensible ; and his Lordship 
trusts that the sense which he must believe you will yourself, on reflection, 
entertain of this error, will secure you against a similar deviation on any 
future occasion. 


9. At your early convenience you will proceed either to Cawnpore or to 
Agra, as may best suit yourself, there to wait the instructions of the Com- 
mander-in-Chief. 

I have, &c. 


Camp, Mahonah, (Signed) J. Apam, 
12th November 1814. Secretary to the Government. 


To 
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To J. H. Clarke, Esq. 
Sir: 
1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th instant, 
2. The judgment of the Governor-General on the proceeding, to which my 


letter of the 8th instant refers, has been signified to Captain McLeod, who has 
been directed to communicate it to you. 


3. His Excellency the Vizier having dispensed with your further services, | 
am directed to convey to you the desire of the Governor-General that you will 
withdraw from the territory of Oude as soon as you shall have settled those 
commercial concerns which his Lordship understood from Major Baillie might 
take some short time to arrange. 


I have, &c. 


Camp, Mahonah, (Signed) J. ADAM, 
12th November 1814. Secretary to the Government. 





To J. Law, Esq. 
Sir: 
1. Iam directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th instant. 


2. The judgment of the Governor-General on the proceeding to which my 
letter of the 8th instant refers has been signified to Captain McLeod, who has 
been directed to communicate it to you. 


3. His Excellency the Vizier having dispensed with your further services, I 
am directed to convey to you the desire of the Governor-General that you will 
withdraw from the territory of Oude at your earliest convenience, reporting 
yourself to head-quarters. 

I have, &c. 
Camp, Mahonah, (Signed) J. ADAM, 
12th November 1814. Secretary to the Government. 





To M. A. De L’Etang. 
Sir: 
1. lam directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th instant. 


2, The judgment of the Governor-Genera} on the proceeding, to which my 
letter of the 8th instant refers, has been signified to Captain McLeod, who 
has been directed to communicate it to you. 


3. His Excellency the Vizier having dispensed with your further services, I 
am directed to convey to you the desire of the Governor-General that you 
will withdraw from the territory of Oude at your convenience. 


I have, &c. 


Camp, Mahonah, (Signed) J. ADAM, 
12th November 1814. Secretary to the Government. 





To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir; 
1. I am directed to transmit to you the enclosed copies of letters which 
have this day been addressed to Captain McLeod, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Law, and 
Mr, A. De L’Etang. 


@. Although the Governor-General has deemed it proper to direct those 
gentlemen to depart from the territory of Oude, his Lordship would regret the 
occurrence of any circumstance which might render the short remaining period 
of their residence at Lucknow unpleasant to their feelings, or degrading to the 
British character in their persons. It is, therefore, his Lordship’s desire, os 
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ou will remonstrate with the Vizier against any measures of that tendency 
which his xcerlency may take, and that you will afford your protection to 


their person¥ and property. 
I have, &c. 
Camp, Mahonah, (Signed) J. ADAM, 
12th November 1814. Secretary to the Government. 


From his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. (Received the 9th November 1814.) 


As your Lordship manifests towards me parental kindness and regard, and as 
I consider my happiness and welfare solely to depend on your gracious favour 
and support, I have committed several requests to writing, and now transmit 
the paper enclosed, with my scal affixed to it, in the hope that your Lordship 
will be kindly pleased to signify your compliance with those requests by setting 
your hand and seal to it, and to favour me with it before your departure from 
Lucknow. Your doing so will be a source,to me of real confidence and 


satisfaction. 
A true translation : 


(Signed) G. Swinton, 
Persian Sccretary to the Governor-General. 





Translation of a Paper enclosed in the foregoing Letter from his Excellency the 
Nawaub Vizier, recetvcd 9th November 1814. 


Praise be to the Almighty for his exceeding favour, that by the influence of 


my propitious stars, the illustrious nobleman and exalted ruler, who established 
me on the hereditary musnud of the Vezarut, has at so early and auspicious 
a period adorned this quarter with his presence. Dceming it proper, therefore, 
that several requests should be honoured with the special siguature of that 
“illustrious nobleman and ruler, I now commit to paper the seven requests 
specified below. 


First. Whatever portion of territory was held by my late father until the 
hour of his decease, and by your Lordship’s placing me on the musnud has 
descended as an inheritance to me, let my power and authority be exercised 
over it as in the time of my father, and let not a purgunnah or a village 
thereof, on any occasion or by any change, be separated from my rule, but let 
it be confirmed to me and to my posterity to the latest generation. 


Second. The late Governor-General the Earl of Minto proposed, as it 
appears, a plan to my father for the administration of his country; but my 
father, notwithstanding the urgent and repeated instances of his Lordship on 
this subject, never introduced it during his life. In consideration of the urgent 
representations of the late Governor-General, and of the promise of my 
deceased father to carry the plan into effect in his lifetime, I have introduced 
it with the concurrence of Major Baillie, and have deputed Ameens into the 
districts; my object being to make an experiment of the plan after this 
manner, that such of the Ameens as may be disqualified by inexperience, 
incapacity, or unworthiness, should be replaced by others, when tuhseeldarce 
sunnuds should be given, and with the concurrence of Major Baillie, trial of 
the system be made until the expiration of the current year. If the plan in 
question shall be productive of comfort and relief to the Ryots and of aug- 
mented revenue to the State, and shall facilitate the collection of the rents and 
Promote the security and happiness of the people and the reputation of the 
Government, it will be permanently adopted and established ; otherwise, what- 
ever other plan may be calculated to secure those objects will be introduced. 


Third. Now that the introduction of the system of reform, as proposed by 
the late Governor-General], has been agreed on, I have divided the whole of 
the country into six Zillahs. It has, therefore, become necessary that in each 
Zillah a Zillahdar, the same as a collector, should be established, with such state 
and military force as may impress all the Zemindars of the purgunnahs in his 
Zillah with due respect and awe, and that, in the event of any refractoriness on 

their 
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their part, he may have the means, with such force, to punisl and repress it, that 
thus the necessity may be obviated of giving constant trouble tg the Britis} 
troops by requiring their presence in the several purgunnahs. If Pe Zillahdar 
shall conceive himself to be unable with his force to accomplish his object, 
he will then of necessity require the aid of the British troops. Under this 
arrangement, therefore, let permission be granted for the entertainment in 


cach Zillah of a force sufficient for maintaining good order and punishing the 
refractory. 


Fourth. With respect to the administration of justice, it has been determined 
that in each division or Zillah a person learned in the law, with the requisite 
establishment of Omlah (officers), shall be attached to the Zillahdar, for the 
purpose of settling the disputes of the Zillah, agreeably to the ordinances of the 
holy law. If one of the litigants shall have a doubt (regarding the justice of 
the decision), an appeal will lie to the court of adawlut at Lucknow; and if such 
party shall still have a doubt, he may refer his case to two doctors of approved 


experience in the law, who shall be attached to the Presence, and who shall 
constitute the court of sudder appeal. 


Yifth. If any one of my relations, dependants, servants, or subjects, shall go 
to your Lordship or to Calcutta to complain, any little attention or regard to 
the subject of his complaint will be the cause of impairing my dignity and con- 
sequence, and will excite others to follow the same course, and be a source of 
trouble to your Lordship, |] hope that, immediately en their being heard, this 
answer will be given to them, that they must go and iefer their complaints to 
their own Sovereign. Iu the event of their persevering and being urgent, let 
them be turned away with a sharp reprimand, that thus my authority and dignity 
may be upheld and the door be shut against evil, for three degrees of adawlut 
have been established here ; and if, aotwithstanding this, a person secks to go 
from hence, it is a proof that his claim is an unjust one. 


Sixth. Whereas charitable gifts and endowments bring blessings and _pros- 
perity upon a government, are acceptable in the sight of God and exalt our 
reputation among men, it is my intention that the subject of the rent-free lands, 
which were conferred during the time of my uncle the late Nawaub Asuf-ood- 
Dowlah, and which, in consequence of some doubts, were resumed in the time 
of my father, shall be enquired into, and that such lands as shall appear proper 
to be icleased shall be restored. Nay, I propose to provide, on my own part, a 
suitable maintenance for the poor and destitute men of learning and piety, 
that being rendered easy in their circumstanccs they may occupy themselves in 
prayer for long life to me and the prosperity of my government. I have 
written this for your Lordship’s information. 


Seventh. My late uncle and my father went on hunting parties whenever 
they were so disposed. I propose, in this respect, to follow the custom of my 
ancestors ; and I have now apprized your Lordship of this, that it may not be 
unpleasing to your Lordship’s mind: and, agreeably to custom, let the British 
troops on such occasions be under my orders. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) G. Swinton, 
Persian Secretary to the Governor-General. 





To His Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. (Written the 12th November 1814.) 


I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter, expressing your 
confidence in my friendship and personal regard for your Excellency, and 


enclosing a paper of propositions for my consideration and approval. (Vide letter 
received 9th November. ) 


I have now the pleasure to transmit to your Excellency, agreeably to your 
desire, the enclosed paper, containing my answers to your several sila cca 
authen- 


OUDE PAPERS. 


9YO9 


authenticated by my seal and signature, and I confidently trust that these Bengal Political 
answers Wili prove entirely satisfactory to your Exccllency’s mmd. 


Believing me, &c. 


A true copy : 


(Signed) 


G. Swinio™, 


Persian Sceretary to the Governor-General. 


The Visier’s Propositions. 

First. Whatever portion of terri- 
tory was held by my late father until 
the hour of his decease, and by your 
Lordship’s placing me on the musnud, 
has descended as an inheritance to me: 
Let my power and authority be exer- 
cised over it, as in the tine of my 
futher ; and let nota purgunnah ora 
village, therefore, on any occasion or 
by any change, be separated from my 
rule, but Ict it be confirmed to me 
and to my posterity to the latest gene- 
ration. 


Second. The late Governor-Gen-- 
ral the Earl of Minto proposed, as it 
appears, a plan to my father for the 
administration of his country; but 
my father, notwithstanding the urgent 
and repeated instances of his Lordship 
on this subject, scver introduced it 
during his life. 1n consideration of the 
urgent represcntations of the late Go- 
vernor-General, and of the promise of 
my deceased father to carry the plan 
into effect in his lifetime, I have in- 
troduced it with the concurrence of 
Major Baillie, and have deputed Amcens 
into the districts, my object being to 
make an experiment of the plan after 
this manner: that such of the Amceens 
as may be disqualified by inexpericnee, 
Incapacity, or unworthiness, should be 
replaced by others, when tuhsecldarree 
sunnuds should be given, and with the 
concurrence of Major Buaillic, tial of 
the system be made, until the expira- 
tion of the current year. Tf the plan 
in question shall be productive of com- 
fort and relicf to the Ryots and of auz- 
mented revenue to the State, and shall 
facilitate the collection of the rents and 
promote the security and happiness of 
the people and the reputation of the 
Government, it will be permanently 
adopted and established; otherwise, 
whatever other plan may be calculated 
to secure those objects will be intro- 
dueed. 


Third. 


The Governor-General’s Answers. 


I have no other view than the placing 
the Nawaub Vizier in that relative situ- 
ation, with regaid to the British Go- 
vernment, which clear and undeniable 
justice demands, and which, therefore, 
must be the wish of our nation. The 
effect of my procedure would undoubt- 
edly be to give to his Excellency’s Go- 
vernment character and efficiency in a 
degree which could not fail to satisfy all 
his Excellency’s wishes on that head. 


The success or failure of the plan of 
reform recommended by the British 
Ciovernment cannot be decided by the 
expericnce of a single ycar, the basis 
of that arrangement being a settlement 
for thice years, founded on the result 
of the investigation by Ameens. I 
recommend to his Excellency either to 
pursuc the plan already partially in 
progress with his consent, or to furnish 
me, with the least practicable delay, 
with one of his own, to be substituted 
for it with my concurrence. If the 
former shall be his Excellency’s resolu- 
tion, the Resident will be prepared to 
enter on the details of the arrangement 
with his Ixcellency and his Ministers 
without delay. Jf the latter, L request 
his Excellency to communicate to me 
his plan without loss of time, as the 
scason is passing away. My earnest 
desire is, that an arrangement so essen- 
tial to the best interests of the Nawaub 
Vizier’s Grovernment may be carried 
into effect with his Excellency’s full 
concurrence, and according to the pro- 
visions of the treaty, that is to say, 
through his own officers. The British 
Government docs not desire to inter- 
fere with his Excellency’s free choice 
of his Ameens and other officers. It 
only reserves to itself the essential pri- 
vilege of representing its objections 10 
the employment of any person whom 
it may kuow to be unfitted, by want of 
talents or integrity, for the duty to be 
assigned to him. My purpose ts, that 
the authority of his Excellency shall 
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Third. Now that the introduction 
of the system of reform. as proposed 
by the late Governor-General, has 
been agreed on, I have divided the 
whole of the country into six Zillahs. 
It has therefore become necessary, that 
in each Zillah a Zillahdar, the same as 
acollector, should be established, with 
such state and military force as may 
impress all the Zemindars of the pur- 
gunnah in his Zillah with due respect 
and awe; and that, in the event of 
any refractoriness on their part, he 
may have the means, with such force, 
to punish and repress it, that thus the 
necessity may be obviated of giving 
constant trouble to the British troops, 
by requiring their presence in the seve- 
ral purgunnahs. If the Zillahdar shall 
conceive himself to be unable with his 
force to accomplish his object, he will 
then, of necessity, require the aid of 
the British troops. Under this arrange- 
ment, therefore, let permission be 
granted for the entertainment in each 
Zillah of a force sufficient for maintain- 
ing good order and punishing the 
refractory. 


Fourth. 
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be exhibited as valid and substantial - 
therefore the mission of Ameens would 
appear the result of his Excellency’s 
own judgment, and could never excite 
any misconstruction. ‘Fhe Nawaub 
Vizier has given me to understand in 
general terms, that his plan is to place 
his dominions under amanee tuhseel, 
in contradiction to the system of farm- 
ing the revenues. This is all that has 
been recommended to him by the British 
Government; all the minor provisions 
of the plan being left to be settled by 
his Excellency with the Resident, in a 
manner that may be thoroughly satis- 
factory to his Rccellencs: My last 
letter to the late Nawaub Saadut Alee 
defines this principle strictly. What- 
soever be the modification of an ama- 
nee system, Ameens will be requisite, 
and no supposition can ever exist that 
their appointment does not flow from 
the unconstrained wisdom of the Na- 
waub Vizier himself. 


The division of the country into 
Zillahs is in strict accordance with the 
plan submitted to his Excellency’s late 
father, and cannot fail to have my en- 
tire concurrence. It is highly proper 
that the Zillahdars should be attended 
by a suitable retinue. His Excellency 
is aware that, by the provisions of the 
treaty, the number of troops to be 
maintained by the Government of 
Oude is fixed, and that limit will, of 
course, not be exceeded. The requisite 
sebundy and armed Peons, for the pur- 
pose of the collections, will of course 
be maintained by his Excellency’s 
officers. ‘The British troops will al- 
ways be ready to support the just autho- 
rity of the Nawaub Vizier. ‘The ob- 
jections which have been made to the 
employment of the British troops, in 
certain cases, relative to the collec- 
tion of the revenue, did not apply 
to any instance of refractory or re- 
bellious conduct of Zemindars against 
their Sovereign the Nawaub Vizier. 
The suppression of any opposition 
to the authority of his Excellency 
is distinctly a part of the duty of 
those troops. The restriction upon 
their interference referred itself to the 
support of the farmers of the revenue, 
whose extortions drove the Zemindars 
and Ryots into natural resistance. The 
aiding those men in their rapacity and 
oppressions was disgraceful tothe British 
and always affected their feelings pain- 
fully. Abuses of that nature cannot 


be protected by the British troops; but 
when 


seni 
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Fourth. With respect to the admini- 
stration of justice, it has been deter- 
mined that in each division or Zillah a 

erson learned in the law, with the re- 
quisiteestablishment of Omlah (officers), 
shall be attached to the Zillahdar, for 
the purpose of settling the disputes of 
the Zillah, agreeably to the ordinances 
of the holylaw. If one of the litigants 
shall have a doubt regarding the justice 
of the decision, an appeal will lie to 
the court of adawlut at Lucknow; and 
if such party shall still have a doubt, 
he may refer his case to two ductors of 
approved experience in the law, who 
shall be attached to the Presence, and 
who shall constitute the court of sud- 
der appeal. 


Fifth. 1f any one of my relations, 
ependants, servants, or subjects, shall 
89 to your Lordship or to Calcutta to 
Complain, any little attention or re- 
ard to the subject of his complaint 
will be the cause of impairing my dig- 
nity and consequence, and will excite 
Others to follow the same course, and 
©asource of trouble to your Lord- 
ship. 


QI? 


when the establishment of an improved 
system of administration shall afford to 
the British Government a confidence 
that its troops will not be required to 
enforce the orders of rapacious and ty- 
rannical Aumils and farmers, his Ex- 
cellency may rely on their prompt and 
efficacious assistance for the mainte- 
nance of his legitimate rights and au- 
thority. 


I highly applaud his Excellency’s in- 
tention of introducing into his domi- 
mons a regular system for the adminis- 
tration of justice. As this isa subject 
of great importance and difficulty, 
however, it is impossible at present to 
speak more specifically, When _ his 
Excellency shall have cxplained, as 
doubtless he would be solicitous to do, 
to the Resident the details of his plan, 
a just opinion may be formed of its 
probable efficacy. Believing it to be 
a point on which his Excellency would 
be desirous to know my sentiments, I 
shall be prepared to state them with the 
utmost frankness, and I assure myself 
that his Excellency would reccive that 
communication on the subject, through 
the Resident, as the best proof of my 
regard for his interests. 


I also wish to recommend to his Ex- 
cellency’s attention the establishment 
of an efficient police within his territo- 
ries. On this subject the Resident will 
be prepared to entcr into details with 
his Excellency. 


I take this opportunity of adverting 
to the state of the police in those of 
the Honourable Company’s districts 
which border on the territory of the 
Nawaub Vizier, and which, notwith- 
standing the arrangement adopted in 
concert with the late Nawaub Saadut 
Alee Khan, continue to be infested by 
banditti issuing from his lixcellency’s 
territory and finding refuge there with 
their booty. On this point I shall in- 
struct the Resident to address his Excel- 
lency; and I earnestly request his Ex- 
cellency’s attention to what the Resi- 
dent may represent, and the remedy 
which he will suggest to his Excellency 
under my orders. : 


Ican have no hesitation in promis- 
ing this in the fullest manner, with no 
other reservation than what may be 
necessary for the fulfilment of the 
engagements of the British Govern- 
ment, in cases where its guarantee i3 
pledged. 
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ship. 1 hope that immediately on 
their being heard, this answer will be 
given to them:—that they must go 
and refer their complaint to their own 
In the event of their per- 
severing and being urgent, let them be 
turned away with a sharp reprimand, 
that thus my authority and dignity 
may be upheld and the door be shut 
naainst evil; for three degrces of adaw- 
lut have been established here: and if, 
notwithstanding this, a person seeks to 
go from hence, it is a proof that his 
claim is an unjust one. 


Sixth. Whereas charitable gifts and 
endowments bring blessings and pros- 
perity upon a government, are accepta- 
ble in the sight of God, and exalt our 
reputation among men, it 1s my Inten- 
tion that the subject of the rent-free 
Jands, which were conferred during the 
time of my uncle the late Nawaub 
Asu{-ood-Dowlah, and which in conse- 
quence of some doubts were resumed 
in the time of my father, shall be 
enquired into, and that such lands as 
shall appear proper to be released shall 
be restored. Nay, I proose to pro- 
vide, on my own part, a suitable main- 
tenance for the poor and destitute men 
of learning and piety, that being ren- 
dered casy in their circumstances they 
may occupy themselves in prayer for 
long Jife to me and the prosperity of 
my Government. I have written this 
for your Lordship’s information. 


Seventh. My Jate uncle and my 
father went on hunting parties when- 
ever they were so disposed. I propose, 
in this respect, to follow the custom 
of my ancestors; and I have now 
apprized your Lordship of this, that it 
may not be unpleasing to your Lord. 
snip’s mind;—and agrecably to cus- 
tom, let the British troops, on such 
occasions, be under my orders. 


PAPERS. 


As far as [ comprehend this para. 
graph, the object of the Nawaub 
Vizier must be equally just and gene- 
rous. I understand the case to be, 
that certain lands were left by Asuf- 
ood-Dowlah for the support of parti- 
cular individuals or communities. It 
is to be presumed, from his making that 
destination of them, he had the right 
so to alicnate those lands : it is, there- 
fore, a giievance on the pensioners, that 
such a provision should be taken 
from them. Ofcourse, it will redound 
to the honour of the Nawaub Vizier’s 
equity, if those individuals shall be re- 
established in their little comforts. 
His Exccllency’s intention of provid- 
ing, on his own part, a suitable main- 
tenance forthe poor and destitute men 
of learning and piety is highly honour- 
able to his Isxcellency, and must aug- 
ment and extend his reputation. 


This is a point on which his Excel- 
lency will have nothing to consult but 
his own wishes, With respect to the 
troops, they will attend his Excellency 
acco! ding to established practice. 


Having thus replied to the articles contained in the Nawaub Vizier’s paper, 
ina manner which, I trust, will be satisfactory to his Excellency, 1 proceed to 


advert to some other points on which I 


ain desiruus of stating my sentiments. 


His Iixccllency is aware of the opinion which former transactions, as 


well as those of a more recent date, have compelled me to form of the character 
aud disposition of TIukeetn Mehdee Alce Khan, and of the powerful considera- 
tions referring to the interests of both States, which compelled me to recom- 
inend to his Excellency to direct that person to quit the Court and retire to the 
district under his charge, and never to return to Lucknow. His Excellency 
having, in the spirit of friendship and a just attention to the advice of the 
Uiitish Government concented to this measure, it only remains to express my 
assurance that he will not permit it to be delayed or evaded, by the Hukee mon 
any excuse or pretext whatever, ' 

. The 
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The important service rendered to his Excellency, and consequently 
to the British Government, by Rumzaun Alee Khan, at the moment of 
his Excellency’s accession, need not be insisted on nor urged to his Excel- 
lency as giving Rumzaun Alec Khan a claim to his Excellency’s kindness 
and regard. I considered it to be due to him, however, as a person who 
had essentially served both States, to recommend him to the Nawaub Vizier at 
the conference which I had the honour to hold with his Excellency on the 
evening of the 10th instant. His Excellency may be assured, that no unreason- 
able expectations on the part of Rumzaun Alee Khan will ever be countenanced 
by the British Government. All that I feel it incumbent on me to solicit on 
his behalf, besides his Excellency’s general countenance and favour, is the con- 
tinuance to him of his present allowance from his Excellency’s Government, and 
an equivalent for the emoluments of the offices which he held at the period of 
his Excellency’s accession, if ut any time his Excellency should think fit to 
supersede him in the exercise of the functions of those offices. To this extent I 
consider Rumzaun Alee Khan to be entitled to my recommendation of him to 
the justice and liberality of the Vizier, and I offer it in perfect confidence of 
his Excellency’s acceptance of it in the spirit in which itis conceived. 


I trust that the appointment of the persons selected by the Nawaub Vizier to 
conduct the details of business on behalf of his Excellency’s son and Minister, 
the Nawaub Nuseer-ood-Deen Hyder, will, by relieving his Excellency’s mind 
of a burden of detail, and by facilitating a free and unreserved communication 
with the Resident on all points of common interest, promote both his Excel- 
lency’s personal comfort and the welfare of the Government of Oude. While 
those persons continue to act with fidelity towards their master, and shall study 
to promote the genuine interests of his Kxcellency’s Government, they will not 
fail to merit and receive the countenance, approbation, and support of the Bri- 
tish Government, which can never be acquired by any of his Excellency’s sub- 
jects or servants, except by the conduct which I have described. 


The paper delivered to me by his Excellency at the first conference which I 
had the honour to hold with him at Cawnpore, although since withdrawn, con- 
tains many points on which it appears to me that a communication of my senti- 
ments would be satisfactory to his Excellency. I therefore add some observa- 
tions and assurances arising out of the consideration of that paper, which I 
trust will constitute a new ground of confidence, on the part of his Excellency, in 
the sincere interest which the British Government takes in his honour, dignity, 
and welfare, and of my cordial personal disposition to promote them. 


The treaty unquestionably, in every fair construction, purported to leave the 
Nawaub Vizier an independent Sovereign within the reserved dominions. The 
clause by which the interference of the British Government, with advice or 
remonstrance through the Resident, is acknowledged as a right, can never, in 
any decent acceptation, be understood to mean a meddling with the Vizier’s 
family and domestic concerns much less an avowed protection of his servants 
when they act in opposition to the orders of their master, and a pretension to 
bow his Excellency to subservience in the ordinary and indifferent affairs of 
life. No interference of that nature will ever have the countenance of the 
British Government. 


It has already been distinctly explained to his Excellency, in my name, that 
I not only am earnestly desirous that his Excellency should be free and 
padiackled in the choice of his domestic servants, but that I shall derive a posi- 
tive gratification from lcarning that he removes from his presence any indivi- 
duals who may be obnoxious to him, from whatever cause. I take this occasion 
of repeating and recording the sentiment. 


The situation of the Nawaub’s brothers and relations, unless where provision 
is made for them under some guarantee of the British Government, is a matte? 
exclusively for his Excellency’sown judgment. It is asubject on which neither 
the Governor-General nor the Resident, in his official character, will ever 
touch, unless where he has had special instructions, or where his Excellency 
may invite an opinion by some spontaneous introduction of the topic. The 
relations of the Nawaub Vizier must owe to him that obedience and submission 
which is due to theSovereign fiom his re fe all Mohummudan Governments, 
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and the British Government can never legitimately uphold any of them in een. 
tumacy against their Sovereign. The Nawaub Vizier’s resolution not to reduce 
their stipends, while he justly claims the power of doing it, is becoming his 
generosity. 


The completion of the arrangements connected with the retirement to Benares 
of the Nawaub Shums-ood-Dowlah has afforded me great satisfaction. The dis- 
charge of the arrears of the Nawaub’s former stipend, in the manner settled with 
his Excellency at the conference, namely, by the payment being made in the. 
first instance from the Company’s treasury, and the amount to be replaced by the 
Vizier,. has also proved satisfactory to me. 


On the justice or the policy of calling Shums-ood-Dowlah and others to account 
for sums received by them from their late father, the Governor-General might 
offer counsel were it asked, but he could never dictate. It isa concern of the 
Nawaub Vizier’s internal administration. On the face of the thing, it is obvious 
that there would be insuperable difficulty in ascertaining what sums had been 
issued by theJate Vizier to those personages on account for public purposes, or 
what was considered by him as absolute gifts to them. I apprehend that no 
documents exist to mark any such distinction, if even the specific amount of 
monies delivered to Shums-ood-Dowlah and Nuseer-ood-Dowlah can be ascer- 
tained. No proof in that case could be attained beyond their own acknow- 
ledgment. It might, therefore, be most expedient only to call upon them for a 
statement, without appearance of suspicion or harshness of address. This, 
however, is said on an assumption of a fact (the non-existence of official records) 
which may not be accurate. 


His Excellency having intimated, through the Resident, his disposition to 
refrain from any demands respecting this money on the Nawuab Shums-ood- 
Dowlah, a disposition which, under the actual circumstances of the case, I 
highly applaud, his Excellency will perhaps consider what is above stated as 
acquiring greater force in its application to the case of Nuseer-ood-Dowlah. 


If it be the custom of the Nawaub’s family that they should none of them paya 
visit to the Governor-General without previous permission from his Excellency 
the Vizier, the Governor-General undoubtedly will not encourage any breach 
of that observance. 


Nothing can be more humane and generous than the disposition professed by 
the Nawanb Vizier to retain in their situations all those who were in employment 
under his father, on condition of their serving him with attendance and fidelity. 
His Excellency is the only judge as to what number and description of persons 
shall be employed by him. I have only to repeat the assurance, already given, 
that no interference in his Excellency’s family and household will ever be 
practised or countenanced by the British Government. 


British troops are at present employed as guards over the palace, treasury, 
&c. This is a matter wholly dependant on the pleasure of the Vizier, and he 
has only to signify his orders that those duties shall be taken by his own 
sepoys. 


The British Government can have no cognizance of any thing that relates to 
the ladies ofthe muhl or slaves. This observation does not extend to anterior 
fundamental arrangements, in which the British Government may have become 
guarantee for provision to female branches of his Excellency’s family. In all 
other cases any interference of the British Government would be improper. 


I have the sincerest solicitude to give to the situation of the Nawaub Vizier 
every degree of :espectability and comfort. If I fail in the attempt to effect 
that porpuse, it will be only from inability to ascertain in what particulars his 
Excellency feels ill at ease, or considers his dignity not duly consulted. 


The augmentation of business consequent to his Excellency’s accession to the 
musnud, doubtless rendered necessary more frequent communications from the 
Resident than would be recquired in ordinary times. Since that ‘necessity ‘has 
cease] to exist, the intereourse by visit will, of course, revert to its formet 
footing, viz. whensoever the Resident ‘may havo business to ia 
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willsend and’ request that his Excellency will fix a time for honouring him with 
an audience. ‘Whensoever his Excellency may wish to confer with the Resident, 
he will send to propose an interview. The intercourse of the Resident with the 
subordinate Ministers must, of necessity, be frequent, and will of course be 
regulated in such a manner as shall best suit the regular transaction of business 
and the convenience of the parties. 


The British Government is perfectly disposed to render the succession to the 
musnud of Oude in the family of the present Nawaub Vizier secure and un- 
questionable. If the line of that succession, as defined by the law and 
recognized in principle by the country, be certified to the Governor-General, 
the British Government will have no hesitation to guarantee it. 


To conclude, I have only again to request his Excellency to repose entire 
confidence in the justice, honour, and friendship of the British Government, 
and in its earnest desire to promote, by every practicable means, his true 
interests and advantage. I also entreat his Excellency to repose a similar 
reliance on the Resident, Major Baillie, who possesses my entire confidence, and 
whose conduct will be regulated by the principles stated in this paper, and to 
consider the Resident as his friend, and to recur to his advice and assistance in 
ail matters of difficulty and importance, in the perfect confidence that they will be 
directed to no other object than his Excellency’s genuine interest and reputation. 


A true copy: 


Camp, Mahonah, (Signed ) J. ADAM, 
12th November 1814. Secretary to the Government. 





* 
To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 

1. You will receive from the Persian Secretary to the Governor-General a 
copy and translation of a letter addressed to his Lordship by his Excellency the 
Vizier, and of a paper under his Excellency’s seal enclosed in it, together with 
the Governor-General’s reply, enclosing the answers to the Vizier’s papers, and 
copies of them in English and Persian, for your information. 


g. Although you were present at the conference hcld by the Governor-General 
with his Excellency the Vizier on the evening +f the 10th instant, at which the 
substance of the Governor-General’s reply to the Vizier's paper was commu- 
nicated verbally to his Excellency, and are apprized of the views and sentiments 
of his Lordship on all the points to which it relates, his Lordship deems it 
advisable to communicate to you in writing such observations and instructions 
as occur to him to be necessary for your guidance, with reference to the questions 
discussed in the documents above referred to. 


Article 1. 


$. It is only necessary to observe, with reference to this article, that the 
Governor-General considers it to be no less essential to the honour and repu- 
tation of the British Government than to the comfort, independence, and dignity 
of the Vizier, as secured to him by the provisions of the Treaty of Cession, to 
maintain the principle stated in the Governor-General’s answer. His Lordship 
relies with confidence on your disposition cordially and zealously to give effect 
to the views and resolutions of the Governor-General in these respects, and 
both to regulate your own conduct in conformity to this principle and to enforce 
the observance of similar conduct in others. 


. Articles 2 and 3. 

4. It is extremely desirable that the question of the specific plan of reform 
to be introduced into his Excellency’s Government should be decided with the 
least practicable delay. The necessity of a reform need not be insisted on in 
this Babe and you are fully apprized of the sentiments of the Governor. 
eneral on every part of that important subject. Under the tenor of the 
angwer returned by the Governor-General to the second article of the Vigier’s 
Paper, bis Lordship concludes that his Excellency will immediately either 
signify his assent to the plan submitted to him by the British Government, or 
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lay before the Governor-General the plan which he may desire to substitute for 
it. In the former case, you will proceed without delay, in concert with his 
Excellency and his Ministers, to carry the plan into effect throughout his do. 
minions. ‘The Governor-General cannot too earnestly enjoin the most scruy. 
pulous, and even delicate reserve, on your part, on all points connected with 
his Excellency’s selection of the officers to be employed as Ameens, and sub. 
sequently as ‘Tuhseeldars and Zillahdars. The efficiency and success of the 
system depend so much on the proper selection of officers, and the interest of 
the British Government in its efficiency and success is so direct, that his Lord. 
ship cannot relinquish or compromise the right of representing its objections 
to any persons of proved or known incompetence with respect to character or 
qualificattons, with a view to the reconsideration of the selection; but no 
degree of interference beyond that just described would be consistent either 
with the provisions of the treaty, or with that free and independent authority, 
within his own territories, to which the Vizier is justly entitled, and which his 
Lordship is determined to secure to him. You will feel yourself at liberty, 
therefore, to convey to his Excellency, in the most full and explicit manner, 
the resolution of the Governor-General to leave to his Excellency’s free choice, 
with the qualification above stated, the instruments of the proposed reform, 
together with the assurance of his Lordship’s entire reliance on a discreet and 
judicious selection of them: And, on the other hand, you will not hesitate to 
represent any objections which may exist to the employment of particular in- 
dividuals, and request his Excellency to reconsider the subject with a view to 
the appointment of more competent persons. 


5. If the Vizier shall proffer a plan of his own, you will, of course, receive 
and submit it for the consideration of the Governor-General with such observa- 
tions and remarks as may occur to you; and you will suspend any further 
proceedings relative to the reform until the receipt of his Lordship’s instructions, 
which will be communicated without delay. Should neither of the courses 
above adverted to be adopted by the Vizier at an early period, you will be 
pleased to bring the subject to his recollection, and request him to follow one or 
the other, in time to admit of a speedy decision of the question. 


6. I am directed to take this opportunity of adverting to your despatches of 
the dates noted in the margin,* which were not replied to at the time of their 
receipt, as the measures reported in them, relative to the introduction of the 
reform into a part of the Vizier’s dominions with his Excellency’s concurrence 
did not appear to require any special remark or instructions, having been 
adopted under the previous orders of Government. It may not be misplaced 
on the present occasion, however, to signify the Governor-General’s entire 


approbation of thuse proceedings. 
Article 4. 

7. On receiving from the Vizier a communication of the details of his Excel- 
Iency’s plan for the administration of justice within his territories, you will, of 
course, submit them with your own remarks for the consideration of the 
Governor-General. If his Excellency should express a desire to enter on the 
discussion of those details with you, you will, of course, comply with his wishes 
and afford him the benefit of your advice and suggestions, 


8. It occurs to his Lordship, that there can be no better practical basis for a 
system of this nature, than that proposed by his Excellency himself in the first 
paper which he delivered to the Governor-General at Cawnpore, and of which a 
copy is in your possession: viz. the institution of three separate courts for the 
trial of causes arising among the Mussulmans of either sect and the Hindoos. 
His Lordship will approve of your recalling this plan to the Vizier’s consideration, 
if the opportunity shall be afforded you of offering any suggestions on the part 
of the British Government. With respect to the police, his Lordship is not 
prepared to form a decided opinion on the plan which mig be best suited to the 
actual condition of his Excellency’s dominions. His Lordship is disposed to 


think, however, that the charge of the police in the mofussil might be —- 


* 20th July, 29th July, and 2d, 18th, and 26th September. 
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the Zillahdars and subordinate collectors of revenue, and that in some cases the 
Zeminedars might have charge of the police within their own estates, and be held 
responsible for the good order of the tract under their authority. These obser- 
vations are made to enable you, in the event of the subject being brought by 
the Vizier under discussion between his Excellency and yourself, to state your 
Knowledge of the Governor-General'’s sentiments as far as they can yet be 
formed. 


9, With regard to the police of the Honourable Company’s districts bordering 
on the territories of the Vizier, a subject to which the Governor-General attaches 
considerable importance, I am directed to desire that you will bring it to his 
Excellency’s notice with the least practicable delay. His Excellency’s sponta- 
neous offer, declared at the conference, to give orders to the officers of his 
Government to comply, without a reference to his authority, with all applications 
fram the Magistrates of adjoining districts, and of their Potice Daroghas, for the 
seizure of offenders finding refuge in his Excellency’s territories, ‘if acted upon 
with geal, energy, and good faith, might preclude the necessity of any further 
recommendation to his Excellency for the correction of the existing evil. An 
authority limited to the Magistrates and the Daroghas, or Jemadars of thannas, 
to pursue offenders across the frontier, would constitute a material improvement, 
but if you should have reason to think that the latter proposition would be unac- 
ceptable to his Excellency, you will not bring it forward, unless the other plan 
shall be found after experiment to fail. You will, at all events, be pleased to 
request his Exccllency to issue his proposed orders to the officers of his Govern- 
ment and to enforce their obedience. 


10. The estabiishment of either or both of the two plans above adverted to, 
combined with the arrangement already in force relative to the employment of 
the British troops stationed within the territory of Oude, would, if properly 
executed, afford every hope of effecting an improvement in the police of the 
districts adjoining the territories of the Vizier, which can never be attained under 
the present system. The Governor-General is persuaded that his Excellency 
the Vizier will admit, without hesitation, the justice of the grounds on which his 
Lordship feels himself entitled to expect the sincere and cordial co-operation of his 
Government in a measure so essential to the security and comfort of the Honour- 
able Company’s subjects. 


Articles 5, 6, and 7. 


11. These articles require no observation in addition to those stated in the 
Governor-General’s answer to each. 


12. I now proceed to the other points adverted to at the conference, but not 
immediately arising out of the Vizier’s paper. 


13. You are fully aware of the solid grounds of justice and expediency on 
which the Governor-General felt himself entitled to recommend to the Vizier 
the removal from Lucknow of Hukeem Mehdee Alee Khan. His Excellency 
having assented to the measure without reserve, the Governor-General does not 
doubt that it will be carried into effect. As the early removal of the Hukeem is 
considered, under actual circumstances, to be of urgent importance, you will be 
pleased to move his Excellency to carry it into exccution without delay, and not 
to admit of any excuse or pretence on the part of the Ilukeem to evade the 
order. It is superfluous to observe, that as the Governor-General would not 
have proposed the measure, except under a firm conviction that the continued 
residence of the Hukeem at Lucknow was irreconcilable with the real interests 
of the State of Oude and of the British Government, his Excellency cannot 
recede from a proposition so deliberately made and unequivocally assented to. 


14, The caseof Rumzaun Alee Khan is one deserving of the kindness and con- 
sideration of the Vizier and of the regard of the British Government, whose inte- 
rests were essentially served by the conduct of that person, in immediately com- 
municating to you, and to you alone, the demise of the Nawaub Saadut Alee 
Khan, by which means you were enabled to take the precautions necessary for 
securing the unopposed accession of the present Vizier. The Governor-General 
infers, from the remarks which fell from the Vizier on this subject at the con- 
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ier ites ference, that Rumzaun Alee, Khan estimates his service on, this. o¢casion tog ., 
ous er 1 highly, and founds on it unreasonable pretensions. No countenance can, of 


cases course, be given to such pretensions; but the Governor-General has inserted ia 
Letter the answer to the Vizier’s paper, his expectation, founded on his Excellency’s 


a Secretary to promise at the conference, that Rumzaun Alee Khan shall continue in.the enjoy- 
7overnment. . «ta? . 
ment of his actual allowance from the Vizier’s Government, and receive ap, 
equivalent for the emoluments of the offices which he held at the Court of 
Lucknow at the period of the Vizier’s accession, in the event of his Excellency 
not deeming it to be proper to continue him in the exercise of those functions, 
To this extent, therefore, you are authorized, in the event of any attempt to 
deprive Rumzaum Alece Khan of the advantages above specified, to interpose in 
his behalf, by representation to the Vizier, and by reminding him of the assu- 
rance which he gave to the Governor-General on the subject. 


15. You will observe that the Governor-General has added to the answers to 
the Viziei’s requests, and to the communication on the other points above 
referred to, some observations regarding the just and fair construction, in his 
Lordship’s estimation, of the terms of the treaty, as referring to the nature and 
extent of the Vizier’s authority within the reserved dominions, and an exposition 
of the principles on which his Lordship proposes to regulate his conduct towards 
the State of Oude, There are other observations, also, suggested by the tenor 
of the first paper delivered by the Vizier to the Governor-General at Cawnpore, 
which although since withdrawn, furnish the opportunity of stating to his Excel- 
lency the sentiments of the Governor-General, on several points on which a 
knowledge of them must be satisfactory. 


16. The Governor-General cannot omit this opportunity of communicating to 
you some obscrvations and instructions relative to the course of conduct which 
he considers it to be proper for the Resident at Lucknow invariably to pursue, 
as being equally prescribed by the fair construction of the treaty of 1801, and by 
every principle of sound policy with relation to the Court of Lucknow. 


17. In construing the terms of the recorded engagements between the Ho- 
nourable Company and the Nawaub of Oude, it is required by every principle 
of justice, that the most liberal and comprehensive meaning should be given to 
such articles as are in favour of that party, whose weakness presents no security 
for him but in that good faith on which he has relied. If abstract equity ofter 
this conclusion, his Excellency ts no less persuaded that sound policy will equally 
uphold it. It would be much gained, were one only to avoid the chance of that 
extremity, which should force you to withdraw the Nawaub’s Government and 
establish your own in these territories: because such a necessity, though it might 
morally exist, could never be made out to the world, and the seizure of the 
Nawaub’s possessions, would be universally stigmatized as a premeditated usurpa- 
tion, arising from a base cupidity. When an exigency, such as that alluded to, 
is supposed possible, the circumstance which could create it demands close 
reflection. One case alone can be imagined, capable of driving us to a conduct 
$0 repugnant to our wishes, namely, the discovery that the Nawaub had secretly 
leagued himself with the enemies of the British Government, and was practising 
with them for our overthrow. This case, however, could not occur but through 
absolute desperation on the part of the Nawaub; and such desperation could 
only be produced by his undergoing a course of indignities or oppressions which 
he would regard in that light, 90 as that he should think the most unpromising 
conspiracy preferable to submission under such insults. Our interests might be 
very seriously affected by that temper in the Nawaub. Itis true he has no troops, 
but he has much mischief in his power. He has vast command of money. 
Supplying by stealth funds to those who would with such a resource be able to 
levy any number of men, he might draw upon the Company the expense and 
danger of awar, leaving it infinitely difficult for us to trace his having furnished 
those supplies. The rendering the situation of the Nawaub comfortable is, there- 
fore, an object no less incumbent on our policy than dictated by our generous 
feelings, ‘This consideration, then, is to be held perpetually in view by the 
Resident, and eminently to guide his procedures. 


18. The reservation by treaty of a right to interfere with advice or remon- 


strafice upon any management of affairs within the Nawaub’s reserved ae 
whic 
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which may injuriousty affect: the British: interest, “clearly implies that, in all 
other respects, the administration of the Nawaub is to be free: but, indeed, it 
is evident from the whole tenor of the treaty, that an uninterrupted exercise of 
his own authority within the reserved dominions was assured to him, in order to 
qualify the very strong step which we took in appropriating to ourselves (as an 
exchange for the subsidy) so large a portion of his territories. The Nawaubis, 
consequently, to be treated in all pablic observance as an independent prince. 
Essentially he must be subservient to the British Government; but in propor- 
tion as that pomt is secure, personal attentions to him involve no inconvenience, 
and on the other hand’ they cannot but be productive of advantage. 


19. In all intercourse the Resident should consider himself as the ambas- 
sador from the British Government to an acknowledged Sovereign. A respectful 
urbanity, and a strict fulfilment of established ceremonials, should thence be 
preserved by the Resident towards his Excellency. The latter must be conscious 
of the- power of the Resident to exercise influence over him, so that any parade 
of that influence in the eyes of others must be no less useless than revolting. 
It must, therefore, be the care of the Resident, cautiously to abstain from any 
such ostentation of authority. He is, in a most special manner, to forbear from 
countenancing or encouraging any servant of the Nawaub in contumacious 
opposition to his master; and he should lay it down as a positive rule, not to 
recommend from hig own household any person for reception into the immediate 
suiteof the Nawaub = In regard tointerviews, regular form should be invariably 
maintained. When the Resident desires to communicate with the Nawaub, he should 
always send to ask the audience, and not repair at once to the palace, so as to give 
the appearance of the Nawaub’s being constrained to grant it, howsoever incon- 
venient. Within the palace as well as in public, whatever nay be the intimacy 
which prior habits or services have established between the Nawaub and the 
Resident, an air of deferential politeness should be maintained by the Resident. 
This can never deceive the Nawaub into resistance against any Just propositions 
of theResident, but will, on the contrary, make him the morc flexible, lest he 
shouldforfeit a show of respect calculated to exalt him in the eyes of his subjects. 
Finally, after what has receatly passed, the Resident should be cautious not to 
let any of the gentlemen attached to the Residency slide into regular functions 
in any of the Nawaub’s establishments. Such a position must always militate 
with their primary duties, and cannot fail to lead to irrregularities.  ‘Lhis obser- 
vation does not extend to the physician. ‘The claims of humanity would forbid 
any shackle to the Nawaub’s addressing himself for medical advice to the sur- 
geon of the Residency, and there can be no objection to any arrangement which 
shall make that recurrence more prompt and Satisfactory. 


20. By a due regard to these principles, the Governor-General hopes that 
both yourself and succeeding Residents will obtain from the Nawaub a willing 
compliance, on every occasion where it may be necessary to interpose advice, an 
acquiescence of very different import to the intcrests of the British Government 
from that enforced, reluctant, and tardy submission, which leaves the minds of 
the parties soured, and thence leads inevitably to mischievous estrangement. 

I have, &c. 

Camp, Mahonah, (Signed) J. ADAM; 

12th November 1814. Secretary to the Government. 
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The Governor-General’s Afinute. 


In order that my view of the extraordinary transactions to which the foregoing 
documents relate may be distinctly understood, it is necessary that I should enter 
into details which are not furnished by those documents. 


When I arrived at Cawnpore, viz. on the 8th October, I had not the remotest 
suspicion that Major-Baillie was not to the highest degree in the good graces of 
the Nawaub Vizier. The Ictters of Major Baillie, my only source of informa- 
tion, pictured the confidence and attaclment of the Nawaub Vizier towards him 
inthe most glowing colours: and although Major Baillic made some complaint 
about his Excellency’s hanging back from the reform of the revenue adininistra- 
tion, I did not put upon the circumstance amy construction beyond this: that 
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the Resident had used an indiscreet importunacy on that particular point, wh; 
had made the Nawaub Vizier regard the subject with some distastes h, Which 


The visit which the Nawaub Vizier first paid to me was a matter of such 
ceremony as left no room for deducing any conclusions, I only made it the 
opportunity of testifying to his Excellency such dispositions as were calculated to 
invite his fullest reliance on me. 


On Thursday the 13th October, I returned his Excellency’s visit. After 
breakfast I requested that I might have some private conversation with him, [| 
had the day before desired the Resident to apprize him that I should do go, 
On his proposing to retire to an inner tent, I begged that Mr. Ricketts (Mr. 
Adam was unwell) and Mr. Swinton, as well as the Resident, might accompany 
us, stating that the two first were necessarily to be apprized of all that might 
there take place, and might therefore as well witness the conversation as have 
it subsequently retailed by me. This was admitted. The conversation com- 
menced by the tender by the Vizier of the loan (see despatch to his Excellency 
the Vice-President in Council dated 29th October*) to the Honourable Company 
of one crore of rupees, and which was accepted with suitable expression of my 
sense of the friendly spirit in which the offer was made, and then entered into 
the views of the British Government regarding his Excellency’s situation, which 
were calculated to excite great satisfaction in him; for they not only extin- 
guished some apprehensions which I am sure he entertained, but they must have 
gone beyond his hopes in the sccurity they afforded for his future comfort. I 
entreated him to repose himself without reserve on Major Baillie, whom I stated 
as possessing my entire confidence ; and I told his Excellency that if any thing 
capable of promoting his respectability and ease were Icft unarranged, it would be 
his own fault in not suggesting the pointsto me. It did strike me that this address 
was not met by his Excellency with as much display of gratification as I 
thought it might naturally have produced ; but I ascribed this, on reflection, 
to the habitual gravity of countenance which the Asiatics are accustomed to 
preserve. His [Excellency then presented a paper,t containing, as he said, 
certain articles to which he solicted my attention. I handed it to Mr. Swinton 
saying that it would be translated by that gentleman, and that I would then 
lose no time in answering it. Major Baillie took the paper and began to 
examine it with an apparent anxiety, which proved that such a production was 
unexpected by him. I interrupted this by a remark, that no comment could 
be made on the sudden upon a document of that nature, and that I must see its 
contents in English before I could discuss them. 


Mr. Clarke had been introduced to my Secretary, Mr. Thompson, by a letter 
from Mr. Alexander, in which the latter represents Mr. Clarke as not only a 
person of tried integrity, but as one so possessed of the language, and so con- 
versant with all concerns at Lucknow, as that he might be very useful to Mr. 
Thompson in his arrangements for our progress, on which ground Mr. Alexander 
recommended him to acquaintance and attention. Captain McLeod's sister 
was intimately known by Lady Loudon when in Scotland, whence civilities had 
been shown to him while he was in Calcutta. From this cause those gentlemen 
were asked to dine with me on the same day. 


When they arrived at Cawnpore they went to Mr. Thompson’s tent. As a 
mere loose topic of conversation, he said that he trusted I had left the Nawaub 
Vizier’s mind thoroughly comfortable. He was astonished at their answering, 
“ so far from it, he is in a state of absolute despair.” On bis asking the 
meaning of such an assertion, they told him that the Nawaub Vizier had 
reckoned upon being delivered from the despotism of Major Baillie, but that 
1 had, on the contrary rivetted his chains, by declaring that Major Baillie pose 
sessed my entire confidence. Mr. Thompson very properly judged that I 
ought not to be left ignorant of the circumstance, and communicated it accord: 
ingly. I desired to see the two gentlemen, and I received them separately. 
could not have the least doubt of the Nawaub’s having imparted to them all 
that passed at the interview, for the course of the conversation which I had 
held was accurately detailed by each of them. No Minister or attendant of the 

Nawaub 
* Vide page 711. 
+ See Document marked No. }. 
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Nawaub had been present, therefore his Excellency himself was the only 
person capable of imparting what had then passed. In answer to my questions, 
many matters felt as grievances by the Nawaub were mentioned by them. Not 
either of them spoke with the slightest asperity of Major Baillie, and Captain 
McLeod appeared to me not frank enough in his replies. I had, either on the 
preceding day or the-day before that, endeavoured to obtain from him informa- 
tion about a story current in the camp, of a servant of the Nawaub’s having 
been wounded by the Suwarree of the Resident, and the tone of his answers had 
really made me believe that he was labouring to give a favourable colour to the 
transaction from attachment to Major Baillie. I said to both those gentlemen, 
that though I could not doubt the accuracy of their information, the statement 
did not come in a form which I could recognize ; that the Nawaub himself was 
the only person from whom I could formally know particulars of such a nature 3 
and that I had reason to complain of his not unbosoming himself, when I had 
given him such ample encouragement in the morning. ‘Their remark was, that 
his Excellency’s mind was in such subjection to Major Baillic, as that he would 
never attempt to complain of that gentleman in his presence. 


This passed on Thursday. The Nawanb Vizier was to dine with me on the 
Saturday. Inthe interval a letter came from Mr. Clarke, requesting, on the 
part of his Excellency, that when he should arrive at my quarters 1 would give 
him the opportunity of speaking to me in private without Major Baillie’s being 
present. I requested Mr. Ricketts to answer the letter, imtimating that the 
desired opportunity should be given to the Nawaub Vizier; but observing that 
the application should have come through the official channel of one of the 
Government secretaries, and cautioning Mi. Clarke against bearing any further 
part in such a correspondence. 


When the Nawaub came, ws. on the 15th of October, I expressed my wish 
that he would retire with me to a private room, telling Major Baillie that I 
thought it would be most delicate to dispense with his attendance. 1 told the 
Nawaub, however, that I nist take the hberty of having Mr. Ricketts, Mr. 
Adam, and Mr. Swinton piesent, as they were my confidential assistants, sworn 
to secrecy, and as I had made the resolution that I never would have a private 
conference with any Native Prince unless they witnessed the interview. 


His Excellency did not object. I then asked if he wished that any of his 
suite should be present. He said it was unnecessary. My first question to his 
Excellency was, whether he had authorized Mr. Clarke to request that I would 
give his Excellency the opportunity of a conference without Major Baillie’s being 
present. He answered that he had authorized Mr. Clarke to that effect. My 
reply was, that I was happy to mect his wishes; but that as ] could not rest on 
what Mr. Clarke had loosely said, 1 entreated his Excellency to explain himself 
to me without reserve. 


The Vizier took this occasion to observe that he had proposed to advance 
to the Honourable Company a crore of rupees by way of loan, but that this 
was nothing, and he begged that it might be accepted as a free gift. The 
obvious objections to my receiving the money on any other terms that that of 
afoan were explained to his Excellency. I repeated my assurances, that it 
was the sincere disposition of the British Government to uphold his dignity 
and to promote his comfort. He still maintained an unaccountable silence as to 
particulars, but he said that he had drawn up a paper explaining the objects for 
which he looked to my justice and kindness, though he had not brought it 
with him; and he added, that he would transmit it on the morrow, with every 
hope that I would attend to it. I assured him that the contents of the paper 
should be duly weighed; but I observed, that the duration of my stay at 
Cawnpore must be short, and that we should expedite matters much if he would 
now enable me to discuss with him the outline of what he had committed to 
writing. He appeared so shy, that I doubted whether he really thought me 
sincere in the invitation I had given him to speak; so that I repeated again 
with energy the assertion that the British Government had no indirect views, 
pee only required to know what would best advance his prosperity and satis- 

action. 
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Still his Excellency maintained the same caution, only referring me to 
Hukeem Mehdee Alee Khan. This he did twice. It appeared to me awkward 
to take the Hukeem into consultation after ] had entertained an objection to that 
individual’s being contemplated by his Excellency for his Minister, on account 
of recorded obstructions attempted by Hukeem Mehdee Alee Khan to purposes 
of the British Government: the interview therefore closed. Mr. Clarke after- 
wards declared that the Nawaub Vizier had pleaded his knowledge of Mr, 
Swinton’s peculiar attachment to Major Raillie, as the reason for his not having 
availed himself of the opening thus afforded to him. 


In this state matters continued till I reached Lucknow; nor did any thing 
particular occur for a short time after my arrival there. The second paper 
promised by the Nawaub Vizier was not sent until the second day after my 
arrival, and then only in consequence of my having taken occasion, at a visit 
the Vizier paid to me at Constantia, at breaktast, to say to his Excellency that I 
had delayed the answer to the first paper until I had received the further one 
promised. It was then sent to Mr. Swinton (sce Document No. 2). A morn. 
ing or two afterwards, when we had been to see an elephant fight at a country 
palace of the Nawaub Vizier’s, at the breakfast which followed, his Excellency 
said two or three things, which I understood, across me to Major Baillie. He 
then said something which I did not exactly catch, my attention having been 
attracted elsewhere. Major Baillie on this said to me, “ His Excellency 
** desires that J would petition your Lordship, in his name, to appoint Mr. 
Wilson physician to his Excellency’s person.” It had been represented by 
Mr. Clarke, that a heavy grievance of the Vizier’s was Major Baillie’s endea- 
vouring to deprive him of Mr. Law, and to fix his (Major Baillie’s) own physician, 
Mr. Wiison, on his Excellency. Struck with this recollection, and not confi- 
dent that the phrase which I had loosely heard anplied itself to a physician at all, I 
answered that I could not give any promise so much on the sudden, as there 
might be objections to which | was not at the instant able to advert. The next 
day we went to course antelopes with cheetas in the park of Dil Coosha. The 
Nawaub Vizicr remarked to me the unfitness of the hackeries on which two 
cheetas of mine were carried. Immediately after I heard him ask Captain 
Gilbert to breakfast with him the next morning. Captain Gilbert had so little 
suspicion of any political objects being involved in the invitation, that he 
came in the middle of the day to ask me if J would allow him to take my 
aide-de-camp, Captain M‘Rae to the breakfast. His addressing me for that 
leave gave me the opportunity of speaking to him ona point which I should 
not otherwise bave thought of mentioning to him. 


I told him it was clear to me that the Nawaub had desired his attendance 
for the purpose of arranging with him some kind of carriage for my cheetas, 
which I desired Captain Gilbert to resist, as I had already got Captain Gilbert 
to provide convenient vehicles; but I said, ‘as you are to have this conver- 
‘* sation, I wish you would deaterously make out for me what is the Nawaub’s 
‘¢ real wish about a physician, it being doubtful to me whether he prefers Mr. 
«© Law or Mr. Wilson.” 


After breakfast the next morning, the Nawaub took Captain Gilbert into a 
private room. Before his Excellency began any discourse Captain Gilbert asked 
him (as if trom a sudden thought of his own) which of the two he wished to 
have for his physician, The Nawaub in the most earnest terms exclaimed, that 
he wished for Mr. Law, and he reprobated the attempt of Major Baillie to force 
Mr. Wilson upon him. His Excellency then unfolded a long string of griev- 
ances avainst Major Baillie, professing that, as long as Major Buillic should remain 
at Lucknow, he (the Nawaub) could never have an hour's comfort. He urged 
this with great apparent earnestness and much repetition, confirming more than 
once the expression of his wish that Mr. Law should not be removed, and closing 
the conversation by saying, ‘‘ 1 was very anxious to confide all this to you. 
His Excellency never adverted to the cheetas, or to any other subject than ae 
own distresses, so that, as far as one can judge from appearances, he had desire 
the interview for the sole purpose of communicating his discontent. Captain 
Gilbert very properly waited upon me as soon as he was dismissed by the Nawaub 
Vizier, and imparted to me this extraordinary conversation. ae 


» 
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On the morrow I was to review the subsidiary battalions at the cantonment, 
and the Nawaub Vizier was ta accompany me. My horses being sent forward 
to the review ground, I went in my phaeton to the gate of the Nawaub’s palace, 
which was in our road. His Excellency being a-foot at the gate, I invited him into 
the phaeton with me. On our way I told him that Captain Gilbert had informed me 
of his Excellency’s wishes in favour of Mr. Law, and I said that Mr. Law should 
be appointed accordingly. Though I have not in the language that facility which 
is requisite for conversation, I possess it sufficiently not to err in the structure 
of a phrase when I have time to meditate it ; therefore I am quite sensible that 
in my expressions to the Nawaub | did not leave room for miscomprehension, 
IIe immediately clasped my hands eagerly, and with more veracity of counte- 
nance than I had ever before witnessed in him, he said that he had no hope but 
in my kindness. That this statement may not be too prolix, 1 endeavoured to 
avoid advertence to any thing which may be recorded in other documents rela- 
tive to this transaction ; yet I cannot omit observing, that when Mr. Ricketts 
went by my desire to appiize the Nawaub that I should take him into a private 
room at the Resident’s (where we were to meet at dinner), without allowing 
Major Baillie to be present, and to bey his Exccllency to consider the speaking 
before Mr. Ricketts, Mr. Adam, and Mr. Swinton, exactly the same thing as if 
lic spoke to me alone, bis Excellency confirmed to Mr. Ricketts all that he had 
said to Captain Gilbert, and he closed with apparently an unpremeditated ebulli- 
tion of, “cannot you ect Major Baillie removed r” 


The next conference took place at the Residency on the evening of the 31st 
October, in conscquence of what passed at the visit paid to the Nawaub Vizier 
by Mr. Ricketts on the forenoon of that day, as above mentioned. There 
were present, besides the Vizier and myself, Mr. Ricketts, Mr. Adam, and Mr. 
Swinton. His Excellency was asked again to state, without reserve, what his 
real wishes were; and I assured him that I had no object but his honour and 
welfare. His Excellency presented a paper,* saying that it contained the 
points on which he was desirous of receiving my acquiescence ; that it con- 
tained, also, those matters which were stated in detail in the paper delivered 
to Mr. Ricketts. Some ot the subjects were then adverted to. The Vizier 
suddenly remarked, that he wished to have my order that the nobut, which 
had been prevented from beating at the gateway, might be allowed to beat: 
and on being questioned about it, and the reason why it did not beat, his Excel- 
lency observed that it did not beat because the sound disturbed the Resident. 
The Vizier seemed to have this point much at heart ; for as the conference was 
breaking up he said with eagerness, “*I hope your Lordship will order the 
nobut to beat: let it beat to-morrow morning.” Another point, and which 
had been stated to Mr. Ricketts, was now discussed : the appointment of per- 
sons to fill the office of Paishcar to his son and his grandson, whom he proposed 
to appoint, the one to be Minister and the other chief judge. His Excellency 
stated his wish to be, that Hukeem Mchdee or Imam Bukhsh should be Paish- 
car; some uncertainty appearing as to whether he meant that one or the other 
should be appointed, or both, a conversation ensued on the subject, which 
was ended by his Excellency saying that ‘or’ was written in the paper. I 
observed, that a necessity existed for the Paishcar being a person who had not 
only the confidence of his Excellency but that of the British Government ; 
that the conduct and known disposition of Hukeem Mehdee were such as to 
make it impossible for the British Government to confide in him; and that his 
appointment, consequently, would not promote harmony and good understand. 
ing between the two States. The Vizier said that Hukeem Mehdee was a man 
of capacity and integrity, and had his confidence,. but that he had enemies 

ecause he would not join with others (meaning the Resident), and that he 
hoped that he might be appointed ; to which I replied, that the British Govern. 
ment had good information, and could not confide in Hukeem Mehdee asa 
Minister, That, however, it was not at all my wish that Hukeem Mehdee 
should be excluded from his Excellency’s service: that, on the contrary, I 
thought his employment as a revenue officer was advantageous to his Excel- 
lency’s interests. ‘The Vizier did not urge the point further, but said that he 


hoped 


* See Document marked No. 5. 
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hoped there was no objection to Imam Bukhsh: to which I observed, that | 
knew of none, but would if he pleased enquire. His Excellency replied, that 
he would give in the names of several persons from amongst whom a Paishca; 
might be selected: to which I said, that I could make no selection, as the 
choice must be his own. 


At this conference the Vizier observed that he had complaints against Majar 
Baillie, and that the paper contained them all. Qn leaving the room his Excel. 
lency spoke again about the nobut, as before stated. I remarked: that some 
mistake must have occurred about it, but that enquiry should be made and an 
answer given before his Excellency left the house. I accordingly desired Mr. 
Adam to ask Major Baillie whether he had in any manner interfered about the 
nobut. Major Baillie declared that he never had, directly or indirectly, 
interfered; that the nobut had never been beaten at the new palace, but had 
remained at the old palace; that he concluded, that after the new nobut 
khana was built, the late Vizier observing its contiguity to the Residency, 
had, out of consideration for his (Major Baillie’s) comfort, refrained from 
beating it. I in consequence requested the Nawaub Vizier to order the nobut 
to be beaten at the new palace whenever he pleased. 


On the following day Agha Meer was sent with the message to Mr. Adam 
and Mr. Swinton, as detailed in their report ; and on the day after those gen. 
tlemen waited on his Excellency, aud reccived the communication, also detailer 
in their report, and in the letter from the Vizier, retracting the complaint: 
against Major Baillie, and charging Captain McLeod, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Law, 
and Mr. De L’Etang, with having urged him to make them. On the 4t] 
November Mr. Ricketts, Mr. Adam, and Mr. Swinton waited on the Nawaut 
Vizier, in pursuance of my written instructions to them. All that followed 
appears in the papcrs marked Nos. 10 et seq.: except that, although the 
Nawaub Vizier persisted to Mr. Ricketts, Mr. Adam, and Mr. Swinton, in thc 
assertion that my name had not been used to influence his Excellency’s sudden 
change of conduct, Captain McLeod maintained to me that Hukeem Mehdee 
Alee Khan, and two others whom he specified, were present when Agha Meer 
did use my name to frighten his master into compliance with the counsel which 
he then gave. ‘The language supposed to have been used by Agha Meer to the 
Nawaub was, “that his Excellency had ruined himself; that the Governor- 
« General was outrageous at his Excellency’s complaints against Major Baillie, 
‘and even talked of removing the Nawaub from the musnud ; and that there 
‘* was noremedy but to declare he had been misled by the artifices of others to 
‘* profess what was most opposite to the wishes or dictates of his heart.” | 
have no doubt but that Ilukeem Mehdee Alee Khan asserted this to C&ptain 
McLeod. Whether it were true, or only a daring attempt of the Hukeem’s to 
overbear the Nawaub by the testimony of himself and his colleagues, I cannot 
guess, The Hukeem, I apprehend, was anxiaus to be brought forward and 
examined, for Captain McLeod earnestly petitioned that those persons should 
be questioned on the point in presence of the Nawaub. I told Captain 
McLeod, that after the positive declaration of the Nawaub on the subject, I 
could not do any thing which would so distinctly impeach his veracity by 
implication, as the examining his servants on the point. Another solicitation 
made by Captain McLeod and Mr. Clarke was rejected by me on the same 
ground of delicacy. His Excellency had charged them with having impressed 
him with the notion that I disliked Major Baillie, and that his Excellency could 
not gratify me more than by affording me ostensible ground for removing that 
gentleman from his situation. Captain McLeod and Mr. Clarke severally 
denied having ever uttered any insinuation of thattenor, and they implored that 
I would sit as in council and receive their declaration on oath, in face of the 
Nawaub Vizier, as to the absolute non-existence of any colour for that charge 
against their probity. Awkward as the procedure would have been, I know not 
that J could have brought myself to refuse to those gentlemen the means of 
expurgation equitably due when their honour was so arraigned, had I not felt 
myself ready to record the most unwavering conviction of their entire imno- 


cence in that particular. The charge carries no probability on the face Bog = 
os 
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Those gentlemen might have personal dislike to Major Baillie, but that they 
should indulge it atthe extreme risk which they must be aware would attend a 
misrepresentation so likely to be brought to the test, is not credible, That any 
advantage to themselves, other than the gratification of spleen against the 
Resident, could arise out of this machination, has not been surmised, and is 
not readily conceivable: on the other hand, they were to hazard situations of 
considerable profit for an object which might prove unattainable, even after 
their fullest success, in influencing the Nawaub Vizier’s mind. In this argu- 
ment I put aside the weight due to their personal characters. At the same 
time I should remark, that could only be done for the purpose of exposing more 
distinctly the absence of likelihood in the imputation against them; because om 
any other principle, their untainted integrity would be forcibly plcadable 
against aloose accusation. Still this accusation has been made ; therefore it is 
necessary to account for it. 


It is to me perfectly clear, that the Nawaub Vizicr has had floating dissatis- 
factions against Major Baillie. I myself have witnessed in the latter towards the 
Nawaub Vizier little points of behaviour which could not but wound his Excel 
lency. When the Resident, who had received checks from me by Ictter on that 
very head, could not avoid sliding into the error while 1 was present, it must be 
imagined that at other times he has becn still less measured in his deportment. 
The being exhibited to by-standers as in a state of tutelage, has, I suspect, given 
the Nawaub Vizier a degree of irritation, which clouded the recollection of 
those essential services rendered to him by Major Baillie. With these feelings 
he has expressed his impatience to those around him, and probably declared his 
wish to get rid of the present Resident. It was the interest of Hukeem Mchdee 
Alee Khan, who knew that Major Baillie regarded him hostilely, to inflame the 
Nawaub Vizier’s discontent, and to advise his Excellency’s endeavouring to 
secure the testimonics of Captain McLeod, Mr. Clarke, and Mr. Law, as to 
the validity of his grievances, in case his [Excellency’s representation should 
lead me to institute any inquiry : hence arose those spontaneous complaints of 
his Excellency to thuse gentlemen, which unavoidably implicated them, to a 
certain degree, in his views. It is very probable that the Hukeem, in order to 
excite his master to lay the case before me, represented those gentlemen as con- 
curring more actively with his Excellency than it ever was in their contemplation 
todo ; and I suspect that the Nawaub Vizier las confounded some statement 
of that sort, or some assurances of the Hukeem, in such a manner as to per- 
suade himsclf he had received them directly from the gentlemen in question. I 
ground this belief on my observation of the conduct of the respective parties. 
in the procedure of Captain McLeod and Mr. Clarke, I see nothing but their 
persuasion that they were fulfilling their duty, not to the Nawaub Vizier but to 
me, in facilitating the personal appeal of his Excellency to the Governor- 
General, in a case which could not pass through the Resident, because it was a 
charge against that individual. Not either of those gentlemen ever attempted 
an insinuation against Major Baillie, or endeavoured to uphold what they quoted 
as the Nawaub’s language by any invidious construction. With Mr. Law or 
Mr. De L'Etang I never had the slightest communication on the subject: on 
the other hand, the assertion of the Nawaub Vizier, that he acted contrary to 
his own disposition at the instigation of the two first gentlemen is obviously 
incorrect. In the first place, had he believed that the criminating Major Baillie 
would be agreeable to me, he would have taken the step roundly: on the 
contrary, it was clear that there was something on his mind which he feared to 
bring out in his interviews with me, probably from his supposition that the 
Secretaries were favourable to Major Baillie; but beyond: this there is pre- 
sumptive evidence of no ordinary force. What could be his motive for seeking 
the conversation with Captain Gilbert, not improving a casual opportunity for 
it, but making it matter of appointment. Had he been acting contrary to 
his private inclination in bringing forward complaints against Major Baillie, 
he would have thought that he did enough to secure my good-will by the sort: ot 
‘demi-official representation which he had advanced. Captain Gilbert had been 
known to him of old; but-it could not be either that degree of acquaintance, 
or his knowledge of Captain Gilbert’s possession of the language, which should 
lead to make so peculiar a communication so deliberately. What could be have 
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in view, but the speculation that Captain Gilbert, from his having married a 
near relation of Lady Loudon’s, was a good channel to nity ear: and be -is 
remarked, that a private and indirect representation of that kind was not of 
quality to answer my imagined wish of having astensible ground for removin 
Major Baillie from his station. It is further observable, that on the night when 
we took our leave, the Nawaub Vizier went up toCaptain Gilbert, and taking the 
hand of the latter placed it on his (the Nawaub's) breast, saying with a look of 
uncommon distress, ‘‘ whatsoever has happened do not think I have cast off 
‘+ your friendship: I hope to prove it to you in happier times.” Why was not 
the present moment happy, when he had obtained a security for his digaity, his 
internal independence, and his comfort, beyond what his fondest hope could 
have expected? It requires very little perspicacity to see that the intrigue of 
Hukeem Mehdee Alee Khan was overset by some other intrigue, in which a mure 
efficacious influence was employed ; that a branch of the practice on the mind of 
the Nawaub Vizier was the recallmg him to a sense of the obligations under which 
he lay to Major Baillie, contrasting their magnitude with the frivolity of what 
his Excellency urged as grievances ; and that his Excellency, to extricate him- 
self from the embarrassment, threw upon the shoulders of others the burden 
which belonged only to his own. The reward of success in this intrigue was the 
raising to the situation of Minister Agha Meer, a low man who had waited behind 
the Nawaub’s son at my table at Cawnpore, and whose name had never been 
mentioned in the list of persons eligible for such an appointment in any of the 
frequent previous discussions. The issue of the intrigue was none of my 
business. I had only to accept the Nawaub Vizier’s own statements, and to 
concur in what he chose to say was his wish. It was solely incumbent on me 
not to let the European gentlemen labour under an imputation, which I 
conscientiously believe they have in no shape merited. ‘The laxity with which 
the accusation was hazarded cannot be estimated better than by the following 
fact. Mr. De L’Etang was charged by the Nawaub Vizier with having acted 
in concert with Captain McLeod, Mr. Law, and Mr. Clarke, in this conspiracy. 
Each of those gentlemen has declared in the most solemn manner, that he never 
conversed with Mr. De L’Etang on the subject, or was aware that Mr. De 
L’Etang was privy to it. I mentioned this to Major Baillie, who answered that 
he believed their assertion to be strictly true; adding, ‘‘ 1 believe the Nawaub 
‘‘ has been sorry to have incurred the expense of inviting Mr. De L’Etany into 
‘« his service, and lays hold of this excuse to get rid of him.” ‘The circumstance 
affords an impressive comment on the rest of the transaction. 


The last conference which I had with the Vizier was on the evening of the 
10th of November, and the sabstance of it is fully detailed in my answer 
dated 12th November to the Vizier’s paper marked No. 32. 


It will be perceived from some expressions in the above detail, that I was not 
altogether satisfied with Majo: Baillic. ‘There certainly were particulars which 
I found reason to censure, and others on which I suspected disapprobation ought 
to rest. I had, however, in candour to wake allowance for the position of 
estrangement with the late Nawaub Vizier into which Major Baillie had na- 
turally slidden, through his efforts to carry points unpalatable to the Nawaub 
under the injunction of Government, and 1 had to regard as almost unavoidable 
the little effusions of spleen which sometimes tinged their intercourse. Nor 
was it to be too rigidly condemned, if Major Baillie, on the accession of the new 
Nawaub, trespassed beyond due discretion on the gratitude which he supposed 
himself to have excited, and inconsiderately allowed some of his own — 
followers to accept service with his Excellency on excessive salaries, Major 
Baillie has solemnly denied that he ia any manner influenced the Vizier in the 
choice of the sons of Mirza Jafer for offices in his Exceblency’s household, and 
I of course give full credit to the assertion: but I feel persuaded that they were 
alonc selected under a belief that their employment would gratify Major Baillie, 
and that they were subsequently retained under an approheasion that their dis- 
charge would excite his displeasure. Although I admit, therefore, that Major 
Baillie did not employ any active influence & prevail on the Vizier to provide 
for those persons, still adverting to the actual time aad ‘circunstamech ef the 
transaction and to the plain and obvious motive of the measure on the ot = 
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the Vizier, the efects of it om his mind were the same as if Major Baillie had Bengal Political 
actually urged him to appoint them. On the other hand was to be set off the mre ete 
meritorious zeal of Majoy Baillie in prosecuting the objects of Government, and ee 
the consideration that his removal would imply an unlimited extent of dissatis- Governor-General’s 
faction. Strict instructions barred his future aberrations, and the Newaub ‘oe i 
Vizier had to be so gratified with the written answer to his requests, the purport Aah 
of which I intimated to him on our parting interview, that 1 could then juetly 

require heshould support his professions in favour of Major Baillie by manifesting 

to that gentleman thorough reliance. 


g0th November 1814. (Signed) Morra. 





From His Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. (Received 10th December 1814.) Letter 


5 2 from the Vizier. 

After expressing to your Excellency my earnest desire for the happiness of a 
personal meeting, which is the chief wish of my heart, I proceed to acknowledge 
the receipt of your Excellency’s letter, enclosing a paper of answers to my propo- 
sitions under your seal and signature, the perusal of the gracious contents of 
which afforded me satisfaction and delight. May the Almighty ever pre- 
serve your Lordship with this kind disposition on the seat of dignity and power, 
for in that I contemplate the stability of my affairs. Your Lordship has written 
that I should either adopt the plan of reform suggested by the British Govern- 
ment, or communicate to your Lordship without delay any other plan which I 
may myself haveto propose. Postponing my answers to the other points discussed 
in your Lordship’s paper, together with the observations with which I consider 
it to be necessary to accompany them to a future opportunity, I shall content 
myself on the present occasion with stating to your Lordship that I accept 
the plan proposed by the British Government with pleasure and sincerity of 
beait. I bave accordingly directed the 4g eng Moatumud-ood-Dowlah 
Syyud Mohummud Khan (Agha Meer) and Rajah Dya-Krishen to carry the 
plan into effect, with the advice and assistance of Major Baillie, instructing them 
to inform themselves of all tle details of the plan from him, and to introduce 
the new system without delay. Those Ministers will execute my orders, 
and your Lordship’s plan will be carried into effect with the utmost practicable 
expedition. I request your Excellency to be perfectly at ease on this point. 
My answers to the other points, and the observations which I may have to make 
on the subject of chem, will be communicated to your Lordship hereafter. 


A true translation : 


(Signed) G. Swiyron, 
Persian Secretary to the Governor-General. 





To J. Baillie, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 


: Letter 
Sir: ; from Secretary to 
1, I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 9 of the 6th | Government. 


instant,* and tocommunicate to you the following observations in reply. 


@. The unqualified acquiescence of the Vizier in the plan of reform submitted 
to his father by the British Government, and his promise that it shall be carried 
into effect without delay, is highly gratifying to the Governor-General, and his 
Lordship concludes that you will have taken the proper steps, in concert with his 
Excellency’s Government, to renew the measures which were formerly in progress. 
It is superfluous to repeat the injunctions which I have already had occasion to 
convey to you, by order of the Governor-General, on this subject. 


3. The Governor-General purpases to reply in the terms of the enclosed draft 
to the letter froin his Excellency the Vizier, announcing his acquiescence in the 
reform, and his Lordsbip's letter will be transmitted to you by the Persian 
Secretary. 

4. The measure adopted by his Excellency, relative to the police of the 
Honourable Company's districts adjoining the frontiers of Oude, is also highly 
rere his Lordship, who approves entirely the tenor of the orders to the 
Vizier's ere, drawn by you at Ins Excelency’s request, and trusts that the 


measure 
* Vide pages 931 to 934. 
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measure now adopted will be so effectual as to preclude thé necessity of résottin 
to others. 


5. The fifth and sixth paragraphs of your despatch require no particul: 
remark. : 


6. His Lordship suspends any observations or instructions relative to the ca: 
of Rumzaun Alee Khan, until he shall receive the letter which his Excellency th 
Vizier states it to be his intention to address to him on the subject. ‘Ihe tenc 
of your discourse on this point to Agha Meer is approved by his Lordship. 


7. Your report relative to the general conduct of the Ministers is very satis 
factory, and you are at liberty to assure them that while they conduct themselve 
in a manner befitting their relation to their own Sovereign and to the Britis 
Government and its representatives, they will always receive the countenance an 
support of the Governor-General. His Excellency participates in the regre 
expressed by you that the Ministers are exposed to counteraction from the subor 
dinate officers and Moonshees. His Lordship will approve of your takiug ever 
favourable opportunity of pointing out to the Vizier the importance of giving t 
the Ministers the requisite control and authority over all the subordinate officer 
of the Crovernment, to enable them to execute the functions of their office fo 
which they are responsible. His Lordship relies on your executing this task in . 
manner which shall not occasion dissatisfaction in the mind of the Vizier, ant 
render his Ministets the objects of his jealousy and dislike. 


8. It is considered by his Lordship to be very desirable that the salaries anc 
appointments of the Ministers should be placed on a respectable and even hbera 
footing. The Goveinor-Genetal is not prepared to state an opinion respecting 
the quantum of allowance which it may be proper to assign to the Paishcar anc 
Dewan respectively, but his Loidship authorizes you to bring the subjec 
generally under the consideration of the Vizier, as a question of some importance 
to the dienity and respectability of his Government. 


9. The contents of paragraphs 10 to 13 inclusive do not require any par 
ticular observation. Your conduct with respect to the Nawaub’s brother 
Nuseer-ood-Dowlah, is prudent and judicious ; and a similar proceeding in othei 
cases of the kind must ultimately satisfy his Excellency, that no such dispositio: 
to support his brothcrs against his authority exists in the mind of the Governor- 
General, as he seems to infer from the tenor of the observations respecting them 


in his Lordships reply to the Vizier’s paper. 


10. The Governor-Gencral is happy to learn the cordiality which subsists 
between his Excellency the Vizier and you; and he trusts that, by a judicious 
improvement of that favourable temper, you will secure the confidence ot bis 
Eacellency in such a manner, as to ensure his willing and unreserved resort to 
your advice and support on all occasions of dithculty and importance. 


I have, &c. 
Camp, Seharunpore, (Signed) J. ADAM, 
29th December (814. Secretary to the Governinent. 


To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 29th December 1814.) 


I have been gratified by the receipt of your Excellency’s friendly letter, in 
which you are pleased to express your satisfaction at the tenor of my written reply 
to the paper delivered to me by your Excellency at Lucknow, and, postponing 
the discussion of the other subjects adverted to in my reply, are pleased tv 
express your entire concurrence and acquiescence in the plan of reform recow- 
mended by the British Government, and your resolution to carry it into imme- 
diate effect with the advice and assistance of Major Baillic. 


This information has afforded me a degree of pleasure proportioned to the 
firmness of my conviction of the eminent advantage to your Excellency >‘ 
interests, which the plan in question is calculated to produce. You may rely on 


the zealous and earnest endeavours of Major Baillie to give effect to a lave the 
ac option 
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adoption of which’is so worthy of your Excellency’s wisdom, and of your 
enlightened regard for the welfare and happiness of your people. 


I earnestly exhort your Excellency to persevere to the completion of this 
important work. 
A true copy: 


(Signed) J. ADAM, 
Secretary to the Government. 





List of Enclosures in a Letter from the Right Honourable the Governor-General. 


Enclosures in a Letter to his Excellency the Vice-President in Council from the 
Right Honourable the Gevernor-General, dated 29th December 1814: 


A. Copy of a Translation of a Letter from the Nawaub Shums-ood- Dowlah, 
received 3d November 1814. 


B. Ditto ditto to ditto, written 9th November 1814. 


C. Copy of a Letter to the Agent of the Governor-General at Benares, dated 
11th November 1814. 


D. Ditto of Letters to the Magistrate of Jounpore and Elahabad, dated 11th 
November 1814. 


E. Ditto of ditto to Resident at Lucknow, dated 11th November. 


F. Ditto of a Translation of a Paper delivered to the Governor-General by the 
Nawaub Shums-ood- Dowlah, 11th October 1814. 


No. 1. Ditto of a Translation of a Paper No. 1, delivered to the Governor- 
General by the Nawaub Vizier, 13th October 1814. 


2. Copy of a Translation of a Paper No. 2, delivered to the Governor-General 
by the Nawaub Vizier, 26th October 1814. 


3. Mr. Ricketts’ Report of his Conference with the Vizier. 


4. Copy of a Translation of a Paper No. 3, delivered to Mr. Ricketts by his 
Excellency the Nawaub Vizier, 31st October 1814. 


5. Copy ofa Translation of a Paper No. 4, delivered by his Excellency the 
Nawaub Vizier to the Governor-General, at a Conference held on the evening 
of the 31st October 1814. 


6. Report of a Message from the Vizier to Mr. Swinton and Mr. Adam, de- 
livered by Agha Meer. 


7. Report of a Conference held by Mr. Swinton and Mr. Adam with the 
Vizier, at his Excellency’s request, 2d November 1814. 


8. Copy of a Translation ofa Letter from his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier, 
received 2d November 1814. 


9. Instructions from the Right Honourable the Governor-General to Mr. 
Ricketts, Mr. Adam, and Mr. Swinton, dated 3d November 1814. 


10. Report of a Conference held by Mr. Ricketts, Mr. Adam, and Mr. 
Swinton, with his Excellency the Vizier, on the 4th November 1814. 


11. Copy ofa Translation of a Letter from his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier, 
received 4th November 1814. 


12, Ditto ditto ditto, dated 7th ditto. 
13. Ditto ditto to ditto, written 8th November 1814. 


14. Ditto’ of Letters to Captain McLeod, J. Law, Esq., and M. De L’Etang, 
dated 8th November 1814. 


15. Ditto of Substance of a Communication from his Excellency the Vizier to 
the Governor-General. 
‘16. Ditto of a Letter to J. H. Clarke, Esq., dated 8th November 1814. 
11 D 17. Copy 
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17. Copy of a Letter from Captain McLeod, dated 9th November 1814. 
18. Ditto of a ditto from J. H. Clarke, Esq., dated ditto ditto. 
19. Ditto of a ditto from J. Law, Esq., dated 10th ditto. 

20. Ditto of a ditto from M. De L’Etang, dated 8th ditto. 

21. Major Baillie’s Memorandum, dated 9th November 1814. 
22. Captain McLeod’s ditto 

23, Major Baillie’s ditto, dated 11th November. 

24. Copy of a Letter to Captain McLeod, dated 12th ditto. 

a5. Ditto of a ditto to J. H. Clarke, Esq., ditto ditto. 

96. Ditto of a ditto to J. Law, Esq., ditto ditto. 

27. Ditto of a ditto to M. De L’Etany, ditto ditto. 

28. Ditto of a ditto to Major Baillie, clitto ditto. 


29. Ditto of a Translation of a Letter from his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier, 
received 9th November. 

$0. Ditto ofa ditto of a Paper enclosed in the foregoing Letter, 

31, Ditto of a Letter to his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier written 19th 
November 1814. 

$2. Copy of the Vizier’s Propositions, with the Governor-General’s Answer, 
dated 12th November. 

33. Ditto of instructions to Major Baillie, dated 12th November. 

34. Paper of Observations by the Right Honourable the Governor-General, 
stating clearly his Excellency’s views of the extraordinary transactions to which 
they relate. 

35. Copy of a Translation of a Letter from his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier, 
received 10th December. 

36. Ditto of a Letter to the Resident at Lucknow, dated 29th December. 


37. Ditto of a Letter to his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier, written goth 
December. 
88. List. 


(Signed) J. Apa, 
Secretary to the Government. 





Ordered, That the following despatch from Mr. Secretary Adam be here 
recorded. 





To J. Monckton, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Government in the Political 
Department. 
Sir: 

I am directed to transmit to you, for the information of the Honourable the 
Vice-President in Council, the accompanying copy ofa letter addressed this day, 
under the authority of his Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor 
General, to the Resident at Lucknow. 


I have, &c. 
Camp, Nureela, (Signed) J. ADAM, 
26th January 1815. Secretary to the Government. — 


a « 
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To J. Baillie, Esq. Resident at Lucknow. 
Sir: 
1. The Governor-General deeming it to be proper that copies of all the docu- 
rents relating to his Excellency’s proceedings at the Court of Lucknow should 
recorded in the office of the Resident, I am instructed to transmit to you the 
es: specified in the enclosed list, omitting only those uf which copies are 
already in your possession. 


2. The contents of the papers themselves are for the most part already known 
to you from the personal communications held with you at Lucknow, and 
together with the observations contained in the papers recorded by the Governor- 
General, render any additional remarks on the subject unnecessary in this place. 


3. In communicating these documents, however, the Governor-General directs 
me to observe, that whatever view he took of those parts of your proceedings 
which have formed the subject of remark, he was always impressed with the 
fullest conviction of your zeal for the honour and interests of the Government 
and for the welfare of the Vizier, as well as of the talents and industry with 
which you pursued those objects. The Governor-General retains the firmest per- 
suasion that your future conduct will be no less governed by those principles, while 
he trusts that a strict adherence to those rules which have been prescribed for 
the regulation of your intercourse with the Vizier, will effectually preclude the 
recurrence of such feelings as those in which the transactions adverted to in the 
accompanying papers originated. 


I have, &c. 
Camp, Nureela, (Signed) J. ADAM, 
26th January 1815. Secretary to the Government. 





To his Excellency the Honourable Sir G. Nugent, Bart., K.B., Vice-President 
in Council, &c. &c. &c. 
Honourable Sir : 
I have the honour of trausmitting, for your Excellency in Council’s informa- 
tion, the enclosed duplicate of a despatch, which I have this day addressed to 
his Exeellency the Right Honourable the Governor-General. 


Ihave, &c. 


Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J. Baruuirz, 
6th December 1814. Resident. 





To his Excellency the Right Honourable Francis Earl of Moira, K.G., Governor- 
General, &c. &c. &c. 
My Lord: 


1, Your Lordship’s original letter to the address of his Excellency the Vizier, 
contammg your Lordship’s answers to the Vizicr’s paper of 1:equests was 
received from the Persian Secretary on the 30th ultimo, and I had the honour 
of preseating it ta the Vizier on the morning of the 3d instant. 


2. His Excellency desired me to read and explain to him in their order the 
answers to his several requests, and he appeared to be perfectly satisfied with the 
tenor of all the answers. 


3. With a reference to the second, third, and fourth articles, his Excellency 
assured me repeatedly that the plan of a reform of his administration in the 
departments of revenue and police, which had been recommended by the British 
Government to his father, was the best in his own estimation, had his cheerfut 
and eordial concurrence, and should be carried into effect without delay. With 
regard to the police of the Honourable Company’s districts which border on the 
territory of the Vizier, his Excellency repeated his offer to issue the most positive 
orders to all the officers of his Government to comply, without a reference to 
himself, with all applications from our Magistrates and from their subordimate 
Officera, for the seizure of offenders finding refuge in any district of his domi- 
nions ; and his Excellency further desired me to prepare and submitto him s 
draft of the necessary structions on this subject 


4. I have 
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4. I have accordingly transmitted to his Excellency a draft of instructions 
to his officers, which bis Excellency bas been pleased ‘to approve, ant tt has 
since been issued under his seal. .A copy of the document iti qutéstion j, 
submitted fop your Lardship’s perusal ; and in the case of its failire to ddécom. 
plish the just purposes of our Government, | shail be prepared to subinit 6 the 
Vizier the ultimate proposition which is suggested in the ninth paragraph of my 
instructions, and to which, iu that case, I should hope that his Ex Hen¢y will 
be induced to accede. 


5. With the tenor of your Lordship’s answers to the fifth, sixth, and seventh 
articles of requests on the part of his Excellency the Vizier, his Excellency 
appeared and expressed himself to be highly gratified and pleased. His Excej- 
lency added, that the terms of them fulfilled his highest expectations from 
your Lordship’s friendship and regard. ° 


6. The dismission of Hukeem Mehdee Alee Khan from the presence and 
councils of the Vizier, and his departure to the district under his charge, were 
reported in my despatch of the 29th ultimo. His Excellency the Vizier has since 
frequently complained to me of the Hukeen:'s neglect and inattention, and seems 
now to be as much dissatisfied as he was formerly pleased with the services of 
this intriguing favourite of his father. Ad 


7. With respect to Rumzaun Alee Khan the Vizier did not conceal his dis- 
appointment at the extensive purport of the terms in which this peison has been 
recommended to his favour. To the regular payment of the stipend of Rumzaun 
Alee Khan, at the rate which was formeily fixed for him, his Excellency had no 
hesitation in repeating his cheerful assent, and the provision which he had 
recently made for the payment of all the pensions of dependants on the British 
Government, including Ramzaun Alee Khan, was intended by his Excellency, 
he observed, to prevent discussions, in future, regarding claims of every descrip- 
tion on the part of persons entitled, or who might consider themselves as entitled 
to the interference of our Government in their behalf: but your Lordship’s recom. 
mendation of Rumzaun Alee Khan, in the article under discussion, was extended, 
his Excellency remarked, very tar beyond the payment of his stipend, and involved 
the employment of that person in offices about his Excellency’s person, or in his 
household, for which he could not but deem Rumzaun Alee Khan to be unfit, 
and in which, as he could never agree to employ him, he did not consider him 
as entitled to their emoluments, nor to any compensation for those emoluments, 
which indeed had never been fixed, and it was impossible now toascertain. His 
Excellency further observed, that he did not consider the continuance of 
Rumzaun Alee Khan in employment to form a part of your Lordship’s recom- 
mendation at the conference of the 10th ultimo; and, under this view of the 
case, he deemed it necessary, and expressed his resolution to addiess your 
Lordship on the subject, in the expectation, from your Lordship’s friendship, 
that the interference of the British Government might be limited to the object 
of securing the payment of Rumzaum Alee Khan’s established allowances. 


8. I replied to his Excellency’s observations on this article merely in general 
terms, and we passed on to the remaining points of discussion in the paper under 
your Lordship’s signature and seal. 


9. With reference to the conduct of the Ministers recently appointed in carry: 
ing on the details of the administratration, and particularly the measures of 
reform, I took advantage of the opportunity afforded by his Excellency’s express- 
ing his approbation of those persons te suggest the propriety of their being vested 
with a greater degree of authority than they appeared to me to possess. The 
Ministers had frequently complained to me of the inattention of some subordinate 
officers to their orders, and particularly of an injurious delay in the application 
of the seals of the Government to the letters, mandates, and passports, which 
they were in the daily habit of preparing and submitting to his Excellency, and 
which his Excellency had generally approved in the first instance, though the 
issue of them had been afterwards prevented or delayed. The Vizier acquiesced jn 
the necessity of supporting and establishing the authority of the Ministers over the 
Moonshees and all subordinate officers of his Government; but he either did not 
comprehend, or was not inclined to comply with my hint, that the seals of the 
Government should be committed to the charge of his Ministers, or that they 


should have authority for the application of thefrown. The salaries or spineird 
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“ments of the Ministers beve not yet been fixed by his Excellency; and as his 
Excellency has never mentioned the subject to me, [ have hithertt thought it my 
duty to dectine a compliance with the repeated solicitations of Agha Meer, that 
T:should bring the question to his Excellency’s notice. Itisa question, however, 
considerable importance in my opinion, and one on which I could wish to be 
favqured with a communication of your Lordehip’s sentiments and commands, at 
as early a period as may be practicable. 


. 10. The Vizier, after hearmg with attention your Lordship’s observations and 
assurances on the paper of requests which he delivered to your Lordship at Cawn- 
pore, and had subsequently recalled at this station, expressed and seemed to 
feel some regret, that a few of those remarks had been recorded. With a 
reference to the two first, he declared that they were highly gratifying to his 
mind, and demonstrative of the cordial friendship and regard which your Lord- 
ship had uniformly professed for him. With particular reference to your Lord- 
ship’s remark on the subject of the dismission of such of his Excellency’s 
domestic servants as were obnoxious to him, I thought it my duty to enquire if 
his Excellency meant to dismiss the four sons of Mirza Jater, whose original 
introduction Into his segyice, though a spontaneous act of his own, and totally 
uoinfluenced by my suggestion, had, I understood, been ascribect to my advice, 
and whose allowances, as recently reported to me, were such as I could never 
have approved. His Excellency replied to my inquiry, tuat three of the sons of 
Mirza Jafer were actually discharged from his service, but that he wished to 
retain Mirza Alee, on a salary inferior to that which had been formerly talked of 
among his servants, and probably reported to me. 


11. On perusing the third, fourth, fifth, nd sixth observations of your Lord- 
ship’s paper of remarks on the retracted requests of the Vizier, which relate to 
the condition and allowances of his Excellency’s younger brothers, 1 perceived, 
or thought that 1 perceived, some signs of disquiet in his mind; and _ his 
Excellency convinced me that 1 was right, by expressing his uneasiness on the 
subject. [Ele observed, that your Lordship’s remarks seemed to him to imply a 
desire on the part of your Lordship, tantamount to an obligation on his own part, 
for the continuance ofall the provisions to his younger brothers on the scale which 
had been recently fixed by their father, and which his Excellency could not help 
considering as unnecessarily large. Ie did not, however, announce to me the reso- 
Jution, nor do I infer from what passed that he entertains the design, of reducing 
the allowances of any of his brothers for the present. What appeared to disturb 
his Excellency was the idea of his being bound, or considered by your Lord- 
ship to be bound, to continue those allowances without deduction, and the con- 
sequent fear of the diminution of his power and authority over his brothers. 


12. Nuseer-ood-Dowlah, in particular, I apprehend has become the object of 
his Excellency’s displeasure ; for I have had a number of letters and verbal appli- 
cations from Nuseer-ood-Dowlah of late, and though I have taken every prac- 
ticable step to cliscourage those applications in future, by referring them without 
remark to the Vizier, and informing the brother that [ had done so, I have not 
yet succeeded to my wish in convincing Nuseer-ood-Dowlah of my determina- 
tion to ayoid interfering in his behalf, and of the necessity of his paying implicit 
submission to the will of his brother and Sovereign. 


13. Shums-ood-Dowlah’s departure to Benares has been already reported to 
your Lordship. The Vizier has promised to refund the arrears of his brother's 
allowance which were issued from my treasury. But his Excellency’s conduct to 
Shums-ood-Dowlah in other respects, and particularly the measure of tuking 
Seaedirk of his late dwelling-house on the morning after hisdeparture, has not 

een such as I could approve. The question of calling Shurms-ood-Dowlah to 
an account forthe sums deposited with him by his father, is of course totally at 
rest by the departure of Shuins-ood-Dowlah for Benares; but with a reference to 
Nuseer-ood-Dowlah, and the khass muhl, the Vizier seemed to me to regvet the 
troduction of your Lordship'’s remarks on the inexpedience or impracticability 
of resuming, from them the amount of the susns deposited by his father. At 
the sanie time, I do not apprehend that his Excellency will adopt any measures 
of rigour or harshness for the recovery af the monies in question. An appa- 
rently cordial reconciliation has been recently brought about by the Minister, 
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14., Gn your Lordship’s reabaloing oheervations the reusirkd of his Bare 

the Vizier were demonstrative of entire satisfaction. He alluded to teehee 
vation. respecting personal intercourse between hirheelf and the Residext ay . 
terms of extraordinary friendship for me, and entreated most earnestly’ aad: 
repeatedly that I would uot consider his former expressions on this subject, ds 
reterring, in the remotest degree, to the frequency of my visits, wiih had ever 
heen a source of the highest gratification, as well as of confidence to his mind,, 
and which he begged might never suffer diminution. He then entered into a 
profusion of protestations of his innocence with a reference to the contents of 
a paper, which he trusted that I had not seen and would blot from my memo 
forever. I replied in appropriate terms, and in a manner calculated to impress 
his Excellency with a belief that I had never seen, or had ceased entirely ‘to 
think of, the paper to which he referred, and of all occurrences connected with 
it. Qur conference of the 3d instant broke up with reciprocal assurances of 
fiiendship, and with a promise on the part of his Excellency that the reform 
should recommence without delay. 


15. Towards the evening of the day of our conference I had a message from 
his Excellency by his Minister, descriptive of the incr uneasiness and con- 
cern which he had felt on a more attentive perusal of Bhe observations in the- 
paper delivered to him, having reference to Rumzaun Alee Khan and to the 
stipends of his younger brothers. ‘The Minister was instructed to announce to 
me his Excellency’s intention of preparing a letter to your Lordship’s aderess on 
those subjects, and to solicit my advice and assistance in framing the letter to 
your Lordship, as well as my good offices to obtain for it your Lordship’s favour- 
able consideration and an early and gatisfactory reply. 


16. IT explained to Agha Meer without reserve, and I desirect him to state to 
his Excellency, the high sense which I entertained of the service rendered by 
Rumzaun Alee Khan to our Government, as well as to the Vizier, on the night 
of the demise of his father, in communicating that event immediately to me, 
and concealing it from every other person till my arrival at the palace. I added 
my conviction, that your Lordship’s recommendation of Rumzaun Alee Khan, 
as conveyed by the terms of the paper under your Lordship’s signature and 
seal, must have proceeded on a due consideration of the merits of the person 
recommended, and of the just claims which he possessed to his Excellency’s 
favour and kindness. That if Rumzaun Alee Khan held no office of emolument, 
nor any allowance beyond his pension at the period of the Vizier’s accession to 
the musnud, the terms of your Lordship’s recommendation ought not to give 
uneasiness to his Exccllency, since he might be assured that neither your Lord- 
ship nor I would ever be disposed to countenance or give encouragement to 
unreasonable pretensions on the part of any of his Excellency’s servants; and 
far less tu require their employment or continuance in office contrary to his 
Excellericy’s desire. Under all the circumstances of the case, I advised the 
minister to dissuade his Excellency, if possible, from addressing your Lordship 
on this subject, and at all events to exclude the discussion of this question from 
his Excellency’s first letter to your Loidship, which it seemed indispensable to 
transmit without delay, for the purpose of satisfying your Lordship with a refe- 
rence to the question of reform. 


17. The Minister seemed to feel the propriety of my remarks, and promised 
to use his best endeavours to obtain from the Vizier, without delay, a distinct 
declaration of his acquiescence in the system of reform which had been recom- 
mended by our Government to his father, and had commenced on his accession 
to the musnud. The success of Agha Meer’s representations was demonstrated 
yesterday, by my receipt of a letter from his Excellency to your yas 
expressive of his unqualified assent to the reform, and his resolution to carry 


it into effect with my advice and concurrence. ie. oo 
18. I shall forward his Excellency’s letter to your Lordébip's Persiau Seovetary 
by the mail of this evening; and I have the honour to be, &c. « 


Lucknow Residency, (Signed) J, Barviye, - 
6th December 1814. Resident 
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pany's oyernment and this are established in such a depree, that ‘the enemies of 
on gvernment, and all public offenders against either, are alike the enemies 
of both, and the scizure and punishment of such offenders alike the interest of 
1; and it heing understood by the Preseuce, that notwithstanding repeated 
and most positive injunctions to the contrary, a number of fugitives and outlaws 
from, the British territory, finding refuge and protection in this country, commit 
outrages and depredations in the Honourable Company’s districts, and when 
urayed evade the punishment of their crimes by being protected by the 
Pemindars in my country, and notwithstanding the instructions which were issued 
on the 20th of February 1813, authorizing all commanding-officers of British 
trodps stationed in the frontier districts of the territory of the Presence, on their 
receiving authentic intelligence fiom the Magistrates of contiguous districts in 
the British dominions of the concealment of a rebel, marauder, or other public 
offender, in any village or place in the vicinity of the station which they com- 
mand, to march promptly and suddenly, without previous communication, with 
any one, to the place of the delinquent’s concealment, and seize and secure his 
perton, still none of the ures above specified have had hitherto the effect which 
was‘desired. Therefore, Gnd in considcration of the firm friendship and unity 
subsisting between the two States, it is now determined and agreed to, and you 
are most strictly enioined, that whenever a magistrate, collector, or subordinate 
officer of Police of any of the frontier districts in the Honourable Company’s 
territory, shall hereafter make application to you for the seizure of any offender, 
or shall send a person or party to your Elaka to point out ahd seize a delinqucnt, 
you do, immediately on receiving such application from the magistrate, collec- 
tor, or Thannadar, or on the airival of a person or peisons to point out and seize 
the offender, without awaiting the orders of thc Government or making any refer- 
ence to the Presence, seize and deliver ovcr the offender to the magistrate or 
other officer who may require him, and that, on ho account, you molest or 
impede the persons who may be sent, in their endeavours to apprehend offenders. 
Considering these as the pasitive orders of the Presence, pay implicit obe- 
dience to the same. ) 


wy + yp eaptrntions to Zillehdars, Ameens, &c., on the Frontier. 
ie relations a friendship and amity bébween the atiourable Con- 


A true translation: 
(Signed) J. BatLure, 
Resident. 





To the Honourable N. B. Edmonstone, Vice-President in Council, &c. &c. &c. 
Honourable Sir: 
= have the honour of transmitting, for your information, a duplicate of 
a letter which I have addressed to the Secretary to Government in the Secret 
and Political Department, in answer to that officer's despatch* of the 26th of 
January last. 


I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Barus, 
9d March 1815. se Resident. 
ToJ.Adam, Esq Secretary toGovernment in the Secret and Political Department. 


Sir: 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 36th 
ultimo, received on the 13th instant, containing copies of documents relating 
to the proceedings of his Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor-General 
at Lucknow, and, conveying his Lordship’s command that those documents be 
recorded in this office. 


2. The contents of a number of the papers which I have now had the honour 
receiving were cither totally unknown to me, or had been very cursorily 
perused during his Lordship’s stay at this capital; and you are aware that the 
tne whieh. was ‘eflogded to me for the.perusal of any of the documents having 
reference to my qwn.progeedings, or to the retracted complaints of the Vizier, 
was by.far top short to admit of my submitting those remarks on the subject of 

them, which their nature suggested to my mind. or 
a ; er 
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$. Under ‘these circumstances, I propose, with the sanetion of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General, as indeed I consider it to be: my duty, to 
submit for his Lordship’s consideration at some future period of leisure, 2 state. 
ment of circumstances and facts, which appear to my judgment to be calculated 
to exhibit the recent transactions at Lucknow in a different point of view from 
engine his Lordship has taken of them in his Minute of the 36th of Novem- 

r last. 

I have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. Barrxie, 
28th February 1815. Resident. 





EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
Dated 3d November 1815. 


To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government in the Secret and Political 
ties Department, 
ifs 


1. In pursuance of the intention announced to you, by my letter of the 28th 
February last, I proceed to submit for consideration such remarks as appear to 
be calculated to exhibit in a correct point of view, the extraordinary transactions 
which took place during the Governor-General’s personal intercourse with the 
Vizier at Cawnpore, and in his Excellency’s capital. For this purpose, itis 
indispensable that I recall to particular notice some facts and circumstances, 
having reference to periods considerably more remote than any that are men- 
tioned in the documents which relate to the recent transactions. 


2. It is known to all the Members of the Government, and established by 
proofs upon record, that for a period of more than three years after my arrival 
at the Court of Lucknow, the greatest cordiality subsisted between the late 
Vizier and myself, and that his Excellency demonstrated his regard for me by a 
number of friendly observances, unprecedented with regard to any of my pre- 
decessors in office, more especially by a public entertainment, extensive itumi- 
nations and fireworks, and a liberal donation to my physician, on the oceasion of 
my recovery from an illness in the beginning of the year 1808. His Excel- 
lency is known to have observed to several persons of his Court, with a reference 
to my language and deportment, that I was the only Englishman he had known, 
with the exception of one, now a member of the Supreme Council, who could 
address a native of rank, and could reason with or write to him on subjects on 
which they differed in opinion, without forgetting, or appearing to forget, those 
expressions and observances of respect, that manner of kindness and conciliation, 
so peculiarly gratifying to natives, and which his Excellency felt and appreciated 
in a very remarkable degree. 


3. This perfect cordialty, which had subsisted between the late Vizier and 
myself, began to suffer some interruption from discussions which I was instructed 
to hold with him on the subject of a reform in his Government towards the end 
of the year 13810. The reform was however agreed to, with seeming payout! 
on his part, after along and most arduous discussion, in the month of Apr 
1811,f when his Excellency, attended by me, proceeded on a hunting excursion. 


4. Shortly after our departure from the capital, and before any of the measures 
of reform which his Excellency had solemnly agreed to could be carried into 
effect as intended, his Excellency was unfortunately joined by his Aumil of 
Khyrabad and Mohumdie, Hukeem Mehdee Alee Khan, the undoubted and 
unquestionable source of every untoward occurrence that has since takea place 
at Lucknow. I shall not suspend my narration by deseribing the character of 
Hukeem Mehdee. I believe it to be intrinsically bad ; and I have had reason f 
suspect the Hukeem of disaffection to the interests of our Government, not only 
from a retrospect of his proceedings, as recorded by my predecessor in office, but 


also from anumber of circumstances that have fallen undermy own saa oa 


4 


* Vide page 919. ; 
+ See despatch to the Chief Secretary, of 6th April 1811, page 153 
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as well with a reference to the refoim, as to other points of subordinate moment 
‘which have’ been abltated ae the two States during the period of my 
resjdence at this Court. That the late Vizier was himself disinclined to a reform 
.0f bis Government, more particularly in the revenue branch of it, as hostile 
to arbitrary taxation and destructive of his avaricious views, is in my opinion not 
tobe Py agen but his Excellency was perfectly aware of the just and irre- 
fragatie nature of the grounds on which a reform of his administration was 
recommended to him by the British Government, in its legitimate character of 
his adviser, and his knowledge of general policy was too limited, his acquaintance 
with revenue matters too confined, to admit of his opposing with success, or 


even With specious objections, the arguments in favour of a:eform which I was 
instructed to use to him. 


5. The versatile talents, intriguing disposition, and acknowledged ability as a 
revenue officer of Hukeem Mehdee, peculiarly qualified him for the situation of 
adviser and assistant to the Vizier, in his object of frustrating or impeding the 
just views of our Government by clandestine or underhand means, after he had 
failed in ny a them by argument. Among the first of Hukeem Mehdee’s 
devices to frustrate the vicws of our Government was an attempt to excite 
personal enmity on the part of the Vizier towards me, by impressing his Excel- 
kency with a belief that the reform of his Government was an object exclusively 
my own, with the view of increasing my influence and establishing my reputation 
in Oude, to the prejudice of his Excellency’s authority as well as to his personal 
loss; that the Government had supported my measures to a certain extent from 
the urgeucy of my representations, but would soon relax in its support if his 
Excellency persisted in his opposition; and that ultimately my removal from 
office, as the consequence either of my failure to accomplish the object in view, 
or of his Excellency’s personal dislike to me, would relieve him entirely from the 
unpleasant discussion of reform, and establish his independent authority on a 
basis that could never be shaken by any future Resident at his Court, since the 
instance of thy removal would deter future Residents from opposing him. 


6. Of the means of success to this device, the most natural to be pursued by 
Hukeem Mehdee was that of opening, or attempting to open, an indirect com- 
munication with some of the members or officers of our Government, and of 
obtaining or fabricating intelligence from Calcutta which might facilitate his 
practices on the Vizier.* A relaxation on the part of the Government, in its 
— of the objects of reform, during the absence of Lord Minto from the 


residency, afforded some facilities to Hukeem Mehdee in the successful prose- 
cution of his design. 


7. Captain McLeod arrived at Lucknow in the month of March or April 1811; 
and a fact occurs to me to be stated with a reference to that gentleman, which 
is doubtless in his perfect recollection. Hukeem Mehdee was reported to me to 
have opened a negotiation with Captain McLeod, through the medium of his 
Bengalee Sirkar, whom the Hukeem entertained, or proposed to entertain in his 
service, for the purpose of teaching him English, and some presents of incon- 
siderable value were brought to Captain McLeod by his Sirkar, as received 
through Hlukeem Mehdee from the Vizier. I cannot with confidence assert, 
whether the first comunication on this subject was made by me to Captain 
McLeod, or by that gentleman to me. An intimacy, almost fraternal, had sub- 
sisted between Captain McLeod and myself, from the period of his arrival in India. 
He was invited to come to my house at Lucknow on the footing of a member 
of my family, and appeared to consider himself as such. I should naturally have 
expected, and may have received from Captain McLeod the communication which ts 
here referred tg, or I may have made it to him in the first instance ; but I recollect 
that the a was followed by a great deal of friendly advice upon m 
part, which he professed to receive with gratitude and promised implicitly to follow. 

warned him of the danger of even a seeming departure from the positive ordets 
of the deb eg de which prohibit all intercourse or conversation of a political 
nature Between Native ‘Princes or their dependants and the subjects of the British 


b 


* See despatches to and from the Chief Secretary, of July, August, and September 1811. 
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Government, with the exception of the Resident alone. I particularly cautioned 
him against Hukeem Mehdee, as a person of an intriguing disposition and the 
established enemy of our Government, and I concluded with suggesting, as a 
friend, the immediate suspension of all intercourse between Captain McLeod or 
his Sirkar and the Hukeerh. Captain McLeod, I have reason to believe, com- 
plied with my advice on that occasion, and his Sirkar was soon after discharged. 


8. It is not my intention, at present, to draw any inference from the fact 
which is above correctly related to the best of my recollection and belief, with a 
reference to Captain McLeod: yet it seems, in some measure, to give a key to 
the subsequent proceedings of that gentleman as distinctly related by himself, 
and is therefore deserving of notice. 


9. Some native agents in Calcutta, employed by the Vizier or Hukeem Mchdee, 
were detected by me about the time of the occurrence above noticed; and Lord 
Minto’s return to Fort-William shortly after, induced a revival of the question of 
reform at this Court,* with increased support to my proceedings and to the 
influence of my representative character. 


10. The progress of the discussion respecting reform, though revived and 
conducted with zeal shortly after the return of Lord Minto, continued to meet 
with opposition on the part of his Excellency the Vizier, under the influence of 
the counsels of Hukeem Mehdee, and to be interrupted by a number of vexa- 
tious minor discussions arising from his Excellency’s disposition to oppress the 
dependants of our Government. Of these latter, the encroachments of his 
Excellency on the guaranteed rights of the Bhow Begum, his oppression of’ her 
Highness’s dependants and the dependants of Almass Alee Khan, his unnatural 
conduct to the younger Begum who retired from his territory to Elahabad, his 
support of the elder son of Llyder Beg Khan in his violation of the rights of the 
younger, whose cause had been espoused by our Government originally, in com- 
pliance with his Excellency’s requests, his manifest injustice to Alee Nuckee 
Khan, the head Moonshee of this Residency, and some other subordinate 
questions, had of necessity occasioned remonstrauce on the part of the Gevern- 
ment and its representative, which afforded a pretext to his Excellency for 
withholding his attention from the reform, and gave rise toa spirit of personal 
animosity towards me, manifested by indiscriminate and perverse opposition to 
every suggestion which I offered, and indulged with the view as I believe, under 
the pernicious counsels of Hukeem Mehdec, of provoking me to personal dis- 
respect, which might be used as a handle for my removal. 


11. My official despatches to Lord Minto, and my private and official letters 
to the Chief Secretary to Government and yourself, during the whole of the 
year 1812, and a part of the ensuing year, illustrate the remarks which I have 
offered, and served to establish the inference that I have drawn from them, to 
the satistaction of the Governor-General in Council,t whose honourable con- 
fidence and support enabled me ultimately to triumph in the cause of justice 
and truth, in vindication of the Honourable Company’s nghts and of the honour 
and interests of the British nation in India, over his Excellency the Vizier and his 
advisers ; nay, further, to satisfy the Vizier of the honour and integrity of my 
intentions, of my genuine regard for the true interests of his Government, and 
of my cordial friendship for himself, which he acknowledged in a manner the 
most solemn, before all the natives and English gentlemen of his Court, and con- 
firmed by an affectionate embrace in the presence of all bis courtiers, on the 
2d of October 1813.f 


12. This apparent cordiality re-established between the late Vizier and myself, 
though unhappily but of short duration, was productive of some beneficial effects 


at the time, and bade fair for the happy accomplishment of a reform in the 
Government 


* Sce despatches from the Political Department, of 20th March, 8th May, and 25th of June 1812, 
pages 268, 282 and 298. 


+ Despatches from the Political Department, of 22d and 29th January, 5th and 26th March 
1813, vide pages 346, 354, 38] and 395. 


{ See despatch of 2d October 1813 to the Governor-General in Council, page 540. 
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Government of Oude, which would have transmitted the name of Saadut Alee, 
with the love and gratitude of his people, to many succeeding ages. Hukeem’ 
Mehdee, the enemy of reform, had been banished from his Excellency’s coun- 
cils, had been treated as an enemy and a traitor, had on several occasions 
suffered personal chastisement and disgrace, and his sentence of banishment from 
Lucknow had been passed as a natural and necessary consequence of his Excel- 
lency’s reconciliation with me, and of the adjustment of all disputes between him 
and the British Government. 


13. The arrival of a new Governor-General and retirement of Lord Minto 
from the Government took place about the date of these occurrences. The 
effect of an event of this nature on the minds of the natives of India, cannot 
require to be described to any person conversant with the history of this country 
or acquainted with the character of the people. No native of India was more 
disposed than the late Vizier, no person better qualified than Hukeem Mehdee, 
to take advantage of such an event as this for the promotion of personal interests, 
the success of sinister designs. I feared, while I recorded in my despatches the 
unqualified assent of the Vizier to all the propositions of our Government, while 
I witnessed or heard the disgrace of his Excellency’s favourite Hukeem Mehdee, 
that the approaching change of the Government, though a change of names and 
not of measures, as I then fondly believed, would produce a retractation of the 
Vizier’s acquiescence in our views, anda return to his Excellency’s favour of his 
perfidious counsellor, Hukeem Mehdee. 


14. For the manner in which my fears were realized, for the cause of the 
Vizier’s retractation of all the assurances which he made to me, of the recall of 
Hukcem Mehdee to his councils, and of a conduct on the part of his Excellency 
more perverse than he had formerly pursued, I am enabled now to refer to a far 
more satisfactory explanation than any that I could formerly offer, in the narra- 
tive of Captain McLeod. 


15. It would seem that this gentleman’s first conference, or political conversa- 
tion with the Vizier must have taken place before the adjustment of the depend- 
ing questions between the British Government and his Excellency, including his 
consent tothe reform. The state of his Excellency’s councils had been fluctuating 
for a considerable time after his receipt of the last letter from Lord Minto,® in 
which his Lordship had hinted to the Vizier his intended departure for Europe, 
and cautioned his Excellency most solemnly against any attempt to take advan- 
tage of the contemplated change in the Government, for the purpose of frus- 
trating views which could never be abandoned nor compromised. My illustra- 
tion of this remark of Lord Minto’s was naturally combated by Hukeem Meb- 
dee, and his arguments were supported on the ground of a concession by Lord 
Cornwallis, in the year 1805, of a very important question relating to the police 
of the frontier, which had been strenuously urged by Marquess Wellesley; and the 
character of Lord Moira was represented as resembling that of Lord Cornwallis in 
a degree, which should inspire the Vizier with a hope of similar results from the 
accession of the former nobleman to the Government. The friendship and 
intimacy of Lady Loudon with Captain McLeod’s relations at home was fre- 
quently talked of at this time, and Captain McLeod had obtained leave of 
absence from the Vizier to proceed to Calcutta with his children. These cir- 
cumstances may have naturally led to the conversation which Captain McLeod 
has related, and the connection of Captain McLeod’s deputation by the Vizier 
with that of a native named Mirza Jafer by Hukeem Mehdee (which latter I 
knew and reported to Mr. Edmonstone), and the baneful effects of this combi- 
nation, unsuspected by me at the time, are now rendered very apparent. Those 
effects were suspended, however, by the diffidence and timidity of the Vizier’s 
disposition, and by my exertions on the spot, for a period of several months. 


16. The reconciliation and adjustment of all differences between his Excel- 
lency the Vizier and myself, took place, as already described, on the 2d of 
October 1818; and his Excellency, when he discarded Hukeem es 

seeme 


* Dated the 2d July 1813, vide page 506. 
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Rengal Political seemed to have forgotten his conversation with Captain McLeod, and to have 
wae banished from his recollection for ever those vexatious and unbappy discussions, 
which his former perverseness had occasioned, and which his evil counsellors 
Letter had encouraged. I have, now a most perfect recollection of his Excellency’s 
mas ehrpelie at having announced to me his intention to recall Mirza Jafer from Calcutta, and 
neknow- —_ to put an end to all the underhand practices which Hukeem Mehdee had induced 
him to adopt. That he meant, at the same time, to supersede the instructions 

which he had given to Captain McLeod, as detailed in that gentleman's narra- 

tive, there seems every reason to believe; and most fortunate it would have 

oved for the comfort of the remaining months of his life, for the interests of 

the British Government, and for the mental satisfaction of Captain McLeod, 

whose conduct I must ever deplore, if his Excellency’s intention had been 

fulfilled, or Captain McLeod had relinquished those designs which his con- 

science must reproach him for entertaining, to the prejudice of the Government 

which he served, as well as of an individual who had treated him with affection 


almost fraternal. 


17. My official and private despatches of the month of December 1813, and 
the ensuing January and February, detail the commencement and progress of the 
Vizier’s renewed opposition to the just views of our Government, proceeding in 
my belief at the time, and as since established beyond a question, on encourage- 
ment received from the Presidency, by communications from Captain McLeod 
or from some native agents in Calcutta. Indecd, the circumstances narrated 
by Captain McLeod, combined with some extraordinary occurrences which were 
brought to my knowledge at that time, and are hereafter particularly referred to, 
and with the statement in one of the papers given in to the Governor-General at 
Cawnpore, afford so obvious and satisfactory an explanation of the cause of the 
suspension of the reform by his Exccllency the late Vizier, and of his other unto- 
ward proceedings, while at the same time they so naturally tend to account for the 
conduct of the present Vizier, while subject to the influence of Hukeem Mehdee 
and of that person’s European coadjutors, that a mere reference to the state- 
ments themselves seems sufficient to convince the most prejudiced of the exist- 
ence of a diabolical intrigue, the object of which was to frustrate the just 
views of our Government, by removing from the situation of Resident the 


instrument of the accomplishment of those views. 


18. Captain McLeod has stated, that his first communication with the late 
Vizier on matters touching his situation with the Resident, or connected with 
the affairs of his Government, took place in October 1813. I consider the 
assignment of this date to be unquestionably an error of forgetfulness. Cap- 
tain McLeod had obtained his leave of absence early in September, and must, 
I think, have received his instructions, both commercial and diplomatic, from 
the Vizier, before the 1st of October, or at all events before the adjustment of 
disputes between his Excellency the Vizier and our Government, which took 
place on the 2d of that month. Indeed, it is manifestly inconsistent with the 
occurrences of the 2d of October in public durbar, as reported by my despatch 
of that date, that a communication of the nature detailed by Captain McLeod 
should have been made by his Excellency the Vizier immediately after those 
occurrences, more particularly to a spectator of them like Captain McLeod, 
whom the inconsistency of his Excellency’s conduct must have necessarily 
deterred from undertaking the duties of a deputation like that described. It 
is evident, therefore, to my judgment, that Captain McLeod must have taken 
leave of the Vizier before the 2d of October, or could not have had an inter- 
view with his Excellency and received the communication which he describes 


subsequently to that day. 


19. I find in my memorandum of letters despatched by post, a letter 
addressed to Captain McLeod at Sultanpore on the 8th of October, and another 
addressed to Jounpore on the 10th of that month; and this circumstance, 
with an anecdote related by Captain McLeod on his return, has a natural ten- 
dency to confirm the foregoing conviction in my mind. The anecdote 1s as 
follows: Captain McLeod mentioned at table his having paid his respects to 


Sir George Nugent on the day of his arrival in Calcutta, and Sir pan 
: avin 
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having told him, on that occasion, that all matters in dispute between the Vizier 
and the British Government had been happily adjusted by my exertions ; to 
which Captain McLeod replied, that he was totally ignorant of there being any 
matters in dispute between the two Governments, adding, as a reason for this 
ignorance, that the negotiations and subjects of conference between the Vizier 
and the Resident were conducted with such secrecy and apparent cordiality on 
both sides, as to preclude their being known to those at Court. Captain McLeod 
will, I doubt not, on a reference, confirm the foregoing statement, which was 
heard by every member of my family ; and yet it seems difficult to reconcile 
the anecdote, as above related, with the conference that took place between his 
Excellency the Vizier and Captain McLeod in the month of September pre- 
ceding. 


20, Captain McLeod returned to Lucknow in the beginning of March, if I 
mistake not; and he details, in his narrative above referred to, the communi- 
tion which he made to the Vizier on his return, namely, ‘ that he had ascer- 
* tained from satisfactory sources (those sources Captain McLeod has not 
«© described), that the Governor-General’s sentiments were favourable to his 
«© Excellency’s wishes :”’ to which his Excellency replied, that the statement of 
Captain McLeod was corroborated by letters received from his Lordship through 
the channel of the Resident, and more particularly by his Lordship’s abolition 
of a most obnoxious measure which the former Government had proposed, 
namely, the appointment of Ameens ; in other words, the reform of his Excel- 
lency’s administration. 


21. As Captain McLeod does not in his narrative refer to any intermediate 
communication between his Excellency the Vizier and himself during the period 
of his absence from this capital, though when the important nature of the depu- 
tation is considered, it seems almost impossible to suppose that so long an 
interval should have passed in total silence on both sides, a chasm remains to 
be filled up, to account for the Vizier’s untoward proceedings reported officially 
by me in my despatches of December and January. Captain McLeod arrived in 
Calentta early in the month of November, and from that date till the 13th 
of December there was obviously abundance of time for communications to 
his Excellency the Vizier, of a nature to encourage his opposition to the 
measures which were formerly agreed on, and which I had been subsequently 
instructed to propose. ‘That this encouragement was not afforded in any com- 
munications from the Governor-General to his Excellency, conveyed through 
the channel of the Resident, the records of the Government prove; and though 
Lord Moira did me the honour to mention at Cawnpore that his Lordship had 
received and had answered one letter from the Vizier, conveyed through an 
irregular channel and unknown to me at the time, yet it is quite incredible that 
the abolition, as the Vizier terms it, or abandonment of the objects of reform 
on the part of the British Government, should have formed the object of a 
direct communication from the Governor-General to the Vizier. 


22. How, then, it may be asked, was the abolition of the reform of this 
Government communicated to his Excellency the Vizier? Hukeem Mehdee, it 
is very well known, returned to his Excellency’s councils about the end of 
November 1813. Mirza Jafer, the brother of Mirza Baker, proceeded to 
Calcutta, we also know, notwithstanding his Excellency’s declared resolution to 
recall him, and suspension of the monthly allowance which Hukeem Mehdee 
had paid to him for atime. This allowance, it is worthy to be remarked, with 
a number of other cl:arges for secret services and presents to English gentlemen 
and ladies, appeared in Hukeem Mehdee’s accounts submitted to the present 
Vizier for adjustment, in my presence, shortly after his Excellency’s accession. 

paper of intelligence, too, transmitted by me to Mr. Edmonstone, and of 
which I have still a copy, contains a detailed account of a negotiation carried 
on at Calcutta for my removal from the Residency, for which his Excellency the 
Vizier had made an offer of twenty-five lacs of rupees, and an English gentleman 
is noticed as an agent in this negotiation, though without any mention of his 
name. Another paper of intelligence received about the same time, a copy of 
which I transmitted to Mr. Edmonstone or Mr. Monckton, and the original of 

11G which 
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which is in my possession, contains a direct assertion, on the part of Hakeem 
Mehdee, to the Vizier, that he, the Hukeem, had had a letter from -his car 
spondent or agent in Calcutta, in which Lord Moira’s declaration was wthed 
to this effect: “ that his Excellency’s authority in his dominions, and his adop. 
« tion or rejection of the reform, were in future to be totally uncontrolled by 
«¢ the influence or advice of the Resident, and that a letter to the same éffect 
‘“‘ might shortly be expected by his Excellency.” The connection of the fore. 
going intelligence with the statement of the present Vizier in his paper prepared 
by Hukeem Mehdee and presented to Lord Moira at Cawnpore, namely, that the 
execution of the measures of reform had been suspended by his Excellency’s 
father in consequence of a letter from Lord Moira, is too obvious to escape 
observation; and thus the fact, so satisfactorily established, of the late Vizier 
having two agents, a European and a native, in Calcutta, the one supposed to 
be connected with Lady Loudon and the other tutored by Hukeem Mehdee, 
combined with the previous negotiation between Captain McLeod and the 
Hukeem, seems to me to form proof the most convineing to the mind of ever 
ag conversant in the slightest degree with the character of the natives of 

ndia, that the Jate Vizier’s retractation of his solemn and written assurances 
regarding the reform of his Government, and all his untoward proceedings 
from the month of December 1818 till his death, were connected with the 
deputation of Captain McLeod and with intrigues conducted by Hukeem 
Mehdee. 

23. My official despatch to your address under date the 22d of January 1814, 
contains a paragraph so strikingly descriptive of the nature of those proceedings 
and intrigues, though but imperfectly known to me at the time, that I must 
here take the liberty of inserting it. ‘ The Vizier has been manifestly led to 
© believe, by the vague and untounded reports of designing persons around 
‘‘ him, that the sentiments of the present Government are favourable to 
‘¢ his views of absolute independence, uncontrollable by the Resident’s advice; 
‘«¢ and till this misconception be removed, I have no expectation of a change 
‘© in those unhappy and pernicious counsels which have guided his recent 
‘¢ proceedings.”’* 

24. Had the measures of the Government at that time, or the tenor of its 
instructions to me, been of a nature to invalidate the reports and to defeat the 
insidious designs of the persons to whom I alluded, it is probable that the 
conduct of the Vizier would have resumed the character which it exhibited 
before Lord Minto’s retirement from office. But matters were otherwise 
ordered, and it was my duty to submit, continuing in office as I did, to the 
wisdom and will of my superiors. 


25. The same disposition to oppose or evade the just views of our Govern- 
ment continued to be manifested by the Vizier till the commencement of his 
Excellency’s indisposition in the ensuing month of May, and indeed till the 
melancholy hour of his sudden and unexpected demise, My despatches, 
official and private, to your address, from February till the end of June, need 
not to be referred to on this occasion: they exhibit my unremitting endea- 
vours, in compliance with Lord Moira’s commands, to conciliate the confidence 
of the Vizier, and to reconcile him, by the means which were prescribed to 
me, to the adoption of those measures of reform which I was. still permitted 
to urge to him, and which had no other motive, on my part, than the welfare 
and prosperity of his Government, combined with the honour and reputation 
of our own. The failure of those salutary objects during his Excellency’s 
lifetime, can obviously now be ascribed to no other cause than the influence 
of the baneful advice and intrigues of Hukeem Mehdee Alee Khan and his 
coadjutors, whose influence naturally ceasing on the death of the late Vizier, 
gave room for the happy accomplishment of every object in view, and for the 
adjustment of all fe questions between the British Government and the 
State of Oude, without any exertion on my part, save a friendly explanation to 
the present Vizier of the grounds and purposes of the counsels which I was 
instructed to offer to his ther, and which his Excellency not only accepted 


with the utmost cheerfulness and gratitude, but solicited with an wear 


* Vide Page 592, par. 10. 
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ness proportioned to the sincerity of the interest which I felt, and which 
he, knew that I felt, in his welfare, and in the honour and prosperity of his 
Government. 


26. I now proceed to enquire, how the confidence of the present Vizier in 
my friendship, or rather his Excellency’s belief of my possessing the confidence 
mf the Government, was shaken unhappily for a time by the machinations of 
his enemies and mine, whose end was their personal advantage, at the expense 
of honour and truth, and of every laudable principle that can influence the 
conduct of man. 


27. Mry official despatches to the Governor-General contain the details of 
my proceedings at this Court during the first month after his Excellency’s acces- 
sion; in which short period it will be observed, and is worthy of particular 
remark, that all. the questions which depended between the two Governments, 
including the momentous question of reform, had been brought to a happy 
adjustment, ‘to the perfect satisfaction of the Vizier, and ina manner which 
evinced his Excellency’s entire confidence in the propriety of my suggestions 
regaraing them. His Excellency’s attachment to me, and his implicit reliance 
on my friendship, were described, as Lord Moira has observed, in colours the 
most animated and glowing. They appeared in those culours to me, and to all 
the population of this capital as well as to his Excellency’s courtiers, and more 
particularly to those enemies of his Excellency’s happiness and peace who have 
since been labouring to destroy them. JI am ready to depose upon oath, and I 
refer for the confirmation of my assertion to those officers of the Vizier’s Govern- 
ment who were present at our conferences on business, Hukeem Mehdee Alee 
Khan, Rajah Dya-Krishen, and Moonshee Bhola Nath, being the chief of them, 
that every suggestion which I offered to his I:xcellency was offered in the legiti- 
mate exercise of my duty as the British Resident at his Court, with the same 
deference and respect which I had formerly shewn to his father; that I repeat- 
edly declined to interfere, and refused to offer my advice on a variety of points 
which he referred to me. on the ground of their being personal or domestic ; 
and that, on no occasion whatever, did I interfere, or attempt to interfere, in 
any of the concerns of his Government, save such as were unquestionably the 
common concerns of the two States, and as such required the interposition of 
my frieudly counsel and advice, agreeably to the letter of my instructions. 


28. As the appointment of Mr. Wilson to the officc of personal surgeon to 
the Vizier forms a leading feature in the transactions which it is the object of 
this narrative to explain, it is indispensable that the true circumstances of this 
appointment be brought to particular notice. 


49. Mr. Williams, the predecessor of Mr. Law as surgeon to his Excellency 
the late Vizier, resigned his situation in the year 1808 and proceeded to Europe, 
having previously, in conformity with an agreement, and as I afterwards under- 
stood, for a certain consideration in money, recommended Mr. Law to the 
Vizier as a proper person to succeed him. Mr. Law arrived at Lucknow towards 
the end of the year 1809; and during the interval between the departure of 
Mr. Williams and the appointment of Mr. Law, Mr. Wilson had frequently 
attended the late Vizier professionally, and had acquired his good ypinion, to a 
degree which induced the general belief that his Excellency wished to secure 
Mr. Wilson’s permanent attendance by appointing him to the vacant office of 
surgeon. Mr. Wilson, however, was of too independent a mind to seek for an 
office of this nature, into which certain observances had crept, and were then 
considered as indispensable, which he thought unsuitable to his age, and were 
certainly incompatible with his habits, and the appointment did therefore not 
take place. 


80. His Excellency the present Vizier, whose unhappy estrangement from his 
father, and his father’s dislike of him, have been known for a very long period, 
was subject to occasional illness from his youth, and in consequence ef his 
estrangement from his father, had been frequently in the habit of applying for 
medical aid to the surgeon of the Residency instead of his father's surgeon. 
This practice, with a reference to Mr. Wilson, had commenced shortly aftermy 
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Bengal Fotisioal arrival at Lucknow, and: Moatumud-ood-Dewlah, the present Ministers 4f Yh), 
ge sr ane Government, aad the principal and only cunfidential servant of “the Primes, Was 
—_. the medium of consultation with Mr. Wilson regarding the state of his masti#r’s 


Le C ‘ ich ; ’ } 
fies Resident - health, and he channel of conveying medicine for his use 


Lucknow. $1. On one particular occasion, during a hunting excursion m 1809, after Mr, 
Williams's departure from Lucknow and before Mr. Law’s appointment, the 
Prince, then im favour with his father, was seized with an alarming and-dange- 
rous illness, during which Mr. Wilson attended and prescribed for him, by the 
particular desire of his father, whose gratitude, as well as the Prince’s, for Mr, 
Wilson’s attentions on that occasion, was frequently mentioned to me in the 
highest possible terms; and since that period it is known to a number of respec- 
table persons, that the present Vizier has constantly had recourse to Mr. Wilson 
on every occasion of his illness. Nay, on one or two occasions I have heard, 
when Mr. Law was directed by the father to attend and prescribe for the Prince, 
that the latter, in apparent compliance with the command of his father, admitted 
the visits of Mr. Law and received medicines from his hand, which he afterwards 
destroyed instead of using them, and sent secretly for medicine to Mr. Wilson. 
These circumstances wete all distinctly related to me, as I have now stated them, 
by his Excellency the present Vizier, during the night of his father’s demise, 
when Mr. Wilson was the only surgeon in attendance, Mr. Law being confined 
to his house; and they were subsequently repeated by his Excellency on many 
occasions, as the natural and necessary cause of his continuing to employ Mr. 
Wilson as his personal Surgeon after his accession tou the musnud, accompanied, 
however, as I was happy to observe, by the expression of a humane and liberal 
intention to retain Mr. Law in his service with the same allowances as before. 


32. This arrangement of his Excellency the Vizier’s I considered as purely 
domestic, and as one in which I could not interfere, on any pretext, with pro- 
priety ; and I do now most solemnly declare, that | did not interfere in any 
other manner than by communicating the will of the Vizier, by his Excellency’s 
express desire, to the parties immediately concerned in it. And further, I 
most conscientiously believe, that the arrangement was exclusively the dictate 
of his Excellency’s own inclination, unsolicited, if even wished for, by Mr. 
Wilson, who did not certainly convey a wish on the subject, directly or indi- 
rectly, to the Vizier. The effect which it produced on the feelings of Mr. 
Law at the time has been described in that gentleman’s statement, and was 
natural enough, I admit: but it certainly ought to have subsided, on his 
receiving the candid and friendly communication which I made to him of the 
cause of it, by desire of his Excellency the Vizicr, as well as from motives of 
personal kindness; and the subsequent conduct of Mr. Law and his friends, 
more particularly of Captain McLeod, in propagating a most groundless report, 
that my influence over the mind of the Vizier had deprived him of his appoint- 
ment in the household for the purpose of serving my friend, and that the story 
of Mr. Wilson’s having formerly prescribed for the Vizier was a mere pretence 
and unfounded, is a conduct on which it seems unnecessary that I should offer 
any remarks. I must, however, be permitted to refer to a letter which was 
addressed to Mr. Law by the Vizier on the 25th July last, shortly after his 
accession to the musnud, in which his Excellency’s sentiments on this subject 
are most fully and explicitly conveyed, and which it is remarkable that Mr. 
Law should have suppressed in his statement of the 10th of November. I have 
recently procured a copy of this letter from his Excellency, and insert a trans- 
lation of it in this place. ‘“ I have received your arzee, expressive of your 
‘* sorrow and concern at the message which I sent to you by the Resident, and 
‘s stating that you had never committed any fault. The case is thiss—it 16 
¢ generally known, that long before your arrival at this place in the service of 
‘«¢ my father, Dr. Wilson was my personal physician ; and that about five years 
“ago, when I.was taken dangerously ill on a hunting excursion, Dr. Wilson’ 
‘“* attended and prescribed for me so much to my satisfaction, thet whale, I hve 
“* I can never forget the care and attention which he shewed to me. Singe that 
«* date I have never voluntarily taken medicine from any other petsotl ; and | 
‘© consequently justice to Dr. Wilson, as well as my confidence in his waa i 
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«* the experience of so many years, must require that I retain him as my phy- 
‘« sician, ‘The loss of character and reputation, which you seem to apprehend, 
“‘ could obviously only have arisen to you if you had been my ancient physician, 
‘¢ and Dr. Wilson had been recently appointed ; whereas the state of the case 
“‘ is directly the reverse, for Dr. Wilson is my ancient physician, and you were 
** the physician of my father: and consequently it follows, that all the injury 
*¢ which you represent would, of necessity, fall on Dr. Wilson (which God 
** avert) were I now to displace him and take you, whereas to you there can 
‘‘ be no injury whatever. Itis true you have committed no fault, and I enter- 
‘¢ tain no sentiments but those of kindness and benevolence towards you: nay, 
“ from a recollection of my father's regard for you, I wish you to remain in my 
“ service, and as the Resident informed you by my desire, to prescribe for the 
‘© members of my household.” 


$3. The conduct of Captain McLeod with a reference to the appointment of 
Mr. Wilson to the office of surgeon to the Vizier, which was brought to my 
notice at this time, and even the sentiments which he expressed to myself, were 
such as to excite my surprise in a very extraordinary degree. The Vizier told 
me repeatedly that Captain McLeod had interceded for Mr. Law, and had 
represented in extraordinary terms the distress of the latter's mind at the 
appointment of Mr. Wilson; that Mr. Law himself had also annoyed his Excel- 
lency, on one occasion, by crying most bitterly in his presence, and that his 
Excellency found it necessary to console him by assurances of a continuance of 
his friendship, and by sending some presents to his child. ‘‘ You know,” said 
his Exccllency to me, ‘* that I have vo wish whatever to injure Mr. Law, 
** and that Mr. Wilson is the only physician whom I have ever consulted with 
“my free will, or in whom I repose any confidence.” ‘This circumstance, to 
the best of my recollection, I stated particularly to Captain McLeod, in expla- 
nation of the purport of my letter to Mr. Law, which that gentleman has pro- 
duced with his statement, and which Captain McLeod had perused. I pointed 
out in strong terms to Captain McLeod the gross impropriety of his interference, 
as well as the absurdity of supposing that I could interfere in any such arrange- 
ment as that in question, and I hinted, in friendly terms, at the strange return 
which Captain McLeod was thus making to Mr. Wilson for his medical atten- 
dance on that gentleman’s family, which, to my knowledge, had been long 
most troublesome and gratuitous, and which Mr. Wilson would have been 
induced to decline but for my repeated and earnest entreaties, with a view tu 
preserve harmony in my family, us well as from motives of friendship for Cap- 
tainand Mrs. McLeod. ‘Their manners and conduct towards Mr. Wilson had 
never appcared to meso cordial as his kindness to them had deserved, and more 
particularly on their return from Calcutta the asperity of their manners and 
discourse to Mr. Wilson had been frequently noticed by me, and had given rise 
to repeated altercation which I had interfered to appease; yet, notwithstanding 
this apparent reconciliation, it was evident to me and all my family, that both 
Captain and Mrs. McLeod entertained a dislike to Mr. Wilson, and indeed they 
occasionally avowed it, by stating their disagreement with him as the cause of their 
secession {rom the Residency, which began to be remarked at this time. Upon 
the whole, I cdo not hesitate to ascribe the extraordinary and intemperate zeal of 
Captain McLeod in advocating the cause of Mr. Law, both with the Vizicr and 
in other situations, to a peisonal dislike of Mr. Wilson, as groundless and 
unnatural alinost (if, indeed, a parallel could be found for it) as his peculiar 


ingratitude to me. 


34. Having thus, in a satisfactory manner, explained the whole of the cir- 
cumstances attending the appointment of Mr. Wilson to the office of Surgeon 
to the Vizier, and accountcd for the feelings of dissatisfaction which this 
appointment created in the mind of Captain McLeod and Mr. Law, I proceed 
to offer a few remarks on the nature and character of Mr. Clarke’s connection 
with the two other gentlemen, as tending to develope the designs with which 

e became a party to their measures. 


35. Mr. Clarke is a much older resident at Lucknow than any of the former 


gentlemen. I found him here on my arrival to take charge of the Residency, 
11H and 
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and received a favourable impression of his ¢haracter from two or three of 
my intimate acquaintances; more particularly from the recommendation of 

r. Wilson, who described him as foneueabila and upright in his principles, 
modest and unoffending in his manners, and an object of humane consideration 
from a series of misfortunes that had assailed him. Mr. Clarke was, in con. 
sequence, received at my house with hospitality, and continued till very lately 
to be uniformly treated by me with every degree of attention that our relative 
situations admitted of. Shortly after the arrival of Mr. Law, I perceived, and 
was informed by Mr. Clarke, that he and Mr. Law had had a quarrel which 
suspended all intercourse between them, and seemed, by the statement of 
Mr. Clarke, to preclude the possibility of a reconciliation. Mr. Clarke pre. 
ferred a complaint to me, through the medium of Dr. Wilson, against Mr. 
Law, for a breach of an engagement between them, and between the latter 
and Mr. Williams, having reference to the appointment of Mr. Law, through 
the good offices of Messrs. Williams and Clarke, to his situation of surgeon to 
the Vizier. I observed, on perusing the papers, that the complaint of Mr. 
Clarke was of such a nature as to preclude my deciding on the merits of it 
without a reference to my official character, and I desired Mr. Clarke to recon- 
sider the propriety of making such a reference. The matter in that form was 
in consequence dropped; but the quarrel between Mr. Clarke and Mr. Law 
continued with increasing virulence on both sides, till the Vizier’s departure 
to Cawnpore to meet the Governor-General, when I wasastonished, but happy 
to hear, that they were cordially reconciled to each other. Captain McLeod 
had originally taken up the causeof Mr. Law against Mr. Clarke with extraordi- 
nary warmth, and had ceased for a considerable time to hold any intercourse with 
the latter: but I had observed a reconciliation and growing intimacy between 
Mr. Clarke and Captain McLeod before the latter’s departure to the Presidency in 
September 1813; and it was understood in October last, that Captain McLeod 
had been the sole instrument of the reconciliation between the two other gen- 
tlemen. The motives and objects of the reconciliation and association of the 
three are now sufficiently apparent. 


36. The appointment of the sons of Mirza Jafer to situations in the service of 
the Vizier is a circumstance particularly noticed in the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General’s remarks ; and as it appears to be the only occurrence from 
which his Lordship has been pleased to deduce the grounds of his censure of 
my proceedings, I deem it my duty to add to the solemn declarations already 
recorded on this subject the following simple detail. 


37. My opinion of the character of Mirza Jafer, founded on my own ex- 
perience of his integrity and zeal in the service of the British Government during 
a period of twelve years, and on the sound and unerring Judgment of my worthy 
predecessor, Coloncl Scott, needs not to be reported on this occasion. On the 
death of Maha-Rajah Ticket Roy in the year 1800, Colonel Scott had recom- 
mended Mirza Jafer for the office of subordinate Minister to his Excellency the 
late Vizier ; and on the occasion of his Excellency’s last illness, as well as im- 
mediately after his decease, I had submitted to the Right Honourable the Go- 
vernor-General my sentiments regarding the necessity for the nomination of a 
Minister to conduct the details of this Governmeut, conveying at the same timc 
to Mr. Edmonstone and to you, the unbiassed conviction of my mind, that 
Mirza Jafer was the only native of Oude entitled by his character and talents 
to aspire to the situation in question. My private letter of the 4th of August 
on this subject is doubtless still in your possession; and you can further relate, 
if it be necessary, the purport of our conversations at Cawnpore, and the 
sincere regret which I expressed to you, when informed that Lord Moira was 
averse to the appointment of Mirza Jafer to the office of Minister. It may be 
proper in this place to state, with a reference to Captain McLeod's narrative of the 
late Vizier’s complaints to him, when on the eve of his departure to the Pre- 
sidency, that Mirza Jafer, from bodily infirmity and a variety of other caus¢s, 
had ceased for a number of years to hold any official situation under me, ce 
consequently that the complaints of the Vizier with regard to this respectable 


person were not only utterly unfounded, but must have been known to a pet 


McLeod at the time to be totally inconsistent with the situation of Mirza Jafer 
relatively to me, and with the character of my official proceedings, which gives 


less room for the x eis of native influence on my mind than on that of most 
public officers in India, 


38. My opinion of the sons of Mirza Jafer is by no means so favourable as 
that which I have ever entertained of their father; though, with the exception 
of their natural haste to profit by the Vizier’s liberality in acquiring situations 
and salaries which they knew that I must necessarily disapprove, I have really 
never had cause to form a judgment unfavourable to their characters. The 
eldest, Mirza Hajee, indeed is the only one of them who is thoroughly known to 
me, he having acted as my Dewan in Bundlecund and at this place for a period of 
eleven years, and his conduct in that situation having been generally satisfactory. 
The time and manner of this person’s admission into the Vizier’s service have 
been already distinctly related in my answers to the Vizier’s papers; and while 1 
repeat my readiness to confirm the former statement on oath, 1 am fortunately 
enabled to refer it to the additional testimony of the Vizier himself and of his 
Ministers, and of all those who were present in durbar on the day of his 
accession to the musnud. That I did not more decidedly refuse to comply with 
the Vizier’s request upon that occasion, is now a cause of regret to me: chiefly, 
however, I must add, from the fickleness of his Excellency’s disposition, which 
I could not have known at the time; for contemplating, as I then did, the 
future nomination of Mirza Jafer to the office of Minister to the Vizier by his 
Excellency’s voluntary choice, and with the ready concurrence of our Govern- 
ment, I saw no objection whatever to the more early admission of the son into 
the service and councils of his Excellency ; and, on the contrary, I was pleased 
to observe so early a proof of regard for the family of a person, whose merits 
were so strongly impressed on my mind. 


39. Mirza Hajee became the servant of the Vizier, and was succeeded in the 
office of my Dewan by Meer Ameer Hyder, the son-in-law of my head Moon- 
shee, on the day of his Excellency’s accession; and from that day till the day of 
his dismission by the Vizier, 1 saw less of Mirza Hajee than of any other of his 
Excellency’s servants of equal rank; nor did I ever learn, or enquire into the 
amount of the salary fixed for him, though I frequently recommended to his 
Excellency to satisfy himself of Mirza Hajee’s merits, and of the value of his 
services, before he admitted him to his confidence, and particularly to be 
cautious of receiving any communication from him, or from any other native, 
of my sentiments or wishes, which 1 should never impart to a native, but convey 
to his Excellency directly as circumstances might seem to require. 


40, At the first public durbar which was holden by the Vizier after his acces- 
sion, the other sons of Mirza Jafer, in common with all the respectable inhabi- 
tants of Lucknow, were presented as a inatter of course to his Excellency, and 
received the usual khillats. None of these young men were in any degree 
connected with me, nor did I ever recommend them to his Excellency. 


Their adinission into his Excellency’s service was naturally brought about by 
their elder brother, whose connection with the Residency had ceased, and whose 
conduct I had no longer a right to control, nor to take cognizance in any 
manner of his proceedings. The Vizier frequently talked of his usefulness 
about the durbar, and announced to me, as he was then in the voluntary habit 
of doing, with a reference to every act of his life, his intention of employing the 
younger brothers. I answered, that they had formerly served under me as 
Tuhseeldars, or officers of revenue in Bundelcund, and that his Excellency might 
perhaps find them useful at some future period in that line; but I repeated, on 
this occasion, my caution against the employment of any person by his Excel- 
lency, from an idea that it might be gratifying to me; and I recommended par- 
ticularly on this as on many other occasions, the propriety of his Excellency’s 
delaying to fill up any vacant offices of importance under his Government, till 
the arrival of the Governor-General should give an opportunity of consulting his 


Lordship, in person, on the choice of a proper Minister and subordinate officers 
to conduct the whole of the details of the administration. 


41. The 
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41. The foregoing detail of the circumstances of the admission of the sons of 
Mirza Jafer into the service of his Excellency the Vizier, with the remarkethat 
were, formerly offered in my paper of the 9thof November, ought in justiee, 5 
humbly conceive, to obviate the censure which has been passed upon this part 
of my proceedings by his Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor. 
General, who would seem, I am sorry to think, to have hesitated about the pro-~ 
priety of removing me from the important station which I hold, and the duties 
of which I have conducted with uniform zeal and success, on no other ground 
that appears, than my declining to interfere in, and prevent a domestic arrange- 
ment of the Vizier’s, by which his Excellency thought proper to provide for the 
four sons of Mirza Jafer, a respectable and meritorious dependant of the 
Honourable Company’s Government, no otherwise connected with me than by 
his faithful attachment to its interests. Yet it must be obvious on a moment's 
reflection, that such an interference on my part would not only have been con- 
trary to my instructions, but to the spirit and nature of the alliance between our 
Government and the State of Oude. 


42. Lord Moira has however declared, that there were other particulars in my 
conduct which his Lordship found reason to censure, and some on which he 
suspected that disapprobation should rest; but as these have not been explained 
to me, I am precluded froin offering a vindication; and the same observation 
applies to those points of my behaviour to the Vizier in the presence of the 
Governor-General, which his Lordship considered as of a nature to wound his 
Excellency’s feelings. I disavow on my honour and truth, and Iam ready to 
do so on oath, my having ever, in word or deed, given cause of offence to the 
Vizier, or made use of any expression, far less committed an act, that could 
wound his Excellency’s feelings, or detract from the dignity or independence 
of his station, and I entreat my Lord Moira to grant me an opportunity of 
removing the grounds of a suspicion so injurious to my character. 


43. How then, it may naturally be asked, was his Excellency induced to lend 
his name, or rather the semblance of his authority (for his seal was cautiously 
withholden), to those false, frivolous, and most malicious charges, which though 
retracted with sorrow and shame within a few hours after their exbibition, and 
before his Excellency could go to rest, have been deposited among the archives 
of the British Government, as if substantial charges against its representative ? 
This question can only be answered by unravelling a second intrigue, more base 
and more complicated than that which my narrative has already developed, in as 
faras the Vizier was the unwilling instrument of the latter, while his father had 
an obvious interest in directing and encouraging the former. 


44. The conduct of Hukeem Mehdee Alee Khan during the first month after 
the sudden fall of his power on the demise of the late Vizier, is sufficiently 
described in my despatches to his Excellency the Right Honourable the Gover- 
nor-General. This fall, like that of Lucifer, might be expected to excite clespair 
in the first instance, and afterwards to give rise to those designs which the recent 
transactions have developed, and which I detected and ieported to you so early 
as the 8th of September last. 


45. Hukeem Mehdee had been a farmer of revenue to the extent of nearly 
thirty lacs of rupees per annum under the Government of the late Vizier, and 
the loss of this lucrative farm was the first sacrifice which he found himself 
called upon to make to the new system of administration. His secret disin- 
clination to the reform was therefore not to be doubted; but the ready acqui- 
escence of his Sovereign in all my suggestions on this point leaving no hope of 
success to his design of suspending the reform, the versatility of his disposition 
suggested his cheerful acquiescence in the measures wh‘ch I had recommended 
to the Vizier, as the means of regaining my confidence, and perhaps of paving 
his way to the latent object of his ambition—the situation of Minister of 
Oude. 


_ 46. He had penetration, however, at an early period, to find out that the 
judgment which I had formed of his character was hostile to his so 
views, and that my influence, as far as it could be exerted with propriety, oe 
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be favourable to the appointment of Mirza Jafer. Hence natorally arose the 
resumption af his former devices and cabals, and in all probability his second 
recurrence to Captain McLeod and the subordinate instruments of intrigue, 
whom he had formerly used with success to practice on the mind of his 
Sovereign. Mirza Jater, as the supposed rival of the Hukeem, was of course repre- 
sented to the Vizier as the enemy of his Excellency’s independence as well as of 
that of his father, and an instrument in my hands for its subversion. His sons 
were described as my spies, employed to report to me the occurrences at his 
Excellency’s durbar; and the imprudence of those young men themselves, as I 
now have some reason to believe, in boasting of their father’s expectation of the 
office of Minister to the Vizier, had probably disgusted his Excellency, and 
riven grounds to Hukeem Mehdee and others for exaggerated statements to 
their prejudice, which have ultimately been productive of their ruin. 


47, With regard to the English coadjutors of Hukeem Mehdee, I was 
totally ignorant of their proceedings, and never even suspected their designs 
till after my arrival at Cawnpore in the suite of his Excellency the Vizier. Mr. 
Clarke had applied for my influence to obtainthe repayment of a loan that he had 
made tc an Aumil of this Government who died insolvent several yearsago. I 
submitted his application tothe Vizier, who received it graciously at first, and 
Mr. Clarke seemed grateful for my mediation. Captain McLeod had solicited 
my interference to procure from the Vizier’s liberality a compensation for the 
loss which had arisen to him from his preference of the Vizier’s service to the 
office of superintendent of roads. I considered it an act of duty and friend- 
ship to submit. the circumstances of this case to the consideration of his Excel- 
Jency the Vizier, and the result was a donation of 9,000 rupees to Captain 
McLeod, with an auginentation of his monthly salary from 1,500 to 2,000 
rtipees, as reported officiaily in my despatch of the 1'7th of August last, for which 
Captain McLeod was most protuse in his expressions of gratitude and attach- 
ment to me. 


48. The circumstances which gave dissatisfaction to Mr. Law have been 
already narrated in detail, and Captain MclIeod’s participation in his feelings, 
as well as zealous exerticns to reinstate him in a situation which he had natu- 
rally lost on the death of his only employer, have also been briefly explained. 
Captain McLeod’s personal visits to the Vizier of an evening were observed 
to commence about this time, and appeared to me to be irregular and inproper, 
but the idea of a conversation on political subjects between them had never 
entered into my thoughts; and asthe Vizier had never exhibited the smallest 
symptoms of uneasiness, far less of dissatisfaction with me, nor had I ever given 
him cause to do so, the expression of his dissatisfaction to Captain McLeod 
could not have entered intu my contemplation. His Excellency has since 
declared to his Minister, and the Minister has reported to me, that the uniform 
purport and tendency of Captain McLeod’s discourse in the carriage was to 
excite a suspicion of my friendship, to impress his Excellency with a belief that 
his independence could never be maintained, that the concerns of his Govern- 
ment could not prosper, while I was Resident at his Court ; that the circum- 
stance of my having placed him on the musnud precluded, and must ever 
preclude, my feeling or evincing towards him that degree of deference and 
respect which was due to his exalted station; that, besides, I was the enemy 
of his father, who’ had complained against me frequently to the Governor-Ge- 
neral, and that Lord Moira, who knew the justice of his complaints, had 
determined on tls account, and from personal disinclination towards me, to 
take an opportunity of removing me from Lucknow. 


49, While Captain McLeod was thus separately practising on the mind of 
his Excellency the Vizier during their drives of an evening in the carriage, it 
appears that Hukeem Mehdee and he were in the daily habit of meeting, to 
concert on the most effectual plan of conducting their joint operations. The 
Scene of those meetings is described to have been the buildings of the old 
palace or dowlut-khana, which they were jointly employed in repairing, the 6ne 
as designer and the other as superintendent of the works; and this cireum- 
Atance, though occasionally brought to 7 notice at the time, like the drives of 
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an evening with his Excellency, was not sufficient to create in my mind the 
slightest suspicion of the rectitude of Captain McLeod’s conduct: and princi- 
ples, till developed by the maturation of the plot and by his own most explicit 
confession. ' 


50. As Agha Meer, the present Minister of this Government, is a principal 
person referred to in the statement of Captain McLeod and also in the minute 
of Lord Moira, I am naturally led, in this place, to describe the character of 
Agha Meer, in as far as it has yet become known to me, and his condition, 
relatively tothe Vizier and myselt, before he was suddenly raised to the impor. 
tant station of Minister. 


'51. Agha Meer is by birth a seyyud of respectable parentage and con. 
nexions. His father’s name was Meer Mohummud Tukee, and his own proper 
name is Seyyud Mohummud, reserved in the patent of nobility which has been 
conferred on him recently by the Vizier. The Governor-General’s allusion to 
this person’s standing in his Lordship’s presence behind the Prince’s chair is 
equally applicable to natives of the highest rank at Lucknow, save the nearest 
relations of the Sovereign. Hukeem Mehdee, for example, though the chief 
director of the late Vizier’s councils and most confidential servant of his 
Government, exercising in fact all the functions of chief Minister, was never 
permitted to take a seat, and could never have expected that honour unless 
raised to the ostensible situation of Minister, which alone, and but in latter 
days, gave the distinction of a chair in the Vizier’s presence to natives uncon- 
nected with him by blood. 


52. Agha Meer, however, and his father before him, were the principal and 
only confidential servants of his Excellency the present Vizier for a period of 
nearly twenty years. The father, I have lately been informed, was his Excel. 
lency’s tutor for a time, and the attachment of Agha Meer to his Excellency, 
while labouring under the displeasure of'his father, resisted both the offers and 
threats of the late Vizier, and the intrigues and cajolements of Hukeem 
Mehdee, to detach him from the service of the Prince and engage him in the 
father’s employment. ‘These circumstances were stated to me by the Vizier 
in terms of affection and gratitude on the day of his accession to the musnud. 
His Excellency then introduced Agha Meer to my friendship, as a faithful adhe- 
rent to his fortunes during the most unhappy periods of his life, and he urged 
me, shortly after his accession, to confer on this faithful servant a khillat of 
extraordinary distinction, including an embroidered palkee, and comprizing 
the greatest number of pieces that are ever bestowed on an officer of the highest 
rank and consideration ; thus paving the way, as it would seem, to the honours 
which have since been conferred on him. With me, in every situation, save in 
the presence of his Sovereign, and with his present Sovereign before he became 
so, Agha Meer has been constantly seated; and his birth, education, and talents, 
though none of them certainly such as, independently of the confidence of his 
master, to have called him or entitled him to aspire to his present exalted situa- 
tion, are still by no means inferior to those of any former Minister in Oude, 
excepting, and with a reference only to talents, the late Tufuzzoal Hoosein 
Khan, who was called to this station by Lord Teignmouth. 


53. My personal knowledge of Agha Meer commenced, as above stated, on 
the day of his master’s accession to the musnud, and he has uniformly since 
been the medium of every communication of importance received by me from 
the Vizier. His attachment to his master under various trials and temptations, 
by which the fidelity of most natives would have been shaken, had been esta- 
blished to my perfect conviction before he was personally known to me. His 
conduct since f have had occasion to observe it, with a reference to his master 
and our Government, has been such as I could not but approve, and the share 
which I now believe him to have had, though I was totally ignorant of it at the 
time, in encouraging his master’s repentance of the monstrous ingratitude and 
folly into which he was misled by Hukeem Mehdee and the English coadjutors 
of that person, on the Sist of October last, is in my mind.more honourable to 


his character than a long line of ancestors ennobled, and must yield him more 
| permanent 


OUDE PAPERS, 951 
nent satisfaction than all the power and enjoyments of his station of 
Minister to the Vizier. 


$4. But to return to persons of less value in my estimation than Agha Meer, 
though of greater importance on the theatre of the recent extraordinary tran- 
sactions. Among the various emissaries of Hukeem Mehdee, the person named 
Mirza Jafer, brother, of Mirza Baker, who is noticed in a former part of this 
narrative, was now on his way from Calcutta, and reported to have overtaken 
the fleet of his Excellency the Governor-General. Another, named Taj-ood- 
Deen Hoosein Khan, was engaged in the service at Cawnpore, and deputed on 
a mission to Benares; but of this person it is unnecessary to say much, as your- 
self, and more particularly Mr. Ricketts, can describe to the Government the 
opinion which you had reason to form of his views. He is now in the service 
of the Vizier, as the deputy Nazim of a district; and the account which I 
have had of his deputation by Hukeem Mehdee, in September last, is shortly 
as follows: The Hukeem having begun to suspect, from the apparent assucia- 
tion of Captain McLeod with Mr. Clarke, and by their frequent consultations 
with the Vizier, from which the Hukeem was excluded, that the English gen- 
tlemen had a separate scheme of their own, deemed it also expedient for 
himself to set some separate engines to work ; and with this view deputed Taj- 
ood-Deen to Benares, where he was known to several English gentlemen, from 
whom introductions to Mr. Ricketts were obtained ; and with these introduc- 
tions, and some valuable Persian swords which Mr. Ricketts rejected at Cawn- 
pore, T'aj-ood-Deen joined the suite of Lord Moira, and remained in atten- 
dance for some months, Gocul Chund Chobey, an ostensible agent of the 
Viziei’s in occasional attendance on the Governor-General, was also coming 
up with the fleet. An intrigue of Gunaish Pershaud, the son of Gocul Chund 
Chobey, whether his own unassisted contrivance or directed by Hukeem Mehdee 
Alee Khan, was detected early in September, and reported to you, for his 
Lordship’s information, in my private letter of the 8th of that month, to which, 
and to my further letters of the 26th and 27th of September, I would now 
particularly refer, as they exhibit the view which I took of the proceedings at 
this Court in September, and of the circumstances which gave rise to those 
proceedings. Gunaish Pershaud has since been convicted of intrigues with the 
Khass Muhl and the Nawab Nuseer-ood-Dowlah, and of having received sums 
of money from them in advance, to be given, as he basely pretended, to natives 
about the Government-house, for the accomplishment of the objects of those 
personages. 


56. The reported statement of Gunaish Pershaud to the Vizier, with a refe- 
rence to a reform of this Government, as conveyed by my private letter above- 
noticed, whether Gunaish’s invention, or his father’s, or that of Hukeem Mehdee 
Alee Khan, was publicly talked of at this durbar, and naturally gave rise or 
encouragement to the intended deputation of Hukeem Mehdee to wait on the 
Governor-General at Elahabad, for the purpose of ascertaining his sentiments 
regarding the question of reform, as well as generally the degree of his Lord- 
ship’s confidence which was reposed in his representative at the Court of 
Lucknow. 


57. My objections to the deputation of Hukeem Mehdee, as expensive, unpro- 
fitable, and injurious, as well as inconsistent with the Vizier’s formerly declared 
opinion of the character and views of the Hukeem, are stated in my letters to 
your address of the 26th and 27th of September, and they appeared to have 
made a proper impression on the mind of the Vizier at the time; for his Excel- 
lency departed from his intention, and a large sum of money, three lacs of rupees, 
exclusive of jewels, as reported, which the Hukeem was to have received from 
his Excellency, and would doubtless have embezzled, under the pretext of apply- 
ing it as douceurs to the natives in the suite of the Governor-General, was 
thus saved to the Government of the Vizier. | ' 


58. The feelings of disa tinent and mortification excited in the mind of 
Hukeem Mehdee by the failyge of this deputation may very easily be conceived. 
He ascribed it, of course, to my influence, and represented it,'as I understood, 
to’ the Vizier in the light of a’subversion of his Excellency’s authority, and of 
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a measure adopted by me to lower hii in the opinion of his subjects, since the 
preparations for the mission had been published, and the Hukeem had -been, 
boasting by anticipation of the triumph which his mission to Lord Moira, would 
give him over his rivals at this Court. ; 


59. The Vizier commenced his journey to Cawnpore on the 7th of the month 
of October, and on our second march from Lucknow an untoward occurreneé 
took place respecting a trooper in his Excellency’s service, which would seem 
to have been reported to Lord Moira in false or exaggerated terms, with the base 
and malicious design of prejudicing his Lordship against me. It would, perhaps, 
have been fortunate for me, if his Lordship, as I might naturally have expected 
from consideration for the high office which I hold, had stated this report to 
myself, instead of noticing it to persons who were not present on the occasion, 
and could not be informed of the circumstances, even if totally disinterested in 
their statement. The whole of the circumstances as they happened are recorded 
in my paper of the 9th November, and may be referred to the testimony on 
oath of Captain Fortune and of several native spectators. Moonshee Alee 
Nuckee Khan, the head Moonshee of the Residency, who explained the cir- 
cumstances exactly as they occurred to the Vizier, and brought about the 
friendly explanation between his Excellency and me, has ever since been distin- 
guished by his Excellency’s favour, and received from him the title of Mosleh- 
ood-Dowlah, or conciliator, in consequence of his judicious conduct on that 


occasion. 


60. On the morning of the 9th of October I quitted the Vizicr’s camp and 
proceeded to Cawnpore, for the purpose of paying my personal respects to Lord 
Moira. The circumstances of my reception at Cawnpore, as naturally influ- 
encing the opinions of the Court and courtiers of Lucknow, shall here be briefly 
referred to. Having had no previous intimation of the Governor General’s 
desire of my immediate attendance on his Lordship, I proceeded to the house of 
General Stafford, commanding the troops at Cawnpore, and was informed by the 
General, on my arrival, that the customary honour of a salute to all foreign 
ambassadors was withholden from me by Lord Moira’s command, on the ground 
that the presence of the Governor-General suspended the rank of the repre- 
sentative of the British Government for the time. To this I might have 
answered from recollection, that salutes are usual in Fort-William on the arrival 
of Residents at the Presidency, and that the general orders of Lord Cornwallis 
presciibe this compliment to the Resident at Lucknow at every station where 
there are guns, without any exception whatever. 


61. The inferences which were drawn in the Vizier’s camp from the omis- 
sion of this common observance were natural and unanswerable on my part. 
They were aided by the casual circumstance of my having awaited the order of 
Lord Moira for the honour of admission into his presence till a Iate hour in the 
afternoon; and the personal kindness and affability of his Lordship’s manner 
towards me during the whole period of my stay at Cawnpore, though they 
inspired me with gratitude and respect, could have no influence whatever to 
remove the original impression which the foregoing circumstances occasioned 
on the minds of the Court of Lucknow. 


62. On the morning of the 10th of October I returned to the Vizier’s 
encampment, accompanied by a deputation from the Governor-General, to con- 
gratulate his Excellency on his arrival, and arrange the ceremonies of his first 
interview with his Lordship at Cawnpore on the following day. This inter- 
view took place, as described in the Governor-General’s minute, without any 
remarkable occurrence; but immediately after it I was instructed by his 
Lordship’s Secretary, Mr. Ricketts, to open a negotiation with the Vizier for 
the loan of a crore of rupees to the Honourable Company, to appear as a volun- 
tary offer to Lord Moira. 


63. This negotiation was rendered peculiarly embarrassing to me, and of a 
nature likely to weaken the Vizier’s belief of my possessing the confidenee of 
the Governor-General, by the circumstance of my: having rejected a similar 


offer from the Vizier at the date of his accession to the musnud, professing ew 
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with tégerd to every object save his Excellency’s honour and advantage, and Copavitats 
the welfare and reputation of his Government. Nevertheless, it'was my duty pari 
tosbex the instructions with which I was charged ; anit the result of my nego- Letter 
tistinn was,.success{yl with’ 4 reference to the public views, though applied by om Resident. 
the malice of my enemies to weaken my influence at this Court, i Lucknow. 


64. I arranged with his Excellency the Vizier, that bis offer of a crore of 
rupees should be made at a conference with Lord Moira on the morning of the 
13th of October. At the close of this memorable conference, the only one to 
which [ had the honour of admission till the night preceding Lord Moira’s 
departure from Lucknow, I was mortified and surprised beyond measure, after 
hearing his —s declare his entire confidence in the Resident, to find that 
declaration superseded by an invitation of his Excellency the Vizier, distinctly 
translated by Mr. Swinton, to a conference with the Governor-General, from 
which Major Baillie should be excluded whenever the Vizier might desire it, 
for any purpose that he had in view. 


65. The motive of this invitation it is not for me to explain; but the mani- 
fest inference to be drawn from it and its natural influence on the mind ofa 
native, even untutored, cannot require explanation. 


66. His Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor-General has 
omitted, from forgetfulness I conctude, to refer to his invitation of the Vizier 
at the first conference with his Excellency, and has described the subsequent 
invitation at their interview of the 15th October, to a previous application 
through Mr. Clarke; but the circumstance, as described, being of some 
importance to my narrative, I must be forgiven for recalling it to notice. It 
must be evident to his Lordship, on a recollection of his personal invitation to 
the Vizier at the first interview with his Excellency, that the subsequent appli- 
cation frém Mr. Clarke was utterly superfluous and useless; and hence I see 
reason to infer, that Mr. Clarke’s application to his Lordship could not have 
been suggested by the Vizier, but was devised by Hukeem Mehdee, or Mr. 
Clarke, for purposes sufficiently obvious, and the success of it afterwards used 
as a proof to his Excellency the Vizier of his Lordship’s displeasure with me, 
which may naturally enough have induced the Vizier’s supervenient avowal of 
the application, when questioned to that effect at the conference. 


67. And here I may be allowed to lament, that an infraction so manifest and 
express, on the part of Captain McLeod and Mr. Clarke, of the positive orders 
of Government, in presuming to be the channel of communication between the 
Vizier and the Governor-General, should not only have been tolerated but 
acted on, and the circumstance concealed from my knowledge till recorded in 
the minute of Lord Moira. Mr. Ricketts mentioned to me, I recollect, that a 
message had been received by his Lordship through an i:regular channel, and 
that the bearer of the message had been reprimanded; but Mr. Ricketts 
repeatedly declined to inform me of the purport of the message, the name or 
condition of the messenger, and whether he was European or native. I par- 
ticularly enquired if it was Taj-ood-Deen Hoosein Khan, a person noticed in 
this narrative as one of the emissarics of Hukeem Mehdee, who was known to 
have attended Mr. Ricketts, Mr, Ricketts did not answer my question, so as 
to throw any light on the subject. 


68. The conference on Saturday at Lord Moira’s, from which his Lordship 
wag pleased to exclude me, at the suggestion of Mr. Clarke aml Captain 
McLeod, passed over, like the former one in camp, without any remark- 
able occurrence. The plot could not have been brought to maturity at that 
time, or the Viziei’s conscience must have hitherto resisted the; practices of 
Huketna Mehdee and his colleagues in intrigue. I had waited on his Excel- 

“henoy bedbre dinner, for the purpose of attending him té the Goverament- 
ned House, said had accagipenied him, as I usually did wher ‘indiffereat persons 
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General for the loan of a crore of rupees, and the probable time of the advance 
and re-payment of the several instalments of the loan, 


69. The extraordinary insinuation of Captain McLeod in his second state. 
ment, with regard to the above-mentioned conference, affords a manifest and 
most impressive description of the state of his own mind at tire time, but can 
obviously have no reference whatever to mine; for I have already declared, 
and am ready to repeat upon oath, that the moat distant idea of a camplaint 
against me by the Vizier could never have entered into my contemplation : 
and it is further worthy of remark, that the Vizier’s paper of requests, pre- 
pared and given in to Lord Moira at the firat conference with his Lordship, 
without my previous knowledge or concurrence, though containing objections 
to the reform, was descriptive of the most cordial friendship for me. 


70. 1 returned with his Excellency in his carriage on Saturday night to the 
camp, and he favoured me with a partial description of what pasted at the 
conference with Lord Moira, exemplifying his Lordships assurance of friend. 
ship and regard for his Excellency, by the expression «‘ Huzrut, toom khoosh 
“rohu’’in Hindoostanee, which his Excellency repeated several times, and seemed 
to be highly pleased with, as well as some other occurrences at the conference 
which his Excellency described to me during our drive, more particularly that 
of his having been desired to give in another paper of requests, which he had 
promised to do accordingly ; but added, that he was at a loss how to frame it, 
and must require my advice on the subject. 


71. During our stay in the neighbourhood of Cawnpore (I forget the particu- 
lar day) I received a note from Captain Gilbert, to request my sanction of his 
visiting the Nawaub Vizier in his pris The application and the visit surprised 
me, because I knew that Captain Gilbert, though repeatedly my guest at Luck- 
now, could scarcely have any acquaintance with the present Vizier, who was 
rarely in attendance on his father, and as I could not be present on that day to intro- 
duce Captain Gilbert to his Excellency, the visit appeared to be irregular; yet, 
a consideration of Captain Gilbert’s connexion with Lord Moira, and a natural 
belief that his Lordship’s sanction to this visit must have been previously obtained, 
precluded all objection on my part, and I afterwards understood that Captain 
Gilbert had been introduced to the Vizier by Mr. Clarke, as Lord Moira’s confi- 
dential friend, and that presents of some jewelry and shawls, inconsistent with 
established observances, since Captain Gilbert had no official character, had been 
sent by the Vizier to his house. Mr. Clarke was reported to be the medium of the 
transmission of those presents to Captain Gilbert, and also of a sword to Major 
Davidson; and this circumstance struck mein such a light as to open my 
eyes in some degree with regard to the conduct of Mr. Clarke, whom I requested 
Captain McLeod, as his friend, to admonish of the impropriety of suchconduct. A 
conversation of some length took place between Captain McLeod and me on this 
subject at the house of Captain Maling at Cawnpore ; and it has since frequently 
occurred to me, that Captain McLeod appeared to defend the conduct of Mr. 
Clarke on that occasion with a degree of warmth, irritation, and impatience, 
which ought to have opened my eyes, if I had not been totally unsuspecting, to 
the views and practices of the former as well as the latter, and to the encouraye- 
ment (unintentional I am persuaded) which their joint views must have received 
from an authority paramount to my own. 


72. His Excellency the Vizier took leave of the Governor-General at Cawn- 
pore on Monday the 17th of October, and wecommenced our journey towards 
Luckndw on the following day. During the journey, and after our return to 
the capital, the greatest possible cordiality subsisted between his Excellency and 
me, and he appeared to be even more than ordinarily kind and attentive. A din- 
ner, by special invitation, at Julotra, where an illumination on the water took 
place, was an unusual mark of his attention; and he expressed a particular 
anxiety, on that occasion, to obtain my assistance in framing the seconc peper of 
requests which he had promised to submit to Lord Moira. ae 
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any apihidd of advice on the subject of his Excellency’s requests ; observing, 
nd they should be the genuine dictates of his own mel ‘wae by any 
adviser, since these, and these only, were desired by his Excellency’s friend, the 

overnor:General, My letter of the 26th of October, of which 1 still have a 
copy, describes.the circumstences that attended the final preparation qnd_trans- 
mission. af the second paper of requests, which, as containing nothing indicative 
in the remotest degree of his Excellency’s dissatisfaction with me, must be 
received as a positive proof that even then, notwithstanding afl the attempts of 
his Excellency’s enemies and mine, his conscience, or innate sense of honour and 
rectifude, had hitherto resisted their endeavours to produce the false accusation 
which he was ultimately compelled to exhibit. 


74. His Excellency’s meetings with the Governor-General during the first 
week after his Lordship’s arrival at Lucknow were frequent, almost daily 
indeed ; and during this period it is remarkable, that no symptom of dissatisfac- 
tion with me on the part of his Excellency should have appeared: that, on the 
contrary, the utmost cordiality on both sides should have been manifest, and that 
nodisposition should have been indicated, either directly or through the medium 
of the secretaries, to obtain a conference with the Governor-General, or to make 
ay en to his Lordship, save through the constituted and regular 
channel. 


75. A suspicion in the mind of the Gevernor-General, that I had misinter- 
preted a request of the Vizier’s with regard to the appointment of Dr. Wilson, is 
indicated by a passage in the minute which his Lordship has been pleased to 
record, having reference to the elephant fight at Baroun: but as this suspicion 
has been obviated by the official report of his Loidship’s three secretaries of their 
conference with his Excellency the Vizier, at wnich his former request on this 
subject is specifically referred to and confirmed, it seems totally unnecessary for 
me to comment on this unfortunate occurrence. Yet I entreat my Lord Moira to 
considet, and dispassionate:y to reflect on the inference which the Vizier must have 
necessarily drawn from his Lordship’s suspicion of the veracity of his represen- 
tative at the court of Lucknow, evinced by his deputation of Captain Gilbert to 
ascertain the correctness of my interpretation of a speech which was made by his 
Excellency in the presence of a hundred spectators. 


76. .To this deputation of Captain Gilbert, and his private conference, 
assisted by Mr. Clarke, with the Vizier, I ascribe the maturation of the plot: a 
conspiracy designed by Hukeem Mehdee, most readily entered into by Captain 
McLeod and Mr. Clarke, and unintentionally encouraged by Lord Moira; the 
principal objects of which were the subversion of the reform of this Government, 
my removal from the office of Resident, and the elevation of Hukeem Mehdee Alee 
Khan to the station of Prime Minister to the Vizier. Some other subordinate 
objects, which have a natural tendency to explain, and were necessary, perhaps, to 
account for, the extraordinary association and views of the subordinate instru- 
ments of the intrigue, have been ascribed to it by general report, which the 
Vizier, as | understand, has authenticated, and which his Minister has frequently 
declared to me to consist with his personal knowledge. Captain McLeod and 
Mr, Clarke are reported to have each had a promise from his Excellency of thé 
sum of a lac of rupees,* as the reward of their jabours in ascertaining the 
sentiments of the Governor-General with regard to the reform and the Resident ; 
and his Excellency had further engaged to make good such other doucemrs, 
to a very considerable amount, as Captain McLeod and Mr. Clarke might 
recommend to be given to their friends who assisted the progress of their enqui- 
ries. Mr. Clarke was to be aide-de-camp and Major, with the salary annexed 


ta 
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newt 77. The conversation holden with his Excellency the Vitter by Captain 
from Resident ac Gilbert, on the occasion above referred to, has never been particularly explained 
Lucknow. tome. Its general purport and drift, as described by his Excellency ta the 
Minister, and repeated by the latter to my Moonsbee, were of a nature By 
on his Excellency’s mind a conviction of the Governor-General’s displeasure 
with me, and his resolution to remove me fram my station, if a pretext for 
doing so could be found. Captain Gilbert’s manner must have indicated, if-his 
language did not clearly express, the Governor-General’s suspicion of my yera, 
city in the case of Dr. Wilson and Mr. Law, and his Lordship’s particular 
desire to place the latter in his Excellency’s household, in the room of" the 
former, who was disliked, and whom hig Excellency, it was insinuated, should 
guard against as the confidential fiiend of the Resident. The natural effect of 
such a conversation, and of the comments which Mr. Clarke would have thade 
on it, on the mindof his Excelleney the Vizier, nay, the necessary inference which 
he must have drawn ftdm a question that indicated a doubt in the mind of the Go. 
vernor-General of the truth of thy statement to his Lordship, needs not to be sug- 
gested by me, and may very naturally have produced, with a view to Lord Moira's 
gratification, the message which Captain Gilbert reported to have been given 
to him by his Excellency the Vizier. Mr. Clarke has thought proper to suppress 
any allusion, the most remote, to this conference in his answer to your official 
reference, and the reason for his doing so must be plain. This circumstance, 
of itself, supersedes the necessity for my offering any comments on the charac- 
ter, in other respects, of that gentleman’s letter to your address. 


78. It is further worthy of remark, with a reference to Captain Gilbert’s 
deputation, that I received a note from this gentleman while on my way to 
Constantia, in the morning, requesting my permission to breakfast that day with 
his Excellency, but taking no notice whatever of his having received an invita- 
tion to do so, nor of the conference which was proposed to be holden, under the 
sanction and instruction of the Governor-General, which must obviously, in the 
mind of Captain Gilbeit, have superseded his application to me ; and therefore 
the motive of the application, unless intended as a blind to conceal from me the 
real design of the visit, would seem to require explanation, 


79. Another ciicumstance, deserving perhaps of remark, witha reference to 
Captain Gilbert’s deputation, occurs to be noticed in this place. While sitting 
with Lord Moira at breakfast, I received a message from the Vizier, to announce 
an unexpected visit from Captains Gilbert and McRa, and to enquire whether 
presents should be offered tothem. I stated the message to Lord Moira, who 
observed that no presents must be taken, and wrote a note to that effect to 
one of the gentlemen. From this circumstance and the foregoing, I should 
infer that Captain Gilbert’s visit to his Excellency was not only unexpeeted but 
unsought, and that Captain Gilbert must have misunderstodd the intention of 
his Excellency’s remark with regard to the carriage of the cheetas. 


80. On the subject of Lord Moira’s conversation with the Vizier during their 
drive to the review in cantonments, on the morning af the Silat of October, it 
seents unnecessary to make any remark. His Excellency subsequently ‘map- 
tioned to me the attempts of both in the carriage to make themselves. autbally 
understood, and we breakfasted in a body at the Residency, where nothing but 
the utmost cordiality towards me appeared in the conduct of the Vizier, whom 
I invited to dine with me in'the evening, totally unsuspicious, of course, of 
what the interview of the evening was to produce. . 


81. Theparticulars of Mr. Ricketts’ conference with the ge ie nogn of 
the 3ist af October are distinctly related iby that gentleman 5 v ) TREAT GIRE 
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switch should re dere y with the feemer, anal theithe copyetlon MH y YF, : 
Nnoy’s mind of LLerd Moira’s displeasure agsidst de ' ‘ 
commusicatjon, 
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as has indeed been established beyond a deubt by Mr. Ricketts’s subsequent 
report, in conjunction with Mr. Swinton and yourself, of the genuine senti- 
ments of the Vizier, declared at your conference with his Excellency, which 
took place on the 4th of November. 


$¢. This latter is a document, in my opinion, so convincing and so entirely 
conclusive in favour of every fact which I have stated, and of every inference 
which I have drawn with a reference to the recent transactions, that 1 might here 
conclude my narrative with safety, and with perfect reliance on the justice of 
every unprejudiced reader, for a gomplete vindication of my conduct in all the 
particulars that have been noticed by his Excellency the Right Honourable the 
Governoi-General, and in the papers to which his minute refers. 


83. Before concluding, however, I shall state a few further particulars which 
were brought to my knowledge subsequently to the exhibition and retractation of 
the Vizier’s most extraordinary charges, and since the Governor-General’s 
departure from Lucknow. 


84. It appears that his Excellency was induced to believe, by the repeated as- 
surances of Hukeem Melidee, supported by Mr. Clarke and Captain McLeod, and 
particularly by the inference which he drew from the deputation of Captain Gilbert 
and Mr. Ricketts, that the principal object of Lord Moira’s visit to Lucknow was to 
establish the grounds of a prejudice which he had long entertained against me, 
connected with my proceedings at this Court in the time of his Excellency’s 
father. That his Lordship was satisfied, further, of the fidelity and attachment 
of Hukeem Mehdee, and disposed to support his pretensions to the office of 
Minister of Oude; more particularly in opposition to Mirza Jafer, whom 
his Lordship disliked very much in consequence of my recommendation. 
That Mr. Ricketts, his Lo:dship’s confidential Secretary, was also favourable to 
Hukeem Mehdee, and particularly hostile to me and to the sons of Mirza Jafer, 
and that I was an object of envy and aversion to all the principal persons in the 
suite of the Governor-Geneial. That his Excellency had nothing to do but to 
exhibit some complaints against me, which his Lordship would gladly receive and 
act on without investigation, and that the appointment of Hukeem Mehdee, or 
any other person unconnected with me or with Mirza Jafer, whom the Vizier 
might select for his Minister, would immediately follow his nomination. That 
the office of Resident should be filled by a gentleman to whom his Excellency 
might be partial, and who would consult his pleasure in all things ; and that the 
beating of the nobut (a large drum) over the new gateway of the palace, which 
appears to have been an object of some importance to the Vizier, and which he 
Lad hesitated from delicacy to mention to me, should form a spontaneous sugges- 
tion of the Governor-General at the conference fixed for the 31st of October, when 
the charges against me should be given in. Those charges were accordingly 
prepared by Hukeem Melee, as 1 am disposed to believe, though unquestionably 
with the knowledge and advice of Captain McLeod and Mr. Clarke, the latter 
of whom is asserted by the Vizier to have given them into his hands, while 
Hukeem Mehdee most positively ascribes the preparation of the papers to Mr. 
Clarke in concurrence with Captans McLeod, by whom some of the charges 
were suggested. 


85. The manner of the exposure of the intrigue, and the circumstances which 
led the Vizier to so early a recantation of his absurdity, remain to be explained, 
and are as follow, related tome by the Minister, and confirmed by the statement 
of his Sovereign. 


86. The result of the conference at the Residency on the evening of the 31st of 
October would appear to have greatly disappointed the expectations of his Excel- 
lency the Vizier, and to have utterly falsified the statements of Hukeem Mehdee 
and his English coadjutors. His Excellency saw no satisfaction evinced in 
the countenance of the Governor-General at receiving those charges against 
the Resident which were stated to form the principal object of his Lordship’s 
visit to Lucknow. . An immediate assurance of my removal, without any inves- 
to of the charges, which his Excellency had been taught toexpect, : was alike 
tacompatible with the public justice of the Governor-General and with the 
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Sie tere, of the misrepresentstion ef my enemies and of his ignorance ‘of the netive 
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—. ,  Charecter, could go no farther than to inspire him with a@ desire of ascertaining 
Letter the truth, of correcting my errors if established, and, dpivg justice to my motives 


from Resident at if they were pure. He received the charges in silence, or with an assurance 
PAckD eT: merely that they should be taken into consideration, and justice impartially rén- 
dered. The nomination of Hukeem Mehdee to be Minister instead of receiving the. 

immediate confirmation of Lord Moira, was rejected in unqualified terms, on the 

Just and obvious grounds of that person’s known enmity to the British Govern. 

ment and the general unworthiness of his character. ‘The trifling affair of the 

nobut, too, instead of being distinguished by his Lordship’s particular notice, in 

anticipation of his Excellency’s desire, was explained away in an instant by a 

personal reference to me; thus indicating, in one instatice at least, that my 

veracity was a natural test for the Governor-General to recur to where his eag 

had not previously been abused, and establishing to his Excellency’s conviction 

that the assurances of Hukeem Mehdee and his fellows were unauthorized by the 
Governor-General,. and dictated by their personal views. His Excellency further, 

on quitting the scene of the conference, aware of what he had been doing and 

seeing me in conversation with you, paid particular attention to my countenance, 

and saw expressions in it which he supposed to proceed from my knowledge of 

the purport of his charges, my inward consciousness of their falsehood, my 
pa in the result of their investigation, and from a mixed feeling of indig- 
nation and compassion towards himself for the ingratitude and absurdity of his 


conduct. 


87. I confess that some portion of those feelings was passing im my mind at 
the time, though the foolish complaint about the nobut was all that had then been 
explained to me. You added, to the best of my recollection, that there were a 
number of other matters of complaint, which I should be informed of in due 
time; and this partial information from you, connected with the appearance of 
Mr. Clarke, who had attended his Excellency, selfinvited to my house, and was 
then strutting up and down the room with an air of remarkable consequence, 
gave a feeling of indignation to my mind, which my face may very probably 
have pourtrayed. 


88. On the Vizier’s getting up to take leave, I was either out of the way or 
did not come forward to attend him; and Lord Moira, with his usual considera- 
tion in matters of personal etiquette, having called for me, as the master of the 
house, to attend my guest to his carriage, this circumstance, I have since under- 
stood, formed another disappointment and a source of remorse tu the Vizier, who 
expected the Resident elect, or his Lordship’s confidential Secretary, to assume 
my place on that occasion. Ilis hand trembled while in mine, and he appeared 
to be generally agitated, but said nothing at parting with me, and I certainly 
said nothing to his Excellency, save the usual compliment at taking leave. 


89. Agha Meer, who was perfectly acquainted with the origin and progress of 
the intrigue, and with all the parties concerned in it, but had neither power, nor 
perhaps toclination at that time to defeat it, and far less, I can contidently assert, 
any hope of advantage from its exposure, proceeded from the Residency, as he 
was always in the habit of doing, to the house of my head Moonshee, Atlee 
Nuckee Khan, where the business of the evening was talked over, and my Moon- 
shee became partially informed of the natute of the charges or complaints which 
the Vizier had presented to the Governor-General. The Moonshee very naturally 
observed to Agha Meer, that both his master and himself must be aware of their 
utter falsehood and absurdity, and the certainty of the exposure of both, when 
the matter should be properly investigated. | 


yo. Agha Meer, after this conversation, took leave of my Moonshee for the 
night, and went home to his house in the city, whence next morning, at the 
usual hour, he attended his master for ordera, and found him, as he, reported ito 
me, in a state of agitation and terror, occasioned, as his Ex¢eHete decla : 
-by reflection on the occurrences of the evening. Agha Meer, although inwardly 
rejoiced at his Excellency’s repentance of a conduct whieh he bad bated as 
ungrateful and unworthy, yet aware of his master’s disposition and Liab 4 

me 


| 
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method. of treating: i1, endeavoured at first to encourage him by assurances of 
Lord, Muira’s support. ‘* What signifies the displensure of Major Baillie,” said. 
Agha Meer, ‘‘ since he can no longer remain at Lucknow. . We can tell our own 
“ stary when be departs; and, by the blessing of God, your Excellengy is an inde- 
“ pendent and powerful prince, supported by the Governor-General, the king of 
‘ kings, whom no person can resist nor oppose.”—‘* But whence this support,” 
said bis Excellency; ‘“ Lord Moira gave meno such assurance. He did not 
‘‘ appear pleased by my complaints; he rejected expressly my proposal for the 
“ appointment of Hukeem Mehdee to be Minister; and with regard to the 
“ nobut he observed that a, reference should be made to Major Baillie. When 
“ we came out, too, J observed Major Baillie, to whom Mr. Adam had been 
‘“ speaking, as confident and as totally unconcerned as if nothing had passed to 
« displease him: and yet it is obvious that he was displeased, for he would not 
‘¢ come to hand me down stairs till Lord Moira desired him to do so, when he 
‘‘ must have seen my regret and coufusion. I can never look him in the face, 
‘* far less can I repeat in his presence the contents of that horrible paper.” 


91. Agha Meer was now satisfied, as he states, of his Sovereign’s cordial contri- 
tion for the gross impropriety of his conduct, and his desire of a reconciliation 
with me. He naturally, therefore, clyanged his ground, and applauded and 
encouraged the disposition which he would in vain have attempted to excite in a 
mind like his Excellency the Vizier’s, till his own reflections had led to it. He 
regretted that his Excellency had heen jnisled by the false and interested repre- 
sentations of his ancient egemy, Hukeem Mehdee, and those fawning Feringees 
(as he called them) who had brought his Excellency into trouble. He painted in 
lively colours the tried friendship of the Resident on a number of former occa- 
sions as well as since his I:xcellency’s accession; my good name among the 
English gentlemen as well as the natives of India, which might have pre- 
vented the Governor-General from removing me, notwithstanding his personal 
dislike ; and finally, the benevolence of my disposition, as he termed it, which 
had always led me to forgive the offences of my bitterest enemies, instancing par- 
ticularly Hukeem Mehdee. whom I had taken into favour myself on the death of 
the late Vizier, though his former practices were known to me, and had even 
interceded with his Excelleney in his behalf. “ Be assured,” said Agha Meer to 
his Excellency, ‘‘ that you have no reason to doubt the ready forgiveness of Major 
“ Baillie for any thing you may have done to displease him; more particularly 
‘“‘ when informed of the circumstances which induced you to act as you have 
“done. Besides, it is possible,” he added, ‘‘that Major Baillie may still be 
‘* ignorant of the contents of the paper which you gave in; and, if you please, I 
“‘ will go to him now with the usual message of friendly enquiry from your Ex- 
‘¢ cellency, and endeavour to find out what he knows and thinks of the pro- 
“« ceedings of the evening.”——‘‘ Go immediately,” said his Excellency to Agha 
Meer, ‘‘and tell the Resident the whole of the truth. Tell him how I was 
‘© misled by Clarke and McLeod, that they were the sole instigators of my con- 
duct, that they forced these papers into my hands and insisted on my giving 
‘ them to Lord Moira, that they had been practising upon me with this view 
‘© before I left Lucknow, and on my way to Cawnpore, and while there, and 
* that I constantly resisted their attempts, till they brought Captain Gilbert to 
‘¢ me with a message from the Governor-General, which at length induced me to 
* listen to their false and malicious assurances, and to give in the papers which 
“‘ they peepared, Tell the Resident, further, that he has long been my uncle and 
“ friend, that I repent with sorrow and shame my ungrateful conduct towards 
‘¢ him, and am ready to make every reparation. Go, then, with the Resident to 
“ Lord Moira, or to his Lordship’s secretaries, and tell them the whole of the 
“ truth, and bring me back those horrible papers that the Resident may be pre- 
“ vented from seeing them.” 


92. Agha Meer came accordingly to my house, but found that I was out 
riding, and heard that I was to breakfast at Constantia. He therefore went to 
my Moonshes, and explained to him the nature of the message with which he 
‘was Charged by the Vizier. My Moonshee very properly observed, that the 
Matter was too important to be delayed, and suggested Agha -Meer’s following 
me-to Constantia to deliver-the message from his master. With.what follows 
ae you 
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you are as well acquainted as I am. I was sitting with you and Mr. Swinton 
when Agha Meer was announced to be in waiting. I came out to the door to 
receive him, but refused to listen to his conversation the moment the drift of it 
was perceived. He then begged ta be conducted to you and Mr. Swiaton, tp 
whom, as wel] as to me, the message of his master was to be conveyed. I oan- 
ducted him into your presence accordingly, took my leave, and returned to the 
Residency, where shortly after I was followed by Agha Meer, and again refused 
to receive the communication which he offered to me from his master, desirin 
that it should be brought to mein writing. The letter of the Ist of November wag 
accordingly brought to me in the evening, and the contents of it, with the 
feelings of horror which they naturally excited in my mind, were communicated 
to you for Lord Moira’s information immediately. 


93. Next morning I carried the letter to Constantia, and had an audience of 
the Governor-General on the subject of it. His Lordship must doubtiess 
recollect the purport of our conversation on that occasion and on the following 
day, at Constantia. I lamented in forcible terms the association of English 
zentlemen, my acquaintances and friends as I supposed them, in the designs 
and intrigues of Hakeem Mehdee, for the purpose of subverting my influence 
and of frustrating the views of the Government, the sole and legitimate objects to 
which my influence had ever been applied. I regretted the encouragement 
which had been afforded to the base designs of my enemies by his Lordship’s 
ignorance of the native character, and of the intrigues, which had now been 
developed, to weaken his confidence in me, and which had occasioned so much 
trouble and vexation. On his Lordship’s evincing a disposition to vindicate the 
conduct of Captain McLeod and Mr. Clarke, which I described as in direct 
opposition to the positive orders of Government, I went so far as to state with 
submission, that agreeably to the view which his Lordship had taken of their 
proceedings, | must consider them as authorized spies on the conduct of his Lord- 
ship’s representative, a mortification to which I FaniBly presumed that his Lord- 
ship could never mean to subject me. When his Lordship expressed a desire to 
confront those gentlemen with the Nawaub, I most readily concurred in the 
suggestion, and instead of throwing obstacles in the way of an investigation of 
the matter of complaint against myself, I encouraged it by every argument in my 
power. With reference to Mr. Law and Mr. De L’Etang, I entirely concurred 
with his Lordship in acquitting them of any active share in the intrigue, though 
I considered Mr. Law as apprized of it; and with regard to Mr. De L’Etang, in 
particular, I stated what his Lordship has recorded. 1 must, however, be per- 
mitted to remark, with all due deference to his Lardship, that I am not aware of 
any inference to be drawn from this circumstance, which could militate against 
the positive proof that has appeared of the association of Captain McLeod and 
Mr. Clarke, from the commencement of the intrigue until its exposure. 


94. The nomination by his Excellency the Vizier of his old and confidential 
servant, Agha Meer, to the office of his Minister, #s the only circumstance that 
remains to be noticed in this narrative; and I am induced to advert to it solely by 
the allusion in the Governor-General’s minute to an intrigue, more efficacioué 
than the first, to set aside the complaints against the Resident, the reward of 
which was the elevation of Agha Meer to a station of which he was unworthy. 


95. I beg of you to recollect the substance of your letter to me, conveying 
the commands of the Governor-General, that in compliance with the desire of 
the Vizier I should assist him in the choice of a Minister. This letter was written 
and received on the 6th of November, some days after the exposure of the in- 
trigue, and when all discussions regarding it had ceased; my answer is probably 
in your possession. I stated the | Jee reluctance to advise the Vizier on this 
point, and the natural ground of that reluctance, my conviction that the only 
person worthy of the trust was a person whom his Lordship rejected by reason of 
his connexion with me. I further entreated, in my answer, that yourse¥, or some 
other of the secretaries, should be joined in the mission with me, This request was 
declined by Lord Moira, in terms the most gratifying to my feelings, as expres 
siye of a renewal of his confidence, and in obedience to his Lordship’s command, 
I promised to wait on his Excellency and report the result of our conference. 

96. That 
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96 T et Was dhridunced to the Govetitot-Cehetal in 4 diteae dddress from 
‘Hid Ek cal ency, and it was the only result to be expécted. Mirza J&fer, the most 
‘respettable person from ‘talents and birth, and the most desirable ‘from attach- 
‘merit to duit interests, that was then ‘to be found ih this capital, was proscribed, 
of ‘Supposed to be proscribed, by the Governor-General’s displeasure. Hukeem 
Melidee “Had beeti rejected by his Lordship. Rajah Bhuwanee Pershaud, and 
‘Raeb-Dyd-Krishen, were the only two revenue officers of note who were known 
to his Excellency gt'to me. The first had been a fugitive for many years, in 
balance to thie State, and had just been recalled from his exile; he was known to 
be indebted many lacs of rupees to the bankers of Lucknow, and to have lost his 
credit with them, and with all descriptions of the people, by his flight while in the 
service of Government. These circumstances were mentioned by me, and 
immediately acknowledged by his Excellency as substantial reasons for rejecting 
him.. Dya-Krishen, the next on the roll, was unexceptionable in every respect 
for the office of Dewan, and the Vizier’s nomination of him to that office had my 
ready and cordial concurrence. [or the situation of Naib there was no one. 
The person named Skeikh Imam Bukhsh, who is referred to in Lord Moira’s 
wninute, is a man who had served the late Almass Alee Khan for many years as a 
Vakeel, in attendance first on the commanding-officer at Cawnpore, and after- 
wards associated with a Hindoo of greater respectability than himself in attend- 
ance at the Resident’s durbar. The mention of his name by his Excellency was 
suggested, as I understand, by Mr. Clarke, between whom and Imam Bukhsh 
there was a friendship. But the office iutended for Imam Bukhsh was merely that 
of deputy to Hukeem Mehdee in the management of some subordinate depart- 
ment, when the latter should be called to the station of Minister; and it is re- 
markable, that Imag Bukhsh now actually holds the same office under the present 
Minister, Agha Meer. 

97. There was obviously, therefore, no person of any distinction or note under 
the former Government of Oude whom the present Vizier could select for the 
office of his principal Minister; and oa my calling his Excellency’s attention to 
the three essential qualities which appeared to ine indispensable in the person to 
be selected for this office, namely, first, attachment to his Excellency’s person, 
established to such a degree as should merit his entire confidence ; secondly, that 
innate principle of justice and benevolence, which should lead the Minister to 
restrain oppression and promote the happiness of the people; and thirdly, that 
conviction of the unity and identity of the interests of his Excellency’s Govern- 
ment and ours, which would ensure his unremitting endeavours to preserve 
harmony and cordiality between them, his E.xcellency immediately observed to 
me, that the first of the qualities which I mentioned could only be found in Agha 
Meer, whom he had known and brought up from his infancy, and that he 
believed him to possess the other two. I replied, that [ saw no objection to Agha 
Meer, if such were his Excellency’s sentiments, except the want of former 
influence and consideration among his subjects, and of experience in matters of 
state. ‘ The first,” said his Excellency, ‘‘ I can give him; and as to the second, 
“ he may, gradually acquire it, and will profit in the meantime by your advice, 
“ and by the knowlege and experience of Dya-Krishen.” I then suggested to 
his Excellency, that the name of Agha Meer should be noticed anong others in 
his letter to the Governor-General, and that the decision should be left to his 
Lordship. ° : 

98. The foregoing is all that occurred, to the best of my recollection and belief, 
at my‘conference with his Excellency the Vizier, which was sought, as I under- 
stood, by his Excellency, and prescribed to me by Lord Moira’s command, on 
the subjeet of the appointment of Ministers If t have erred in any part of the 
statement, a reference to his Excetlency witl correct ne: and with this state. 
ment I conclude the narrative and vindication of my proceedings as Resident at 
the Court cf Lucknow, during’ the eventful and memorable period, which has first 
served to all in question the merits of my political services to the Honourable 
Exst-fndtia Company, at'a time when I naturally expected the most gratifying 
marks ‘of appfobation for the upright discharge of my duties and successful termi- 


nativn of by Iabours to improve the Government of Qude, | |, 
; one I have, &c. 
4) Ludmow, (Signed) J. Baruriz, 
Oth April 1814, Resident. 
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P. 8. With a reference to the date of this letter, it seems proper to offer an 
explanation of the causes of my delay to transmit it. 


The chief of those causes I must avow to have been the return of his Excel. 
lency the Right Honourable the Governor-General to this neighbourhood, and 
a natural apprehension in my mind of that event’s giving rise to some new in- 
trigues and conspiracies of a nature similar to the former, which have actual] 
arisen from it as I foresaw, and have occasioned a great deal of trouble and vex- 
ation to me as well as detriment to the public interests. 


Those intrigues, however, have hitherto had an obvious tendency to corroborate, 
rather than weaken, the conclusions which are drawn in my narrative, and which 
manifestly flow from the facts and circumstances that are stated in it. The 
Minister of the Vizier’s Government, whom Lord Moira supposed to be the origin 
of an intrigue more efficacious than that which gave rise to the complaints 
against the Resident, is no longer in power at this Court, is an object of his 
Sovereign’s aversion, and has been so for several months, in consequence of the 
intrigues of his enemies, encouraged by the fickleness of his master's disposition, 
and supported, as I have reason to believe, by native emissaries, as formerly, in the 
suite of the Governor-General, who have been enabled by fortuitous circum- 
stances to impress the Vizier with a belief that the Minister is disliked by his 
Lordship, and that a number of his Excellency’s measures shortly after his acces- 
sion to the musnud, which are ascribed to my influence over his mind, although 
prescribed to me by the orders of the Government, have been disapproved by the 
Governor-General. Yet, under all these unfavourable circumstances, no surmise 
of any thing like the intrigue which was ascribed to the unfortunate Agha Meer 
has hitherto come to my knowledge, and his Excellency the Vizier, though we 
have actually degraded his Minister, placed his person under rigorous restraint, 
and disclaimed a number of measures which the Minister adopted by his com- 
mand, has never yet been prevailed on to disavow the sincerity of his repentance 
and recantation of his absurd complaints against me, nor his original exposure of 
the authors of them. On the other hand, his recall of Mirza Hajee to favor, the 
earnestness with which he solicited the continuance of Mr. Wilson in his house- 
hold, anc the tenor of his letters on those subjects, have a manifest tendency to 
demonstrate the truth of my solemn declaration, that his original employment 
of Mirza Hajee, and his ostensible appointment of Mr. Wilson to the office of his 
personal surgeon, were the acts of his free will, uninfluenced by any suggestion on 
my part or even by a wish for my gratification. 


Another cause of the delay, which candour impels me to acknowledge, has pro- 
ceeded from a natural desire, that the final decision in this country, on a question 
of such importance to my character, should involve the collective opinionof all the 
members of the Government, as well as its illustrious head, whose perfect confidence 
and good opinion, though I have laboured assiduously to acquire them by the 
strictest obedience to his commands, have hitherto, I am sorry to- think, been 
refused to my ardent wishes, in consequence of somc unhappy prepossessions 
which it is the object of this narrative to remove. 


It occurs to me, on the present occasion, to submit my humble request, that in 
the case of the failure of this narrative to produce in the minds of the Government 
that conviction which it seems calculated to inspire, the narrative and all the 
documents which it refers to be transmitted to the Honourable the Court of 
Directors, for the purpose of enabling that Court to form a judgment on the 
merits of my conduct in the arduous and important situation in which the Court 
was pleased to confirm me as a reward for my former services, and the duties of 
which I have discharged, during a period of eight years and upwards, to the best 
of my judgment and ability, with integrity, zeal, and success. . 


20th September 1815. Signed) | J. BAILLIE, 
accel (Signed) Resident. 


The following minutes of the Governor-General and the Members of Council 
having been read in circulation, are ordered to be here recorded. 
MINUTE 
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MINUTE of the GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 


The statement which I verbally made in Council to my colleagues, that my 
feelings could never allow me to hold confidential intercourse with Lieutenant- 
Colonel Baillie after perusing the document which has just been circulated, will 
have prepared them to expect from me a proposition for his removal from the 
Residency of Lucknow. Indeed I think my colleagues must be sensible that the 
general tone of the paper, even without considering the incorrectness of nar- 


Minute of 


. Governor-General, 


31 Oct. 1815. 


ration, is so offensive. as to render it wholly unfit for me to continue him as my - 


representative at the Court of Oude. I therefore propose that the powers of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie as Residcnt be withdrawn, that he be ordered to leave 
the dominions of the Nawaub Vizicr as soon as the necessary preparations for 
his departure can be completed. and that Richard Strachcy, Lsq., be transferred 
from the situation of Resident at the Court of Dowlut Rao Scindiah to that of 
Resident at Lucknow. Should the health of Mr. Strachey not permit him to 
take immediate charge of his destined office, I move that the Honourable Edward 


Gardner be summoned from Kemaoon to conduct temporarily the business of 
Onde. 


31st October 1815, (Signed) Morra. 





MINUTE of Mr. EDMONSTONE and Mr. DOWDESWELL. 


The Governor-General having been pleased to propose the removal of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Baillie from the office of Resident at Lucknow, on the grounds 
distinctly stated fn his Lordship’s minute, we beg leave to express our unquali- 
fied concurrence in that measure. It is impossible, indeed, to refuse our assent 
to the expediency of Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie’s relinquishment of the situa- 
tion of Resident at Lucknow. Residents at foreign Courts are considered by 
those Courts as the represcntatives of the Governor-General; and such, in fact, 
they are, since by the nature of his office, the Governor-General takes the lead 
in the conduct of political affairs, corresponds individually with the princes and 
chiefs to whom the Residents are accredited, and is the ostensible authority 
with which foreign States are connected. It is therefore indispensably requisite, 
that the Residents at foreign Courts should possess the entire confidence of the 
Governor General, and it is impossible not to admit that the mere existence of 
a state of circumstances such as is most unhappily exhibited in the narrative of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie independently of any consideration whatever con- 
nected with the character of his conduct, or the tone and language of his narra- 
tive, renders it impracticable to continue, through his agency, the transaction of 
affairs between the Government and the Court of Lucknow. 


31st October 1815. (Signed) N. B. EpmonstTone. 
G. DowDESWELL. 





MINUTE of Mr. SETON. 


On the grounds stated by Mr. Edmonstone and Mr. Dowdeswell, I perfectly 
agree in opinion with those gentlemen, that the office of Political Resident can 
neither be held with propriety, nor the functions thereof be discharged with 
efficiency or with benefit to the public interests, by a person who does not 
possess the full confidence of the Governor-General ; and as it is evident from 
the Right Honourable the Governor-General’s minute of this date, that Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Baillie, whose letter of the 29th of April I have been unable to 
peruse without a feeling of astonishment and of painful regret, has lost that con- 
fidence, I beg leave to express my entire concurrence in the expediency of the 
arrangement proposed by his Lordship. 


3ist October 1815. (Signed) A. SETon, 


The 


Mr. Edmonstone's 
and 
Mr. Dowdeswell’s 
Minute, 
31 Oct. 1815. 


Mr. Seton’s 
Minute, 
$1 Oct. 1815. 


Letter 
from Secretary to 
Government. 


Letter from 
zovernor-General. 


« 
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The following orders, dated the 31st ultimo, having been circulated, approved, 
and issued since the last meeting of Council, are ordered to be here recorded. 


Ordered, That the following letter be addressed to Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie, 
and that he be furnished with a copy of the English draft, below recorded, of 
the Governor-General’s letter to the Nawaub Vizier. 





‘ To Lieutenant Colonel Baillie, &c. &c. &c. 
ir: 

!. Iam directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 29th 
April. 

2. You will hereafter receive a communication on the subject of your despatch. 
For the present, | am instructed to state, that the tone and spirit which pervade 
that ducument, render it impracticable for the Governor-General to maintain 
with you that confidential intercourse, which the good of the public service 
requires should subsist between the head of the Government and his representa- 
tive at the Court of a foreign prince. The Governor-General in Council has 
therefore thought proper to remove you from the office of Resident at Lucknow, 
and to desire that you will withdraw from that Court as soon after you shall be 
relieved from the duties of the office as may be consistent with your personal 
accommodation. 


8. His Lordship in Council has been pleased to appoint Mr. Richard Strachey 
to be Hesident at Lucknow, and you will deliver over charge of the office to 


Mr. Strachey on his arrival. 


4. You will receive from the Persian Secretary a letter addressed to his Excel- 
lency the Vizier by the Governor-General, announcing the arrangement above 
stated, and you will be pleased to convey it to his Excellency, either personally, 
or in such other mode as you may deem advisable. An English copy of that 
letter is enclosed for your information. 


I have, &c. 


AS Fort- William, (Signed) J. ADAM, 
Sist October 1815. Secretary to the Government. 


Ordered, That a letter to the address of the Nawaub Vizier, in conformity 
with the terms of the following draft, be prepared in the office of the Persian 
Secretary to the Government, for the seal and signature of the Governor-Gene- 
ral, and be transmitted without delay to Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie. 





To His Excellency the Vizier. (Written the 31st October 1815.) 

A necessity having arisen for relieving Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie from the 
office of Resident at your Excellency’s Court on the part of the British Govern- 
ment, I have the honour to inform your Excellency that I have appointed Mr. 
Richard Strachey, a gentleman of rank and distinguished reputation in the civil 
service of the Honourable Company, to succeed Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie. 


Mr. Strachey has represented the British Government at the Court of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah for some years past, and has given me entire satisfaction in that 
capacity; and my selection of him for the honourable and confidential office of 
Resident at your Excellency’s Court is founded on my experience of his ability, 
judgment, and personal disposition, which warrants a firm expectation that his 
ministry will conduce equally to the personal satisfaction of your Excellency, to 
the advantage of your Government in all points on which you may be ple 
to consult him, and to the consolidation and improvement of the combined 
interests of the two States. Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie will have the honour of 
taking leave of your Excellency as soon after Mr. Strachey’s arrival at Lucknow 
as may be consistent wit his personal convenience. 


EXTRACT 
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EXTRACT BENGAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
The 2d December 1315. 2 Dec. 1815. 
To J. Adam, Esq., Secretary to Government, in the Secret and Political — Letter from 
Department. Acting Resident at 
Sir : Lucknow. 


I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 31st 
ultimo, announcing my removal from the station of Resident at the Court of 
Lucknow, and containing an English copy of a letter addressed by his Excel- 
lency the Right Honourable the Governor-General to his Excellency the Vizier 
on thatoccasion. The original Persian letter, under his Lordship’s signature and 
seal, was received from the Persian department on the 11th instant, and I had 
the honour of presenting it to the Vizier at the Residency on the morning of the 
the 14th instant. 


2. I have this day received from his Excellency, and transmitted to the Per- 
sian Secretary, an answer to the Governor-General’s letter, conceived in terms 
that are gratifying to my feelings, because I am satisfied, and indeed it must be 
obvious, thatthe Vizer’s expressions with a reference to me, on this occasion, 
are genuine, and convey the real sentiments of his Excellency’s mind. He has 
my best wishes for the honour and prosperity of his Government, and for his 
personal welfare and happiness. 


3. I await with considerable anxiety the arrival of my successor at this Court, 
and I propose proceeding to the Presidency by water immediately on my being 
relieved. It is my intention, with the sanction of his Excellency the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council, to embark for England, on fur- 
lough, by the first opportunity that may offer after my arrival at the Presidency. 


1 have, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) J. BAILLIE, 
18th November 1815. Acting Resident. 


a A 
“~; 


bs ‘ 

Ordered, That the following translation of the letter from the Nawaub Vizier 

to the Governor-General, transmitted by Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie to the 

Persian Secretary to the Government, and referred to in the above despatch, be 
here recorded. 





<< 





From his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier. (Received the 28th November 1815.) Letter 


. ond fiom the Vizier. 
I have had the honour to receive your Lordship’s letter of the 31st October, 


announcing to me the recall of Licutenant-Colonel Baillie from the office of Resi- 
dent at my Court, and the appointment of Mr Richard Strachey to that situation, 
and stating that your Lordship’s selection of Mr. Strachey was founded on your 
experience of that gentleman’s ability, judgment, and disposition, which lead you 
confidently to expect that he will discharge the duties of his office in such a 
manner as will conduce to my personal satisfaction, to the benefit of my Govern- 
ment in all matters, and to the advancement of the interests of the two States. 


Ever since the day of my accession to the musnud of this Government and to 
the hereditary Vezarut, Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie has, in obedience to your 
Lordship’s commands, and in consonance with your sincere kindness and regard, 
exerted himself to the utmost to promote my personal satisfaction. He has, at 
the same time, been active and sedulous in affording me his aid in important 
affairs, and has benefited my interests by his judicious advice, whenever I have 
had occasion to consult him; his departure is therefore a source of concern and 
regret tome. Iam consoled, however, by the assurance which I feel of your 

dship’s sincere regard, at all times and under all circumstances; and by the 
conviction that Mr. Strachey, both from a consideration of the ties which, as is 

well known to the whole world, have from of old united the two States so firm! 
as to Occasion an absolute identity, and also in conformity with the extreme kind: 
11 N ness* 
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Political ness which your Lordship has manifested towards me, will use all his efforts to 
ripcenter ia promote the interests of the uiliance, and will, according to past custom, afford 
—— _‘me suitable aid in every thing which may, conduce to the stability and weight of 
my power and authority, both in the affairs of my Government and in those of 
my houschold. ‘This will always tend to strengthen the foundation of the friend. 

ship and alliance between the two States and to raise your Lordsbip’s reputation, 


J trust that, believing me, &e. 
(A true translation : 


(Signed > C. A. Matoney, 
Deputy Persian Secretary to Government. 


(Enclosure No. 1. in Bengal Political Letter, dated 30th March 1816.) 


Enclosures in 





Ben ae a GOVERNOR GENERAL'S MINUTE. 
30 Mar. 1816. 1. I now proceed to lay before the Board the review of the affairs of Oude, 
P which I expressed an intention of submitting in the minute I recorded on the 
Minute o 3d November last. ‘The more imperious urgency of many of the questions we 


Governor-General : ; . 
3 Feb. 1816. | Dave lately had before us has alone occasioned the delay which has occurred in 


digesting my scntiments in this form. 


2, T shall premise what may be necessary to the fall explanation of the course 
IT have all along pursucd towards the Court of his Excellency the Nawaub 
Vizier and towards our representative there, in order to guard the Honourable 
Court of Directors against admitting the impressions which the late Resident’s 
letter of the ¢sth of April last is calculated to excite. 


3. It is very irksome (because it is the task of unravelling the most singular 
tissue of perversions [T have ever had the surprise of scrutinizing) to undertake 
following Major Baillie through the windings of his invariably incoriect represen. 
tation. The duty js, however, incumbent on me; because, notwithstanding the 
shallow and exploded artifice of disclaiming the imputation which the narrative 
is framed to convey, the object of Major Baillie is visibly to fix upon me the 
charge of having endeavoured to defeat, by my countenance of underhand 
intrigues, those measures which I had publicly commissioned him to carry through. 
That course would have been a whimsical procedure for a person who bad only 
to make the Political Secretary abroyate former instructions, or intimate to Major 
Baillie his exchange to another Court, or announce to him his removal from the 
diplomatic line alrogether, had any inclination existed to stop what was in 
progress. 


4, It was in the beginning of October 1813 that T arrived in Bengal and took 
upon myself the charge of this Government. The diflerences which had for the 
three preceding years subsisted between Major Baillie and his Excellency the late 
Vizier, and which bad at times been productive of a discreditable acrimony dur- 
ing that period, seemed to have subsided in a reconciliation cflected shortly 
before my arrival, andthe harmony was at the time held forth to Government as 
affording the promise of being lasting. The hope was however delusive. The 
first occasion of my being called upon to take a part in the affairs of Lucknow 
was upon Major Buillie’s representing that the good understanding he thought 
had been established between himself and the late Vizier was again interrupted, 
and that the latter had evinced a disposition to retract the concessions on his 
part, by which chiefly it bad been brought about., The concessions were said 
principally to have related to the scheme of reform in his Excelleney’s admini- 
stration, the intioduction of which our Government had long endeavoured to 
obtain, and to which, on the occasion of the reconciliation, his Excellency was 
said to have consented. This reference imposed on me the Jubour of perusing 
the records of all the ciscussions which had antecedently taken place on the 
subject ; and I was, of course, led to consider the whole cuse with peculiar 
attention. The Board will recollect the proceeding I adopted in consequence, 
and cannot but have been sensible of the motives which influenced me at the 
time. Major Raillie was in the situation of Minister of the British Government, 


and cven more immediately in that of my personal representative at the — 
(ie ¢. - 
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Oude. 1: naturally felt disposed to afford him that high degree of confidence 
which the finding him in such a postion was calculated to inspire, and was 
inclined therefure to receive my impressions with respect to the Vizier’s con- 
duct implicitly from his representation. Of the expedicney, or otherwise, of 
‘the specific scheme of reform in question, I was at the time no competent judge: 
I knew nothing of it, except that it had been apparently an object of earnest 
solicitude with my predecesscr in the Supreme Government to procure its intro- 
duction. I thence entered warmly into the same feelings, and in deference to 
the correctness of that Judgment, for which | have always entertained the 
highest respect, conceived the measure must be one of obvious wisdom, offering 
a certain promise of the most solid bencfits to his Excellency’s dominions. — | 
was, therefore, disposed to regard the evasive opposition which the late Vizier 
was said to have evinced as indicative of a peiveise disposition to resist syste- 
matically the salutary counscls of the British Government, and to play loose 
with its agent, in a manner requiring to be repressed by a strong exertion of 
our authority. I accordingly drafted, with my own hand, a letter to his Excel- 
lency,* couched in terms of all the strength which such sentiments could be 
expected to demand, and warning hin with peculiar solemnity of the destruction 
he might entail upon himself, by continuing to depart so contumaciously from 
his engagements. 


5. The apparently candid answer of the late Vizicr to this letter, and the 
nature of some of the discussions which took place upon it between his Excel- 
lency and the Resident, did, [ must confess, occassion a slight revolution in my 
sentiments. 1 began to feel that 1 could not, in justice to his Excellency, abide 
implicity by what Major Baillie, urilkr evident impression of pique, might 
represent, but that, in the differences which might occur between them, it would 
be requisite I should consider myself placed as it were in the situation of 
arbiter, regarding Major Baillie on'y as a party. The Board will recollect, 
that cven then I did not find reason to be fully satisfied of the uniform delicacy 
and propriety of Major Baille’s conduct towards his Excellency His 
behaviour did not appes: to me to be of that mil! conciliatory cast, which 
would have left his Excellency without excuse for the animosity he seemed 
to entertain. On the contiary, I thought I observed, even in Major 
Baillie’s own reports of what passed between his Excellency and himself, a 
captious disposition and a domincering tone, of themselves highly calculated to 
excite irritation ina prince, whose situation would naturally render him acutely 
jealous of his independence. 


6. On my professing this sentiment, it received powerful confirmation from 
an assertion made to me by a person of high authority, as to what he had 
witnessed on the spot of the reciprocal bitterness existing between the Nawaub 
Vizier and the Resident. 


7. Feeling, therefore, that his Execllency’s ill temper towards Major Baillie 
was not entirely without provocation, and being sensible that the British interests 
at his Excellency’s Court must saffer from this mutual animosity, Leven at that 
momeut entered into communication with Mr, Edmonstone upon the propriety 
of endeavouring to obviate the inconvenience resulting from the existing state of 
things by removing Major Buillie to some other Residency of equally high consi- 
deration, and thus, by an exchange honourable and not disadvantageous to him 
in any point of view, seeking to wtroduce to his Excelleacy’s councils a repre- 
sentative of our interests, m whose intercourse with his Excellency a good 
understanding, if nota personal friendship, might prevail. I was dissuaded from 
the immediate adoption of this course, not by any arguments affecting its pro- 
pliety, but from a consideration that the period of my departure for the Upper 
Provinces was not far distant, and that T should then have an opportunity of 
satisfying myself more fully, by personal observation, of the state of the dif- 
ferences between the parties, so that, in the event of my finding them entirely 
irreconcilable, I might take such measures as at the moment T should conceive 
most advisable. : 

9 
3 8. Tu- 
* JTetter of 7th January 1814, vide page 579. 
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Enclosures in 8. Influenced by the above conviction, I directed the Resident to refrain, jn, 
Bengal Political the interim from further pressing upon his Excellency those irritating tepice 
30 Mar.1816, Of discussion which seemed sure to inflame the existing differenees; and 
I addressed a letter to his Excellency in a strain more conciliatory than the 
Minute of — former. ‘The letter alluded to was that of the 25th of March, sent through’ 
are erga the ordinary channel of the Resident. In this I signified to his Excellency that 
‘our Government never wished to impose any requisitions inconsistent with his 
dignity ; that we had recommended a specific system of management, because 
its efficacy had been proved in the Honourable Company's territories, but that 
we could not desire to enforce on his Excellency the precise plan in question, if 
he thought it injurious to his credit, as all that was required was an essential, 
practical reform. His Excellency was requested to fashton a plan accordingly, 

in concert with the Resident. 


9. Things were in this state when I left the Presidency, in the prosecution 
of my intention of making a tour through the Western Provinces. His Ex. 
cellency the late Vizier died while I was on the river between Moorshedabad and 
Patna, an event which seemed to supersede the necessity of any particular 
interference in the affairs of Oude, since whatever discord existed was thought 
by me to have been only personal with the late Vizier and extinguished by his 
demise. 


10. Major Baillie, in his letter of the 28th Aprillast, attempts to account for 
the animosity towards himself evinced by the late Vizier, by tracing both the 
original differences, and the rupture subsequent to the reconciliation of the 2d 
October 1813, to the intrigues of men, enemies to him individually as well as 
hostile to the British interests in general. He naturally throws out of the 
account the possibility that his own conduct and behaviour should ever have given 
cause of offence, or that any opposition to his suggestions and propositions 
should have proceeded from his Penclinno% conceiving them objectionable on 
public grounds. If the Vizier ceased to exhibit marks of personal confidence 
towards Major Baillie, it is because Hukeem Mehdee and his coadjutors had suc- 
ceeded in exciting in his Excellency’s breast suspicions with regard to Major 
Baillie’s motives. Ifa measure recommended by him was opposed by his Excel- 
lency, though even one so speculative and so open to a differenceof opinion as the 
change of a system of Government, it 1s held impossible the opposition should 
have originated in the Vizier’s having really entertained contrary sentiments, or 
in his not being convinced by the arguments adduced. ‘The whole is traced to 
some one’s having poisoned his Excellency’s mind, and made him suspect the 
object of the measure to be different from what was represented. There is, 
indeed, apparent in the whole of Major Baillie’s reasoning, an obliquity of 
mind which makes him overlook the most natural mode of accounting for every 
thing in search of a hidden cause, frequently grounded on nothing but the most 
vague and inconclusive surmise. Where it is possible to assign a perverse 
motive, a justifiable one, though much more obvious, is passed over as wholly 


inapplicable. 


11. This disposition has led him into many inconsistencies, which, in order 
to my placing before the Council my own view of the events he relates, it will 
be necessary to expose in part. 


1%, Great parade is made by Major Baillie of his perfect acquaintance with 
the language and forms of conversation and writing in use amongst the higher 
classes of natives. He would leave it to be inferred from this, that his manners 
were necessarily conciliatory ; and would have us suppose, that by means 0 
such personal advantages, he had succeeded in exciting in his Excellency’s 
breast an unusual degree of attachment towards himself. It may have been 
so; but the same colloquial and epistolary facility by which he supposes he may 
have been enabled to excite this attachment, might also have been the source 
offence. Every communication between Major Baillie and the late Vizier woul 
seem to have been direct, and generally to have been conducted in an interview 
from which others were excluded ; each conference must therefore have made its 
own impression. The reliance of Major Baillie on his correct possession of a 


polished idiom was likely to betray him beyond the exact line of sg 
u ’ 
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usage, and it is ridiculous to trace to any subsequent suggestions of other feelings 
of his Excellency’s mind, which so much more probably resulted from the manner 
or matter of these direct communications. Indeed, from the nature of the late 
Vizier’s character, there is reason to believe that in the conduct of business, and 
especially of affairs having relation to his connection with the British Government, 
he acted almost entirely upon his own judgment, and lent his confidence to no 
one so implicitly, as the supposition that the disagreement with the Resident 
arose from the under-hand influence of his advisers would imply. Unless, 
therefore, some very satisfactory reasons should be adduced, I confess I should 
not readily entertain the supposition of such secret influence, or abandon 
the suspicion I formed, even before leaving the Presidency, with respect 
to the cause of these differences, viz. that there must have been in the commu- 
nications of Major Bailliesomething of style or matter to have given grounds 
for his Excellency’s personal dislike. 


18. Let us, however, examine the nature of the arguments adduced in sup- 
port of Major Baillie’s assertion, that the late Vizier’s disagreement with him 
originated in intrigue. The piincipal one is, the high degree of confidence, 
he alleges he experienced from his Excellency, prior to the introduction to his 
councils of those whom he suspects to have undermined it. Jf this were the 
case, it would undoubtedly be a very strong circumstance. I have been 
induced to look back a little into the proceedings of the time, in order to sce 
if the assertion be borne out by them. I confess I am not satisfied upon this 
point. 


14. I have not found that Major Baillie’s influence was paramount with his 
Excellency before the introduction to his councils of Hukeem Mehdee Alee 
Khan, the supposed author and head of the intrigue, any more than subse- 
quently to that event. This person is admitted to have had no influence before 
the latter end of 1810; but long before that period, indeed even from so earl 
a date as 1808, many questions had arisen between the Resident and his Excel- 
lency, in which, notwithstanding the frequent exertion of the most earnest 
solicitation, the acquiescence of the latter could never be obtained. The claims 
preferred by Major Baillie in behalf of his own Moonshee were of this descrip- 
tion; so also were those in behalf of Hoosein Alee Khan and some of his 
Excellency’s defaulting Aumils. Indeed, many similar cases of disregard to 
the Resident’s entreaties might be adduced, which occurred long before 
Hukeem Mehdee was called to the Presence. 


15. I do not wish, however, to go beyond the question of reform, to which, 
in his letter of the 28th of April, Major Baillie appears studiously to have 
confined his remarks; as if desirous to show that his efforts in favour of this 
measure had been the sole cause of his Excellency’s froward opposition, 
because it was the one most immediately of a public nature, and in which 
Government had the dearest interest. 


16. It would appear, that the specific plan of reform respecting which there was 
so much altercation, was proposed to his Excellency at the beginning of 1810. 
Very long and warm discussions took placc even at that time, although Hukeem 
Mehdee did not obtain influence till some time atter.* Indeed, at the period 
of those discussions he would appear to have been in high favour with the 
Resident ; insomuch that, besides having recently obtained, by his recommen- 
dation, an important revenue situation, he was specially recommended for 
further promotion ; nay, even in the course of the discussions in question, his 
exemplary conduct was quoted as an argument in favour of the Resident's 
having a voice in future appointments. If, therefore, the discussions on his 
Excellency’s part were then conducted in the same spirit as those from which 
the personal enmity and perversely hostile disposition are inferred; if his 
Excellency shewed himself’ impressed with the same sentiments at that time as 
are said to have occasioned his subsequent breach with the Resident, Hukeem 
Mehdee, or any intrigues he could have formed, may fairly be acquitted of 

‘having 
* Far, £9 Resident's Letter, 8th April 1810. 
110 
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_ Noolongent sin having inspired his Excellency with such propensities, this persori’s imputed 
Bengal , Political jaflbence “tae acknowledged to have commenced subsequently. i 


90 Ma. 1816, 


CAPTORS 


17. I have referred with particular care to the former proceedings," in which 

Minute of the Resident’s.report of what passed on that occasion is recarded, in order to 
Goverpor-General, gatisfy myself :on this point. 

S Feb. 1816. 

18. In Major Baillie’s letter of the @8th of April last, the Vizier’s invin- 
cible opposition to the plan of reform, and his personal animosity against him- 
self, are attributed to a suspicion Hukeem Mehdee Khan is eaid to have instilled 
mto his Excellency’s mind, that Major Baillie was seeking personal objects 
in urging the immediate introduction of the reform, and was endeavouring by 
its means to establish his own nega in the affuirs of Oude, and to increase 
his own patronage and reputation. ‘The question therefore is, whether in the 
discussions prior to the establishment of Hukeem Mehdee’s influence, did his 
Excellency shew that he entertained a similar suspicion; for if there be 
reason to suppose he did, such an instance can be in no way attributable to this 
man’s influence, but must have been the offspring of his Excellency’s own 
mind, resulting from the impressions left by the manner or nature of the Resi- 
dent’s own communications. 


19. In order to determine this, let us look to the ground on which his Excel- 
lency then opposed what was suggested. The scheme of reform enjoined to 
his Excellency in a letter direct ftom the Governor-General was shortly this: 
Instead of farming districts to Aumils, as had been the practice heretofore, it 
was recommended to his Excellency to appoint officers of Government to ascer- 
tain the actual assets and resources of the country, and to conclude mofussil 
settlements on the part of Government directly with the Zemindars. The 
salaries of the officers were to be placed on a scale proportionate with their 
responsibility. This was all our Government recommended for the detail. His 
Excellency was referred to the Resident. ‘The Vizier objected gencrally to 
the plan, that he knew of no satisfactory mode of' ascertaining the assets of 
every estate in his territories; nor was there any class of men whom he could 
trust with the responsibility of making mofussil settlements, for that he was 
without the means of ascertaining precisely the characters and qualities of men. 
At all events, his Excellency urged, the new system could not be commeneed 
upon until the periods of his existing engagements with the farmers might 
expire. 


20. The Resident undertook to rebut these objections, stating that the 
mofussil assets were to be ascertained by a sufficient number of officers esta- 
blished so as to check one another. For this purpose he recommended Ameens 
for Zillahs with Tuhseeldars under them for portions of territory yielding a lac 
of rupees. With respect to the want of persons to fill such offices, he said he 
was ready to furnish them. ‘* Many able and upright men are to be found, 
‘and I will cheerfully take it upon myself to procure as many as may be 


“ necessary.” 


21. The Resident remonstrated against delaying the introduction of the 
reform until the existing engagements might expire, in the following words: 
* Having originally remonstrated against these engagements with the farmers, 
‘¢ having repeatedly and earnestly represented to your Excellency the ruinous 
* consequences they would produce, and the failure of my representations 
“ having occasioned the Governor-General’s remonstrance on the subject, it fol- 
* lows, that your Excellency’s ignment of these muhials, under the engage- 
*‘ ments now referred to, was in direct opposition to my advice and to the 
** counsels of the British Government; atid consequently, that your Excel- 
*¢ lency’s zdherence to those engagemetits, or refusal to comply with my sug- 
‘** gestions of refurm on the groutids of them, would imply, which God forbid, 
‘‘ a departure from your engagements with our Government. I leave it to 

* your 


* Proceedings, Sd May 1810. 
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« your Hxeellency to judge which of the two considerations is most 
«* important.”* 


22, To such a supersession of his existing engagements, as well as to allow- 
ing the Resident to have a voice in the appointment of his Ameens (a privi- 
lege which he-distinetly claimed), the Vizier, as may well be surmised objected 
strongly; and notwithstanding that Major Baillie, in order to subdue the -repug- 
nance testified by*the Vizier, proceeded to the adoption of a tone of remon- 
strance bordering on absolute rudeness, still his Excellency’s acquiesoence 
was not to be obtained. Both these points were therefore made the subject of 
a reference to the Supreme Government. The Resident writing to his Excel- 
Jency : ‘* With reference to the selection and appointment of Ameens with my 
«* previous knowledge and concurrence, as your Excellency has been pleased to 
«¢ resist my ‘earnest and repeated suggestions of the propriety and eminent 
“ advantages of' this truly salutary measure, it only remains for me to suggest, 
<¢ that your Excellency will detail the grounds of your dissent to this important 
‘* proposition, in the answer to the Governor-General’s letter or in a letter to 
* myself.” 


23. Here we see a direct struggle on the part of the Resident for a share of 
the patronage. We see his Excellency resisting it, obviously because he consi- 
dered it in that light. Indeed, his argument was, that the allowing a voice to 
the Resilent would tend to the ruin of his own authority and character in the 
eyes of his subjects, while officers not exclusively indebted to himself for their 
appointments would not exclusively obey or look up to himself. It must be evi- 
dent from the Vizier’s assuming such a ground of argument, that he then enter- 
tained suspicions that it was Major Baillie’s wish to interfere with his authority, 
and establish a more direct influence in the administration of the affairs of Oude 
‘than lad yet been effected by any British representative at his Court. The 
opinion that it was a personal object of Major Baillie’s, must necessarily have 
been confirmed by the result of the reference to our Government of the two sub- 
jects of difference above noticed. Such a conclusion must have been the natural 
result of his Excellency’. observing, that on neither point did Major Baillie meet 
the support of the Government he represented. 


24. On the above grounds I think it may very safely be assumed, that his 
Excellency’s suspicion of the interested nature of Major Baillie’s views, in press- 
ing upon him with such eagerness the immediate introduction of the plan of 
reform, was antececent to the establishment of Hukeem Mehdee’s influence, and 
consequently not attributable to any intrigues he could have set on foot. A 
refcrence to the same proceedings which have afforded the grounds of this con- 
clusion will exhibit, even in the Resident’s own report of the nature of his com- 
munications, much which is calculated to excite offence ; and further, will afford 
good reason to believe that his Excellency the late Vizier was, even at that 
period, not free from the unfavourable impression. I cannot, therefore, but con- 
sider the causes to which Major Baillie has, in his letter of the @8th of April, 
endeavoured to trace his disagreement with the Vizier, to be in direct contradic- 
tion to what the past proceedings exhibit, consequently destitute of any satisfac- 
tury presumption. The more full consideration of the question whieh has now 
been fturced upon me by the nature of the assertions advanced in the narrative in 

question, 


* The Vizier returned the paper fram which this is an extract, with an earnest request that the 
imputation here conveyed, of a breach of engagements with our Government, nught be with- 
drawn. It was sent back with this word ‘“ and" changed into “ or in other words.” After 
the Viaier lad replied to the paper a conference followed, the opening of which is thus reported : 
“ IT commenced the discussions of his replies to my observations with an expression of my sincere 
* regret for having consented, at his earnest request, to withdraw the imputation of 9 breach of 
« engagements conveyed on most obvieus grounds.” (These surely were not the conciliatory 
manners which produced the personal attachment to Major Baillie.) 


+ Ina note delivered in the course of these discussions, Majer Baillie writes: ‘* Be pleased 
* to inform me of the names and characters, as far as known to you, of the persons thue to be 
employed (as Ameens) in offices of so high importance, that [ also may endeavour to investigate 
‘* their character, and submit my opinion fur your consideration, after which ict tham be ordered 
** to their districts, under written instructions for their guidance, a draft of which I shall have 
* the honour of subiflitting for your approval.” 
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uestion, has only confirmed me in the opinion I original and have all along , 
, ara wis. that his Excellency’s animosity against Major Baillie was. ature , 
butable entirely to the latter's manners and conduct, and was the sponteneqys 

impulse uf his Excellency’s own mind. 


25. I have conceived it of importance to dwell so long upon this pdirt, 
’ because the existence of this intrigue of Hukeem Meh¢ee js the keystone of 
Major Baillie’s exposition. The late Vizier’s orivinal disagreement is not the ont 
effect which is traced to it. The rupture subsequent to the reconciliation j, 
attributed chiefly to the same cause ; 80 also is the disposition his Excellenc 
the present Vizier testified to complain that his situation was attended with cir- 
cumstances of humiliation heaped upon him by Major Baillie. 


26, The truth probably is, that Hlukeem Mehdee Alee Khan had the Sagacity 
to see that the distaste of the late Nawaub Vizier to Major Baillie was vehement 
and unalterable; that he thence calculated his chances, under the patronage of 
the Resident, to be unpromising; that he consequently ceserted Major Baillie to 
connect himself with the Vizier; and that he endeavoured to expiate his former 
attachments, as well as to ingratiate himself with the Nawaub Vizier, by echoing 
his Excellency’s complaints and whetting his jealousies, in which sense I believe 
him to have been mischievous. It will be easily conceived, that Major Baillie 
would be inveterate against an individual who had so changed sides, and would 
soon urge the man into active virulence. 


6 


27. Nothing further need be said respecting the original disagreement. As 
far, also, as the rapture subsequent to the reconciliation was only a revival in 
his Excellency’s mind of the same sentiments he had before entertained, it pal- 
pably must be attributable to the same causes, and his Excellency may fairly be 
acquitted of having received the impression from the private whisperings of 
malicious counsellers. This rupture, however, dates its commencement from the 
period of my arrival in the country; and there are other circumstances repre- 
sented to have contributed to produce it, in which I am myself more personally 
concerned. The first to be noticed is, his Excellency’s having speculated on the 
probability of a change of measures in consequence of a change in the head of 
the Government. 


28, There is a peculiar inconsistency in the mode in which this circumstance 
is adduced. On the occasion of reconciliation, his Excellency ts represented to 
have been brought to consent to a trial of the reform suggested. He receded 
from the concession because he hoped I should not press it, conceiving it preba- 
bable that I might have different views with respect to Oude from those of my 
predecessors in the Supreme Government. This, I presume, is what Major Baillie 
would say. 


29. My appuintment to succeed the Earl of Minto was notified to the Nawaub 
Vizier in a letter dated the 2d July: the reconciliation took place on the 2d of 
October. By that trme my coming was universally known, as my approach was 
notified from the Isle of France and I was daily expected. Indeed, my bein 
actually at Madras could not well have failed to be then public at Lucknow. i 
arrived on the 4th of the month. There was thus ample time for every enquiry 
to have been made, and for speculations to have been conceived and brought to a 
maturity of influence on the mind, long before the day of reconciliation. The 
late Vizier is said to have been remarkably prone to entertain such speculations. 
They are said to have had weight enough to have produced a retractation of what 
had been unwillingly conceded on his part; but they do not appear to have had 
sufficient weight to prevent the concessions being made. How is it they were 
not then entertained? For three successive years his Excellency had resisted 
the utmost earnestness of solicitation and remonstrance, not only from the 
Resident but even from the Governor-General direct, and had obstinately refused 
to adopt the measure recommended. Had his Excellency calculated that the 
solicitation and remonstrances would cease with the authority of the Goyernor- 
General under whom the measure had originated, it is not prébable that he woulil 
havé made choice of the very eve of the arrival of a new Governor-General, 
and of the expected accomplishment of his hopes to relax in his opposition and 

to 


OUDE'PAPERS, 979° 


to niake unwitling concessions. On the contrary, if his Excellency entertained 
such speculations as are ascribed to him, they must have affurded encouragement 
to continue the resistance, at least until he could ascertain whether the hopes of 
change were well-founded or not.* I myself, however, can see no reason to 
suppose speculations were entertained at all, or had any influence on his Excel- 
lency’s conduct. A reference to the Resicent’s report of the conference which 
ended in the reconciliation, will sufficiently shew in what manner it was bftought 
about. The concessions were on the part of the Resident, who lowered his tone, 
and explained away the obnoxious features of his former propositions, which 
were all that had occasioned the resistance. The subsequent rupture was obviously 
the consequence of the revival, on his part, of pretensions similar to those he 
before abandoned. The Vizier was consistent in his opposition to every thing he 
thought calculated to lower his dignity, lessen his authority, or affect his cha- 
racter in the eyes of his subjects. 


30. There is, however, another cause assigned in the letter of the 28th April 
for the renewed opposition of the late Vizier, and deduced from a series of infer- 
ences and circumstances, in some of which Major Baillie endeavours to implicate 
me, in a manner which it behoves me to repel with peculiar distinctness. Captain 
McLeod is represented as having become a party to Hukeem Mehdec's intrigues, 
and as having come down to the Presidency shortly after my arrival in the 
country, with the view of forwarding their object. A separate native branch of 
the same intrigue is further represented as being at work in Calcutta, and it is 
said to have been in consequence of assurances of my views conveyed to the late 
Vizier directly from myself, through such channels, that his Excellency was 
encouraged to renew his opposition to Major Baillie’s suggestion, from a con- 
viction that he would eventually meet support from the Supreme Authority. 


3}. I shall first remark the singular inconsistency of the whole of this as- 
sumption before I proceed to expose the distortion of fact, and the false reasoning 
from which it is deduced. 


32. The rupture took place almost immediately after my arrival in the country. 
These intrigues could scarcely have been in being at its commencement, much 
less could they have arrived at a maturity sufficient to have been the cause of 
it. It is evidently absurd to attribute the renewed disagreement to the effects 
of their success, in ascertaining my real sentiments on a subject completely 
novel to me, and not to be comprehended without the perusal of voluminous 
documents wholly out of the compass of my time, while I was to put myself in 
possession of so many more urgent informations; and it is still more extravagant 
to suppose the machinations so advanced, as that they had succeeded in procuring 
a communication or assurance of those sentiments to his Excellency. My first 
act of interference with respect to Oude was, as I said before, on the occasion of 
a representation on the subject of this very rupture after its occurrence. The 
Council will recollect the spirit in which the letter and orders I then myself 
drafted were conceived. Those, at least, were not calculated to offer any encou- 
ragement to opposition on the part of his Excellency, for the special object of 
my letter was to overcome and bear down by my personal weight the repugnance 
which had been testified, as will appear from the very natural and convincing 
explanation of the Nawaub Vizier in answer to that letter. The fresh dissensions 
arose from Major Baillie’s insisting upon a construction of the agreement different 
from the understanding in which his Excellency had contracted it, the former 
maintaining that the Nawaub Vizier was pledged to introduce the new system 
through every part of his dominions at once, the latter asserting that he had. 
only engaged to extend it gradually. Major Baillie’s inference, however, is, that 


this demur was resorted to because his Excellency was receiving, through other - 


channels, encouraging assurances of my having no wish to carry the measure. 
In other words, that [ 
publicly enforcing with the whole weight of my authority, a species of duplicity 
which would have been, in my situation, no less childishly unnecessary, than it 
would have been despicable. , 

$3. If, 
* Vide Letter, 2d October, page 540, 
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myself was secretly fostering opposition to what I waa. « 
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93: Lf, however, this subject be viewed dispassionately, the natural conchision 
is, that the intrigues, if they had existence, owed their origin to the Nawanb 
Vizier’s preconceived jealousy of Major Baillie’s grasping disposition, and his 
Excellency’s natural wish to ascertain if what he objected to was a persangl 
object of Major Baillie’s own, or one in the eagerness to carry which his Go. 


ra, vernment participated. There must have been a previous dissatisfaction in his 


Excellency’s mind before he could have countenanced the intrigues; for the 
intrizues themselves, though they might have been the effect, could not hawe 
been the cause of this discontent. 


34. Let us, however, examine the circumstances from which Major Baillie 
draws the inference, that an assurance of my disposition to abandon the reform 
must have been communicated to his Excellency through one of two channels; 
either through Major McLeod, or through the native agent of Hukeem Mehdee. 


35. Captain McLeod left Lucknow for the purpose of bringing his children to 
the Presidency, very soon, indeed almost immediately, after the reconciliation of 
the 2d of October. He arrived at the Presidency early in November. The late 
Vizier had availed himself of this occasion (perhaps from an idea that Captain 
McLeod possessed an introduction and consequently the means of conversation 
with myself) to open his mind a little with respect to his situation with Major 
Baillie, and to request Captain McLeod to make known his distresses to me, 
and to endeavour to ascertain what were the real objects of the British Govern- 
ment, which he had reason to suspect did not go so far as Major Baillie was 
pushing them in his communications. Captain McLeod, influenced, as I firmly 
believe, by the mere impression that the kindness and attention he had uniformly 
experienced from his Excellency 1equired of him not to disoblige him by the 
refusal of such a request, undertook gencrally to endeavour to ascertain my senti- 
ments if any opportunity should offer. 


36. Such was the nature of what Major Baillic calls the deputation of Cap- 
tain McLeod. He endcavours to prove, that the conversation with which it 
commenced must have occurred before the reconciliation ; because lie wishes to 
represent this as complete, and presumes that as Hukeem Mehdee was banished 
the Presence on its occurrence, his Excellency could not have had an induce. 
ment to pursue such a course, when not instigated by his counsels. The 
inference, however, is entirely without grounds, and is contradicted by the fact 
of Captain McLeod’s having been present at the reconciltation, whereas the con- 
versation occurred as he was taking his final leave, which it can only be presumed 
was the last occasion of his seeing his Excellency. Its berng subsequent, in 
this manner, is only a further proof, that his Excellency’s suspicions of the Resi- 
dent were not entirely removed by the reconciliation, and that they were the 
feelings of his own mind, and not dictated by any advisers. 


37. There is another inference drawn by Major Baillie, in this part of his 
narrative, from equally insufficient grounds, and which 1s equally at variance 
with the time and circumstances of the conversation alluded to. It is assumed 
that Captain McLeod was a party to the intrigues which Hukeem Mehdee was 
then said to be carrying on, and that he was a coadjutor and emissary of the 
Hukeem’s while at Calcutta. 1 sincerely believe the inference to be without a 
particle of foundation, and cannot discover, even in the circumstances adduced 
by Major Baillie, the slightest reason to entertain most distantly a conception so 
injurious to that officer's character. We must dismiss it as one of those vague 
and unjustifiable imputations abounding in the narrative in question, but from 
which we can only extract cause to lament the strange proneness of Major 
Baillie to miserable suspicions. 


38. But to proceed. The following arc the grounds for Major Baillie’s 
inference : that his Excellency’s renewed opposition must have been accasioned 
by some communication from Captain McLeod, conveying an assurance of bis 
Excellency’s being eventually supported by myself. Considering the important 
nature of the deputation, Major Baillie argues, it is impossible to suppose that 
no communication took place. Now Captain Melod reached Calcutta early in 


November, Hukeem Mehdee was recalled about the end of the month, and we 
renew 
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renewed opposition began to shew itself about the 13th December, between 
which period and the date of Captain McLeod’s arrival there was abundance of 
time for such a communication to have taken place. This is really the only 
argument in favour of the inference I can discover in the whole narrative. On 
thes frivolous ground, which resolves itself into Major Baillie’s gratuitous idea of 
the importance of the mission, has this individual ventured to assume that there 
was a communication, and to accuse Captain McLeod of dissimulation, in syp- 
paessing the mention of it from the narrative of the same transactions he presented 
to me at Lucknow. 


39. Still it might be asserted, that though not through Captain McLeod, the 
communication of my sentiments may have been conveyed through other chan- 
nels, so as to produce the same effect. I never myself heard any mention of 
Hukeem Mehdee’s native emissary, and consider the idle stories of Major Baillie’s 
news-writers much too ridiculous to deserve notice. The most conclusive evi- 
dence of the impossibility of there having been any communication of the nature 
imagined, which could have instigated his Excellency to renew the opposition he 
began to shew about the middle of December, is the certainty that I at that 
moment entertained and proclaimed sentiments exactly contrary to those attri- 
buted to me. It was on the 7th of January that I drafted, with my own hand, 
a letter direct to his Excellency,* dictated in as high a spirit of confidence towards 
the Resident, and with as stroug a wish to enforce the reform, as it was possible 
for a person in my situation to exhibit. How, then, could the contrary have 
been conveyed to his Excellency in December, with an assurance of its being my 
ascertained opinion on the subject? The whole idea of this communication 
may be dismissed as having been an indecent indulgence of fancy on tke part of 
Major Baillie. 


40. There is one circumstance ielative to this period, on which it is necessary 
for me to make a remark ; though I profess that I do so with reluctance, as let 
me be ever so measured in terms, the exposition must bear harder on Major 
Baillie than I could wish. T mentioned cursorily to Major Baillie at Cawnpore, 
that [had received one let.er from the Nawaub Vizier through a private channel 
without its having been previously communicated tohim. When I told him the 
circumstance, I am positive I did so in such a manner that he could not mis- 
apprehend the individual, if I dic not actually state the person. ‘The letter was 
one fram the late Vizier, which Lady Hood transmitted to me. Though it was 
Stated to be only a complimentary profession of the satisfaction which the Vizier 
had experienced in an opportunity of showing attention to a lady for whom he 
thought me interested, I nevertheless remonstrated with Lady Hood, by letter, 
for having forwarded even sucha paper in breach of the régulation, which 
requires all communications from foreign Princes to go through the Residents at 
the respective Courts. 


41. The circumstance was mentioned by me to Major Baillie, that he might be 
canfident no indirect, correspondence would ever be allowed by me ; and he wag 
at the same time pointedly informed of the insignificant purport of the letter in 
question. 

42. To this letter, so explained to him, Major Baillie endeavours to attach an 
air of deep importance. He is gracious enough to say, that ‘‘although Lond 
“ Moira did me the honour to mention at Cawnpore that his Lordship had 
“ received and answered one letter from the Vizier conveyed through an irregu- 
“ Jar channel, and unknown to me at the time, yet it is quite incredible that the 
“ abolition (as the Vizier terms it) or the abandonment of the objects of reform 
“on the part of the British Government should have formed the subject of a 
“ direct communication from the Governor-General to the Vizier.” The qua- 
lity of that attempt at suggesting a suspicion that the communication was poli- 
tical, when he (Major Baillic) knew its reat purport, shall not be more minutely 
observed upon by me. All comment is superfluous. 


43, Relatively to this circumstance, I misled Major Baillic in one respect. 
In telling him that I had received a letter from Spadut Alec I necessarily gave 
him to.conelude that the letter was addressed to myself; and I really believed it 

been ao, till a reperusal of a letter from Lady Haat on the subject has 


undeceived 
* See page 579. 
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undeceived me, It was a letter from the Nawaub Vizier ta her Ladyship. She 
understood that it referred to me; and not having immediate means of. gettin 
it translated, she forwarded it to me, with an explanation of her reason for 
doing so. I sent it back to her, not only untranslated, but so completely unex. 
amined as that I had not even looked at the superscription, and thence remained 
impressed with the notion of its having been meant for me. It will, of course, 
appear that Major Baillie is in error, when he conceives I told him I had 
answered the Vizier’s letter, as it would be difficult to answer a letter the coy. 
tents of which were totally unknown. There was in this no intentional or 
conscious inaccuracy on the part of Major Baillie. It was natural for him to 
Imagine that I must have answered a letter received from the Nawaub Vizier ; 
but his persuasion of my having told him I had done s0, proves how easily his 
mind converted loose suppositions into fixed belief. 


44, Great stress is affectedly laid by Major Baillie upon the late Viczier’s 
having told Captain McLeod, on his return, that I had abandoned the enforcing 
u most obnoxious measure, alluding to the question of reform, and upon the 
expressions in the paper delivered to me by the present Vizier, implying that the 
reform had been suspended by his Excellency’s father in consequence of a letter 
from myself. These two circumstances are adduced as strong corroborations of 
the inference, that there must have been a communication, if not a letter from 
myself, conveying such assurances to the late Vizier. Both, however, obviously 
alluded to the public letter I adcdressed to the late Vizier on the 25th of March, 
which went through the Resident himself. 


45. As irrefragable proof that the Nawaub Vizier had not before conceived 
me to have abandoned the plan of reform, let his answer to my former letter be 
examined. What is its purport? An anxious vindication of himself against 
the charge of having flown off from his engagement. He says that, so far from 
having resisted the wishes of the Government, he has actually made progress in 
carrying the reform into execution, and he quotes the steps taken by him. He 
avers that he never did engage to carry it into effect through the whole of his 
dominions at once, because the attempt would have produced ruinous confusion. 
The explanation was to me quite satisfactory : and Major Baillie sinks the tenor 
of this letter, which passed through his hands! 


46. The conciliatory tone of this letter may have contributed, as was intended, 
to inspire his Excellency with a confidence that 1 would not insist upon any 
requisitions involving humiliation to himself; and from this, probably, he 
deduced his opinion of the course of policy I had adopted towards him. The 
Resident's having also refrained frum further pressing him upon the subject of 
the reform, which his Excellency must of course have presumed was under 
orders fiom Government, formed another circumstance in support of his notion 
that I had abandoned the measure in question. Now what was it that the 
Nawaub Vizier understood me to have abandoned? A reform in his financial 
administration? Not so; for the condition on which the system obnoxious to 
him had been suspended was, declaredly, that a reform in some other shape, 
which would be practically effectual, should be adopted. His joy was a rational 
one, that I had consented not to urge a particular plan, the fitness of which with 
regard to his dominion I had begun seriously to doubt, and which I have since 
been satisfied was injudicious: a plan calculated to lower him in the eyes of his 
subjects, by forcing into = a number of individuals marshalled against his 
authority. More of this hereafter. 


47. The grounds on which I adopted this line of conduct have been above 
explained, and are fully known to the Board ; so that it is unnecessary to reca- 
— them in this piace. But, for the further satisfaction of the Council, I 
vere declare, that except the public letter in question, which was addressed to his 
Excellency and sent through the Resident, and which closed the disagreement, 
instcad of being the occasion of it, I never, whether by verbal or writtea com- 
munication, conveyed to the late Vizier the slightest assurance of my sentiments 
on the question of reform through any secret channel whatever, either European 


or native. With Captain McLeod I never discoursed upon the. subject, _* 
ca 
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caty recoflect’s'#or indeed with any gentleman whatever, not officially in my 
coidtinee. | 


48. Let us, however, pursue the course of the late Resident’s narrative inte 
the events which occuried when I was myself at Lucknow. 


«d@. My orders of the 25th of March to the.Resident, together with theletter 
above allitded to, though it left the subjects of difference unadjusted, put a stap 
for the time to those discreditable altercations and disputes which had forseiong 
beerr carried on, until they had excited ultimately a degree of personal animosity 
on both sides. I intended things should have remained in that state until my 
meeting with his Excellency, when I proposed to enquire into and finally adjust 
them. © ‘The sudden demise of Saadut Alee Khan before I could reael Cawn- 
pore, and the accession of his son, who was reported ‘to be actuated by very 
different principles of conduct, cut short my intentions with respect to Major 
Baillie, ‘Within a month aftér his accession, the present Vizier was reported by 
Major Baillie to have conceded every point which had been at issue between his 
fithet and the Resident ; and it was so i apeantastin: that I could only believe it 
wa Ris capaci vas voluntary act, through conviction of the propriety of what 

d een proposed to him, and of the futility of the grounds on which it had 
Beet ‘resis d by his father. At the same time, the confidence he seemed to be 
giving to Major Baillie was said to be the result of pure attachment to him 
perso lly. 

50. On the first receipt of the report of these circumstances, though I saw 
in his Excellency’s relative situation towards Major Baillie much calculated to 
ieprees the former with a highsense of obligation, and though I had not the least 
deutt that the attachment existed in the manner, and to the height represented, 

ME, perceivedt in Major Baillie a disposition to overstrain influence 
uthep ositigaewe had thus assumed, Thence, at the same time that I con- 
iene ikeewailte the public expression of my gratification at his having so 

pity no Nevptehed objects on which Government had heretofore shewn itself 
ittterested, I further directed the Political Secretary to hint privately at some 
parts of his conduct which I thought indiscreet. I desired he might be 
warned particularly against obtruding, in matters not essential, an advice which, 
under the circumstances of the two Governments, could not but savour of 
dictation ; not that I suspected the Nawaub Vizier of being impatient under 
the counsel, of of imagining it to have other object than his welfare, but I 
dreaded lest it should seem to the world that we were making his Excellency 

ay a new price for that elevation, which the obligations of our good faith 
found us to secure to him, and lest he himself should at length feel us to be 
practising extortion upon his gratitude, through the multitude of acquiescences 
which we demanded in the guise of advice. 


51. The letter addressed to Major Baillie by Mr. Adam, at my desire, I take 
this op ao placing on record. It is, forseveral reasons of importance, 
desiiabie that the Council should be well acquainted with the sentiments I then 
entertained. I carried the same with meto Cawnpore, and us the circumstances 
Which had originatly shaken the entire confidence I was otherwise disposed to 
‘yield to Mss Baillie, had ceased to exist in cohsequenve of the demise of 
Satidut“Alee Khan, and the apparent attachment of his successor to the Resi- 

nt, my favoutabte disposition towards Major Baillie wasrenewed. Of course, 
¥ théugit no niore of inquiring how far he might have been justified, or other- 
wise, in the course of his altercations with thé late Vizier all that had been in 
my contemplation on this subject had lost its object on the decease of his Ex- 
alieney. and on the extinction of those dissensions which I had only been 
anxious to set to rest in a satisfactory manner. 


5%. This confidence in Major Baillie, and my favourable disposition towards 
him, “I took the occasion of the first conference with the Vizier to express. I 
Hf not, However, recapitulate all that passed between myself and his Excel- 

Tehey'at Cawhpore and Lucknow; as the whole is fully detailed in the: note I 
8 oti'the $Oth Uf November 1814) to which it will be’ sufffeiehttte refer 

the: oarit, ‘ The view I the took a of hdving'be’n committed 
ii Il to 
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to waiting while the impressions were atroug in my mind and the facts, fresh in 
my recollection. My sentiments upon the subject have not been changed by 
any thing which has now been urged; I shall, therefore, merely aptice 
slightly the most material points of variance in the exposition now given 
Major Baillie, and shall then hasten te the circumstances attending the jsene of 
the transactions in question, which I then but imperfectly understood. 


53. Major Baillie would lead us to the conclusion that his Excellency was 
driven against his will to express to ine a dissatisfaction he did not feel at certain 
circumstances of his situation with respect to the Resident, while, in fact, 
Refaut-ood-Dowlah had the warmest attachment to him. The springsof s¢ extra. 
ordingry a procedure are asserted to have been a continuance of ‘the intrigues 
of Hukeem Mehdee, with the participation in them of Captain McLeod and 
Mr. Clarke, to persuade his Excellency that I was myself desirous of firding 
ground for the removal of Major Baillie from his situation. Certaét parts of 
my conduct are also quoted, as having had a tendency to strengthen this 
notion in his Excellency, and to produce the declaration with which he at list 


came forward. 


54. As far as relates to Captain McLeod and Mr. Clarke, the issue between 
them and Major Baillie is, whether they pushed themselves into his Excellency’s 
confidence, and sought by active intrigue to instil into his mind sentiments he 
did not already possess, or whether his Excellency threw himself upon their 
confidence, and requested their assistance to forward his own views. 


55. It is totally unnecessary to go into the respective arguments. in support 
of these assertions. We have as evidence, onone side,* the candid acknow- 
jedgment of the individuals of all that they were themselves concerned iz, 
which they declare their readiness to confirm by oath, and this statement corres- 
ponds with collateral circumstances. On the other, there are only advanced 
vague surmises, from facts and circumstances sometimes obviously misrepre- 
sented, frequently totally irrelevant, seldom warranting any inference to thre 
prejudice of the gentlemen in question, and never capable of the full interpre- 
tation to which they have been strained. 


56. His Excellency the present Vizier is a man of too doubtful a character fos 
any one to be able to say whether the jealousy of the Resident’s encroaching dis- 
position was the offspring of his Excellency’s own mind or the suggestion of others. 
(bviously, however, it must have taken root there before he threw himself upon 
the English gentlemen io the manner represented. For my part, I have thought 
there was more timidity of disposition in him than deficiency of head, and I never 
deemed him so destitute of sense or so devoid of pride, as not to have felt irri- 
tation at finding himself in a continual state of subjection to the Resident and 
exhibited to his own subjects as in tutelage. Whether the sentiment originated 
with himself or was instilled into his mind is immaterial; it could not have been 
entertained, unless it had been warranted by some part of Major Baillie's con- 
duct. That this was the case I found early cause to believe. Indeed, surveying 
the subject at this distance of time, and with the lights 1 now possess, I think 
it may be safely assumed that even the influence by which Major Baillie was 
enabled to carry the several measures he proposed on his Excellency’s first acces- 
sion to the musnud, was an influence derived from practising on his Exceflency’s 
fears, not arising from fayour or from a sense of obligation, as 1 had at first ima- 

ined. If his Excelleney’s personal favour was with either party, it thst have 

ee with that of which Hukeem Mehdee was the head; for owing the 
Resident's hostility against this man, unless there was an invincible leaning 
towards him and his counsels, he would not have been saffered by is Excellency 
to approach the Presence while the parade of attachment to Baillie was 
in full display, and the consequent wish to oblige him was comipléte. $o Tittle 
weight did Major Baillie really possess, when it Was to be triéd tir the balance 
agamet that of Hukeem Meldee Alec, that be (Major Baillie) was fatced to 
solicit my personal representation te the Nawab Vizier on the isconvenience of 
permitting the Hukeem to remain at Lucknow. With reapect to what may’ ss 


* Sec Captain McLaod’s private note.to me. 
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been ‘the views of Hukeent Mehdee and-his party, add wlist the means by which Enclosures 
they rag have expected to accomplish their purposes, F cannot,.vf caurse, be Bengat P a 
possessed Of any inforination. Major Baillie, however, is fond of dwelHeg upon 3b — wa 
their fitigues about myself or with natives in my suite, his imiaginations ea which peta 
head { behteve té be totally without foutrdation. eae y Minute of 
57. It‘ig here necessary to remark a skilful laxity of expression, apparently crated 
coneeived by Major Baillie to be licit, in order to lead the suspicion of others'to 
a conclusion which he has reasons for not distinctly advancing, > 


Paragraph 22: “ Charges for secret services and presenta to English gentle-, 
“ men and ladies appeared in Hukeem Mehdce’s accounts submitted ta, the 
“ preagnt Vizier for adjustment iu my presence.” When officially iequirét’ to 
specify who the ladies and gentlemen were, lre answered that he understood Lady 
Hood to be the lady; but he could not recollect whether Major-General Gilles- 
pie, or dome other general, was the gentleman. From subsequent passages one 
cannot doubt but that he must have believed these items to have been a fiaudu- 
lent attemypt to account for money never disbursed: yet he leaves this indirect 
accusation to stick or not, as it may, on the dignified persons in question, because 
the ‘xistence of a supposition that bribes could be given was ueefal to his 
purpose. 


58. “ Taj-ood-Deen (a supposed emissary of Hukeem Mebdee’s) joined the 
‘“¢ suite af Lord Moira, and remained in attendance for some aonthe? The 
words ‘‘ suite” and “attendance” are here employed, to convey the notion that 
this man was pefmitted to accompany me and was in the habits of communi- 
cation ; whereas, bis attaching himself (probably to evade custom dues) to a fleet 
sO numerous as to afford little risk that the intrusion of a strange vessel should be 
pereéived; was unauthorized. Ilis person is to this instant absolutely unknown 
to me, and I do dot comprehend the possibility of his gaining a tittle of infor- 
mation on any subject beyond the rate of our progress. 


59. ‘* Gocul Chund Chobey, an ostensible agent of the Vizier’s, in occasional 
“ ettendance on the Governor-General,” My first acquaintance with this 
name was produced by Major Baillie’s letter of the 8th of September 1814, 
wherein the persot in question is reported to have quoted my sentiments with 
respect to the reform. On that letter’s being forwarded to nie by Mr. Adam, I 
addressed a confidential note to him, expressing my disbelief of the whole story. 
The impression made upon mé at the moment may be worth recordmg. The 
following is an extract from the note:— 


“Till I read the letter from Major Baillie transmitted by you, the existence 
“ of such a man as Gocul Chund was unknown to me. Little as I could 
‘‘ imagine that any officer in my military suite could have intercourse with a 
‘ person of that description, I still thought it necessary to question the gentle- 
“ men, whe all disavow their knowledge not only of him but of any other attend- 
‘* ant in the fleet not actually attached to the boats. Such of the civil service as 
‘‘ Tam in the habits of seeing frequently have similaily been questioned by me 
‘“ and make the same answer: but had the case been that any of these indivi- 
‘* duals had been intimate with Gocul Chund, no suspicion could have rested 
‘* on any one of them, because to no person whatever, now with the fleet, except 
* Mr. Ricketts and yourself, have I ever in the remotest manner mentioned the 
“ affairs of Oude. At Calcutta the Members of Council alone kaew my opinion. 
“ Tt is a subject which I should not have the most distant notion of discussing 
“In any other way than officially; the quotation, therefore, of my sentimentg 
“ imputed to Gocul Chund is sheer extravagance. My opinions on the head of 
“ reform are on, record in the letters addressed by me to the late Nawaub Vizier ; 
“ and they are sv explicitly stated, that the copies of those letters transmitted to 
"the Resident can leave nothing doubtful on the subject.” 


60; Again: ‘ Mr. Clarke was reported to be the medium of the transmitssiog of 

“ those. presents to Captain Gilbert, and also of a sword to Majox Davison; 
“ end this cireumstance struck mie in such a light, as to open my tyes int same 
“* degree on the conduct of Mr. Clarke.” Had not this observation been in- 
tended tp excite an unfounded ‘conception it never could have beex me by 
Major 
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service of the Nawaub Vizier and in constant attendance on his Excellency, ' 


the person the most natural of all others to be so employed. The evidence, of 
Captain Gilbert explains the presents to him. The mention of the sword to my 
Aide-de-camp, Major Davison, ] suppose is to furnish a presumption that it'was 
an attempt to purchase the influence with me against the Resident. Major 
Baillie was the person who informed me that seven trays of presents were pre- 
pared for each of my Aides-de-camp. On my saying that I should not allow 
them to be accepted, Major Baillie observed that the Nawaub Vizier would be 
wounded, if on the occasion of his recent accession to the musaud a compliment 
of that kind from him were wholly declined ; on which account he recommended 
that I would permit something to be taken. As it was my peculiar wish to con- 
ciliate the Nawaub Vizier, I agreed that each Aide-de-camp should accept a 
sword of the ordinary Lucknow fashion. The kind of sword is so well known, 
that I need hardly mention their being, though neat, of no intrinsic valbe. ‘It 
was so settled. Major Davison happening to be the Aide-de-camp sent to, meet 
the Nawaub Vizier, with the established compliment of my enquiries after his 
health on his Excellency’s arrival at bis camp on the other side of the river, the 
sword was then given to him singly; and this was a circumstance which Major 
Baillie represents as having opened his eyes! 


61, Further: “ His Lordship’s doubts of the veracity of his representative 
‘at the Court of Lucknow evinced by his deputation of Captain Gilbert.” 
To impress a belief of his * deputation” is a considerable object with Major 
Baillie. No colour of deputation from me existed. He uses the word again 
and again. It is impossible to speak of any man’s internal conviction, there- 
fore I can only say Major Baillie had peculiar reason to think his employment 
of the word incorrect. I refer to the public manner in which the Nawaub 
Vizier gave the invitation to Captain Gilbert, as that officer has confirmed on 
oath. The testimony utterly rebuts Major Baillie’s conclusions. With regard 
to the question of the Resident's veracity which I am accused of entertaining, 
I admit that the indulging a gratuitous suspicion derogatory to any one stand- 
ing in the light of a gentleman would have been unworthy. But here, again, 
Major Baillie wrests the nature of the fact, in order to saddle me with the 
having groundlessly regarded him as capable of advancing an untruth. My 
doubt was not as to the Vizier’s having authorized Major Baillie to request my 
assent to Mr. Wilson’s being his physician, but as to hig Excellency’s having 
done it at the moment when Major Baillie spoke to me. The intimation to 
Mr. Law that application would be made for my permission towards Mr. Wil- 
son’s being appointed physician was present enough to my mind; therefore I 
could not but be aware that Major Baillie had powers to make that entreaty : 
my doubt was, as to the entreaty’s being made to me in consequence of a fresh 
suggestion of his Excellency’s at that instant. An application originating with 
himself on that occasion must have dispelled all the hesitation which { had 
before felt on the subject. I did not catch any phrase of the Nawaub Vizier’s 
that connected itself with the appointment; and I was thence ate 0 
whether Major Baillie, grounding himself on the former authorization of, the 
Nawaub Vizier (represented as having been extorted from his Excellency had 
not taken that opportunity of urging a request which I had been apprized was 
to be made. Major Baillie’s appeal to the circumstance, that a hundred persqns 
aac must have been able to check him had he made the application without 

aving been then desired to do so by the Nawaub Vizier, is sad sophistiy. 
Who ever was in the company of a Native Prince, without having learned, that 
all conversation is carried on {n so Iow a tone, as that hone but t € persons on 
each side of him, and immedjately engaged in thé discourse, have a possibility 
of hearing what passed ? * 


62. In another place he talks of the intrigues “ encouraged by native iétis- 
‘« saries as formerly in the suite of the Governor-General.” ‘word “ suite” 
is here again pressed into the service, that it may ‘be infevyed'the individuals 
were somehow connectéd with me, or at least had some faciliti¢s of commuti- 


eation. There is no excuse open to Major Baillic on the store af misapprehen- 
sion 


Majer Baillie. If Mr. Clarke had any thing to do in the case, he, in the actyal 
as 


) 
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gion on-this head. He perfectly knew my situation at the period to-which this 
refers, He was aware that I had been constrained to wait at Futtygurh till 
the season of the hot winds should have passed, and that I bad no natives in 
my suite ; and that those on whom he bestows the description were persons in 
no shape attached to any department attendant on me, but merely petitioners 
who repaired thither, as was the case from all quarters, to have memorials on 
alleged grievances laid before the Governor-General. 


63. I have reserved for the last the exposure of an attempt which well 
deserves to hold that place in the climax: 


64. In paragraph 15, speaking of my expected arrival, Major Buillie says, 
‘© The friendship and intimacy of Lady Loudon with Captain McLeod's rela- 
* tions at home was frequently talked of at this time, and Captain McLeod 
* had obtained leave of absence from the Vizier to proceed to Calcutta with 
« his children.” He then, in paragraph 22, proceeds: thus the fact, so 
satisfactorily established, of the late Vizier having two agents, an European 
and a native, in Calcutta, the one supposed to be connected with Lady Loudon 
* and the other tutored by IIukeem Mehdee, combined with the previous 
* negotiations between Captain McLeod and the Llukcem, seems to me to 
‘ form proof the most convincing to the mind of every person conversant in 
‘¢ the slightest degree with the character of the natives of India, that the late 
«¢ Vizier’s retractation of his solemn and written assurances regarding the refoim 
‘¢ of his Government, and all his untoward pioceedings from the month of 
© December 1813 ttll his death, was connected with the deputation of Captain 
‘¢ McLeod, and with intrigues conducted by Hukeem Mehdee.” It is quite 
unnecessary for me to expatiate on the quality of that hazarded insinuation 
directed’ against Lady Loudon; the object of it, as will be clear to every body, 
is to have it inferred that Lady Loudon, prejudiced against Major Baillic by 
Captain McLeod, swayed me to extend to Captain McLeod and Hukeem 
Mchdee a countenance which Major Baillic deseribes thus: ‘the encourage. 
« ment, unintentional [ am persuaded, which their joint views must have 
*¢ received from an authority paramount to my own.” I fear the candour of 
Major Baillie in leaving the loophole of unconsciousness by which the Gover- 
nor-General may escape from the charge of turpitude in undermining his own 
representative, will not pass current, when he has assumed the existence of the 
encouragement in question on such indecent surmises. I thought it fitting to 
declare, upon my honour, to the Council, and I repeat the declaration with the 
same solemnity of asseveration, that I or Lady Loudon could iecollect but one 
conversation (if conversation it could be called) relative to Major Baillie, before 
the period when the present Vizier’s supposcd dissatisfaction was communicated 
to me at Cawnpore. Major Baillic had been earnestly recommended to me and 
to Lady Loudon in England by a relative very dear to us both shortly before her 
death, and we were thence solicitous to shew him attention. One day, after 
Jy an extraordinarily acrimonious despatcli of his respecting Saadut Alee, 

‘ niehtioned to Lady Loudon the regret I felt at perceiving such a spirit of 
rancour in Major Baillie’s statement. She met the observation with an cxpres- 
sion of concern; and nothing further passed relative to Major Baillie, either 
on that occasion or on any other, till we met him in the Upper Provinces. 
Major Baillié, I am aware, would contend that he had not made a charge on. 
any one of these subjects; and I would subscribe to his asseition. It was not 
his policy to make charges; he has only indulged himself in little disfigura- 
tions of circumstances. Petty distortions might have the ehance of being 
thought not worth the trouble of a comment, while the multiplicity and repeti- 
tion of them would mislead others into the false conclusions which it was an 
ebject to establish, but which it would have been unwise to bring forward in a 
shape that could be grasped. ‘There is undoubtedly much dexterity in this ; 
but it is a dexterity which Major Baillie’s cooler 1eflection would have con- 
demned. I ought to add the distinct assurance of Lady Loudon, that she 
never had the slightest conversation with Captain McLeod respecting Major 
Baillie during the former’s residence in Calcutta. 


11 R 65. I have 
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65. I have connected these instances, in order to show that the distortion of 
circumstances was systematic, and practised with the hope that, Ly means of 
such colouring, Major Baillie’s loss of influence might be accounted for in a man- 
ner less mortifying than should it appear to have been entailed through his own’ 
want of judgment. Hence arise his identification of himself with the interests of 
the State, lis lamentations over the injury sustained by the British Government. 
through the interruption of his plans, and his reference of these mischiefs to the 
uohappy prejudice against him instilled into me either by Captain McLeod, or 
by native agents who beset me on the river. With regard to the latter, it is dif- 
ficult to persuade oneself Major Baillie ever should have believed that any such 
persons could possibly have had the slightest influence on my counsels, directly 
or indirectly, or that they could have had access to information with respect to 
what was passing in my mind. 


66. I had no native near my person. From a caution, the entire value of 
which I did not till now appreciate, I had resolved that there should not be a 
channel for communications to me through any native ; therefore, though I was 
anxious to make progress in the Hindoostanee Janguage, I would not suffer my 
own Moonshee, under whom I was studying it, to attend me on the tour, and 
throughout the fleet there was not, within my knowledge, a single native who 
could have thought of addressing conversation to me. I believe there was not 
an individual in my suite at all connected with, or who gave his confidence to 
persons of the description alluded to by Major Baillie, in any such manner as to 
admit of their having been, even unconsciously, instrumental to such intrigues. 
On the same ground of prudence, I was careful to select an tdividual* to be 
entrusted with the charge of reading the petitions I might reccive, who needed 
the assistance of no Moonshee or other native, on purpose to prevent the possi- 
bility of mischief from such intervention. ‘The whole story of these intrigues 
may therefore be dismisscd, as having been the result of a suspicion altogether 
loose and groundless. 


67. Major Baillie next asserts, that there were some features of my conduct 
and behaviour towards himself, which had a tendency to strengthen in his Excel- 
lency the notion that I was anxious to discover some plausible excuse for removing 
him from the Residency at Lucknow. 


68. The first circumstance adduced is the want of a salute of artillery on his 
arrival at my quartcrs at Cawnpore and some delay in his introduction. When 
Major Baillie shows how far he could miscomprelend his position relative to me, 
he affords too ready an inference as to his not measuring his situation in regard 
to the Nawaub Vizier with all the accuracy which he ascribes to himself. I 
cannot but think that Major Baillie is the very first representative who ever 
expected to be received with distinguished military honours when he waited on 
his principal. The Resident at Delhi, or the Resident with Scindiah, never 
looked for so incongruous a compliment. None of the Generals on the Stail, 
none of the Political Agents to the Governor-General, ever received it, and to no 
representative of an independant Native Sovereign was it on any occasion paid, 
unless that representative happened to be the heir apparent. 


69. I am said, again, in the conference in which his Excellency made the 
tender of a crore of rupees in loan to the Company, to have conveyed a distinct 
invitation to his Excellency to conferences from which the Resident should be 
excluded. I confess I do not recollect this point: it may have been so; 
but certainly the manner, or the expression in which the proposed exclusion ot 
Major Baillie was hinted, must have been professedly silireseed to Major 
Baillie’s own delicacy, and have been couched in terms that rendered the mattcr 
equally incapable of unfavourable construction, or of wounding the feclings of 
Major Buillie who was present at the time. I trustno one could be more careful 
on this point than myself; and, at any rate, it appears to me singular that 1 
should take such a step, when I had not at the moment a suspicion that the 
Vizier could wish to say any thing to me unheard by Major Baillie. Indeeel, 
had the Vizier understood it to be my intention, that whenever his pe reelenc) 

requeste 


* Mr, Prinsep. See Minute dated the 20th May 1814. 
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requested a private audience the Resident should be excluded, the subsequent 
note of Mr. Clarke, intreating me to see the Vizier without Major Baillie’s being 
yresent, would have been unnecessary. It is admitted that had an invitation 

n conveyed by me this note would have been superftuous; yet from this 
Major Baillie can discern but one inference, which is, that the note was a fabri- 
cation of Mr. Clarke’s, unauthorized by his Excellency. ‘This is, however, an 
imputation to the prejudice of that gentleman, absolute.y refuted by his Excel- 
lency’s distinct avowal, when I put the question as to Mr. Clarke’s authority, in 
the presence of Messrs. Ricketts, Adam, and Swinton. 


70. I shall close my advertence to this part of the late Resident’s narrative, 
with endeavouring to explain shortly the degree in which my conduct may 
probably have influenced his Excellency to come forward with the declaration 
of his grievances and to have subsequently retracted it. 


71. I arrived at Cawnpore with a firm conviction in my mind that his Excel- 
lency entertained towards Major Baillie sentiments of warm attachment and 
implicit confidence. Indeed, my own doubts of the delicacy of some parts of 
Major Baillie’s conduct towards his Excellency’s father having become matter 
no longer to be acted upon, my confidence in Major Baillie was renewed, as I 
have before explained. I, of course, felt no hesitation in testifying to his Excel- 
lency my perfect reliance on Major Baillic, with a view to strengthen the attach- 
ment and mutual good understanding I conccived to exist between them. As 
soon, however, as the possibility of the non-existence of this harmony was hinted 
to me, I naturally felt anxious to ascertain the actual state of things as well as to 
learn his Excellency’s real sentiments s and i was, therefore, rather more guarded 
as to any studied display of what might have a tendency to deter his Excellency 
from unbosoming himself. At the same time, however, I was careful, even with 
nice observance, not to withhold from the Resident those public marks of trust and 
attention which his situation entitled him toexpect. I was thus in a position of 
some difficulty. I was solicitous to gain his Excellency’s confidence, even so far 
as in matters affecting lus relation with the British Resident; but I did not wish 
him to suppose that the Resident had lost mine, or that I harboured a desire to 
subvert him. 


72. Satisfied, as I am at this moment, as well from subsequent events as from 
reflection on what then occurred, that dissatisfaction towards Major Baillie was, 
from various causes, the genuine sentiment of his Excellency’s heart, my beha- 
viour clearly had a tendency rather to repress his avowal of this sentiment. The 
profession and the display of confidence towards the Resident which the 
Nawaub Vizier daily witnessed from me, must have much more than counter- 
balanced any floating imaginations which his mind could have received from any 
intrigues as to my dislike of that person. 


73. Major Baillie’s own account of what passed between his Excellency and 
myself on my hearing these complaints when they were at last brought forward, 
as well as of my behaviour towards himself immediately afterwards, when I called 
him to hand his Excellency to his carriage, furnishes sutlcient evidence of the 
uniform courtesy and consideration with which I was careful to treat him; and 
the statement will clearly prove, that instead of having met with encouragement 
from me, his Excellency laboured under the greatest apprehension lest he might 
have incurred my displeasure by uttering his complaints. 


74. With respect to the circumstances of my behaviour towards the English 
gentlemen at the Court of Oude, against which Major Baillie complains so 
strongly, I have already fully explained, in my note of the 30th November 1814, 
the light in which I regarded their conduct and the feelings which influenced 
mine towards them. In the ninety-third paragraph of his letter, Major Baillie 
professes to give the purport of a conversation which passed in an audience he 
had with me on the subject. If Major Baillie be convinced of his having nar- 
rated accurately what passed, it is a very remarkable instance how far the power 
of fancy is capable of confusing recollection. The tenor of an interview to which 
there were no witnesses, and in which the parties contradict one another so 
decidedly as I do Major Baillie, can only be judged by probability. When ae, 
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Baillie states that he teld me he could only consider Captain McLeod and 
Mr. Clarke as “ authorized spies Gpon him,” I have only to ask a moment's 
reflection on the likelihood of hie venturing to hold such language to me, who 
certainly (by his own shewing) did not indulge him in any intimacy of discourse. 
it is true, indeed, that he arraigned Captain McLeod and Mr. Clarke of gross 
impropriety, for their having given to me the information which I had demanded 
from them. He then remarks, that I “ evinced a disposition to vindicate those 
gentlemen.” The disposition was, in truth, evinced pretty unequivocally ; for I 
checked Major Baillie with great austerity, observing that #f I did not ascribe his 
proposition to the intemperate agitation of his mind, and thence regard it as an 
argument which he would not seriously maintain, I should feel it incumbent on 
me to remove him directly from his station. I explained, that it was the duty of 
every English gentleman to apprize the Governor-General of any incorrect con- 
duct in the Resident, who might otherwise continue in a course of behaviour 
deeply injurious to the State, without the Governor-General’s obtaining know- 
ledge of'so serious a mischief. The accuracy of Major Baillie’s memory with 
regard to other parts of the conversation, mav be judged by one point of his 
representations, to which there happens to be collateral evidence. He advances, 
that I expressed a desire to confront those two gentlemen with the Nawaub 
Vizier. Now those gentlemen cid make a formal claim upon my justice to be 
confronted with the Nawaub Vizier, asserting that they would produce three of 
his Excellency’s servants who would maintain on oath, to his face, his having 

atediy uttered before them the complaints which Captain McLeod. and 
Mr. Clarke had disclosed. My answer to each of the gentlemen was, that no 
consideration could justify me in subjecting an independent Sovereign to such 
humiliation = his word must be taken implicitly. Let it be judged what is the 
degree of probability in the statement, that F had expressed a desire to confront 
the Vizier with those centlemem 


75. I now proceed to consider the circumstances of Agha Meer’s clevation to 
the Ministry, the causes of his present disgrace,,and the question whether or not 
our interference on his account would be expedient. 


76. In my note of the 30th November 1814, I expressed it as my. firm convic- 
tion that the retractation of the complaints, whether well or ill-founded, against 
Major Baillie, had becn effected by an intrigue, the reward of success in which 
was Agha Meer’s nomination to the ncabut. The issue of the intrigue, and the 
means by which it had been effected, I conceived to be nothing to me. Attention 
had been paid to the testimonies of Captain McLeod and Mr. Clarke, only as 
they elucidated the Nawaub Vizier’s wishes; and when he thought fit to say that 
those representations did not convey his real sentiments, the question dropped. 
With regard to his Excellency’s nomination of a Minister, I was bound by my 
own declaration to leave his choice uninftuenced, unless in the case of his selecting 
some individus] of such known hostility to the British Government as would be 
likely to subvert the alliance. ‘There was, of course, no motive for my inter- 
vention. I had not, at the time, any clear conception of these strangely-per- 


plexed transactions. Major Baillie’s own account hus thrown considerable light 


on the subject; and, pal had I then possessed the clue which he has fur- 
nished in his report, he would not have been left in the situation of Resident at 


the Court of Oude. 


77. In the consideration cf a fit person to be minister, it seems that my preje- 
dices intervened to the injury of public concerns. ‘ My conviction that the 
“* only person worthy of the trust was a person whom his Lordship had rejected 
“ on account of his connexion with me,” is the preliminary statement of Major 
Baillie. He afterwards enlarges thus: ‘ Mirza Jafer, the most respectable per- 
‘6 son from talents and birth,’ and the most desirable from attachment to our 
“ interests that was then to be found in the capital, was proscribed, or supposed 
“to be proscribed, by the Governor-General's displeasure.” It woutd then 
appear that my distaste to the Resident, extended to Mirza’ Jafer on account 
of ‘iis connexion with Major Baillie, prevented the person the most respectable, 
the most capable, and the most devoted to the British Government, from being 
invested with the office of Minister. What ought to be thought of this repre- 


sentation when there never had been a motive or a cir- tance, on which . 
surmil 
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surmise of any displeasure of mine against Mirza Jafer could’ be grounded? No _ Enclosures in 
: : , , a! ware 7 . Be wk Plitical 

shadaw of: any such displeasure existed. Major Baillie, indeed, did not venture ves 

to bring forward that person as a candidate, because when his views in that ‘go Mor, 1BY6. 

respect had been removed, it had been hinted to him that I could not fail to — 

‘think the choice objectionable, It was obvious, that the naming for Minister a __ Minute of 

Mvonshee who had been the Resident's confidential agent for a long. term of wader pas 

years, would have been to hold up the Vizier to all India as more strongly shackled 

than ever in those trammels from which I had professed the determination to 

liberate han. The example of Saadut Alee's mortifications had been, in my 

judgment, of great injury to our interests, by disinclining other Princes to put 

them selves under British protection. I sought to counteract this impression ; 

and my object would have been thoroughly defeated, had a fresh proof been 

exhibited how little the Nawaub Vizier was allowed to be independent in tbe 

interna/ government of his country. Either from a sense of this obstacle, or 

from a desire to make it the excuse for giving to Agha Meer the preference on 

this occasion, the latter was the person brought forward, The appointment af 

Mirza Jafer would have been felt by the Nawaub Vizier as the most mortifying 

proclamation of his Excellency insignificance that could have been devised. 

The expression of joy on the part of his Excellency (witnessed by Mr. Ricketts, 

Mr. Adam, and Mr, Swinton) when he was told that the retention or dismissal 

of Mirza Hajee, and the other sons of Mirza Jater, depended entirely on his 

own pleasure, sufficiently manifested his acute sense and jealousy of impending 

thraldom. Wretched, indeed, was the subjugation, when he could not think 

himself at liberty to remove onc of his own housebold servants! This point 

should not be passed over without noticing the terms ‘“ proscribed” and “ dis- 

“ pleasure” more particularly. It is the same attempt which | have before 

exposed, of exciting by an irrelevant word the supposition of a non-existent 

circumstance. 


78. It seems that Agha Meer, by whose personal influence the retractation 
was effected, was only the tool of Ulee Nuckce, the Resident's own Moonshee ; 
that it was from him Agha Meer took his lessons and went armed with instructions 
to work upon the fears aud passions of the Vizier. Where was the inducement 
for Agha Meer to take so active and so hazardous a step? Are we to believe 
that the nedbut was the proffered reward? What hope could he have of such 
an elevation, but through that recommendation of the Resident’s which was 
sure to operate as a command? When the counsels of Ulee Nuckee to Agha 
Meer are avowed, suspicion must fix itself strongly on the Resident as having 
been a party to the project. Let us see how further circumstances bear out the 
supposition. 


79. Agha Meer was, in his inferior station, the ostensible favourite of his 
Exccllency at the time; but there seems good reason to believe that, before this 
retractation, he had been gained over to Major Baillie’s party. He was in the 
habits of attending constantly at the Residency; and from Major Baillie’s 
account* it would appear to have been his usual practice to retire home in the 
evening with Ulee Nuckee, Major Baillic’s confidential Moonshee. ‘There, at 
the hause ot’ the latter, was the plan conceived which was to produce a recaota- 
tion of the complaint preferred by his Excellency. There, as is acknowledged, 
was the favourite spirited up to undertake the part assigned to him. Now let 
any man ask himself, would Major Baillie’s confidential Moonshee have risked 
his master’s displeasure, the loss of situation, and every thing he possessed in the 
world, had he not known he was doing what was agreeable to his patron, even 
if it had not been preeoncerted between them? But the question is superfluous. 
Major Baillie makes open profession of the merit he conceives to attach to the 
services of Agha Meer for the part he had in the transaction.f : 


P $ 

80. The merit rests upon the assumption, that Agha Meer undeccived the 
Nawaub Vizier, and gave him courage to emancipate himself from the danger 
of supporting a falsehood into which he bad been betrayed: a service which 
could not-but secure to him the confidence and warm gratitude of his — 
a»  seacy 
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lency 10 a higher degree than he had before possessed them. This 3 another 
point of the internal evidence of the case which shall be discussed in its place. 
Whencesoever the sudden turn had proceeded, and whatsoever my observation 
of a degree of stage trick might be, it was my business to be satisfied, as Boon. 
as I had ascertained from his Excellency’s own mouth what was the construc. 
tion which he wished should be received. Immediately afterwards, his Excelleney 
was called upon to name a Minister: I had, at the instance of Major Baillie, pre- 
viously objected to the man on whom the Nawaub Vizier’s choice had rested. 
This was TIukeem Mehdee, the adviser of his father, whom I was taught to 
think hostile to the interests of our natton; and I declined advising further. 
Major Baillie was solicited by his Excellency to assist him in the selection of 
another man to be placed in nomination in the Hukeem’s stead. Major Baillie’s 
report of the conference which followed cannot be read, without its leaving the 
impression that he sought to lead his Excellency to the conviction that the nomi- 
nation of no one would be so wise, so acceptable, or so proper, as that of Agha 
Meer. No one else appears to have been named on the occasion. Every trifling 
circumstance in favour of this individual seems to have heen exaggerated and 
éarnestly pressed upon his Excellency, while every thing of a disqualifying nature, 
however gross and palpable, was put out of sight. It is obvious, as well from 
what preceded as from what followed the conference, that the nomination of 
Agha Meer was the act of Major Baillie. Amidst all the candidates that had 
presented themselves, his Excellency seems never to have thought of Agha Meer 
before this conference. Though the latter was said to be his Excellency’s per- 
sonal favourite, he had been placed in no high situation, and never had been 
employed in the transaction of important business. He was reported to be of 
low origin; and were there any certainty of his being a Syyud by descent, the 
fact would not militate against the supposition of his having been nurtured 
among the dregs of the people. Tis birth, however, would have been of little 
consequence, had his personal qualities recommended him to distinction. Unfor- 
tunately this was not the case: his figure was coarse, his manners unpolished, 
and his intellect generally estimated below mediocrity. He bad not had the 
opportunities of drawing, either from study or from active employment, any tole- 
rable degree of the information requisite in his position. Of course, the appoint- 
ment occasioned general surprise, and I belicve was very unfavourably regarded 
at Lucknow. Major Baillie ascribes the elevation of this person to the Nawaub 
Vizier’s sense of the service just rendered to him by Agha Meer, as well as to 
his Excellency’s paitiality for this servant. The Vizier’s contemplation of the 
service, as well as the strength of his attachment to Agha Meer, will appear 
from subsequent events ; but the service might have its merit elsewhere, and 
thence have received its reward. The efforts Major Baillie has since made to 
maintain Agha Meer in power in opposition to his Excellency’s wishes, are 
strongly corroborative of this view, and shew a decided identification of interest 
between them. Still gratitude for the immediate aid was not, I am disposed to 
conceive, the only reason assignable for this nomination. Major Baillie must 
have known Agha Meer’s incapacity: he Knew also the unbounded influence 
possessed over this man by his own Moorshee; so that by bringing forward a 
creature of his own of such character and qualifications, he secured to himself 
an uncontrolled authority in the aflairs of Oude. This, I have no doubt, was 
considercd as genuine policy with regard to public objects by Major Baillie, and 
the establishing such an influence would have been expedient, had # not‘been 
inevitably liable to abuse by the natives connected with the Resident. Events 
fully justified the apprehension of that consequence ; for there can now be no 
doubt, that as long as Agha Meer continued in power, the result was as Major 
Baillie must have foreseen, expected, and sought, the ministry having been vu- 
tually in the hands of his own Moonshee, Ulee Nuckce. 


81. Agha Mccr’s disgrace so socn after his elevation is easily accounted for. 
Granting even that his nomination was not entirely forced upon the Vizier, but 
that he was at the time viewed with sentiments of predilection, his Excellency 
must have very soon discovered that he bad been won over to the opposite 
interest, and was engaged in schemes and guided by advisers regarded by his 
Excellency to be hostile to his independence. Hija Excellency’s partiality was 


thus changed to that sort of vindictive hatred which usually pursues the a 
alsit 
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falsity of a favourite. For a time we may suppose the fear of offending Major 
Baillie to have bad a predominant influence in th Excellency’s mind, and to have 
restrained the expression of this antipathy or an immediate resort to the measures 
itanight suggest. His Excellency had already once been defeated in his attempts 
to shake off the trammels of thraldom, and it was only gradually, that be could 
recover sufficient confidence to renew the struggle. Indeed, we may observe in 
the caution with which each step was taken, and in the mode by which his Ex- 
cellency proceeded from one asperity to another, until at last the supposed 
favourite was disgraced and imprisoned, that though the enmity was deep and 
irreconcilable, there was something which forbad its full disclosure in the instant. 
This we can only imagine to have been an apprehension of the consequences 
from Major Baillie’s resentment, while there was no hope of its being checked by 
myself. The only remaining question with respect to Agha Meer is, whether or 
not he is to meet with the support of our Government now that he has irrevo- 
cably fallen under his master’s displeasure. This must turn on a decision of the 
question, What ought to be our policy with regard to the State of Oude ¢ 


82. The system of attracting the Native Sovereigns into subsidiary engage- 
ments, the work of a truly able statesman, had its inherent defect. Lord Wel- 
lesley was amply sensible of it; though, with that judgment which perceives 
that in human affairs you are not to stand still on account of an objection, but 
must be satisfied with a course where benefit far preponderates against incon- 
venience, he wisely compounded for the eventual embarrassment. He pre- 
dicted the difficulty which would at length occur as to the nature of our inter- 
ferences with the States which had paid for our protection; but he could only 
say, that the remedy must be devised when the exigency should happen, as its 
quality would have to depend on the circumstances of the moment. What has 
taken place in Oude, however, has uot been altogether the effect of the causes 
embraced by his foresight. Some management, which I cannot but consider as 
having been erroneous, produced the evil in a degree beyond any natural ten- 
dency in the contract. To judge of this accurately, the ground whence all 
reasoning on the subject ought to proceed must be first established. 


83. When the heavily reluctant assent of Saadut Alee was obtained for the 
cession of a large portion of his dominions, in commutation of the pecuniary 
contribution which he was bound to pay for the subsidiary force, the most dis- 
tinct assurance was pledged to him, by treaty, tor his independent exercise of 
authority within the remainder of his territories. A right of counselling him on 
matters which might aitect the joint interests of the two contracting powers was 
indeed stipulated in the treaty. The construction of this article, however, 
cannot, with any show of justice, be extended beyond that right of remon- 
strance, and of ultimate interference in extreme cases, which of necessity 
belongs to a protecting power relatively to the State protected. A provision for 
it would have been superflous, had not there probably existed some apprehension, 
that should the right not be specifically reserved, it might be understood as barred 
by the direct acknowledgment of the Nawaub Vizier’s independence. An 
attempt to fix upon this article a more comprehensive sense, would convert into 
‘an act of lawless oppression the acquisition of the territory in question ; since 
it could not have been honestly obtained but by the granting an equivalent, 
which equivalent was the recognition and guarantee of the Nawaub Vizier's 
rights of sovereignty. The punctual observance of this contract was impe- 
riously binding on our honour, our probity, and our interests. | have specified 
the last consideration, because I conceive that an unfortunate mistake on that 
head made our Government think its intervention legitimate on matters not 
really attended with the justification of any necessity. 


84. On accepting, or rather on insisting upon the provinces in question as- 
an extinction of the annual money payment secured to us, it is indisputable 
that we renounccd all pretension to intermeddle with the administration of ‘the 
remaining territories of Saadut Alee, unless in cases where the evident peril of 
the common cause should sanction remonstrance. This line was not well under- 
stood in practice. The supremacy of the British pawer was thought to he 
relinquished, i! + Wete"Wéi-rendered visible in-every transaction. The repre- 
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sentations of the Nawaub Vizier against what he thought a breach of faith, and 
which he attributed more to the dictatorial temper of the Resident than to the 
plan of Government, occasioned perpetual contestation. The spirits became 
acrimonious on both sides. Statements from the Resident, naturally more 
favourable to his side than strict equity would have borne out, betrayed 
Government into steps whence it could not recede, and which established pre- 
tensions never in its cool contemplation. The matter had been gradually 
getting worse and worse till the time ef MajorBuillie. He adopted the system 
which he found fashioned to his hand, and from its nature the dissensions with 
the Nawaub Vizier could not but become virulent. The Resident, backed b 
an authority against which resistance must be fruitless, had no terms to keep 
with his Excellency beyond the screening himself from having direct indecorum 
proved against him. A similar policy was incumbent on the Nawaub, so that, 
under the display of every civility and the observance of every etiquette, reci- 
procal malevolence was indulged by the practice of every covert artifice that 
could be irritating and offensive. To sustain himself in this warfare, Major 
Baillie was under the necessity of embodying round his standard such natives as 
could by influence, dexterity, and boldness, best aid him in riveting the fetters 
which he thought it necessary to impose on the Sovereign of the country. They 
were essentially recognized depositaries of his power, and that power was under- 
stood to be undistinguishable from the authority of the Governor-General. 
Confident in this irresistable support, those natives had no restraint on the 
ostentatious parade of their influence. Prosecuting their private gain by means 
of’ this trust, they contumeliously disregarded the Nawaub Vizier, thwarted his 
measures with impunity, and treated with undi.guised contempt the legitimate 
functionaries employed by him. It was impossible that this behaviour, and 
the abuses which accompanied it, should not outrage the feelings of the Nawaub 
Vizier. The Resident could not sacrifice those dependants to his Excellency’s 
indignation, without giving up all hope of keeping together a party. He was, 
therefore, constrained to uphold them in confessed opposition to their Sove- 
reign: nay more, he was obliged to pay their services by extorting for them 
advantages from that Sovereign; and to maintuin his own power in this ruinous 
contest, he was (however unintentionally) forced to assume, by the identi- 
fication of himself with the British Government, an appearance of sway over 
the Nawaub Vizier that carried with it the most poignant insult. 


85. Soon after I had occasion to advert to our position relative to Saudut Alee 
I became aware of impending consequences which filled me with the utmost 
alarm, ‘hat Prince was driven to actual desperation: he had even openly 
declared it in full durbar. ‘The mischiet had procecded so far, that if we con- 
tinued to assert the principle advanced for us, there was no avoiding a decisive 
struggle. I saw that we were on the brink of being forced, in sclf-defence, to 
possess ourselves of Saadut Alce’sdominions and riches, to prevent his throwing 
himself with all his treasures into the hands of any power that would take the 
field against us. Whatsoever might have been the exigency that impelled the 
procedure, it would have entailed eternal stain on the British name; for the 
case was in no manner capable of explanation sufficient to do away the pre- 
sumption of our having forced a quarrel on the defenceless, as a colour for 
atrocious plunder. Under the impression of the first informations received by 
me on the subject, I had urged the Nawaub Vizier to the enforcement of the 
plan of reform which it was said he had agreed to undertake. His explanation 
of its having been his conception that the measure was to be carried into execu- 
tion gradually, as success should encourage its extension, came to me at a 
moment when J had obtained from different unprejudiced and unquestionable 
authorities, a tolerable notion of the state of society in Oude. I was 
thoroughly satisfied, that there were not to be found there enough functionaries, 
uniting sufficient capacity with honesty, to conduct the plan at once on 
the wide scale demanded by us; since it was evident to me that nothing but 
ithe unremitting vigilance of European superintendence in each of our Zillahs, 
prevented the grossest abuses under that system in the Company’s possessions, 
From this conviction sprang the modification expressed in my letter of the 25th 
Maich 1814: but I should havethought thatI had contenspjated the evil very 
” imperfectly 
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imperfectly had I stopped there. I meditated a more radical assuagement of eee RH = 
the Vizier’s ulcerated mind, the nature of which I explained to my colleagues peer 
m Council, namely, the defining the duties of the Resident, in such a manner 30 Mar, 1816. 


as'should preclude the affectation of control so inevitably irritating to that Prince. 





. Minute of 
86. The policy which appeared to me recommended no less by our con- Governor-General, 


venicnce than by our good faith, was to obscrve strictly the true and obvious — 3 Feb. 1816. 
spirit of our engagemcuts with the Sovercigu of Oude, by leaving him a free 
agent in the internal government of his own dominions, interfering with that 
advice which to him must be injuuction only in cases where the real importance 
of our mutual interests required it. By the adoption of this principle, T obtained 
from Refaut-ood-Dowlah, in an bour of exigency, an assistance for the Com- 
pany which never could have been procured during the miserable bickerings of 
former management. The counsels of Major Baillie appeared no deviation from 
the plan, hecause they were understood to be solicited by the new Sovercign ; and 
T had only desired Major Baillie should be reminded of the wisdom of letting 
them be invited. 


87. The first symptom of misunderstanding between Refaut-ood-Dowlah and 
the Resident was a delay, on the part of the Nawaub, to carry into effect the 
original plan of reform to which be had subscribed implicitly. 1 am persuaded 
the demur with regard to the districts into which the reform was not introduced, 
arose from the difficulty of finding persons fit to be trusted with such large 
powers ; and it is an important tact, that Lieutenant-Colouel Fraser, charged 
with the care of suppressing the insurrections which broke out in diff-rent parts 
of Oude during last year, reported as the canse uniformly assigned by the in- 
habitants for those convulsions, that the extortions practised by the Ameens 
under the new system had diiven the country into madness. ‘The offer of the 
Resident to provide competent persons did not remove the embarrassment. 
The proposal touched an acute string of the Vizier’s jealousy. Compliant as 
he had been on other points, he seems to have been cautiously on his guard 
against strengthening a cumbination of his subjects, from which he had seen his 
father suffer so much; and he probably dreaded the putting into situations of 
great influence individuals whom he regarded as devoted to the Resident. The 
proposition was inconsiderate. Sincere gratitude was, I doubt not, felt towards 
Major Buillie by the present Nawaub Vizier as long as the latter believed that 
many plots against his succession and life had been defeated by the Residcnt's 
energy. When his Excelleucy, from a more distinct view of matters, began to 
doubt that those dangers had existed in the degree represented, 1t was natural 
for him to imagine that an exaggerated claim of merit had some interested 
aim, and he probably scrutinized with undue severity the measures which Major 
Baillie had pressed upon him at the moment of his accession. [I have men- 
tioned that, while yet I could not suspect any thing of this disposition in the 
present Vizier, I had thought it expedient to have a hint communicated to 
Major Baillie against such urgency. The Nawaulb Vizier could not fail to have 
it indicated to him, that almost all the points requested of him by the Resident 
(though they had been chiefly sanctioned by the late Governor-General) tended 
to enrich individuals who had acted under the Resident against Saadut Alce. 
Major Baillie has noticed the unfortunate estrangement which existed between 
Saadut Alee and the present Vizier. That the late Nawaub preferred for the 
active station of Minister and commandant of the troops his second son, on 
account of his superior talents, is certain; but that he had the project of setting 
his elder son aside trom the succession (a design which he must have known, 
this Government would never allow), or that he treated him in any manner that 
revolted the present Nawaub, is to me highly questionable. I never heard 
Refaut-ood-Dowlah speak of his father but with tenderness and veneration, 
Many things were mentioned by him to me that tended to throw a grace on his 
father’s memory, and I know that he was singularly gratified by my having 
visited the grave of Saadut Alee. I thence infer, that he looked with an evil 
eye on those who had.been banded against his father, and that he was soured 
with Major Ballina his importunacy with. him (Refaut-ood-Dowlah) in 
furtherance of their agitiewet. I suspect that the first symptoms of thie 
dissatisfaction were trugtatias |: th ungrateful and contumacious by Major 
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Baillie, who possibly imagined the Vizier to be more weak in capacity than 
I believe is really the case, and thence deemed such a tone likely to be effectual. 
The Nawaub Vizer, if I conceive his character rightly, is singularly timid, and has 
perliaps bowed himself before an assuming control; but I could neverin his manners? 
his conversation, or his procedures, discover any thing which justified a suppo- 
sition of bis being deficient in intellect. I suspect that he had sagacity enough 
to comprehend the advantage taken of his nervousness, to carry points on the 
sudden which he would not have conceded in the ordinary course of business, 
and that his reflection was indignant at the management. If I am right in this con- 
jecture, the violence of his Excellency’s resentment against Agha Meer, when 
the latter had associated himself to the counsels of Major Baillie, is readily 
accounted for. It is certain the dislike, without any cause assigned, was visible 
very early after Agha Meer’s elevation. All the influence which Major Baillie 
supposed himself to possess was inefficient towards suspending the course of this 
dissatisfaction. When that minister was sent on the mission to me at Futtygurh, 
Major Baillie represented that Agha Meer had many euemies working against 
him ; and the Resident therefore earnestly begged that I would shew to the man 
such marked testimonies of my regard, as might induce the Nawaub Vizier to 
take him again into favour. ‘lhe application appeared odd ; because when Major 
Baillie had declarcd his Excellency to be sensible of the mjury done to him in the 
late transactions, to be full of contrition for having lent himself to the sugges- 
tions of intriguers, and to be glowing with gratitude at Major Baillie’s generous 
remission of the fault, it did not seem natural that any influence beyond the Resi- 
dent’s could be necessary to reinstate a servant of such tried and approved fide- 
lity as Agha Meer in the good graces of his master. During the whole of Agha 
Meer’s stay at Futtygurh, I not only treated him with unvarying attention, but 
with such public distinctions as he had never before received, and even with 
constant demonstrations of cordiality. These tokens of good-will were unfeigned, 
because I really gave him credit for firm attachment to the British interests. 
Notwithstanding this countenance, and his being furnished by me with a letter 
to the Nawaub Vizier, in which I professed the most favourable opinion of him, 
he remained in unaltcrable disgrace; nay, he became the object of harsh persecu- 
tion. The cause of this is considerably unfolded by a circumstance which took 
place after the arrival of Mr. Strachey (the successor of Major Baillie) at Luck- 
now. Lis Excellency entreated Mr. Strachey not to employ Ulee Nuckce as 
Moonshee at the Residency, saying that Ulee Nuckee had been the cause of all 
the differences with Major Baillie. 


88. A suspicion: may possibly now occur, that Major Baillie perceived the 
hatred of the Nawaub Vizier to be in progress towards acknowledging itself ; 
that he foresaw the impossibility of maintaining his ground at Lucknow, and 
that he resorted to the excuse of being undermined to account for his expected 
dislodgment. That 1 had any pointed prejudice against him certainly appears 
not to have been in his conception, when he could apply to me to shew particu- 
lar attentions to Agha Meer, whose connection with him he knew me to under- 
stand. Subsequently to that period he did take alarm. On the investigation of 
facts asseited to me in a petition, there appeared reason to fear that use had 
been made of the name of our Government to obtain the Vizier’s decision 
ona case in violation of the laws of the country. It was a question of inheritance 
and landed property between one Imteaz Ulee and Ulee Nuckee. The Resi- 
dent had often pressed Saadut Alee to determine the cause in favour of his 
Moonshee. Saadut Alee constantly replied, that it was an affair to be decided 
by the tribunals in regular course. Major Baillie insisted, that when the British 
Government (which had no right to judge) had already decided on it, as was 
testified by his application, it would be indecent to have it tried in a court of 
law. One of the first points carried with the present Vizier on his accession 
by Major Baillie was a decision in favour of Ulee Nuckee. The petition of 
Imteaz Ulee was a representation of the injury done to him by the British 
Government, in obtaining a decree against him without his h had a hearing. 
I saw no cause to suspect that Major Baillie had been ac, eee iby other partiality 
than that which arose from regarding Ulee Nuckeeuthings infive: partizan of the 
British Government. The mode of rewarding ,.aaePaes Gen did not appear to 
me correct. I thought an injurious act of oppre af been unwittingly =— 
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mitted by the British Government, and I felt bound to repair it. I directed 
Major Baillic to solicit that the Nawaub Vizier would annul his decree, and 

lace the parties in their original situations, and would refer the matter to the 
ordinary course of law. Whether Major Baillie erroneously construed this into 
an indication of ill-will on my part towards him, or whether he feared it would be 
an opening for the Nawaub Vizier’s avowal of sentiments hitherto repressed, I 
cannot guess; but I am persuaded this intervention was a proximate cause of the 
framing a despatch which he must be sure would entail his removal. That des- 
patch, though dated the 29th April, was not forwarded till after the period to 
which I allude. 


89. With respect to the question whether we should support Agha Mcer, I am 
clearly of opinion he cannot be maintained. The attempt would be an in- 
fraction of principles which 1 consider as fundamental in our relations with Oude: 
but, further, it would lead to extreme practical embarrassment. ‘To retain Agha 
Meer in office, we should have to undertake the entire administration without 
any adequate excuse for such a violation of the treaty. 


90. It remains now to determine on what principles the connection and inter- 
course between the British Resident and the Court of Oude shall be regulated 
henceforth, and what degree of interference is to be exercised in the nomination 
or appointment of a successor to Agha Meer, should we deem it necessary to Insist 
ou such an appointinent taking place. Liven this, however, may be matter of 
deliberation. Lis Excellency has decidedly expressed his wish that Agha Meer 
should be dismissed, and that no Minister should succecd him on the same terms, 
but that the obedience of all his servants should be secured by their sense of 
immediate and exclusive dependence on himself. ‘The first question is, whether 
our Government should acquiesce in such an arrangementr From the nature of 
our connection, from the terms of the treaty between the two States, and from 
the adinitted practice of former times, it would appear that we have an undoubted 
right to offer our advice in the conduct of the affairs of the Vizier’s Government, 
more especially to exci ..e the right by insisting on the appotitment of an 
etticicnt Minister, if we think it necessary, and conferring with his Excellency in 
the selection. ‘There ts, indecd, no limit to the control by advice and injunction 
we might exercise in the internal administration of Oude, except such as policy 
or a sense of justice and of propricty, may induce us to impose on ourselves. 


91. It ison the ground of policy that I propose to consider the question. 
On general principles, I must confess it to be my wish, as I have already ex- 
plained, to refrain froin authorizing the practice of constant inteifercuce in the 
domestic concerns of our allies. Now, I should conceive there can be no species 
of interference so galling and subversive of the independence of a Prince, as 
to insist on the appointment of a particular Minister, and to uphold his autho- 
rity in opposition even to his master, because he is conceived to be favourable 
to our interests. The tendency our alliances have to slide into the habit of such 
interference, is the very circumstance that has made a connection with us so un- 
popular, as only to be sought or acquiesced in when a State is on the brink of 
ruin. At this instant Wolkar prefers the insults of his army and the being con- 
fined within the fortress in which he has sought refuge, to embracing the servi- 
tude of our protection. Why? He has had legible examples before his eyes. 


92. It is obviously our policy to remove this impression, by making the yoke 
of our supremacy as invisible as possible, while the advantages of our protection 
are so manifest. This is the broad bearing of the question. 


93. With respect to Oude in particular, our practice and our views would not, 
perhaps, in theory extend so far, because the selection of the person to be Minister is 
left with the Vizier, and we only assume the privilege of urging a special ground 
of disqualification in case such objection should justly exist against a particular 
individual. It comes, however, very nearly to the same thing. We insist that 
the person named shall be one known to be favourable to the interests of our 
Government, whiclétigually means a dependant of the British Resident, or at 


least one who has “in. the habit of courting his favour through the hope of 


rising to power by that dens; for how else is a favourable disposition to our 
Government to be nas ifeaadl : 


if 
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94. There have always been two parties at the‘Court of Oude; one consisting 
of those who look forward to rise to power by means of the British Resident, 
the other courting the personal favor of the Prince; each in its turn has been 
strongest, as the Vizier has himself retained the power, or the Minister has 
engrossed it through the exertion of the influence of our Government. 


95. During the lifetime of the late Vizier, as his favour was the predominant 
influence, it was only the malcontents who had lost or despaired of ever obtain- 
ing the favor of their Prince, toyether with a few immediate Moonshees and 
dependants that formed the Court of the British Resident. These, when dis. 
appointed in the objects of their ambition, represented the persons enjoying the 
advantages of the Prince’s favour as hostile to the British interests, and themselves 
as martyrs to their espousal of our cause. Major Baillie would seem to have 
lent too ready an ear to the whisperings of such courtiers; and when, on the 
accession of the present Vizier, his party came into favour, his conduct appears 
to have had for its object the annihilation of the opposite interests, and the 
demonstration to his own courtiers that his favour was the only secure road to 
power. 

96. I had unconsciously lent myself to a course of measures which had nearly 
enabled him to effect this, when the Nawaub Vizier was induced to make another 
effort in support of his own influence and authority. ‘This effoit produced the 
crisis in which we are now culled on to deliberate as to the policy to be 
observed in future. [lad not so complete an insight into the nature of Major 
Baillie’s conduct been afforded me, I might perhaps have been misled by false 
representations respecting the character of Agha Mcer and the circumstances 
which have occasioned his fall, to have lent him the same support which was 
formerly lent to Hyder Beg Khan; and this, in giving the finishing stroke to 
the independence of the Vizier’s Government, would have entailed no light 
embarrassment. Such an extremity is now out of the question. Shall we, how- 
ever, insist upon the appointment of another Minister in opposition to his 
Excellency’s wishes ? 


97. The arguments in favour of such a measure are, that it gives a consistency 
and responsible character to the adininistration of affairs, and produces a concert 
with the Representative of the British Government not to be shaken by the 
insidious suggestions of private favourites, whose influence on the weak minds 
and fickle dispositions of Princes, like those of this country, might otherwise be 
productive of danger to our interests. Such an argument amounts to an 
admission, that to produce the advantages in question the Minister must be a 
man of our own, exercising in effect the whole power of the State, under our 
steady support, avainst what we may call the whims and caprice, but what 
must obviously be the pleasure and wishes of the Prince. This could scarcely 
be so disguised, as that the Prince should not feel all the humiliation of his 
dependence, and his secret enmity must be the inevitable consequence. 


98. If it be politic to have the Minister in our interest, how much more 
desirable would it be that the Prince should be attached to our alliance; and 
how is it possible that he can be so, if he feel our imterference and encroach- 


nents thwarting lis inclinations in every step? 


99. Is attachment to our alliance to be obtained by any means from the 
Prince himself? Can we hope to excite in him a firm and operative persuasion 
of the identity of our interests with his own, and a consequent disposition to 
meet candidly the expression of our views and wishes? If the iuspiing a Princé 
with these sentiments be practicable there can be no necessity tor a Minister. 
But if we assume that there can be no attachment to our alliance; if neither a 
sense of the advantagesattending it nora fear of the consequences of our displeasure 
can be expected to produce a disposition to listen favourably to our suggestions; 
if'a jealous hostility, and constant spirit of counteraction, be considered as the 
necessary attributes of a Native Prince’s unfettered adminigtration, then should 


we be justified m seeking to provide a remedy. 


100. There is but one intermediate question by 
to assume at once that such is the incor’: jo 
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Prince's disposition, or are we to wait till overt acts shall have determined the 
point? 


101. For my part, judging from the character of the present Vizier, I see no 
reason to think he would hazard the displeasure of our Government by pursuing 
a course of counteraction. On the contrary, I believe him to have the fullest 
conviction as to the identity of his interests with ours, and the necessity of 
seeking and following our guidance in every particular. He will certainly seek 
to obtain our assent to his own spontaneous inclinations; but this is natural, 
involves nothing reprehensible, and affords no ground for anticipating his per- 
severence in any scheme which he should find us disapprove. Since, therefore, 
it is his wish to conduct the Government himself, I see no reason why he should 
not be suffered to do so, until either his management betrays syinptoms of the 
entire unaptness of the system he may pursue, or until we should have just 
occasion to question the sinceiiy of bis disposition towards ourselves. Then 
will be time enough for us to offer such advice as the peculiar circumstances 
may require, and if necessary to procure the appointment of a fit and efficient 
Minister; but until such may be the case, I scarcely think we should be Justified 
in thwarting his wishes. 


102. When I recommended to the Nawaub Vizier that he should nominate a 
Minister, 1 had taken up with too little examination an object which I had 
found already urged upon his Excellency. The constant jealousy with which 
Saadut Alee received the suggestions of Major Baillie made the latter think that 
he should carry his points more readily were a Minister established who would 
consider propositions dispassionately. Onder the unhappy estrangement which 
existed between Saadut Alee and the Resident, the intervention of a Minister 
was evidently desirable: the plan was thence strenuously pressed by Govern- 
ment, and I supported the measure which 1 found actually in negotiation. 
Since I have seen thc state of matters at Lucknow the point appears to me of 
doubtful policy ; at least it is of no material consequence. 


105. Under such ci: umstances, what course should the British Resident 
pursue? He should obviously stand aloof, and keep himself entirely uncon- 
nected with any party. He must be ready to offer disinterested advice whenever 
his Excellency may solicit it, and his conduct should be so shaped as to encou- 
rage his Excellency’s frequent recurrence to his counsel; but his suggestions 
should not be obstrusive. He must be careful to impress his Excellency with a 
conviction that he has no personal adherents to countenance, no dependants 
whose interests the measures he recommends may appear calculated to forward, to 
narticularize no one set of men whose opinions or whose cause he might be 
represcnted as having exclusively espoused. 


104. By such means a real confidence would, it is hoped, be established 
be.ween the Vizier and the Resident, from which the happiest concert and una- 
nimity of counsel would result ; because there can essentially be no difference 
between our interest and that of the Nawaub Vizier, on any point worth con- 
testation. A decision eligible for us on minor objects ought to be toregone 
rather than that he should be soured by pertinacious contradiction where his 
own feelings appear warmly engaged. A cheerful relaxation to meet his Excel- 
lency’s wishes in such cases would make him more readily manageable on sub- 
jects of greater consequence. Judging trom my own knowledge of the qualities 
and dispositions of the gentleman I have selected to succeed Major Baillie, I 
think I may anticipate the permanence of such an understanding between him 
and the present Vizier. 


105. I would have the Resident always careful how he originates advice when 

it may not be solicited. If he observe any department of the State requiring a 
correction in its administration, it might be better that he should first submit a 
statement of the grounds of his entertaiming such a notion, and obtain the sanc- 
tion of the Governor-General in Council before he proceeds to break the subject 
to his Excellency. The advice should only be proffered unasked, without such 
authority, on wccasions of importance not admitting of delay. The Resident’s 
first obtaining the permiissi-~ of the Governor-General in Council before coming 
11 U forward 
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forward with it, would impress his Excellency with a proper sense of the: reservé 
and delicate consideration observed in matters which might be construed ag 
encroaching on his independence. 1 am very far from wishing to fetter the 
Resident in his communications. Much must depend upon his personal cha- 
racter and the terms on which he may individually stand with the Vizier ; 
besides, Occasions may arise, in which a reference to the Presidency may be 
either inconvenient or improper. In those instances he must use his own dis- 
cretion, and he may be confident of :eceiving that liberal support to which the 
high trust of his situation entitles him. 


106. It will, of course, be his duty to keep hitnself well mformed of every 
thing that is passing at the Court of Oude, directing his attention particulaily 
to the effects of the administration on the body of the people, so as to be able to 
supply Government with correct and full information on a subject which will 
necessarily be at all times one of high intcrest with us. 


107. The above are the general principles which should regulate the inter- 
course and connection of the British Resident with the Court of Oude, in the 
event of its being deemed unnecessary to insist on the appointment of another 
Minister. Lam desirous, however, of hearing what the Council may think on 
this point ; and my opinion is not so fixed on the expediency of having no 
Minister, as that I should not be 1:eady to yield it, in the event of there being any 
more peculiar motive advarced for a contrary decision than what has suggested 
itself to me. 


108. Should it eventually be deemed necessary to insist on the appointment 
of a successor to Agha Meer, we must depend on the Resident, in the first 
instance, for a full report on the present state of parties at Lucknow, 10 as to 
enable us to weigh carefully the character, qualifications, and circumstances in 
favour of each candidate. We should then have to fix with more precision the 
line of the Resident’s future conduct with respect to the Vizier and the person 
who might ultimately be selected ; but, at present, the preliminary question of 
whether or not we shall insist upon the appointment ot a Naib to succeed Agha 
Meer, 18 obviously all that presses upon us. 


109. In conclusion, it may be expected that J should offer some observations 
on the subject of the attempted reform, to which, in a great measure, the Vizier 
would seem to attribute a considerable confusion in his affairs. I have already 
expressed doubts whether the system, such as we enjoined it without modifica- 
tion, be suited to the condition of society in Oude, though I would not, without 
minuter observation, positively pronounce it inapplicable. It is possible that 
partiality on the one hand, or insidious design on the other, may have pushed 
into the trust of its execution men wholly unqualified for the duty: still it is 
more likely that a system devised upon the model of that pursued in our pro- 
vinces should have failed in the territories of the Nawaub Vizier, from the want 
of a class of public functionaries of approved integrity, free from sordid views, 
tobe accomplished at the expense of the country, and unwarped by families or 
dependants whom they could be interested in aggrandizing. I should wish, 
however, before coming toa final dete:mination on the propriety of persevering 
in this system or otherwise, to receive a full and comprehensive report on the 
subject from the Resident, whence I might judge what have really been the 
endeavours for its introduction, and in what degree any such endeavours may 
have been locally successful. 


Fort-William, (Signed) Morr. 
3d February 1816. 





To Major Baillie, &c. &c. &c. 


My dear Baillie : “a 
Having replied officially to your several despatches, and signified to you the 
Governor-General’s instructions on such points adverted to inghem as demanded 
immediate notice, I now proceed to state to you, by his ananwamem.sesire, 
some observations arising out of the perusal of thoge de: nit 
been reserved for a private communication. : 
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You wilt aot consider these observations to imply any retraction of the appro. _Enelosuros in 
bation which his Lordship has conferred on your conduct. They principally eee eee 
refer to the future rather than the past; and when they do relate to the past, 99 Mar. 1816. 


tkey are not intended to cast censure on you. 





— Enclosure in 
After so long an experience as you had of distrust on the part of Saadut iovernor-Ccnerali 


Alee, it is perfectly natural for you to be gratified by a sense of your influence Minute of 8d 
over the present Vizier; but you should thence, his Lordship observes, be on Feéruary 1816. 
your guard not to let the sentiment carry you away so far as may hazard the 

permanence of Refaut-ood-Dowlah’s amiable disposition. You must not suffer 

the confidence which he places in you to be worn out on minor objects. Im- 

portance, his Lordship observes, has been unavoidably attached by you to the 
arrangements for Hoosein Alee Khan and the family of Tuhseen Alee Khan on 

account of the urgency of our Government onthese heads. His Lordship then 

does not cast any blame on you for leading the attention of Refaut-ood-Dowlah 

to those cases, yet he sincerely wishes that it had not been done. Although 

his Lordship felt himself obliged to uphold, to a certain point, what had been 

done by the preceding Government, and must therefore, inco nsistency,give 

his public approbation to the carrying those objects, yet his Lordship has no 

scruple in saying that he thinks the principle of our interference was erroneous. 

It amounts, in his Lordship’s judgment, simply tothis: that a servant of the 

Vizier’s is to be recompensed, not according to his master’s estimate of the 

man’s fidelity towards him, but according to our appreciation of his services 

towards us; services which might have been repugnant to the feelings and 

interests of that master. 


Revived as those clainis were immediately on the accession of the present 
Vizier, they bore rather the semblance of conditions tmposed upon him. Now 
although a legitimate advertence to our own position entitled us to secure to 
Refaut-ood-Dowlah the peaceable occupation of the musnud, it behoves 
us to shew that we did net take that step for the purpose of achieving 
petty ends, and in propo:tiun to the magnitude of the obligation conferred on 
that Prince, his Lordship would be delicate as to every measure which might 
ostensibly detract from his independence with regard to internal Government. 


His Lordship had occasion, not many months ago, to convey to the Govern- 
ment of Fort St. George instructions for the guidance of the Resident at Mysore 
in his intercourse with the Rajah. Although the circumstances are not the same, 
yet the general principle intended to be enforced by those instructions appears 
to be so applicable to your situation at Lucknow, that his Lordship has desired 
me to send you the enclosed paragraphs, and to recommend them to your 
earnest and deliberate attention. 


The dignity of our own character, our good faith with regaidto the unam- 
biguous spirit of the treaty, and in no lesser degree our wisest policy, require, 
in his Lordship’s judgment, that the Vizier should be left free from a counsel 
which must savour of dictation (especially in domestic concerns), unless when 
some object really essential may demand our intervention. What has just 
been stated refers to our future relations with the Vizier; for in all that was 
requisite for establishing the government of Refaut-ood-Dowlah, it was indispen- 
sable that you should take the decision on yourself. 


That the Vizier should, in his present circumstances, spontaneously and 
unfeignedly wish to yield himself to your ability and experience, his Lordship 
cannot doubt; but ic is to preserve that wish in him hereafter that we must 
labour. A coyness as to offering advice will be found by you the surest mode 
of obtaining the Vizier’s confidential recurrence to you on every important 
occasion. There is a great distinction between that resort to one’s opinion 
which is only made from formal deference, and that application to one’s judg- 
ment which springs from a conviction of one’s «lisinterestedness. The latter, 
devoid of the secret reservation which must attend the former, becomes a habit, 
and ensures willing acquiescence in every sentiment one would wish should be 
adopted. yaa " 

Sis TI remain, &c. 
am ) (Signed) J. Anan. 
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To J. Adam, Esq., &c. &c. &c. 
My dear Sir : 

Till I read the letter from Major Baillie transmitted by you, the existence. 
of such a man as Gocul Chund was unknown to me. Little as I could inja. 
gine that any officer in my military suite could have intercourse with a person 
of that description, I still thought it necessary to question the gentlemen, who 
all disavow their knowledge not only of him but of any other attendant on the 
fleet not actually attached to the boats. Such of the civil i as I am in 
the habit of seeing frequently have similarly been questioned by me and make 
the same answer. But had the case been that any of those individuals had 
been intimate with Gocul Chund, no suspicion could have rested on any one 
of them; because to no person whatever now with the fleet, except Mr. 
Ricketts and yourself, have I ever in the remotest manner mentioned the 
affairs of Oude. At Calcutta, the Members of Council alone knew my opinion. 
It is a subject which I could not have the most distant notion of discussing 
in any other manner than officially : the quotation, therefore, of my sentiments 
imputed to.Gocul Chund is sheer extravagance. Now I will express to you 
frankly my conviction, that Major Baillic has not himself believed one word of 
the story. He has been spurring a free horse rather too hard. He finds the 
Nawaub at length tired of going at such a rate, especially when the incessant 
objections of interested persons throw doubt on the oem of the measure, 
and he wishes to accredit any other reason for the Nawaub’s present delays 
than his own want of tact in driving the man too sharply 


My opinions on the head of reform are on record in the letters addressed by 
me to the late Nawaub Vizier, and they are so explicitly stated, that the 
copies of those letters transmitted to the Resident can leave nothing doubtful 
on the subject. I believed, as I still believe, a reform in the administration of 
the revenues of Oude to be necessary. I had found a specific plan recom- 
mended to the Vizier by my predecessor. Of the real applicability of that 
plan to the country I could form no judgment; therefore I rested on the local 
knowledge of those by whom the plan was framed, and I urged the adoption 
of that specific reform as a system which had been found practically the best 
in our territorics. We were not entitled, however, to dictate (a distinction 
which Major Baillie seems never to comprehend), but to advise ; so that were 
there in that particular plan any thing humiliating to the personal feelings of 
the Vizier, it would be a gross violation of the precise terms and obvious good 
faith of the treaty, were we to subject the Vizier to it. I thence addressed to 
the Vizier a letter of'a tenor to bring that question to a point, professing that, 
although the specific plan of reform had been recommended as the best which 
our own experience could enable us to offer, I did not wish to press it, if it 
contained any thing which the Vizier regarded as injurious to his dignity ; 
and I requested he would, in that event, consult the Resident, and fashion a 
plan which might be more palatable to himself. All I required was that the 
plan should be efficient, warning the Vizier that it was his interest to make it 
so, it being my determination that the British troops should not be employed 
in supporting rapacity or oppression. This exposition appears to me strangely 
superfluous ; yet since Major Baillie appeals to you for my opinion respecting 
the reform, I have thought it right to recapitulate the principle on which I 
have acted, and to state that it is the principle on which | mean to act. 


Major Baillie, with an oblique indication of the necessity for his exerting 4 
stronger degree of influence over the Vizier, hints at the possibility of his own 
relinquishment of the station when his successor may find it indispensable to 
exercise a more efficacious control over the Vizier’s conduct. You may assure 
Major Baillie that I will not countenance in any other man, more than I would 
in him, the attempt to hold the Vizier in a state of subjugation. The behaviour 
of the Nawaub Vizier might become such as virtually to dissolve the existing 


treaties, and to place him in a situation where nothin ~ ~ We pant 
mence and security, as contrasted with the interests ” _ a Ste 
come into contemplation. In that possible (th “ 


suncture, another species of corrective thar 
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must be enforced ; but as long as our relations with Oude shall continue on 
their present footing, I must consider the humanity, the justice, and the honour 
of the British Government strictly bound to preserve to the Nawaub Vizier 
that essential independence of internal administration and. that respectability, 
which were secured to him by the pledge of British faith, when he surrendered. 


the whole of his dominions to be modelled at our pleasure. 
I have, &c. 
16th September 1814. (Signed) Moira. 


To J. Baillic, Esq., Resident at Lucknow. 


Dear Baillie : 

Lord Moira has desired me to transmit to you the enclosed Persian 
aper, which was sent to his Lordship in a mysterious way by the circuitous 
Ak of Moradabad. ‘The paper is so scurrilous and calumnious, that his 

Lordship was inclined to save you from the aunoyance and trouble of’ reading 
it; but, on the whole, he has conceived it to be better that you should be 
informed of what was thus brought to his notice, with a view to keep nothing 
eoncealed from you, and to enable you, if necessary, to trace the author. It 
professes to give an account of the present state of affairs at Lucknow, but 
which his Lordship is satisfied is totally unfounded in every point. There are, 
however, two or three alleged facts advanced, on which his Lordship would be 
glad to receive information from you, vis., respecting the birth, parentage, and 
education of Agha Meer, and his declared total incapacity tor public business ; 
respecting the person appointed collector or Aumil of the district of Lucknow, 
as it is impossible to suppose that a child could ever have been nominated to 
that situation, in the manner asserted ; and respecting the person who conducts 
the duties of Aumil of Soaree, and the alleged alienation of a part of that 
pergunnah in Mokurreree in favour of Ulee Nuckec. 


Yonr’s, &a, 
Futtygurh, (Signed) (. M. Ricker rs. 
6th June 1815. 





Enclosure. 

Two things are requested of the gentlemen of illustrious dignity into whose 
hands the recital of our calamitics may fall, first, that they will be kind enough 
to read the whole through carefully, and not be out of temper or displeased on 
account ofits length; secondly, that for the sake of God and the Prophet 
Jesus, they will be careful and observant, that when it may be translated into 
the English language for the information of the Governor-General, the import 
of a single word or construction may not be overlooked, as the ruin of the 
complainants may be the consequence, and in that case on the day of judgment 
the hand of the sufferers of the city of Lucknow will be on the garment of the 
translator (in demand of retribution); but let all the gentlemen study to 
ascertain exactly the true meaning of the whole, and they will reccive of God 
an ample recompense. 


It not having been thought proper to send this by Lucknow Dak, through 
fear of Ulee Nuckee; it has, accordingly, been forwarded by a distant Dak. 
(It came vid Moradabad.) 


Recital of the Sufferings of the distressed Citizens of Luchnow, for the Inforna- 
tion of His Excellency the Earl of Moira, Governor-General. 
Distich. 


“© He is a friend who tells the faults of his friend, and brings them present 
“* before him as in a looking-glass.”’ 


The write has been for some time the faithful scivant of the Com- 
pany’s aur. ment, nor can his heart bear to see contempt of the 
officers. -- ~yernment become the by-word of all classes ; but 
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Enclosures nm more especially is he indignant at the disrepute of'so great a chieftain as that 
Bengal Political peer, son of a peer, descendant of pecrs, that noble son of a noble, descendant 
setters, of nobles, the most noble of lords, the Nawaub Governor-General Lord 

30 Mur. 1816. : : ; . a 
on Moira Behauder (may his glory increase), the rumour of whose arrival has for 
Emtosesin a long time raised hopes in the inhabitants of Hindoostan that they would 
Governor-Gen als obtain, through his means, every kind of retribution, justice, and prosperity, 
: Plane 5, Inthe days when, by the good fortune of this devoted, his Lordship arrived at 
"the city of Lucknow, he found the nobles of the city weeping and the poor of 
the city lamenting ; and were the reason of this to be asked, the whole of the 
inhabitants of the city would answer with one voice in complaints against the 
Resident, and regret at the want of attention in such a Governor-General. In 
the judgment of your slave, that the Governor-General has not done justice ; 
that he has not paid sufficient attention to the sufferings of the inhabitants of 
the city; that he has given power in all affairs to the Resident ; and to such a 
Resident, who placing his sense of justice and of honour upon the shelf, and 
falling into the lusts of the brittle things of this world, has given himself into 
the hands of lis Moonshee, Ulee Nuckee Khan, a man whose character is about 
to be set forth at length. ‘That the Governor-Gencral has done all this, is 
stamping in the page of history his own name as the source of all our sufferings. 
Does he not tear that the reputation of so illustrious a Governor, whose 
conduct and principles are celebrated and current over the seven climates 
whole world), from Evan and Tooran even to Rami (Constantinople) and 
hina, and which isin the habits of intercourse with all the kings of the earth, 
more especially in the time of so merciful and just a Governor, will be affected 
by our complaints. It cannot, therefore, be from any cause but a want of a 
proper information on the subject, that all this has been suffered to occur ; 
nor can I understand upon what principle other illustrious gentlemen should 
have sacrificed the cause of justice to their personal regard for the Resident, 
notwithstanding our loud and incessant cries for retribution, and should not 
have brought the sufferings of this city to the notice of the Governor-General. 
I, an individual, now propose to bring them forward ; and I entertain a confi- 
dent hope that, agreeably to that innate regard for justice which is the charac- 
teristic of the English nation, and which has procured for them this extent of 
dominion, some gentlemen will, from a disinterested public spirit, inypress the 
whole of this subject in all its bearings upon the particular notice of the said 
Governor of exalted dignity, and they will obtain a reward in this world and 
the next, both for themselves and for him who has from pure disinterested 

motives taken the trouble to draw up this paper. 


The source of all our distress can only be traced to the coming amongst us 
of the dregs of Hindoostan, street wanderers and beggars, strangers to the 
principles of government, and to their being brought to the head of affairs; 
but more immediately is it to be traced to the blindness which appears to 
exist to the crooked policy of the Resident, which has raised such men 
to power, and brought ruin on the people of God. The neglect of the 
Governor-General when at this city has given additional confidence to these 
upstarts; and how can it be otherwise? but if such oppression ‘is openly 
practised even when the Governor-General is in the neighbourhood, God only 
can tell what will happen when the Governor-General may be obliged to 
return to Calcutta, and with what injuries thesc upstarts will not then visit us. 
My sincere and faithful heart, on perceiving the sufferings of the inhabitants 
of this city, and becoming convinced that the blame which has attached 
to so great a Governor-General on their account is purcly attributable to the 
wiles of the Resident, is desirous of giving information of the real state of the 
case. And of a truth, now that the Governor-General will have been in- 
formed of all, his sense of justice will leave him no choice but to visit the 
oppressors with befitting retribution. | 


’ Distich. 
“ I tell you what it is the condition of speech that I should make known 
“ (viz. truth). At hearing it (it remains with you) e*° *~ 4’ sake: offence 
“ or advice.”’ ‘ ; . rhe 
* dh ~ he 
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The detail of what I have to represent is as follows - b nelasnien jn 
. . . Bengal Politvat 
In the time of Lord Minto, the late Nawaub Saadut Alee Khan was much Letter, 


grieved and distressed at the oppressions committed by the Resident under 30 Mar. 1816. 
‘the support of Mr. Edmonstone. This is known to every gentleman and to 7 
the world at large, and these vexations were bringing him near his end, when Herein: eae 
he was sustained for a short time by hearing of the intention of Lord Moira Minute, 
to visit Lucknow in person ; but of a sudden, from the changeable revolutions —* /'«*. #856. 
of heaven, the measure of the life of that traveller on the road to eternity 
became full to the brim with the mortal poison of death, and on the #2d 
of Rujeeb, 1229 of the Hijjuree, notwithstanding that his heart was full 
of a thousand hopes, his former vexations so bore him down, that he made the 
clay tenement of his existence a house of mourning (that is he died). It was 
an act which calls-for justice, that on the death of so illustrious a Vizier, 
neither the Resident nor any of the English gentlemen attended the bier of 
the deceased or performed the dues of mourning. Beyond this would have 
been hypocrisy ; but the Resident finding he was nearer his object in con- 
sequence, with every appearance of joy and conviviality, in the very place 
where the coffin of the deceased was lying, ate his breakfast and drank his 
tea, and in another the Nawaub Ghazee-ood-Deen Hyder Khan, next heir to 
the deceased, was seated on the musnud of the Vezarut. At this very time the 
Resident, by means of Agha Meer, now-called Moatumud-ood-Dowlah, and 
through the mediation of Ulee Nuckee his Moonshce, plundered lacs of rupees 
in money and goods, and he also took the opportunity to open a drawer of the table 
and got possession of the book which had been prepared by the deceased Vizier 
containing all the crimes of the Resident, in order that they might be laid open 
to the Governor-General or*his arrival. The Nawaub Ghazec-ood-Deen Hyder 
Khan having perceived that his father’s affairs had been ruined by the hands 
of the same Resident, was most fearful for himself from a continuation of the 
same injurious conduct: He therefore put up with all that was going on 
from helplessness; but as the reported approach of the Governor-General 
gave him strength and -onfidence, he was induced to open his mind to him 
at Cawnpore and at Lucknow. All his accusations, however, came to nothing, 
At that time, on the very night of onc of the communications, Moonshee 
Ulee Nukee sent for Agha Meer and said to him: “ Now is your time, you 
““ may now get the neabut from the favour of the Resident, and you will 
“ also place him under infinite obligations: you will not have such another 
‘‘ opportunity. You have only to do what the Resident now bids you. Go, 
“‘ then, to the Vizier, and say to him, ‘ You are a fool and out of your senses. 
« ¢ You have acted very wrong in bringing accusations against the Resident. 
« ¢ Do you not know that it is in the regulations of the English Government 
‘ * that the Council should remove any one that accuses the Resident, for it 
“ ¢is a breach of the treaty, insomuch that the Vizier Ulee was put off the 
« <musnud for this very fault in having brought complaints against Mr. 
« ¢ Resident Lumsden. The Gonensetieeed has now determined to seat 
«« «Shums-ood-Dowlah upon the musnud, and has written to Council on the 
“ * subject, and the Council are in the Resident’s interest, of which thetr 
* ‘support in the time of the late Vizier is sufficicut proof’ Agha Mecr 
and Ulee Nuckee having before been on good tems, and indeed hike tather 
and son, Agha Meer was persuaded by the Moonsher, and went and teld the 
Vizier just what he had been directed. The Vizier was disturbed and notin 
his right senses, so he believed it all. Agha Meer and Ulee Nuckee itn- 
mediately mounted au elephant together and went stratght to Geebr epocr, 
where the Resident was, and making him acquainted with ail the cuecuin- 
stances prepared a draft of a razee-namah, to the tenor of which a deed was 
to be brought in the writing of the Vizier. Agha Mcer accordingly returned 
to the Vizier’s presence, and having caused the deed to be written in the 
prescribed frm according to the draft, carried it to the Resident, and it was 
ry, his adviee and that of Ulee Nuckee that Captain Mcl.cod and the cther 
nglish gentiemen wre caused to be turned out with disgrace and ignominy, 
and wene ijled ~"-4 to give back even any little articles which the late 
Naw-: “tt them with in token of his.favouc towards.them, and 
oN. a that 
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that too in a most disreputable manner, to the scandal and disgust of all, 
whether noble or otherwise. Agha Meer and Ulee Nuckee boasted of this 
aloud in public, saying ‘* Look how degraded and debased I have rendered 
“ the English, even when the Governor-General is on the spot ; and had the 
« Vizicr delayed one instant signing the razee-namah, you would have seen ° 
“ him in the state that Vizer Ulee is now. You see that the Governor- 
«« General has no help for it but to be guided by the Resident’s judgment.”’ 
On hearing this from Ulee Nuckee, every thing appeared to be the reverse of 
the usual principles of English Ciovernment (and no one believed it at the 
time); until at last, as was promised by the Moonshec, Agha Meer was in- 
vested with the neibut, and the Governor-General took his departure 
towards the west. In this plan it is necessary that the observer of the state 
of this ruined neabut, and of those who are connected with it, should bear 
at the same time the Governor-Gencral’s excellent qualitics in constant 
recollection. 


The badness of the Resident’s administration, and the want of attention on 
the part of the Governor-General, has been the support of all this confusion : 
Hence have the sufferings of the people of God, the mismanagement of the 
affairs of the Vezarut, and the squandering of treasure and property collected with 
the labour and care of years, become the talk of the intelligent of all countries. 
Be it known, that Agha Mcer (now called Moatumud-ood Dowlah Mookhtaur- 
ool- Moolk Syyud Mohummud Khan Behauder Zeighum Jung) is the son of Mo- 
hummud Nuckce: The same Mohummud Nuckee who was for years a beggar in 
the streets of Lucknow; and when the nobles of the country used to distribute 
alms, this Mohummud Nuckee would rush forward importunately before the rest 
of the Fakeers to seize his pittance, and for every pice he would be turbulent 
and noisy and would be every where thumped and kicked: the people of 
Vucknow have seen this with their own eyes. It is not to be supposed that a 
man in such a situation could have the means of marrying; but be a man a 
Fakecr, he is not on that account without the lusts of the flesh, so the said 
Mohummud Nuckce took to himself a wretched woman of no character, who 
lived by begging here and there a few fuloos. As it happened a daughter 
was born from this said woman to some man with whom she had before had 
connection, such a child as they call in Persian a madur huloo; and after 
some months more another child was born of her to Mohummud Nuckee, and 
that was this Agha Meer. The knowing ones differ on this point : some say 
Mohummud is the undisputed father, others again that the real father is un- 
known ; but there is no doubt the child was born while the mother was in the 
heeping of Mohummud Nuckee. In short, until the auspicious age of Agha 
Meer reached the period of fifteen years he was a wanderer in the streets, and 
attached himself to the class of labourers employed in building and repairing 
houses for men of substance. At the time when the Vezarut of Asuf-ood- 
Dowlah descended to his son Saadut Alee Khan, Ghazee-ood-Deen Hyder 
Khan Behauder came with his father from Benares, and took up his residence 
in Muhtab Bagh, in the palace built by Asuf-ood-Dowlah deceased, enjoying 
the almonership to the Svyuds in distress, as is customary in this Govern- 
ment for the heir appareut. A man named Merza Hyder Dlee of Lucknow, 
taking compassion on the apparent distress of Mohummud Nuckcee, the father 
of this Agha Meer, assigned for his maintenance a pension of five rupees per 
month out of the fund for distressed Syyuds; and since he was himself very 
old, this Agha Meer, his son, used to come to the present Vizier, then heir 
apparent, to receive his father’s pension of five rupees. By degrees he got 
himself enrolled amongst the Khidmutgars ; and from this may be traced his 
rise and present clevation. In course of time the treasuries which for ages 
this Government had been employed in filling became entrusted to the Prince 
Ghazee-ood-Deen Hyder. Agha Meer kept the keys of the treasuries 
for his master, and embezzling the treasure secretly diverted the public 
resources of the State to his own private expenses, giving a pert to Ulec 
Nuckce the Moonshee, in the hope of winning over ts " © ' ~* ‘py this 
means. Now the Nawaub Ghazee-ood-Den Flyde- nud 


uf the Vezarut, and as Agha Mcer had before been ° est 
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terms with Ulee Nuckee, particularly in the course of the embezzlement 
above-mentioned, they now also are in such way in league together that they 
preserve the good-will and confidence of the Resident, as has indecd before 
_been hinted. Besides all this, since the present Vizier was foiled in his wishes, 
Agha Meer having obtained the neabut by the Resident’s means for huving 
brought the razee-namah with the Vizier’s scal, and having been invested with 
the khillat of the situation, uow rules with arbitrary power in the affairs of the 
Vezarut. But those who are about the durbar inthe present times see enough 
to convince them that Ulee Nuckee Moonshee is in truth the absolute master 
of all, and has the power of loosing and binding in all affairs, whether gencral 
or particular. Agha Meer, notwithstanding his ostensible nedibut, spends 
every day at the house of the Moonshee and docs nothing without consulting 
him. In return, the Moonshee goes to the honse of Agha Meer, and enjoys 
with him the entertainment of nautching, &c. Hundreds of acts of oppression, 
however, are daily committed by Agha Meer in the course of his transaction 
of business. A few cxamplcs shall be stated. First, he has caused to be dug 
up the houses of hundreds of persons, noble and otherwise, that the materials 
may be employed in building a palace for himself. The furniture of these 
houscs is left a prey to all the loochas of the city, and not a rupee is paid for 
any thing. ‘Lhe poor, whose houses he has destroyed, have been thrown upon 
the world in their wretchedness. Also by means of Roshun Ulee (son of that 
Madur Huloo, daughter of the mother of Agha Mecr, who is now known as 
his sister), under pretence of mending and making roads, he has knocked down 
thousands of houses, aud many of the muhls (wards) of the city of Lucknow 
have been deserted in consequence. Agha Meer himself spends his nights and 
days in drinking and in the company of womeu of the bazar. The administra- 
tion of affairs exhibits symptoms of this. The land revenues of the Vizier’s Go- 
vernment amount to one crore and f ity lacs of rupees; but though the year is 
approaching its end, one-fourth of this amount has not been collected, neither 
is there any one who looks to the scttlement of the country or to the accounts 
of the revenue. But what excites yet greater wonder and scandal is, that in 
the house of Agha Mczr, which is contiguous to that of the Resident, you hear 
nothing all day butthesound of thedrumand the voices of singers from the bazar, 
with the rioting of the loochas of the city, the friends and companions of Agha 
Meer ; and the Resident, notwithstanding that he has delicate nerves, as indeed 
is usual with the English, encourages this riot. Indeed Ulee Nuckee, though 
seventy years of age, isa party in the dcbauches. ‘The disrepute and scandal 
attending such transactions are not unknown to men of undertaking. Ten 
thousand ritpees a month is the private salary of Agha Mcer; what further he 
requires he takes from the public treasury of the government without restraint, 
and applies to his own purposes. Jn these days some lacs of rupees and many 
strings of pearls, besides other jewels and wearing apparel, have becn embez- 
zled from the public treasuries of the Vezarut ; and one day, when he was called 
to account for this by the Vizier, he said it was necessary for the proper 
management of affairs that he should keep these things by him; and although 
the Vizier is aware that Agha Mcer divides the whole with Ulee Nuckee, still 
he is obliged to remain silent and wink at it, through fear of the Resident and 
from want of attention in the Governor-General, as before experienced. From 
pure helplessness, being reduced to the situation of one out of his senses and 
without a will of his own, the Vizier has taken to cating bong night and day, 
thus verifying the moral of this stanza: 


« Oh king! from so much wine, what fruit can be expected ? 
‘¢ From such infinite drunkenness what fruit can be expected ? 
« The king is drunk, the world is ruined, 

« Fools surround him on every side: 

‘ From such confusion what fruit can be expected ?”’ 


The} A ‘ale territories of the Vezarut have been divided into six Zillahs. The 


first, th: ‘*”- — ¥y, the jumma of which has been fixed at thirty lacs of 


rupees, i son of Agha Meer, has been selected to make the 
11 Y collections 
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collections of it, the age of the said collector being at the present moment 
two years. He is the son ofa prostitute by profession, and it is by no means 
certain that Agha Meer is his real father, as she is a woman of the bazar and 
has never been married to him. Agha Alee, the said collector, is still at the 
breast, and cannot distinguish between his mother’s milk and the salary of’ 
2,000 rupees assigned for his maintenance. Weigh this in your mind, ye of 
acute perception. The second Zillah is Sandee and the district of Shah Rah, &c, 
with the jumma or assessment of thirty-five lacs of rupees. This the Resident 
has assigned to his own Moonshee for his personal benefit. The nominal 
collector of it, Kootub-ood-decn, the Moonshee’s nephew, never in the course of 
his life had more than thirty rupees per month allowed him by Ulee Nuckee ; 
but now that every thing belonged to the Vezarut is exposed to every sort of 
plunder, and the said nephew nominally is allowed a salary of 2,000 rupees, 
besides ten per cent. on the collections of the Zillah, he gets for his personal 
salary and emoluments 100 rupees a month and no more: the rest is all 
enjoyed by Moonshee Ulee Nuckee, under the countenance and support of the 
Resident himself. The oppressions also which the Moonshee has committed 
on the Chowdries of Sandee, and the circumstances of his knocking down all 
their houses, are well known to the officers of the Governor-General. The 
object of my representation is this: that alas! the Vezarut, with all its splendour, 
high reputation, and with such stores of treasure, should come to ruin in the 
time of so noble a Governor-Gencral ; that the sufferers of the city should 
experience misery and oppression and no one listen to their cries. 


‘“ How can you hear the cries of supplicants for redress: you have dropt 
“ towards the universe the bed-curtains of sleep. Sleep so that the cry of 
‘¢ distress may reach your ears, whenever it may be raised by a supplicant for 
cc ice.”? 

justice. 


The circumstances under which Dhoomee Beg, the Cutwal, poisoned 
himself through dread of Agha Meer, the confiscation of his house and property 
without any legal right, to the ruin of all his heirs and relicts, who have indeed 
been since imprisoned, all which has been done by Agha Meer without an 
interference of the Resident to procure justice: God knows upon whose neck 
will be the weight of these crimes. 


This humble supplicant has a question to put to the Resident, to which I call 
upon him, in the name of God and the Prophet Jesus, to give a just and true 
answer: whether the appointment of Agha Meer to theneabut, and the fixing of 
his salary at 10,000 rupees a month, besides what he embezzles from the public 
treasuries and the bribes he extorts from the people of the city by threats of 
knocking down their houses; whether the appointment of his son and infant to 
the collectorship with a salary of 2,000 rupees; whether the placing so low 
a character over the heads ofall the nobles of the city and giving him authority 
over them, is not bringing ruin upon the country and confusion into all the 
affairs of the Vezarut? What other consequence can iesult from it, but that 
the house of the late Vizier will be plundered and the people of Hindoostan 
subjected to degradation and ignominy, while your family and fortunes and 
those of your Moonshee are enriched from the spoils? ‘This I ask of the 
Resident and of the Governor-General, whose glory and splendour are so 
transcendent. I ask him how he can rest contented when his repntation is 
taxed with all this? Although the Governor-General is no way a sharer in 
the stain of those advantages which the Resident obtains, but on the contrary 
is more disinterested, magnanimous, and SE than any Governor-General 
who yet has come to Hindoostan, still why does he subjcct himself to the impu- 
tation of palpable neglect, and act entirely on the Resident’s representations ? 
For God’s sake let him cause them to be investigated and confirmed i} 
gentleman who has some sense of religion and justice; and since Seg! 
shaud, the Ukhbar Navees, has the orders of the Resident not torepoggiew 
they actually are, should any credit attach to the represer ) 
this, let a man be sent privately, and one entitled + 
affairs of the city asthey are,so that its state ofr” 
known, as well as all the unworthy acts of / 1 his 
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keeping company with all the loochas of the bazar, his going about the streets 
on foot and giving gross abuse to all the chiefs and most respectable men of the 
city, complaint of which being made to the Resident he forbad its being noticed 
in the Ukhbars, lest it should reach the ears of the Governor-General. For all 
this every one knows how much the Resident is abused and complained against. 
How excellent is that saying :—* Let not the crown and throne adorn every 
«one. There needs but one king of auspicious fortune, on whom the shadow 
‘of the Almighty may have fallen, and whose conversation may not be 
‘“‘ without wisdom.” 


Now, however, it has been given out that this Naib, with all this weight of 
infamy, of dishonour, and of oppression upon him, is about to go to the presence 
of the Governor-General, through the management of the Resident, and he is 
accordingly making further embezzlements from the public treasury on the 
plea of its being necessary to prepare for his appearance in due an Ha 
and in this, also, is he assisted and countenanced by the Resident, who wishes 
him to make an appearance equal to that of Hyder Beg Khan when he went to 
meet the Governor-General Marquess Cornwallis, and he himself expects to 
obtain equal honour, and to have his jagier confirmed in the same manner. 
He has several objects in this mission. First, to get the neabut in perpetuity 
and complete independence; second, the assignment of jagiers; third, to 
secure the continuance of Ulee Nuckee’s concern in the Government, let who 
will be appointed Resident ; fourth, that he may at least secure his continuance 
until the Resident may resign his situation. These are the Naib’s objects in 
going to Futtygurh. But it is requested of the Governor-General, in the 
name of God, that he will not suffer the arfairs of the hills to occupy his atten- 
tion so much as to keep ali other affairs from his mind. But it is in justice 
necessary that he should not act implicitly on the representations of the 
Resident, to the sacrifice of his own innate judgment. Let him observe how 
base is the Naib of the Vezarut, and from what parents he is descended ; 
that he was brought up in beggary, and though now raised to the high dignity 
of the neabut, his innete baseness shows itself in all his actions. ‘To raise to 
an equality with the nobles of Hindoostan, and to place in authority over 
them a low fellow who used to feel constantly the smart of the blows and 
slippers of the Vizier, (insomuch that this was the usual treatment he met 
with), is to give offence and disgust to all the really noble, and to subject all 
that immense wealth, which is the property of the community, to the profligate 
waste of so low a fellow, without any pretensions from former services, 
or present qualifications. On what principles can this be justified? Lastly, 
this Naib and Moonshee Ulee Nuckee, who has become, as it were, a tender 
father to the Naib, said in public durbar, that the Governor-General had need 
of much money on account of the hill war at present waging. ‘ Whatever 
“ he may need I will furnish him from the Vezarut treasury : and though the 
‘ fortunes of the Vezarut should be ruined, I will nevertheless have what I 
‘¢ want, so that I may secure the Resident in my favour; and as he is so, the 
«¢ Governor-General must necessarily come into my views, nor could there be 
‘* for me a more propitious moment than the present.”’ Alas! that so low a fellow 
should sit with such a Governor-General on a footing of equality; that 
he should talk so sillily, and other Sahebs of high spirit should bear it, 
and prevent true reports of all from reaching the Governor-General’s ears. 


This is asketch of the present state of the neabut. Listen a little to an. 
account of the Naib’s conncctions, for on no side are agents of oppression 
wanting. The chief of them is Roshun or Buwahr Ulee, son of that Madur Hu- 
loo, daughter of the mother of Agha Meer, born in the house of Mohummud 
Nuckee. This Roshun Ulee availing himself of the power and influence 
of hie oa uncle, commits all kinds of oppressions in the city and de- 


stiéys houses that have stood for hundreds of years, the property of the nobles 
and othr ~ ~ “9 city. This man goes amongst the people by the title of 
Turuk: ‘mar-ool-Moolk Boom Jung (viz. the Suruk of the State, 
“he jw ~dom, the owl of war). At last, however, the 
Yi “ped by an order from the Vizier! after an 
i. stuck up, by which means they at last 
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reached his cars. Not however till he had taken thousands of rupees in 
bribes, and lic then took credit to himself for having procured the suspension 
of his duings. This man has dealings night and day with the women of the 
bazar, and even goes to their houses. Another of the Naib’s people is one 
Usud Ulee, whose father used to kcep a perfumer’s shop at Jounpore; he 
is of the Kimdhu tribe, and Jett Jounpore about twenty years ago to become 
a street wanderer at Lucknow. For some time, indeed, he practised his 
villainies in the adawlut of Lucknow as Vakcel but was turned out by the late 
Vizier, who was satisfied of his unfitness and misconduct. Now, under the 
support of Moatumud-ood-Dowlah, whose power is absolute in the courts, he 
has got himsclf called judge, and avails himself of the situation to plunder the 
city. Ie abuses grossly, even to their faces, Moolvee Juhoor Ollah, Moolvee 
Wullee, and the other members of the Court, who are of respectable families ; 


nor docs any one dare to open his mouth (in their favour) through fear of 


the Resident Behauder. There is also one Ruhmut Ulee, formerly a Mohurrer 
of the dewannee court of Lucknow, but turned out for misconduct by the 
late Nawaub Vizier, who has been appointed Mooftie in these times by the said 
Usud Ulee, though neither a man of learning nor descended of men of learn. 
ing. Alas! for these times, that such is the state of the Vezarut! that such is 
the way with the Governor-Gcneral’s glory! that such is the admirable charac. 
ter of the Resident for integrity and trustworthiness! But how can Kulpee 
escape from ruin, when Mullan Muddun (the saint) keeps a ginshop (applied 
apparently to the Resident). 


The whole of the umlah are of the same description as the above, that is, 
all those who have obtained their situations, through the Naib and Moonshee 
Ulee Nuckee. Since they have conic into power, in the affairs of the Vezarut, 
only Joochas and street-wanderers have been promoted. Jct the Governor. 
General send for them and judge of them by trial in his own prescnce, when 
the sincerity of this communication will be appreciated. The head and leader 
of all this confusion, the chief of this band of ragamuffins, is that Ulee Nuckee, 
who by the countenance and suppoit of the Resident has set all this in motion. 
The title with which he has been honoured is Mussulleh-ood-Dowlah. The 
translator of which has only to insert a few nooktas (points) when the real 
impert of his name will be discovered. 


This humble suppliant has 1epresented these things at so much length, in 
order that the gentlemen of just principles may gather from the whole some 
slight idea of what is passing. ‘he said Moonshee was for a long time ina 
state of distress, but by playing the game of cunning and deceit, in which he 
is of a truth most expert, he has been brought by the revolutions of fortune to 
a pitch whence every thing is at his beck. ‘Lhe Resident has confided every 
thing to him, insomuch that. those people of respectability and high family 
who were before acquainted with the Resident and enjoyed his friendship and 
counsel, have lately been kept away by the unworthy conduct of the Moonshees 
into whose hands the whole authority of the Vezarut has descended. is 
obtaining the whole Zillah of Sandce, with its settlement of thirty-five lacs of 
rupees, has before been mentioned: of this he has taken off four hundred 
villages and got himself an istemrarie tenure, at a jumma much below the rate 
of former years, causing himself to be acknowledged Zemindar of this tract, 
and he has turned out those he found in found in possession and pulled down 


their houses. ‘This man has reached the venerable age of seventy years, not- 


withstanding which he has lately seized and enjoyed by force a young girl of 
the labouring class, daughter of a Bildar, who had come to Lucknow for 
employment.” The father and mother of the girl went to the Resident to 
complain, but the Resident said nothing to the Moonshec, but ordered the 
complainants to be turned out. What* power would the Nawaub Vizier have 
to grant redress? He dare not breathe through fear of the Resident. The 
Moonshee has also knocked down hundreds of houses contiguous ” we own, 
ae ’ in 
,  fipenteen or 

‘9 

\ 


* A petition to this effect has been received. The girl is alle ; 
imnpro- 


cighteen ycars old, and to work publicly in the streets. The stor 
bable. y 
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in order to make, use of the materials in enlarging it; and notwithstanding Beneal Polltea 


that all these houses are close to the Residency, (nothing is said to him). In pe 
short, it only remains for the Governor-General to exercise his sound judgment —_ 30 Mar. 1816. 
and high authority, to ascertain the fitness of the Naib, and to redress the —— 
wrongs he has committed ; and since the Governor-General has giver over to Pehcsckscag ce aa 
such people unbridled authority, and with his eyes open taken upon himself all Minute, 
the ill repute which attaches to such conduct, the inhabitants of the city of 3 Feb 1816. 
Lucknow have been able to account for it in no way but by attributing it all 

to the wiles of the Resident. First, the Resident causes the Vizier to under- 

stand, that if he does the slightest thing contrary to his wishes he will have 
Shums-ood-Dowlah raised to the musnud in his room. Then he says to Agha 

Meer, “* Were you not at Khidmutgar before I raised you to the rank you 

*¢ now hold ? In the event of any opposition I will again reduce you to your 

‘* original state.” Then he writes to the Governor-General that the Vizier is 

a fool, and if affairs go on well it is only through the management of Agha 

Meer assisted by Moonshee Ulee Nuckee, both of whom are devoted to the 

English Government. (He writes also) That the Vizier is not displeased at any 

thing that passes. In short, there has been a wonderful exhibition of juggling 

and slight-of-hand tricks. 


Since the Governor-General has been made acquainted with all this chicanery, 
and still out of regard for the Resident does not exercise his own judgment in the 
discrimination of the true from the false, he has on that account incurred the 
imputation of neglect amongst the people of this Government. Your slave, 
who is the sincere well-wisher (of the English Government), has forwarded this 
representation, after verifying every thing he has stated by enquiries amongst 
those who have access to the Resident’s office and from the Vizier’s private 
companions ; and he affirms that the Vizier holds Agha Meer in complete 
detestation as well as the Resident’s pride, and that though he did express 
something of the sort to tle Governor-General, that nevertheless he had no 
real desire that the Englisu gentlemen should be turned out; but they were so, 
and he dares not open his mouth through fear of Shums-ood-Dowlah’s being 
placed on the musnud in his room. He however is, night and day, sighing 
and weeping at the ruin that has come upon his family and fortunes, and at the 
tyranny exercised on the people of the city by their oppressors. He passes 
every day in fear and trembling for his own honour, much less has he the 
means of affording redress. If you do not give us redress, the day of universal 
retribution will come. The dominions of the Vezarut are subject to the con- 
trol of the Governor-General; why then has he placed in authority those 
few (pajees) low fellows, and why doves he suffer the public wealth to be thus 
wasted ? Let him take the’country under his own dominion; the Vizier could not 
say a word in opposition: but if, as is more agreeable to the principles of 
English government and to justice, it be thought more proper to observe trea- 
ties and keep promises, in such case, it cannot be just to suffer the fortunes of 
the Vezarut to go to ruin in this manner, and that too in the time of so just a 
Government, or that, the treasure which has been years in accumulating, should 
thus be wasted. It is, of a truth, all your own; but it is far from good 
policy or wisdom, to suffer yourself and the other gentlemen of high dignity to 
fall under the reproach of neglect and inattention. The writer of this is alto- 
gether free from all connection with the affairs of this Government, and has 
made this representation merely from a disinterested regard, and from a desire 
to prevent these creatures of tyranny from bringing the glory of the English 
Government into disrepute through the whole world. 


T he: ved to you information of things exactly as they are. 
ay is ~ acquainted with’ them and you know your own plans. 
v 
copy : 


(Signed) J. Apam, 
Secretary to the Government. 
To 
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To C. M. Ricketts, Esqg., &c. &c. &c. 


Dear Ricketts: 

I have received your despatch of the 6th instant, and I am highly sensible of 
the kindness and liberality of the motive which induced Lord Moira to direct 
this anonymous paper to be sent to mc. A production very nearly the same, 
except in so far as my name is concerned, was stuck up against a wall in Luck- 
now several months ago, and his Excellency the Vizier offered a large reward 
to the author it he would come forward and avow it. 


The imputations against me are certainly quite novel, though as a continua- 
tion of the proceedings of October last they are not much to be wondered at. 


Regaiding the birth and education of the Minister, and the circumstances of 
his appointment to office, the best information I can offer is contained in the 
enclosed extracts from the rough draft of a narrative of the memorable occur- 
rences of October, which I have lately been engaged in compiling, and which J 
hope soon to submit to Lord Moira in official form. 


The nominal collector of Zillah Lucknow is certainly what the anonymous 
author states him to be, or nearly so. He 1s a boy of three or four years of age, 
I understand. It would be strange, indeed, if among so many falsehoods and 
fabiications, a few circumstances were not to be found that have some founda- 
tion in fact. The true circumstances of this case are as follow: On the clivi- 
sion of the country into Zillahs, the Vizier very naturally gave the patronage of 
one Zillah each to the Minister and Dewan, knowing of course that they could 
not be holden in their own names nor the duties discharged by themselves. The 
Minister being himself the naib of a boy, very naturally gave the name of his 
only son for his office, and recommended for the duties of the station, as his 
son’s Naib, Sheikh Emam Bukhsh, an efficient revenue officer, who was put in 
nomination, as you know, for the high office of Minister by his Excellency, at 
the suggestion of the Sheikh’s friend, Mr. Clarke. ‘The duties of collector, &c. 
of Zillah Lucknow arc accordingly performed, and I believe very well performed, 
by Sheikh Emam Bukhsh, as the Naib of Agha Alee; a name that I first heard 
of when I received the letter from the Vizier, a translation of which I submitted 
in my letter to Mr. Adam of the 8th April last. Lord Moira is doubtless aware, 
that his Lordship’s explicit instructions preclude any interference on ny part in 
the appointment of the Vizier’s officers; and, in fact, I know nothing of these 
matters but by the reports contained in the akhbar, and occasional communica- 
tions from the Vizier which he makes to me now-a-days very raiely. 


The nominal and actual Zillahdar of Sandee, &c. is Syyud Kootub-ood- Deen 
Hoosein, a near relation of my old Moonshee (another perverted truth in the 
anonymous paper), who was for ten years a Tubsecldar of the highest reputa- 
tion in Bundlecund, as is well known to the Board of Commissioners, and parti- 
cularly to Sir Edwaid Colebrooke, who relieved Kootub-ood Deen fiom his duties in 
Bundlecund, at my particular request, about a year ago. ‘The late Vizier, when 
he agreed to the reform, requested me to recommend to him some able and 
upright revenue officers acquainted with our regulations, and this person was 
one of a few (your acquaintance Taj-ood-Deen among the number) whom J 
named to his Excellency on that occasion. He came over about a year 8s 
and was appointed Ameen of the pergunnah of Sandee, in which situation/ 
conducted himself so much to the satisfaction of the Vizier and of } 
Burrell, whose reports are on record in my despatches to Mr. Adam, i 
Excellency raised him in December last to the office of Zillahdar, and andg@gane 
this appointment and the cause of it, as above stated, to me. The @Qaie 
revenue of his district for last year was sixteen lacs of rupees (not hi ee 
as the anonymous author has stated), of which fifteen only were reafiwedt, wisi 
understand from Rajah Dya-Krishen that the revenue has been,peja + 














ood-Deen this year to nearly eighteen lacs, with uniponal ise on thet 
landholders. eat ee 
‘ . . A Ao A 
My old Moonshee got his zemindary in Sat */#, 4 
of Lord Minto, as you know; and the pre“ * : 


exceedingly kind to the Moonshee, a 
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the estate, to his eldest son, at an increasing rent for the first four years and a __Encloeureasix 
fixed assessment ever after. ‘This species of assessment and tenure of lands is sae yd olitica! 
very common in all parts of Hindoostan, and was earnestly recommended in my go Mar 280. 
instructions from Lord Minto, and by me to the late and present Vizier, as par- os 
ticularly expedient and beneficial for the whole of the territory of Oude. The — nctosures in 
Moonshee is a great deal too old to derive any personal benefit of importance oo 
from the lease, which is at present, he tells me, rather a losing concern; but I 3 yes, 1816. 
trust that his son will profit by it hereafter, to the extent of a comfortable subsis- 

tence, derived from his hereditary title to the estate and his own industry in 

improving it, after I shall have retired from the labours and vexatious of my 

present office, and be precluded from supporting the family of an old and faith- 

ful servant who has been with me these twenty yeais. The diabolical falsehoods 

respecting this man in the anonymous paper seem to me to be unworthy of 

notice. Their author I should suppose to be his opponent, Imteaz Alee, who 

has been long in attendance at your durbar, assisted perhaps by the agent of 

Akbur Alee Khan and a Vakeel on the part of [f{ukeem Mehdce, who are also in 

waiting at Futtygurh. Those three persons are the only natives of India whom 

I could suppose to be inimical to myself, and the causes of their enmity are on 

record. I were as bad as they are in my own opinion, if I were not the avowed 


enemy of such nefarious practices as some of their’s. 


Have the goodness to return the enclosed extracts after Lord Moira has 
perused them, or a copy if you wish to retain them, as the draft in some parts is 
so rough as to be legible only by myself, and I have no time to transcribe it. 


I shall mention what you say to Mr. Home, and communicate his answer 
hereafter. 
Your's, sincerely, 
8th June 1815. (Signed) J. BarLurr. 


To Lieutcnant-Colonel Baillie, Resident at Lucknow. ; Letter 
Dear Baillie: rom Mr. Ricketts. 


I am vexed at the delay which has arisen in my acknowledgment of your letters 
of the 8th and 15th instant; but the fact is, I have been sadly worried, of late, 
by various circumstances which pressed upon my time. 


I regret to find that you still suffer the anonymous paper to disquiet you. The 
only points in it on which his Lordship wished to receive information from you 
I mentioned in my letter of the 6th, and your 1eplies I have submitted to his 
Lordship. Upon the subject, gencrally, of the paper, I spoke to your brother, 
and he will, I trust, satisfy you that so much scurrility only merits to be treated 
with that contempt with which you have marked other similar nefarious 
placards. It remains for me, however, to say a few words respecting Agha Meer 
and others, particularly noticed by you. 


You will learn from your brother, that his Lordship shewed that respect to and 
consideration for, Agha Meer which was due to the Minister of the Vizier and we 
have only to hope that he will prove himself as true, faithful, and able a servant 
of his Excellency, as we wish him to be. Your extracts regarding his birth, &c., 
I have the pleisure to return, in order that you may inco:porate them in your 
proposed rgitat ye. 

tiem foro ceur eed, I think, that you did not report the circumstance of the ap- 
pointni +: «i Vae Minister’s child to the important office of Zillalhdar of the district 
of? = -» »w, as your doing so would have given hisLordship an opportunity, had he 
} nenner, of communicating his sentiments on the subject to the Nawaub 
= », that non-interference, generally speaking, has been recommended 

"~tment of his Excellency’s officers: but may not some distinction 
«relating to the reform, which was rather an affair of the 


“Bri \ of the Nawaub, and on which helooked toreceiving advice 
fie *t ~ghe best system to be introduced arid to the best 
W “sion? It is needless to observe that its success 


tps yer instruments, and that on general prin- 
‘ ciples 
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ciples the same cunfidence cannot be reposed in a deputy as in a person’ speci- 
fically appointed at the head of an office. 


The circumstances mentioned by you of the grant of an istemrarie, or perpe- - 
tual lease of an estate, in the pergunnah of Sandee to Ulee Nuckee, and of the 
appointment of his near relation to the office of Zillahdar in that pergunnah, will 
be noticed to you by Adam, I believe, in a letter respecting the claims of 
Imteaz Alee and others against Ulee Nuckee. 


You remark that the agents of Hukeem Mehdee, of Akbur Alee, and of 
Imteaz Alee have long been in attendance at Futtygurh, though you are at a loss 
to know why they have been encouraged. Of the first 1 know nothing, and 
nearly as little of the second, save that he presented petitions which were for- 
warded to you, and that, on the receipt of your answer, he was told that nothing 
could be done in the case by his Lordship. With respect to Imteaz Alee, his 
petition was also forwarded to you, and a reference has been made to the pro- 
ceedings to which you referred. The result will be communicated to you by 
Adam, agreeably to his Lordship’s orders, as above stated. 


Many thanks for your suggestion on the question of recompense to Home: 
it relieved his Lordship from embarrassment, and enabled Lady Loudon to 
settle with Home. The picture, therefore, is, I now hope, in his Excellency’s 


possession. 
Your’s, &c. 
Futtygurh, (Signed) C. M. Ricketts. 


20th June 1815. 





Fort-William, 7th November 1815. 
Political Department. 


I have been acquainted with the 
present Nawaub Vizier since Sir George 
Nugent's visit to Lucknow in 1812. 


I. Had you any acquaintance with 
the present Nawaub Vizier, Refaut-ood- 
Dowlah, previous to his coming to visit 
the Governor-General at Cawnpore? 


2. When you, at Cawnpore, asked —‘ asked Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie’s 


Lieutenant-Colonel Buaillie’s permission 
to wait upon the Nawaub Vizier, was it 
a private audience that you requested, 
or did you only desire leave to pay your 
respects to his Excellency in public? 


3. Were there, at that period, shawls 
or jewellery sent to your house, either 
antecedently or subsequently to the 
visit paid by you to his Excellency ? 


4. On the occasion upon which you 
took Captain McRa with you to break- 
fast-at the palace at Lucknow, had you 
any invitation from the NawaubVizier? 

5. Had 


permission to wait on the Nawaub Vi- 
zier, in consequence of a personal invi- 
tation to breakfast which his Excellency 
gave me when returning from his first 
visit to the Governor-General. I nei- 
ther solicited, nor had I any private au- 
dience or conversation whatever with 
the Nawaub Vizier. 


After breakfast some trays containing 
three pieces of shawls and a surpeash of 
false stones were laid before me. On 
my expressing my wish to take onl 
one pair of shawls, the — of his 
Excellency’s family said it was unusual 
for any one to decline accepting such 
presents, and that it would particul»-ly 
displease the Nawaub were I !- 
as he had often to them ” 
great friendship for m- 
and surpeash were 
my house. Th 
at Lucknow 


I he’ 
Nay 


P 
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5. Had you any reason tu expect 
such an invitation, or did you from any 
circuinstances expect it? 


6. Had you any deputation from the 
Governor-General, or from any other 
person, to seek that interview ° 


7. Ifad you any leave or encourage- 
ment from the Governor-General to go 
to the Nawaub Vizier on that occasion, 
other than the assent which might be 
implied by his not objecting, when you 
asked whether you might take Captain 
McRa with you? 


8. What was the precise instruction 
relative to the proposed interview which 
the Governor-General gave to you, 
when you afforded him the opportunity 
of speaking on it by your application 
respecting Captain McRa? 


g. When you accepted the Vizier’s 
invitation, had you any expectation of 
a private audience of his Excellency: 


10. Was the private audience which 
the Nawaub Vizier yave you on that 
occasion solicited by you, or was it 
spontaneous on the part of his Excel- 
lency? 


11. Did the conversation regarding 
Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie in that au- 
dience originate with you, or was the 
subject introduced by the Nawaub 
Vizier ? 


12. What was the tenor of the Na- 
waub \izier’s language on that occa- 





eee Captain McLeod or Mr. 
$ “tf to you previously any 

vy you, in the event of 
: vs appealing to you? 


(Signed) 


“mnce-General in Council. 


‘4 


x 
ay 


A 


sal’s breakfast-table, I accepted the 
invitation on the express condition that 
his Excellency was not to offer me any 
presents, | 


I had no further reason to expect 
such an invitation, than what might 
arise from my being personally ac- 
quainted with him. 


I had no deputation from the Gover- 
nor-General, or from any other person, 
to seek that interview. 


I had no leave or encouragement from 
the Goveruor-Gencral to go to the Na- 
waub Vizier on that occasion, other 
than the assent implied by his not ob- 
jecting when I asked whether I might 
take Captain McRa with me. 


The Governor-General instructed me 
to ask the Nawaub Vizier, as if from 
myself, which of the two surgeons it was 
his Excellency’s wish to have attached 
to him. The Governor-General parti- 
cularly instructed me not to let it be 
supposed that he had spoken to me on 
the subject. T was also, in the event 
of the Nawaub Vizier’s proposing to 
make up carriages for the Governor- 
General's cheetahs, to decline the offer. 


I had no expectation whatever of a 
private audience when I accepted the 
Vizier’s invitation. 


The private audience was sponta- 
neous on the part of his Excellency. 


The subject was introduced by the 
Nawaub Vizier. 


The oppression he suffered from 
Mirza Jafer and his sons, 


Neither Captain McLeod or Mr. 
Clarke ever hinted to me that the Na- 
waub would uppeal to me, neither did 
cither of them suggest any tone I was 
to hold in the event of the Vizier’s 
doing so. 


WaLtTrerR Raceicn GILBERr. 


» 


(Signed) J. ADaM, 
Secretary to the Government. 


To 


}O09 
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“ To Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie, &c. &e. &e. 
ir: 

The attention of the Governor-General having been drawn anew to that des- 
patch for the impropriety of which you were removed from your situation, two 
circumstances have struck his Excellency as requiring elucidation : I am accord- 
ingly directed to require your answers to the points, 


In paragraph 22 you state that the accounts of Mehdee Alee Khan exhibit 
charges of presents made to certain English gentlemen and ladies at Calcutta: 
you will please to name the individuals stated to have received such presents, 

In the postscript you have advanced that Agha Meer was undermined in the 
confidence of his master the Nawaub Vizier by the representations of native 
emissaries in the suite of the Governor-General. Yon will please to point out 
the individuals to whom you allude. 

I have, &e. 

Fort- William, (Signed) C.-M. Ricxerts, 

28th January 1816. Chief Secretary. 





To C. M. Ricketts, Esq., &c. &c. &e. 
Sir: 

1, I received your letter, dated the 28th instant, at a late hour of yesterday 
evening, after I had come on board the Minerva; but having few of my papers 
at hand, J am unable at this moment to afford to you so particular an explanation 
as I could wish of the two points which you have referred to me by oder of 
the Right Honourable the Governor-General. 


2. To the best of my recollection and belief, the principal persons who were 
mentioned in the accounts of Hukecm Mehdee Alee Khan, as noticed in the 
twenty-second paragraph of my narrative, were the Honourable Lady Hood 
and General Gillespie, or some other gencial officer whose name I did not easily 
make out. 


3. The emissaries in the suite of the Governor-General, referred to 1n the 
postscript of my narrative, were an agent on the part of Huheem Melee, another 
on the part of Akbur Alee Khan, whose names I do not tecollect, and his 
Eacellency the Vizier’s newswriters in attendance on the Governor-General, 
contiolled by Anghun Loll, son of the late Ruttun Chund, and by the Mussulman 
Darogha of the Kote Gushtee Akhbar, whose name I have at this instant 
forgotten, but whose ingratitude and enmity to Agha Meer iender him very 
notorious at Lucknow. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. BA1Luie. 


P.S. It has just occurred to me to refer you to a private letter which I recollect 
my having written to yourself, in answer to a letter from you dated the 6th of 
June last, in which some notice must have been taken of the emissaries from 
Lucknow in your suite. My private letters of the same tirue to Mr. Adam 
and Mr. Swinton were probably fuller than those to you, and those gentlemen 
can inform his Excellency the Right Honourable the Governer?” : of my 
sentiments, as explained to them, regarding the intrigues «. “i "tives at 
Futtygurh and in the capital of Oude. o 

Hi. C. Ship Minerva, (Signed) § VSAM. 
30th January, 1816. 
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Enclosuie No. 2, in Bengal Political Letter, dated 30th March,.? a art 


MINUTE of Mr. EDMONSTONE. oh . G 


As the general subject of the Right Honourable the ghiave 
Minute, containing his Lordship’s remarks and explanatiqna in * ; 
Colonel Baillie’s narrative of transactions at Lucknow’ is 3 
Members of Council can properly record an opinior' f 3 
to enter into any discussion of it; but, as the ¢ 
graphs from 62 to 84 of that Minute appear to 


é 


OUDE PAPERS. LOE: 


principles of action with respect to the state of Oude of a nature deeply affecting 
the character of that administration, I am confident that his Lordship will not 
only excuse but approve of my bringing under his notice recorded documents, 
wth which the principles entertained by the Government with respect to those 
points on which his Lordship has animadverted are distinctly declared. His 
Lordship has, in the first place, stated some remarks on the construction which 
should be given to that article of the treaty with the Vizier which conveys to 
the British Government the privilege of advising him, and imposes on him the 
obligation of atteuding to its advice. His Lordship observes, that the privilege 
cannot justly be extended beyond remonstrance and ultimate interference in 
extreme cases. That an attempt to fix upon the article in question a more 
comprehensive seusc would be an act of lawless oppression ; and his Lordship 
concludes by intimating that Governn:znt had mistaken the nature and extent 
of the right of counsel. I beg leave, therefore, to refer to the instructions to 
Colonel Baillie under date the 6th of July 1811, 9 which that question is 
discussed in great detail, for the very purpose of shewing that the article in 
question did not confer on Government a right to enforce its advice except in 
extreme cases ; a right which Government had supposed (although it would 
seem erroneously) Colonel Baillie to have deduced from it. From a perusal of 
that document, it will be evident that the Government of the time entertained 
precisely the sentiments on that question which are expressed in his Lordship’s 
minute. 


His Lordship’s minute contains the following further observations: 


‘* Soon after I had occasion to advert to our position relative to Saadut Alce, 
I became aware of impending consequences which filled me with the utmost 
‘alarm. ‘That Prince was driven to actual desperation. He had even openly 
* declared it in full durbar. The mischief had proceeded so far, that if we con- 
‘ tinued to assert the principle advanced for us, there was no avoiding a decisive 
‘ struggle. I saw that we were on the brink of being forced in self-defence to 
‘ possess ourselves of Saadut Alee’s dominions and riches, to prevent his throwing 
‘ himself with all his treasures into the hands of any power that would take the 
‘ field against us.” 


66 
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it wil be observed from the document already referred to, and from the 
fursber instructions of the 19ti of July and 2d of August of the same year, 
that (acverniment neither asserted the right nor entertaincd the design to enforce 
the plan of reform. On the contrary, by the instructions of the Gth of July 
1811,’,thy 2esident was directed to abstain from the further agitation of the 
subject. di was, indeed, admitted and expressly stated mn the documents above 
referred tu, that no plan of reform could be efficient unless the Vizier cheerfully 
acquicscec, 1a it, and the adoption of it, therefore, was not subsequently pressed 
upon BE azice, nor was the discussion renewed till the Vizier himself brought 
it forwatteotain October 1813 by an intimation of his acquiescence. 


vats eA ete, : . 
As'pr» iedy applicable to this point, I beg leave here to quote a part of my 
minute a: oth May 1844. — 
fOWhcigy igh) “aelsively believed that his Excellency would not cordially 
“consent ~“:. /°tion of the system which he had at one time approved, 


“ the rene "4 en to desist from urging him, and Government then 
“ reste. ~ tit Of ascertaining the merits of any case of disturbance 
«for ey «* af which its troops were demanded by the Vizier, and of 
ec ‘sqigns and the conduct of the disputing parties, and we have 


.yertion of that right. 


_.. "skeen was revived in consequence of renewed indications 
ww of a desire to adopt it. The result has been such as 
vd I need not add, that I most fully concurred in 

he prosecution of it,” 


~@nte: into details, Allthat I am anxious to 
“he time distinctly disavowed the princi- 
“.% gaoted from the Governor-General’s 
minute 
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eee, minute appear to ascribe to its nor is it unnatural that I should personally fee] 
spews an earnest solicitude to free from acharge so severe as that which the passages 
89 Mar. 18]6, 18 question convey, an administration with which I was so closely connected 
during the whole period of’ its existence, and of which I had latterly the honour 
Mr. oe to form apart. Having stated these observations, it is superfluous to advert to 
30 Man isig, the impossibility (so far as 1 may be supposed to have had a knowledge of the 
state of affairs at Lucknow) of my recognizing at any period of time the exis- 
tence of a crisis, such as is described in the passages above cited from the 

Crovernor-General’s minute. 

Fort Wiiliam, (Signed) N. B. ED MONSTONE. 
30th March 1816. 








Snclosure No. 3, in Bengal Political Letter, dated 380th March 1816. 


oti cee. MINUTE of the GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 
30 Mae ieik: The fear of Mr. Edmonstone, lest the credit of the administration preceding 


that in which I have the honour to bear a part should be injuriously affected by 
my remarks, appears strained somewhat beyond a correct apprehension. 


Whatsoever inaccuracy I may have imputed to any former administration, I 
attach, in at least an equal degree, to that over which I preside; and when the 
context is fairly taken, it must be seen that it is myself whom IJ frankly charge 
with the great amount of error. The passage which Mr. Edmonstone has recited 
from my Minute, as conveying a stricture on measures antecedent to my own 
participation, does not seem to afford a satisfactory support to his position. If 
there be definiteness in the English language, I should think the phrase, ‘* if 
‘© we continued to assert the principles advanced for us,” must mean a transac- 
tion in which I bore a part, and which of course referred to my own administra- 
tion. The obvious connexion of this with the letter which I declare to have 
been drafted by myself to the Nawaub Vizier, and which I shortly after profess 
to have been written with insufficient knowledge of the case, puts the matter 
out of question. I have to regret that a discrimination which appears strongly 
marked, and assuredly was so meant by me, should have escaped Mr. Edmon- 
stone. I speak of the principles advanced for us, not of those advanced by us. 
The construction given to the treaty by Government was just, whensoever that 
main question was agitated. The policy of the Resident was always to keep 
out of sight this fundamental principle; but by boldly assuming a deviation 
from it on the part of the Nawaub, to obtain the sanction of Government for 
insisting on points which were real infringements of that principle though 
undetected by us. The canker of our relations in Oude existed in this: that 
the Resident thought himself nobody, if he did not exhibit himsclf to the 
people of Oude as far superior to their Sovereign in authority. With a whole- 
some doubt of being countenanced in this pretension, he took co" not to let 
it come within the observation of Government: w!:ii¢ Government Mot imagin- 
ing that so false a conception could be entertaiued .gpeived every péevish and 
distorted complaint from the Resident respecting . 2 "wawaub Vizier’s forward- 
ness as a proof of resistance against the legitimaic interference reserved to us 
by treaty. My firm persuasion is, that whensoever Major Baillic""*1d Saadut 
Alee restive with regard to the advantages which he solicite ony of his 
adherents, he goaded the Nawaub on the article of Reform, wi“ “itude of 
urgency very different from the intentions of Government, kno\ ./ _; to bea 
subject on which he could ultimately (by having the statement whc\_.a himself ) 
secure the support cf Government. The discovery of this pra? “ made me 


draw the distinction between the principles which Government / mom +s the 
rule of its procedure and the principles advanced jor us. Aslo. { \ 
I upheld the Resident at the hazard of public inconvenience ,- ° Q 


blame which may affect such an error in me, must eque}! 

error in any preceding administration. It is not the 

principles which is chargeable to any of us: it.) /” 

vigilant that wrong principles should not m* _ 

of those who acted in our name. Ca 

_. Fort William, | ee 
30th March 1816. 
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Enclosures No. 4, in Bengal Political Letter dated 30th March 1816. 
MINUTE of Mn. SETON. 


When first I perused the Minute of the Governor-General on the affairs of 
Oude, the impression made upon my mind by the perusal, combined with what 
fell from his Lordship during the course of verbal discussions on the subject, 
was that the uneasiness manifested by his Lordship in expressing his sense of 
the critical state of our political relations with the late Vizier had no reference 
to the proceedings or instructions of the late administration, but that they solely 
related to the line of conduct pursued by the late Resident at Lucknow. But 
though such was my own construction of his Lordship’s observations, 1] cannot 
but consider it as fortunate that Mr. Edmonstone’s natural solicitude to guard 
against the painful effects of possible misconception has led him to bring to the 
notice of the Governor-General certain passages inthe Minute which appear to 
him to be obviously susceptible of a more comprehensive interpretation, since 
it has furnished his Lordship with an opportunity of at once gratifying the 
known liberality of his own mind and relieving that of Mr. :dimonstone, by 
distinctly stating the extent and tendency of the observations in question. 


It is most satisfactory to observe from the instructions cited by Mr. Edmon- 
stone (viz. those issued to the late Resident at Lucknow on the 6th July 1811), 
that with respect to the degree of interference in the internal affairs of the 
Vizier’s Government, which according to the provisions of the treaty concluded 
with his Excellency in the year 1801 can be regularly exercised by the British 
Government, the sense entertained by the late administration exactly cor- 
responded with the views of the Governor-General, as described in the Minute 
now recorded by his Lordship. 7 | 

Fort- William, (Signed) s\. SETON. 

30th March 1816. 





EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER to BENGAL, 
Dated the 17th September 1817. 





to the Para. 11. We have attentively considered the documents 
dated 15th August 1815.* | referred to in this paragraph, together with the Governor 
ti). a to a\variety | General’s Minute of the 30th November 1814,f containing 


ments fora detail sof cer- |). | : ae : : 
sactions that’ ver urred at “Dis view of the extraordinary transactions to which they 


w during the s.overnor- (allude. Wedo not deem it necessary to enter at length 
bar anne itv thet eapi- Jintoa discussion of the several points therein brought to our 
Poems ot adit notice ; at the same time, we cannot avoid expressing an 

opinion, that the conduct of Messrs. Law, Clarke, McLeod, 


mM as aie, 


yh dite ' 
. : tr ! 
4 
at 
of a, 


“ | : 
dee’ Etang, has not been characterized by a strict adherence to the rules 





I; ict dong by you, ant-sanctioned by us, for regulating the intercourse of Euro- 
, Paqaney ith the Native Princes of India, to the due observance of which rules 
| WE ‘onsiderable degree of importance. We therefore approve of the 
igit “tary Adanv’s letter to those gentlemen, dated the 12th Novem- 
be: on ‘-Lam. in compliance with the Governor-General’s orders, to 


“ng signified to his Lordship that he no longer 


‘tment of the 80th March 1816) has brought 
utenant-Colonel Baillie, late Resident at 
‘\ purporting to be in explanation of the 

‘orm the subject of the documents en- 


: ‘closed 
\. Page: 905 and 906. § Page 361. 
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Letter from 


Lieutenant-Colonel 


Baillie. 


- : en 
s * 
ns * 7 : = 
% ‘ j A aah! hy Cte Y « 
EE oe a art. Ter eee, 

‘ é 

1 iS 3 7) 4 

e . LA ad un sy 

¥ : 
oe 
a ar 


litical Letter closed in the Governor: Ceéneral’s etter to the V 


‘ 










i gh 
¢7 9 
’ 

; 


? ice-President in Council Sth | 

29th December 1814,* relative to the affairs of Oude. ae 
17. We have attentively considered the Minute r:corded by the Governez: | 
General on the 3d November 1815+ and the narrative contained in Colonel | 
Baillie’s letter, and concur in opinion with his Lordship, that the style and tenor 
of that despatch rendered the removal of Colonel Baillie from the office of | 
Resident at Lucknow indispensably necessary ; a measure to which we observe, | 
by the Minutes recorded by the several Members in Council on your proceed- : 
ings of the same date, they gave their unqualified assent: we therefore approve | 
of the letter of recall which was written to Colonél Baillie on the Sist October 
1815. “4 


18. The conduct of Colonel Baillie in having written a letter containing in- | 
sinuations so highly offensive to the Governor-General is not to be palliated, and | 
the desire which we always entertain to uphold the dignity of our Governments 
abroad, compels us to view this breach of duty on the part of Colonel Baillie as" 
highly censurable. Under these impresssions, we have no hesitation in expres- 
sing our entire approbation of the course pursued by you on that occasion. 


19. In addition to the impropriety of that despatch, we see reason to be- 
lieve that in the @urse of Colonel Baillie’s intercourse with the Vizier he has, , 
on some occasions, exceeded the limits of’ the instructions issued to him for regu-_ 
lating the degree of his interference in the affairs of Oude. 





To James Cobb, Esq., Secretary to the Honourable Court of Directors of the’ 

: East-India Company. - 

Sir: | ee 

I had formerly the honour of apprising you, for the information of the Honag?- 
able Court, of my arrival in this country, on furlough, in the month of July, fast: 


The Honourable Court is aware of my having occupied the station of Resident | 
at the Vizier’s Court of Lucknow for a period of eight years preceding ri¥'#i' sar- 
ture from India. The nature of my former services, which led to my #ii'¥'pr- | 
‘ment to that office and to the Honourable Court’s confirmation of th::t. sp /runte , 
ment, is doubtless in the Court’s recollection, and may, if necessary, te ry? rred | 
to in the despatches of the Supreme Government of India to the Hor:::ur4bie the. 
Secret Committee in the years 1805-6 and 7; and more partgoulariy ..(: setter, 
from the Governor-General in Council to the Honourable Court. :f {irectors, | 
dated the Ist of May 1807, an extract from which is in my possess')*/*"" | 


The extraordinary transactions at Lucknow during the two la:t - «>-s of my! 
residence at that Court, which led to my retirement from office 214! retazn to 
this country on furlough, have doubtless been reported to the Honcstea: te-tourt. 
by the Right Honourable the Governor-General 1n-auncil, and ub. haf o* or, 
rather the opposite views of those transactions whet were taken by shit gaiaiver=| 
nor-General and myself, are probably now under cquatdcration. gar 

ha ae ae ae 

‘In a letter from the Secretary to Government in the’Syeréiand Politits! Ma 

‘partment, dated the 31st of October 1815, announcing my rétietél frome lgic tf 
now as .the consequence of my despatch to the Government @t pe QOTR 
April preceding, 1 was informed that a communication would toga 
the subject ‘of that despatch at a future more convenien" p AW 

recently had reason to believe that a communicatinn,.on 4 
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received by the Honourable the Court of Direct) ole a 


the Governor-General in Council, in which t" | 
- detailed in a manner unfavourable to my charac, em 


ea ee ee 


‘, that you will have the goodness of submitting. 


¥ 
1, 


", Fectors my earnest and anxious wish, as well s 


_ pat the decision on the question of my reme 







eek ow shall be suspended till I be heard! ’ 
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